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2 ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

TEXT. 

page 2. Thirty-ninth line, top, insert Scpi. before /, 1861 . 

Pages 15, 29. Nor Vaughan [Vaughan ?] , wherever it occurs, read Vaughan. 

Page 20. I "or Vaughn's [ Vaughn ] read Vaughan 's. 

Page 27. For Vaughn [ Vaughan f\ , wherever it occurs, read Vaughan. 

Page 88. Seventeenth line, bottom, for Rohidoux read Roubidoux. Fifth line, last 
paragraph, for Lynch read Linn. 

Page 107. Third line, top, strike out the comma following Hamilton. 

Page 130. Third line, bottom, for Belleville read Belleview. 

Page 150. Erase foot-note and insert See Plate 133, Map .7, of the Atlas. 

Page 190. Twenty-seventh line, bottom, for Callaway's read Callaway. 

Page 194. Erase foot-note and insert Nominal list ( omitted ) shows 6 killed and 88 
wounded; total , <//. 

Page 462. Twenty-third and twenty-sixth lines, top, for Bo UngePs read Bollinger' s. 

Page 531. Sixth line, top, for Rock read Fork. 

Page 553. Tenth line, top, for received read relieved. 

Page 355. Sigel to Asbotli, first line, for Wallace read Wablow. 

Page 563. Eaton to Price, date line, insert * after 1861 and add foot-note, *The 
original of this communication, found with the files of the Missouri 
vState Guard, differs from this copy, in the following: It reads Sir; 
for General: Referring for In reference and 30th for 20th; in second 
line, suggestions for suggestion and propositions for proposition; third 
line, initiate for institute and irresponsible for reprehensible , and in 
last line, its obligations for the obligations. 

Page 5S7. Signature, for Alexanan read Alexander. 

Page 608. General Polk’s memorandum, eighth line, for Bradley's read McBride's. 

Page 626. Pillow to Polk, August r, fourteenth line, for Walker's read Watkins' . 

Page 658. Thompson to Pillow, tenth line, for Hums' , Flunkies' , and Partin in 's 
read Byrne's fan leers and partisans. 

Page 663. Thompson to Pillow, third line, for Jeffries' read Jeffers' , for McDowell' s 
read [Robert] McDonald's. 

Page 690. Add note to abstract from return of the troops of the Upper Arkansas 
District as follows: Sharp's Artillery consisted of Swell's Mississippi 
and Trigg's and Hubbard's, formerly McCozvn's, Arkansas batteries. 

Page 694. Rector to Walker, first line, insert * after dispatch and add foot-note, 
* See Series I, Vol. 33, p. 733. 

Page 743. Following McCulloch to Benjamin, November 19, 1861, insert note, 
[. November 30, 1S6/. — For Benjamin to McCulloch , calling for 
explanation why troops were withdrawn, etc., see Series I, Vol. 8, 
p. 6 99 ], 

INDEX. 

Insert all words and figures in italics and strike out all in [brackets]. An asterisk (*) following a 
correction indicates that “Additions and Corrections ” to tlie text should be consulted. 

Arkansas Troops — Continued. 

Artillery, Light— Batteries : 

Hubbard's , 690* 

Trigg's, 690.* 

Cavalry — Companies: 

Carroll's (Charles A.), 39, 121, 122 , 126, 127. 
Hill's, 730. 

Turner's, 730. 

Cavalry— Regiments : 

Carroll's (De Rosey) [1st, 39, 121]. 
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Akers, P. [Lieutenant-Colonel], 
Alabama Troops. 

Cavalry — Companies: 

Bowie's , 699. 723. 

Balk tier's. 699, 723. 

Alexander, R.J. [J. R.]. 

Arkansas Troops. 

Artillery — [Battalions: Slioup's, 690]. 
Artillery, Light — Batteries: 

Clark [Clarke] Co. (Roberts), 236. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 


3 


.rkansas Troops— Continued. 

Infantry— Battalions: 

McCarver's , 235, 236. 

Inf an try— Companies : 

[Roberts’, 236.] 

Infantry— Regiments: 

[McCarver’s, 235, 236.] 

2d, [609, 6x1, 744]. 

3d {State), 611, 744, 

4U1,' [106, 120-124, 609]. 

4th {State), 106, iso-134, 609. 

5th, [106, 120-123, 125], 

3 th {State), 106, 130-123, 125. 
c/th {Bradley), 723. 

13th [1st]. 

Mounted Rifles: 
xst, 39 [235]. 

Armstrong, Frank C. [Mr.J. 

Armstrong, J. We/by [Welly]. 

Atchison [Atkinson], D. R. 

Ayers [Ayres] , B. P. 

Badger, Albert [lieutenant]. 

Baker, Major C. [Dr.]. 

Ballentinc,John G., 699. 

Barkley, James E. [Bakery, ]. 

Barlow, IV. P. [lieutenant] . 

Barr, Joseph IV. [lieutenant]. 

Barrow, Bartholomew [Balt.]. 

Bell, IV. S. [Dr.] . 

Beltzhoover, Samuel G. [Adjutant]. 

Bennett, A. J. [lieutenant] . 

Bischoff [BisliofT] , Henry (Iieut). 

Bischoff [Bislioff] , Henry (Major). 

Bledsoe, Hiram M. 

Blame [Bloom], Rudolph, 473 [Blume, R. B. von, 
473] - 

Bolton, George IV. [Major], 

Boughan, Richard A. [Vaughan, Richard A. 

(Bauglian?)], 29.* 

Brady, Thomas j. [JelT.]. 

Brasliear, Ezra M. [Major]. 

Bridewell, Lemuel 0. [Bridwell, Captain] . 

Brooks [Brown] , McHenry. 

Burrow, Napoleon B. [Burroughs, B.] . 

Byrne, Duke M. 

Campbell, T. B. [lieutenant]. 

Carroll, Charles A. 

Mentioned, 39 [Carroll, C. D., 39]. 

Carroll, De Rosey. 

Mentioned, 638. 

Carthage, Mo. 

Engagement near, July 5- Reports of 
Boughan, Richard A. [Vaughan, R. A. 
[Baughan?] ] . 

Parsons, Mosby [Monroe] M. 

Casey, Samuel L. [Mr.]. 

Cawtlioru, James [Colonel]. 

Challenor [Challener], Thomas. 

Chiles [Childs] , Richard B. 

Clarke [Clark] , George W. 

Clarkson, James J. 

Cockrell, Francis M. [Captain]. 

Cole, Warren, 699. 

Compton, Charles E. 

Conrad, Joseph S.,56, 70; Com-ad, Joseph, [56, 70]. 
Cranor, Manlove [Colonel] , 176 [Trainer, Colonel, 
1761. 

Crenshaw, John T. [Captain]. 

Crockett, James K. [J.]. 


Crowder [McCrowder] , Thomas M. 

Crump ,JohnH. [Captain], 

Cunningham, Abraham , 129; Cunningham, Cap- 
tain, [129]. 

De Jarnette [De Jarnett], Daniel C. 

Desha, F. W. [(?)] . 

Dismukes, Paul T. [Captain], 

Dittlinger, Michael [Bittenger, Mr.]. 

Doak, William H. [Dook, Captain]. 

Dotson [Dodson] , Josephus. 

Doyle, Ed. F. 

Duusou, T. H. [lieutenant] . 

Dyer, IV. E. [E. W.]. 

Erskine, W. F. [Erskin, T. W.]. 

Erwin, William H. [Captain]. 

Fackler, Calvin M. [Flackler, ] . ■ 

Falkner , Jefferson, 699. 

Farrar, Bernard G. [Major] . 

Ferly [Ferhau], Lieutenant. 

Fewell, William H. [Lieutenant]. 

Flanagin, Harris [Flanagan, Captain]. 

Flournoy, R. Hall [Flourney, Captain], 

Franklin, Cyrus [Colonel], 

Frederick, R. [Private] . 

Freeman, Thomas R. [ ] . 

Galleger, James R. [Gallilier, Captain] . 

Gamble , George E. [Gambel, Captain], 

Gaulden, John S. [Gauldiug, Dr.]. 

Gause, IV. R. [Major], 

Gibbs, John M. [Lieutenant]. 

Gilfillan, Jesse [Lieutenant] . 

Gordon, B. Frank [Adjutant], 

Grant, U. S. 

Assignments to command, 141. 

Gray , James D. [Captain]. 

Grayson, A. D. [Lieutenant-Colonel], 

Greene [Green], Colton, 594 [Green, Captain, 
594] - 

Griffith, George T. [Dr,]. 

Hale, Stephen F. [Captaiu], 129 [Hall, Captain, 
129]. 

Halleck, H. P. [Captain]. 

Hambletou, J. W., 660, 666; Hamilton, S. H. D., 
[660, 666]. 

Harper, E. L. [Lieutenant] . 

Harper, R. IV. [M.], 

Harper, William B. [Mr.]. 

Harris, Samuel S. 

Harwood, John E. [Homwood, Adjutant]. 
Haywood, Robert IV., 699. 

Henderson, John B. [Brigadier-General], 

Herron, Francis [Frank] J. 

Hicox , Thomas IV. [Hicock, Private]. 

Higgins, Charles IV. 

Hilderbrand, Samuel [Hildebrand Mr.J. 

Hill, Charles H., 699. 

Holloway , Edmond B., 101. 

Holmes, R. B. [Captaiu] . 

Hudson, Clement L., 699. 

Humes, IV. V. C. [Lieutenant], 

Hunt, W. Richardson [Captain] 

Hunter, J. H. 

Mentioned, 531 [Hunter, , 531] [Hunter, 

, 739]- 

Indian Territory. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Clarke [Clark], George W. 

Jackson, John [Captain], 

Jackson, W. II., 657 [Jackson, Hamilton, 657]. 
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Johnson, A rnory K. [Lieutenant-Colonel] . 
Johnson, Jilson [Gibson] P. 

Johnston [Johnson], Theodore. 

Johnston, Thomas B., 26 [Johnson, Captain, 26] . 
Kelly, E. V. [Captain]. 

Kelly, Joseph [Colonel] , 

Kimble, Francis M. [lieutenant] . 

King , Lieutenant , 124; King, Thomas, [124]. 
King, Charles C. [Captain], 26. 

King, J. M., 106 [King, Captain, 106, 129]. 

King, John [Major], 

King , Wilson H., 120 [King, Captain, 106, 129] . 

Kitchen, Sol. G. [ ]. . 

Kittredge [Kittridge] , Charles W 
Klein, Julius N., 699. 

Kneisley,y. W. [Captain]. 

Lacey, William A., ns . 

Lakin, James H. [F.]. 

Lindsay, W. [Captain], 

Logwood, T. H., 699. 

Long, T.J. [I.]. 

Lyon, Richard [Colonel] . 

McAfee, John [Mr.]. 

McBride, J. H., 60S [Bradley, , 608].* 

McCarey, Josiah [Captain]. 

McClain, William M. [McClean, lieutenant] . 
McCowan, William H. [Captain] . 

McDevitt, James [McDavitt, Corporal], 
MacDonald, Emmett, 192 [MacDonald, Colonel, 
192]. 

McDonough, R. [Private]. 

McElrath, ya»/<?j [Captain]. 

McGeliee, Edward F. [Lieutenant-Colonel] . 
McKinney, F. M., 129 [McKenuy, Captain, 129]. 

McKissock, Thomas [ ]. 

McLoughlin [McLaughlin], George H. 
McMahan, James D. [Lieutenant]. 

McMerly, John [McMertre, [McMur'try,] Colo- 
nel], 

Marsh, C. C. 

Correspondence with 
Price, Charles P. 

Martin, E. L., 28 [Martin, Lieut., 28, 129]. 
Martin, James C., 129 [Martin, Lieut., 28, 129]. 
Mayfield Creek, Ky. 

Skirmish at, Sept. [21-] 22. 

Middlemas, A. [Lieutenant]. 

Miller, Joseph H., 333 [Miller, James, 353]. 
Mings, William [Captain], xox. 

Mississippi Troops. 

Artillery-Batteries : 

Smith’s, 923. 

Siuett's, 690* 

Cavalry — Regiments: 

Wirt Adams', 903. 

Missouri Troops (C.). 

Artillery, Light — Batteries: 

Kneisley's , 189, 190 , 193. 

Missouri Troops (U.). 

Cavalry: 

Booneville State Militia, 191. 

[Cass County Home Guards, 435.] 
[Eppstein’s, 171.] 

[Nugent’s, 180.] 

Cavalry— Regiments : 

Cass County Home Guards, 180, 435. 


Mize, Henry IT. [Mings, Captain], 129. 

Moise, E. IF. [Judge], 

Monroe, Thomas [Colonel], 

Montgomery, William M. [Major], 

Moore, David C. [Captain], 

Moss, William H. [Muse, Captain], 

Murray, Thomas II. [Major] , 

Neal, Joseph. [Lieutenant-Colonel] . 

Neely, James J. [Captain], 699. 

New Mexico, Department of. 

Merged into Western Department, 390. 

Newnau, Joseph C. [Newnon, Dr.], 618 [Ander- 
son, Dr., 618]. 

Newton, II. M. [Captain], 

Northern Missouri, District of. 

Constituted, 413. 

Ohio Troops. 

Artillery, Light— Butteries: 

Cotter's [Colter’s], 

O’Reirdon.yb/w T. [Captain]. 

Owens, James W. [Colonel]. 

Parsons, Moshy [Monroe] M. 

Patterson, R. [Drum-Major], 

Perry, Roger [Captain], 

Person, R.y. [I.]. 

Peters, Thomas, 645 [Pitts, , 645]. 

Pike, Luther Hamilton [Mr.] [Hamilton, Mr., 
107]. 

Pillow, George M. [Lieutenant], 

Pindall, L. A. [ ]. 

Pitman [Pittman], R. \V. 

Pope, John. 

Correspondence with 
Sturgeon, Isaac. [J.] H. 

Price, Charles P. 

Price, Edwin IV. 

Pritchard, James A. [Prichard, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel]. 

Bearden, James S. 

Rector, F. A., 124 [Rector, , 124], 

Roberts, Franklin [Captain], 236, 263, 610 [Rob- 
erts, Captain, 265]. 

Robertson, Abbot [Albot] L- 

Rogers, Charles S., 101 [Rogers, Charles, 101], 

Ross ,JohnJ. [Dr.]. 

Sadler [Saddler], J. O. 

Scliittncr [Schuttner], Nicholas. 

Shelby, Joseph 0 . [Captain], 

Shoup, F. A., 690* 

Smith, C. [Captain], 

Southeast Missouri District. 

Constituted, 470. 

Sparks, J. H. [Captain], 

Standish, Austin M. [Colonel], 

Staples, Thomas E. [Captain], 

Steen, A. E., 98, 99, 1S6 , 187 [Steele, Brig. Gen. 

(C.), 98, 99, 1S6, 187]. 

Strocky, F. A. [Strockey, Major], 

Sturgeon, Isaac [J.] H. 

Swan,J. C, Steamer. 

Seizure of, 386, 3S7. 

Taggart, G. I. [J.]. 

Taylor, Robert C. [Lieutenant]. 

Taylor, T. T. 

Mentioned, 538 [Taylor, , 53S]. 

Taylor, Zachary [Zacliaiiah]. 




& 

i 



ADDITIONS AND 

lessee Troops (C.). 
lillery— Batteries: 
lunkhead's, 723. 
miry —Battalions: 

,ogwpod’s, 329, 363 [339, 362]. 
val ry— Companies: 

■ Tallentine's , 699. 

■lay wood’s, 699. 

’ini's, 699. 

'Teely’S (J. J.). <>99 - 
Taylor's ( IV. F.) , 351. 

White's, 699. 
fantry— Regiments: 

>fl>, 7 2 3- 
)th, 723. 
us. 

Hilary departments embracing, 390. 
as Troops (C.). 
ivalry— Companies: 

Bennett's [Burnett’s], 
mpson, M. JeiT. 
jrrespondeiice with 
Price, Charles P. 

Tucker, Joseph W. 

irnton John C. C.,33 [Thornton, Major, 33]. 

Sg John T. [Captain]. 

leer, Joseph IV. 

er, Nathan L. [Major], 

ughn, George H. [Vaughan, Captain]. 

-I ini [Vigilini], John P. 
dclell, Owen A. [lieutenant]. 
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Walcott, T. G. [Wolcott, Sergeant]. 

Walker, James A. 

Mentioned, 132 [Walker, , 132]. 

Wallace, Curtis O. [lieutenant]. 

War Department, C. S. 

Correspondence with 
Clarke [Clark] , George W. 

Warren, Leonidas [Captain]. 

Watkins, N. W., 626.* 

Watson, A. C. [Mr.]. 

Weaver, O. R. [lieutenant]. 

Welfrey [Wilfrey], Colonel. 

Whetstone, E. A. [Private]. 

White, J. S.,264, 263, 649, 659 , 699 [White, Captain, 
264, 265, 649, 659.] 

White, Martin [Lieutenant-Colonel] . 

White, President J. [Captain] , 131. 

White, Robert, 188, 247 [White, Colonel, 188, 
247 ]. 

White, W. A. [Private]. 

Whitnell [Wliitnall], David T. 

Wilcox, Marcus S. [Lieutenant]. 

Wilder, A. Carter [Captain], 

Williams, D. H. [Lieutenant]. 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo. 

Battle of, Aug. 10. Reports of , 

Viglini [Vigilini], John P. 

Winston, James [John] PI. 

Woodson, B. II. [Woodward, Colonel]. 

Wynn, Janies [Lieutenant], 

Yell, James [General], 
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r an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official 
rds of the War of the Kebellion, both of tliQ Union and Confed- 

> Armies,” and directed him “ to have copied for the Public Printer 
sports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied 
’inted, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 
ipropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from 
to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “for 
ulnting and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 
K.) copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union and Con- 
•atc) of the War of the Eebellion, so far as the same may be ready 
ublication, during tlie fiscal year”; and that “of said number, 7,000 
»s shall lie for the use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies 
lie use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive 
irtm exits.” 

is compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
■ds of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can 
btained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical 

3 . 

.6 publication will present tbe records in the following order of 
lgeinent : 

e 1st Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Coll- 
ate, of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern 
js, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspond- 
, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is 

> accompanied by an Atlas. 

this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns 
several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the 
ts), and . the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme- 
ly followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c., 
mbraced in the “reports” proper will follow (first Union and next 
ederate) in chronological order. 

e 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
ms, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so 
is the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
•ners. _ 


Vb #4 / 



in 



PREFACE'. 

The 3d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing, their correspondence with 
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the 
first and second series. It will set forth the annual and special reports 
of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of 
the several staff corps and departments j the calls for troops, and the 
correspondence between the National and the several State authorities. 

The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the 
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence 
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series. 

BOBEBT N. SCOTT, 

, Major, Third Art . , and Bvt. Lieut. Col. 

War Department, August 23, 1880. 


Approved: 


ALEX. BAMSEY, 

Secretary of War. 
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OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. 

24, 1861.— Action at Blue Mills, Mo. 

25, 1861.— Maj. Gen. John C. Fr6mont, U. S. Army, assumes command of the 

Western Department. 

Skirmish at Dug Springs, Mo. 

25-27, 1861.— Skirmishes at Harriflonvillo, Mo. 

26, 1861.— Skirmish at MoCulla’s Store, Mo, 

■*==^28 1861, — Now Madrid, Mo., occupied by Confederate troops. 

29, 1861.— Brig. Gen. John Pope, U. S. Army, assumes command in Northern 
Missouri. 

1, 1861. — Skirmish at Edina, Mo. 

2, 1861. — Reconnaissance from Ironton to Centrevillo, Mo. 

2, 1861.— Skirmish at Dug Springs, Mo. 

3, 1861.— Skirmish at McCulla’a Store, Mo. 

5, 1861.— Sirmish at Athens, Mo. 

7-10, 1861.— Expedition to Price’s Landing, Commerce, Benton, and Ham- 
burg, Mo. 

8, 1861.— Brig. Gen.' U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, assumes, command of the 
District of Ironton, Mo. 

10, 1861.— Battle of Oak Hills, Springfield, or Wilson’s Creek, Mo. 

Skirmish at Potosi, Mo. 

11, 1861. — Affair at Hamburg, Mo. 

14, 1861.— Martial law declared in Saint Louis, Mo. 

15, 1861.— Expedition to Saint Genevieve, Mo. 

16. 1861. — Expedition to Fredericktown, Mo. 

16-21, 1861.— Operations around Kirkaville, Mo. 

17, 1861. — Affairs at Hunnewell and Palmyra, Mo. 

Skirmisl\ at Brunswick, Mo. 

19, 1861. — Skirmish at Klapsford, Mo. 

Skirmish at Charleston, Mo. 

20. 1861. — Skirmish at Fish Lake, Mo. 

Attack on railroad train near Lookout Station, Mo. 

21-22, 1861. — Skirmishes at Jonesborough, Mo. 

23, 1861. — Skirmish at Medoc, Mo. 

28, 1861. — Skirmish at Ball’s Mills, Mo. 

28-Sept. 5, 1861. — Operations in Southeastern Missouri. 

29, 1861. — Skirmish at Morse’s Mills, Mo. 

30, 1861. — “Emancipation Proclamation,” issued by General Fr&nont. 
30-Sept. 7, 1861. — Operations in Northeastern Missouri. 

1, 1861. — Brigadier-General Grant, U. S. Army, assumes command in South- 

eastern Missouri. 

Skirmish at Benniglit’s Mills, Mo. 

Skirmish near Fort Scott, Kans. 

1- 3, 1861. — Expeditions through Jefferson County, Mo. 

2, 1861. — The State of Arkansas and all military operations in Missouri 

placed under the command of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, com- 
manding Confederate Department No. 2. 

Action at Dry Wood Creek, Mo. 

Expeditions toward Columbia and Iberia, Mo. 

Skirmish at Dallas, Mo. 

3, 1861. — Columbus and Hickman, Ky., occupied by Confederate forces. * 

4, 1861. — Engagement at Hiekmau and Columbus, Ky. 

Action at Shelbina, Mo. 

5, 1861. — Skirmish at Papinsville, Mo. 

: 6, 1861. — Paducah, Ky., occupied by U. S. forces.” 

Skirmish at Monticello Bridge, Mo. 


* For reports, see Chap. XII of this series. 
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OPERATION'S IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X* 
MAY 10, 1861 — Capture of Camp Jackson, near Saint Louis, Mo. 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1.— Report, of Capt. NatliauieL Lyon, Second IJ. S. Infantry. 

No. 2.— Protest of Brig. Gen. Daniel M. Frost, Missouri State Militia. 

No. 3.— General Harney’s letter transmitting General Frost’s protest. 

No. 1. 

Report of Capt. Nathaniel Lyon , Second 77. S. Infantry. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, May 11, 1861. 
Sm: In compliance with, instructions from your office of the 30tk 
ultimo, I accepted, swore in, and armed 3,136 men and 70 officers of the 


further oilers hut for events to which I will now advert. The steamer 
J. O. Swan arrived at Saint Louis on the night of the 8th, with a large 
supply ot military stores, including, as 1 was informed, muskets, am- 
munition ? and cannon taken on "board at Baton Kongo, and there de- 
tained n om the arsenal. The boat arriving in the niglit. great industry 
was used to transport these stores during the night (and before being 
likely to be exposed m the morning) to the camp of wha,t is called the 
State militia, and which is made up for the most part of what has for a 
long time been known as a body of rabid and violent opposers of 1 
General Government, and who have, during this time, been a terror 
all loyal and peaceful citizens. 


the 

to 



. . J VLKl/tUJL <4J1LU. ui CbUUlUIUUlii 

evidence. Having appealed to the South for assistance, every appear- 
ance indicated a rapid accumulation of men and means for seizing 
Government property and overturning its authority. I accordingly 

i? r - S i a T tha Vi: ider o^ e extraordiuar y measures of the governor and 
egis atme of this State aggressions would soon commence against the 

<? & of -ho 


" ' " Xi : n *«* sne ieit aoie to sustain it. It, 

was therefore necessary to meet this embarrassing complication as 
early as possible, and accordingly I proceeded yesterday with a large 
body of troops supported by artillery, to the camp above referred to! 
and which is situated in the western part of the citv at what is known 
as Lindell’s Grove, between Olive street and Laclede avemie, and arrived 
at 3.1o o'clock p. m., and demanded of General Frost, the commander, 
a surrender of his entire command. Copies of the corresnondencp are 
herewith inclosed.* Of the stores from Baton » 

understood, there were found three 33-pounder guns, one mortar, three 
mortar beds, and a large supply of shot and shells in ale barrels. All 
these arWiery pieces were in boxes of heavy plank, and were addressed 
Tamoroa, care of Greely & Gale, Saint Louis,” “ I. C. R. It.,” to whom 
no delivery was made, this being a guise to cover the movement, and 

FrS'pivtSblr! 8 *’ 8 8e ° 0IMl l0 ‘ tBr ° f 10 ’ i,10l08ed by ° aS "“ a Lyon ’ 866 gSS»1 
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CAPTURE OF CAMP JACKSON, MO. 


!tL & m 6 douKn a rL aS 8 « 0Dg ” IIni011 men saTCdttem fto® close 
xray. iso doubt many arms, the mortars corresponding- to tlm hAria 

'fbufcwMcrSst/or 

: ' materUd'bes^S 3 toitef baggage^camp'equlnSents 1 &o 6 

ufocS Hto'modT 58 W o 6 nrh’ 2 ° < !' “? sket * °* Mted States 
drn-Vmn o/w,,?? 1 ’ ,58 ca l lber j 0 held pieces, brass,- 25 kegs of 

c Hke l Z ^ mJffiSttaS? 1 arm ° heStS ° f nnd “ 
urmg the surrender of Camp Jackson and their passage into our 
3 a mob attacked our force, a published account of which will be 

tr-uard to tl?i? ’ S °- me 5 + ° offi 1 c ® r 1 s a ^ d 639 men > were marched 

fsfmf ^ ’ F evi + ous to which Camp Jackson was taken 

cssion of b;y two regiments of volunteers and two companies of 
lars, under command of Captain Sweeny, who remained in posses 
all night, bringing the entire camp equipage and munitions of war 
this arsenal this morning. To-day the prisoners were all released 
1 ^ exception of one captain, who declined this parole) — the offi- 
on their parole of honor not to fight against the United States dur- 
tliis war, and the men on their oath to the same effect. You will 
>y the returns of an election of brigadier-general for the volunteer 
lido raised here, that I have been elected to this office, which, so far 
B] >ends upon me, I have accepted, and the duties of which I am 
perfouning under the authority of the President. This subject is 
lifted for such action as the Department may determine to be 
or. 


nee the foregoing was written, I have noticed among the stores taken 
Camp Jackson were parts of muskets, all separate, and apparently 
out ever having been put together, and were doubtless taken in this 
1 1 ion from the arsenal. 

is proper and gratifying to mention that Captain Callender, in 
go of the ordnance, has not, either through punctilious exactions 
t forms and responsibilities or assumed monopoly of corps above 
lower of the Government itself, attempted to embarrass me, but, on 
iontrary, has cordially and most efficiently co-ojierated to advance 
Government interests. 

1. F. A. Dick, of this city, who has to this time served as adjutant- 
ral of the brigade of volunteers, will be the bearer of this, and 
3 Washington on business connected with the Government interests 
is place. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. LYOhT, 

Captain, Second Infantry , Commanding. 

1. L. Thomas, Adjutant- General U. S. Army. 


[Inclosuro A.] 


Hdqrs. Camp Jackson, Missouri Militia, 

May 10, 1861. 

i: 1 am constantly in receipt of information that you contemplate 
tack upon my camp, whilst I understand that you are impressed 
the idea that an attack upon the arsenal and United States troops 
ended on the part of the militia of Missouri. I am greatly at a loss 
low what could justify you in attacking citizens of the United 
s who are in the lawful performance of duties devolving upon them 
l* the Constitution in organizing and instructing the militia of the 
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State in obedience to ber laws, and therefore have been disposed to doubt 
the correctness of the information I have received. 

I would be glad to know from you personally whether there is any 
truth in the statements that are constantly poured into my ears. So 
far as regards any hostility being intended toward the United States or 
its property or representatives, by any portion of my command, or, as 
far as I can learn (and I think I am fully informed), of any other part 
of the State forces, I can say positively that the idea has never been 
entertained. On the contrary, prior to your taking command of the 
arsenal, I proffered to Major* Bell, then in command of the very few 
troops constituting its guard, the services of myself and all my com- 
mand, and, if necessary, the whole power of the State, to protect the 
United States in the full possession of all her property. Upon General 
Harney’s ta kin g command of this department, I made the same proffer 
of services to him, and authorized his adjutant-general, Captain Will- 
iams, to communicate the fact that such had been done to the War De- 
partment. I have had no occasion since to change any of the views I 
entertained at that time, neither of my own volition nor through the 
orders of my constitutional commander. 

I trust that, after this explicit statement, we may be able, by fully 
understanding each other, to keep far from our borders the misfortunes 
which so unhappily afflict our common country. 

This communication will be handed to you by Colonel Bowen, my 
chief of staff, who will be able to explain anything not fully set forth in 
the foregoing. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. M. FEOST, 

Brig. Gen., Comdg. Gamp Jackson, M. V. M. 

Capt. K Lyon, 

Comdg. U. 8. Troops in and about Saint Louis Arsenal. 

[Inclosuro B.] 

Headquarters United States Troops, 

Saint Louis, Mo., May 10, 1861. 

Sir: Your command is regarded as evidently hostile towards the 
Government of the United States. It is, for the most part, made up of 
those secessionists who have openly avowed their hostility to the Gen- 
eral Government, and have been plotting at the seizure of its property 
and the overthrow of its authority. 

You are openly in communication with the so-called Southern Con- 
federacy, which is now at war with the United States; and you are 
receiving at your camp, from the said Confederacy, and under 'its flag, 
large supplies of the material of war, most of which is known to be the 
property of the United States. 

These extraordinary preparations plainly indicate none other than 
the well-known purpose ot the governor of this State, under w T hose 
orders you are acting, and whose purposes, recently communicated to 
the legislature, have just been responded to by that body in the most 
unparalleled legislation, having in direct view hostilities to the General 
Government and co-operation with its enemies. 

In view ot these considerations, and of your failure to disperse in 
obedience to the proclamation of the President, and of the eminent 
necessities of State policy and welfare, and the obligations imposed upon 
me by instructions from Washington, it is my duty to demand, and I do 
hereby ueiiuinu 5 of you an immediate surrender of your conunand, with. 
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> other conditions than that all persons surrendering under this de- 
and shall he humanely and kindly treated. Believing myself pre- 
ired to enforce this demand, one-haif hour’s time, before doing so, will 
3 allowed for your compliance therewith. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

K LYOY, 

Captain, Second Infantry , Comdg . Troops. 
General D. M. Frost, Commanding Camp Jaclcson. 


Bo. 2. 


Protest of Brig. Gen. Daniel M. Frost , Missouri State Militia. 

Saint Louis Arsenal, Missouri, May 11, 1861. 
Sir: In accordance with the laws of the State of Missouri, which 
ave been existing for some years, and in obedience to the orders of 
lie governor, on Monday last X entered into an encampment with the 
lilitia force of Saint Louis County, for the purpose of instructing the 
am'e, in accordance with the laws of the United States and of this 
itate. 

Every officer and soldier in my command had taken, with uplifted 
and, the following oatli, to wit: 

You, each, and every one of you, do solemnly swear that you will honestly and 
lithfully serve the State of Missouri against all her enemies, and that you will do 
our utmost to sustain the Constitution and laws of the United States and of this 
tate against all violence, of whatsoever hind or description, and you do further 
wear that you will well and truly execute and obey the legal orders of all officers 
iroperly placed over you whilst oh duty: so help you God. 

Whilst in the peaceable performance of the duties devolved upon me 
rnd my command under these laws, my encampment was yesterday 
unrounded by an overwhelming force of armed men, acting under the 
lommaiid of Oapt. U. Lyon, Second Infantry, U. S. Army, and called 
ipon by him through a written command (marked A) accompanying 
-his.* 

To which communication I replied in the following terms, to wit: 


Camp Jackson, Mo., May 10, 1861. 

Sir : I never for a moment having conceived the idea that so illegal and unconsti- 
jutional a demand a.s I have just received from you would be made by an officer of 
he United States Army, I am wholly unprepared to defend my command from this 
unwarranted attack, and shall therefore be forced to comply with your demand. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. M. FROST, 

Brig. Gen., Comdg. Camp Jaclcson, M. V. M. 

Capt. N. Lyon, Commanding U. S. Troops. 


My command was, in accordance with the above, deprived of their 
arms, and surrendered into the hands of Captain Lyon. After which, 
whilst thus disarmed and surrounded, a fire was opened upon a portion 
of it by his troops, and a number of my men put to death, together with 
several innocent lookers-on — men, women, and children. 

My command was then marched as prisoners of war in triumph to 
this 'place. I am now informed, as I was at the time of the surrender, 
by the captain, that my command may be released upon the officers 


* See inclosure B to report No. 1, p. 6. 
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and men giving tlieir parole “not to take np arms or to serve in a 
military capacity against tlie United States during the present civil 
war.” 

Against the whole proceeding of Captain Lyon, as well as against 
the terms of reloase, I most earnestly protest, for the following reasons : 

That, in addition to the obligation of loyalty which rests upon every 
citizen, every man of my command now held as a prisoner has volun- 
tarily taken an oath to sustain the Constitution and laws of the United 
States. 

That, when my camp was attacked in this unwarrantable manner, 
and during the previous days of its existence, the only flags that floated 
there were those of the United States, with all the stars, and its fellow, 
hearing alone the coat of arms of the State of Missouri. 

That, in addition to all this ? on the morning before this attack was 
made, I addressed to Captain Lyon a communication, informing him 
of the profler of services 1 had previously made of myself and of all my 
command, and, if necessary, the whole power of the State of Missouri, 
to protect the United States property, and assuring him that I had in no 
respect changed those views or opinions, either of my own volition or 
through any orders emanating from my constitutional commander.* 

Under all these circumstances I appeal to you, as the chief represent- 
ative of the United States in this department, for justice on behalf of 
those loyal citizens who are now held as prisoners of war, captured under 
and marching to their place of confinement with the flag of the Union 
flying over tlieir heads. I ask that you will not put upon the command 
the additional indignity of requiring us to give our parole, when we 
have already given our oath in support of the Constitution, but that you 
will order our restoration to the liberties of which we have been illegally 
deprived, as well as of the property of the State and individuals, as the 
larger portion of the equipments have been purchased with the private 
funds of the individuals of my command, both officers and men. 

I trust that such as have been so purchased will at least he restored 
to the proper owners. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. M. FEOST, 

Brigadier- General , Missouri Volunteer Militia. 

General William S. Harney, U. S. A., 

Commanding the Department of the West. 


Ho. 3. 

General Harness letter transmitting General Frost’s protest. 

Hdqrs. Department of t he West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 18, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication [Vo. 2] 
addressed to me under date of the 10th instant, by Brig. Gen. D. M. 
Frost, Missouri Volunteer Militia, in relation to the capture of his com- 
mand at Camp Jackson, near this city, May 10, 1801, by the U. S. troops, 
under the command of Capt. A. Lyon, Second Infantry, t 
I respectfully request the instructions of the Government respecting 


* See incloaure A to report No. 1, p. 5 

tSee also Harney to Townsend, May 13, in “Correspondence, etc.,” post. 



Al\ X.] 


9 


RIOT IN SAINT LOUIS, MO 

e transaction to which General Frost invites attention, and I recom- 
end that the private property captured, munitions of war excepted, 
■ restored. 1 5 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding , 

Lieut. Ool. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Edqrs. of the Army, Washington , D. 0. 


MAY 11, 1801. — Riot in Saint Louis, Mo. 

Report of Capt. Nathaniel Lyon , Second U. S. Infantry. 

Saint Louis Arsenal, May 12 , 1861 . 
Sir : On yesterday I left to Captain Callender and Lieutenant Sax- 
ti the duty of receiving and arming about 1,200 men from the north- 
a portion of the city, who on returning to their station were fired upon 
a mob, which fire was returned by the troops, from which, all told 
both sides, about twelve persons were killed, two of whom, so far as 
im informed, were of the United States troops ; further particulars of 
lieh may be hereafter transmitted. 

General Harney having arrived has assumed command of the depart- 
mt, and has ordered into the city all the troops of the regular service 
w here (except my own company) and four pieces of artillery. 

It is with great delicacy and hesitancy I take the liberty to observe 
at the energetic and necessary measures of day before yesterday, and 
jorted in my communication of yesterday, require persevering and 
usistent exertion to effect the object in view of anticipating combina- 
ns and measures of hostility against the General Government, and 
it the authority of General Harney under these circumstances embar- 
sses, in the most painful manner, the execution of the phans I had 
atemplated, and upon which the safety and welfare of the Govern- 
mt, as I conceive, so much depend, and which must be decided in a 
ry short period. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. LYON, 

Captain, Second Infantry, Commanding. 
Dol. L. Thomas, Adjt. Gen. (J. S. Army, Washington. 


MAY 15, 1861. — Expedition from Saint Louis to Potosi, Mo. 

3REU03RTS. 

To. 1. — Capt. Nathaniel Lyon, Second U. S. Infantry. 

To. 2. — Capt. Nelson Cole, Fifth. Missouri Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Capt. Nathaniel Lyon , Second U. S. Infantry. 

Saint Louis Arsenal, May 16 , 1861 . 
Sir : In consequence of the frequent arrivals at this place of persons 
»m Potosi, complaining of revolting outrages, and being driven from 
3ir homes because of their loyalty to the General Government, I 
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aused a party to proceed to that place, to apprelieiid offending parties 
nd give consolation and relief to the sufferers. The object seems to 
ave been very judiciously accomplished by Captain Cole, or the Fifth 
Missouri Volunteers, whose report is herewith inclosed. It will be seen 
that at De Soto a large secession meeting was defeated and their flag 
taken by the timely arrival of Captain Cole. A list of the prisoners 
detained, and against whom most palpable evidence is understood to 
exist of persevering and systematic cruelty towards the friends of the 
Government, is herewith inclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JLi JL vJJN 2 

Captain , Second Infantry , Commanding . 

Capt. S. Williams, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Rdqrs. Dept. West, Saint Louis , Mo. 


m. 2 . 

Report of Capt. Nelson Colo, Fifth Missouri Infantry. 

Saint Louis Arsenal, May 10, 1801. 

Sir: Herewith I respectfully submit the report of an expedition 
under me in Washington County, Missouri. 

Agreeably to instructions, X left this post last night at 10 o’clock with 
two companies of infantry, consisting of Company A, Fifth Begiment 
Missouri Volunteers, commanded by Capt. FT. Cole, and Company A, 
Bifle Battalion, First Begiment Missouri Volunteers, Capt. L. E. Koni- 
uszeski commanding, with staff officers Surg. E. C. Franklin and Asst. 
Surg. S. H. Melcher, Fifth Begiment Missouri Volunteers, consisting of 
176 men, rank and file. 

Arrived at Ifetosi 3 o’clock a. m. ; surrounded the town by a line of 
sentinels ; posted sentinels around the houses of all persons opposed to 
the Government who had been active in driving from the town good 
and loyal citizens and threatening with death other residents of the 
place. At a preconcerted signal, the inmates of each house were simul- 
taneously arrested, and confined in the court-house of the town, pre- 
viously taken possession of by a detachment of my troops. The resi- 
dences of the respective parties were diligently searched, but no arms 
of any amount were found. Arrested in all 56 men. Forty-seven took 
the oath of allegiance to the Government, and 9 were returned to this 
post as prisoners of war. 

I next i>roceeded to visit two smelting furnaces, the owners of which 
have been recently engaged in furnishing lead to the enemies of this 
Government, and captured 100 pigs of lead $ also seized 325 pigs of lead at 
the railroad depot ; seized also a quantity of wearing material, partly 
manufactured into uniforms for disloyal troops. At 12 o’clock proceeded 
on our return to Saint Louis, stopping at De Soto, about 20 miles distant, 
where a large secession meeting was being held. Disembarking the 
troops, I found the meeting dispersed on our approach. Being informed 
that a body of mounted men, about 50 in number, were still hovering 
about the outskirts of the town, I dispatched a platoon of 40 men to 
capture them, if possible. On being commanded to halt they dismounted, 
fled to the woods, and we succeeded in capturing 15 horses ; seized some 
fire-arms and a secession flag; hoisted the American flag in the town, 
and left 30 men, under command of First Lieutenant Murphy of Com- 
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pany A, Bifie Battalion, Missouri Volunteers, to protect tlie citizens from 
apprehended violence. Embarked the troops on cars ; stopped at Vic- 
toria; seized one of Jeff. Davis’ men, who persisted in hurrahing for 
Jeff. Davis, as a prisoner of war, and returned safely to this post at 6 
o’clock p. m. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

N. COLE, 

Captain Company A, Fifth Regiment , Comdg. 
General Lyon, Commanding. 


JUNE 17, 1861. — Engagement at Booneville, Mo. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, U. S. Army. 

Gamp Cameron, 

Near Booneville , Mo., June 22, 1861. 

Dear Sir: I have received the orders from the War Department 
including this State in the military department under your command. 
Prior to the receipt of these orders I had, in consequence of the procla- 
mation of Governor Jackson, of this State, which seemed to me tanta- 
mount to a declaration of war, ordered a movement of a portion of the 
troops under my command to Jefferson City and in the direction of 
Springfield, Mo., for the purpose of breaking up the hostile organiza- 
tions which I had reason to believe had been formed in those parts of 
the State to resist the authority of the Government. On reaching Jef- 
ferson City with the force under my immediate command, consisting of 
the regular troops and the regiment of Colonel Blair, Missouri volun- 
teers, I found that the governor and the State troops had retired to 
this place, and had collected together three or four thousand men. 

As soon therefore as I was joined at Jefferson City by the regiment 
of Colonel Boernstein, Missouri Volunteers, I left that city under his 
command with three companies, and proceeded to this place with the 
balance of the regiment of Colonel Boernstein, the regiment of Colonel 
Blair, and the regular troops, consisting of Cax>tain Totten’s^battery and 
three companies of infantry, the whole command amounting to about 
1,700 men. With this force I landed, on the morning of the 17th June, 
about 6 miles below Booneville, and about 2 miles below the camp of 
the enemy, and had proceeded a short distance in the direction of 
Booneville when the enemy opened fire upon us. The action, however, 
lasted a very short time, and the enemy were soon routed, their camp 
taken, and the city of Booneville occupied by our troops. I will in a few 
days prepare and forward to you a more detailed account of the affair. 

I have ascertained to-day, from reliable and undoubted information, 
that another camp of the State troops which had collected at Lexing- 
ton, in this State, consisted of many of those who fled from this place 
and the force that had collected at Blue Mills to oppose the movement 
of troops from Leavenworth and Kansas City, and variously estimated 
from 5,000 to 0,000 men, broke up their camp yesterday, and started 
toward the south with the intention of uniting with the troops said to 
be collecting in Arkansas to invade this State. The rumor which has 
been so long prevalent in regard to the contemplated movement from 
Arkansas under Ben. McCulloch appears to me to have assumed shape 
and consistency, and it is no longer to be doubted that such an enter- 
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wise is on foot. To meet it, I had already, before leaving Saint Louis, 
disnatched a large force, consisting of tlie regiments of Colonel Bigel, 
Colonel Salomon, and 6olonel Brown, tinder the command oi nee- 
dier General Sweeny, commanding the CTonS-^fo^unto Ben 
T cannot sneak with precision as to the amount oi toice imaei e . 

McCulloch, but I am disposed to think it cannot be less than , 

men, and all that I hear makes it much Sweater. «, • ^ ^be 

r... *• imrnn'ilP to order the force under Captain oturgis auu ujc 

volunteers with him from Kansas and Iowa to follow the retreating 
forces of the State from Lexington in the direction oi ■ 
to follow with all the speed I can, and as soon as I can procure trans 
nortation another body of the State troops under G eneral Parsons and 
Jackson, wk'o are retreating in the 
the town of Warsaw. I have hopes that the ictreat .of the 1 
Ticvino'ton mav be cut off by the cavalry under Captain Stui^is, and 
that the part/ under General Parsons may ' be: lnt f^ p “ d t ^ 6 “ “gs 
iiiancl which has already been to Spmigheld. But “ ™ tse 
should be able to uuite with McCulloch and the troops from Arkansas, 
it^vill sweff his numbers to 10,000 or 12,000 men; and as it will be 
necessary for me to leave detachments at various points to seuue my 
communications with Saint Louis, it will he necessary ^ ^^XthOTe’- 
i-icmsl force to repel the invading force from Arkansas, and 1 will the 
tore ask if yon approve the disposition of the troops made and contem- 
nhited bv me that you will order three regiments Loin Illinois to maidi 
out bv tlie Southwestern Branch of the Pacific Railroad to Springfield. 
This route has already been secured and guarded, and the passage o 
troons can he rapid and safe, and when the force is concentrated at 
Spring-field will, I trust, enable me to repel any force which may be 

1,1 Allow nm to^cM^hat I think too much attention cannot be given to 
t i u , neC essitv of re-enforcing the troops now in the southwestern part 
of this State, as I am persuaded that formidable preparations have been 

Wellington to attend the session 
of Congress, will see you and give you full explanations m legard to 
affairs here and in Missouri. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ LYQN 

Brig. Gen., U. 8. Volunteers , Commanding. 

Mai. Gen. Georg-e B. McClellan, 

Commanding Western Division. 

p S -I am not advised whether this State continues a portion of the 
Department of the West, nor whether the Department ; of the West, 
vrnth the troops of it, will co-operate with you m this State. 


' Booneyille, Mo., June 30, 1861. 
gw-p • T have been too much absorbed in unavoidable business to make 
a report ofX recent operations of the troops under my command. 

The proclamation of Governor Jackson, of thih S a C ^ nV-ixle it 
instant calling for 50,000 men to war upon the United States, macie l 
^Pc^sai4^ for me to move up the river, in order to anticipate the collec- 
tion of his forces where it appeared likely such collection would be made 
^accordingly proceeded on the 13th instant from Samt Lome with the 
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light battery, under Captain Totten, Second Artillery ; Company B, 
Second Infantry (my company) ; two companies of recruits for the regular 
service, under Lieut. W. L. Lothrop, Fourth Artillery ; First Begiment 
Missouri Volunteers, under Col. F. P. Blair, jr. ; nine companies Second 
Begiment Missouri Volunteers, under Col. Henry Boernstein, and ad- 
vanced by boats to Jefferson City, where I arrived on the 15th about 2 
o’clock p. in., and found the governor had fled and taken his forces to 
Booneville, where, so far as I could then learn, a large force was gath- 
Bring. 

Leaving Colonel Boernstein at Jefferson City, with three companies 
of his regiment, I proceeded on the following day (16th) towards this 
place, and reached a distance of about fifteen miles below here that 
night ; and starting again early next morning, I came to within about 
eight miles, and then landed nearly all my forces, leaving one 8-inch 
howitzer, with an artillery party and Captain Richardson’s company, 
First Missouri Volunteers, as guard to the three boats, and this party 
had instructions to advance within range for the siege howitzer of what 
was understood to be the position of the rebel camp, and to fire upon 
it. This was done with good effect. In the morning two companies of 
the Second Begiment Missouri Volunteers, under Major Osterhaus, Com- 
panies A and B, Captains Schadt and Kobr, were thrown forward as 
skirmishers with excellent effect. Company B, Second Infantry, under 
Sergt. Win. Griffin ; Captain Totten’s battery, two companies of recruits, 
regular service, under Lieutenant Lothrop ; Colonel Blair’s First Regi- 
ment, and four companies of the Second Missouri Volunteers, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Schaeffer, formed the order of column in march. 

Af ter about two miles’ march we met an advanced party ol the rebel 
forces, which opened fire upon us, but soon fell back. To meet this 
resistance, the skirmishers already forward were collected to the right 
of our road. Company B, Second Infantry, was thrown out to the left, 
and opened fire. Two pieces of Captain Totten’s battery were brought 
into play, and several shots fired. In advancing from this point, Lieu- 
tenant Lothrop, with a company of artillery recruits, Captain Yates 
Company H, Missouri Volunteers, and one additional company from the 
Third Missouri Volunteers, were thrown forward to the right of the 
road, and in line with our advance. . . „ 

After proceeding about one mile, the enemy was discovered m force. 
Company B, Second Infantry, on the left, was now supported by Com- 
pany B, First Missouri Voluuteers, Captain Maurice. The enemy, hav- 
ing shelter of a house (owned by Wm. M. Adams) and a thicket of wood 
behind it, held their position for a while, during which time our ap- 
proach brought us on to high and open ground, and here most of our 
casualties occurred. Captain Totten’s battery here did effective service, 
and our troops on both flanks steadily advanced. Captain Burke’s com- 
pany, K, First Begiment Missouri Volunteers, now came forward on 
the left, and engaged the enemy. In falling back the enemy took 
advantage of sundry iioints to deliver a fire and continue retreating. 
This continued till we arrived above their camp, which was situated 
to our right, near the river, and which about this time was taken pos- 
session of by Captain Cole, with his company, E, First Begiment Mis- 
souri Volunteers, who had been sent to the right to extend our front. 

Companies C, Captain Stone; A, Captain Fuchs; F, Captain Gratz; 
G, Captain Cavender, took part in skirmishing and relieving those first 
engaged. Two pieces of artillery were taken (iron 6-pounders). Con- 
siderable camp equipage and about 500 stand of arms of all sorts were 
taken. About 60 prisoners taken were released upon oath to obey the 
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laws of the General Government and not oppose it during tlie present 
civil troubles. 

On approaching this city I was met by a deputation of citizens, asking 
security from plunder from my troops, to which I gave an affirmative 
response, on condition of no, opposition to my entrance and occupying 
of it. This was promised, so far as in their power, and on reaching the 
town I required the mayor and city council to accompany my entrance. 
A part of my command was now quartered in the city, and the remainder 
returned to the boats, now located opposite the fair grounds, at the 
lower side of the town. This fair ground had been taken by the State 
for an arsenal, and a considerable number of old rusty arms and car- 
tridges were found. 

Our loss consisted of 2 killed, 1 missing, and 9 wounded, two of whom 
have since died. The loss of the rebel force is not known. 

The troops of Governor Jackson dispersed, but for the purpose of as- 
sembling at Lexington. This assembly, however, did not continue, and 
was broken up soon after, many persons, I am informed, returning to 
their homes, and a considerable portion going south, in expectation of 
meeting re-enforcements from Arkansas. It is certain that Governor 
Jackson, with an escort, has gone from here in that direction, and most 
of his military leaders with him. I had intended pursuit soon after the 
breaking up of the Lexington camp, but have been unavoidably delayed 
by the trouble of getting up a train here and by continued and heavy 
rains. I hope to start soon with about 2,400 troops and some artillery, 
and proceed to Springfield, and there conform to emergencies as they 
shall be found to exist. In the mean time I have given orders to have 
this river occupied, with a view to keep hostile forces from getting it 
under control. 

Surg. F. M. Cornyn, First Begiment Missouri Volunteers, and Maj. H. 
A. Conant acted as staff officers for me during the day with the utmost 
zeal and intelligence.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. LYON, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers , Commanding. 

Gen. George B. McClellan, 

Commanding Division of Volunteers , Cincinnati , Ohio. 


JULY 5, 1861 — Engagement near Carthage, Mo., embracing actions at Dry 
Eork Creek and Brier Eork. * 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1. — Capt. Thomas W. Sweeny, Second U. S. Infantry. 

No. 2. Col. Franz Sigel, Third Missouri Infantry (Union), with congratulatory letter 
from General Lyon. 

No. 3.— Brig. Gen. J ames S. Rains, commanding Second Division Missouri State Guard 
(Confederate). 

No. 4.— Col. Richard H. Weightman, commanding First Brigade, Second Division, 
Missouri State Guard. 

No. 5.— Col. James McCown, Second Cavalry, Eighth Division Missouri State Guard. 
No. 6.— Col. R. L. Y. Peyton, Third Cavalry, Eighth Divisio n Missouri State Guard. 

* See, also, Lyon to Harding, June 18, in “ Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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!To. 7.— Lieut. Col. Richard A. Vaughan [Bauglian ?], Seventh Cavalry, Eighth Di- 
vision, Missouri State Guard. 

STo. 8.— Brig. Gen. John B. Claris:, commanding Third Division Missouri State Guard, 
tfo. it.— Brig. Gen. William Y. Slack, commanding Fourth Division Missouri State 
Guard. 

^o. 10.— Col. B. A. Rives, First. Cavalry, Fourth Division Missouri State Guard. 

So. 11. Biig. Gen. Momoe M. Parsons, commanding Sixth Division Missouri State 
G uard. 


No. 1. 

Beport of Gapt. Thomas W. Sweeny, Second 17. S. Infantry. 

Headquarters Southwest Expedition, 

Springfield, Mo., July 12, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I left Saint Louis Sunday, 
Tune 23, with 300 men, and arrived at Rolla, the terminus of the South- 
vest Branch of the Pacific Railroad, the same day, where I established 
i depot. I proceeded from that point the following day, and arrived at 
this place Monday, July 1, having established garrisons at various points 
along the route to keep my communications open. 

After taking the necessary steps to make this my center of operations, 
1 issued orders to Colonel Sigel and Colonel Salomon, the headquarters 
of whose regiments were at Sarcoxie and Neosho, to concentrate their 
forces and move in the direction of Carthage, where, I was led to believe 
from information received, Governor Jackson’s and General Rains’ forces 
were encamped. In compliance with my orders, Colonel Sigel advanced 
with all his force, except one company left at Neosho, to the point des- 
ignated, and at about 10 o’clock in the morning of the 5th instant 
engaged the enemy. The enemy, being vastly superior in numbers, 
completely surrounded our troops and attempted to cut them off. Upon 
receiving information of these facts, I hastily collected about 400 men, 
and within three hours after receiving the intelligence was on my way 
to relieve Colonel Sigel’s command. I fell in with the retreating column 
at Mount Vernon, Lawrence County, and prepared to give the enemy 
battle, who I learned from my scouts was advancing in great force. 
Having remained at Mount Vernon for two days, I took up my line of 
march for this place, fearing an attack on it from the combined forces 
of Jackson, Rains, Price, and McCulloch, whose troops I learned were 
about to form a junction on the Arkansas frontier, towards which the 
enemy retired from Carthage. 

I have an effective force of 2,600 officers and men at this point under 
my command, and feel confident in my ability to hold until joined by 
General Lyon, who I learn is within two or three days’ march of me. 

I am very deficient in ammunition for the eight field pieces attached 
to this command ; also for the .69-caliber rifle musket with which the 
principal part of my command is armed. I have repeatedly presented 
my wants in these particulars, and pressed them upon the attention of 
the authorities at the Saint Louis Arsenal without effect. 

The inhabitants of this portion of the country are generally loyal, and 
since my arrival here I have organized several regiments of Home 
Guards, but they are very deficient in arms and ammunition. Mounted 
troops are much needed. Colonel Wyman’s regiment Illinois Volunteers 
is expected to arrive here soon. 

Inclosed please find official report of the battle at Dry Pork [No. 2]; 
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also a plan of the battle.* I inclose a printed copy of a proclamation 
issued by me at this place on the 4th instant. t 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SWEENY, 

Captain , Second Infantry , Commanding . 

Hon. Simon Cameron, 

Secretary of War , Washington, I). G. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Franz Sigel , Third Missouri Infantry [Union). 

Headquarters Colonel Sigel’s Command, 

Springfield , Mo., July 11, 1861. 

Sir : After having arrived at Sareoxie, 22 miles from Neosho, at 5 
o’clock p. m. on Friday, the 28th of June, I was informed that a force 
of 700 to 800 men were encamped at Pool’s Prairie, about 6 miles south 
of Neosho, under the command of General Price. I also received a re- 
port that Jackson’s troops, Parsons in command, camped 15 miles north 
of Lamar, on Thursday, the 27th, and on Friday, the 28th, and that 
they were there first informed of Government troops being in Spring- 
field on their march to the West. Bains’ forces were reported having 
passed Papinsville on Thursday evening, the 27th, and being a day’s 
march behind Jackson on the 28th. I immediately resolved to march 
first against the troops at Pool’s Prairie, and then, turning to the north, 
attack the forces of Jackson and Bains, and to open my communication 
with General Lyon’s troops, who were said to have had an engagement 
on the 28th of June at Ball’s Mill, on the banks of the Little Osage 
Biver, about 15 miles north of Nevada City, and to whom I had sent 
several scouts, of which only one returned, but without bringing reliable 
intelligence. 

Scarcely had our troops left Sareoxie on the morning of the 29th, 
when 1 received information that the camp at Pool’s Prairie was broken 
up on the same morning, and that the troops had fled towards Elk Mills, 
80 miles southwest of Neosho, in the direction of Camp Walker, near 
Maysville, which place is not far from the southwest corner of the State 
of Missouri. 

It was now my duty to give all my attention to the northern forces 
of the enemy. Apprehending that they would try to find their way to 
Arkansas, I ordered a detachment of two companies and two pieces of 
artillery, under the command of Captain Cramer, to Cedar Creek and 
Grand Falls, to occupy the Military and Kansas line road, and to obtain 
all possible information relative to the northern troops of the enemy. 
I also ordered the battalion under Colonel Salomon, on his march from 
Mount Vernon to Sareoxie, to unite with the troops under my command 
at Neosho by forced marches. As soon as this battalion had arrived, 
and our troops were sufficiently prepared, I directed them from Neosho 
and Grand Falls to Diamond Grove (7 miles south of Carthage), where 
they arrived at noon and advanced towards the north. 

One company of Captain Hackmann I ordered to move from Mount 
Vernon to Sareoxie. Captain Conrad, of Company B, Bifie Battalion,. 


* Omitted as unimportant. 


tNot found. 
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Third Regiment, I ordered to stay in Neosho as garrison, and for the 
protection ot the (Tnion-loving people against bands of secessionists, 
but to. retreat to Sarcoxie if he should find it necessary. Company H' 
Captain Eldest, was one of the two companies sent "to Grand Falls! 
from, which place this company had not returned when the battle com- 
menced. 

On. the evening of the 4tli of July, after a march of 20 miles, the 
troops went into camp on the southeast of Carthage, behind the Spring 
Hirer. It was now as much as certain that Jackson’s troops, reported 
4,000 strong, were about nine miles before us, their scouts swarming 
ever the great plateau to the north of Carthage, and almost within our 
sight. 

The troops under my command on the 5th of July who were engaged 
in the action of the day were composed as follows : Nine companies of 
the Third Eegiment, with a total effective strength of 550 men ; seven 
companies of the Fifth Eegiment, numbering 400 men ; two batteries of 
artillery, four pieces each. With these troops I advanced slowly to- 
wards the enemy, our skirmishers driving before them numerous squads 
of mounted riflemen, who were observing our march. The baggage 
train followed our troops at a distance of about three miles. 

Alter crossing Dry Fork Creek, G miles beyond Carthage, and ad- 
vancing 3 miles farther, we found the enemy in line of battle on an 
elevated ground, gradually rising from the creek, and about one and 
a half miles distant. Their first line was formed in three regiments, 
deployed in line, and with proper intervals between them. Two regi- 
ments, forming the wings, consisted of cavalry, the center of infantry, 
cavalry, and two pieces of artillery. The other pieces were posted on 
the right, and one on the left wing. The whole force within our sight 
may have numbered 3,500 men, besides a strong reserve in the rear. 

As our advance guard was already engaged, I sent two pieces of ar- 
tillery and two companies of the Third Eegiment forward to assist them. 
One piece of artillery and one company of the Third Eegiment of infantry 
I posted behind the creek, as a guard against movements of the cavalry 
towards our rear and our baggage. The remainder of our troops I 
formed in the following order : The second battalion of the Third Eegi- 
inent, under the command of Major Bisclioff, on the left in close column: 
next to them, four pieces of artillery; in the center, the Fifth Eegiment! 
in two separate battalions, under Colonel Salomon and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Wolff; on the right, three pieces of artillery, under the command of 
Captain Essig, and to liis right the First Battalion of the Third Eegi- 
ment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hassendeubel. 

When these dispositions were made, and after we had advanced a 
few hundred yards, I ordered Major Backof to commence his fire with 
all the seven pieces against the enemy’s lines. The fire was answered 
promptly. I observed now that the two mounted regiments of the rebel 
army prepared themselves to turn our right and left. They moved by 
the flank, and, describing a wide circle, left great intervals between them 
and the center. I immediately directed the whole fire of our artillery 
against the right of the enemy’s center, so that in a short time the fire 
of his artillery began to slacken on this point. 

I formed now a chain of skirmishers between our pieces, ordered two 
pieces of Captain Essig’s battery from the right to our left wing, and 
made known to the commanders and troops that it was my intention to 
gain the heights by advancing with our left and taking position on the 
right flank of the enemy’s center. In this critical moment, Captain 
Wilkins, commander of one of the two batteries, declared that he was 
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unable to advance for want of ammunition. No time could be lost. 
One part of the troops on tbe extreme right and left were already en- * 
gaged with the mounted troops, and to advance with the rest without 
the assistance of artillery seemed to me a movement which could easily 
turn out into a deroute. ' The moral effect of the enemy’s mounted regi- 
ments behind our lines, although the real danger was not great, could 
not he denied. To lose our whole baggage was another consideration 
of importance. It was therefore with great mortification that I ordered 
one part of the troops behind Dry Fork Creek, whilst Lieutenant- Colo- % 
nel Hassendeubel, with the First Battalion of the Third and a battalion 
of the Fifth Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wolff, followed by four 
pieces of Captain Wilkins’ battery, repaired to the baggage train to de- 
fend it against the projected attack. 

The enemy followed slowly toward Dry Fork Creek. Captain Essig’s 
battery had taken position behind the ford, assisted by one company of 
the Fifth Regiment (Captain Stephani) on the left, and two companies of 
the Third Regiment (Captains Dengler and Golmer) on the right, whilst 
two companies of the Fifth Regiment (Stark and Meissner) remained as a 
reservebelimd both wings. It was at this* point that these troops resisted 
the enemy’s entire force for two hours and inflicted on him the severest 
losses. 

Up to this time tlie rebellious flag bad sunk twice amidst the tri- 
umphant shouts of the United States volunteers. Meanwhile the two 
large bodies of cavalry had completely surrounded us, and had formed 
into line against our rear. They were posted behind a small creek, 
called Buck’s Branch, which we had to pass. To meet them, I left the 
position on Dry Fork, and ordered two pieces to the right and two pieces 
to the left of our reserve and baggage, assisted by parts of the Fifth 
and Third Regiments in column, under Colonel Salomon and Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wolff, whilst Lieutenant-Colonel Hassendeubel, with his 
well-known ability, formed three companies of the First Battalion, 
Third Regiment, in line, and in front of the baggage, against the cav- 
alry. Behind these troops and baggage Lieutenant Schrickel,- of the. 
First Battery of Artillery, with two companies, was acting as a rear 
guard against the main body of the enemy, moving from Dry Fork. 
After one round of our whole line, the infantry moved in double-quick 
time towards the enemy, and routed him completely. His flight was 
accompanied by tremendous hurrahs of our little army. 

The troops and baggage train crossed the creek, and retreated unmo- 
lested to the heights crowning the north side of Carthage before Spring 
River. Here they took position again. The enemy advanced slowly 
with his center, while he pushed forward his cavalry to turn our right 
and left, and to gain the Springfield road. As I thought it most neces- 
sary and important to keep open my communications with Mount Ver- 
non and Springfield, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Wolff, with two pieces 
of artillery (Lieutenant Schaefer, Second Battery), to pass Carthage, and 
to occupy the eastern heights on the Sarcoxie road. Captain Cramer, 
with two companies (Indest and Zeis), had to follow him, and to guard 
the west side of the town against a movement of the enemy towards this 
side. Our rear guard took possession of the town to give the remainder 
of the troops time to rest, as they had, after a march of 22 miles on the 
4th and 18 miles on the 5th, been in action the whole day since 1) o’clock 
in the morning, exposed to an intense beat, and almost without eating 
or drinking. The enemy, taking advantage of his cavalry, forded Spring 
River on different points, spread through the woods, and, partly dis- 
mounted, harassed our troops from all sides. I therefore ordered the 
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retreat towards Sarcoxie, under the protection of our artillery and 
infantry, taking first position on the heights behind Carthage., and 
then at the entrance of the road of Sarcoxie into the woods 2§ miles 
southeast of Carthage. From this place our troops passed unmolested 
to Sarcoxie. The losses of all the troops under my command on this day 
were 13 killed and 31 wounded. Among the latter, Captain Strodtmann, 
Company E, Third Begiment, and Lieutenant Bischoff, Company B, of 
the same regiment. The First Battery lost nine horses, the Third Begi- 
inent, Major Bischoff, one. One baggage wagon was lost in Carthage 
for want of horses to move it. 

According to reliable information, the enemy’s losses have not been 
less than 350 to 400. One of their pieces was dismounted and another 
burst. 

It is with the deepest regret that I must report the surprise and cap- 
ture of Captain Coura^V. and his company of 94 men at Beosho on the 
5th of July. Officers afx! men were released on oatli not to bear arms 
against the Confederate States during the war. 

With the greatest pleasure, and to do justice to the officers and men 
under my command, I must say that they fought with the greatest skill 
and bravery. Although more than once menaced in flank and rear by 
large forces of cavalry, and attacked in front by an overwhelming force, 
they stood like veterans, and defended one position after the other with- 
out one man leaving the ranks. 

With the most sincere thanks, I acknowledge the services of the Fifth 
Begiment under their brave commanders and adjutant j they showed 
themselves as true friends and comrades of battle. And so did the artil- 
lery and their able commander, Major Backof, who, as well as Adjutants 
Albert and Heinrichs, assisted me during the whole day in performing 
the duties involved in my command. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, yours, 

F. SIGEL, 

Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade Missouri Volunteers . 

Brigadier-General Sweeny, 

Commanding Southicest Expedition. 


Headquarters Army or the West, 

Springfield , ilio., July 25,1861. 

J. M. Schofield, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The general commanding, having examined with care the official re- 
port made by Col. F. Sigel, commanding Second Brigade, Missouri 
Yolunteers, of the engagement between the troops under his command 
and the rebel forces on the 5th instant, takes great pleasure in express- 
ing in. this official manner his high appreciation of the generalship dis- 
played by this able commander and of the high soldierly qualities exhibited 
by his officers and men. The general commanding tenders to Colonel 
Sigel and his command his thanks, and those of a grateful country, for 
their brilliant service. 

' 2T. LYOBT, 

Brigadier- General, Comma nding Army of the West. 
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No, 3. 


Report of Brig. Gen. James S. Rains, Missour i State Guard ( Confederate ),* 


Hdqrs. Second Division Missouri State Guard, 

July 20, 1861. 

Sir: I have the honor to report to you the action of my division in 
the several engagements of the 5th instant. 

About 1 o’clock on the morning of the 5th I received an order from 
your excellency to take up the line of march at 4 a. m. southward 
towards Carthage, assigning my command to the right front. My force 
consisted of the First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Weight-man, of 
the First Cavalry. This brigade was composed of Capt. Hiram. Bledsoe’s 
company of artillery (three pieces — one 12-pounder and two 0-pounders), 
40 men, and Captain McKinney’s detachment q^infantry, 1G men, com- 
manded by Lieutenant- Colonel Bosser, of the 1 First Infantry ; Colonel 
Graves’ independent regiment infantry, 271 men; Colonel Hurst’s Third 
Begiment Infantry, 521 men, and Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane’s battalion 
of infantry, 350 men, being in all 1,204 strong. 

The cavalry brought on the field consisted of Companies A and B 
and part of H of the Third Cavalry, 115 men, commanded by Colonel. 
Peyton, to whom was attached the companies of Captains Stone and 
Owens. The First Battalion of the Independent Cavalry, 250 men, com- 
manded by Colonel McCown; Lieutenant-Colonel Bauglm’s ['Vaughn | 
battalion of the Fourth Cavalry, 200 men, and Capt. Joseph O. Shelby’s 
company of Bangers, 43 men, making a total of 1,812 men. The remain- 
ing portion of my command, being unarmed, was used to present the 
appearance of a reserve corps and baggage guard. My division took 
up the line of march as ordered, and most "of them without having 
prepared any breakfast. 

About 7 a. m., having inarched some 5 miles, our scouts reported 
the enemy in force 3 miles in advance. I immediately went for- 
ward with some of my staff to reconnoiter their movements and ex- 
amine the ground. Perceiving that they were descending a slope 
towards a creek skirted on both sides with timber, I sent orders to 
Captain Shelby, who was in the advance, to halt and detain the whole 
command out of view, hoping that the enemy would .cross the creek, 
when I could oblige them to take position in the bottom, while I drew 
up my force on the height commanding it. My expectations were 
realized, and after the enemy had crossed the creek I ordered Captain. 
Shelby forward to check their advance. I then directed Colonel 
Weightman to deploy the brigade in order of battle on the ridge of 
prairie overlooking the enemy. This order was executed with celerity 
and precision, he placing Colonel Graves on the right, the artillery in 
the center, and Colonel Peyton to take position on the right of the First 
Brigade, and extend oyer their line as far as practicable towards the 
timber, the other division taking position on the left of my command. 
The ground upon which our army was drawn up was a high ridge of 
prairie, gently sloping southward, with undulations to a creek about 
one mde and a quarter distant. In front of our right was a large field 
of corn extending to the timber on the creek. The enemy, under com- 
mand of Colonel Sigel, apparently about 2,000 strong, with seven pieces 
of artillery, took up their position on the north side of the creek, about 


This report is printed from an official copy, and it has been impossible to verify 
the names of individuals or organizations. 
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three-quarters of a mile from the timber, and threw a few spherical -case 
shot at Captain Shelby’s company, which was ordered back to the main 
line. This movement, conducted in the face of both armies, was ex- 
ecuted with a precision worthy of the parade ground. 

I then sent this company to the extreme right, to reconnoiter the 
timber and examine for a crossing. The action commenced by the 
enemy opening a heavy fire from their battery. This was promptly 
responded to by the artillery of General Parsons’ command, which had 
unlimbered on the left of my division. Captain Bledsoe, under the 
direction of Colonel Weightman, then opened a steady and well-directed 
fire upon the densest of the enemy’s masses, forcing them to take refuge 
in the depression of prairie and finally to retire some 200 yards, 
when Colonel Weightman promptly and gallantly advanced his 'whole 
brigade in battle order and reopened his fire from Captain Bledsoe’s 
guns. By this time I had led the cavalry on the right through the 
corn field with a view of our flanking the enemy, or, if the ground was 
suitable, of charging their battery. 

The enemy opened with some execution a -well-directed fire of grape 
and splierical-case shot upon our advancing column, which sustained 
itself with much gallantry, and Colonel Sigel, fearing that his army 
would be outflanked, and suffering very much from the rapid and well- 
directed fire from Captain Bledsoe’s battery, retired under cover of his 
battery across the creek. 

Colonel Weightman, in his report, speaks in the highest terms of the 
coolness and steadiness of the First Brigade throughout this portion of 
the engagement, and I bear grateful testimony as to the eagerness with 
which the cavalry desired to charge over the most unfavorable ground. 
Our loss up to this time was very small. 

Colonel. Weightman, now joined by Colonel Hurst’s regiment, ad- 
vanced, and perceiving the enemy posted on a ridge beyond the creek, 
unlimbered within 400 yards of the enemy’s battery and opened upon 
them with round shot and canister, while the infantry advanced to 
engage the enemy at close quarters. This point was severely contested 
and the loss great. 

The officers of Captain Bledsoe’s artillery are reported to have most 
gallantly served their guns in person, two of them (Lieutenants Wal- 
lace and Higgins) after being wounded; the latter falling exhausted 
under the muzzle of his piece. 

Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane, in the most gallant style, pressed forward 
with his command, and, aided by a portion of General Clark’s division, 
repulsed the enemy fiom their position. 

Colonel Sigel again commenced a retrograde movement, and retreated 
across a prairie 5 miles to Spring Fiver, closely followed by the in- 
fantry find artillery. The -cavalry under my command, joined by a 
regiment of General Slack’s division, commanded by Colonel Fives, 
endeavored to outflank them on the right, but the retreat was so rapid 
as to defeat our object. On nearing Spring Fiver we attempted ty 
intercept the enemy’s crossing, but they again opened a heavy and 
destructive fire from their artillery, which compelled us to take a cross- 
ing higher up, and, pushing forward, endeavored to surround the 
town. 

For the details of the actions of the First Brigade in their several 
contests for the city I refer you to the able report of Colonel Weight- 
man. 

As I was enabled to reach the rear of Carthage, I dismounted the 
whole command, who eagerly pressed to the support of their comrades 
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engaged in town, and just arrived in time to see tlie complete rout of 
the enemy. 

Our loss in these engagements amounts to 44 killed and wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonels Rosser and O’Kane and Captain Bledsoe are 
favorably introduced to my notice by Colonel Weightmau, and I take 
great pleasure in seconding his recommendation, and ask leave to add 
to the list the name of Col. Richard II. Weightmau as deserving a brevet 
for gallant and meritorious [conduct]. 

To the officers and men of my command I return my thanks for their 
gallant bearing and their dauntless zeal for the cause so dear to us all. 

The great object of our march is about complete, and, though com- 
menced under difficulties that discourage many, yet, with a column of 
veteran troops threatening our rear and powerful force of the enemy 
in front, we can congratulate ourselves on a victory which is but the 
prestige of our ultimate success. 

To Colonels McMertre [McMurtryf] and Woodard, Assistant Quarter- 
master Barkery, and others of my staff, I am indebted for their aid in 
conveying orders, and to my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant-Colonel Maclean, 
for his assistance in the disposition of the forces and arrangement of 
the line of battle. 

The report of Colonel Weightmau and other officers, along with tlie 
list, of killed and wounded, is hereby attached and made a part of this 
report.* 

I am, sir, with much consideration, your obedient servant, 

JAMES S. BAINS, 

Brig. Gen., Gomdg. Second Division Missouri State Guard. 

Brig. Cen. W. Hough, 

Adjutant- General Missouri State Guard. 


No. 4, 

Report of Col. Richard IL Weightmau , commanding First Brigade , Second 
Division, 'Missouri State Guard. 

Hdqes. First Brigade, Second Division, 

July 17, 1801. 

General : In obedience to your orders I have the honor to report 
the operations of my First Brigade of your division of the Missouri 
State Guards in the battles of 5th instant, and will of course strictly 
confine myself to its operations without mention of the actions of others, 
unless in eases where such mention may be necessary to explain the 
movements, &c., of this brigade. The First Brigade on the day of the 
battles was 1,204 strong, composed as follows: Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rosser, First Regiment Infantry, commanding; Ca.pt. Hiram Bledsoe’s 
company of artillery, three pieces (one 12 and two 0 pounders), 40 men, 
grid Captain McKinney’s detachment of infantry, 10 men, and Colonel 
Graves’ Second Regiment of Infantry, 271 men; Colonel Hurst’s Third 
Regiment of Infantry, 521 men ; Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane’s battalion 
of infantry, 350 men. 

On the morning of the 5th of July, about 8 o clock, while the Army 
of Missouri was on the march southward towards Carthage, about 10 
miles from that place (your division in advance), I was directed by you 
to deploy my brigade in order of battle, to meet the enemy, more than 

Nominal list of casualties^ omitted, shows— Killed, 1 officer and 2 enlisted men, and 
wounded, 5 officers and 36 enlisted men. 
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2,000 strong', with eight pieces of artillery, then advancing' to attack ns. 
Accordingly I arranged the brigade in order of battle, Colonel Graves 
on the right, the artillery in the center, and Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane 
•on the left. At this time Colonel Hurst was 3 miles in the rear with 
his regiment, which, having marched since 4 o’clock in the morning 
without breakfast, had, with my authority and of necessity, stopped to 
prepare a meal. I immediately dispatched a courier to the rear for him, 
and directed him to come forward at speed and take position on the 
right of Colonel Graves. You, general, with the remainder and greater 
portion of your command (composed principally of mounted men), while 
I was deploying, took position oil the extreme right of the Army of 
Missouri. On the line thus taken by your division the other divisions 
formed as they successively came on the ground. 

The engagement was begun about 8.30 o’clock a. in. by the enemy’s 
artillery, which opened a heavy fire of round shot, shell, spherical- 
case shot, and grape. This was promptly responded to by the artillery 
of General Parsons’ division, four 6-pounders, which had unlimbered in 
gallant style immediately on the left of my brigade. Captain Bledsoe 
then opened upon the enemy a steady and well-directed fire, by my 
direction, aiming at the densest of the enemy’s masses, ceasing fire 
■whenever the enemy, driven from their ranks, took refuge in depres- 
sions on the plains so as to be out of sight, and reopening upon them 
as they again showed themselves in masses, notwithstanding the fire 
from tiie enemy’s artillery was rapid and well directed, and continued 
for forty minutes. Our loss, owing to the fact that our line presented 
no depth to them, was small. 

At this point Major Murray, of Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kaue’s bat- 
talion, had his horse shot under him by grape shot. The enemy then 
slowly retired for about 200 yards, halted, and commenced the engage- 
ment^ when I advanced the whole line of the brigade in battle order, 
mid reopened lire upon him by Captain Bledsoe’s guns, General Par- 
sons’ artillery having by this time retired, as I learn, for w r ant of ammu- 
nition. At this time the cavalry of your division, under your immediate 
command, was closing on the enemy’s left flank, and at the same time a 
large body of cavalry from some of the other divisions was threatening 
liis*' right flank, and the enemy, after cannonading us but a few minutes, 
again retired under cover of the fire of his artillery, passing through 
the timber which skirted its banks, crossed Bear Greek, one of the trib- 
utaries of Spring River, about If miles in rear of their second position. 

Up to this time the engagement had been in the open prairie, without 
shelter for the infantry or artillery of my brigade, who, being immedi- 
ately in front of the enemy and in liis line of attack, received the great 
severity of liis fire. I cannot too much commend to your favorable 
notice the steadiness, worthy of disciplined troops, displayed by infantry 
and artillery of the brigade. Before the enemy returned the second 
time, Colonel Hurst, with liis regiment, came forward from the rear at 
double-quick time, and took the position assigned him on the right of 
Colonel Graves. I again advanced in battle order the whole line of the 
brigade. 

As I neared the timber, proceeding along the road I discovered the 
■enemy through the openings through which the road passed posted in 
force on the brow of the hill on the opposite bank of the creek, distant 
.about 400 yards, and only to be seen through the opening. At this 
exposed point I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Rosser to have the artillery 
unlimbered and to open fire upon the enemy, and at the same time I 
directed the infantry on either wing of the brigade to pass into and 
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through the timber, and engage the enemy at close quarters. All these 
orders were promptly obeyed amidst a storm of grape. The artillery 
steadily unlimbered, and opened a carefully-aimed lire upon the enemy. 
Lieut. Col. T. H. Rosser in person, with the calmness of a professor of 
entomology examining a rare addition to his collection, aimed one of 
the guns, while the enemy’s grape shot tore up the earth and disabled 
men and horses around him. In the course of the cannonading at this 
point Oapt. Hiram Bledsoe and Lieutenant Wallace, of the artillery, 
and Oapt. F. M. McKinney, of infantry, all of Lieutenant-Colonel Ros- 
ser’s command, in person served the guns, in consequence of the number 
of men disabled, Lieutenant Wallace remaining at his post, though 
twice wounded in the leg. 

At this point the artillery lost in wounded the gallant Lieut. Charles 
Higgins, seriously but not fatally wounded, who, shot down at the gun 
he was serving, gained his feet and continued the loading until com- 
pleted, and fell exhausted under the muzzle of his piece ; Lieutenant 
Wallace very slightly wounded, and 8 privates. Three horses were also 
wounded, and 4 killed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane, with his battalion, upon the receipt of 
my order, advanced rapidly through a field, and on the skirt of the tim- 
ber nearest to us fell in with the enemy, and aided by Captains Caines’ 
and Kelly’s companies (General Clark’s division) and Colonel Burbridge’s 
regiment (General Clark’s division), engaged the enemy, and after a 
short conflict drove him through the timber across the creek back upon 
his main body. Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kane had his horse shot under 
him, and suffered a loss of 2 killed and 20 wounded. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel O’Kaue makes honorable mention of Captains Hale and Vaughn, 
who rushed into the conflict, and also of Captains McElratlx and Gray, 
and Lieutenant Taylor, commanding Captain Warren’s company — Cap- 
tain Warren having been shot through the leg by a grape shot. 

Responding with spirit and zeal to my order, Colonels Graves and 
Hurst threw their regiments into the timber on the right of the artillery, 
and advancing to the creek found it impassable on the direct line of 
attack at which they reached it, and, being forced to seek a ford at a 
point below, passed through the timber on the farther bank of the creek 
on the enemy’s left flank, but not until lie was in the act of retiring. 
The enemy was a third time forced to retire. 

By this time it was 2 o’clock p. m. The entire brigade, with the ex- 
ception of Colonel Graves’ command, had been marching since 4 o’clock 
a. m. (Colonel Hurst’s regiment without breakfast), and I was proceed- 
ing to encamp the brigade upon the ground recently held by the enemy, 
the scene of their victory, when, learning that Colonel Rives, of General 
Slack’s command, with liis regiment of cavalry, had engaged the enemy 
and needed support, I again called upon my wearied brigade to advance, 
to which they promptly responded ; but the enemy before our arrival 
had again retreated. 

The brigade advancing crossed Spring River, and was passing through 
the timber on its banks, and was nearing Carthage, when the enemy 
from a concealed position opened upon us his artillery. I halted the 
artillery, and ordered the infantry regiments of Colonels Graves and 
Hurst to leave the road and pass through the timber and flank the 
enemy on his left. In obedience to the order, Colonels Graves and 
Hurst, with their regiments, passed through the timber to the right of 
the road, and arriving in town fell on the rear of the retreating enemy, 
but being uncertain of his identity, did not at once open fire on him. 
As soon, however, as it was made certain by a reconnaissance that it 
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was the enemy, and not our comrades in arms, Colonels Graves and 
Hurst, together with the infantry regiment of Col. John T. Hughes, of 
General Slack’s division, opened a heavy and well-directed fire upon 
the enemy’s infantry, throwing it into confusion and forcing it to retreat 
with great precipitation. The enemy’s artillery again opened their fire, 
to which our artillery, which I had brought up, responded, aided by two 
pieces of General Parsons’ artillery, which had by his order reported to 
me at this point. The enemy retreated on the Sarcoxie road, and was 
followed for a mile or two by our indefatigable artillery and infantry. 
Hi ght x>ut a stop to the conflict, and my brigade encamped in and 
around Carthage. 

The battles of this day of victory for Missouri extended over a space 
of 10 miles, and were continued for twelve hours. They opened the 
communication between Missouri and her friends, and gave her access 
to arms and munitions of war. 

In view of the magnitude of these results, so important to the cause 
of liberty, political and private, in Missouri, and also of the steady 
courage of the raw levies of Missouri in face of a disciplined enemy, the 
5tli of July last past is a day to be remembered. 

General, it may be safely said that this brigade, your whole division,, 
and the whole Army of the Missouri engaged in that day’s battles have 
done the State some service. 

I have no means of computing the loss of the enemy. The loss of this 
brigade is as follows : Hilled, 2 ; wounded, 38 ; total casualties, 40. 

Col. It. M. Stith, brigade quartermaster ; Maj. George W. Morris, of 
Clay County, aide-de-camp, adjutant of the brigade; Maj. Thomas M. 
McOrowder and Sergt. Maj. J. Thomas Whitfield, all of my staff, deserve 
honorable mention for the zeal, discretion, and gallantry with which 
they conveyed my orders in different parts of the field wherever duty led 
throughout the day. Capt. Emmett MacDonald, volunteer aide ; Maj.. 
Charles 0. Martin, and Mr. Joseph Donaldson, in like manner, rendered 
valuable service. To Capt. Charles S. Bogers, of your .staff, I express 
my obligations for valuable information of the enemy’s movements, 
derived by him from personal reconnaissance of the enemy upon the 
field. 

Without disparagement to the many officers of this brigade who faith- 
fully and honorably served the State on the 5th instant, I recommend 
for brevet commissions Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Kosser, Lieut. Col. W. S.. 
O’Kane, and Capt. Hiram Bledsoe. 

With highest consideration, I have the honor to be, yours, &c., 

B. H. WEIGHTMAH, 

Colonel , Commanding First Brigade , Second Division , ill. S. G. 

Brig. Gen. James S. Bains, 

Commanding Second Division Missouri State Guard. 


Ho. 5. 

Deport of Col, James McCown , Second Cavalry , Figlith Division Missouri 

State Guard. 

Camp Lee, 

Cowsldn Prairie , Mo., July 16, 1861. 

Herewith please find my report of the engagement of our force with' 
the Federal troops under command of Colonel Sigel [on the] 5th instant,, 
near Coon Creek, 10 miles north of Carthage, Mo. : 

My battalion of cavalry consisted of Company A, commanded by Cap- 
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tain Crenshaw ; Company B, commanded by Captain J olinson : Com- 
pany C, commanded by Captain King, and Company D, commanded by 
Captain McOowan. The aggregate- number of my command engaged 
was 250 men. The position assigned my command in the field was the 
extreme right wing of the army. Prom that position I was ordered up 
by Brigadier-General Bains in the direction of the enemy’s battery for 
the purpose of making a charge. My command advanced up beyond 
a cabin and near the middle of a grain field, when Brigadier General 
Bains joined me, and continued at and near the head ot my column 
during the engagement and the entire day. Upon being joined by 
General Bains, I understood from him we were to charge upon the 
enemy’s battery on a given signal from the commanding officer of cav- 
.alry on the east wing. I neither saw nor heard any signal from the east 
wing to charge, nor was any order given by Brigadier-General Bains at 
any time for my battalion. 

The movement of cavalry throughout from the west wing was a Hank 
movement, and in passing out of the grain field my command [was] 
exposed to a heavy fire from the enemy’s battery, wounding Private 
George W. G’Haver, of Captain Crenshaw’s company (left arm shot 
off), of which wound he died at the end of two days; his horse was 
also wounded. And [we] advanced, wounding Private Elijah Wood, of 
Captain McGowan’s company (left leg shot off, but in a fair way to 
recover). Six horses killed in Captain McGowan’s company ; several 
slightly wounded. 

After passing through the grain field in the midst of the lire we were 
led into and across a body of timber and halted by General Bains, some 
time after which we were ordered across the prairie to the timber on 
Spring Biver in order to gain a position in rear of the enemy, but arrived 
too late, the enemy having gained the timber in tlieir retreat before we 
•arrived. 

While halted for the purpose of ascertaining the position of the enemy 
near the timber on Spring Biver, we received shots from the enemy’s 
battery, one of which wounded Private John Byler, of Captain McOow- 
.an’s company, in the left thigh and leg, and also wounded his horse. 

In consequence of failing to gain the rear of the enemy at the timber 
on the north side of Spring Biver, we had to pass some distance down 
Spring Biver in order to gain a crossing. After crossing to the south 
side of the river we traveled up the road leading to Carthage until 
within a mile and a half of Carthage, when we obliqued to the right of 
the road, marched up to a point of timber opposite to and about I 
mile south of Carthage, when we formed the line, and marched into the 
town of Carthage soon after the enemy had retreated out of town. 

All of our movements during the engagement were according to the 
orders of Brigadier- General Bains. 

I am proud in being able to state that during the whole day [my] 
command, both officers and privates, demeaned themselves well, and 
evinced more cool courage than is generally found among raw recruits. 

Bespeetfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES McCOWK, 

Col., Comdg. First Batin Second Cav., Fighth JDiv. Mo. S. 0. 

Brigadier-General Bains, 

.Comdg. Fighth Military Division Missouri State Guard. 
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Report oj Col. R. L. Y. Peyton , Third Cavalry , Eighth Division Missouri 

State Guard.* 

Camp Lee, 

Cowskin Prairie , 71/ o., July 19, 1861. 

General : I have the honor to say that on the morning of July 5, 
while the army was on the march towards Carthage, I was informed 
l>y you that the Federal troops were some miles just ahead of us; then 
directed to ascertain the number of companies in my regiment properly 
armed and supplied with ammunition. I did so immediately, and found 
that only two companies and part of another had the necessary ammu- 
nition ; the remaining six and a half, though the most of them had good 
arms, were totally without ammunition and could obtain none. I re- 
ported this to you, and was then directed, as senior colonel, to take com- 
mand of the cavalry, composed of my own force, just mentioned, and 
also the battalions of Colonel McCown and Lieutenant-Colonel Bauglm 
| Vaughan ?], and the companies of Captains Owens and Stone, of Henry 
County, and march them forward in the direction of the enemy. The 
force from my own regiment, composed of Company A, commanded by 
Captain Book; Company B, commanded by Captain Marchbanks, and 
part of Company H, commanded by Captain Erwin, as also the battal- 
ions of Colonel McCown and Lieutenant-Colonel Bauglm [Vaughan 1] 
and the companies of Captains Owens and Stone in a few moments were 
on the line of march. The balance of my regiment was left under com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel White. Major Tyler, of the regiment, went 
with us. 

After a march of some 6 miles, and when arriving on the brow of the 
hill north of Coon Creek, we found the enemy posted about a mile ahead 
of us on the main road. Here a halt was ordered, and in a very few 
moments, our artillery coming up, the cavalry, by your directions, were 
deployed to the right, and moving down a sloping plain for about 400 
or 500 yards, were’ halted to await further orders from yourself, my own 
regiment at the head of the main body, and the battalion of Colonel 
McCown tiling to the right and taking position some 300 yards in ad- 
vance of us. "While resting here I received an order to send off the 
companies of my regiment to join that of Captain Shelby, detailed for 
some special service, and immediately sent Captain Dook and his com- 
pany. While in this position the batteries of the enemy were on the 
left, 1 to the southeast and north of the creek, distant about three-quar- 
ters of a mile from my regiment, with a large corn field between us, and 
directly south of us to the timber of the creek it was, I suppose, a little 
over half a mile, with fencing to pass through. After remaining at the 
point I have mentioned for some short time you appeared on the field 
and took command in j>erson of the whole column. 

By your order my regiment and those in rear of me turned to the left, 
and entering the field (the fence being thrown down for that purpose) 
came up in the rear [of ] Colonel McCowu’s battalion, who had entered 
the same before us and from a different point, and then the whole force 
by your command passed through to the timber of the creek. This was 
done under a severe and heavy fire from the cannon of the enemy, your- 
self in the advance. In rushing for nearly a quarter of a mile under 
the lire of the artillery, my own regiment (consisting then of only 60 
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men), both officers and privates, bore themselves with calmness and 
gallantry, and halting at the edge of the timber reformed and passed 
through in good order to the prairie on the south side of the creek. 
Every officer and private in the whole column, as yourself can testify, 
were ready to obey any call you might give them. 

After crossing over outlie south side of the timber -and gaining the 
prairie the whole column was halted, and remained there for some time. 
In a short while Captain Dook, with his company, regained his regi- 
ment, and the whole column, moving forward, keeping the course of the 
enemy, after a march of some 4 miles, was halted, in order that you 
might cross over and confer with those in command of our army on 
the left of us, you leaving instructions not to move until you should 
appear in person or send orders. Before your return to my command 
the column was marched forward in order to intercept the enemy at or 
before he should march to Carthage, which movement afterwards met 
with your approbation. 

In a very short while you overtook us at the second creek, and the 
command was marched rapidly forward between the second creek and 
Spring River ; the cannon of the Federal forces again opened upon us. 
Alter crossing Spring River, when within about a mile and a half of Car- 
thage, the firing of cannon was heard in the direction of the town, and 
the command was by you then marched as quickly as possible towards 
that point. When within about a mile of Carthage, by your order we 
dismounted in tlie road, and, forming in line, entered the town, but too 
late to engage in any action. 

I have further to report to you that all of the men in my regiment 
who left in the morning with Lieutenant-Colonel White who could pro- 
cure arms and ammunition did so, and then acted throughout the day 
with the forces on the left. Captain Moore, of Company 0 ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Graves, Leaky, and 27 privates; Captain Smith, of Com- 

pany Ej Lieutenants Ferly, Williams, and Bennett, with his G privates; 
Captain Bryant and Lieutenant Campbell, of Company F, with 4 pri- 
vates ; Lieutenant Martin, of Company G, with 2 privates ; Lieutenant 
Brookoust, of Company H, with 12 privates, and Lieutenant Williams, 
of Company A, they being all who could procure arms and ammunition, 
with Lieutenant-Colonel White, I am informed, did gallant service in 
different parts of the field. 

In the affair at Carthage Captain Moore was injured and Private 
Lewis Higliley severely wounded. 

I have great pleasure in stating to you that the officers and privates 
of my regiment and the officers and privates of the whole brigade while 
under my immediate command obeyed with promptness any order given 
by you, and conducted themselves with the courage and steadiness of 
true soldiers. 

I have further to say that the whole number of men, officers and pri- 
vates, of my regiment that took part in the affair of the 5th instant 
was 181. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. L. Y. PEYTON, 

Colonel, Comdg. Third liecft Cav Second Div. Mo. S. G . 

Brig. Gen. James S. Rains, 

Commanding Eighth 'Division Missouri State Guard. 
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hc’jjoi t of Lieut. Col. Richard A. Vaughan [Baughan f], Seventh Cavalry. 

Eighth Division Missouri State Guard. 

Camp Lee, Mo., July 19, 1861. 

Sm : Herewith please find report of the battalion under my command 
in the engagement had with the Federal forces on the prairie near Dry 
Fork, 12 miles north of Carthage, the county seat of Jasper County, Mo., 
on the 5th day of this month. 

The force under my command that day from my own battalion was 
200 men, two-thirds of whom were armed with common rifles and shot- 
guns, viz : Company A, Capt. E. H. Williams, 4 officers and GO men : 
Company B, Capt. C. D. Smith, 4 officers and 40 men: Company C 
Capt. J . F. Stone, 3 officers and 32 men; Company D, Capt. George W. 
Hopkins, 4 officers and 30 men, and Company E, Captain J. Crockett, 3 
officers and 30 men, making an aggregate of 200 men. Colonel Hyde, 
of Saint Joseph, Mo., with about 100 men, was ordered to attach his 
command to my battalion for that day, and the position assigned to me 
was on the left of Colonel Peyton’s regiment. 

When the order was given to charge on the battery of the enemy I 
moved forward with the whole command, having divided the force under 
me into two squadrons, giving to Colonel Hyde the command of the 
first, assisted by Major Bolton, and I commanded the second squadron, 
assisted by Captain Cunningham, of Colonel Hyde’s battalion. The 
men marched off in good order, and were anxious to fight. We were 
prevented from making a direct charge on the battery of the enemy from 
the feet [that] a strong fence ran parallel with, north, and between my 
command and the position taken by the enemy. We therefore followed 
in rear of Colonel Peyton’s regiment through the field, wheat and corn, 
until some confusion, occasioned by pulling down a strong fence, was 
discovered at the head of the column, when I obliqued to the right, in- 
tending to get a position in rear of the enemy and charge from that 
point. From the time we passed the brow of the hill in the field we 
were exposed to a raking lire of canister and round shot until we reached 
the timber. I am proud to say the men behaved admirably, promptly 
obeying every order given to them, and were remarkably calm and cool 
for young soldiers. 

Lieutenant Kimble, of Company B, had his leg broken and his horse 
killed under him by a cannon ball. Lieutenant Badger, of the same 
company, had his saber and scabbard broken in two by the explosion of 
a bomb.* Private Hockaby, of the same company, had his horse killed 
under him. Capt. J. F. Stone, of Company C, had his horse killed 
under him while at the head of his company. Private Wilson, of the 
same company, lost his horse at this time. 

X was ordered to take my command down the creek and cross over at 
the first crossing I could find. I did so, and joined the cavalry brigade 
on the prairie south of the creek. We were not near enough again dur- 
ing the day to give or receive a shot from the enemy. 

Yery respectfully, 

BICHARD A. VAUGHAH [BAUGH AH ?], 
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Vernon County Battalion. 
To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Eighth Division Missouri State Guard. 

* Casualty list appended to copy shows loss to have been 1 officer wounded and 4 
horses killed. 
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Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Clark , commanding Third Division Missouri 

State Guard. 

IIdqrs. Third Division Missouri State Guard, 

July 10, 1801. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit for your consideration the follow- 
ing report of the part taken by the forces under my command in the 
engagement with the enemy on the 5th instant in Jasper County, in this 
State. 

On the morning of the 5th instant, at about 0 o’clock, the line of 
inarch in the direction of Carthage vans resumed in the following order: 
Brigadier-General Bains occupying the extreme right, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Slack on his left, my division on the left of General Slack’s and on 
the right of Brigadier-General Parsons, who formed the extreme left 
of the advancing columns. After marching about 5 miles, I received 
intelligence that the enemy was strongly posted in line of battle 2 
miles in my advance and 8 miles from Carthage, on the road we were 
traveling. I immediately dismounted such of my men as were mounted, 
and caused all under my command who were supplied with guns to be 
formed into line of battle, under the immediate command of Col. J. Q. 
Bur bridge, Lieut. Col. Edwin Price, and Map John B. Clark, jr. The 
line thus formed contained 305 men, rank and file. With this force I 
in person advanced, and on nearing the line of battle formed by the 
command of Colonel W eightman I observed Brigadier-General Parsons 
advancing with his artillery and infantry, and seeking to take his 
position in line immediately on the left of Colonel Weightman’s com- 
mand, such position being the only available point for using success- 
fully his battery against the enemy. Seeing this movement of General 
Parsons, and concurring with him in the propriety of changing our 
positions as observed in the line of march, I deployed my forces to the 
left, thus making my command occupy the extreme left of our line of 
battle. 

It was now 11 o’clock. The enemy being posted something near a 
thousand yards from our front, with eight pieces of artillery, responded 
to the fire of General Parsons’ artillery with brisk and continuous fire 
of shell, grape, and shot, lasting between twenty and thirty minutes, 
which was spiritedly replied to by the artillery from the batteries of 
Captain Guibor, of General Parsons’ command, and Colonel liosser and 
Captain Bledsoe, of Colonel Weightman’s command, killing and wound- 
ing a number of the enemy’s men and horses. At this engagement,, 
and while taking my position with my force in the line of battle, my 
horse was severely wounded in the neck by a shot from the enemy’s 
artillery, which circumstance, together with the shower of grape and 
shell _ continuously poured upon my forces, caused a momentary confu- 
sion in the line, but was soon repaired, and every officer and soldier re- 
ceived. the fire with the coolness and composure of veterans. Upon con- 
sultation. with Colonel Kelly, commanding a regiment of General Par- 
sons’ division immediately on my right, I ordered an advance of my 
forces m the direction of the enemy. At this moment General Parson's 
came up fioin his batteiies and gave a similar order, when our com- 
mands, together with the battalion of Colonel O’Kane, of Colonel Wemkt- 
man s command, made a rapid movement in the direction of the enemy. 
After advancing some fifty yards the enemy made a retrograde move- 
ment m double-quick time over the eminence on which he had been. 
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posted into a ravine, winch, effectually concealed him from our view.. 
Supposing his design by such movement was to gain a position on our 
left and to make an attack on our flank, the several commands chan ged 
their direction from the south to the east, each marching in separated 
columns, Colonel O’Kane forming the extreme right, with Major Dills 
on his left, Colonel Kelly on my right, and iny column forming the ex- 
treme left. Continuing in this direction for half a mile, and upon ascend- 
ing the hill, I discovered the enemy, who seemed to be rapidly forming 
into line of battle about one mile and a half from his first position be- 
hind a cluster of trees, and upon an eminence on the south side of Bear 
Gieefe. Immediately in tlio front cincl for some miles above liim was a 
slart of thick brush timber, through which the creek ran, and upon 
which Ins line was being formed. We immediately advanced to the 
timber on the north side of the creek and took a position near the enemy 
v hen a sharp and incessant fire of small-arms on either side occurred 
lasting for about thirty minutes- but by well-directed fire from the bat- 
tery of Captain Bledsoe, which early in the engagement was run near 
the enemy, and the fatal aim and steady advance of the inf antry, the 
enemy was driven from liis second position and forced to make a rapid 
retreat, losing one piece of his artillery and suffering a heavy loss of 
killed and wounded. 

In this engagement my command, having engaged the enemy at a- 
distance of from forty to fifty yards, and in attempting to cross the creek, 
to charge the enemy, suffered a loss of 10 men killed and wounded. At 
this engagement Lieut, Col. Edwin Price had his horse killed under him 
while gallantly urging and cheering forward the forces. 

A detailed report of the surgeon is hereto attached, and made a part 
of this report.* 

When the enemy commenced his second retreat my forces were com- 
pelled to make a detour of half a mile up the creek before they could 
find a crossing, the depth of the stream, together with the abruptness 
of the banks, being of such a character as not to allow crossing at a 
shorter distance. When we had effected a crossing we heard the firing 
of cannon in the direction of Carthage, about 1 mile in our advance,, 
to which point we rapidly hurried. On arriving there we found the 
enemy still retreating in the direction of Carthage, hut occasionally firing 
his artillery to cover his retreat. At Carthage a sharp conflict occurred, 
of some fifteen or twenty minutes, between the enemy and portions of 
the ( cavalry, infantry, and artillery of the several divisions, when he 
again retreated, and were pursued for several miles beyond Carthage,, 
and until the darkness of the night caused a cessation of the pursuit. 

_ Thus ended a conflict in which the citizen soldiery of Missouri have- 
given to the world an earnest of their determination to defend their 
rights and redress their wrongs, and which inspires hope of success in 
the stormy future upon which we are now entering. 

I have no means at hand to give an accurate account of the loss of the 
enemy. From the number of his dead and wounded scattered upon his 
line of retreat it cannot he otherwise than great. 

In this connection it gives me pleasure to state that my entire com- 
mand, officers and soldiers, acquitted themselves with honor, and de- 
serve the gratitude of the country and I desire in this public manner 
to bear my testimony to their valor and zeal, and to make my public 
acknowledgment to my entire staff and to Col. J. Q. Burbridge, Lieut. 
Col. Edwin Price, and Maj. John B. Clark, jr., of the First Begiment of' 
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Infantry, and to the respective captains, lieutenants, and privates under 
their immediate commands in the several engagements. A full and 
complete list of the names of officers and privates is hereto attached, 
and made a part of this report * . _ . _ 

Surg. W. 0. Boon, of Fayette, Howard County, Missouri, and John J. 
Grinstead, of Chariton County, and Asst. Surg. S. A. Peters, ot Boone 
County, Missouri, by their unremitting attention to the wounded in 
the several engagements and the skill and success with which they 
performed a number of critical surgical operations, are entitled to the 
highest commendation. 

Before closing this report I desire to express my thanks to Brig. Gen. 
M. M. Parsons, Colonels Weightman, Kelly, Rosser, and O’Kane, Major 
Dills, Captains Bledsoe and Guibor, with whom I was thrown during 
the engagement, and who at the head of their respective lorce.s cordially 
and efficiently united and acted with me in every movement of the forces 
under my command. Brigadier- Generals Slack and Rains, with portions 
of their respective commands, engaged the enemy at points which could 
not be observed from my position, and I therefore am unable to speak 
from personal observation of their movements. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to tender my thanks to Col. lhomas 
L. Snead and Col. William M. Cooke, who volunteered to me their serv- 
ices through the several engagements, and gave me most valuable aid, 
and under circumstances of continued exposure of their lives. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. B. CLARK, 

Brigadier- General, Third Division Mo.S.G. 

His Excellency C. F. Jackson, 

Commander -in- Chief Missouri State Guard. 


Ho. 9. 

Report of Br ig. Gen. William Y. Slade , commanding Fourth Div ision Mis- 
souri State Guard. 

Hdqrs. Fourth Division Missouri State Guard, 

July 7, 1801. 

The undersigned, commanding the Fourth Division, begs leave to 
report that on the 5th of July instant his command consisted of Col. 
B. A, Rives’ regiment of cavalry, in the aggregate 500 men, and Col. 
John T. Hughes’ regiment and J. C. Thornton’s battalion of infantry, 
in the aggregate 700 men. At 11 a. m. of the 5th we met the enemy, 
2,300 strong, in the road 8 miles north of Carthage, in Jasper County, 
where the line of battle was formed. Colonel Hughes’ regiment, with 
Major Thornton’s battalion, under Hughes’ command, formed the center 
of the line, the right being formed by the infantry of Colonel Weight- 
man and Colonel O’Kane, the left with the infantry under General 
Clark. The enemy’s position being 700 yards in our front, a brisk can- 
nonading was opened from the batteries on both sides, which was kept 
up for fifty-five minutes. Colonel Rives’ regiment of cavalry was 
ordered to threaten the right flank and rear of the enemy, which he 
did with considerable success, diverting their fire from the front. 

The enemy retired from their first position with considerable loss, 
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but took position again about one mile south of the first and in the 
load, opening a brisk fire from their batteries upon our front ranks at 
a distance of some three or four hundred yards, which was promptly 
1 etui lied by Colonel ^Veightman’s battery. Colonel Hughes 7 command 
attempted to occupy a woods skirting the enemy, where his small-arms 
could have been brought to bear upon the enemy, but owing to the 
deep water in the stream failed in his effort until the enemy had again 
retired in the direction of Carthage, being closely pursued by Colonel 
Hughes 7 command. 

In the town ot Carthage the enemy took his next position, taking 
shelter m and behind houses, walls, and fences. This stand of the 
enemy was an obstinate one, dealing shot and shell freely from their 
batteries into our ranks. Colonel Hughes 7 command, under his direc- 
tion, and that of Lieutenant-Colonel Prichard and Major Thornton, was 
brought in close proximity to the enemy’s lines, when a deadly fire was 
opened upon them by our infantry. The enemy retired in great haste 
from his position in town, being hotly pursued by Colonel Hughes’ 
command, a constant fire being kept up. The enemy again jilanted his 
batteries on the heights one mile east of town, and succeeded in a large 
degree in protecting the hasty retreat of his shattered and disorganized 
column. Colonel Hughes 7 command was pushed forward under shelter 
of a skirt of woods, and was again brought in very close proximity in 
the rear of the enemy’s retreating forces, and again opened a destructive 
fire upon their lines, the enemy still continuing to retire in rapid haste. 

By this time nightfall had set in, and, owing to the exhausted con- 
dition of Colonel Hughes’ command, they were called from the field. 
A. portion of Colonel Hives’ cavalry, in command of Captain McNeil, 
con tinned in pursuit of the enemy, continuing to annoy their flank and 
roar until it was entirely dark, and capturing a portion of their bag- 
gage, when the chase of the enemy was entirely abandoned. During 
the whole of the enemy’s retreat his flank was successively annoyed by 
Colonel Hives’ command. 

In these several engagements the losses in my command were as fol- 
lows: In Colonel Hives’ regiment 2 were killed on the field, 2 mortally 
wounded, and 1 missing, supposed to be a prisoner; in Colonel Hughes’ 
command 2 were mortally wounded, 4 were severely wounded, and 2 
slightly wounded. 

I have the gratification to report that all the commissioned officers 
and non-commissioned officers and privates in my command during the 
several engagements on the 5th displayed all the energy and endur- 
ance of veterans, giving abundant evidence that they can be relied on 
in any emergency. 

Colonel Hives’ separate report, herewith submitted, will show more 
particularly the operations of his regiment on that occasion. The 
undersigned, being employed the whole day with Colonel Hughes’ com- 
mand, reports the conduct of that branch of the army from his own 
personal observation. My command captured on that occasion 8 pris- 
oners, and 2 baggage wagons loaded with tents and other quartermas- 
ter’s stores. yaluable service was rendered me that day on the field 
by my entire staff. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. Y. SLACK, 

Brigadier- General, Fourth Division Mo. S. G. 

Maj. Hen. S. Price, 

Commander -in- Chief Missouri State Guard. 

3 R R— VOL III 
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Report of Col. B. A. Rives , First Cavalry, Fourth Division Missouri 

* State Guard. 

Gamp, Cowskin Prairie, July 24, 1861. 

Sir : In obedience to your orders I herewith submit a brief report of 
the participation of the First Regiment Cavalry, lourfch Division Mis- 
souri State Guard, in the engagement of the 5th of July. 

My regiment was stationed on the extreme left ot our line or battle 
within seven or eight hundred yards ot the batteries oi the enemy. A 
brisk cannonade was opened on our lines about 10 o’clock a. m. At the 
second discharge from the enemy’s guns two horses of my command 
were killed, and grape shot and shell fell thick in our ranks, the officers 
and men remaining perfectly cool under the lire. 1 was ordered by you 
to flank the enemy’s right and threaten his rear, which order was exe- 
cuted with as little delay as possible, having to tear down a strong 
plank fence which was directly in our way. In executing this order a 
masked battery, discharging grape shot and shell, was opened on my 
regiment-, by wliicli I lost 4= brnve mid gullmit men. Onpt. JoJin ax* 
Stone, of Company D, fell bravely leading liis command. First Sergt. 
Joel Stamper and Private James Heron, of Company G, and Private 
William R. Burton, of Company A, were either killed or mortally 
wounded in this action. 

I crossed Bear Creek, and after the second engagement between our 
artillery and infantry and that of the enemy I got in front ol the enemy, 
and formed my command on the north side of Buck Branch, in conjunc- 
tion with Colonel Brown, commanding First Regiment Cavalry, Sixth 
Division Missouri State Guard, when another short engagement ensued, 
but Colonel Weightman coining up with his artillery, the enemy again 
retreated. 

I was then ordered to report to and co-operate with Brigadier-General 
Rains, and endeavor to intercept the retreat of the enemy through Car- 
thage, but in consequence of the difficulty in crossing Spring River, 
when we arrived there the enemy had passed through the town, being 
hotly pursued by Colonel Hughes and others. I. joined in the pursuit 
and continued it on foot until dark. Captain McNeil, of Company B, 
being separated from my command, succeeded in capturing a portion of 
the transportation and baggage of the enemy. 

Too much credit cannot be awarded to the officers and men under my 
command for the bravery exhibited by them on this their first battle- 
field, and the fidelity with which they executed my commands. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

B. A. RIVES, 

Colonel , Comdy. First Reft Cavalry , Second, Div. Mo. S. G. 
Brig. Gen. W. Y. Slack. 


No. 11. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Monroe M. IMrsons, commanding Sixth Division 

Missouri State Guard. 

Hdqrs. 6th Div. Mo. S. G., 1st Div. Army Corps, 

Camp on Coivskin Prairie , July 10, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to report to you the movements of my division 
in front of the enemy on the 4th and 5th instants. 
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About 6 o’clock in tbe evening on the 4th of July I received intelli- 
gence from my quartermaster, Colonel Monroe, whom I had sent forward 
with an escort of 95 men to take possession of the mills near Carthage, 
that the enemy were in strong force in that vicinity, and the colonel 
demanded of me immediate relief. I ordered my division to halt for 
refreshment at Camp Slack. By 10 o’clock that night my wagons were 
reloaded with all the camp equipage, the animals hitched up, and my 
division under arms, ready for an immediate movement on Carthage, of 
which I had the honor of informing your excellency at the time. In a 
very short time thereafter I received an order from you to order my 
division into quarters and remain in camp during the night. Early on 
the next morning I. received orders from your excellency to march my 
division in the rear of the army, which position I took immediately, 
Generals Bains’, Slack’s, and Clark’s divisions marching in my front in 
the direction of Carthage, which was about 12 miles distant. About 10 
o’clock a. in. I recei ved your dispatch, stating that the enemy were form- 
ing for battle in our front. I put my column in rapid motion, and upon 
arriving within about a mile and a half of the creek called Bear Creek, 
I discovered that the advanced divisions of Generals Bains and Slack 
had formed in line of battle. At this time I did not know the position 
nor the strength of the enemy, but hurrying up my battery, consisting 
of four brass sixes, on arrival to the left of Colonel W eightman’s bat- 
tery I discovered the enemy formed for attack at the distance of 1,000 
yards, and in numbers apparently 2,500 or 3,000, formed in the following 
order : one regiment to the right of the road, one to the left, supporting 
in the iirst instance seven pieces of artillery, with their thud regiment 
in reserve 100 yards in the rear. 

Advancing my batteries to the front and to the left of Colonel Weight- 
man’s, forming my infantry, under Colonel Kelly and Major Dills, to 
the left of my artillery, General Clark’s division coming rapidly into 
line upon the left of my infantry, my cavalry, under Colonel Brown, 
Captain Alexander, and Captain Crews, I ordered to take position on 
the extreme left of General Clark’s line. 

Having made this disposition of my forces, being so cordially and 
promptly co-operated with by General Clark, I rode up to my battery 
and ordered Captain Guibor, its commandant, to open fire, which was 
done instanter. The enemy’s batteries immediately responded, Colonel 
Wei ghti nan’s battery returning the fire as promptly. Without any 
material change of position, the batteries continued their conflict for 
about twenty minutes to the great disadvantage of the enemy : but- not 
wishing to have my infantry any longer exposed to the enemy’s bat- 
teries, 1 determined to harass them with the cavalry, so as to draw their 
fire, at the same time sending a body of mounted riflemen to Bear Creek 
for the purpose of cutting the enemy’s rear and to get possession of the 
crossing in that direction. I ordered Colonel Brown’s regiment of cav- 
alry to make a demonstration on the enemy’s right flank, at the same 
time leaving orders with my adjutant, Colonel Standish, for Colonel 
Kelly, that so soon as I could make any efficient movement with the 
cavalry, to advance my whole line. 

Colonel Brown advanced with his cavalry upon the enemy’s right 
flank, which caused him to change the position of his right, as well of 
infantry as of artillery. Two pieces of artillery were at this time 
diverted from my infantry, and directed exclusively upon my cavalry. 
Seeing that there was a prospect of surrounding the enemy, I ordered 
the whole of my cavalry, Colonel Brown commanding, to Bear Creek, 
to occupy the timber at the crossing, and, if possible, prevent their 
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retreat. The enemy, discover mg the object of this movement, com- 
menced a slow and sullen retreat by their right flank, Colonel Kelly, 
General Clark, and my battery promptly advancing upon them. The 
cavalry did not succeed in getting the position designated for them, 
in consequence of which the enemy were successful in recrossing Bear 
Creek and establishing themselves on a steep eminence on its south 
bank. Keeonnoitering this position, which was about three-quarters 
of a mile from the first occupied by the enemy, I found the enemy's 
batteries stationed so as to completely command the crossing, which 
was about 30 feet wide, the creek itself being about the same distance 
in width, thick tiTtnber and undergrowth lining the banks of the stream 
on. either side for about 30 yards in width to the right and left of the 
crossing for several miles above and below. On their right flank on 
the north side of the creek and to our left of the lord was a large field, 
its southern boundary being on the timber north of the creek. The 
enemy’s batteries from the eminence on which they were posted com- 
pletely commanded the field. Discovering their forces deploying to 
their right, and taking possession of the timber on their side of the 
creek, I found it absolutely necessary for the success of the day to make 
a rapid movement of the ‘infantry through the field above mentioned 
and get possession of the timber on our side of the stream. This move- 
ment was executed with great gallantry by the following commands in 
the following order : Golonel Kelly’s regiment leading, and to the left of 
my division ; Major Dills’ battalion close upon his right ; Colonel O’Kane, 
of the Warsaw regiment, on the right, and Colonel Clark, with his usual 
promptness, co-operating upon my extreme left. The enemy used every 
effort in their power to prevent the success of this movement. They 
fired rapid volleys of grape, shell, and round shot upon this command 
in its advance through the field; yet our troops, without wavering, gal- 
lantly succeeded in gaining the south side of it, and, rapidly deploying, 
threw themselves over the fence and into the timber. In the mean time 
Colonel Weightinan had planted his battery on our side of the creek in 
the road immediately in front of the enemy’s and opened fire. 

The action on the enemy’s right with General Clark’s infantry and 
mine now became general, the opposing lines having arrived within 
30 or 40 yards of each other. Brisk volleys on both sides were kept up 
for nearly half an hour, and the enemy finally gave way and retreated 
under cover of their artillery. 

Hot being advised as to what was going on to the right of the road 
and to' the right of Colonel Weightman’s battery, I then rode up to a 
high point of ground which commanded a view of the enemy’s position 
and our own lines to the right. I then discovered that the whole force 
of the enemy were in full retreat. I then ordered my infantry and artil- 
lery forward. Colonel Kelly, Major Dills, and Captain Guibor, of the 
artillery, although having been engaged in a fatiguing action, promptly 
advanced. Having obtained position upon the open plain, I discovered 
that the enemy had obtained a position upon the plain about 2 miles 
from Spring River, having formed at a house merely as a feint to cover 
their retreat through the defiles on Spring River in the direction of 
Carthage. This river is about one and a half miles from Carthage. I 
advanced my infantry and two pieces of my artillery for the purpose of 
again giving them battle, but before my forces came up the enemy had 
accomplished their object, and again retreated. 

When I arrived at Spring River, having ascertained that two pieces 
of my artillery, under Captain Guibor, had already crossed and were in 
the front, I delayed a while for my infantry to come up, which they did. 
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as promptly as they could. The river being deep, and the men wearied 
from their long exertion, I turned my carriage back to ford them over the 
stream. Immediately thereafter I ordered them to the front at as quick 
a pace as I thought they were able to march. About this time I heard 
cannonading in Carthage, about one mile in advance. Hurrying up with 
my infantry, I arrived in town, and found there a body of cavalry. I 
ordered them to the front immediately. Passing to the east of the 
town I found my artillery engaged with the enemy at a mile distant, the 
enemy having occupied the wood at my left, about 400 yards distant. 
By this time, Colonel Kelly having arrived with my infantry, I ordered 
him to advance immediately and take possession of the wood to my left. 
After a few minutes’ sharp firing the enemy was again dislodged and in 
full retreat across the prairie. 

It is due to Major Dills, of the infantry, and to Captain Alexander, 
of the mounted service, to say that they and their commands acted with 
great discretion and bravery in driving the enemy from this last 
position. 

At this position it is with regret that I report to your excellency that 
one of my bravest and best officers fell at the head of his co mm and, viz, 
Captain McKinzie, of the Clark Township Southern Guards, lour ex- 
cellency will pardon me for the digression when I state that this valua- 
ble officer was my orderly sergeant through Doniphan’s campaign in 
Mexico, when we were striving to uphold the very flag which now 
floats at the head of the menials that attempt to oppress us. I deem 
this testimonial of my regard for him as due on account of our long 
association together in defense of our country. 

Our army at this time (it being sunset) having driven the enemy be- 
yond the mills east of Carthage, which it was my original intention to 
occupy, and having ordered my commissary, Colonel Roberts, to move 
forward with a detachment to take possession of a considerable quantity 
of flour which I had ascertained was in the mill, I then directed my in- 
fantry and cavalry and artillery to retire into camp about one-quarter 
of a mile to the east of Carthage. 

While it is due that I should say to your excellency that my artillery 
and cavalry acted with the greatest bravery and precision ; and, without 
any intention to detract from the merits of any other officer upon the 
field, it is due that I should call to your excellency’s especial notice the 
ability and daring of Colonel Kelly, of my regiment of infantry, and all 
the officers under his command ; also Major Dills and the battalion under 
his command, and also Captain Guibor and Lieutenant Barlow, of the 
artillery. I might recount several instances of personal valor of the two 
last-mentioned officers which came under my own observation, but it is 
sufficient to say that by their prowess the artillery of my division won 
a position upon the field. I will also state that I was gallantly sus- 
tained upon the field by all my staff. 

My casualties were as follows : Killed, Captain McKinzie ; wounded, 
Jesse Gilfillan, second lieutenant, Colonel Kelly’s regiment; Thomas 
Doyle, William D. Hicks, and Garret Scott. Capt. Lucius Gaines, 
of Major Dills’ battalion; B. F. Asbury, of Captain Crews’ company, and 
R. E. Baber, of Captain Livingston’s company, were slightly wounded. 
The number of the enemy killed and wounded in the field has, I pre- 
sume, been already reported to you by the proper authorities. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. M. P ARSONS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Gov. C. F. Jackson, 

Commander -in- Chief Missouri State Guard. 
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JULY 5, 1861.— Capture of Union Troops at Neosho, Mo. 



IRETPOIiTS. 

No. 1.— Capt. Joseph Conrad, Third Missouri Infantry (Union). 
No. 2.— Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, C. S. Army. 

No. 3. — Capt. James McIntosh, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 


Report of Capt. Joseph Conrad , Third Missouri Infantry (Union). 

Spring-field, Mo., July 11, 1801. 

Sir : In accordance with your order, 1 most respectfully make hereby 
a statement of facts concerning the surrender of myself and men at 


Neosho, July 5, 1801 : 

After you had left Neosho, on the 4th day of July, I observed that 
the city was very unquiet. I took all necessary precautions, by placing 
extra sentinels and sending out patrols every half hour, day and night. 
The Fourth passed off quietly. 

On the 5th day of July the same precaution was taken. About 11 
o’clock I heard the cannonading, whereon I immediately dispatched a 
patrol of 20 men, under the command of Lieutenant Dannie, to inquire, 
if possible, the cause of it. At 1 o’clock I received orders, signed by 
Brigade Quartermaster liichardson, to retreat with, my command, if 
necessary. Lieutenant Damde, with his patrol returned about the same 
time. They had scarcely returned — in fact, had not been in camp more 
than ten minutes— before the enemy came pouring in in all directions 
to the number of about 1,200 to 1,500 men, under the command of Colonel 
Churchill and Major McIntosh (Arkansas Bangers). Finding it impos- 
sible for me to hold my post with success, after due deliberation, after 
due consultation with my officers and men, I concluded it would be best 
to make the surrender as it was required — namely, unconditionally. 

We were, after the surrender of our arms, placed in the court-house, 
where we remained until Monday, the 8th. 

I must mention here that the officers of the Arkansas Bangers, as 
well as of the Missouri troops, behaved themselves quietly, accommodat- 
ingly, and friendly, both towards myself and men ; but their privates, 
on the contrary, in a most insulting and brutal manner. 

On the 8tli we were released, we officers having before given our 
parole of honor not to serve any more against the Confederate States 
of America during the war, my men having before sworn to the same 
effect. We left Neosho on the evening of the 8th at 5.30 o’clock, with 
an escort of about 30 men, under the command of Captain. Boone, for 
our security and protection, the people of Neosho and farmers of that 
vicinity having threatened to kill us in the streets. Captain Boone 
escorted us about 4 miles from the camp. After innumerable hard- 
ships and dangers, without -food and water, our canteens having all 
been stolen from us by the Southern troops, we at last reached Spring- 


field, my men all broken down, having traveled the distance of 85 miles 
in fifty hours, with hardly any food at all. 

Having made this statement, I respectfully place the same in your 
hands to judge my actions. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

JOSEPH CONBAD, 

Captain of Rifle Company B, Third Regiment Mo. Vols. 


Col. F. SlGEL. 
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No. 2. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch , C. 8. Army. 

Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Camp on Buffalo Creelc, Mo., July 5, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the inclosed report, detailing an 
account of the talcing of the town of Neosho, Mo., by a part of my 
brigade, and of the surrender to them of 80 men, with their arms, &c. 
I am now within about 25 miles of the governor of the State, who I 
learn has been lighting his way to me during the day. I will push a 
portion of my force (now nearly 4,000 men) as near to him as possible 
to-morrow, and do all in my power to relieve him. It will depend upon 
his fate what my future movements may be. My great object in com- 
ing into the State has been to relieve the governor and the force under 
him. 1 will again inform you of my whereabouts in the course of a few 
days.* 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War. 


No. 3. 

Report of Capt. James McIntosh , C. S. Army. 

Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Camp at Barlm’s Mill, July 5, 1861. 

General : I have the honor to inform you that in obedience to your 
orders I started at 11 o’cloelc a. m. to-day with four companies of Colonel 
Churchill’s regiment of Arkansas Mounted Eiflemen and Captain Car- 
roll’s company of Arkansas State troops to make an attack upon some 
'.Federal troops at Neosho, Mo., in conjunction with Colonel Churchill, 
commanding six companies of his regiment. We started on different 
roads which entered the town — one from the west, the other from the 
south — with an arrangement to make the march of 16 miles in four hours, 
and upon entering the town to make a simultaneous attack. I found 
that the distance was not so much as stated. It would therefore be 
necessary for me to have waited near the town an hour, and fearing 
that information would be carried into town to the enemy, I determined 
to attack at once, and made my arrangements accordingly. I dis- 
mounted the four companies of Churchill’s regiment about a quarter of 
a mile of the town, and marched them by platoon at double-quick within 
200 yards of the Court-House, where we found a company 80 strong. I 
sent Captain Carroll with his company to make a detour and to take 
them in rear. 

After halting my command I sent Dr. Armstrong, volunteer aide-de- 
camp, to demand a surrender of the forces. I allowed them ten minutes 
to decide. At the end of the time the captain in command made an 
unconditional surrender of the company, laying down their arms and 
side-arms. We took 100 rifles with saber bayonets, a quantity of am- 
munition, and a train of seven wagons loaded with provisions. Colonel 

* See McCulloch to Walker, July 9, in “Correspondence, etc.,” post. 
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Churchill came up in good time with his command, and made an im- 
posing sight with his mounted riflemen. 

The officers and men did everything in their power to make the move- 
ment as prompt as possible, and they marched up to within a short 
distance of a force whose numbers were unknown with a step as regular 
and a front as unbroken as a body of veterans. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

JAMES MCINTOSH, 
Captain, 0. S. Army , and Adjutant- General. 
Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, 

Commanding Brigade , Camp on Buffalo Creelc, Mo. 


JULY 9-11, 1861.— Skirmishes near and at Monroe Station, Mo. 

Report of Col. Robert F. Smith, Sixteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Sixteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, 

Monroe Station, Mo., July 14, 1861. 

Sir : In accordance with your order, on the 8th of this month I left 
my headquarters at Palmyra, Mo., with Companies P and H of the 
Sixteenth Illinois Regiment, and Companies A, F, H, and K, of Third 
IoAva Regiment, and Company A, of Hannibal Home Guard, and one 
6-pounder, and proceeded to this place. A heavy rain-storm coining 
on retarded our further progress. Early on the morning of the 9th I 
started south in search of the rebel force under Harris. At 4 o'clock 
p. m., when about 12 miles south of Monroe, our advance guard was fired 
into by the enemy, concealed in a clump of timber and brush, the first 
voUey severely wounding Captain McAllister, of Company G, Sixteenth 

inois Regiment $ also Private Prentiss, of Company A, same regiment 
and slightly wounding a private of the Iowa regiment. I immediately 
ordered a charge, and drove the enemy from their cover. As they were 
all mounted, it was impossible to follow them farther with advantage. 
We found one of their men mortally wounded, and have reason to 
believe several more shot and carried off by their friends, and captured 
seven horses, saddled and bridled. We made camp near this place for 
the night. 1 

On the morning of the 10th, having heard rumors of trouble at 
Monroe Station, moved my command back. On co mi ng in sight of 
Monroe, found the station outhouses, seventeen passenger and freight 
cars and other railroad property in flames, and found toe enemy col- 
lected to the number of three or four hundred on our left. On nearing 
them they began to move off, when I brought forward the field piece 
and sent a few round shot into their ranks, scattering them in all direc- 
kflled T lC ° nly damage done here toat I know of was one horse 

After coining into Monroe, I took possession of a brick buildiin*' 
known as “The Seminary,” and inclosed grounds adjoining, its position 
answering my purpose for defense, if necessary, and the apartments 
good quarters for the men, who were without tents. During the day 
we made several advances on the enemy, without being able to get near 
enough to do much damage. 

On toe morning of the 11th the enemy began to collect 'from all 
quarters, and by noon we were surrounded by from 1.500 to 2,000 men 
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At 1 o’clock p. in. they, opened fire on us from one 9 and one 6 pounder 

if* * T1,eir inaccurate, oSy 

tluec shots out of the first twenty-seven striking the building, and they 
aid very little damage, my men being well covered 'by a breastwork 
they had thrown up. Alter throwing the first six shots, they moved 
their cannon some 400 yards nearer and opened fire. I immediately 
answered with the C-jionnder, dismounting their smaller gun, which 
made a general scattering, and caused tfiem to carry their 9-pounder to 
a safer distance. Their firing from this time had little or no effect. 

Much credit is due Captain Fritz, of Company F, Sixteenth Eegiment 
lor the able manner he led bis men throughout our little expedition! 
Also to Gunner hislibourn, who planted his shot among them every 
time, but who had to deal sparingly, as he was almost out of shot when 
we were relieved. I was also much pleased with the officers and men 
g en ei ally for their coolness and obedience to orders throughout. 

At 4.30 o’clock p. m. of the 11th a train was seen coming from the 
east with re-enforcements. It proved to be Major Hays, of my regi- 
ment, with Companies D, B, and A, of the Sixteenth Illinois, and one 
9-pounder field piece. The enemy now began to move off, and by dark 
had left the lield entirely, since which time they have been sk ulk ing 
about the country in squads, burning wood-piles, small bridges, and 
culverts, when opportunity offered of doing so without danger. 

On the morning of the 12th we were again re-enforced by Colonel 
Palmer’s Fourteenth Eegiment, who returned to Quincy to-day, leaving 
us in a worse position than ever, with the exception that we have more 
ammunition. 


Colonel Palmer brought two brass field pieces with him, which he 
has again taken away. Something of the kind would be very accept- 
able here just now, as there is a slight probability of their being useful. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

EGBEET F. SMITH. 

Brigadier-General Lyon. 


JULY 18, 1861. — Action near Harrisonville, Mo. 

Report of Maj. JR. T. Van Korn , Missouri Reserve Corps. 

Headquarters Camp Union, 

Kansas City, August 3, 1861. 

Sir . A former report of operations under my command having been 
intercepted by the enemy and taken from my special messenger, I rein- 
dite at this date : 

In pursuance of your order by telegraph of July 16, I leit Camp 
Union at 5 o’clock next (Wednesday) morning, to relieve Major Dean, 
of the Cass County Home Guard, at Austin, 45 miles distant. I camped 
same night south of the Little Blue Eiver, 20 miles, with my command, 
consisting of Company A, Captain Yon Daun, and Company B, Captain 
Millar, of the U. S. Eeserve Corps, stationed here, comprising 150 men, 
together with 10 citizens, mounted as volunteers, under Captain Bngher. 
Our baggage consisted of ten days’ rations and a hospital wagon with 
officers’ baggage. 

On Thursday, the 18th, at 11 o’clock, we halted at a spring in the edge 
of a timber, 5 miles north of' Harrisonville, in Cass County, Missouri, 
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intending to remain until 5 o’clock in the afternoon before resuming tlic 
march. While the men were cooking dinner, I was waited upon by a 
man giving his name as Benjamin F. Hays, and representing himself to 
be sheriff of Oass County, who stated that he liad come to meet the 
command, for the purpose of ascertaining who they were and what its 
object was, stating that the citizens of Harrisonville were very much 
alarmed, aud that men were collecting with arms to dispute my march; 
that if be could get an assurance in writing that no person would be 
molested be believed be could allay the excitement and prevent trouble. 

I gave bim a note stating “that I was an officer in the service, of the 
United States, under military orders, on my march to a, point south of 
Harrisonville ; that my route lay through the town ; that I had no in- 
tention of molesting any one, but that to the extent of my power every 
citizen, without even inquiry as to his feelings towards the Government, 
would be protected in person and property, if be remained peaceably at 
bis borne or business ; that nolle but those in arms against the authority 
of the Government would he molested, and warning all such to dis- 
perse.” He then left my camp, first pledging his honor to return at 5 
o’clock p. m. and report to me the result of bis mission to the people. 
He never returned, and 1 have strong reasons tor believing that be used 
bis position as sheriff to gain admittance to my camp for the purpose of 
ascertaining the strength of the command. 

About 2 o’clock p. m. parties of horsemen were discovered on the 
prairie within 400 yards of my camp, and I sent Adjutant Spiers and 
3 mounted men to ascertain their characters. He reported from 350 
to 400 men within half a mile, mostly mounted, but one company on 
foot, and that the officer in command desired an interview. I rode out, 
and was introduced to “ Colonel Duncan,” of Jackson County, Missouri. 
After statiug to Mm in substance what was written for the sheriff, and 
calling bis attention to the United States flag, which was in full view, 
lie informed me that “ the people of that part of the country had de- 
termined that no United States troops should he stationed among them, 
and that if I persisted in marching forward I would meet with resist- 
ance.” I then rode hack to my command, which had meantime been 
drawn up in line in front of the timber, and within fifteen minutes lire 
was opened upon us. My position was in the edge of a body of timber, 
the right of my command resting upon a com field, in the edge of which 
were two log houses ; the left upon a ravine, on the opposite side of 
which, and about 150 yards distant, was a small log cabin. The effort 
on the part of the attacking force seemed to be to turn our flanks, and 
get the cover of the timber in our rear. To prevent this, 1 stationed 
a squad of 15 men, under Second. Lieutenant O’Neil, of Company B, 
aided by Private Sharkey, at the cabin on the left, and afterwards oc- 
cupied the ravine with another squad of 10 men, under Captain Millar. 

It was on this flank that most of the fighting was done, the officers 
and men behaving with great gallantry and steadiness, holding back 
the whole force of the enemy’s cavalry for three hours, and finally re- 
pulsing them from the field. On the right, in the standing corn, and 
covered by a log house or stable, I placed a squad of 15 men, under 
Second Lieutenant Klingler, Company A, to prevent a surprise from 
the corn field. Learning that a body of foot had passed during the 
parley in the direction west of the corn field, I detailed 12 men, under 
First Lieutenant Loos, to the rear of the right, to take possession of 
the third house and guard the woods in that direction. 

A force of some 50 men had succeeded in passing entirely round the 
corn field, and were approaching our rear through timber and thick un- 
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derbrusli. They were received by a well- delivered fire from the squad 
and repulsed, leaving one of their number dead and the captain of the 
company (Coots) mortally wounded. He died the next day. It was 
here that we lost one man killed (Private Heil, of Company A). The 
firing was kept up until near sundown, when the enemy retired. 

In summing up the casualties, we found but one man killed. Captain 
Millar, of Company B, received a slight wound in the head from a 
buck-shot. I cannot too highly praise the gallantry of the citizen 
mounted men, who stood the whole time of the action under fire in the 
most exposed portions of the field, and parrying orders and ma kin g 
observations and reconnaissances with the greatest alacrity and fear- 
lessness. It is to them that I owe much of the success attending the 
day. 

At sundown I fell back into the field on the right, occupying the 
dwelling-house of Mr. James Smith, cutting away the corn around the 
house in order to command the approaches with our rifles. At this 
time my scouts reported a re-enforcement to the enemy, from our rear, 
of 100 men. I called a council of officers, and it was thought we could, 
by felling trees around the house, hold our position until re-enforced. 
We had, as we supposed, about 1,200 rounds of ammunition besides 
what was in the cartridge-boxes, but on opening the full box found 
them to be musket cartridges, each containing a ball and three buck- 
shot. This determined me to attempt reaching the open country before 
morning, and endeavor to form a junction with Major Dean. I dis- 
patched two messengers, one to ask re-enforcements from Fort Leaven- 
worth and one to Major Dean, who, I had learned, had changed his 
camp from Austin to West Point, Mo., a day’s march. 

In the midst of a heavy rain, at 2 o’clock in the morning, we broke 
up camp and started west. One of our wagons broke down in the deep 
mud, and was left, before we reached the road. We had made about a 
mile, when it became so densely dark that a half was compelled, and 
the men stood in the road, under as hard a rain as I ever witnessed, 
until daylight, when the march was resumed. On reaching a branch 
of Grand River, I found it swollen to a torrent, and in places over its 
banks. I selected a tree about 100 yards below the ford, at a narrow 
part of the stream, with high banks, and felled it across for the men to 
pass over, then swam the horses, and attempted to float our stores and 
baggage across in the beds of the wagons, which unfortunately sank, 
thus compelling us to abandon them and two of our wagons. The 
march was continued all that day, fording streams and marching- 
through overflowed bottom lands, until we reached the State line, some 
18 miles southwest of Harrison ville, at Camp Prince, where I halted 
three days awaiting re-enforcements and supplies. 

On Monday, July 22, Colonel Weer arrived at camp, and, assuming- 
command, has kept you advised of operations since that date. I can- 
not close this too lengthy report without alluding once more to the 
conduct of the men of my command, many of whom lost their shoes 
and coats. We had no blankets, save private property— in fact, all 
our clothing- was such — the men having only what they enlisted with ; 
without tents, through drenching rains, yet bearing everything with 
fortitude and cheerfulness, with but few exceptions. 


Respectfully, 


R. T. VAN HORH, 


Major, Commanding TJ . S. Reserve Corps. 


Capt. W. E. Prince, 

Commanding Officer Fori Leavenworth. 
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Headquarters Port Leavenworth, 

August 6, 1861. 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters Western Department, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

I commend the major’s report to the favorable notice of the com- 
manding general. Major Van Horn’s command has done excellent 
service since being mustered in. 

Respectfully, 

YV. E. PRINCE, 

Captain, First U. S. Infantry , Commanding. 


JULY 20-25, 1861. — Expedition from Springfield to and Skirmish (July 22) 

at Forsyth, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sioeeny , U. S. Army. 

Headquarters Southwest Expedition, 

Springfield , Mo., July 27, 1861. 

Sir: In eoimpliance- with verbal orders received from you, I left this 
place on the evening of the 20tli instant, and proceeded with dispatch to 
Forsyth, where I arrived at about 6 p. in. of the 22d. 

On approaching the town I took every possible precaution to prevent 
the hostile force assembled there from becoming aware of our presence. 
The advance guard, which consisted of a company of mounted Kansas 
Rangers, fell in with a picket guard of the enemy some miles from 
town, and succeeded in capturing 2 of them. Upon an examination of 
the prisoners, they informed me that there were only 150 men stationed 
at Forsyth; whereupon I ordered Captain Stanley’s cavalry command 
and the Kansas Rangers to press rapidly forward and surround the 
town. 

After they had passed on, and before the remainder of my force had 
come up, one of the prisoners remarked, “ If that is all you have, you 
will get badly whipped, for we have a thousand men in Forsyth.” Sup- 
posing this statement might be true, although contradictory of his former 
assertion, I dispatched an order to Captain Stanley to keep the enemy 
in check if he found the resistance formidable, while I hastened forward 
with the artillery and infantry to his support. The enemy in the mean 
time had received information of our approach, and having partially 
formed in the town, opened a scattering lire on the cavalry, but as it 
was returned with a well-directed volley from our troops, they fled to 
the hills and surrounding thickets, keeping up a scattering lire as they 
retreated. Under cover of the trees and bushes, they collected in con- 
siderable numbers upon the hills to the left of the town, from which 
they were dislodged by a well-directed lire of shell and canister from 
the artillery. The infantry meanwhile had been deployed as skirmishers 
through the woods and in the rear of the city, and but a short time 
elapsed before we were in complete possession of the place. 

From the best information I could gather, the loss of the enemy in 
killed was 8 or 10, and in wounded must have been several times that 
number. Among the dead was Captain Jackson, who took an active 
part in the skirmish. Our own loss consisted of 2 men wounded, neither 
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of them dangerously, and 4 liorses killed, including the one shot from 
under Captain Stanley, First Cavalry. The men belonged to the cav- 
alry. Three prisoners were taken on the day of the action, and 2 on 
the day following. 

The entire affair lasted about an hour, and both the officers and men 
engaged exhibited great coolness and courage. With the town we also 
captured 7 horses, and a quantity of arms, munitions of war, flour, meal, 
sugar, sirup, salt, clothing, cloth, boots^ shoes, hats, camp furniture, 
mule and horse shoes, &c., most of which we found in the court-house^ 
which was used as a barracks for their troops. The arms and muni- 
tions of war were distributed among the Home Guards of the county, 
and the clothing and provisions among our troops, of which they stood 
in great need. 

The country through which we passed is exceedingly hilly and broken, 
and the latter part of the route almost entirely destitute of provisions 
for men and forage for horses. 

Notwithstanding the adverse weather, which was remarkably stormy 
for a portion of the time, the march of 45 miles and the capture of the 
place occupied but little over fifty hours. The last day the troops 
marched 28 miles, the last four of which were passed over at double- 
quick time. 

X remained in Forsyth till noon of the 23d receiving the captured 
property, and then took up the line of march for Springfield, which I 
reached at 2 p. m. of Thursday, the 25th instant. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SWEENY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. N. Lyon, U. S. A. 


AUGUST 2, 1861. — Reconnaissance from Ironton to Centreville, Mo. 

j Report of Col. B. Gratis Brown , Fourth Missouri Infantry (If. 8. B. C.J 

Headquarters at Ironton, August 3—11 p. m. 

Sir: I have to report a day of very contradictory rumors, but of 
some decisive information at last. On yesterday, as you have been 
already advised, I deemed it well to push forward a strong reconnais- 
sance upon Centreville, to ascertain the movements of troops in the 
valley of the Saint Francis. The detachment, under the command of 
Ifieutenant-Colonel Mihalotzy, of Hecker’s regiment, 150 strong, pushed 
forward to within two or three miles of Centreville, where they found 
the secession troops in force, and soon afterwards found themselves 
threatened on the flank from Buford by 1,700 men, under McBride. 
The officer in command at once advised me of the fact, and fell back 
towards Ironton. 1 dispatched Colonel Hecker, with 200 men, on the 
route towards Buford, to threaten McBride’s flank, and. to establish 
communication with Colonel Mihalotzy. My latest advices are that 
the latter had reached in safety the point where the Buford road leaves 
the Centreville road, 8 miles from here, and, I presume, by this 
time has been joined by Colonel Hecker’s detachment. It will be ob- 
served, however, that the necessity of this concentration back upon 
Ironton leaves open the various roads to Potosi, Iron Mountain, and 
other points on the railroad. I cannot as yet ascertain what force is 
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supporting tliis movement from the Current River Valley. If it be of 
a formidable character, I shall have to rely upon intrenchments at this 
point. If it be only the movement of McBride’s forces, I shall cut off 
liis communications if he advances, and fell upon his rear. 

It will be necessary that two companies of pioneers, with their equip, 
ments, should be sent forward forthwith to this point, if it be de- 
signed to put this post in a defensible attitude. So far, I have had 
nothing, neither tools nor myn of experience in engineering, other than 
Major Trout. If the position is deemed of sufficient importance, it 
should not only be cared for in such respects, but the necessary artil- 
lery, with a sufficient number of artillerists, should be at once sent 
down. I have scrutinized Colonel Heeker’s regiment, and found seven- 
teen good artillerists, who are now organizing to take charge of the 
guns at this point. As the company of artillery whose time is out 
refuse to do any further service other than such as I have compelled 
them to perform, they should be recalled. 

1 would also ask for information what I am to do with spies and 
suspicious characters I find daily haunting this vicinity. Courts- 
martial will disable my command. I had thought of forming a mili- 
tary commission of three officers to take such eases in hand as a court 
of inquiry. Where the proof is found on the men they ought to be 
dealt with promptly. 

In addition to the other embarrassments, 1 have to report that there 
is a portion of my own immediate command whose term of service 
expires on the 8th instant, and they insist upon being returned to Saint 
Louis at that time. Such persons are not fit to be relied on as soldiers, 
and I would submit the propriety of dispensing with the further service 
of all such. In fact, the three-months’ volunteers have been only a 
source of demoralization to the Army of the West at the best, and I 
shall be heartily glad to get rid of them. 

There lias been for some days past a movement of the families and 
goods of secessionists from this point, which either betrays fear of our 
presence or a knowledge of the approach of the enemy. -I am inclined 
to think the latter. 


If I shall receive lio further advices this evening I shall call in Colonel 
Seeker’s command in the morning, only leaving strong pickets to note 
the movements to the west of this position, and sending out scouts to 
glean all the information possible. 

Colonel Bland’s regiment returned barefooted, and with a very insuf- 
ficient. supply of clothing. It should be put in condition for effective 
service promptly. He complains very bitterly that his requisitions have 
received no attention. 

Yours, respectfully, 


B. G-RATZ BROWR, 


Capt. John 0. Kelton, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Saint Louis. 


Colonel, Commanding. 
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SKIRMISH AT DUG SPRINGS, MO. 

AUGUST ,2, 1861, — Skirmish at Bug Springs, Mo. 

EEPORTS. 

No. 1. — Brig. Gon. Nathaniel Lyon, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Capt. Frederick Steele, Second IT. S. Infantry. 

No. :i. — Brig. Gen. James S. Rains, Missouri State Guard (Confederate). 

No. 4. — Capt. James McIntosh, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, U. 8. Army. 

Hdqrs. IT. S. Troops, McCulla’s Farm, 

24 miles from hpringfield, Fayetteville Road , August 4, 1861. 

Sir : On the 1st instant I. found the enemy advancing upon Spring- 
field, and, so far as my information went, it was his intention to center 
upon it three columns, and this road being the one on which was the 
largest force and most advanced, I started out to meet it, in hopes to 
drive it back in. time to turn upon other points to the west and north- 
west, where the other columns are expected. I reached Wilson’s Creek, 
about 10 miles out, on the first day, and on the second moved about 

0 miles, and found an advanced party about 1 mile on from Hayden’s 
farm. Having little else than meat for my troops, and for nearly three 
weeks past having less than half rations of everything but beef, which 
has caused considerable diarrhea, my command of volunteers, badly dis- 
ciplined and clothed, were unfit to march forward and drive in the ene- 
my’s advance, and proceed to the only camp in advance where water 
could be obtained, some 4 or 5 miles farther on, and where the rebel 
forces under Rains were some 3,000 strong, and who must be dislodged 
before we could earn]) for tlie night. I therefore stopped at Hayden’s. 

The rebels’ advance perceived my halt, and being mostly mounted, 
became bold, and threatened me from various points, though in small 
force — though about 1,000 infantry advanced pretty well forward at 
one time under an advance of cavalry force. My advance guards of 
infantry opened fire upon them, and without orders from me, by a spon- 
taneous emotion, the advance guard of my cavalry charged and drove 
back the rebels, but lost 4 killed and 5 wounded. Cavalry again ad- 
vanced, but wore driven back by my artillery, under Captain Totten. 

Yesterday (fid) I advanced to this point, where General Rains, of 
Jackson’s forces, had his headquarters, and from winch he retired with- 
out resistance. I cannot say with definiteness how far in advance the 
main body is, but without supplies, and the danger of being turned by 
a force to cut off our communication with Springfield, I deem it imprac- 
ticable to advance; and now, as I determine to fall back upon Spring- 
field, I perceive evidence of an attempt outlie part of the enemy to 
reach Springfield, by a road to the north of us, in advance of our return. 

1 hope the forces in Springfield will be able to hold out till our return. 
But, painful as it is to announce, I fear much my inability to retain posi- 
tion in Springfield, for the enemy, mostly mounted and very numerous, 
will cut off our means of obtaining flour, and we shall be forced to retire. 
I should still hope to retain Springfield and hold out against the enemy 
in this region but for the expiration of the term of the three-months’ 
volunteers of whom Colonel Bates’ hirst Iowa Regiment claiming dis- 
charge on the 14th instant, Colonel Salomon’s Fifth Missouri Regiment 
at different periods by companies from the 9th to the 18th instant, and 
a considerable portion of Colonel Sigel’s regiment in a similar manner, 
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by which my force will be reduced to about 3,500 men, badly clothed 
and without a prospect of supplies. Prudence seems now to" indicate 
the necessity of withdrawing, if possible, from the country, and falling 
upon either Saint Louis or Kansas. Saint Louis via Kolia will most 
likely be selected, with a view to re- enforcements and supplies. My 
forces are now nearly as follows, which I make up from recollection, not 
having returns for some time past, in consequence of the troops having 
been scattered around in the vicinity of Springfield : 


First Brigade, Major Sturgis’. 

Four companies cavalry 250 

Four companies First U. S. Infantry (Plummer’s) 350 

Two companies Second Missouri Volunteers 200 

One company artillery (Captain Totten’s battery) 84 

884 

Second Brigade, Sigel’s. 

Third Missouri Volunteers 700 

Fifth Missouri V olunteers 600 

Second Artillery (battery) 120 

1,420 

Third Brigade, Lieuienani-Colonel Andrews’. 

First Missouri Volunteers 900 

Four companies infantry (regulars) 300 

One battery artillery •_ 64 

1,264 

Fourth Brigade, Deitzler’s. 

Two Kansas regiments 1 400 

First Iowa Regiment (Colonel Bates) ’ 900 

2, 300 


Grand total 


5, 868 


I have made every exertion to ascertain the enemy’s forces, and 
though this is very difficult, I am satisfied it will reach 15,000, and in 
an attempt to surround and cut me off there may be gathered 20,000, 
most of whom will be ill-conditioned troops, collected from Missouri 
and Arkansas, with such fire-arms as each man may have, and being 
mounted, have the means of threatening and annoying my command. 
In addition to the above will be of the enemy’s forces the organized 
forces ot McCulloch, of Texas, supposed to be 4,000, well-armed, and 
prepared for effective service. 

In fact, I am under the painful necessity of retreating, and can at 
most only hope to make my retreat good. I am in too great haste to 
explain at length more filly. I have given timely notice of my danger, 
and can only in the worst emergencies submit to them. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JN. LYO-N, 

~ , -r _ Brigadier- General. Commanding. 

Capt. John C. Kelton, 

Asstf. Adjt. Gen., ffdqrs. Dept, of the West , Saint Louis, Mo. 



Ko. 2. 

Report of Capt. Frederick Steele, Second U. S. Infantry. 

Camp near Kolla, Mo., August 18, 1861. 

, T Captain . In compliance with instructions from headquarters, I have 
the honor to make the following report in regard to the affair at Dug 
Springs on the 2d instant : 
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The advance guard was composed of Totten’s battery and my battal- 
ion of four companies. About 9 o’clock in the morning a scouting 
party ot tlie enemy’s cavalry was discovered a hundred yards in advance 
on the road. Two companies of my battalion were deployed as skir- 
mishers, one on either side of the road, to act as flankers through the 
bushes. A shell from Totten’s battery dispersed the enemy, and we 
saw nothing of him for several miles, when some shots were fired at our 
cavalry flankers two or three hundred yards on the left of the road. 
Two companies of my battalion were again sent out as flankers, one on 
each side of the road. 

_ After advancing about a mile and a half, the enemy’s cavalry, in con- 
siderable torce, was discovered crossing and recrossing the road in front, 
where it ascended a hill, and was lost from our view in a dense forest. 
The road passed through a narrow valley, and on the left was a succes- 
sion of spurs, sparsely covered with scrubby oak, and running perpen- 
dicularly to it, up to about a mile from the enemy’s position. Along 
the ridge of the last spur was Company B, Second Infantry, deployed 
as skirmishers, under command of First Sergt. G. H. McLaughlin. On 
the next spur, in rear of this position, was Lieutenant Lothrop, with his 
company of general-service recruits, acting as a reserve. On the right 
ot the road the company of Mounted Rifle recruits, under Lance-Ser- 
geant Morine, was deployed to skirmish through a corn field, and Com- 
pany B, Second Infantry, commanded by First Sergeant Griffin, acting 
as a reserve. Capt. D. S. Stanley’s troop of cavalry was a short distance 
in rear, on the right of the road. 

General Lyon left me with this force, and drew off the remainder of 
the command a mile and a half to the rear, in order to encamp near 
water. I was directed to hold this position unless too hotly pressed by 
the enemy, when I was to retire, holding him in check. From our posi- 
tion the valley sloped tow r ards that of the enemy up to the foot of the 
hill, where it turned off to their right. From behind the hills, on our 
left, was a deep ravine, running towards the enemy’s position. The bed 
of a dry stream ran along to the left of the road, and in places was deep,, 
and skirted with tall, thick brush-wood. On the right of the road (the 
enemy’s left) was a deep ravine, running perpendicularly to the road. 
In a country of such conformation it was impossible for us to form any • 
estimate of the enemy’s strength. Two small field pieces were in posi- 
tion on the slope of the hill on either side of the road. For several 
hours they took advantage of their hiding places to annoy us with 
random shots, none of which took effect. 

About 5 o’clock p. in. Sergeant McLaughlin’s line of skirmishers was- 
attacked on the left and front by a large body of cavalry, some 200 or 
more of whom were on foot and about the same number mounted. At 
the same time the enemy was seen advancing upon us along the road 
in column, with two pieces of artillery. Sergeant McLaughlin gallantly 
repulsed the first attack, but was soon overwhelmed with numbers and 
obliged to retreat upon the reserve, and all fell back into the road, 
where I came to their support with the other two companies of my bat- 
talion. We then advanced upon the enemy, driving him rapidly back.. 
Captain Stanley, with his troop, took position on a commanding spur on 
our left and front, to prevent our flank from being turned. 

The enemy was now in complete rout, a part of Captain Stanley’s 
troop having gallantly charged and . cut through his line. While we 
were pursuing the enemy, who had fled, leaving over 200' cavalry horses. 

4 R R— VOL ill 
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tiod in tlic ravine, I received orders from General Lyon to retreat. We 
could easily have captured all those horses, but I supposed we were 
being cut off by the enemy’s column, which was concealed from our 
view. We fell back in good order upon a position chosen by General 
Lyon, occasionally fronting towards the enemy, but without being 
molested by him. " The enemy expended a large amount of ammunition, 
but aimed too high to do the infantry much harm. Private John Bus- 
kirk, of Company E, Second Infantry, received a severe wound in the 
hand. 

The strength of the battalion in this skirmish, excluding the guard m 
charge of prisoners, was about 200. 

The following is Captain Stanley’s report of the number of liis troop 
engaged, killed, wounded, &c.* Conspicuous in the light, First Ser- 
geant Coates, Sergeant Sullivan. . . 

About 800 of the enemy’s cavalry, in column, followed us up to witlnn 
COO yards of General Lyon’s line of battle, and were soon dispersed by 
a sharp practice from Totten’s battery. 

It is impossible for me to make an accurate report of the enemy’s 
loss in this alfair, but from the best information that I can obtain it is 
probable that their loss was about 20 killed and 50 wounded, including 
their loss from the shells thrown by Totten’s battery. Some of the 
enemy’s wounded men, found in a house near the field, told us it took 
three six-mule wagons to carry off the dead, and that their loss in killed 
and wounded was over 70. 

Very respectfully, captain, your obedient servant, 

FKED’K STEELE, 

Captain, Second Infantry , Comdg. Detachment. 

Capt. G. Granger, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ho. 3. 


Report of Brig. Gen, James S. Rains, Missouri State Guard ( Confederate ). 

Hdqrs. Second Division Missouri State Guard, 

August 3, 1861. 

Sir : In consequence of the conflicting rumors which have reached 
headquarters regarding the action yesterday between the advance guard 
and the forces of General Lyon, I have the honor to report the follow- 
ing facts in the case : 

About 9 a. in. our pickets reported that they had met the advance 
o-uarcl of the enemy, and had fallen back before them after receiving 
two fires from their artillery. I immediately ordered the whole advance 
o-uard not on duty (amounting to nearly 400 men) forward, and at a 
point about 3 miles from our encampment I found the enemy in posi- 
tion. Their forces were covered by the timber and brush, in which 
they could occasionally be seen deploying. At short intervals they 
threw out reconnoitering parties, which were checked and driven back 
by a party of sharpshooters, picked for that purpose. After haying 
thus kept them in check for about five hours Colonel McIntosh arrived 
on the ground with a force of 150 mounted men, which, by my direction, 
he kept concealed. In person he reconnoitered the enemy, and reported 
to us as the result that there were not more than 150 of them on the 

* Nominal list omitted shows 42 engaged, 4 killed, and 6 wounded. 
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gromid, which lie presumed we were able to keep in check, and therefore 
withdrew his forces from the field. 

In a short time the enemy attempted to outflank us on the right. I 
sent Colonel Cravens, with 150 men, to check them, and they soon were 
engaged, driving the enemy back in the utmost confusion. I immedi- 
ately sent a messenger to report to Colonel McIntosh that we were 
engaged with a large force. The enemy, re-enforced by the regular U 
S. cavalry, renewed the attack on Colonel Cravens 5 command, when the 
conflict became severe and hand to hand. I then took the remaining 
portion ot the guard with the view to cut off the attacking party on the 
right, when, on leaching them, the enemy opened upon us with two 
battei ies, dispersing the mounted men, a portion of whom became panic- 
stricken and retired in the utmost confusion. I had been led to expect 
le-eufoi cements of inlantry and artillery at McCulla 5 s Spring, and not 
finding any, fell back, in accordance with instructions, to the main 
army.* 7 

I found from two of the wounded enemy, one a captain, that we were 
attacked by the army under General Lyon, over 5,000 strong, with 
eight pieces of artillery, which we held in check for seven hours 

I have to report a loss of 1 officer (Lieutenant Horthcut) and 5 men 
wounded, wliilc the loss of the enemy, as far as can be ascertained 
amounts to 14 killed on the field. 

I cannot speak too highly of the gallantry of the officers and men, 
particularly that portion who acted as infantry; but to notice individual 
instances of bravery would occupy too much space. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES S. BATHS, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding Advance Guard. 

Col. Thomas L. Snead, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General 


Ho. 4. 

Report of Gap. James McIntosh , C. 8. Army. 

Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Gamp on Crane Creek, August 3, 1861. 

General : I was sent forward yesterday by your order with 150 men 
to ascertain the position of the enemy, who it was reported were attack- 
ing an advance guard of 500 men under General Bains. I marched 
rapidly 7 miles and met General Bains’ adjutant-general, who told 
me General Bains was engaging the enemy in front. I screened my 
men and rode forward with the adjutant-general, and found General 
Bains, with his command. He reported that the enemy were immedi- 
ately in front. I could see nothing, and told him that I* did not believe 
that they .were in force. I then rode forward to reconnoiter the enemy. 
From a hill I had a good view of the road in advance, and saw either a 
train or an encampment near it. I reported the fact to the general, and 
told him repeatedly that he was not sent forward to engage the enemy 
if in force; that all required of him was to find out their position and 
strength, and late in the evening to fall back to his position of the night 
before, take a strong position, and, if attacked, that he would be re- 
enforced. Having obeyed your instructions, I returned. When about 

* See, also, General Price’s report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, August 10, post. 
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3 miles from your camp, tire command of General Rains, as I ex- 
acted, came down upon us in full flight and in the greatest confusion. 
I drew up my men across the road, and rallied the greater portion of 
them and sent them on in regular order. General Rains had engaged 
the enemy unadvisedly, and had sent for my small command to re-en- 
force him, which I respectfully declined, having no disposition to sacri- 
fice it in such company. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

JAS. MCINTOSH, 

Captain , C. S. Army , and Adjutant- General of Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Commanding , &c. 



AUGUST 7-10, 1861.— Expedition to Price’s Landing, Commerce, Benton, and 

Hamburg, Mo. 

Report of Maj. John McDonald , 'Eighth Missouri Infantry. 

Camp Fremont, 

Cape Girardeau , Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report : 

Agreeably to instructions, dated “Headquarters U. S. Forces, Cape 
Girardeau, August 7, 1861,” I proceeded in command of two companies 
(F, Eighth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, and F, Twentieth Illinois), 
on board steamer Luella, on the night of the 7th instant, for Price’s 
Landing, on the Mississippi, about 25 miles from here. Landed my 
command 2 miles on this side of Price’s Landing, and took up a line 
of march through woods and corn fields to Price’s residence, where I 
arrived at 2 o’clock a. m.; surrounded his premises, and at daylight 
entered his house, expecting to find him there ; was however doomed to 
disappointment, as he had not yet returned from his camp, which is said 
to be established 14 miles south of his residence, with, a force of 1,100 
rebels ; apprehended then as prisoners his son (William Price), who it 
is said held the rank of captain under his father, and his son-in-law; 
found in his warehouse a quantity of provisions, marked “ General 
Price, Charleston, Mo.” Among the lot were twenty barrels, contain- 
ing in the center firkins of butter, on top of which were potatoes and 
oats, in order to deceive the public. This, together with other provis- 
ions, which were intended for the rebel camp, with the exception of six 
or seven firkins of butter (which I had the honor to turn over to you), 
I caused to be burned, having no means of transportation to bring it all 
with me. I did also take the teams which I found ready to haul these 
provisions to the rebels, together with one teamster. 

I left there about 8 a. m. same day for Commerce; halted on the route 
about 3 miles above Price’s, where I had been informed I would find 
one of Price’s leaders, but on my arrival I learned from his family that 
he was in Price’s camp. I took there several head of stock, which his 
servants told me were intended for the rebel camp ; after which I pro- 
ceeded on my way to Commerce, and arrived there at 3 p. m. While 
there I apprehended two rebels, one of them known as the “ Rebel Post 
Office,” a notorious rascal. 

I proceeded from thence to Benton, 8 miles west of Commerce.. I was, 
however, informed on the way that I would find there Jeff. Thompson 
with 1,100 rebels, but on my arrival found that there had been only two 
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or tlii’ee hundred, who on learning of our approach fled to General 
X illow s camp, 48 miles from Benton. Halted at Benton until the fol- 
lowing morning, when I found two teams belonging to parties who had 
D66H in J eft. Iliompson’s Ccimp for over throe months. 

I then proceeded to Hamburg, about 5 miles northwest from Benton 
where I was told I would find 1,400 rebels, but on my arrival there I 
found the place deserted of all male inhabitants, who were apprehending 
an attack from the above rebels. Beceivingthis information, I concluded 
to remain there twenty-four hours at the urgent request of the deserted 
families, and, at the same time expecting their arrival, I did, of course 
make the necessary preparations to receive them : but obtaining no 
positive information of their whereabouts, X concluded to return to my 
camp, where I arrived on the 10th instant at 4 o’clock p. m. 

In conclusion, I am under the disagreeable necessity of reporting that 
Oapt. T. Q. Hildebrandt, commanding Company F, Twentieth Illinois, 
did disobey my orders on several occasions by allowing his men to leave 
the ranks on the line of march, and did on one occasion allow two of his 
men to go some distance and procure two horses under the pretense of 
visiting a rebel camp (as they said), which conduct the said captain did 
not report to me. On my accidentally hearing of this breach of disci- 
pline next day, I asked tile captain how he came to allow such conduct, 
when he remarked “ that the horses were loaned to his men in order to 
visit a rebel camp.” On another occasion, while at Benton, I gave posi- 
tive orders that no man should pass the line of sentinels without my 
permission, in defiance of which the aforesaid captain did pass a num- 
ber of his men out without consulting me, and the first intimation I had 
of it was that I saw two of his men breaking open a house which had 
been vacated and locked. I reported this to him, and directed him to 
bring his men back, and to attend more strictly to his company, which 
he failed to do. All of which I respectfully submit. 

I aim, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN - McDONAId), 

Major Eighth Eegiment Mo. Vols., Gomdg. Expedition. 

Daniel Bradley, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST 10, 1861. — Battle of Oak Hills, Springfield, or Wilson’s Creek, Mo. 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1. — Maj. Gen. John C. Frfimont, U. S. Army, commanding Western Department. 
No. 2. — Brig. Gon. Nathaniel Lyon, U. S. Army, commanding Army of the West, of 
operations August 5-9. 

No. 3. — Maj. John M. Schofield, First Missouri Infantry, and acting adjutant-general, 
of operations of the Army of the West, August 1-14. 

No. 4. — Maj. Samuel D. Sturgis, First U. S. Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, with 
return of casualties. 

No. 5. — Capt. Joseph B. Plummer, First U. S. Infantry. 

No. 6. — Capt. James Totten, Second U. S. Artillery. 

No. 7. — Lieut. Col. George L. Andrews, First Missouri Infantry. 

No, 8.— Capt. Frederick Steele, Second U. S. Infantry. 

No. 9. — Lieut. John V. Du Bois, U. S. Mounted Rifies. 

No. 10. — Lieut. Col. William II. Merritt, First Iowa Infantry. 

No. 11. — Maj. John A. Flaldermau, First Kansas Infantry. 

No, 12 . — Lieut. Col. Charles W. Blair, Second Kansas Infantry. 
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No. 13.— Col. Franz Sigel, Third Missouri Infantry, commanding Army of the West. 

No. 14. — Capt. Eugene A. Carr, First U. S. Cavalry. . 

No. 15.— Lieut. Charles E. Farrand, First U. S. Infantry. 

No. 10.— Congratulatory orders from General Fremont. 

No. 17.— Thanks of U. S. Congress to General Lyon’s command. 

No. 18.— Statements as to conduct of General Sigel, forwarded by Major-General Ilal- 
leclc, U. S. Army. 

No. 19.— Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Missouri State Guard (Confederate), of operations 
July 25 — August 11. 

No. 20. — Lieut. Col. L. A. Maclean, C. S. Army, of movements August 2. 

No. 21. — Prig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, C. S. Army, commanding, with orders and proc- 
lamation. 

No. 22. — Col. T. J. Churchill, First Arkansas Mounted Rifles. 

No. 23. — Col. James McIntosh, Second Arkansas Mounted Rifles. 

No. 24. — Lieut. Col. Benjamin T. Embry, Second Arkansas Mounted Rifles. 

No. 25. — Lieut. Col. D. McRae, Arkansas Battalion. 

No. 2G. — Col. Louis Hubert, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 27. — Lieut. Col. S. M. Ilyams, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 28. — Maj. W. F. Tunnard, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 29. — Capt. JohnP. Vigilini, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 30. — Col. E. Greer, South Kansas-Toxas Regiment. 

No. 31. — Capt. J. G. Reid, commanding battery. 

No. 32. — Brig. Gen. N. B. Pearce, Arkansas Forces. 

No. 33. — Col. John R. Gratiot, Third Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 34. — Col. J. D. Walker, Fourth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 35. — Col. Tom P. Dockery, Fifth Arkansas Infantry. 

No. 30. — Col. De Rosey Carroll, First Arkansas Cavalry. 

No. 37. — Capt. Charles A. Carroll, Arkansas Cavalry. 

No. 38. — Brig. Gen. James S. Rains, Missouri State Guard. 

No. 39.— Col. JohnR. Graves, commanding First Brigade, Second Division, Missouri 
State Guard. 

No. 40.— Congratulatory letter from Confederate Secretary of War to General Mc- 
Culloch. 

Ho. 1. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. J. C. Fremont , U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 13, 1861. 

General Lyon, in three columns, under himself, Sigel, and Sturgis, 
attacked the enemy at G.30 o’clock on the morning of the 10th, 0 
miles southeast of Springfield. Engagement severe. ' Our loss about 
800 killed and wounded. General Lyon killed in charge at head of his 
column. Our force 8,000, including 2,000 Home Guards. Muster roll 
reported taken from the enemy 23,000, including regiments from Louis- 
iana, Tennessee, Mississippi, with Texan Bangers and Cherokee half- 
breeds. This statement corroborated by prisoners. 

Their loss reported heavy, including Generals McCulloch and Price. 
Their tents and wagons destroyed in the action. Sigel left one gun on 
the field, and returned to Springfield, whence, at 3 o’clock in the' morn- 
ing of the 11th, continued his retreat upon Bolla, bringing off liis bag- 
gage trains and $250,000 in specie from Springfield Bank! I am doing 
what is possible to support him, hut need aid of some organized force 
to repel the enemy, reported advancing on other points in considerable 
strength. 


Col. E. D. Townsend. 


JOHH C. EEEMONT. 
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Saint Louis, 

August 30, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the official reports of 
the several commanders of the United States forces lately engaged 
under the late Brigadier-General Lyon at Wilson’s Creek, near Spring- 
field, Mo., August 10, 1861. The duties at my headquarters have been 
so various and pressing that I have not until now been able to submit 
these reports. I have thought proper to -make them a substitute for 
the more formal return of killed, wounded, and missing, as required 
by regulations ; tables or lists of which will be found embraced with 
the reports.* 

The attention of the Department will be attracted to the very 
commendable gallantry of our troops, contending as they did against 
fearful odds— that of more than five to one— and I cordially recommend 
that this appreciation of the services of the officers and soldiers be 
accompanied with more substantial marks of the favor of the Govern- 
ment. 

After completely driving the enemy from his positions with none of 
his force in sight, the successor of the brave General Lyon, Maj. S. D. 
Sturgis, U. S. Army, drew off his column, in good order, to a position 
2 miles from the battle ground, awaiting the movements of General 
Sigcl’s column. 

The further withdrawal of the army from Springfield to Eolla was 
undoubtedly based upon good reasons, such as will appear evident 
from Major Sturgis’ report. The exhaustion consequent upon a six 
hours’ conflict, the great drain upon their supply of ammunition, and the 
expected re-enforcement of the enemy, all seem to justify the act of the 
commander in deciding to make no further effort^ for maintaining his 
position in or near Springfield. 

The following-named officers, distinguished for highly important 
services and marked gallantry, are hereby recommended to the special 
consideration of the Government: 

Maj. S. D. Sturgis, First Cavalry, U. S. Army, distinguished for 
marked intrepidity and gallantry and for highly meritorious services, 
both before and after the fall of General Lyon. 

Maj. J. M. Schofield, first lieutenant First Artillery, major First Mis- 
souri Volunteers, and acting adjutant-general to General Lyon, distin- 
guished for cool and conspicuous courage and for his constant effort to 
inspire confidence among the troops. 

Capt. Gordon Granger, Regiment Mounted Rifles, acting assistant 
adjutant-general to Major Sturgis, distinguished for active and con- 
spicuous gallantry, and for highly valuable services in recoil noiteriug 
the enemy, assisting in the service of the batteries, and in rallying and 
inspiring confidence amongst the troops. 

Capt. James Totten, Second Artillery, commanding light battery, 
distinguished for conspicuously gallant and meritorious conduct and 
for highly important and valuable services in the command of his bat- 
tery throughout all the operations of the day. His name deserves to 
become “a household word.” 

Second Lieut. J. V. Du Bois, Regiment Mounted Rifles, U. S. Army, 
commanding light battery, for gallant and meritorious conduct and for 
highly important services in the command of his light battery through- 
out the entire conflict. 

Lieutenant Sokalslci, attached to Totten’s light battery, distin- 
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guished. u for coolness and bravery throughout the day ” and tor highly 
meritorious services in command of his section of the light battery of 
artillery. 

Oapt. Thomas W. Sweeny, Second Infantry, acting inspector- general, 
for gallant and highly meritorious services, “ especially distinguished 
for Ins seal in rallying broken fragments of various regiments and in 
leading them into the hottest of the tight.” 

Oapt, Joseph B. Plummer, 'First Infantry; Oapt. Clutrles 0. Gilbert, 
hirst Infantry ; Oapt. Daniel Huston, jr., First Infantry : Oapt. Frederick 
Steele, Second Infantry; First Lieut. Henry 0. Wood, First Infantry; 
First Lieut. W. L. Lothrop, Fourth Artillery ; Lieutenant Oanlield, First 
Cavalry, for conspicuous gallantry and highly meritorious conduct from 
the beginning to the close of the battle. 

Colonel Deitzlor, First Kansas Volunteers, distinguished for coolness 
and courage while leading his regiment against the enemy. 

Miijj. John A. Ilalderman, First Kansas Volunteers, distinguished for 
gallantry and good conduct, in leading a battalion of four companies of 
his regiment against the enemy. 

Col. It. B. Mitchell, Second Kansas Volunteers, distinguished for gal- 
lantry and good conduct at the head of his regiment, being u severely 
wounded in the thickest of the tight.” 

Lieut. Col. Charles W. Blair, Second Regiment Kansas Volunteers, 
distinguished for cool and intrepid conduct in the command of his regi- 
ment, _ “ attracting the admiration of all who saw him.” 

Major Cloud, Second Kansas Volunteers ; Lieutenant-Colonel An- 
drews, First Missouri Volunteers ; Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt, First 
Iowa Volunteers; Major Porter, First Iowa Volunteers; Captain Her- 
ron, First Iowa Volunteers, for gallant and meritorious services. 

Lieutenant Conrad, Second Infantry; Major Wherry, volunteer A. 
D. 0. ; Major Shepard, volunteer A. I). 0.; Mr. 13. Cozzens, volunteer 
A. D. 0., especially mentioned for the zeal and courage they displayed 
throughout the action. 

Brig. Gen. F. Sigol, commanding Second Brigade Missouri Volunteers, 
distinguished for gallant and meritorious conduct in the command of 
his brigade. 

Maj. P. J. Osterliaus, commanding battalion Second Missouri Volun- 
teers, distinguished for gallant and meritorious conduct in command of 
his battalion of volunteers. 

Oapt. E. A. Carr, First Regiment IT. 8. Cavalry, distinguished for 
gallant and meritorious conduct under the orders of General Sigel. 

< Second Lieut. Charles E, Farmed, First Regiment IT. S. Infantry, 
distinguished for gallant and meritorious conduct under the command 
of General Sigel. 

First Lient. D. Murpliy, First Missouri Volunteers, distinguished for 
gallant conduct and for meritorious services, particularly in assisting 
in the service of Totten’s battery. 

Sergt. Robert Armstrong, Sergt. Gustave Deyand, Corp. Albert 
Watchman, Corp. Lorenzo I). Trammel, Light Company F, Second Ar- 
tillery, for gallant and meritorious conduct, “ being on several occasions 
greatly exposed and severely tried.” 

First Sergt. George H. McLaughlin, commanding Company E, Sec- 
ond Infantry; First Sergt. Griffin, commanding Company B, Second 
Infantry, for gallant and meritorious conduct (especially mentioned 
by their commander, Captain Steele). 

I also forward herewith Captain Steele’s report of the “ affair ” at Bug 
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Springs,* winch preceded tlie battle at Springfield, and was most credit- 
able to onr arms. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. FREMONT, 

r . , T1 ... m Major-General , Commanding . 

Ool. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Edqrs . of the Army , Washington, D. C. 


No. 2. 

Deport of Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Lyon , U. 8. Army , commanding Army of 
the West , o/ operations August 5-9. 

SPRIN G-FIELD, Mo., 9, 1861. 

General : I have just received your note of the 6th instant by special 
messenger. 

I retired to this place, as I have before informed you, reaching here 
on the 5 tli. The enemy followed to within 10 miles of here. He has 
taken a strong- position, and is recruiting his supplies of horses, mules, 
and provisions by foraging into the surrounding country, his large force 
of mounted men enabling him to do this without much annoyance from 
mo. X find my position extremely embarrassing, and am at present un- 
able to determine whether I shall be able to maintain my ground or be 
forced to retire. I can resist any attack from the front, but if the enemy 
move to surround me, I must retire. I shall hold my ground as long as 
possible, though I may, without knowing how far, endanger the safety 
of my entire force, with its valuable material, being induced by the impor- 
tant considerations involved to take this step. The enemy yesterday 
made a show of force about five miles distant, and has doubtless a full 
purpose of making- an attack upon me. 

N. LYON, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding 8. W. Expedition. 

Maj. Gen. J. 0. Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West. 


No. 3. 

Bejwrt of Map John M. Schofield, First Missouri Infantry , and Acting 
Adjutant- General Army of the West, of operations August 1-14. 

Camp near Rolla, Mo., 

August 20, 1861. 

From the time of the arrival of General Lyon’s command at Spring- 
field till that of the battle we were well informed through our scouts 
and spies of the movements and strength of the enemy. It was Gen- 
eral Lyon’s opinion, and doubtless a correct one, that could we have 
moved forward at once and succeeded in bringing the enemy to an 
engagement, we would have gained an easy victory; but this movement 
was impossible. We found our commissary stores, which had been 
ordered from Saint Louis at the time of our marching from Booneville, 
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were still lying at Holla for transportation. We were consequently 
thrown upon suck resources as the country afforded tor subsistence. 
The heavy rams prevented the formers from thrashing their wheat, and 
our daily expected supplies from Holla tailed to come, so that at no 
time could our troops have full rations of bread, and much of the time 
they had no coffee or sugar. In the event of a forward movement 
even these limited supplies must have failed. Under these circum- 
stances, the general made frequent and urgent appeals to the Govern- 
ment for aid in troops and provisions. It was well known that the 
strength of the enemy was rapidly increasing; that he was continually 
receiving small-arms and artillery from the South, with well-disciplined 
. troops, while our numbers were continually diminishing by the dis- 
charge of three-months’ volunteers, and the strength of our troops 
wasting from privation, and large numbers of them were entirely with- 
out shoes. 

To fill these appeals for aid no favorable response was received. Wo 
were not even encouraged to hope for re-enforcements. Amidst these 
embarrassments General Lyon early and frequently expressed the most 
gloomy forebodings for the future. He saw clearly the inevitable ne- 
cessity of either retiring to Holla, and abandoning to the enemy all 
the southwest portion of Missouri and Southern Kansas, or of risking 
the utter destruction of his little army and the loss of all his material 
of war in a desperate engagement with a vastly superior force of the 
enemy. 

It soou appeared that the enemy’s design was to move upon Spring- 
field in three different columns, by the routes leading to that place from 
Oassville, Harrison ville, and Greenfield. General Lyon at once deter- 
mined to await their approach only till they were within about two days’ 
march of our position, and then to move out and attack the strongest 
column, and in the event of success to turn upon the others. 

In pursuance of this plan, it having been ascertained that the ad- 
vance guard of the enemy had readied a point on the Oassville road 
about IS miles from Springfield, General Lyon marched on the fist] 
of August to the crossing of Wilson’s Greek, 10 miles from Springfield, 
and was there joined by the force under Major Sturgis, then encamped 
near Little York, about 4 miles west from the crossing: two detach- 
ments, under Colonel Deitzler and Captain Omit, which were absent, 
obtaining provisions, having been ordered to join the command as soon 
as possible. 

A small advanced picket of the enemy was met at about 9 o’clock 
the next morning, and tied upon our approach. Toward evening of the 
same- day the enemy’s advanced guard, of considerable strength, was 
met near Dug Springs, about 23 miles from Springfield, and after a brisk 
skirmish of several hours with a few companies of infantry, under Oapt. 
Tiedeiick Steele, Second Infantry, and Lieut. AV. L. Lotlirop, lfourtli 
Artillery, a company of cavalry under Captain Stanley, and, finally, 
Captain Totten’s battery, together with two pieces of the battery at- 
tached to Colonel Sigel’s brigade, was driven in confusion from the field, 
suffering considerable loss. 7 

The next morning a small force was again discovered at Curran Post 
Office, 3 miles from Dug Springs, but fled upon the first fire of ar- 
tillery, our whole column moving forward and occupying their camp 
the Second Regiment Kansas Volunteers (Colonel Mitchell) even push- 
ing on by the left flank of our position to MeCulla’s, 2 miles bevoiul, 
without seeing any sign of the enemy in force. It was too late in the 


Chat. 2C] BATTLE OF WILSON’S CREEK, MO. 59 

day to mako an attack upon what appeared to be tlie enemy’s position, 
and lienee our troops bivouacked lor the night. 

It had now become apparent that the enemy was only seeking to 
amuse us by demonstrations upon our trout and flanks while he could 
retire to a strong position and be re-enforced by the columns that had 
been moving towards Springfield by the other routes, and which were 
making forced marches to join him. The general therefore called a 
council of the principal officers of his command, and laid before them 
the question whether we should advance or retreat, explained at some 
length the possible and probable consequences of either course, and 
asked the opinion of each officer present. The question was discussed 
at considerable length and opinions freely given. While all appeared 
to be willing, and most, if not all, anxious, to risk a pitched battle, if 
one could bo brought on before our supplies were exhausted and our 
men so far weakened as to leave no chance of success, it was the unani- 
mous opinion of all present that under the existing circumstances there 
was nothing left us but to retire. The order to retire was therefore 
given, and on the afternoon of the 6th the main hotly encamped about 
Springfield, while about 2,000 regulars and volunteers, under Major 
Sturgis and Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews, remained 4 miles from the 
town. 

The enemy did not mako his appearance during our retreat, but the 
next day after our arrival at Springfield, his advance guard encamped 
at Wilson’s Creek. An attack upon this advanced force was planned 
for the night after its arrival at Wilson’s Creek, and orders were issued 
for the advance of a portion of the force under Major Sturgis and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Andrews; but owing to the lateness of the hour when 
• our spies returned with the necessary. information, and other adverse 
circumstances, the plan was abandoned, and the commands of Major 
Sturgis and Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews took position in the line of 
defense about Springfield the next day. 

Strong advanced parties of the enemy moved forward during the 
day, and were engaged by our cavalry scouts. An attack was hourly 
expected, and our troops' were kept upon their arms during the day. 
Frequent alarms from country people and Home Guards, who came 
rushing into town and reporting the advance of the enemy, served to 
worry and fatigue the troops, and deprive them of the rest which was 
absolutely necessary to fit them for battle after their fatiguing march. 
At length, about the middle of the day, a report from one of otir scout- 
ing parties showed the enemy advancing, with a considerable force of 
infantry and two pieces of artillery, on the Little York road, and a force 
of regulars and Kansas volunteers, with two pieces of artillery from 
Colonel Sigel’s brigade, was sent out to meet them. The report proved 
in the main false, the" small force of the enemy fled, and our troops 
returned without meeting it, having made a rapid march of 9 miles. 

General Lyon then determined to make a night march with his entire 
force down the Oassville road, upon the front of the enemy’s position, 
and attack him at dawn in the morning. The chief officers of his com- 
mand were called together to receive instruction^ relative to the order 
of march and plan of attack. Many of the officers were so strongly of 
the opinion that the execution of the plan was impossible, on account 
of the exhausted condition of a large portion of the troops, that the plan 
was abandoned, and the evening and next day spent in recruiting the 
strength of the men, supplying them with shoes, which had recently 
arrived from Kolia, and in making all possible preparations lor battle. 
Meanwhile our scouts were kept well out towards the enemy’s position, 
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and attacked his scouts with vigor whenever opportunity offered. The 
enemy showed no indication of an intention to advance in force, and 
hence our troops enjoyed comparative quiet during the day, and at 
evening were in good condition for battle. 

During the forenoon of that day, the 0th of August, General Lyon 
and Oolonel Bigel held a consultation, the result of which was the plan 
of attack upon the enemy’s position at Wilson’s Greek, which led to the 
battle of the 10th. X was not present at the conference, having spent 
the morning in going the rounds of the camp to see if any improvement 
could be made in our dispositions for defense, thinking all intention of 
making ail attack had been abandoned. Upon my return General Lyon 
informed me of his determination to make the attack the next morn- 
ing, and gave me the general features of the plan, but owing to press of 
business did not go much into detail. Colonel Sigel was to move with 
his brigade, consisting of (lie Third and Fifth Ecgiments of Missouri 
troops, six pieces of artillery, and two companies of cavalry (regulars), 
to the left of the main Cassville road, and leading to the rigid; of the 
enemy’s position, while General Lyon, with the remainder of his force, 
consisting of the First Missouri, First Iowa, First and Second Kansas, 
two companies of the Second Missouri, a company of riflemen, eight 
companies of regular infantry and rifle recruits, ten pieces of artillery, 
and two companies of cavalry, amounting to about 4,000 men, besides 
about 250 mounted Homo Guards, was to move down the road towards 
Little York to a point nearly opposite the enemy’s advanced pickets on 
Wilson’s Greek, and thence across the prairie, and attack his left flank. 
Colonel Sigel was to make the attack as soon as he heard that of General 
Lyon. 


The column under Geueral Lyon reached the point where the enemy’s 
most advanced picket was expected to be found at about 1 o’clock' at 
mglit. The picket not having been found, the column halted and the 
men lay on their arms till early dawn, when the march was resumed 
Captain Plummer’s battalion of regular infantry in advance, Major 
Osterliaus’ battalion of Missouri volunteers following, with Captain 
Totten’s battery. At about 4 o’clock the enemy’s picket was reached 
and fled upon our approach. Major Osterhaus’ ’battalion was then sent 
on the right as skirmishers, Captain Plummer being on the left, and the 
First Regiment Missouri Volunteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews 
brought forward to the support of Totten’s battery. § 3 

With this disposition the column moved forward about one and a 
half miles, when at about 6 o’clock a brisk skirmish was opened alon 0, 
oui entile front. The enemy was now discovered in considerable force" 
occupying the crest of a ridge running nearly perpendicularly to our 
line of maich and also to the valley of Wilson’s Creek, and lyin be- 
tween us and his main camp. The First Missouri Volunteers was now 
sent forward and deployed in line of battle, at once advancing upon 
the lidge under a brisk fire, and driving the enemy from his position on 
our right, while the First Kansas came forward and engaged the enemy 
on our left, causing him to retire. Captain Totten’s battery meanwhile 
moved forward in the center and reached the crest of the i : kb>e. 

The enemy now rallied in large force near the foot of the slope and 
under considerable cover opposite our left wing and along the slope in 
front and on our right towards the crest of the main ridge ini min ^par- 
allel to the creek. During this time Captain Plummer, with his four 
companies of infantry, had moved down a ridge about 500 yards to our 
left, and separated from us by a deep ravine, and reached its abrupt 
terminus, where he found his farther progress arrested by a large force 
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Of infantry occupying a corn field in the valley in his front. At this 
moment an artillery lire was opened from a high point about 2 miles 
near y in our trout, from which Colonel Sigel was to have commenced 


twelve 


of that heard before, and from 2 to 3 miles distant. This was the last 
during the battle. 

Onr whole line now advanced with much energy upon the enemy’s 
position, the filing, which had been spirited for the last half hour, now 
increasing to a continuous roar. During this time Captain Totten’s 
battery came into action by section and by piece, as the nature of the 
ground would permit (it being wooded with much undergrowth), and 
played upon the enemy’s lines with great effect. After a fierce engage- 
ment, lasting perhaps half an hour, and in which our troops retired 
two or three times in more or less of disorder, but never more than a 
low yards, again to rally and press forward with increased vigor, the 
enemy gave way in the utmost confusion, and left us in possession of 
the position. 

Meanwhile Captain Plummer was ordered to move forward on our 
left, but meeting with overpowering resistance from the large mass of 
infantry in the corn field in his front and in the woods beyond, was com* 
polled to fall back; but at this moment Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery, 


There was now a momentary cessation of fire along nearly the whole 
line, except the extreme right, where the First Missouri was still hotly 
engaged with a superior force of the enemy attempting to turn our 
right. The general having been informed of this movement sent the 
Second Kansas Regiment to the support of tlie First Missouri. It came 
up in time to prevent the Missourians from being destroyed by the over- 
whelming force against which they were unflinchingly holding their 
position. 

The battalion of regular infantry, under Captain Steele, which had 
been detailed to the support of Lieutenant Du Bois 7 battery, was during 
this time brought forward to the support of Captain Totten’s battery. 
Scarcely had these dispositions been made when the enemy again ap- 
peared in very large Joree along our entire front and moving towards 
each flank. The engagement at once became general, and almost incon- 
ceivably fierce, along the entire line, the enemy appearing in front often 
in three or four ranks, lying down, kneeling, and standing, the lines 
often approaching to within 30 or 40 yards, as the enemy would charge 
upon. Captain Totten’s battery and be driven back. Early in this en- 
gagement the First Iowa Regiment came into line, and relieved the 
First Kansas, which had been thrown into some disorder and compelled 
to retire. 

Every available battalion was now broughtinto action, and the battle 
raged with unabated fury for more than an hour, the scale seeming all 
the time nearly equally balanced, our troops sometimes gaining a little 
ground and again giving way a few yards to rally again. 

Early in this engagement, while General Lyon was leading his horse 
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along the line on the left of Captain Totten’s battery, and endeavoring 
to rally our troops, which were at this time in considerable disorder, 
his horse was killed, and he received a wound in the leg and one in the 
head. He walked slowly a few paces to the rear and said, li I fear the 
day is lost.” But upon being encouraged that our troops could again 
be rallied, that the disorder was only temporary, he passed over to 
the right of the center, where our line seemed to ho giving way, obtained 
another horse, and, swinging his hat in the air, led forward the troops, 
who promptly rallied around him. A few moments later lie was carried 
from the held dead. His death was known at the time to but very lew, 
and those few seemed to tight with redoubled valor. 

Meanwhile our disordered line on the left was again rallied, and 
pressed the enemy with great vigor and coolness, particularly the First 
Iowa Kegiment, which fought like veterans. This hot encounter lasted 
perhaps half an hour after General Lyon’s death, when the enemy fled, 
and left the field clear as far as we could sec, and almost total silence 
reigned for twenty- five or thirty minutes. 

As soon as the enemy began to give way, and it became apparent that 
the field was at least for the present ours, the principal officers of the 
command were informed of General Lyon’s death, and Major Sturgis 
assumed command. He at once called together the chief officers in his 
vicinity, and consulted with them as to the course that should be pur- 
sued. The question was a very perplexing one. Nothing had been 
heard from Colonel Sigel for a long time. No one could tell where he 
was or what he was doing. Should we move forward in pursuit of the 
enemy without knowing whether we should receive any support from 
Sigel, should we make a detour to the left and attempt to join him, or 
should we withdraw from the field ? 

At this time a considerable force of infantry was seen to move around 
the right of the position from which Sigel’s cannonading had. been seen 
some time before and advance in column toward the front of our left 
wing. These troops wore a dress resembling extremely that of 'Colonel 
Sigel’s men, and carried the American flag. The opinion was general 
that this was Sigel’s brigade, and preparations were commenced to 
move to the left and front and join him. Meanwhile the column in front 
moved down the bill within easy reach of our artillery, but was per- 
mitted to move on unmolested till it had reached the covered position 
at the foot of the ridge on which we were posted, and from which wo 
had been so fiercely assailed before. But suddenly a battery was 
planted on the hill in our front, and began to pour upon us shrapnel 
and canister, species of shot which had not been fired by the enemy be- 
fore. At this moment the enemy showed his true colors, and at once 
commenced along our entire line the fiercest and most bloody engage- 
ment of the day. Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery on our left, gallantly sup- ' 
ported by Major Osterhaus’ battalion and the rallied fragments of the 
First Missouri, soon silenced the enemy’s battery on the bill and re- 
pulsed the right wing of his infantry. Captain Totten’s battery in the 
center, supported by the First Iowa and regulars, was the main point 
of attack. The enemy could frequently be seen within 20 or 30 feet of 
his guns, and the smoke of the opposing lines was often so confounded 
as to seem but one. 

Now for the first time during the day our entire line maintained its 
position with perfect firmness. Not the slightest disposition to give 
way was manifested at any point, till finally the enemy gave way and 
fled from the field. 

A few moments before the close of the engagement the Second Kan- 
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aaa Eegmient, winch had firmly maintained its position on the extreme 
right from the time it was first sent there, found its ammunition ex- 
hausted, and was ordered to retire, which it did slowly and in o’ood 


drove him precipitately from the field. b ‘ b 

Thus closed, at about 11.30 o’clock, an almost uninterrupted conflict 
ot nearly six hours. JLlie order to retire was given immediately after 


having been repulsed, and no enemy being in sight, the whole column 
moved slowly to the high open prairie about 2 miles from the battle 
ground. Our ambulances meanwhile passed to and fro, carrying off 
out wounded, mid niter junking a short linlt upon tlie prnirie we con- 
tinned our march to Springfield. 

, Xt should be here remarked that just after the order to retire had been 
given, and while it was still undecided whether the retreat should be 
continued or whether we should occupy the more favorable position in 


prisoner. Most of our men had fired away all their ammunition and all 
that could be obtained from the boxes of the killed and wounded. There 
was then nothing left us but to return to Spring-field. 

Upon reaching the Little York road we met Lieutenant Farrand with 
his company of cavalry and a considerable portion of Colonel Sigel’s 


once started for Colonel Sigel’s quarters, and met him riding towards 
mine. Ho told me of his disaster, and said we must decide upon our 
courso for the future. A council was called at my quarters, and was 
attended by nearly all the chief officers who were able. 

Major Sturgis explained the circumstances under which lie li ad assumed 
command upon the field ; stated his convictions of the necessity for our 
retreating towards Eolla at once and before the enemy could organize 
for pursuit, and resigned his command to Colouel Sigel. 

Ho difference of opinion seemed to exist as to the propriety and even 
necessity of the course proposed by Major Sturgis, and the necessary 
orders were at once issued, 2 o’clock a. m. being the hour designated for 
the march to commence, in order that the entire column, with its long 
train {370 wagons), might leave the town and obtain favorable ground 
for defense before dawn, when an attack would probably be made if one 
were contemplated. 

Colonel Sigel arranged the order of march, his brigade and the Iowa 
regiment forming the advance guard, followed by the baggage train, 
then the main body of the army, and lastly Major Sturgis’ brigade ot 
regulars. I gave the necessary instructions for the movement of the 
various portions of the train and of the different commands ; made pro- 
vision for the transportation of such of the wounded as could be carried 
with us and for the care of such as must be left behind, detailing four 
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surgeons for tliis duty; went to the various camps, except Colonel 
Si gel’s, and saw that ail possible preparation was made. At 1.30 o’clock 
I went to Colonel Sigel’s camp, and found liis wagons not loaded, Ids 
men apparently making preparations to cook tlieir breakfast, and no 
preparations to march. I could find no officer to execute my com- 
mands nor any one to pay the slightest heed to wliat I said. 1 rode 
at once to Colonel Sigel’s quarters, arriving there at 2 o’clock, and 
found him asleep in bed. I aroused him, told him the hour for march- 
ing' had arrived, and that all were ready except his brigade. I urged 
upon him the importance of marching at once if at all. He said, « Yes ; 
I will move at once.” I started the train immediately, and sent the 
Iowa regiment ahead, directing it to halt about a mile from town. In 
this condition the column was delayed more than two hours for Colonel 
Sigel’s brigade, so that the rear guard could not leave town till about 6 
o’clock. 

During the first three days of our retreat the same order of march 
was preserved, the same troops doing the fatiguing duties of rear 
guard, in spile of my remonstrances. Although we made daily marches 
of only ordinary length, long halts were made in the middle of the day, 
so that while the advance guard would reach camp at night early enough 
to obtain and cook provisions, the rear guard would be in. the road till 
long after dark, and in the inextricable confusion resulting from the 
attempt to encamp a large force with an immense train in an extremely 
rough and wooded country in a dark night, many would abandon as 
hopeless the attempt to find their wagons and get them in position, and 
lie down without food. Many of our men were compelled to go twenty- 
four hours without a morsel, and some much longer. 

On the morning of the third day the whole column was detained three 
hours for Colonel Si gel’s brigade to have beef .killed and cooked for 
breakfast, the remainder of the command having made tlieir breakfast 
upon such as they had, and, with the exception of the Iowa regiment, 
marched 6 miles before the killing of beef for Colonel Sigel’s breakfast 
commenced. 

By this time the clamor for relief became such that almost total an- 
archy reigned in the command. At length, after numerous entreaties 
from officers of the command, Major Sturgis resumed command of the 
army, giving as his reason for so doing, that, although Colonel Sigel 
had been for a long time acting as an officer of the army, he had no ap- 
pointment from any competent authority. 

Upon this change of command I was relieved from the duties of ad- 
jutant-general, anil took command of my regiment, then without a field 
officer, and much in need of my care. My functions as acting adjutant- 
general of this command therefore ceased on the 14th instant. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. M. SOHORIELD, 

illhj/., First Reg. Mo. Yols., late A. A. 6b, Army of the T Vest. 


Ro. 4. 

Report of May. S. B. Sturgis, First U. S. Cavalry. 

Hdqrs. Army op the West, Camp Cary Gratz, 

Near Rolla, Mo., August 20, 1861. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the battle 
of Springfield, fought on the 10th instant, at Wilson’s Creek, some 10 
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miles south oi the city, between the United States troops under Gen- 
eral Lyon and the rebel forces under McCulloch. 

y° tte determination of attack- 
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infantry, under Captain Plummer— Companies B, C, and D, First In- 
iantry, Captains Gilbert, Plummer, and Huston— with one company of 
ride recruits, under Lieutenant Wood; Major Osterhaus’ battalion, 
Second Missouri Volunteers, two companies; Captain Totten’s light 
battery, six pieces, and Captain Wood’s mounted company of the Second 


of four pieces, one of which was a 12-pounder gun, and the First Mis- 
souri Volunteers. 

The Third Brigade was made up of the First and Second Kansas 
Volunteers, under Deitzler, Colonel Mitchell commanding the hitter 
regiment. The First Regiment Iowa Volunteers, with some 200 Home 


rand (First Infantry), and one light battery of six pieces. This column 
was to march by road on the left of the main Cassville road, and lead- 
ing to the supposed right of the enemy’s position. 

Here my official information of the movements of Colonel Sigel’s. 
column ceases, as we have not been able to procure any written report 
of its operations. General Lyon marched from Springfield at 5 o’clock 
p. m. on the !)tli, making a detour to the right, at 1 o’clock in the morn- 
ing arriving in view of the enemy’s guard fires. Here the column 
halted and lay on their arms until the dawn of day, when it again 
moved forward. Captain. Gilbert’s company, which’ had formed the 
advance during the night, still remained in advance, and the column 
moved in the same order in which it had halted. 

A southeasterly direction was now taken, with a view to strike the 
extreme northern point of the enemy’s camp. At daylight a lino of 
battle was formed, closely followed by Totten’s battery, supported by a 
strong reserve. In this order we advanced, with skirmishers in front, 
until the first outpost of the rebels was encountered and driven in, 
when the column was halted, and the following dispositions made, viz : 
Captain Plummer’s battalion, with the Home Guards on his left, were 
to cross Wilson’s Creek and move towards the front,, keeping, pace with 
the advance on the opposite bank, for the purpose of protecting onr 
left Hank against any attempt of the enemy to turn it. After crossing 
a ravine and ascending a high ridge, we came in full view of a con- 
siderable force of the enemy’s skirmishers. Major Osterhaus’ battalion 
was at once deployed to the right, and two companies of the First Mis- 
souri Volunteers, under Captains Yates and Cavencler, were deployed 
to the left, all as skirmishers. The firing now became very severe, and 
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it was evident we were approaching the enemy’s stronghold, where they 
intended giving battle. A tew shells from Totten’s battery assisted our 
skirmishers in clearing the ground in front. 

The First Missouri and First Kansas moved at once to the front, sup- 
ported by Totten’s battery; and the First Iowa Regiment, Du Bois’ bat- 
tery, Steele’s battalion, and the Second Kansas were held in reservo. 
The Missouri First now took its position in front, upon the crest of ix 
small elevated plateau. The First Kansas was posted on the left of tire 
First Missouri, and separated from it some 60 yards on account of a. 
ravine. Tlie First Iowa took its position on the left of the First Kansas., 
while Totten’s battery was placed opposite the interval between tlie 
First Kansas and the First Missouri. Major Osterhaus’ battalion oc- 
cupied the extreme right, with his right resting on a ravine wliieli 
turned abruptly to our right and rear. Du Bois’ battery, supported by 
Steele’s battalion, was placed some 80 yards to left and rear of Tot- 
ten’s guns, so as to bear upon a powerful battery of the enemy, posted 
to our left and front, on the opposite side of Wilson’s Creek, to sweep 
the entire plateau upon which our troops were formed. 

The enemy now rallied in large force near the foot of the slope, and 
under considerable cover opposite our left wing, and along the slop o 
in front, and on our right towards the crest of the main range runnim? 
parallel to the creek. During this time Captain Plummer, with Jii« 
four companies of infantry, had moved down a ridge about 500 yards* 
to our left, and separated from us by a deep ravine, and reached its 
abrupt terminus, where he found his farther progress arrested by a, 
large force of infantry occupying a corn field in the valley in his front. 
At this moment an artillery fire was opened from a high point about 
2 miles distant, and nearly in our front, from which Colonel Sigel 
was to have commenced his attack. This fire was answered from tlie 
opposite side of the valley, and at a little greater distance from us, tlie' 
line of fire of the batteries being nearly perpendicular to our own. 
After about ten or twelve shots on either side the firing ceased, and we 
neither heard nor saw anything more of Colonel Sigel’s brigade until* 
about 8.30 o’clock, when a brisk cannonading was heard for a few min- 
utes about a mile to the right of that heard before, and from 2 to 3 
miles distant. 

Our whole line now advanced with much energy upon the enemy’s 
position. Tlie firing, which had been spirited for the last half houx-, 
was now increasing to a continuous roar. During this time, Captain 
Totten’s battery came into action by section and by piece, as the nature 
of the ground would permit (it being wooded, with much undergrowth), 
and played upon the enemy’s lines with great effect. After a fierce 
engagement, lasting perhaps half an hour, and in which our troops 
retired two or three times, in more or less disorder, but nevermore than 
a few yards, again to rally and press forward with increased vigor, the 
enemy gave way in the utmost confusion, and left us in possession of 
the position. Meanwhile Captain Plummer was ordered to move for- 
ward on our left, but meeting with overpowering resistance from the. 
large mass of infantry in the corn field in his front and in the woods 
beyond, was compelled to fall back; but at this moment Lieutenaiv.fi 
Du Bois’ battery, which had taken position on our left flank, supported 
by Captain Steele’s battalion, opened upon the enemy in the corn field 
a fire of shells with such marked effect as to drive him in the utmost 
confusion and with great slaughter from the field. 

There was now a momentary cessation of fire along nearly the whole 
line, except the extreme right, where the First Missouri was still exx- 
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gaged with a superior force of the enemy, attempting to turn our right, 
ihe general having been informed of this movement, sent the Second 
Kansas to the support of the First Missouri. It came up in time to pre- 
vent the Missourians from being destroyed by the overwhelming force 
agumst which they were unflinchingly holding their position. 

Ihe battalion of regular infantry, under Captain Steele, which had 
been detailed to the support of Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery was durum- 
tins time brought forward to the support of Captain Totten’s battery. 
Scarcely had these dispositions been made, when the enemy again an- 
peared m very large force along our entire front ami mmn™ w aT .,L 


in three or four ranks, lying down, kneeling, and standing, the lines 
often approaching to within 30 or 40 yards of each other, as the enemy 
would charge upon Captain Totten’s battery and he driven back. Early 
in the engagement the First Iowa came to the support of the First Kan- 
sas and First Missouri, both of which had stood like veteran troops, ex- 
posed to a galling fire of the enemy. 

Every available battalion was now brought into action, and the battle 
raged with unabated fury for more than an hour ; the scales seeming 
all the time nearly equally balanced, our troops sometimes gaining a 
little ground, and again giving way a few yards to rally again. Early 
in this engagement, while G eneral Lyon was leading his horse along the 
line on the left of Captain Totten’s battery and endeavoring to rally 
our troops, which were at this time in considerable disorder, his horse 
was killed, and he received a wound in the leg and one in the head, 
lie walked slowly a few paces to the rear and said, u I fear the day is 
lost.” I then dismounted one of my orderlies, and tendered the horse 
to the general, who at first declined, saying it was not necessary. The 
horse, however, was left with him, and I moved off to rally a portion of 
the Iowa regiment, which was beginning to break in considerable 
numbers. 

In the mean time the general mounted, and swinging his hat in the 
air, called to the troops nearest him to follow. The Second Kansas, or 
at least a, portion of it, gallantly rallied around him, headed by the 
brave Colonel Mitchell. In a few moments the colonel fell, severely 
wounded ; about the same time a fatal ball was lodged in the general’s 
breast, and he was carried from the field a corpse. Thus gloriously fell 
as bravo a soldier as ever drew a sword, a man whose honesty of pur- 
pose was proverbial, a noble patriot, and one who held his life as noth- 
ing when his country demanded it of him. 

Of this dire calamity I was not informed until perhaps half an hour 
after its occurrence. In the mean time our disordered line on the left 
was again rallied and pressed the enemy with great vigor and coolness, 
particularly the First Iowa Kegiment, which fought like veterans. This 
hot encounter lasted perhaps half an hour. 

Major Schofield now informed me of the death of General Lyon, and 
reported for orders. The responsibility which rested upon me was duly 
felt and appreciated. Our brave little army was scattered and broken; 
over 20,000 men were still in our front, and our men had had no 
water since 5 o’clock the evening before, and could hope for none 
short of Springfield, 12 miles distant. If we should go forward, our 
own success would prove our certain defeat in the end ; if we re- 
treated, disaster stared ns in the face. Our ammunition was well-nigh 
exhausted, and should the enemy make this discovery through a slacken- 
ing of our fire, total annihilation was all we could expect. The great 
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question in my mind was, u Where is Si gel 1 ” If I could still hope for 
a vigorous attack by him on the enemy’s right dank or rear, then wo 
could go forward with some hope of success. If ho had retreated, there 
was nothing else left for us. 

In this perplexing condition of affairs I summoned the principal 
officers for consultation. The question with most of them was, “ Is re- 
treat possible ? ” The consultation was brought to a close by the ad- 
vance of 'a heavy column of infantry advancing from the hill where 
Si gel’s guns had been heard before. Supposing they were Sigel’s men, 
the line was formed for an advance, with the hope of forming a junction 
with him. These troops wore a dress much resembling that of Sigel’s 
brigade, and carried the American Hag. They were therefore per- 
mitted to move down the hill within easy range of Du Bois’ battery, un- 
til they had reached the covered position at the foot of the ridge on 
which we were posted, and from which we had been fiercely assailed 
before, when suddenly a battery was planted on the hill in our front, 
and began to pour upon us shrapnel and canister — a species of shot not 
before fired by the enemy. 

At this moment the enemy showed his true colors, and at once com- 
menced along our entire lines the fiercest and most bloody engagement 
of the day. Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery on our left, gallantly supported 
by Major Osterliaiis’ battalion and the rallied fragments of the Missouri 
First, soon silenced the enemy’s battery on the hill and repulsed the 
right wing of the infantry. Captain Totten’s battery in the center, sup- 
ported by the lowas and regulars, was the main point of attack. The 
enemy could frequently be seen within 20 feet of Totten’s guns, and the 
smoke of the opposing lines was often so confounded as to seem but one. 

How for the first time during the day our entire line maintained its 
position with perfect firmness. Hot the slightest disposition to give 
way was manifested at any point, and while Captain Steele’s battalion, 
which was some yards in front of the line, together with the troops on 
the right and left, were in imminent danger of being overwhelmed by 
superior numbers, the contending lines being almost muzzle to muzzle, 
Captain Granger rushed to the rear and brought up the supports of 
Du Bois’ battery, consisting of two or three companies of the First 
Missouri, three companies of the First Kansas, and two companies of 
the First Iowa, in quick time, and fell upon the enemy’s right flank, 
and poured into it a murderous volley, killing or wounding nearly every 
man within f>0 or 70 yards. From this moment a perfect rout took 
place throughout the rebel front, while ours, on the right flank, con- 
tinued to pour a galling fire into their disorganized masses. It was 
then evident that Totten’s battery and Steele’s little battalion were safe. 
Among the officers conspicuous in leading this assault were Adjutant 
Hescock, Captains Burke, Miller, Manter, Maurice, and Richardson, 
and Lieutenant Howard, all of the First Missouri. There were others 
of the First Kansas and First Iowa who participated, but whose names 
I d.o not remember. The enemy then fled from the field. A lew mo- 
ments before the close of the engagement the Second Kansas, which 
had firmly maintained its position on the extreme right from the time 
it was first sent there, found its ammunition exhausted, and I directed 
it to withdraw slowly and in good order from the field, which it did, 
bringing off its wounded. This left our right flank exposed, and the 
enemy renewed the attack at that point, after it, had ceased along the 
whole line ; but it was gallantly met by Captain Steele’s battalion of 
regulars, which had just dri ven the enemy from the right of the center, 
and after a sharp engagement drove him precipitately from the field. 
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Thus closed, at about 11.30 o’clock, an almost uninterrupted conflict 
of six hours. The order to retreat was given soon after the enemy gave 
way from our front . and center, Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery having 
been previously sent to occupy, with its supports, the hill in our rear. 
Captain Totten’s battery, as soon as his disabled horses could be re- 
placed, retired slowly with the main body of the infantry, while Captain 
S l eele was meeting t he demonstrations upon our right flank. This having 
been repulsed, and no enemy being in sight, the" whole column moved 
slowly to the high open prairie about 2 miles from the battle ground. 
Meanwhile our ambulances passed to and fro, carrying off our wounded. 
After making a short halt on the prairie, we continued our march to 
Springfield. 

I t should be remembered that just after the order to retire was given, 
and while it was undecided whether the retreat should be continued, or 
whether we should occupy the more favorable position in our rear, and 
await tidings of Colonel Sigel, one of liis non-commissioned officers 
arrived, and reported that the colonel’s brigade had been totally routed 
and all his artillery captured, Colonel Sigel himself being either killed 
or made prisoner. Most of our men had fired away all their ammuni- 
tion and all that could be obtained from the boxes of the killed and 
wounded. Nothing, therefore, was left to do but to return to Spring- 
field, where 250 Home Guards, with two pieces of artillery, had been 
left to take care of the train. On reaching the Little York road we met 
Lieutenant Farrand, with his company of dragoons and a considerable 
portion of Colonel Sigel’s command, with one piece of artillery. At 5 
o’clock p. in. we reached Springfield. 

Thus closed a day long to be remembered in the annals of history; a 
day which 1ms brought gloom and sorrow to many hearts throughout 
the land; but fathers and mothers, widows and orphans, may receive 
some consolation from the fact that their relatives and friends presented 
on that day a wall of adamant to the enemies of tlieir country, and 
when they fell it was in defense of a great cause, and with then breasts 
to the enemy. That 3,700 men, after a fatiguing night march, attacked 
the enemy, 'numbering 23,000, on tlieir own ground, and after a bloody 
conflict of six hours withdrew at their leisure to return to their pro- 
visions and to water, is the best eulogium I can pass on their conduct 
tli at day; and, indeed, it would be impossible to refer to individual acts 
of courage without doing injustice to many gallant men; yet I arn con- 
st rained to call the attention of the general companding to the particu- 
larly important services rendered by several officers which came under 
my own observation. 

Wherever the battle most fiercely raged there was General Lyon to 
be found, and there, too, was Major Schofield, his principal staff officer. 
The coolness and equanimity with which he moved from point to point 
carrying orders was a theme of universal admiration. I cannot speak 
too highly of the invaluable services of Major Schofield and the confi- 
dence his example inspired. 

Captain Granger, acting assistant adjutant-general on my staff, ren- 
dered such excellent aid 'in various ways, that a full mention of those 
services would render this report too voluminous for an official state- 
ment. Suffice it to say that he appeared to be almost ubiquitous — now 
sighting a gun of Du Bois’ battery, and before the smoke had . cleared 
away sighting one of Totten’s ; at one moment reconnoitering the enemy , 
and the next either bringing up re-enforcements or rallying some broken 
line. To whatever part of the field I might direct my attention, there 
would I find Captain Granger, hard at work at some important serv- 
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ice; his energy and industry seemed inexhaustible. To the important 
services rendered by him I beg to call the attention of the commanding 
general. 

The services of Captain Totten are so emphatically interwoven with 
the various operations of the day as to appear in many, if not all the 
subreports, and his name deserves to become a “ household word.” 

Lieutenant Sokalski also deserves great credit for the energy with 
which he managed the pieces of his section. 

I cannot speak in too high praise of the coolness and accuracy with 
' which Lieutenant Da Bois handled his guns, and of the valuable services 
he rendered throughout the entire conflict. 

The following-named officers came under my personal observation 
during the day, and deserve especial mention for the zeal and courage 
they displayed 1 , although it would prolong this report to too great a 
length if I should particularize in each individual case : Lieutenant 
Conrad, Second Infantry, A. C. S. to General Lyon (wounded); Major 
Wherry, volunteer aide-de-camp to General Lyon; Major Shepard, vol- 
unteer aide-de-camp to General Lyon; Mr. E. Cozzens, volunteer aide- 
de-camp to myself. 

General Sweeny, inspector-general. This gallant officer was espe- 
cially distinguished by his zeal in rallying broken fragments of various 
regiments (even after receiving a severe wound in the leg), and leading 
them into the hottest of the light. 

Assistant Surgeon Sprague, medical department, attended the 
wounded with as much self-possession as though no battle was raging 
around him. 

Surgeon Cornyu, First Missouri Volunteers, not only took charge of 
the wounded as they were brought to him, but found time to use a 
musket with good effect from time to time against the enemy. 

Colonel Deitzler, First Kansas. He led his regiment into a galling 
fire as coolly and as handsomely as if on drill. He was wounded twice. 

Major Halderman, First Kansas. Early in the action lie led four 
companies of his regiment (which had been held in reserve) gallantly, 
cheering them on with the cry of “Forward, men,' for Kansas and the 
old flag!” 

Colonel Mitchell, of the Second Kansas. He fell severely wounded 
in the thickest of the light, and, as he -was carried from the field, lie 
met a member of my staff, and called out, “For God’s sake, support my 
regiment.” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, Second Kansas. This excellent soldier 
took command of the regiment when Colonel Mitchell was wounded, 
and under a most deadly fire from the enemy rode along the front of 
his line, encouraging his men, to the great admiration of all who saw 
him. 

Major Cloud, Second Kansas; Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews, First 
Missouri; Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt, First Iowa; Major Porter, First 
Iowa; Captain Herron, First Iowa. 

The gallantry of the following officers was conspicuous from the 
beginning to the close of the battle: 

Captain Plummer, First Infantry; Captain Gilbert, First Infantry; 
Captain Huston, First Infantry; Lieutenant Wood, First Infantry; 
Captain Steele, Second Infantry; Lieutenant Lothrop, Fourth Artil- 
lery ; Lieutenant Canfield, First Cavalry. 

Here would 1 gladly close and draw the vail of silence, and had a 
report of the operations of the column under Colonel Sigel been received, 
I would have permitted it to explain itself without comment. But none 
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lias been received, and justice to the cause of truth compels me to Give 
such account oi the operations of that column as I have received from 
some ot the officers and men who formed a part of it. 

When Colonel Sigel opened his lire the enemy were completely sur- 
prised and lied from their camp, whereupon many of Colonel SffieFs 
men and officers, instead of standing to their guns or pursuing the 
enemy, turned their attention to plunder, and thus permitted the 
enemy to return, seize all his guns, drive the entire column from the 
Held in eveiy possible direction, and finally turn our own guns upon 
the gallant men under Lyon, who were contending against such fear- 
ful odds already. 


Lieutenant barrand, First Infantry, temporarily in command of a 
company of dragoons, happened to encounter one of the guns after 
they had been deserted, and brought it safely from the field, and on 
our march back to Springfield we met this gallant young officer coming 
from the direction of Little York at the head of a large portion of such 
of the command as had escaped being taken prisoners. However it 
may be in regard to the loss of these guns, one thing is certain (accord- 
ing to Lieutenant Powell), namely: That the gun brought in by Lieu- 
tenant Farrand had been abandoned when there was no enemy in sight. 

Accompanying this report you will please find reports of the com- 
manders of brigades, regiments, and battalions; also, a list of the 
killed, wounded, and missing. I beg to state that I am under many 
obligations to Major Schofield, from whose memoranda of the move- 
ment of troops, &c.> on the field I have drawn largely, and in many 
cases I have copied them literally. 

Our total loss in killed, wounded, and missing amounts to 1,235. 
That of the enemy will probably reach 3,000. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 

Major , First Cavalry ^ Commanding, 


To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Western Department, 


• [Iiidorsomont.] 

February 18, 1802. 

The inclosed report is submitted to the honorable Secretary for his 
attentive consideration. I am informed that the copy forwarded 
officially was most garbled, and I would call the attention of the 
Secretary to the part really played by General Sigel in this battle. I 
recommend that all the regular officers honorably mentioned by Gen- 
eral Sturgis be brevetted for their gallantry, and that the gallant gen- 
eral himself be not forgotten. 

I also recommend that the Secretary request the governors of the 
States to which the officers of volunteers here mentioned with praise 
belong, to give them, at the earliest opportunity, one grade as a reward, 
and tii at the General Commanding the Army be authorized to mention 
all their names in orders. 

GEO. B. MoCLELLAH, 

Major - General, 

I would urge that no promotion he given General Sigel until this 
matter is fully examined. 
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[In closure.] 

Return of casualties in the Army of the West ( Union), at the battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., 

August 10, 1801. 
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No. 5. 

Report of Capt. Joseph JB. Plummer, First U. 8. Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Battalion First Inpantry, 

August 10, 1801. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations 
of ’my command on the 10th of this month : 

Immediately before setting out, Captain Gilbert’s company (B) was 
thrown forward to feel for the enemy, whose camp was known to be in 
the valley of Wilson’s Creek. As soon as his position was ascertained,, 
which was shortly after sunrise, the general directed me to follow Cap- 
tain Gilbert with the balance of the battalion, and, uniting with him, to 
carry forward the left flank of. the attack. I overtook Captain Gilbert; 
with his skirmishers in a deep jungle, where he had been checked by 
ail impassable lagoon. Much time was consumed in effecting the pas- 
sage of this obstacle. The battalion, however, finally emerged in gooit 
order, and all present, into the corn held to the left of the attack, which, 
by this time was in full progress. 

The battalion was pushed forward rapidly, and soon the enemy opened 
on us from the left, but his fire was light and easily quelled. Our ad- 
vance was in the direction of the enemy’s battery, on the hill opposite 
Lien tenant Du Bois’ battery, with the intention of storming it, should 
the opportunity offer. This was observed by the enemy, and a largo 
force was accumulated in our front and on our left flank, and our for- 
ward progress was checked. Nevertheless, the men stood steadily and. 
squarely up to their work, until I deemed our position no longer tena>- 
ble, and I then drew off my command, steadily and without confusion, 
in the direction of Totten’s battery, the key of our position. In this 
field I had many men killed and wounded. Lieutenant Wood and my- 
self are among" the latter. We were materially aided in extricating; 
ourselves by the timely aid of Du Bois’ battery, which beat back (lie- 
advance of the enemy with much slaughter. On arriving at the foot 
of the hill, and in the rear of Totten’s battery, I formed the battalion 
and relinquished the command to Captain Huston, being no longer able 
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to keep iny saddle. Captain Gilbert, witli a part of Ms company, was 
not present, but I have subsequently learned that lie proceeded directly 
to the battery, and took part in the defense of the position until nearly 
the close of the action, at which time he was wounded and compelled 
to leave the Held. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

J. B. PLUMMER, 

Captain , First Infantry , Commanding Battalion. 
Second Lieut. James Powell, 

A. A. A. G. First Brigade, Army of the West. 


Ho. 6. 

Report of Capt. James Totten, Second XI. 8. Artillery. 

Spring-field, Mo., August 10, 1861. 

But : In obedience to instructions, I have the honor to make the fol- 
lowing report relative to the part taken by my company in the battle 
on Wilson’s Greek, August 10, 1M31: 

Light Company F, Second Eegiment of Artillery, marched, in com- 
pany with the other troops composing General Lyon’s command, from 
Springfield on the evening of Friday, August 9, for the position occu- 
pied by the enemy. Early on the following morning (August 10, 1861), 
the camp of the Southern army was discovered about one mile and a 
half south, of the head of General Lyon’s command, and soon after the 
infantry of our advance was fired upon by the 'pickets of the enemy. 
From this time our march, as directed by General Lyon in person, lay 
through a small wheat Held, across a hill, and down into a small valley 
which debouches into that through which Wilson’s Greek runs at the 
point immediately occupied by the front of the enemy, and just where 
the main road to’ Springfield enters the valley. Keeping somewhat to 
the west, our advance crossed this road along the foot of the hills, and 
soon afterwards our skirmishers found those of the enemy, and the 
battle opened. Here the left section of my battery, under Lieutenant 
Sokalski, was at first brought to bear upon the enemy in the woods in 
front, and shortly afterwards the other four pieces were thrown forward 
into battery to the right on higher ground. A few rounds from the 
artillery assisted the infantry of our advance in driving the enemy back 
from their first position, and they fell back towards the crests of the 
hills nearer and immediately over their own camp. I now conducted 
my battery up the hills to the left and front, and soon found a position, 
where I brought it into battery directly over the northern position of 
tlio enemy’s camp. 

The cam]) of General Bains (as I afterwards learned) lay directly be- 
neath my front and to the left, very close to my position, and a battery 
of the enemy to my front and right, within easy range of my guns. The 
camp of General Bains was entirely deserted, and therefore my first 
efforts were directed against the battery of the enemy to the right and 
fron t. The left half battery was then brought into position, but the 
right half battery, in reality occupying the most favorable ground, was 
principally directed against the enemy’s battery, although the whole 
six pieces, as opportunity occurred, played upon the enemy’s^ guns. _ As 
the position of the enemy’s guns was masked, the gunners of my pieces 
were obliged to give direction to their pieces by the flash and smoke of 
the opposing artillery. 
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Iii tlie mean time the battle was raging in the thick woods and under- 
brush to the front and right of the position occupied by my battery, 
and the First Regiment Missouri Volunteers was being hardly pressed. 
I now received an order from General Lyon to move a section of my 
battery forward to the support of tlie First Missouri, which I (lid in per- 
son, coming into battery just in front of the right company of this regi- 
ment. Within 200 yards of the position occupied by this section of my 
battery a regiment of tlie enemy were in line, with a secession Hag and 
a Federal flag displayed together. This trick of the enemy caused me 
for a moment some uncertainty, fearing that by some accident a por- 
tion of our own troops might have got thus far in advance, but their 
fire soon satisfied me upon this head. I immediately opened upon them 
with canister from both pieces, in which service, I am happy to be able 
to say, I was ably and gallantly assisted by Oapt. Gordon Granger, act- 
ing adjutant-general, and First Lieutenant D. Murphy, First Missouri 
Volunteers. 

The next step in the progress of the battle was where the enemy tried 
to force his way up the road passing along by their battery towards 
Springfield. This was ail effort to turn the left of our position on the 
hill where my battery first came into position, and for a time tlie enemy 
seemed determined to execute his object. Four pieces of my battery 
were still in position there, and Captain Du Bois’ battery of four pieces 
on the left nearer the road. As the enemy showed himself our infantry 
and artillery opened upon his ranks and drove him back, and they 
appeared no more during the day. 

About this time, and just after (he enemy had been effectually driven, 
bade, as last mentioned, I met General Lyon for the last time. Me was 
wounde l, he told me, in the leg, and I observed blood trickling from his 
head. I offered him some brandy, of which I had a small supply in my 
canteen, but he declined, and rode slowly to the right and front. Im- 
mediately after he passed forward General Lyon sent me an order to 
support the Kansas regiments on the extreme right, who were then be- 
ing closely pressed by the enemy. I ordered Lieutenant Sokalski to 
move forward with his section immediately, which he did, and most 
■gallantly, too, relieving and saving the Kansas regiments from being 
overthrown and driven back. After this the enemy tried to overwhelm 
us by an attack of some 800 cavalry, which, unobserved, had formed 
below the crests of the hills to our right and rear. Fortunately, some 
of our infantry companies and a few pieces of artillery from my battery 
were in position to meet this demonstration, and drove off their cavalry 
with ease. This was the only demonstration made by their cavalry, 
and it was so effete and ineffectual in its force and character as to de- 
serve only the appellation of child’s play. Their cavalry is utterly 
worthless on the battle-field. 

The next and last point where the artillery of my battery was engaged 
was on the right of the left wing of the Iowa regiment and somewhat 
in their front. The battle was then, and had been for some time, very 
doubtful as to its results. General Lyon was killed, and all our forces 
had been all day engaged, and several regiments were broken and had 
retired. The enemy, also sadly dispirited, were merely making a dem- 
onstration to cover their retreat from the immediate field of battle. 
At this time the left wing of the Iowa regiment was brought up to sup- 
port our brave men still iu action, while two pieces of my battery were 
in advance on tlieir right. The last effort was short and decisive, the 
enemy leaving the field and retiring down through the valley, covered 
by. thick underbrush, to the right of the center of the field of battle to- 
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wards their cainp on Wilson’s Creek. After this we were left immo- 
leKted, and our forces were drawn off the field in good order under 
deutli wll ° 11 a< assume d command directly after General Lyon’s 

!(.. should be borne in mind that in the foregoing report I have only 
f ll J tin’; mam points of the battle where the pieces of my own 
battery of artillery were engaged. I have not entered into details at 
all, and could not without entering into a more elaborate history of the 
affair than appears to be called for on this occasion from me. 

1 wish simply now, in conclusion, to make a few deserving remarks 
upon the conduct of my officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
during the battle. In reference to Lieutenant Sokalski, it gives me the 
liv eliest satisfaction to bear witness to his coolness and bravery through- 
out the entire day. Iso officer ever behaved better under as trying 1 
circumstances as lie found himself surrounded by at times during the 
day. 13 

The non-cominissioneil officers and men to a man behaved admirably, 
and it is hard to distinguish between them iu this particular : but I am 
constrained to mention Sergeants Kobert Armstrong and Gustavus 
JJeyand, Corporals Albert Watchman and Lorenzo D. Trammel, who 
were on several occasions during the day greatly exposed and severely 
tried, and bore themselves with great credit. The other non commis- 
sioned officers and men were equally deserving and meritorious accord- 
ing to the time they were in action, but those mentioned were constantly 
engaged nearly, and deserve particular notice, because they were always 
equal to the duties imposed upon them.* 

**###*# 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAS. TOTTEN, 

Gapt.j Second Artillery , Gomdg. Light Go. F. 

Capt. Gordon Granger, U. S. A., 

Acting Adjutant- General, Army of the West. 


No. 7. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. George L, Andrews, First Missouri Infantry. 

Saint Louis, August 28, 18G1. 

Captain: My absence from the regiment in consequence of wounds 
and injuries received in the battle at Wilson’s Creek, near Springfield, 
Mo., on the 10th instant, has necessarily delayed my report of the part 
enacted on that day by the First liegiment Missouri Volunteers. I have 
now the honor to report that the regiment under my command joined 
the column under the immediate command of General Lyon at 0.30 
o’clock p. m. on the 9th instant, and marched out on the road to Little 
York about 0 miles, when, taking a road running southeast, we ad- 
vanced in that direction until the head of the column discovered the 
camxi-fires of the rebels. Here the column halted, and remained until 
4.15 o’clock on the morning of the 10th instant, when our advance was 
continued. _ Soon after the column was again in motion I received an 
order to bring the regiment forward, and when it arrived up with the 
head of the column, upon inquiry, was desired to march parallel with 

* For casualties, here omitted, see p. 72. 
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it, ami about 60 yards distant. In a few moments I received orders 
to deploy one company forward as skirmishers, and this was the last 
order that readied me during 1 the entire day. Company II, Captain 
Yates, was at once thrown out as skirmishers, closely followed by the 
regiment in colu mn of companies, and advancing up the hill, the action 
ivas commenced by a shot from my skirmishers at 10 minutes past S 
o’clock. Immediately advancing in person, I was informed by Captain 
Yates, and iii another instant saw for myself, that the enemy were in 
force immediately in our front, and re-enforcing our line of skirmishers 
with Captain Maurice’s company (B), I ordered the regiment forward 
into line. At this moment a heavy fire was opened upon our then left 
flank by a force heretofore concealed, the regiment wheeling into line 
and returning the lire, while the first division, deployed as skirmishers, 
assembled on the right of the regiment, and prevented our flank being 
turned. The action now became general, and for a short time the lire 
was very hot. The enemy giving way, the firing almost ceased for a 
short time. Again they advanced upon us in front, and the right 
division having been brought into the line of battle, the regiment con- 
tinued to advance under a galling fire until the enemy again gave way. 

At this moment our advance unmasked one of their batteries, which 
up to this time had played no part in the action. Before I could com- 
plete my arrangements to charge this battery I noticed an apparent 
attempt on the part of the enemy to turn our right flank, and was forced 
to abandon the attempt; but, sending word to Captain Totten of its 
position, I placed the first division of the regiment in its original posi- 
tion at; right angles with the line of battle, and opening our lire, we 
after a time again drove them back. The bat tery we had unmasked 
had during this time been playing upon us, and caused no little uneasi- 
ness, as the shells which fell in our ranks were pronounced to be those 
supplied to our column which took the Cassville road. During all this 
time the firing liad been equally heavy upon the left of our line, and 
finding the right wing apparently able to stand its ground, I went 
towards the left. As I passed each company I found it well up to its 
work, both officers and men cool and determined, using tlieir arms with 
care and precision. 

Upon arriving to the left of Du Bois’ battery and approaching Com- 
pany E, I met Captain Cole, of that company, being taken to the rear 
in consequence of a wound in tiie lower jaw, and, although unable to 
speak, still by every action encouraging his men. 

Continuing on, I missed Capt. Gary Grata, commanding Company 
E, and soon learned, while advancing at the head of his men, he dis- 
covered a body of the enemy approaching, led on by a mounted officer, 
carrying a Union flag. Captain Grata, drawing his revolver, tired ami 
knocked him oft* his horse, but upon reaching the ground he immedi- 
ately arose and rushed through his lines, at which instant Captain Grata 
fired a. second shot, pitching him headlong out of sight. The enemy 
now opened tire, and Captain Grata fell, pierced by five shots. 

I soon came up with Captain (lavender, who, with his company (G), 
still maintained an advanced position, and had already by tlieir courage 


and firmness several times prevented our left flank from being turned. 
Once more the enemy advanced upon us, and the fire again became very 
heavy, I now received a shot myself, and returning towards the right 
of the regiment and meeting Captain Yates, informed him I had been 
hit, and he must, in case he missed me, assume the command and keep 
the men together, as by this time the alignment was considerably 
broken. Feeling faint, I returned again to our left and obtained a 
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stimulant, and soon after ray horse being killed and falling upon me 
prevented my again being- able to reach the right of the reghnent 

The enemy now made another rally, and would undoubtedly have 
foiced us back had not the First Iowa Eegiment, led on by General 
Lyon and Major Schofield, arrived at the critical moment, together 
with the battalion ot the Second Eegiment, led by Manor Oste?h-m? 
assisted by Limit. David Murphy, of our regiment, who amc up at the 
same time, and most gallantly seconded the efforts of our now nearly 
exhausted men. As the fire again slackened I met General Lyon, and 
asked him, Have you seen or heard from our other column! ” To tin ^ 
inquiry he shook his head. I now noticed he appeared to be sufferin''- 
and found lie had just received a shot in his leg. ; 

The firing had now ceased for so long a time I concluded the engage- 
ment over, and going to Dn Bois> battery, was met by our surgeoi? and 
by him sent to the rear, but had hardly got out of his hands when the 
enemy made another and last rally, and for a few moments the lire was 
terrible, but they were again repulsed. After a time our infantry were 
seen approaching, and at a few minutes past 11 o’clock a. m„ beiu«- six 
hours after I heard the first shot, I saw them in three columns emerge 
from the timber into the small cleared space between myself and our 
recent line of battle. 


Never have I found it so difficult to do justice to all, and in a position 
where every man so well performed his part it is almost impossible to 
single out individuals. That every officer did his duty no better evidence 
can bo adduced than the fact that 13 out of 27 officers who went into 
the action boro away with them the marks of the enemy’s shot. That 
the men did their duty I have but to refer you to our mortality report, 
forwarded some days since. 

With, every desire to be strictly impartial, I cannot close this report 
without expressing our obligations to Captain Totten and Lieutenant 
I)u Bois, who by their masterly co-operation so effectually assisted the 
regiment to maintain its position. 

Oapt. Madison Miller, commanding Company I, who, by his coolness 
and deliberate observation, discovered at the critical moment a large 
body of cavalry preparing to charge us in rear, and who, by his well- 
directed fire, assisted by a few shells from Captain Totten’s battery, 
rapidly dispersed them. Capt. John S. Cavender, who, though severely 
wounded, still refusing to leave his post, mounted his horse, and re- 
mained there until exhausted nature could do no more. Lieut. David 
Murphy, although shot through the leg, I saw advancing at the head of 
the battalion, brought to our aid, with a spirit and courage that defied 
bis wounds. Surg. F. M. Oornyn, who, while carrying aid and comfort 
wherever they wore required, utterly regardless of 'persoual danger, 
forgot not, when human aid was of no avail, to seize the musket of "the 
dying man, and with unerring aim avenging his death. Lieut, and 
Adjt. Henry Hescock, who, from the organization of the regiment, has 
been of invaluable service in rendering it efficient, and in action was 
always found where his services were most valuable. 

Among the men I must be allowed to call attention to Corporal Kane, 
of Company K, who, when the color sergeant was killed and nearly all 
the color guard either- lulled or wounded, brought the colors safely off 
the field j also Sergt. Chas. M. Callahan, of same company, who so ably 
filled the place of his lieutenant, and materially assisted Captain Burke 
when his only subaltern was disabled j Sergt. Christ. Conrad, of Com- 
pany G-, whose assistance was indispensable to Lieutenant Sheldon 
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when he alone was left to rally his men; Private Elworthy, of Company 
P, who was particularly observed for his coolness and bravery. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 ’ GEO. L. ANDREWS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel First Regiment Missouri Vols Oomdg. 
Capt. G. Granger, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Saint Louis , Mo. 




No. 8. 

Report of Gapk Frederick Steele, Second IT. S. Infantry. 

Camp near Rolla, Mo., August 17, 1801. 

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of my battalion at the battle near Springfield, Mo., on the 
10th instant: 

The battalion was composed of Companies B and E, Second Infantry, 
commanded by First Sergeants Griffin and G. H. McLaughlin; a com- 
pany of General Service Recruits, commanded by First Lieut. W. L. 
Lothrop, Fourth Artillery, and a company of Mounted Rides, recruits, 
commanded by Lance Sergeant Morine. During the early part of the 
action the battalion was in position to support Du Boia’ battery, but 
had no opportunity of engaging the enemy, except to assist in dispers- 
ing a large body of cavalry that frequently threatened our rear. Soon 
after the fall of General Lyon, Capt. C. C. Gilbert, First Infantry, joined 
my battalion with a part of his company, and we made arrangements to 
repel a threatened assault on the battery in front, which was repelled 
without our becoming engaged with the enemy. Major Sturgis then 
ordered me to form line of battle and advance upon the enemy’s front, 
wlienco the heaviest tiring had proceeded during the day. We very 
soon came within range of the enemy’s rifles, when a tierce contest 
ensued, the enemy gradually retiring upon his reserve, where he made 
a stand, from which our small force was unable to drive him. 

After a heavy tiring on both sides in this position, without any ap- 
parent advantage on either side, the contest ceased for a short time, as 
if by mutual consent. 

We. were opposed to vastly superior numbers, and many of our men 
were hilled and wounded, so that I did not. deem it discreet to charge 
upon the enemy without support, although Captain Gilbert suggested it. 

During this suspension of hostilities, I received orders from Major 
Sturgis to send a company of skirmishers on the brow of the hill to our 
left and front. Lieutenant Lothrop went in command of this company, 
but. was met with such a galling tire from the enemy that he was obliged 
to retire — all of which service lie performed with coolness and intre- 
pidity. Lieutenant Lothrop’s retreat was followed up by a vigorous 
attack from the enemy upon us, as well as upon Totten’s battery on our 
left and rear. The enemy had a held piece established under the crest 
oi the hill to our left and front, which threw grape with spitefulness, 
and occasionally a shell, with more moral effect than damage to us. 
This piece was now re-enforced by one or two pieces of the same char- 
acter, all of which threw an incessant shower of missiles at us; but my 
men were ordered to stoop, and very few took effect upon us. It was 
now evident that the enemy intended to take Totten’s battery, as a ' 
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*,* *'* <\ohmm Of infantry was advancing upon it. Totten mowed them 
A \ with camater in front, and our infantry poured a murderous lire 
11 1 f lawks, which compelled them to a hasty retreat. 

i lit* enemy had failed in all his endeavors to dislodge us from our 
* , loll} A y ll J lc]l 1 conceived to be the strategic point of the battle-field, 

11 1 1 1 1 W i us determined to li old it at all hazards. 

- * 1 * > Id nu’ short suspension of hostilities ensued. After a consultation 

" 11,1 * J officers, Major Sturgis sent me orders to retire. Just at that 
li in c .-ujitain Granger came up to me, and we discovered that the enemy 
\v<* r** a il unit to renew the attack upon ns. Captain Granger rushed to the 
1 1 7 1 * : 1 , u f collected several hundred volunteers of different regiments, 

wit i)«« Aye held the enemy in cheek, and formed them on our left. We 
n,< * 11 :M 1 vaneed upon the enemy, and drove them off the field, and never 
hi* \v ouo of them afterwards. After collecting our wounded we retired 
sh I Avly From the field. I commanded the rear guard on the retreat to- 
wn r* is tSimngfield, but saw nothing of the enemy: it was evident that 
!».' had been severely punished. 

I w i.Ah to call the attention of the major commanding to the gallant 
mm! nob of Oapt. C. 0 . Gilbert, First Infantry; of FirstLieut. Lothrop, 
KoitW Ji Artillery, and of George H. McLaughlin, first sergeant, com- 
ma m U 1 1 « Company .E, Second Infantry. Sergeant McLaughlin received 
Hu* * 1 1 sxi i est commendations of all the officers present. I also mention 
Hit* II r«t sergeant of Captain Gilbert’s company — Mandazy — who was 
JillltM 1 in the last assault of the enemy ; also First Sergeant Griffin, 
<<mi ii i si i uling Company B, Second Infantry, and Lance Sergeant Morine 
ciini riin i xlnig the company of Mounted Rifle recruits, each of whom 
hi * i i u v i*( I with distinguished gallantry. Sergeant Morine was mortally 
woiinclotl, and died on the field. During the critical state of the combat, 
i t'oiifi M‘i'cd with Captain Gilbert, whose intelligence and soldierly quali- 
:i r<A well known, and whose self-possession during the battle was 
m 1 « -Hint ocl to inspire the men with confidence. In the latter part of the 
im»ii< chI* ho received a wound in the shoulder, which compelled him to 
]■<•! t i*c* J Voni the field. I furnish herewith a list of the killed, wounded, 
itutl ii * losing of my command during the day.* 

! li:iA r e the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant 

FRED’K STEELE, 

Captain, Second Infantry, Commanding Battalion. 
Oapt. G. Granger, 

JY*. M. Ii., A. A. G., Hdqrs. Army of the West, near Holla, Mo. 


Ho. 9. 


Jxcptti'f <\f Second Lieut. John V. Du Bois , U. S. Mounted Rifles, command- 
ing Light Artillery Battery. 

CAMP near Rolla, Mo., August 17, 1801. 


lm , J Koleeted one directly opposite to and about 400 yards from the 
;ul vit a it '<'(1 batteries of the enemy. My position was sucii that my men 
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were partially and my horses entirely protected from direct musketry 

til After assisting Captain Totten to silence the enemy’s batteries, in 
ATbicb we perfectly succeeded, X received orders from Geiiei.il l j y° n t0 
move my battery' to the right. Captain Granger was to place me m 
position! While limbering, our left flank, which consisted of three 
companies of the hirst Infantry and one of Mounted L-ille recruits, mus 
driven back by an overwhelming force of the enemy (five regiments, I 
think), who, in the order of an advance, had collected in masses. Gap* 
tain Granger now countermanded my order to move, and by a change 
of front to the left I enfiladed tlieir line and drove them back with 
great slaughter, Captain Granger directing one of my guns. I heir 
broken troops rallied behind a house on the right of their line. I struck 
this house twice with a 12-pounder shot, when they showed a hospital 
flag. I ceased firing, and their troops retired. . r> 

Large bodies now collected in a ravine in front of our center. By 
using small charges I succeeded in shelling tlie thicket, but could not 
judge of tlic effect of my lire. It seemed to check the enemy, as he 
changed his position to one more to my right and beyond my lire. A 
new battery now opened upon us from tlic crest of the lull opposite, 
and having a plunging fire, it did great execution, all the shot which 
passed over me falling among the wounded, who liad been carried m 
rear of my battery in large numbers. Wo succeeded in partially silenc- 
ing this lire, and at the same time drove back a large column of cavalry, 
which had turned our position, and were preparing to charge our men. 

During the entire engagement I was so embarrassed by my ignorance 
of General Sigel’s position, that on several occasions I did not lire upon 
their troops until ttey had formed within a few hundred yards of our 
line, fearing they might be our own men advancing to form a junction 
with us. During the last effort of the enemy to break through our 
right-wing and capture our batteries, I limbered up two guns to send 
to Captain Totten’s assistance. Before I could have a road opened 
through the wounded, I was ordered to fall back to a bill in rear and 
protect a retreat. I remained until ail our troops had passed in good 
order, and was marching to the rear, when my 12-poimder gun broke 
down. I asked Major Osterliaus to protect me with bis battalion. He 
remained with me until I repaired damages, and then marched in my 
rear until I joined the command on the prairie. I now received orders 
to take command of a rear guard, but as I had already joined Captain 
Steele’s battalion of regulars, and we had found a rear guard under his 
command, I reported this fact, and marched to Springfield under Cap- 
tain Steele. We were not followed by the enemy, who had, I think, 
been driven from the field before we left it. 

Many of the company, myself included, were struck and slightly in- 
jured by spent musket and canister shot; but only two were wounded 
and one missing. My men behaved well, and cannot be convinced that 
M r e were not victorious. 

V ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN V. DU BOIS, 

Second Lieutenant , Mounted Rifles, Gomdg. Light Art. Bat. 

Capt, Gordon Grander, 

Acting Adjutant- General, Army of the West. 
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Ko. 10. 

Report of Lieut Gol. William H. Merritt , Mrst Iowa Infantry. 

Dear Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by the Iowa troops in the late hotly-contested battle of 
Wilson’s Creek. 

At 0 o’clock p. in. of the 9tli instant the First Eegiment of Iowa Vol- 
unteers, under command of Lieut. Col. William H. Merritt, Ool. J. F. 
Bates being sick, united with the forces at Springfield under command 
of General Lyon, and commenced the march to Wilson’s Creek, 12 miles 
distant. Arriving within 3 miles of the enemy’s camp, and in close 
proximity of their pickets, the order was given to halt. The troops lay 
on their arms until 3 o’clock a. m. of the 10th instant, when they ad- 
vanced on the enemy’s lines. About 5 o’clock a. m. our advanced skir- 
mishers engaged the enemy’s pickets and drove them in. The First 
Missouri and First Kansas Volunteers, and a battalion of regular infan- 
try, under command of Captain Plummer, with Totten’s battery, very 
soon engaged a considerable number of the rebel forces. 

Du Bois’ battery took position a short distance east of where the enemy 
were being engaged, and the Iowa troops were drawn up in line of battle 
on its left. A brisk fire was commenced and kept up for thirty minutes. 
The enemy responded promptly with a battery in the ravine, but their 
shot passed from 10 to 100 feet over our heads. Detailed Company D, 
First Lieutenant Keller commanding, and Company E, First Lieutenant 
Abercrombie commanding, to act as skirmishers in advance of my line. 
Ordered to advance over the hill, engage the enemy, and relieve the 
First Begiment Kansas Volunteers. In advancing to engage the enemy, 
met the First Kansas retreating in confusion. They broke through our 
line on the right, separating Companies A and F from the balance of the 
command. While in this confused state received a murderous fire from 
the enemy’s infantry. Gave the command to fall back and reform the 
line. The din of fire-arms and the loud talking of the retreating troops 
drowned my voice, so that the command could not be heard on the left. 
Led the two companies, A and F, over the hill, halted them, and ordered 
them to about face and lire on a squadron of the enemy’s cavalry advanc- 
ing to charge on a section of Totten’s battery. The fire was executed 
with promptness and effect, and after receiving the discharge from the 
battery the enemy retired in double-quick time, leaving a number of 
dead and wounded on the field. Ordered Companies A and F to hold 
their position until further orders, and then returned to Companies I, 
O, H, K, G, and B, who had been left facing the enemy’s line. Found 
our troops advancing under a galling fire from the enemy’s infantry. 
After repulsing the enemy they fell back in good order. Ordered Maj. 
A. B. Porter to proceed to the rear and take command of the four com- 
panies, A, F, D, and E, there stationed. Held our position in front for 
five hours, alternately advancing and retiring, as the approach and re- 
pulse of the enemy made it necessary to do so. In every charge the 
enemy made we repulsed them, and drove them into the ravine below. 
About 12 o’clock in. the order was given to retire from the field, which 
was done in good order. As we retired over the hill we passed a section 
of Totten’s battery, occupying a commanding point to the right, sup- 
ported on the right by Companies A, F, D, and E, of the Iowa troops, 
under command of Major Porter, and on the left by one company of 
regular infantry, under command of Captain Lotbrop. This eommaud 
G r u— ■ yOL III 
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sustained our retreat with great coolness md fl«l termination mAr a 
most terrific discharge from the enemy’s infantry. At to. thevounueu 
were gathered tip our column formed in order ot marc A and, the enemy 
mmilsed the battery and infantry retired in good ordei. 

Thus closed one of the most hotly-contested engagements known to 
OwT f.nrmtvv commencing 5.20 o’clock a. m. and concluding 12.20 o’clock 
p m in which the enemy brought to the field 14,000 well-armed and 
well-disciplined troops and 10,000 irregular troops, and our own lore© 
amounted to about 5,000 troops in the early part ot the engagement, and 
considerably less than 4,000 troops for the concluding four hours ot it 
It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge valuable aid and assist 
, 1 ^; Am Mai a!-B. Porter, Adjt. George W. Waldron, who was 
wounded n the leg, and Sergt. Maj. Charles Compton, and to express my 
unbounded admiration of the heroic conduct displayed by both officers 
and men. No troops, regular or volunteer, ever sustained their eoim- 
trv’s thi"' with more determined valor and fortitude, lhey have crowned 
themselves 1 with imperishable honor, and must occupy a conspicuous 

office in the history of their country. 

A list of tlio killed, wounded, and missing will bo found attached to 
this report,* together with such notices of individual prowess as were 

°^Betbre eon eluding this report I must bear testimony to the gallant and 
mentions induct of Ospt. A. 1, Mason, of Company C, who Ml in a 
charge at the head of his company.. 

- Very respectfully, your obedient H MBBEITT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding. 
j. M. Schofield, Acting Adjutant- General. 


No. 11. 


Report of Maj. John A . If alderman, First Kansas Infantry. 

Hdqrs. First Regiment Kansas Yolhnteers, 

Camp Holla , August 19, 1861. 



in rear ujl lulu rnou laioonun - — a---- — 1 

battalion of regular infantry, having been deployed as skirmisheis. 
Very soon the enemy’s outposts were driven m, and Tottens battery 
took position and opened fire, while the First Missouri was closed up in 
iline on the right and in front, where they engaged the enemy and mam- 


from the lext, unuer uoimuauu, icoiicvwywj, ? 

Walker Swift, Zesch, McFarland, and Lieutenant McGomgle, alt under 
-Colone^Deitzler, advanced to a position beyond that occupied by t lie 
First Missouri, and here, forming in the very face of the enemy, engagred 
a rebel force four times their- number, and held their ground steadfastly 
under an uninterrupted and murderous fire of artillery and lufantiy. 

The four remaining companie s of Captains Clayton, Boberts, StocK- 

■“ See return of casualties on p. 72. 
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m, iukI Lieutenant Agniel, all under command of Major Halclerman, 
Jiving been posted on the right of Totten’s battery as support, where 
ioy suffered severely from a constant fire from the" enemy’s lines, were 
tun ordered to the front, where they aligned upon the remnant of the 
i x right companies, which had thus far borne the brunt of the battle, 
'rith but slight and immaterial changes of position the First Kansas 
i*e i! pied this ground tor over two hours, repulsing or cutting to pieces 
no regiment after another as it was brought to the front. 

While thus employed, Captain Ohenoweth, Captain Clayton, and a 
orl ion of Captain McFarland’s company, under Lieutenant Malone, 
’t ‘re ordered to charge the enemy with their commands, which order 
i oy executed with great promptness, driving the enemy inside their 
tictimpment lines at the base of the hill, and returning to the main 
»!*ee, when threatened by a flank movement, at their own imminent 
t*ril and with considerable loss of life. While leading this charge 
eilonel Deityfier had his horse shot under him and was himself severely 
** Minded. 

A bout this time the Second Kansas Eegiment was ordered to the front, 
ni when at a point in rear of that occupied by the First Kansas they 
f iM'e droll upon by the enemy from an ambuscade, by which General 
r % yoti was killed and Colonel Mitchell severely wounded, both of whom 
r i>ro at the head of the column. Here, too, many officers and men of 
;h' Second were killed and wounded. 

Alter this the regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, fell back in 
r<lor to the brow of the hill, where it formed, and at which place the 
.•warning companies of the First Kansas formed upon their left, three 
[juipanies having been posted on the brow of the hill and on the right 
(* the battery. 

Alter a short cessation of the volley firing it was recommenced by 
to enemy with great fury, and so continued for at least ten minutes, 
* luai our whole line opened upon them a most destructive fire, at which 
itoy broke aud fled down the hill towards tlieir encampment. At this 
lino, by command of Major Sturgis, who throughout the engagement 
; t it noted with the utmost courage and self-possession, we retired from 
lie Held in good order, preceded by the ambulances containing our 
'(Minded. With scarcely any material change of position the First 
1 u nsas stood under fire; maintained every ground assigned it, without 
nee turning its back upon the foe, for the five long hours during which 
l ie battle raged. 

With about 800 men we marched upon the field; we left it with 
til fiOO. 

'I’he, regimental commander deems it hardly necessary to say that all 
lie officers and men of this command fought with a courage and hero- 
.iin rarely, if ever, equaled. The list of killed, wounded, and missing, 
civlo attached, is the strongest witness for the valor of the living as 
'(‘II as for the memory of the gallant dead.* 

I am, sir, verv respectfully, yours, 

JOHN A. HALDE EM AH, 

Major, First Regiment Kansas Volunteers, Commanding. 

Oupt. G. Granger, Acting Adjutant- General. 


See return of casualties on p 72. 
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No. 12. 

Report of Lieut. Gol. Charles W. Blair, Second Kansas Infantry. 

Army op the West, Hdqrs. Second Reg’t Kans. Yols., 

' August 17, 1861. 

Sir : I herewith inclose you a list of the killed and wounded of my 
regiment, # which came under my command after the fall of Colonel 
Mitchell, who was dangerously wounded at the first fire we encountered.^ 
The regiment had been stationed as a reserve on a hill oil the right of 
and overlooking the corn field in which Captain Plummer’s battalion 
was deployed. After they had been driven bade by overpowering 
numbers, and the advance of the enemy against them checked by 
Lieutenant Du Bois’ battery, which was stationed near us, I rode for- 
ward to Captain Totten’s battery, still farther in our front, to see Gen- 
eral Lyon and request him to order us forward. Upon a statement 
of our position, he replied, “Order the Second Kansas to the front!” 

I informed Colonel Mitchell, and he brought the regiment forward 
promptly. As we raised the crest of the hill beyond the advanced bat- 
tery, and were still marching in column by the flank, a masked lire was 
opened upon us, under which General Lyon was killed (who was at the 
head of our column) and Colonel Mitchell was severely wounded. Colo- 
nel Mitchell sent for me and ordered me to take charge of the battalion, 
and see that it maintained the reputation of Kansas. He was then re- 
moved to the rear, and Lieutenant Schreyer, of Captain Tholen’s com- 
pany, assisted by two men, carried back the body of General Lyon. 

I threw the battalion into line, and after sharp firing for fifteen or 
twenty miuutes we drove the enemy back down the descending slope 
which was in our front. During this time the enemy’s artillery was 
playing upon our position, but liis round shot and shell were too high, 
and only his grape, musketry, and rifie did us great in jury. 

During the cessation that followed the first firing Captain Clayton’s 
company of the First Kansas found me, which I formed on the left of 
my position, and the companies of Captains Roberts, Walker, and 
Zesch, which I formed on my right. On the right of my position a 
ravine stretched down to the enemy’s camp, by means of which he made 
three several attempts to flank us. At different times I had sent men, 
one or two at a time, from Captain Roberts’ company of the First, and 
Captain Craeklin’s company of the Second Kansas, but they did not 
return. At length I rode out myself, and at twenty yards to the right 
of my position fire was opened upon me by what, seemed to be a full 
company. My horse was killed under me, but I escaped unhurt. My 
orderly, Alexander H. Lamb, brought me his horse, which I rode during 
the remainder of the engagement. 

At this time Major Sturgis sent me, at the request of Major Cloud, of 
iny regiment, and Captain Clienoweth, of the First Kansas, a section of 
Captain Totten’s battery, which came just in time to save us. As the 
guns stopped, Captain Clienoweth rode out to the head of the ravine 
before mentioned, and perceiving the approach of a large force, he, 
together with Major Cloud and Lieutenant Sokalski, got the guns in 
position and opened upon them. As the enemy approached nearer I 
ordered the men to lie down and load and fire in that position and not 
to throw away a fire, which order, I think, was obeyed to the letter. 
The fire upon us was terrific, but not a man under my command broke 
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ranks or left las place. They loaded and fired with intense earnestness 
and energy, and we finally drove the enemy back for the last time and 
utterly silenced his fire. Tlie artillery then left us and retired to the 
rear. 

Major Sturgis had previously sent me an order to retire as soon as I 
could do so with safety, and after driving the enemy completely back I 
took the opportunity to do so. My command came off in good order and 
slow time, with the men as perfectly dressed as on the drill ground. I 
crossed the first ravine in my rear and reformed. After waiting there 
some twenty minutes, I marched out by the flank- aud rejoined the main 
command. 

It is proper that I should state that early in the action, before our 
regiment as such was under lire, a large force of cavalry attempted to 
flank us, and Major Cloud, taking Captain McClure’s company of my 
regiment and deploying' them as skirmishers, succeeded in driving them 
back after four or live effective and well-directed volleys. 

I am under the greatest obligations to Major Cloud and Adjutant 
Lines and Captain Ayres, of my regiment, and Captain Chenoweth, of 
the hirst Kansas, and, indeed, to every officer and man under my com- 
mand, for their self-possession and courage, and for the admirable man- 
ner in which they assisted me in the action, and I would be glad to have 
them properly represented at headquarters. 

My regiment went on the field and came off it unbroken, with its bat- 
talion organization as perfect as when it first went under fire. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAS. W. BLAIR, - 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Second Regiment Kansas Volunteers. 

Oapt. G. Granger, A. A. A. G., U. S. Army. 


No. 13. 

Reports of Col. Franz Sigel , Third Missouri Infantry , commanding Army 

of the West. 

Niangtja Crossing, 2S miles east of Springfield, 

August 12, 1861. 

Sir : I respectfully report to you that after a battle fought 10 miles 
south of Springfield, oil Saturday, the 10th, between our forces and the 
rebel army, and in which General Lyon was killed, I have taken tem- 
porarily the command of the Union troops. 

Arrived after the battle at Springfield, on the evening of the lOtli, it 
was found necessary to retreat towards Rolla. We are now here with 
3,000 men of infantry, 300 cavalry, and thirteen pieces of artillery. The 
Irish Brigade, about 900 strong, will meet us at Lebanon. The Home 
Guards amount to about 200 infantry and 500 mounted men, who are 
more or less valuable. The enemy’s forces cannot be less than 20,000 
men, of which about one-fourth are infantry, the others cavalry, besides 
fifteen pieces of artillery. 

Once in possession of Springfield, the enemy will be able to raise tlie 
southwest of the State against us, add a great number of men to his 
army, make Springfield a great depot, and continue, his operations 
towards Rolla, and probably also towards the Missouri (Jefferson City). 
I do not see the probability of making an effective resistance without 
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re-enforcement of not leas than 5,000 men, infantry, one or two regi- 
ments of cavalry, and at least two batteries. To meet the momentous j 

danger we want re-enforcements, and to be prepared against the last 
reverses which may befall us in this State, I would respectfully pro- 
pose to you to make, in the shortest time possible, the necessary prep- ! 

erations for two intrenched camps, one at Saint Louis, the key to the 
Southwest, and another at Jefferson City, or, perhaps better, between ) 

the Osage River and Moreau Creek, on the heights of Taos Post Office. 

At the same time it would be necessary to be master of the river be- 
tween Jefferson City and Saint Louis, and to arm the two intrenched 
positions by heavy ordnance. 

The Missouri will now become our natural line of defense, with the 
Osage Iiiver in advance, and the two places, Tuscumhia and Linn Creek, 
as the most important points where tStes-depont could he constructed. 

I make these remarks because I am aware of our strength and weak- 
ness. Our 4,000 men will be crippled by the discharge of the three- 
months I * * * * * 7 men, who cannot be kept longer in our midst because they are 
anxious to go home, and would be of more damage than use if forced to 
serve longer. 

I therefore respectfully request you to give your kind attention to [, 

our little army, and enable us to take up' anew the struggle with our 
enemy. 

With the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 

F. SIG-EL, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Major-General Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West. 


I Hdqrs. Second Brigade Missouri Volunteers, 

Camp of Good Mope, near Eolla, August 18, 18G1. 

General : I respectfully submit to you the report of the battle at 
j) i j Wilson’s Creek, as far as tlie troops under my command are concerned: 

Ml \ On Friday, the 9th of August, General Lyon informed me that it was 

his intention to attack the enemy in his camp at .Wilson’s Creek on the 
morning of the 10th ; that the attack should be made from two sides, 
and that I should take the com maud of the left. The troops assigned 
to mo consisted of the Second Brigade Missouri Volunteers (000 men, 
infantry, of the Third and Fifth Regiments, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Albert and Colonel Salomon, and six pieces of artil- 
lery, under Lieutenants Schaefer and Sehuetzenbach), besides two com- 
panies of regular cavalry, belonging to the command of Major Sturgis. 
V P | I left Camp Fremont, on the south side of Springfield, at 6.30 o’clock 

'v:;V|l m the evening of the 0th, and arrived at daybreak within a mile of the 

enemy’s camp. I advanced slowly towards the camp, and after taking 
forward the two cavalry companies from the right and left, I cutoff 
about forty men of the enemy’s troops, who were coming from the camp 
iii little squads to get water and provisions. This was done in such, a 
¥■ j , ! manner that no news of our advance could be brought int o the camp. 

In sight of the enemy’s tents, which spread out in our front and right. 

;• I planted four pieces of artillery on a little hill, whilst the infantry 

r j Ji advanced towards the point where the Fayetteville road crosses Wil- 

son’s Creek, and the two cavalry companies extended to the right and 
loft ? to giifiid our flanks. It w<is 5.30 o ? clock si. in. when some musket 
tiring was heard from the northwest. I therefore ordered the artillery 
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o ie Camp f en6my (Missourians), which 
“VJrf 6il V ci} * til J fc J lie enemy’s troops were seen leaving their 


ih7 IT; Ln fuun laments liacl quickly advanced, passed 
, 0 , ’ <nid, tuversing the camp, formed almost in the center of it. 

As the enemy made Ins rally in large numbers before us, about 3,000 
strong, consisting ol infantry and cavalry, I ordered the artillery to 
he brought forward from the hill, and formed them in battery across 
the valley, with file lhird and Fifth Eegiments to the left and the 
cavalry to the right. After ail effective fire of half an hour the enemy 

l'l'r.imil in unmn ftmiftiolmi , ..... _ .~V 


i n ic was evn Lent tnat the mam corps of General Lyon had engaged 
the enemy along the whole line. To give the greatest possible assist- 
ance to him, 1 left the position in the camp and advanced towards the 
northwest, to attack the enemy’s line of battle in the rear. 

Marching forward, we struck the Fayetteville road, making our way 
timing h a large number of cattle and horses until we arrived at an 
eminence used as a slaughtering place, and known as Sharp’s farm. 
On our route we had taken about 100 prisoners, who were scattered 
over the camp. 

At Sharp’s, place we met numbers of the enemy’s soldiers, who were 
evidently retiring in this direction, and, as I suspected that the enemy 
on his retreat would follow in the same direction, I formed the troops 
across this road, by planting the artillery on the plateau and the two 
infantry regiments on the right and left across the road, whilst the 
cavalry companies extended on our flanks. At this time, anil after 
some skirmishing in front of our line, the firing in the direction of 
northwest, which was during an hour’s time roaring in succession, had 
almost ceased entirely. . I therefore thought that the attack of General 
Lyon had been successful, and that liis troops were in pursuit of the 
enemy, who moved in large masses towards the south, along the ridge 
of a hill, about 700 yards opposite our right. 

This was the state of affairs at 8.30 o’clock in the morning, when it 
was reported to me by Dr. Melchior and some of our skirmishers that 
Lyon’s men were coming up the road. Lieutenant-Colonel Albert, 
of the Third, and Colonel Salomon, of the Fifth, notified their regiments 
not to fire on troops coming in this direction, whilst I cautioned the 
artillery in the same manner. Our troops in this moment expected with 
anxiety the approach of our friends, and were waving the flag, raised 
as a signal to their comrades, when at once two batteries opened their 
fire against us, one in front, placed on the Fayetteville road, and the 
other upon the hill on which we had supposed Lyon’s forces were in 
pursuit of the enemy, whilst a strong column of infantry, supposed to 
he the Iowa regiment, advanced from the Fayetteville road and at- 
tacked our right. 

It is impossible fur mo to describe the consternation and frightful 
confusion which was occasioned by this unfortunate event. The cry, 
“They (Lyon’s troops) are firing against us,” spread like wildfire 
through our ranks; the artillerymen, ordered to fire and directed by 
myself, could hardly be brought forward to serve their pieces; the 
infantry would not level their arms till it Avas too late. Tlie enemy 
arrived Avithin ten paces from the mouth of our cannon, killed the 
horses, turned the flanks of the infantry, and forced them to retire. 
The troops Avero throwing themselves into the hushes and by-roads, 
retreating as well as they could, followed and attacked incessantly by 
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large bodies of Arkansas and Texas cavalry. In this retreat we lost 
live cannon, of which three were spiked, and the color of the Third 
Regiment, the color-bearer having been wounded and his substitute 
killed. Tho total loss of the two regiments, the artillery and the 
pioneers, in killed, wounded, and missing, amounts to 292 men, as will 
be seen from the respective lists. 

In order to understand clearly our actions and our fate, you will allow 
me to state the following facts : 

1st. According to orders, it was the duty of this brigade to attack 
the enemy in the rear and to cut off his retreat, which order I tried to 
execute, whatever the consequences might be. 

2d. The time of service of the Fifth Regiment Missouri Volunteers 
had expired before the battle. I had induced them, company by com- 
pany, not to leave us in the most critical and dangerous moment, and 
had* engaged them for the time of eight days, this term ending on Fri- 
day, the 9th, the day before the battle. 

lid. The Third Regiment, of which 400 three-months’ men had been 
dismissed, was composed for the greatest part of recruits, who had not 
seen the enemy before and were only insufficiently drilled. 

4th. The men serving the pieces and the drivers consisted of infantry 
taken from the Third Regiment, and were mostly recruits, who had had 
only a few days’ instruction. 

5th. About two-thirds of our officers had left us. Some companies 
had no officers at all; a great pity, but the consequence of the system of 
the three- months’ service. 

After the arrival of the army at Springfield, the command was in- 
trusted to me by Major Sturgis and the majority of the commanders of 
regiments. Considering all the circumstances, and in accordance with 
the commanding officers, I ordered the retreat of the army from Spring- 
field. The preparations were begun in the night of the 10th, and at 
daybreak the troops were oil their march to the Gasconade. Before 
crossing this river I received information that the ford could not be 
passed well, and that a strong force of the enemy was moving from the 
south (West Plains) towards Waynesville, to cut off our retreat, 1 also 
was aware that it would take a considerable time to cross the Bobidoux 
and the Little and Big Piney on the old road. 

To avoid all these difficulties, and to give the army an opportunity to 
rest, I directed the troops from Lebanon to the northern road, passing 
Right Point and Humboldt, and terminating opposite the mouth of Lit- 
tle Piney, where, in case of the ford not being passable, the train could 
be sent by Vienna and Lynch to the mouth of the Gasconade, whilst 
the troops could ford the river at the mouth of Little Piney to re-enforce 
Rolla. To bring over the artillery, I ordered the ferry-boat from Big 
Piney Crossing to be hauled down on the Gasconade to the mouth of 
Little Piney, where it arrived immediately after we had passed the ford. 
Before we had reached the ford Major Sturgis assumed the command 
of the army. I therefore respectfully refer to his report in regard to the 
main body of the troops engaged in the battle. 

With the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 

F. SIGEL, 

Commanding Second Brigade Missouri Volunteers. 
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No. 14. 

Report of Capt. Eugene A. Carr, First U. 8. Cavalry . 

Camp near Eolla, Mo., August 17, 1861. 

Sir : Having been requested, through Major Shepard, to write a re- 
port of my share in the late battle, I have the honor to state that on 
the afternoon of the 9th instant I was ordered to report to Colonel 
Si gel at 6 o’clock, with my company (I, First Cavalry), which I did. 
Company C, Second Dragoons, commanded by Lieutenant Farrand, 
First Infantry, also reported to Colonel Sigel, but was not under my 
command, being placed at the opposite extremity of the brigade. Colo- 
nel Sigel placed me in advance, with orders to seize persons who might 
give information to the enemy; and the command moved about sunset. 
The night was very dark, and it was with great difficulty that we avoided 
losing our way or getting separated. At about 11 o’clock the command 
was halted, and rested till 2, when it moved on, approaching the rear 
of the enemy’s camp. Upon nearing the camp, after daylight, different 
stragglers were met going from the camp to the surrounding country, 
and all captured, so that no intimation was given to the enemy of our 
XU'esence till the first gun was fired. 

Colonel Sigel directed me to take the right flank, and then proceeded 
into the valley below the camp and opened fire of cannon upon it, X 
ill the mean time moving to the edge of the bluff and opening fire with 
my carbines, for the purpose of distracting the attention of the enemy, 
being at too great a distance to do much execution. A few minutes 
before Colonel Sigel opened fire I heard the firing at the opposite end 
of the camp, and sent word to him that General Lyon was engaged. 
This was a little after 0 a. m. The enemy ran out of their camp, which 
was of cavalry, and contained the headquarters and tents of McCulloch 
and McIntosh'. Colonel Sigel then took position on tlieir camp ground, 
and I moved up along the bluff. 

Up to this time I had observed wagons and horsemen moving off to- 
wards the west and going south along the Fayetteville road, the point 
where we struck the camp being in the valley below that road and 
probably 2 miles from where it crosses the creek. At this time I was 
about a"milo from the main command, it being on the west side of the 
valley, while I was on the bluff and higher up, when I observed a large 
body’of cavalry forming and approaching the command. I immediately 
sent word to Colonel Sigel, and retired myself, as it was getting between 
me and him. I was obliged to go back to the ford to get across the 
creek, and in the mean time the cavalry had formed to charge, and had 
been broken up by Colonel Sigel and put to flight, though their officers 
raved and stormed and tore their hair in trying to make their men 
advance. 

When I reached Colonel Sigel again he told me lie was going to ad- 
vance, and to take my place on the left flank, which I did, keeping in 
lino with the advance along the road. After advancing a short distance, 
I think to within about half a mile to the Fayetteville crossing, and 
over a mile from where we first engaged, the command encountered a 
concealed battery on or near the Fayetteville road, into which ours had 
forked. The action here was hot, and there was continual cannonading, 
with some firing of musketry, for I should think half an hour. I could 
see but little, being mostly in the timber to the left with my company, 
among which bullets, shot, and shell frequently struck, without, how- 
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ever, killing a man. At that time many were in doubt if it were not 
our own troops firing upon us. 

At about 10 o’clock one of my corporals told me that one of Colonel 
Sigel’s staff officers bad brought an order to retreat, and as all the 
troops in sight were retreating I did so too, bringing up the rear. After 
retiring about one and a half miles, during which we were bred on from 
a bushy hill-side by a body of men whom I repulsed, but who caused 
the loss of one of our remaining guns by killing a wheel-horse, I saw 
Colonel Sigel at the spring where we camped the first night when re- 
turning from Bug Springs. It was then decided to move south on the 
Fayetteville road till we could go out and circle round the enemy 
towards Springfield. We then had my company, 50 men, about 160 
infantry, badly demoralized, one piece, and two caissons. 

After retiring about one and a half miles, a large body of cavalry was 
discovered in front of us, and I was sent to the front, where I observed 
a column of horse of at least a quarter of a mile in length moving to- 
wards the south on our right and filing into the road in front. I watched 
them for a lew moments, when Colonel Sigel sent me word to take the 
first left-hand road, which luckily happened to be just at that point. 
While retreating along this road, Colonel Sigel asked me to march 
slowly, so that the infantry could keep up. I urged upon him that the 
enemy would try to out us off in crossing Wilson’s Creek, and that the 
infantry and artillery should at least march as fast as the ordinary walk 
of my horses. He assented, and told me to go on, which I did at a 
walk, and upon arriving at a creek I was much surprised and pained to 
find that he was not up. As, however, I observed a great dust coming 
from the enemy’s camp, which was not far off, I concluded that it was 
no time for delay, and moved on, after watering my horses, till I arrived 
at a spot where I thought I could venture to halt and wait for Colonel 
Sigel, which I did for some time, and then pursued my march to Spring- 
field. It turned out that the colonel was ambuscaded, as I anticipated, 
liis whole party broken up, and that he himself narrowly escaped. 

It is a subject of regret with me to have left him behind, but I sup- 
posed all the time that he was close behind me till I got to the creek, 
and it would have done no good for my company to have been out to 
pieces also. As it was, four of my men were lost who had been placed 
in rear of his infantry.* 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. CAEE, 
Captain, First Cavalry. 

To the Asst. Adjt. Gen. Army op the West. 


Ho. 15. 

Report of Second Lieut. Charles F. Farrand, First U. 8. Infantry, 

Camp near Eolla, Mo., Avgust 17, 18G1. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 9th 
of August I received verbal orders from General Lyon to report with 
my company for duty to Colonel Sigel. I reported to the latter at G 
o’clock that evening, and by his order formed with my company the 
rear guard of his column, which immediately proceeded towards the 


* See return, of casualties on p. 72. 
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enemy's camp. While on the march Colonel Sigel directed me to act 
on the right when the enemy should be engaged. Afterwards, how- 
ever, this order was countermanded, and I was directed to take my 
position on the left. 

Nothing’ of importance occurred on the march until about 4.30 in the 
morning, when several prisoners were turned over to the guard. One 
of these stated to me that their* army was expecting re-enforcements 
from Louisiana, and that they had mistaken us for their re-enforce- 
ments. _ We were now very near the enemy’s camp, and continued to 
take prisoners in small numbers, most of whom said they were out in 
search of something to eat. At about 5 o’clock I was ordered with my 
company to the front. Soon after I reached the head of the column a 
small party of men and horses was discovered in a ravine through 
which wc were approaching the enemy’s camp. These 1 was ordered 
to take, as they were supposed to be the enemy’s picket. I advanced 
with a small party upon them. They discovered me at a distance, and 
mounted their horses. I did not succeed in taking the party prisoners 
but; cut them off from their, camp, which was now in plain sight. I 
with my company now took my position oil the extreme left, and the 
command moved steadily forward without having been discovered by 
the enemy, although very near, and at some points in plain sight of, 
their camp. 

The attack was opened by the infantry on the center and left, and 
soon responded to by the artillery. It was but a moment before the 
camp was entirely cleared, and as we passed through it I saw many 
dead bodies and quantities of arms of all descriptions lying on the 
ground. Many of the latter I caused my men to destroy. There were 
in their camp a wagon load of Maynard rifles, one of regular rifled 
muskets, and several boxes of United States regulation sabers, all uew. 

There being no enemy in sight, I was ordered to move along the 
south side of camp. I was in a few minutes after ordered to return 
and support Colonel Sigel’s battery. When I reached the battery I 
discovered an immense body of tbe enemy’s cavalry forming in a field 
about 700 yards in front of our position. Tbe battery immediately 
opened upon them with considerable effect, and forced them to retire, 
A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, who had dismounted and de- 
ployed in the brush on the south side of the field, were driven back and 
obliged to leave their horses. My company was on the field until 
Colonel Sigel’s forces retired, but as circumstances were such as to 
render it impossible to use cavalry, we did no particular service. 

Upon finding myself with my company alone, I retired in a southerly 
direction, and accidentally meeting one of the guides who had been 
employed in taking us to the enemy’s camp, I forcibly detained him 
until I could collect some of the troops, whom I found scattered and 
apparently lost. I halted my company, and got quite a number to- 
gether, and directed the guide to proceed to Springfield, via Little 
York, After proceeding a short distance we came upon one of the 
pieces which had been taken from Colonel Sigel. Although the tongue 
of the limber was broken, one horse gone, and one of the remaining 
three badly wounded, we succeeded in moving it on. Some distance 
in advance of this we found a caisson, also belonging to Colonel Sigel’s 
battery. I then had with me Sergeant Bradburn, of Company D, First 
Cavalry; Corporal Lewis and Private John Smith, of my own company 
(Company 0, Second Dragoons). My company being some distance in 
advance, I caused the caisson to be opened, and on discovering that it 
was full of ammunition, I determined to take it on. I and the three 
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men witli me tried to prevail upon some of tlie Germans to assist 
us in clearing some of the wounded horses from the harness, but 
they would not stop. After considerable trouble, my small party suc- 
ceeded in clearing the wounded horses from the harness, hitching in 
two more and a pair of small mules I obtained, and moving on, Cor- 
poral Lewis and Private John Smith driving, while Sergeant Brad- 
burn and I led the horses. After reaching the retreating troops again 
I put two other men on the animals, and joined my company with my 
three men. 

Before reaching Springfield it became necessary to abandon the 
caisson in order to bitch the animals to the piece. This was done after 
destroying the ammunition it contained. Lieutenant Morris, adjutant 
of Colonel Si gel’s command, assisted me in procuring wagons, which wo 
sent back on the road after the wounded. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

OHAS. E. FAKE AND, 

Second Lieut , First Infantry , Oomdg. Oo. 0, Second Dragoons . 

Capt. Gordon Granger, 

Regiment Mounted Rifles , A, A. A, <7., Army of the West. 


No. 1 G. 

Congratulatory Orders from General Frfmont. 

General Orders, ) , Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 4. ) Saint Louis, Mo., August 25 , 1861. 

S;| ■ . . j L The official reports of the commanding officers of the forces engaged 

in the battle near Springfield, Mo., having been received, the major- 
;• .. f ' general commanding announces to the troops embraced in bis command, 

in • ■ with pride and the highest commendation, the extraordinary services 

|] +1/ :: to their country and flag rendered by the division of the brave and 

•’ ] f \ lamented General Lyon. 

f; j ; For thus nobly battling for the honor of their flag he now publicly 

i, f ;! desires to express to the officers and soldiers liis cordial thanks, and 

! commends their conduct as an example to their comrades wherever 

i t | engaged against the enemies of the Union. 

: ; •: I j Opposed by overwhelming masses of the enemy in a numerical supe- 

ih ! ' | riority of upwards of 20,000 against 4,300, or nearly five to one, the suc- 

cesses of our troops -were nevertheless sufficiently marked to give to 
i\:: ;■ j their exploits the moral effect of a victory. 

P; ; II. The general commanding laments, in sympathy with the country, 

\v : if, the loss of the iudomitable General Nathaniel Lyon. His fame cannot 

he better eulogized than in these words from the official report of bis 
gallant successor, Major Sturgis, U. S. cavalry : “Thus gallantly fell as 
■ i true a soldier as ever drew a sword ; a man whose honesty of purpose 

j j was proverbial a noble patriot, and one who held his life as nothing 

by where liis country demanded it of him.” Let all emulate his prowess 

Q? , ; f and undying devotion to his duty. 

: j III. The regiments and corps engaged in this battle will be permitted 

: ; j : to have “ Springfield” emblazoned oil their colors, as a distinguishing 

; ■ ; 1: memorial of their services to the nation. 

; IY. The names of the officers and soldiers mentioned in the official 

A-;;!,: -i reports as most distinguished for important services and marked gal- 
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lautry will be communicated to tbe War Department for the considera- 
tion of the Government. 

V. This order will be read at the head of every company in this de- 
partment. 

By order of Major-General Frdmont: 

J. 0. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant - General. 


No. 17. 

Thanks of U. 8. Congress to General Lyon’s command. 

General Orders, ) Headquarters of the Army, 

Ho. 111. j Adjutant-General’s Office, 

Washington , December 30, 1861. 

The following actS'-of Congress are published for the information of 
tiie Army : 

* * *###.# 
JOINT RESOLUTION expressive of tlio recognition by Congress of tbe gallant and 

patriotic services of the late Brigadier-General Nathaniel Lyon, and tbe officers and 

soldiers under liis command, at the battle of Springfield, Missouri. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, 1 . That Congress deems it just and 
proper to enter upon its records a recognition of the eminent and 
patriotic services of the late Brigadier- General Nathaniel Lyon. The 
country to .whose service he devoted his life will guard and preserve his 
fame as a part of its own glory. 

2. That the thanks of Congress are hereby given to the brave officers 
and soldiers who, under the command of the late General Lyon, sustained 
the honor of the flag, and achieved victory against overwhelming num- 
bers at the battle of Springfield, iu Missouri; and that, in order to com- 
memorate an event so honorable to the country and to themselves, it is 
ordered that each regiment engaged shall be authorized to bear upon 
its colors the word “Springfield,” embroidered iu letters of gold. And 
the President of the United States is hereby requested to cause these 
resolutions to be read at the bead of every regiment in the Army of the 
United States. 

Approved December 24, 1861. 

Y. The President of the United States directs that the foregoing joint 
resolution be read at the head of every regiment in the Army of the 
United States. 

By command of Major-General McClellan : 

L. THOMAS, Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 

Statements as to conduct of General Sigel , forwarded by Major-General 

Halleclc, U. S. A. t 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Saint Louis , February 18, 18G2, 
Major-General McClellan, Washington: 

General : Look at inclosed slips.* Yery important documents will 
* Newspaper slips omitted ; tbe documents referred to are attached. 
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be mailed to you to-night in relation to General Sigel, showing him 
unlit for the rank he now holds. 

H. W. HALLECK. 


Saint Louis, Mo., February 13, 1862. 

Major-General H ALLEGE, 

Commanding Department of the Missouri : 

General : The question of the merits of Brig. Gen. Franz Sigel, ns 
a commander, having assumed such shape as to deeply involve the in- 
terests of the service, I deem it my duty to make a statement of facts 
which came to my knowledge during the campaign of hist summer in 
the Southwest, ending in the death of General Lyon and the retreat of * 
his army from Springfield. 

Soon after the capture of Gamp Jackson, in May, General Lyon sent 
Colonel Sigel, with his two regiments of infantry and two batteries of artil- 
lery, to the southwestern part of the State, by way of Eolla, to cut off the 
retreat of Price’s force, which he (Lyon) was about to drive from Bonne- 
ville. Colonel Sigel passed beyond Springfield, reaching a point not 
far from the Kansas line, and on the main road used by Price’s men in 
their movement south to join him. Here he left a single company of 
infantry in a small town, with no apparent object, unless that it might 
fall into the hands of the enemy, which it did the next day (5tli of July). 
Sigel met Price the next day and fought the celebrated “ battle of Car- 
thage.” Sigel had about two regiments of infantry, well armed and 
equipped, most of the men old German soldiers, and two good batteries 
of artillery. Price had about twice Sigel’s number of men, but most of 
them mounted, armed with shot-guns and common idles, and entirely 
without organization and discipline, and a few pieces of almost worth- 
less artillery. Sigel retreated all day before this miserable rabble, con- 
tenting himself with repelling their irregular attacks, which lie did with 
perfect ease whenever they ventured to make them. The loss on either 
side was quite insignificant. Price and McCulloch were thus permitted 
to join each other absolutely without opposition; Sigel, who had been 
seut there to prevent their junction, making a u masterly retreat.” 

Several days before the battle of Wilson’s Greek it was ascertained 
beyond a doubt that the enemy’s strength was about 22,000 men, with, 
at least twenty pieces of artillery, while our force was only about 5,000. 
About the 7th of August the main body of the enemy reached Wilson’s 
Creek, and General Lyon decided to attack him. The plan of attack 
was freely discussed between General Lyon, the members of his staff, 
Colonel Sigel, and several officers of the Regular Army. Colonel Sigel, 
apparently anxious for a separate command, advocated the plan of a 
divided attack. All others, I believe, opposed it. 

On the 8th of August the plan of a single attack was adopted, to be 
carried out on the 9th. This had to be postponed on account of the ex- 
haustion of a part of our troops. During the morning of the 9th, Colo- 
nel Sigel had a long interview with General Lyon, and prevailed upon 
him to adopt his plan, which led to the mixture of glory, disgrace, and 
disaster of the ever-iuemorable 10th of August. Sigel, in attempting 
to perform the part assigned to himself, lost his artillery, lost his infan- 
try, and fled alone, or nearly so, to Springfield, arriving there long before 
the battle was ended. Yet he had almost nobody killed or wounded. 
One piece of his artillery and five or six hundred infantry were picked 
up and brought in by a company of regular cavalry. Ho effort was 
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made by Sigel or any of his officers to rally tlieir men and join Lyon’s 
division, although the battle raged furiously for hours after Sigel’s 
rout, and most of his men in their retreat passed in rear of Lyon's line 
of battle , 

On our return to Springfield, at about 5 o’clock p. m., Major Sturgis 
yielded the command to Colonel Sigel, and the latter, alter consultation 
with many of the officers of the army, decided to retreat toward Kolia; 
starting at 2 o’clock a. m., in order that the column might be in favor- 
able position for defense before daylight. At the hour appointed for 
the troops to move I found Colonel Sigel asleep in bed, and his own 
brigade, which was to be the advance guard, making preparations to 
cook their breakfast. It was 4 o’clock before I could get them started. 
Sigel remained in command three days, kept his two regiments in front 
all the time, made little more than ordinary days’ marches, but yet did 
not get in camp till 10 and one occasion 12 o’clock at night. On the 
second day lie kept the main column waiting, exposed to the sun on a 
dry prairie, while his own men killed beef and cooked tbeir breakfast. 
They finished their breakfast at about noon, and then began their day’s 
march. 

The fatigue and annoyance to the troops soon became so intolerable 
that discipline was impossible. The officers, therefore, almost unani- 
mously demanded a change. Major Sturgis, in compliance with the 
demand, assumed the command. 

My position as General Lyon’s principal staff officer gave me very 
favorable opportunities for judging of General Sigel’s merits as an Offi- 
cer, and hence I appreciate his good as well as his bad qualities more 
accurately than most of those who presume to judge him. General 
Sigel, in point of theoretical education, is far above the average of com- 
manders in this country. He has studied with great care the science 
of strategy, and seems thoroughly conversant with the campaigns of 
all the great captains, so for as covers their main strategic features, and 
also seems familiar with the duties of the staff, but in tactics, great and 
small logistics, and discipline he is greatly deficient. These defects are 
so apparent as to make it absolutely impossible for him to gain the con- 
fidence of American officers and men, and entirely unfit him for a high 
command in our Army. While I do not condemn General Sigel in the 
unmeasured terms so common among many, but on the contrary see in 
him many fine qualities, I would do less than my duty did I not enter 
my protest against the appointment to a high command in the Army of 
a man who, whatever may be his merits, I knoiv cannot have the confi- 
dence of the troops he is to command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Brigadier- General, TJ. 8. Volunteers. 


Saint Louis, Mo., February 17, 1SC2. 

Major-General HalleCK, 

Commanding the Department of the Missouri : 

General : The undersigned officers of the Army of the United States, 
who have been constantly more or less connected with the service since 
the present trouble commenced in Missouri, entirely agree with the 
facts, strictures, and sentiments expressed in the annexed communica- 
tion of Brigadier- General Schofield, and concurring as we do with these 
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thoroughly, we sincerely pray that such steps and precautions may he 
tcikon by tliG propor fiiitlioritiGS <is will insure euro ut Ipnst in tiio iiiturc 
in the selection of those who are to command our^armies^ 

Major Volunteers. 
JAS. TOTTEN, 

Lieut. Col. First Mo. Lt. Arty., Chief of Arty. 
G-. GBANGEB, 

Late A. A. A. G., Army of the West, A. 1). 0. to General Lyon. 

, j M. COENYN, 

Sura. First Mo. Lt. Arty., and Acting Burg. Gen. Army West. 

W. L. LOTHEOP, 

Major First Missouri Light Artillery, 

P. E. BUBKE, 

Captain, Fourteenth Infantry , TJ. S. Army. 
GEO. O. SOKALBKI, 

First Lieutenant, Second Cavalry. 
JOHN L. WOOES, Jr., 

Lieutenant and Quartermaster First Eegt. Mo. Lt. Artillery. 

LTJOIEN J. BAENES, 

First Lieutenant, First Missouri Light Artillery. 


The undersigned officers in the service of the United States, who par- 
ticipated in the battle of Wilson’s Creek (Springfield), believing that 
the erroneous accounts of the part taken by General Sigel in that en- 
gagement, which have been published in the newspapers throughout 
the United States, have produced wrong impressions upon, the minds 
of the people, and deceived the administration in regard to the merits 
of the ease, respectfully submit the following statement of facts, in a 
spirit of fairness and justice, pledging themselves to substantiate such 
items as they are not willing to testify to themselves by what they believe 
to be reliable evidence. 

On the evening of the 8th of August, 1861, General Lyon called^ a 
council of war, composed of the principal officers of his command, for 
the purpose of determining what plan should be adopted to extricate 
his little army from the dangers which threatened it. General Lyon 
said in presence of the council : 

Gentlemen, there is no prospect of our being re-enforced at this point ; our supply of 
provisions is running sIiotI; ; there is a superior force in front ; and it is reported that 
Hardee ia marching with. 9,000 men to cut our lino of communication. It is evident 
that we must retreat. The question arises, what is the heat method of doing it. SI) all 
we endeavor to retreat without giving the enemy battle beforehand, and run the risk 
of having to light every inch along our lino of retreat, or shall we attack him in his 
position, and endeavor to hurt him so that he cannot follow ns. I am decidedly in 
favor of the latter plan. I propose to march this evening with all our available force, 
Leaving only a small guard to protect the property which will bo left behind, and, 
marching by the Fayetteville road, throw our whole force upon him at onco, and en- 
deavor to rout him before he can recover from his surprise. 

There were no objections offered to this plan of General Lyon, except 
that a large part of the command had just returned from a fatiguing 
scout, and had taken no food since morning ; it was therefore decided 
to defer the execution of this plan until the next night. In the mean 
time Sigel procured an interview with General Lyon, and persuaded 
the general to allow him a separate command. Sigel. therefore made a 
detour to the left of the Fayetteville road with his brigade, about 1,300 
men, including one battery of six pieces and two troops of regular cav- 
alry, for the purpose of attacking the enemy to their left and rear. He 
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succeeded in capturing the pickets of the enemy, taking him by sur- 
prise, and lor a time sweeping everything before hi m with his artillery. 

After clearing the camp said to have been occupied by McCulloch and 
McIntosh, his command, supposing, perhaps, that there was nothing- 
more to be done, went to plundering the camp, or in some way became 
disorganized. While in this state, some Louisiana troops came down 
upon them, when they tied, leaving the battery to the enemy without 
having fired a shot. It appears that Sigel and Colonel Salomon, in their 
flight, took a different direction from that taken by their troops, and 
made their way into Springfield with all possible' haste, Sigel being 
attended only by one orderly, a private of cavalry. 

As Sigel and Colonel Salomon abandoned their commands and left 
the rest of our little army to their fate, and arrived at Springfield before 
the severest part of the battle was over, it seems fair to conclude that 
they were more solicitous about their own personal safety than that of 
their companions in arms or the reputation of the flag. 

Had Sigel rallied his men, and come to the assistance of General 
Lyon, in all probability the contest would speedily have terminated in 
our favor j whereas the mystery which enveloped his operations pre- 
vented our pushing the advantages we had gained over the enemy. 
Sigel, knowing our position, might, by communicating with us, have 
relieved our perplexity, and left no doubt as to the course for us to 
pursue. 

Charles E. Farrand, then second lieutenant First II. S. Infantry, in 
command of a troop of Second U. S. Dragoons, collected together several 
hundred men of SigePs command, and seeing that the battery had been 
abandoned by tlie enemy, who after having taken it turned their at- 
tention to Lyon’s command, thought to carry it oft, but found the horses 
belonging to it either wounded or missing, except those for one piece, 
where but one was disabled. This horse he replaced by a fresh one, 
and took off the piece with the caisson and the men whom he had col- 
lected. With this party he made his way unmolested by the enemy to 
the Little York road, which he reached 3 or 4 miles from our right flank. 

In the mean time great solicitude was felt by the officers of Lyon’s 
command in regard to the whereabouts of Sigel. The question was 
frequently asked, 11 What has become of Sigel V’ His men being dressed 
in the same color as the Arkansas and Louisiana troops, the latter were 
several times mistaken for SigePs men, and on two distinct occasions 
escaped severe punishment at our hands. Du Bois battery was making 
great havoc among the Louisianians (in the corn field), when Major 
Sturgis informed Du Bois that he was slaughtering SigePs men, and 
ordered him to cease firing. At another time one of the Louisiana reg- 
iments marched by the flank in front of our line within musket range, 
and were allowed to pass us unharmed, being mistaken for SigePs men. 
Wo were also interrupted iu our operations by the appearance of 
SigePs flag in front of our line with Lyon’s name emblazoned upon it, 
which flag it appears had been captured by the enemy, and displayed 
to us out of bravado. It should be mentioned in this connection that 
about 200 of SigePs men were taken prisoners hs the enemy, and that 
those whom Lieutenant Farrand picked up, or mosj of them, had thrown 
away their arms. Lieutenant Farrand, with his troop of cavalry, one 
piece of artillery, and the remnant of SigePs command, joined us on the 
Little York road, about G miles from the battle-field. He was obliged 
to abandon the caisson on account of some of the horses having given 
out. 
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In regard to what has been called “Sigel’s masterly retreat from 
Springfield,” it might easily he shown that while Sigel was in command 
our forces more nearly resembled a crowd of refugees than an army of 
organized troops. Sigel put his brigade in advance, and the rear was 
brought up by the regulars. This arrangement was the only evidence 
of skill manifested by him during his memorable retreat. The column 
was broken by crowds of refugees, wagons, horses, mules, cows, &o., 
which were mixed up with the troops in such a maimer that it would 
have been very difficult to have made any disposition lor battle. 

The command moved before sunrise during the three days that Sigel 
commanded, and was halted on the second day, and remained exposed 
to the rays of a burning sun for several hours. The reason given for 
the halt was that Si gels men were cooking breakfast. During the halt 
on the third day, the officers, having become disgusted with the maimer 
in which Sigel conducted the retreat, insisted that Major Sturgis should 
assume command. Sigel yielded, on the ground that he liad-no com- 
mission. 

FEED’K STEELE, 

Brigadier- General. U. S. 

JAS. TOTTEN, 

Major and Lieut. Col. First Mo. Lt. Artillery. 

JOHN Y. DU BOIS, 

Major First Mo. Arty.. Oomdg. Battery at Wilson’s Creelc. 

O. GR AN GEE, 

A. A. A. G., late Army of the West, and A. I). 0. to 

General Lyon at Battle of Springfield . 

FLORENCE M. OORNYN, 

Actg. Burg. Gen. Dept. West, 


No. 19. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Sterling JPrice, commanding Missouri State Guard, 
of operations from July 25 to August 11. 

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Springfield, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to your excellency the following 
report of the operations of the army under my command at and imme- 
diately preceding the battle of Springfield : # 

I began to move my command from its encampment on Oowskin 
Prairie, in McDonald County, on July 25, towards Cassville, iu Barry 
County, at which place it had been agreed upon between Generals Mc- 
Culloch, Pearce, and myself that our respective forces, together with 
those of Brigadier-General McBride, should be concentrated, prepara- 
tory to a forward movement. 

We reached Cassville on Sunday, July 28, and on the next day effected 
a junction with the a. mies of Generals McCulloch and Pearce. The 
combined armies were t.ien put under marching orders, and the First 
Division, General McCulloch commanding, left Cassville on August 1 
upon the road to this city. The Second Division, under General Pearce, 
-of Arkansas, left on August 1; and the Third Division, Brigadier-Gen- 

* Tina report is printed from official copy, and it has beon impossible to verify the 
names of individuals or organizations. 
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oral Steele, of this State, commanding, left on August 2. I went for- 
ward with the Second Bivision, which embraced the greater portion of 
my infantry, and encamped with it some 12 miles northwest of Cassville. 

The next morning a messenger from General McCulloch informed me 
that ho had reason to believe that the enemy were in force on the road 
to Springfield, and that lie should remain at his then encampment, on 
Crane Creek, until the Second and Third Bivisions of the army had 
come up. The Second Bivision consequently moved forward to Crane 
Greek, and I ordered the Third Bivision to 'a position within 3 miles 
of the same place. An advance guard of the army, consisting of six 
companies of mounted Missourians, under command of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Rains, was at this time (Friday, August 2) encamped on the Spring- 
field road, about 5 miles beyond Crane Creek. 

About 9 a. m. of that day General Rains’ pickets reported to him that 
they had been driven in by the enemy’s advance guard, and that officer 
immediately led forward his whole force, amounting to nearly 100 men, 
until he found the enemy in position some 3 miles on the road. He 
sent back at once to General McCulloch for re-enforcemeuts, and Colonel 
McIntosh, C. S. Army, was sent forward with 150 men, but a recon- 
naissance of the ground having satisfied the latter that the enemy did 
not have more than 100 men on the ground, he withdrew his men and 
returned, to Crane Greek. General Rains soon discovered, however, 
that lie was in presence of the main body of the enemy, numbering, 
according to his estimate, more than 5,000 men, with eight pieces of 
artillery, and supported by a considerable body of cavalry. A severe 
skirmish ensued, which lasted several hours, until the enemy opened 
their batteries and compelled our troops to retire. In this engagement 
the greater portion of General Rains’ command, and especially that part 
which acted as infantry, behaved with great gallantry, as the result 
demonstrates, for our loss was only 1 killed (Lieutenant Northcnt) and 
5 wounded, while 5 of the enemy’s dead were buried on the field, and a 
large number are known to have been wounded. 

Our whole forces were concentrated the next day near Crane Creek, 
and during the same night the Texas regiment, under Colonel Greer, 
came up within a few miles of the same place. 

Reasons which will be hereafter assigned induced me on Sunday, the 
4th instant, to put the Missouri forces under the direction, for the time 
being, of General McCulloch, who accordingly assumed the command 
in chief of the combined armies. 

A little after midnight we took up the line of march, leaving our 
baggage trains, and expected to find the enemy near the scene of the 
late skirmish, but we found as we advanced that they were retreating 
rapidly towards Springfield. We followed them hastily about 17 miles 
to a place known as Moody’s Spring, where we were compelled to halt 
our forces, who were already nearly exhausted by the intense heat of 
the weather and the dustiness of the roads. 

Early the next morning we moved forward to Wilson’s Creek, 10 miles 
southwest of Springfield, where we encamped. Our forces were here 
put in readiness to meet the enemy, who were posted at Springfield to 
the number of about 10,000. It was finally decided to march against 
them in four separate columns at 9 o’clock that night, so as to surround 
the city and begin a simultaneous attack at daybreak. The darkness 
of the night and a threatened storm caused General McCulloch, just as 
the army was about to march, to countermand this order, and to direct 
that the troops should hold themselves in readiness to move whenever 



100 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chat. X. 



ordered. Our men were consequently kept under arms till towards 
daybreak, expecting’ momentarily an order to mareli. 

The morning of Saturday, August 10, found them still encamped at 
Wilson’s Creek, fatigued by a night’s watching and loss of rest. 

About 6 o’clock I received a messenger [message] from General Eains 
that the enemy were advancing in great force from the direction of 
Springfield, and were already within 200 or 300 yards of the position, 
where he was encamped with the Second Brigade of his division, con- 
sisting of about 1,200 mounted men, under Colonel Cawthorn. A second 
messenger came immediately afterwards from General Eains to an- 
nounce that the main body of the enemy was upon him, but that he 
would endeavor to hold him in check until he could receive re- enforce- 
ments. General McCulloch was with me when these messengers came, 
and left at once for his own headquarters to make the necessary dis- 
position of our forces. I rode forward instantly towards General Bains’ 
position, at the same time ordering Generals Slack, McBride, Clark, 
and Parsons to move their infantry and artillery rapidly forward. I 
had ridden but a few hundred yards when I came suddenly upon the 
main body of the enemy, commanded by General Lyon in person. The 
infantry and artillery, which I had ordered to follow me, came up im- 
mediately, to the number of 2,036 men, and engaged the enemy. 

A severe and bloody conflict ensued, my officers and men behaving 
with the greatest bravery, and with the assistance of a portion of the 
Confederate forces successfully holdiug the enemy in check. Mean- 
while, and almost simultaneously with the opening of the enemy’s bat- 
teries in this quarter, a heavy cannonading was opened upon the rear 
of our position, where a large body of the enemy, under Colonel Sigel, 
had taken position in close proximity to Colonel Churchill’s regiment, 
Colonel Greer’s Texan Hangers, and G79 mounted Missourians, under 
command of Colonel Brown and Lieutenant-Colonel Major. The action 
now became general, and was conducted with the greatest gallantry 
and vigor on both sides for more than five hours, when the enemy 
retreated in great confusion, leaving their commander-in-cluef, General 
Lyon, dead upon the battle-field, over 500 killed, and a great number 
wounded. 

The forces under my command have possession of three 12-pounder 
howitzers, two brass 6-pounders, and a great quantity of small-arms 
and ammunition taken from the enemy; also the standard of Sigel’s 
regiment, captured by Captain Staples. They have also a large number 
of prisoners. 

The brilliant victory thus achieved upon this hard-fought field was 
won only by tbe most determined bravery and distinguished gallantry 
of the combined armies, which fought nobly side by side in defense of 
their common rights and liberties with as much courage and constancy 
as were ever exhibited upon any battle-field. 

Where all behaved so well it is invidious to make any distinction, 
but I cannot refrain from expressing my sense of the splendid services 
rendered under my own eyes by the Arkansas infantry, under Gen- 
eral Pearce; tbe Louisiana regiment of Colonel Hebert, and Colonel 
Churchill’s regiment of mounted riflemen. These gallant officers and 
their brave soldiers won upon that day the lasting gratitude of every 
true Missourian. 

This great victory was dearly bought by the blood of many a skillful 
officer and brave man. 

Others will report the losses sustained by the Confederate forces. I 
shall willingly confine myself to the losses within my own army. 
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Among those who tell mortally wounded upon the battle-field none 
deserve a dearer place in the memory of Missourians than Bichard 
Hanson Weiglitman, colonel, commanding the First Brigade of the 
Second Division of the army. Taking up arms at the very beginning of 
this unhappy contest, lie had already done distinguished services at the 
battle of Kook Creek, of the lamented Holloway [sic], and at Carthage, 
where he won unfading laurels by the display of extraordinary coolness! 
courage, and skill. He tell at the head of his brigade, wounded in three 
places, and died just as the victorious shout of our army began to rise 
upon the air. Here, too, died in the discharge of his duty Ooi. Ben. 
Brown, of Bay County, president of the senate, a good man and true. 

Brigadier- General Slack’s division suffered severely. He himself 
fell dangerously wounded at the head of his column. Of his regiment 
of infantry, under Col. John T. Hughes, consisting of about 050 men, 
30 were killed, 70 wounded, many of them mortally, and 30 are missing. 
Among the killed were O. H. Bennett, adjutant of the regiment; Cap- 
tain Blackburn, and Lieutenant Hughes. 

Colonel Bi.ves’ squadron of cavalry, dismounted, some 234 men, lost 
4 killed and 8 wounded. Among the former were Lieutenant-Colonel 
Austin and Captain Engart. 

Brigadier-General Clark was also wounded. His infantry, 200 men, 
lost in killed 17, and wounded 71. Colonel Burbridge was severely 
wounded: Captains Harris and Halleck and Lieutenant Haskins were 
killed. 

General Clark’s cavalry, together with the Windsor Guards, were 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Major, who did good service. 
They lost 0 killed and 5 wounded. 

Brigadier-General McBride’s division, G05 men, lost 22 killed, 67 
severely wounded, and 57 slightly wounded. Colonel Foster and Cap- 
tains Nichols, Dougherty, Armstrong, and Mings were wounded while 
gallantly leading their respective commands. 

General Parsons’ brigade, 25C infantry and artillery, under command, 
respectively, of Colonel Kelly and Captain G-uibor, and 406 cavalry, 
under Colonel Brown, lost, the artillery, 3 killed and 7 wounded; the 
infantry, 9 killed and 38 wounded; and the cavalry, 3 killed and 2 
wounded. Colonel Kelly was wounded in the hand. Captain Coleman 
was mortally wounded, and lias since died. 

General Bains’ division was composed of two brigades. The. first, 
under Colonel Weiglitman, embracing infantry and artillery, 1,306 
strong, lost not only their commander, but 34 others killed and 111 
wounded. The Second Brigade, mounted men, Colonel Cawthorn com- 
manding, about 1,200 strong, lost 21 killed and 75 wounded. Colonel 
Cawthorn was himself wounded, and Maj. Charles Rogers, of Saint 
Louis, adjutant of the brigade, was mortally wounded, and died the day 
after the battle. He was a gallant officer, and at all times vigilant and 
attentive to his duties, and fearless upon the field of battle. 

Your excellency will perceive that our State forces consisted of only 
5,221 officers and men ; that of those no less than 156 died upon the 
field, while 517 were wounded. These facts attest more powerfully than 
words can the severity of the conflict and the dauntless courage of our 
brave soldiers. 

It is also my painful duty to announce the death of one of my aides, 
Lieut. Col. George W. Allen, of Saline County. He was shot down 
while communicating an order, and we left him buried on the field. I 
have appointed to the position thus sadly vacated Caj>t. James T. 
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Oearnel, in recognition of his gallant conduct and valuable services 
tlioughout the battle as a volunteer aide. 

Another of iny staff, Ool. Horace H. Brand, was made pnsonei by 

the enemy, but has since been released. . 

My thanks are due to three of your staff— Ool. William M. Cook, 
Richard Gaines, and Thomas L. Snead— for the services which they 
rendered me as volunteer aides, and also to my aide-de-camp, Ool. A. 
W. Jones. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to say to your excellency that the army 
under my command^ botli officers suicl men, did tlieir duty nobly > &b 
became men fighting in defense of their homes and their honor, and 
that they deserve well of their State. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency’s 

obedient servant, STERLING PRICE, 

Major- General, Commanding Missouri State Guard, 
His Excellency Claiborne E. Jaoicson, 

nirvi'i /i.rnnr o f Rtrtf.i i DT MiRROUri. 


[Inclosuro No. 1.1 

Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Cam j) near Kcaisville , Mo., July 20, 1801. 

General : I have the honor to transmit the inclosed order of march, 
which you did me the honor to intrust to me. I have submitted it to 
General Pearce, who approves of it and will be guided by it. Should 
you desire to make any alteration in it, please do so, and return it to 
me at once. If not, and it meets with your approbation, I will thank 
you to have the officers of your command furnished with copies, in order 
that the move may be made with regularity. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McOULLOOH, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Price, 

Commanding Missouri Forces, Gassville s Mo. 

[Inclosuro No. 2.] 

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. McCulloch’s Brigade, 

No. 22. ( Gamp near Keatsville, Mo., July 29, 1801. 

A forward movement of the following-named troops will commence 
from the camp near Cassville as early as practicable on Wednesday, tlie 
31st instant. The troops will move on the State road to Springfield. 
The following will he the order of march by divisions : Six companies 
of well-mounted men of Brigadier-General Rains’ command to form tlie 
advance guard of the army, to be commanded in person by the general 
or some officer designated by him. This force will be habitually kept 
about 10 miles in advance of the infantry, and will keep up constant 
communication with them. The three companies of Captain Harbin’s 
command and Captain Campbell’s company, of General McBride’s com- 
mand, will be under the orders of the officer commanding the advance 
guard, and will be used as flankers. 

The First Division, composed of the following troops, will march in 
the following order : 

1st. Colonel Hebert’s regiment of Louisiana Volunteers. 

2d. The light battery now attached to the regiment. 


i, 



Chat. X.] 


103 


battle of Wilson's creek, mo. 

3d. Lioutenant-Oolonel McRae’s battalion of infantry. 

4th. Colonel Gratiot’s regiment of Arkansas infantry. 

5th. Oolonel Weightman’s command of Missouri troops. 

Should any mounted companies be in Oolonel Weiglitman’s command, 
they will remain and march in rear with the Third Division. 

The Second Division will be composed of the following-named troops, 
and will move from Oassville on the 1st of August in the order below 
stated : 

1st. The infantry of General Price’s command by regiments and bat- 
talions. 

2d. General McBride’s command. 

eld. The infantry and artillery of General Pearce’s command. 

All mounted companies belonging to any of the commands of the Sec- 
ond Division will remain and march with the Third Division. 

The Third Division will be composed of the following commands, and 
will move from Oassville on the 2d of August in the order below stated, 
viz : 

1st. Oolonel Churchill’s regiment of mounted riflemen. 

2d. Oolonel Carroll’s regiment of cavalry. 

3d. Oolonel McIntosh’s regiment of mounted riflemen. 

4th. General Price’s cavalry command. 

5th. All other cavalry not mentioned above. 

All persons now with the army and not forming a part of it and all 
unarmed men will not be allowed to come nearer than one day’s march 
of the rear of the Third Division. 

By order of General McCulloeh : 

jambs McIntosh, 

Captain, C. 8. Army , Adjutant- General of Brigade. 


Ho. 20. 

Report of Incut. Col. L. A. Maclean, 0. S. A., aide-de-camp, of movements, 

August 2. 

Headquarters Advance Guard, 

Camp McIntosh , August 2, 1861. 

Sir : I am directed by Brigadier-General Rains to notify you that 
from information obtained the enemy’s camp at Pawn Spring was sud- 
denly raised at 2 p. m. yesterday, and the entire force marched either 
to Springfield or Wilson’s Oreek, where rumor says they intend making 
a stand. Estimation of enemy’s force, from rumor, not exceeding 12,000. 
Illinois troops coming, bat not arrived. 

Captain Allcorn and two members of Union company killed yesterday 
by our flankers. 

We remain to-day at this point, known as McOulla’s Store. 

I am, sir, with much respect, &c., 

L. A. MACBEAU, 
lieutenant- Colonel , Aide-de- Gamp. 
Col. T. B. Snead, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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j Reports of Brig. Gen. Bon. McCulloch , C. 8. Army, with orders and 

proclamation. 

Headquarters McCui/locjii’s Brigade, 
Battle-field of the Oalc Hills , near Springfield , August 10, 1801. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the enemy, 12,000 strong, at- 
tacked us at daylight this morning. Although they were superior in 
discipline and arms and had gained a strong position, we have repulsed 
them and gained a decided victory. The enemy lied before us at 1 o’clock, 
after eight hours’ hard fighting, leaving many dead and wounded and 
prisoners. 

Sis; pieces of cannon were taken and many small-arms. Among the 
dead we found General Lyon, and sent his body to his successor this 
evening. The loss was also severe on our side. Our men were at great 
disadvantage, on account of the inferior weapons, but they fought gen- 
erally with great bravery. I will as soon as possible send a more de- 
tailed account. 

The Missouri and Arkansas State forces were in the battle under my 
command. Want of arms and discipline made my number compara- 
tively small. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoOULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War ,' Richmond , Va. 


Headquarters MoOullocii’s Brigade, 

Gamp Weightman, near Springfield , Mo., August 12, 1801. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following official report of the 
battle of the Oak Hills on the 10th instant : 

Having taken position about 10 miles from Springfield, I endeavored 
to gain the necessary information of the strength and position of tlie 
enemy stationed in and about tlie town. The information was very 
conflicting and unsatisfactory. I, however, made up my mind to attack 
the enemy in their position, and issued orders on the 9th instant to my 
force to start at 9 o’clock at night to attack at four different points at 
daylight. A few days before General Price, in command of the Missouri 
force, turned over his command to me, and I assumed command of the 
entire force, comprising my own brigade, the brigade of Arkansas 
State forces under General Pearce, and General Price’s command of 
Missourians. 

My effective force was 5,300 infantry, 15 pieces of artillery, and 6,000 
horsemen, armed with flint-lock muskets, rifles, and shot-guns. There 
were other horsemen with the army who were entirely unarmed, and 
instead of being a help, were continually in the way. When the time 
arrived for the night march, it commenced to rain slightly, and fearing, 
from the want of cartridge-boxes, that my ammunition would be ruined, 
I ordered the movement to be stopped, hoping to move the next morn- 
ing. Many of my men had but twenty rounds of ammunition, and 
there was no more to be had. 

While still hesitating in the morning the enemy were reported advanc- 
ing, and I made arrangements to meet him. The attack was made 
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simultaneously at 5.30 a. m. on our right and left flanks, and the enemy 
had gained the positions they desired. General Lyon attacked ns on 
our left, and General Sigel on our right and rear. From these points 
batteries opened upon us. My command was soon ready. The Mis- 
sourians, under Generals Slack, Clark, McBride, Parsons, and Eains, 
were nearest the position taken by General Lyon with his main force. 
They were instantly turned to the left, and opened the battle with an 
incessant lire of small-arms. Woodruff opposed his battery to that of 
the enemy under Captain Totten, and a constant cannonading was kept 
up between these batteries during the battle. Hubert’s regiment of 
Louisiana volunteers and McIntosh’s regiment of Arkansas Mounted 
Riflemen were ordered to the trout, and after passing the battery tinned 
to the left, and soon engaged the enemy with regiments deployed. 
Colonel McIntosh dismounted his regiment, and the two marched up 
abreast to a fence around a large corn field, when they met the left of 
the enemy already posted. 

A terrible conflict of small-arms took place here. The opposing force 
was a body of regular United States infantry, commanded by Captains 
Plummer and Gilbert. Notwithstanding the galling fire poured upon 
these two regiments, they leaped over the fence, and, gallantly led by 
their colonels, drove the enemy before them back upon the main body. 
During this time the Missourians, under General Price, were nobly 
attempting to sustain themselves in the center, and were botly engaged 
on the sides of the height upon which the enemy were posted. Par on 
the right Sigel had opened his battery upon Churchills and Greer’s 
regiments, and had gradually made his way to the Springfield road, 
upon each side of which the army was encamped, and in a prominent 
position had established his battery. I at once took two companies of 
the Louisiana regiment which were nearest me, and marched them 
rapidly from the front and right to the rear, with orders to Colonel 
McIntosh to bring up the rest. 

When we arrived near the enemy’s battery we found that Beid’s 
battery had opened upon it, and it was already in confusion. Advan- 
tage was taken of it, and soon the Louisianians were gallantly charging 
among the guns, and swept the cannoneers away. Five guns were here 
taken, and Sigel’s command, completely routed, were in rapid retreat 
with a single gun, followed by some companies of the Texas regiment 
and a portion of Colonel Major’s Missouri regiment of cavalry. In the 
pursuit many of the enemy were killed and taken prisoners, and their 
last gun captured. 

Having cleared our right and rear, it was necessary to turn all our 
attention to the center, under General Lyon, who was pressing upon 
the Missourians, having driven them back. To this point McIntosh’s 
regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel Embry, and Churchill’s regiment 
on foot, Gratiot’s regiment, and McBae’s battalion were jsent to their 
aid. A terrible fire of musketry was now kept up along the whole side 
and top of the hill upon which the enemy were posted. Masses of 
infantry fell back and again rushed forward. The summit of the hill 
was covered with the dead and wounded. Both sides were fighting 
with desperation for the day. Carroll’s and Greer’s regiments, led 
gallantly by Captain Bradfute, charged the battery (Totten’s), but the 
whole strength of the enemy were immediately in rear, and a deadly 
fire was opened upon them. 

At this critical moment, when the fortunes of the day seemed to be 
at the turning point, two regiments of General Pearce’s brigade were 
ordered to march from their position (as reserves) to support the center. 
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The order was obeyed with alacrity, and General Pearce gallantly 
marched with his brigade to the rescue. Reid’s battery was also 
ordered to move forward, and the Louisiana regiment was again called 
into action on the left of it. The battle then became general, and 
probably no two opposing forces ever fought with greater desperation. 
Inch by mch the enemy gave way, and were driven from their position. 
Tottens battery fell back. Missourians, Arkansans, Louisianians, and 
-lexans pushed forward. The incessant roll of musketry was deafen- 
ing, and the balls fell thick as hailstones, but still our gallant South- 
erners pushed onward, and with one wild yell broke upon the enemy, 
pushing them back and strewing the ground with their dead. Nothing 
could withstand the impetuosity of our final charge. The enemy lied, 
and could not again be rallied, and they were seen at 12 in. fast retreat- 
ing among the hills in the distance. Tims ended the battle. It lasted 
six hours and a half. The three of the enemy, between nine and ten 
thousand, was composed of well-disciplined troops, well armed, and a 
large part of them belonging to the old Army of the United States, 
y ith every advantage on their side they have met with a signal repulse. 
Ihe loss of the enemy is 800 killed, 1,000 wounded, and 300 prisoners. 
We captured six pieces of artillery, several hundred stand of small 
arms, and several of their standards. 

Major-General Lyon, chief in command, was killed, and many of their 
office! s high m rank wounded. 

Our loss was also severe, and we mourn the death of many a gallant 
officer and soldier. Our killed amounts to 205, 800 wounded, and 30 
missing’. ’ 


Captain McAlexander, of Churchill’s regiment; Captains Bell and 
Biown, of Pearces brigade; Lieutenants Walton and Weaver, all fell 

mm-i ( f] ll0bly P l autly dom S their duty. Colonel McIntosh was 
slightly wounded by a grape shot while charging with the Louisiana 

pSnf rffihf e p aUt ' C ° l0il ?i Neal > Ma J- H. Ward, Captains King, 
Peaison, Gibbs, Kamsaur, Iorter, Lieutenants Dawson, Chambers 

while* at ’the* h&d ^ tmd Saddl6r WCre W0Ullde(1 

dis^hniLfoTu^^f’ theirdl ! t - y . so gallantly, it is almost unfair to 
rtf thJovr? » st, i k l? V n ? ri ? g to yo - llr nofcice tlie gallant conduct 

offiep?s M To p ~ M i GBride ’ ? arsons » 01ark > aud Slack, and their 

o?the^ baffle 1 a ! n " llder " nm y obligations for assistance 
on the battle-field. He was at the head of his force, leading them on, 

be . aiing ' Goi,eri!l with his 

Aikansas bngade (Giatiot’s, Walker’s, and Dockery’s regiments of 

the rwooe ken sent for, leading his men 
into the thickest of the fight. _ He contributed much to the success of 
the day. The commanders of regiments of my own brigade— Colonels 

forent^effiSenffi SW 011 ^ 1 *b Hebert, and McRae— led their dif- 

ahvfv^ hf ^ W1 f k fcke 8 Teatest coolness and bravery, 

always in fiont of their men, cheering them on. Woodruff Bledsoe 

execution “lor batt 2 les With great abiIit >'> did mfoli 

execution. Foi those other officers and men who were particularly 

conspicuous I wall refer the Department to the reports of (ho Srent 

STZd s aff 1 mno,] i “ debtea fo? So cooi 

ness and lapidity with which they carried orders about the Held, and 
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. , - . _ - He cheerfully volunteered 

Ins services a« an aide during the battle, and was of much use to me To 
o onel McIntosh, at one time at the head of his regiment and at other 
times in his capacity of adjutant-general, I cannot bestow too much 
praise. Wherever the balls llew thickest he was gallantly leading dif- 
where re ^ imeil ^ s 1I1 ^° a(J tion, and his presence gave confidence every- 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McOULLOCH, 

1 Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. S. Cooper, Adjutant- General C. S. Army. 


Spring-field, Mo., August 13, 1861. 

The battle of the Oak Hills has been fought, and we have gained a 
great victory over the enemy, commanded by General N. Lyon, and the 
battle was fought 10 miles from Springfield. The enemy were nine or ten 
thousand strong ; our forces about the same. The battle lasted six and 
a half hours. Enemy were repulsed and driven from the field, with loss 
of six pieces of artillery, 700 stands of small-arms, 800 killed, 1,000 
wounded, and 300 prisoners. General Lyon was killed and many of 
their prominent officers. Our loss was 265 killed, 800 wounded, and 
30 missing. We have possession of Springfield. The enemy are in full 
retreat towards Bella.* 


Hon. L. P, Walker. 


BEN. McOULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Western Army, 

No. 24. } Camp on Crane Creel, Mo., August 4, 1861. 

The army will move at 12 m. to-night. Colonel Hebert’s regiment of 
Louisiana volunteers, by platoons, with Woodruff’s battery, will form 
the advance guard. The battery will march immediately behind the 
regiment, and the column will keep 200 yards in advance of the main 
army, and attack the enemy as soon as seen. The main army will march 
in the following order : 

First, Colonel Gratiot’s regiment; second, Colonel McBae’s battalion; 
third, Colonel Weightman’s command of infantry and artillery; fourth, 
General Pearce’s infantry and Beid’s battery; sixth, General Price’s 
command of infantry. 

In this column no cavalry or mounted men besides the officers will 
be allowed. These respective commands will form and march in col- 
umn of platoons. Immediately after the infantry General Price will 
place his artillery. The cavalry will follow General Price’s artillery in 
the following order, by fours, and whenever possible by platoons : 

First, Colonel Churchill’s regiment of Arkansas Mounted Biflemen ; 
second, Colonel Carroll’s regiment of cavalry ; third, Colonel McIntosh’s 

* See also McCulloch to Benjamin, December 22, 1861, in “ Correspondence, etc.,” 
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regiment of Mounted Riflemen ; . fourth, Colonel Greer’s regiment of 
Texas volunteers; fifth, General Price’s command of cavalry. 

General Price will order the officer in command of his cavalry, as 
soon as he learns that the enemy is in force, to make a flank movement 
to our left, and the general will, as soon' as the line of battle is formed, 
take command of the left in person. The four other regiments of cav- 
alry above enumerated will at the same time make a flank movement 
to our right, and endeavor to take the enemy in flank. 

All general officers will lead their respective commands wherever 
the larger portion of them are. The regiments and batteries of these 
respective commands which are detached will he led by the immediate 
commanders. This movement will take place in quietness. Neither 
shouting nor beating of drums will be allowed, and, especially on the 
march, strictest silence must he observed. 

. The canteens will all he filled before starting, and one day’s rations 
(cooked) will he carried by each soldier. Each commander of regiment 
and company will see that a sufficient amount of ammunition is carried 
by each man. 

No unarmed man will be permitted to march with or follow the army. 
No -wagons will move with the command. Each regimental commander 
will leave a detachment of men to guard their respective wagon trains. 
The ambulances will move in rear of the army. The general and his 
aides will he distinguished by a white badge on each arm. 

The general takes this occasion to say to his soldiers to look steadily 
to the front. Remember that the eyes of our gallant brothers in arms, 
who have so nobly acquitted themselves in the East, are upon you. 
They are looking for a second victory here. Let us move forward, then, 
with a common resolve, to a glorious victory. 

By order of General McCulloch : 

JAMES MoINTOSH, 

Captain, C. S. Army , and Adjutant- General of Brigade. 

P. S. — Each captain of company will continually caution his men. to 
take aim. As soou as the enemy are driven from their first position, 
colonels of regiments and captains of companies will at once rally their 
companies, and hold them in hand for further orders. 

By order of General McCulloch : 

JAMBS MoINTOSH, 

Captain , C. 8. Army , and Adjutant- General of Brigade. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Western Army, 

No. 27. j Gamp near Springfield, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

The general commanding takes great pleasure in announcing to the 
army under his command the signal victory it has just gained. Soldiers 
of Louisiana, of Arkansas, of Missouri, and of Texas, nobly have you 
sustained yourselves ! Shoulder to shoulder you have met the enemy 
and driven him before you. Your first battle has been glorious, and 
your general is proud of you. The opposing force, composed mostly 
of the old Regular Army of the North, have thrown themselves upon 
you, confident of victory, but by great gallantry and determined courage 
you have entirely routed it with great slaughter. Several pieces of 
artillery and many prisoners are now in your hands. The commander- 
in-chief of the enemy is slain and many of the general officers wounded. 


Ciui’. X.] 
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The Hag of the Confederacy now floats over Springfield, the stronghold 
of the enemy. The friends of our cause who have been imprisoned 
there are released. 

Whilst announcing to the army this great victory, the general hopes 
that the laurels you have gained will not be tarnished by a single out- 
rage. The private property of citizens of either party must be respected. 
Soldiers who fought as you did day before yesterday cannot rob or 
plunder. 

I3v order of G eneral McCulloch : 

J * james mcintosh, 

Captain , 0. S. Army , and Adjutant- General of Brigade. 


PROCLAMATION. 



Spring-field, Mo., August 15 [1861]. 


To the People of Missouri : 

Having been called by the governor ol your State to .assist in driv- 
ing the Federal forces out of the State and in restoring the people to 
tlfoir just rights, I have come among you simply with the view of 
making war upon our Northern foes, to drive them back, and give the 
oppressed of your State an opportunity of again standing up as free- 
men and uttering tlioir true sentiments. You have been overrun and 
trampled upon by the mercenary hordes of the North. Your beautiful 
State has been nearly subjugated, but those true sons of Missouri who 
have continued in arms, together with my force, came back upon the 
enemy, and we have gained over them a great and signal victory. 
Tlioir o’cneral-in-clnof is slain and many ot their other geneial oinceis 
wounded : their army is in full flight, and now, if the true men ot 
Missouri will rise up and rally around their standard, the State will be 


redeemed. ■ „ , 

1 do not come among you to make war upon any of your people, 
whether Union or otherwise. The Union people will be protected in 
their rights and property. It is earnestly recommended to them to 
return to tlieir homes. Prisoners ol the Union party who have been 
arrested by tfie army will bo released and allowed to return to their 
friends, Missouri must be allowed to choose her own destiny ; no oaths 
binding your consciences will be administered. I have driven the 
enemy from among you. The time has now arrived for the people of 
the State to act ; you cannot longer procrastinate. Missouri must now 
take her position, be it North or South. ^ McOULLOOH - 

Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


No. 22 


Report of Ool. T. J. Churchill, First Arkansas Mounted Rifles. 

Camp on Wilson’s Creek, August 10, 1861. 
General : I have the honor to report that about breakfast the enemy 
pence! one of their batteries upon my camp. Being m an open field 
bud exposed to a raking fire of grape and shell, and not suppoited by 
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any of our own batteries, I fell back to the woods, and there formed my 
regiment. I then moved dowu the road in the direction of Springfield. 
Having reached the hollow, I was met by an aide of General Price, 
asking for a re- enforcement to come to the support of General Slack. 
I instantly moved up my regiment to his aid amid a shower of grape 
and musketry, and took my position on his left, and ordered my men 
to commence firing. We disputed the ground there with the enemy 
inch by inch, for about three or four hours, amidst a most terrific fire 
from their battery, posted on the hill, supposed to be Totten’s, and con- 
tinued volleys of musketry. I there encountered the forces commanded 
by General Lyon in person, mostly all regulars, with a regiment of 
Iowa troops. The battle raged fiercely, and the firing scarcely ceased 
for a moment. The contest seemed doubtful. At times we would drive 
them up the hill, and in turn they would -rally and cause us to fall 
back. At length we shouted and made a gallant charge and drove 
them over the hill. 

At this moment the Louisiana regiment, with Colonel Dockery, flanked 
them upon my left, made a charge, and drove them completely from 
the field. This was the last position they abandoned, and the last 
stand they made. In the engagement I had two horses shot under me. 
The adjutant, James Harper, was shot down, mortally wounded, at his 
post, with his sword in hand, leading and cheering on the men. The 
sergeant-major, A. T. Roberts, was wounded in the shoulder while 
leading on the left. My volunteer aide, A. H. Sevier, was wounded in 
the breast while encouraging our men to stand by their colors, and had 
to be taken from tlie field. The lieutenant-colonel and major evinced 
great bravery and gallantry in leading their different wings to the 
charge $ and I must say that no men displayed greater coolness than 
they did upon the field. Captain McAlexander was killed advancing 
on the enemy at the head of his company. At the same time fell Lieu- 
tenants Dawson, Chambers, and Johnson ; Captains Eamsaur and 
Porter, and Lieutenants Thomas King, Adams, Hardesty, and Mclvor 
severely wounded. Captains Pearson and Gibbs and Lieutenants Sad- 
dler, Whir, and Head slightly wounded. Major Harper at one time 
was taken prisoner by the enemy, but made his escape. Captain Rey- 
nolds was thrown from his horse early in the action, and was cut off 
from his company. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the officers of my command, 
for they were ever seen in the thickest of the fight, cheering on their 
men, who always gallantly responded to the call. 

I lost in the engagement 42 killed and 155 wounded. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

T. J. CHURCHILL, 

Commanding First Regiment Arkansas Mounted Riflemen. 

Brig. Gen. B. McCulloch, Commanding . 


Ko. 23. 

Report of Col. James McIntosh , Second Arkansas Mounted Rifles. 

Hdqrs. Second Reg-’t Arkansas Mounted Riflemen, 
Camp Weight-man, Mo., August 12, 1861. 
General : I have the honor to state that at the opening of the bat- 
tle of the Oak Hills, on the 10th instant, I left you to lead my regiment 
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into action. I .moved forward with it to the front, going through a 
terrible lire of grape shot and shells, until I reached the Louisiana regi- 
ment. I immediately dismounted my men, and ordered them to face to 
the left and attack the right o± the enemy. I led them through a dense 
thicket to a tence surrounding a corn field, where we became closely 
engaged with the enemy. My men and those of the Louisiana regiment 
were suffering from a deadly lire. I rode forward to the latter regiment, 
and told it, with my regiment, to charge the enemy. I was followed by 
a greater portion oi both regiments, and wo drove the enemy before us 
and swept them from tbe corn field and back to their rear. 

A portion of the Louisiana regiment was then called for by Genera] 
McCulloch, and he requested me to assist him in moving other regi- 
ments into action. The command of the regiment then devolved upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Embry, who gallantly led it through the fight to vic- 
tory. My officers behaved in this first light with great bravery and cool- 
ness. Captains Gipson, King, Brown, Arrington, Witherspoon, Parker. 
Gambol, and Flanagin all deserve great credit for the manner in which 
they led their companies. The regiment lost 10 killed and 41 wounded* 
Captain King was wounded. Orderly Sergeant Spencer was conspicu- 
ous lor his gallantry. He was wounded while leading on his men. I 
submit Lieutenant- Colonel Embry’s report with mine. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

JAMES MclHTOSH, 

Col. Second RegH Ark. Mounted Riflemen , Comdg. RegH. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. MoCullooii, Commanding. 


Ho. 24. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Benjamin T. JEmbrg , Second Arkansas Mounted 

Rifles. 

Oaic Hills, Greene County, Mo., August 11, 1861. 

Sir: I hereby submit the following report of the operations of tbe 
Second Regiment of Arkansas Mounted Riflemen, under your command, 
at the battle of Oak Hills : 

While at breakfast on the morning of the 10th instant, the regiment 
was surprised by the opening of the enemy’s batteries on the western 
heights of Oak Hills, but at the call of the bugle the regiment rallied 
immediately, mounted, and formed in line of battle in good order, you 
at the time being at General McCulloch’s headquarters. I marched the 
regiment to the timber north of Captain Woodruff’s battery, to shield 
them from the fire of the enemy’s batteries on tbe west, and dismounted 
them, at which time you made your appearance and took charge of the 
regiment, and in person led them in a charge upon a division of the 
regular Federal troops stationed upon our north. In the charge many 
of the enemy were slain and the rest repulsed. From some misunder- 
standing in regard to orders, only about half the regiment participated 
in the action at this point. 

About this time, your services being needed or required upon other 
portions of the. field, General McCulloch ordered me to move the regi- 
ment to the hills to the west, where a close and bloody contest was 
going on. I did so immediately, and in a short time after reaching the 


Nominal list shows 11 killed and 44 wounded. 
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scene of action tlie regiment became engaged with the enemy. We re- 
mained here for an hour and a half, at different times skirmishing with 
the enemy. The enemy then made a desperate charge, in which they 
were repulsed. At this point we had several killed and wounded. I 
then caused the regiment to fall back to the creek, as we were informed 
the enemy’s cavalry were preparing to make a charge; I wishing to 
place the regiment in a position to receive them. After remaining there 
and resting we ascended the hill again, but did not become engaged. 
About that time the enemy ceased firing and retreated. 

Killed, 10 ; wounded, 44.* Of the 64 killed and wounded, were .1 
captain and 2 second lieutenants and 8 non-commissioned officers 
wounded, and 1 non-commissioned officer killed. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

BENJ. T. EMBRY, 

Lieutenant- Qoloncl. 

Col. James McIntosh. 


No. 25. 

Report of Lieut. Col, I). McRae, commanding Arkansas Battalion . 

Camp near Wilson’s Creek, 

Greene County , Mo., August 11, 1861. 

General: I have tire honor to make the following report of the 
action of the battalion of Arkansas volunteers commanded by me in 
the action on yesterday, the 10th ultimo : 

About G o’clock a. in. I was ordered to form in tire rear of Colonel 
Hebert’s regiment of Louisiana volunteers. I then moved up to the 
Springfield road, and formed to the. left of the Louisiana regiment, in 
front of Captain Woodruff’s artillery. After remaining there a short 
time, according to your orders I countermarched battalion and moved 
off across the valley, to take and hold possession of an eminence 
towards the southwest of our first position. Unfortunately, a little 
before my command reached the long hill a column of mounted men 
broke through my column, cutting off from me all of my command but 
one company and a few files of the second company. 

With this force I proceeded to the summit of the hill and formed my 
ineu, deployed as skirmishers, near a road leading in a northerly direc- 
tion. When I first, arrived upon the lull it was thronged with scattered 
fragments of mounted men. A short time after forming upon tlie 
hill a battery about 100 yards south of me opened a heavy lire. I 
at once sent some of the mounted men to find out whether they were 
our Mends or not. They reported them as friends. I sent them out 
some several times, and they invariably reported the battery as being 
Weightman’s. Thick brush intervening, I was unable to distinguish 
for myself. However, suspecting from the direction of their shot that 
they were enemies, I sent two of my men to reconnoiter, who reported 
them as enemies. I at once charged at trail arms. ' Upon getting 
withing twenty paces of the road I saw a heavy body of men moving 
off rapidly. I at once opened fire, and they fled. I at once halted, and 
formed my men so as to sweep the road. Another column then came 
up, and upon my ordering them to halt and demanding who they were, 


Nominal litjt oiuittod. 
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ill answer hurrahed for the South. They being- clothed like our own 
men, and claiming to belong to the South', deceived me until the greater 
part of their column had passed. Wo then opened fire on their rear. I 
then wheeled to the left and met the Louisiana regiment at the enemy’s 
battery. There learning that the enemy were forming again upon the 
road north of me, I at once proceeded in that direction with the whole 
of my battalion (the other three companies having joined me at the 
point where said battery had been placed). Finding that the enemy 
had not rallied in reach, I returned to camp. 

I will state that owing to the irregular movements of horsemen, I 
was deprived of almost two-thirds of my force until the action was over. 
I would further state that during the action it was impossible at any 
considerable distance to distinguish our Mends from the enemy. Sev- 
eral persons were taken by my command who have been turned over. 
In my command I had 2 men killed, 1 mortally wounded, 1 severely 
wounded, and 5 slightly wounded. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. McIlAE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Arkansas Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch. 


No. 26. 

Report of Col. Louis Hebert, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

Headquarters Third Regiment La. Yols., 

Camp at Wilson’s Springs, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part that my regiment took in 
the battle of the Oak Hills, on Saturday, the 10th instant. Aroused by 
yourself early in the morning, I formed my regiment, and following the 
direction of Capt. James McIntosh, brigade adjutant-general, followed 
the Springfield road for a short distance to a narrow" by-road flanked 
on both sides by the thickest kind of underbrush and on one side by a 
rail fence. This road led to a cornfield. At the moment of deploying 
in line of battle, and when only two companies had reached their posi- 
tion, the enemy opened their fire on our front, within fifteen paces at 
the most. Deploying the other companies, an advance was ordered, led 
gallantly and bravely by Captain McIntosh, to whom I owe all thanks 
for assistance. The enemy was posted behind a fence and in the corn 
field. The companies moved up bravely, broke the enemy, pursued 
them into the corn field, and routed them completely. 

On emerging from the corn field the regiment found themselves in a 
naked oat field, where a battery on the left opened upon us a severe 
fire. The order was given to fall back to a wooded ground higher up 
to the right. This order was obeyed, bnt by some misunderstanding 
the right of the regiment and some of the left were separated from the 
left, and found themselves under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hyums, who there received your orders to march to the attack on 
Si gel’s battery and command on the left of the field of battle. His 
report is herewith transmitted, giving an account of the operations of 
his battalion up to the time of ray joining him. I remained myself near 
the above-named corn field, rallying and reforming the left wing. Suc- 
ceeding in forming two companies into a detachment of .some 100 men, 
8 R R— ■ VOL III 
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and passed beyond them without knowing we had them, except those 
companies immediately in front of the guns. The standard-bearer, h elix 
dialer, of Pelican Rangers No. 1, of the regiment, behaved with great 
coolness and courage, advancing our banner to the trout m every charge. 
Corporal Hicock, of Shreveport Rangers ; Private 1. P. II ’yarns, of 1 eli- 
can Rangers No. 1, and Corporal Gentles, of Pelican Rides, rushed m 
forward and captured one cannon that was in the rear of the first guns 
captured, about 100 yards, where they killed the only man that re- 
mained with his gun, the rest of the cannoneers having abandoned the 
gun at their approach. Orderly Sergeant Alphonse Prudhomme is re- 
ported to have cheered and acted with coolness. The color company 
stuck to the colors, as did the Shreveport Rangers, and all rallied to 

the flag. _ . ,, , 

I cannot speak too highly of the courage and bravery of all our gal- 
lant officers and men in this charge. It is impossible to say what com- 
pany was in advance where all obeyed orders and went so gallantly 
into* action. But for the unfortunate casualty created by our own bat- 
tery firing into our fi<iiik ctnd raking us } killing several and wounding' 
many, wo would liavc luid but few regrets* Poor XIieock ? oi. the blireve- 
liort Rangers, after liis gallant conduct, was shot through the breast, 
ten steps in advance of the regiment, in driving the enemy from the 
corn field round the large white house. 

Here I beg to call attention to the gallantry and bravery of Colonel 
McIntosh, who conducted us to the point of attack. Quartermaster 1. 
Johnson, of our regiment, was of great assistance, and behaved with 
distinguished bravery. We rolled their captured g'uns down the hill, 
and one cannon was conducted with its horses to our artillery. Y\ e 
were then marched back to the valley below the hill, and were m line 
when you joined us with the rest of the regiment. You, having resinned 
command, are familiar with the rest. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. M. II x A Mb, 

Lieut. Col. Third Regiment Louisiana Volunteers. 
Colonel Hubert, Third Louisiana Regiment. 



No. 28. 

Report of Maj. W. -F. Timnard, Third Louisiana Infantry. 

Hdqes. Pelican Rifles, August 12, 1801. 

Sir: In the battle of the Oak Hills, in command of the left wing, I 
assisted in getting them in position, and charged the enemy tin ough 
the bushes to the cornfield. After the retreat of the enemy under the 
charge I found the regiment divided and scattered. I then rallied as 
many as possible of the left (the right having been led off by the lieu- 
tenant-colonel), and on forming in an open field we received the fire ot 
the enemy’s battery, in which we lost two killed and several wounded. 
We then 'formed under cover of a hill in a field, where we were taken 
command of by yourself in person. In marching to join the right wmg, 



■ 



Chap. X.] 


117 


BATTLE OE WILSONS GREEK, MO. 

near the ford in the road, we were again fired on, wounding several and 
shooting my horse, and I then accompanied the regiment on foot. Noth- 
ing more occurred (the battery of the enemy having been taken by the 
right wing before we reached it) worthy of notice except the wounding 
of three of our men by the accidental discharge of a musket by one of 
the Moreliouse Fencibles. 

Respectfully, 

W. F. TITNNARD, 

Major, Third Regiment Louisiana Volunteers. 
Col. L. Hubert, Third Regiment Louisiana Volunteers. 


No. 29. 

Report of Gapt. John P. Vigilini , Third Louisiana Infantry. 

Headquarters Pelican Rifles, 

Gamp Jackson , Ark., September 7, 1801. 

Dear Sir : To you, as former captain of the brave company I now 
luive (lie honor to command, I deem it my duty to acquaint you of the 
part taken by the Pelican Rifles in the capture of Sigel’s battery at the 
battle of Oak Hills : 

General McCulloch, finding that Colonel Sigel had placed his batteries 
in a position where they were doing terrible execution in the ranks of 
the Arkansas and Missouri troops, who were attacking Lyon’s forces 
and Totten’s battery, determined that it must be taken. Accordingly 
he ordered the Louisiana regiment to do so, he leading us in person. 
We started with about 300 men, the regiment having been much scat- 
tered in the first fight in the woods and two companies being with you, 
fighting the cavalry under Major Sturgis, on the left of Totten. The 
Pelican Rifles and Iberville Greys, under my command, were on the 
right, and thus marched until we were within thirty or forty yards of 
the battery, which was on a steep hill. When within the above-named 
distance a man appeared on the edge of tbe hill. The general then 
ordered us to halt, aud asked the man whose forces those were. He 
replied, u Sigel’s regiment,” at the same time raising his rifle to shoot, but 
ere he had time to execute his design the sharp crack of a Mississippi 
rifle carried a messenger of death to him, and thus to Corporal Henry 
Gentles, of my company, belongs the honor of having saved the general’s 
life. The general then turned to me and said, u Captain, take your 
company up and give them h— 1.” I then ordered my company forward, 
and was followed by the remainder of the regiment. 

When near the top of the hill I ordered a halt, and went up to see 
the position of the enemy, and was followed by your son, Serg. Will- 
iam H. Tunuard. I was much surprised to find myself in front of 
and about fifteen feet of the battery. I asked them who they were, 
when your son answered and said, u Look at their Dutch faces.” We 
immediately fell back, and they fired two guns over us ; the shot from 
one, as I afterwards learned, struck your horse as you were leading the 
left to our support. I then ordered, u Fire,” when all fired and charged 
the battery, the enemy falling hack and retreating into a corn field, 
where they were followed by our men and shot down as they attempted 
to escape. We then returned to the battery we bad taken and found 
the guns all in good order. A fire from Reid’s battery (which was ours) 
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made us give way once, and killed Captain Hinson and his brother-in- 
law, Private Whetstone, of the Morehouse Guards. 

Hack and every member behaved with great coolness and bravery, 
and when the word was given to forward, they responded with a deter- 
mination that would do credit to old soldiers. 

Oil the morning after the battle General McCulloch and Adjutant- 
General McIntosh congratulated me for the manner in which my com- 
pany led the charge and for the coolness and bravery which they ex- 
hibited upon that occasion. In communicating this to you, I do so that 
you may know that the Pelican Hides are worthy of all honors bestowed 
upon them, and that Baton itougo may well be proud of those who rep- 
resent her in the great struggle in the southwest of Missouri. 

I have the honor to be, major, your obedient servant, 

’ JOHN P. VIGILINI, 

Pelican Bifles , Third Begiment Louisiana Volunteers. 

Maj. W. P. Tunnard. 


Ho. 30. 

Report of Ool. JEJ. Greer, South Kansas- Texas Begiment. 

Rdqes. South Kmnsas-TexAs Pediment, 0. S. Army, 

August 12, 1861. 

I beg leave to submit to you the following report of my command 
during the battle of the 10th instant : 

About sunrise I received orders to report my regiment at the ford of 
the creek on the public road to Springfield. The officer of your staff 
who delivered the order stated that the enemy had fired upon some of 
our soldiers. Our horses at the time were saddled and our guns and 
ammunition ready to be used. Almost simultaneously it was evident 
that the enemy in strong force had brought on a general engagement. 
The different companies of the regiment formed as rapidly as possible. 
I immediately determined to cross the ford oi>posite General Pearce’s 
command and charge the battery of the enemy on the hill. About half 
of the companies had marched out of the field in which we had been 
encamped, when I found that the other companies did not move out. I 
sent the adjutant back to where they were, with orders to have them 
join the other portion of the command. 

By this time the enemy had appeared in the field, had planted several, 
pieces of artillery, and had opened fire on my remaining companies. 
They were formed under command of Major Chilton. It was evidently 
the intention of the enemy to cut off this battalion from the first, which 
had passed out. When reaching the ford the road was blocked up with 
wagons. While trying to clear the road and pass around the wagons 
as well as I could, Captain Bradfnte, one of the general’s aides, rode up, 
and stated that the main body of the enemy was up the creek on the 
west side of the stream on a large hill. I at once moved five companies 
of my regiment round to the left, the remaining companies having be- 
come" separated from them. It was evident that the hottest of the fight 
was raging in that direction. 

I about this time received orders from General McCulloch to flank 
the enemy on their right. I ordered Colonel Carroll and his regiment 
to move up and take their position in line on a hill, and that I would 
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move my regiment sufficiently far and beyond Lis to flank the enemy. 
The fight along our right as we moved up was very fierce and hotly 
contested. Wlien I thought the five companies I had with me of iny 
command had moved sufficiently far, 1 ordered a charge upon the enemy. 
This was done, with a shout for Texas. The enemy was thrown into 
considerable confusion. Some of them left without firing their guns, 
others stood still until we had nearly rode upon them, then fired and 
fled ; others concealed themselves in the bushes and shot at us as we 
passed. Several of my men were killed and wounded in this charge. I 
would have attempted to charge the main body of the enemy’s forces 
still farther to our right, but for the fact that we would have been ex- 
posed to the fire not only of the enemy, hut of our own guns. It was 
very evident that they were embarrassed by the cavalry force, which 
still flanked them, and were at a loss what to do. This gave our army 
encouragement and enabled them to strengthen their position. The 
enemy moved several wagons and a portion of their force back. Soon 
they showed themselves beyond us in considerable numbers, supported 
by wliat I took to be three pieces of artillery. They were intimidated, 
and were, never brought into the action. 

At this time the firing seemed considerably to abate on both sides. 
Here I remained for some time watching the movements of the enemy. 
Being entirely separated from the rest of our army, I then moved my 
companies back, so as to siqvport our infantry on their left, at which point 
1 sent to General McCulloch, and received orders from him to take posi- 
tion on a hill north of and near the main road. Here I was joined by 
the balance of my command. 

I was informed that Colonel Sigel, with about 200 men, with two 
pieces of artillery, had left the field with the intention of burning or 
destroying our train, which was just coming up from Fort Smith. I 
immediately forwarded Captains Mabry’s and Bussell’s companies, also 
a company from Lieutenant-Colonel Major’s command, to follow after 
and capture said Sigel and command, which they did. 

For a more specific account of wliat they did you are referred to the 
report made to me by Captain Mabry, marked Exhibit A,* and here- 
unto attached. 

Soon alter this I was ordered to report at headquarters. I was sent 
with my regiment, accompanied by Colonel Carroll and his regiment, 
out to follow after and capture a body of the enemy, who it was said 
had left in an easterly direction with some artillery. After we had 
gone about 2 miles it was evident, from the dead and wounded along 
the road, that some one in advance of us had followed up the enemy. 
1 afterwards ascertained that it was when the companies sent by me 
had passed them. When we had reached the place where the enemy’s 
cannon had been captured, and most of those who had been with it 
either captured or killed, we took a road leading to Springfield. This 
road we followed for several miles. Finding none of our enemies who 
had been in tlie engagement, we returned to the battle-field about sun- 
down!, Colonel Carroll’s regiment co-operated with me in most of the 
movements of the day. 

Captain Dalrymple’s company, from Arkansas, which had previously 
been attached to my command, it is due to say, conducted itself very 
gallantly. 


Not found. 
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Tlie following is a list of tlie killed, wounded,- and missing from my 
regiment in the battle of the 10th instant.* 

A number of horses were killed and wounded belonging to those of 
my command. 

I am satisfied, from what came under my immediate observation, 
that it was difficult at times to distinguish between our friends and foes 
during the light. This, if possible, should be the better provided for in 
future. 

In conclusion, it is due that I should mention the gallant bearing of 
Lieut. Col. W. P. Lane in the battle. He had his horse shot under him 
in the charge, and fought on foot until he mounted another horse (whose 
rider had been killed), and continued the fight. 

Adjutant AT. D. Ector and the balance of my staff, together with 
Captains Winston, Cunfby, Taylor, Short, Hale, and others, acted with 
great gallantry during the whole battle. 

The balance of my officers and command were separated from me for 
several hours by a misunderstanding of the order, but from the account 
given of them they acted bravely and gallantly. 

E. GREEK, 

Colonel , Commanding , and Acting 'Brigadier- General. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Commanding , C. /S'. Army. 


Ho. 31. 


Report of Copt. J. G. Reid , commanding Reid’s Vattcry. 


Headquarters Reid’s Light Battery, 

In Camp , August 11, 1801. 

Sir: At the commencement of the battle on yesterday morning we 
were ordered by Captain McIntosh to take a position on the hill south- 
east of the camping grounds, supported by G eneral Pearce’s Fourth and 
Fifth Regiments of Infantry. We immediately got into position, and 
remained so for one hour, at the end of which time our lirst lire opened 
on the enemy’s battery on the hill to our left. We disabled the enemy’s 
battery after a lire of about three minutes. The Louisiana regiment 
then carried it. 

We were then ordered by Captain McIntosh to bring our battery into 
position directly west of the camping ground, distance about one-lialf 
mile, where we again opened fire upon the enemy for about five minutes, 
when we received orders from Captain McIntosh, to cease firing, the 
enemy being entirely repulsed. We were then ordered back to our 
camping grounds. 

I have the honor, sir, to state that only one man received a slight 
wound during our entire engagement— Private Ben. Huff. One horse 
lost in second engagement. 

Among the men who were attached to the battery it is impossible to 
say that any failed to fill the most sanguine expectations as to their 
courage; but among them I desire to mention Lieutenant Wilcox and 
Sergeant Loudermilk as displaying great coolness and bravery during 
the engagement. 

I have the honor, sir, to be, yours, most respectfully, 

„ . J. G. REID, 

Captain , Commanding Reid’s light Battery . 
Brigadier-General McCulloch. 


■' Nominal list of casualties, omitted, sliows : Killed, enlisted men, 4: wounded, officers, 
1, enlisted men, 21; missing, enlisted men, 6. 
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Ho. 32. 

Report of Brig. Gen, JV , B. Pearce , commanding First Division , Army of 

Arkansas. 

IIdqrs. First Division, Army of Arkansas, 

Gamp near Springfield , Jib., August 11, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the engage- 
ment of yesterday : 

At about 5 o’clock a. m. one of my escort came hastily into camp and 
informed me that the enemy were in force a short distance to the east 
o± camp. About the same time Captain Carroll informed me that Gen- 
eral McCulloch had received information of their approach on the west. 
I immediately formed the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Infantry, Arkansas 
Volunteers, and posted them as follows: The Fourth and Fifth on the 
heights to the east to support Reid’s battery, which had been ordered 
posted there. Woodruff’s battery was ordered to take position on the 
eminence north of camp, and the Third Infantry ordered to support it. 
1 took position with the Fourth and Fifth Infantry and Reid’s battery, 
holding Captain Carroll’s company of cavalry in reserve in the ravine. 
Soon the enemy (General Sigel’s brigade) appeared in our rear in the 
field formerly occupied by General Churchill’s cavalry. They had in- 
fantry, cavalry, and artillery, but being some distance off, I was unable 
to determine the character of this force, as they displayed no flag until 
they marched across the field and had fired several rounds with their 
artillery. With a glass I discovered the Stars and Stripes unfurled, and 
at once ordered Captain Reid to open on them, which he did with ter- 
rific effect. I am informed the enemy lost several killed and wounded, 
and several artillery horses killed by this lire enabled the infantry of 
Colonel Hebert’s regiment to charge and take the battery. The move- 
ment of* the enemy appearing to be directed to our left, I ordered Col. 
F. A. Rector to take command of the Fourth and three companies of 
the Fifth and support the battery, and hold his position at all hazards. 
Colonel McIntosh informed me that the enemy was pressing our right 
on the west. I sent two pieces of artillery from Reid’s battery and 
seven companies of the Fifth to their assistance, and went myself and 
took the Third, Colonel Gratiot commanding, and led it into action. 
Here was the fiercest and most terrific part of the battle. Here our 
volunteers met and repulsed the regular troops of the Federal Army. 
Colonel McIntosh arrived with the artillery and seven companies of the 
Fifth, and entered into the light with all the vigor and determination 
of veterans. I deem it lost time for me to attempt to sound the praises 
of the bravo and chivalrous McIntosh. Always in the midst of the 
light cheering and leading his men forward to victory, his name and 
conduct were a host in our behalf. 

In this part of the engagement many of the gallant Third fell. We 
mourn the loss of the gallant Captain Bell, the chivalrous and gentle- 
manly Captain Brown, the noble and brave Lieutenant Walton. Among 
onr wounded are Lieutenant-Colonel Heal, of the Fifth Infantry, aucl 
Major Ward, of the Third. A full report of casualties is hereto ap- 
pended. Captain Woodruff’s battery was engaged early in the action 
against Totten’s (Federal) battery, and drove it back, and afterwards, 
when the enemy were retreating, did efficient service by playing on 
them in their retreat. We are pained here to have to record the death 
of Lieutenant Weaver, of this battery, who acted gallantly, and received 
the death-wound by a cannon ball while sighting his gun. 
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Colonel Carroll’s cavalry was engaged in a part of tlie field away 
from my view, and I herewith submit his report in full. I am informed 
that the, officers and men of his regiment did efficient service in charging 
the battery of the enemy. The Fourth Infantry, Colonel Walker, was 
placed in a trying position, especially for new troops, grape shot, shell, 
and minie halls flying around them and no chance of returning the lire. 
Much praise is due Colonel Hector for the coolness displayed in remain- 
ing in position, as well as to the officers of the regiment for their efforts 
to the same effect, for at this part of the field was supposed would be 
the main light, and on my return to this part of the field, finding the 
artillery withdrawn from the height, I ordered General Parsons’ battery 
to take position formerly occupied by Captain Reid’s battery, aud an 
advance movement to the east of half a mile by the fourth and third 
companies of the Fifth, supported by Captain Carroll’s company of 
cavalry, to give the enemy battle, should he desire it; but the Louisiani- 
ans, under Colonel Hebert, had fully satisfied Colonel Si gel, and ho re- 
treated without giving us another chance at him. Colonel Carroll’s 
regiment, though badly fatigued, was ordered to proceed on the Spring- 
field road in pursuit of the enemy, which duty he performed with his 
usual promptness and ability. 

My thanks are especially due to the officers of the several regiments 
for the promptness and ability with which they obeyed, and to the men 
for the determined manner in which they executed, all iny orders. To 
particularize I would have to send in a full roster. I am particularly 
indebted to Colonel Rector for the ability displayed during the engage- 
ment; to Commissary-General Grace, who was with me when I led the 
Third into action and remained in the thickest of the fight, aiding and 
urging the men on to victory ; also to my aide, Major Cline, who was by 
my side in the thickest of the fight; also to Mr. Samuel Mitchell, Messrs. 
Brown, Taylor, and Dawson, for conveying orders during the engage- 
ment as volunteer aides; also to Surgeon-General Smith, and to the 
surgeons of the regiments for their kind attention to the wounded. 

Our loss has been heavy, but a great victory is ours. Peace to the 
ashes of the dead and immortality to the names of tlie defenders of the 
lovely South. Early in the action Captain Jefferson was sent to recon- 
noiter the enemy and was taken prisoner, and is still in their hands. 

I respectfully call the attention of the general to the praiseworthy 
conduct of Colonels Gratiot, Carroll, and Dockery ; also to Lieutenant- 
Colonels Neal and Provence, the former of whom was badly wounded 
and the latter was continually in the midst of the battle ; also to Majors 
Ward and Featkerston. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

FT. B. PEARCE, 

Brig, Gen., Comely. First Division, Army of Arkansas. 

General McCulloch. 
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Consolidated report 


oj casualties in the Arkansas State forces in the action 
1801. 


of August 10, 
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Not engaged. 

Captain Jefferson captured. 

Third Infantry, / 

Womlruii'H battery, 3 

Emirtli Infantry 

Fill It Infantry. " 

3 
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1 

General stall 

1 

Total 



33 

113 

i 

150 



A. H. CLINE, 

Major and A, D. 0. 


No. 33. 

Report of Col. John R. Gratiot , Third Arkansas Infantry . 

Battle-Ground upon Wilson’s Creek, Mo., 

August 11, 1861. 

Sir: Early upon tlie morning of the 10th of August my regiment 
was summoned by tlie report that the enemy had taken us by surprise 
and were upon us. As soon as the regiment was formed it was ordered 
to an adjacent hill, occupied by Captain Woodruff’s battery, to support 
it, where it remained some hours under a fire of shot and shell. At 
about 11.30 o’clock a. m. yourself in person gave orders for my regiment 
to move on to tlie scene of action and attack a battery and a large force 
then forming on the north side of Wilson’s Creek, on the ridge, and in 
the woods. _ I proceeded to execute the order under a heavy lire of shot 
and shell from the enemy’s batteries, crossed the creek, and inarched 
up the ridge by a Hank movement and in column of fours. I advanced 
until wo came near the enemy. We then faced toward them, and 
marched in line of battle about fifty paces, when we were attacked by 
a large force of the enemy in front and on the left flank. 

At this moment a battery commenced playing upon our left flank, 
enfilading the entire regiment with grape, canister, and shell. So ter- 
rific was the fire, that my regiment was obliged to lie down, and then 
commenced firing in that position. We remained in this attitude for 
about thirty minutes, firing with deadly effect, silencing the fire of the 
artillery and infantry upon our left and driving the enemy in front. 
We remained upon the ground long after the enemy had fled and all 
firing ceased. 

During the action, I am sorry to say, we were very much annoyed, 
and some of the casualties hereafter mentioned are to be attributed to 
the fire of our own friends, who formed behind us and lower down upon 
the hill, and fired through my ranks after the fire had ceased from the 
enemy. Attached herewith find a report of casualties, which will show 
the heavy fire under which v T e were placed.* 

Of my regiment I must speak in the highest terms for their coolness, 
prompt obedience, and daring courage, and although but few of them 


See incloaure to report No. 32. 
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had ever been upon a battle-field, they maintained their position for 
thirty minutes under one of the most galling fires ever delivered upon 
a regiment by 1,500 or 2,000 Federal troops, besides being enfiladed by 
a heavy battery. They stood their ground, delivering their fire with 
deadly effect and extreme rapidity. 

I must here mention in terms of high approbation, the conduct of my 
lieutenant-colonel, David Provence, for his coolness, skill, and gallant 
bearing during the whole action, his example having a powerful inilu- 
enoe in keeping the men steady and eool. Major Ward behaved with 
great gallantry ; also Captain Sparks and Ins company; Captain ITart 
and company; Captain Brown, up to the time ol liis death, and Lieu- 
tenant King, afterward in command of the company ; Captain Bell, up 
to the time of his death. These companies bore the heat of the action, 
and distinguished themselves by their gallant conduct, and the conduct 
of the officers and men throughout was so universally gallant and 
courageous, that it is hard to make personal distinctions. 

Af ter my regiment had silenced all firing upon the north side of 
Wilson’s Greek, tears were entertained that the enemy were collecting 
in force with a view of attacking Woodruff’s battery, which yet re- 
mained upon the ground that it had occupied during the day. My 
regiment was again ordered to the support of this battery, where we 
remained until ordered into camp by General McCulloch. As Captain 
Woodruff’s battery was attached to my regiment, I feel it my duty to 
say something in reference to the services of Captain Woodruff and liis 
battery. The execution which this battery did in the enemy’s ranks 
was prodigious, and its influence was sensibly felt in achieving the 
fortunes of the day, men and officers behaving with great coolness 
and courage. 

JOHN It. GRATIOT, 
Colonel Third Regiment Arkansan Volunteers. 

Brigadier -General Pearce. 


'No. 34. 

Report of Col. J. I). Walker , Fourth Arkansas Infantry. 

In Camp on Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 11, 1801. 

The Fourth Regiment, on the morning of the 10th, was placed under 
the command of Adjutant- General Rector, who remained in command 
during the day. This regiment was not brought into immediate action, 
being stationed upon the hill for the protection of Reid’s battery, and 
although exposed to danger from the lire of the enemy, all the officers 
and men of the regiment behaved with the greatest promptness and 
coolness in all their movements during the day. There were none 
killed or wounded in the Fourth Regiment. 

I have the honor to' be, respectfully, &c., 

J. D. WALKER, 

Colonel Fourth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General Pearce. 
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Ho. 35. 

Report of Col Tom. P. Dockery, Fifth Arkansas Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fifth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, 

Gamp Wilson's Creek , Mo., August 11, 1801. 

Sir : In conformity with military usage, I respectfully submit the 
following as a chronicle of the memorable occurrences of yesterday : 

About sunrise an attack was commenced on Churehiil’s regiment, 
■which was posted below my command and on the opposite side of the 
creek, about 1 mile distant. Simultaneously an attack was made on 
the opposite side of the encampment of the main army. Instantly on 
the alarm being given my regiment was ordered into line, which order 
was promptly obeyed. Reid’s battery of artillery had been posted on 
the height southeast of our encampment, and the Fifth Regiment of 
Arkansas Volunteers was ordered to occupy the height as a guard for 
the battery. We remained in that position about two hours, and there 
being no indications of an attack from the direction of the position in 
which Churchill’s regiment had been posted, Captains Tits worth’s, Dis- 
mukes’, Real’s, Dowd’s, Whaling’s, and Lawrence’s companies, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Heal, were ordered to support the 
Third Regiment of Louisiana Volunteers and the Third Regiment of 
Arkansas Volunteers, which had been exposed to a wasting" fire from 
the main body of the enemy (who were posted on an eminence on the 
west of our encampment) from the commencement of the attack. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Heal moved, promptly forward, and while gallantly lead- 
ing the charge he fell severely wounded. I immediately took command 
of the battalion and led them on to the attack. 

I must, in justice to my own feelings, say that Captains Titsworth, 
Disumkes, Heal, Dowd, Whaling, and Lawrence, and the commissioned 
officers and privates under their command, demeaned themselves with 
such gallantry, and made such splendid exhibitions of courage, that 
while their conduct excited my admiration, I cannot repress an "expres- 
sion of my commendation of their coolness and firmness. Each man 
did his whole duty, and although fully exposed for fifteen or twenty 
minutes to a most deadly fire from the enemy, no man, so far as my 
observation went, wavered, blanched, or quailed, but poured volley 
after volley into the ranks of the enemy, which soon fell back and com- 
menced a retreat from the field, leaving it covered with their dead and 
wounded. Captains Hartzig’s, Arnold’s, McKean’s, and Hutchinson’s 
companies were detailed, after Reid’s battery had been moved to a 
different position, to act as skirmishers, and continued in that service 
until the engagement was over. It would be injustice not to make some 
mention of the highly creditable manner in which these gentlemen 
deported themselves. Each one obeyed with alacrity and promptness 
the orders he received, and the men in their respective commands are 
entitled to all praise for their bravery and coolness in the face of danger. 

From the reports submitted by the different captains in my command 
I find our loss to be 3 killed and 11 wounded. 

Congratulating you on the result of yesterday’s battle, I am, yours, 
very respectfully, 

TOM. P. DOCKERY, 

Colonel, Commanding Fifth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers. 

Brig. Gen. H. B. Pearce. 
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No. 36. 

Report of Col. De Rosey Carroll, First Arkansas Cavalry. 

Game on Wilson’s Cheek, 
Oreene County , Mo., August 11, 1801. 

Dear Sir: In obedience to your order of this morning', I have tlio 
honor to submit to you the following report, to wit : 

The number of killed, wounded, and missing from my regiment on 
yesterday is as follows : 

Captain Lewis’ company: 2 killed, 5 wounded. (Two of Captain 
Lewis’ company wounded thought to bo mortally so.) 

Captain Park’s company: 1 killed, 3 wounded, 1 missing. 

Captain Walker’s company : 4 wounded, 3 missing. (Captain Walker 
wounded, but will recover.) 

Captain Withers’ company : 2 killed. 

Captain Perkins’ company : 4 wounded, 4. missing. 

Captain McKissick’s company : 4 wounded, 2 missing. 

Captain Kelly’s company: 1 missing. 

Captain Armstrong’s company : 1 wounded, S missing. 

Recapitulation: 5 killed, 22 wounded, ID missing. 

Prisoners : 4 privates and 1 officer brought in and turned over to 
headquarters. 

t In closing this report, the most pleasing part of it now remains to be 
given you : that the officers and men acted well their part in the hard 
battle of yesterday, for a while supporting the Missouri Infantry amid 
a shower ot balls from the enemy’s infantry, mixed with grape from 
their batteries, hurled thickly around us $ then in the charge by flank 
on the Totten battery : and the execution done in the charge shows how 
cool and bravely all behaved ; and where all did so well, there can be no 
discrimination. They drbve the enemy in retreat from the battery, and 
it became easy for the infantry to march on it (Colonel McRae’s inf antry . 
The Texas regiment flanked to the left on the charge. I had been or- 
dered to flank with it, which Are did in short range for our arms, which 
Avere discharged into the enemy, I am sure that our eouduct Avill meet 
the approval of our country.* 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

DE ROSEY CARROLL, 

Colonel First Cavalry Regiment , Arkansas Volunteers. 

Brig. Gen. N. B. Pearoe. 


No. 37. 


Report of Cap. Charles A. Carroll , Arkansas Cavalry, 


Camp on Wilson’s Creek, August 11, "1801. 

General : On the morning of the 10th, going to General McCulloch’s 
quarters per orders, learned the enemy Avas advancing in considerable 
force to attack us on the north, whereupon General McCulloch ordered 
me to have my men in the saddle at once. Returning to your quarters 
to notify you, found my men mounting, they having learned of an 


A statement of ammunition on liaml, omitted from above report, shoAvs 
several companies aA r eraged less than eight rounds per man. 
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attack on the south through oue of my men, being one of two who went 
to a spring without permission, and narrowly escaped being taken, leav- 
ing his comrade in the hands of the enemy. My company was not act- 
ively engaged during the day, but was, under your orders, acting as a 
support to Reid’s battery, as well as a picket for the southern portion 
of your command. 

The loss to the command is one man missing, two saddles and bridles, 
two guns and accouterments, and two horses. One of iny sick, who was 
taken, escaped, but with out his horse or arms. 

All of which I beg leave to submit. 

CHAS. A. CARROLL, 
Captain Company A, Arkansas Cavalry. 

Brig. Gen. hi. 13. Pearce. 


Ho. 33. 

Report of Brig . Qcn. James S. Rains, commanding Second Division Mis- 
souri State Guard. 

Head quarters Second Division Mo. S. G., 

Camp at Springfield , August 13, 1831. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that ou the evening of the 9th instant 
I received a general order detailing the order of march and mode of at- 
tack on Springfield, and in accordance with verbal instructions drew in 
my pickets, with a view to take up the line of march that evening by 9 
p, m. In consequence of the rain I was notified not to strike tents until 
further ordered. 

By sunrise on the 10th the pickets which I had sent out at daybreak 
reported the enemy advancing in force on the west side of Wilson’s 
Creek and within 3 miles of camp. From time to time, as the forag- 
ing parties returned, I reported their advance to Major-General Price 
and General McCulloch. As they approached the position occupied 
by my second brigade they extended their lines, placing their artillery 
in battery, and opening a heavy fire on my encampment. 

For an hour this brigade resisted the fire of the enemy’s artillery and 
infantry before being sustained, and under their gallant leader, Colonel 
Oawtliorn, they maintained tlieir position throughout the day. 

A portion of the First Brigade (Colonel Graves’ regiment) was detached 
to sustain Captain Woodruff’s battery, while the remainder, under the 
brave and accomplished Colonel Weightman, was engaged in the thick- 
est of the fight on the hill, protecting the west side of our encampment. 
Here, while examining the position of the enemy, he fell mortally 
wounded, pierced by four balls. Here also, nearly at the same time, 
fell the leader of the 'Republican invaders, Major-General Lyon, under 
a fire from the Fifth Infantry. 

About 11 a. in. Captain Bledsoe’s artillery, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Rosser, was ordered acroSvS the creek, when Lieutenant- 
Colonel Maclean, my aide-de-camp, having in person examined the 
position of Colonel Si gel’s battery, reported the same to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rosser, who so promptly and efficiently replied to it as to silence 
it effectually, when it was gallantly charged and captured by the Louis- 
iana regiment and other infantry, among whom was Major Murray’s 
battalion, of the First Brigade. 
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Valuable as this victory has been to the State of Missouri, yet it lias 
been dearly bought by the loss in my division of 50 killed, ISO wounded, 

and 60 missing. , . . - ,, 

It is impossible .to particularize individuals where every nicii ot the 
ground fought over bears testimony of the most desperate daring and 
unflinching courage. My thanks are due to the officers and men ot my 
command for their dauntless bravery, tlieir prompt obedience, and the 
noble gallantry with which they sustained the cause of their country. 

To rnv staff I am indebted for their efficient service, among whom, 
for most of the day, Colonel Dyer, acting quartermaster-general, served 
with distinction. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ 1 ’ JAMES S. RAINS, 

Brigadier -General, Gomdg. Second Division, Mo. S. G. 

Col. Thomas L. Snead, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 39. 

Report of Col. John R. Graves, commanding First, Brigade, Second Division, 
Missouri State Guard. 

Hdqrs. -First Brigade, Second Division, Mo. S. G., 

August — , 1861. 

General : In obedience to your orders I have the honor to report the 
operations of the First Brigade, Second Division, Missouri State Guard, 
which fell under my command after the death of our noble, brave, and 
gallant Colonel Weightman, who fell at the head of his brigade while 
leading the column directly in the face of the enemy : 

At an early hour in the morning, while our brigade was preparing 
breakfast, the enemy’s guns were heard distinctly in the direction of 
Spring held and also to the south of our encampment. Our lamented 
Colonel Weightman [ordered us] into line of battle, which order was 
promptly executed. After our brigade bad been marched some distance 
from our encampment to the west, Colonel Hurst, of the Third Kegi- 
ment, and Colonel Clarkson, of the Fifth Eeg’iment, were led directly 
across Wilson’s Creek, towards the main body of the enemy, by Colonel 
Weightman in person, where they were exposed to a galling lire for 
more than an hour, and during which lire Colonel Weightman fell 
mortally wounded at the head of his column. Colonel Dosser, command- 
ing tkeFirst Eegiinent and Fourth Battalion, with Captain Bledsoe’s 
artillery, being stationed on tbe extreme left, was attacked by Colonel 
Si gel’s battery, and his men exposed to a deadly lire for thirty minutes, 
when Captain Bledsoe, with a well-directed lire, succeeded in disabling 
a portion of the enemy’s guns, and almost at the same instant a portion 
of the infantry, commanded by Colonel Eosser, together with the Louis- 
iana regiment, led by General McCulloch in person, drove the enemy 
from their guns, capturing live pieces of artillery , three of which have 
been attached to Captain Bledsoe’s battery. 

About the same time that Colonels Hurst’s and Clarkson’s commands 
were ordered across the creek, Colonel Graves’ regiment, under Major 
Brasliear, was ordered to support Captain Woodruff’s battery, which 
was posted on a hill north of our encampment, which order was 
promptly executed, and the regiment held that position until Captain 
Woodruff’s battery aided in driving the enemy from Ms position, nob- 
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■withstanding they were exposed to a shower of grape and ball from, the 
enemy for some half an hour. 

All the officers and men under my command fought like veteran 
soldiers. 

I must notice especially the cool deliberation and courageous deport- 
ment of Colonels Hurst and Clarkson ; also Lieutenant- Colonels Bosseiy 
Crawford, and Tracy ; also the great courage of Adjutant Gordon, of 
this brigade, who was severely wounded in discharging liis duties. 
Major Martin also rendered great service in delivering orders wherever 
duty called him; also Major Morris, who gave valuable information of 
tlm position of the enemy, though cpiit.e sick at the time; also Adjutant 
Trigman and volunteer aides Donaldson and Whitfield, who did great 
service in delivering orders ; also 3?. L. Graves, who rendered valuable 
service. 

I mention with satisfaction the discretion and soldierly bearing of 
Captains MoKenny and Muse, of the First Begiment of Infantry ; Cap- 
tains Hall, Vauglum, [and] MoElratli, of the Fourth Battalion, and Cap- 
tains Cockrell, Mings, Cunningham, King, Gallilier, and Newton, of 
the Third Begiment of Infantry ; also the discretion and bravery at. the 
most trying time of the conflict of Lieutenants Foster, Fewell, Gibbs, 
Wynn, McClean, Barr, McMahan, Harper, and Martin, of the Fourth 
Battalion ; also the promptness of Adjutant Hornwood and Sergeant- 
Major Murray, in delivering orders, of the First Begiment of Infantry, 
and Adjutant Bel tzh cover, of the Fourth Battalion. And I must men- 
tion the daring bravery of Sergeant-Major Murray. He was taken 
prisoner by Si gel while executing an order, and as soon as the enemy 
commenced retreating before the galling fire of the Bledsoe Artillery 
he mounted one of their cannon and cheered the Louisiana regiment, 
exclaiming that the enemy was in full retreat. 

I must also mention the gallantry of Lieutenant Waddell, Sergeants 
Anderson and Bunker, and three privates of the Third Begiment of In- 
fantry, who were taken prisoners the morning before the fight, and were 
exposed to a strong lire in front on the enemy’s ranks. When the 
efiemy commenced retreating, the prisoners mounted one of Si gel’s guns 
and dragged it into our lines. 

In conclusion, I will say that all officers and men in the brigade 
behaved with great courage and gallantry. 

General, I will have a more extended report of Colonel Clarkson’s 
regiment of this brigade as soon as possible, as tlie colonel has not yet, 
up to this time, handed his detailed report in. 

The following is the report of the killed, wounded, and missing in the 
battle : 



Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

- T* -It 

2 

23 



22 

40 

7 

8 


14 

48 

1 


38 

120 

11 






JOHN B. GBAVBS, 

Colonel, Comdg. First Brigade , Second Division, Mo. S. Q. 


9 R 11 — YOL III 
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No. 40. 

Congratulatory Letter from Confederate Secretary of War. 

War Department, Richmond , August 28, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Headquarters , Springfield , Mo. : 

Sir: The Department has received your letter of August 10 from the 
battle-field of Oak Hills, and subsequent communications have brought 
to the Department still more complete intelligence of that hard-fought 
battle and brilliant victory. 

The Department of War cannot sufficiently express to you the thanks 
of the Government and of the country, to yourself and the gallant offi- 
cers and brave soldiers under your command, for this great and glorious 
victory. The whole Confederacy unites in your praise ; the day and 
field of Oak Hills have become historical in the annals of our young 
Confederacy, and will be mentioned in accents of gratitude not only in 
Missouri, probably liberated by your arms, but throughout the entire 
Confederacy, whose glory has been illustrated by the achievements of 
that day. 

The country mourns with you over the brave spirits who have fallen, 
but with renewed and increased confidence looks forward, under such 
leaders and such soldiers, to the certain triumph of our cause. 

You will please make known to your command the sentiments of this 
Department and of the Government, in whose name I have the honor 
to speak. 

Very respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 

Secretary of War. 


AUGUST 10, 1861.— Skirmish at Potoci, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Col. Frederick Schaefer, Second Missouri Infantry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. 'U. S. Grant , IT. S. Army. 

Headquarters U. S, Forces, 
Ironton, Mo., August 11, 1SG1. 

Since my report of yesterday, in addition to the ordinary picket guards 
established, one company has been sent towards Caledonia, two com- 
panies to report to Colonel Kallmann for the protection of the railroad, 
four companies to Potosi, the mounted Home Guards and two spies, to 
ascertain the position, &c., of the Confederate troops. 

An attack was made on the Home Guards at Potosi last night, result- 
ing in the wounding of five of them and the shooting and taking of six 
of the other party, shooting three of their horses, and getting a number 
of pistols, shot-guns, rifles, &c. 

Quite a number of marauders are reported in the Belleville Talley, 
northwest of Ironton, taking all the horses they can find. The party 
now moving towards Caledonia may meet them. 
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The; picket guards liave brought in four prisoners this evening, well 
armed. The party of secessionists who attacked the Home Guards at 
Potosi are estimated to number about 120 men, commanded by Captain 
White, of Frederiektown. Nothing scarcely can be done towards for- 
tifying this place, for the want of tools to work with. This matter has 
not been reported before, because two companies of engineers were ex- 
pected, and with them all tools required. I neglected in my report of 
yesterday to notice the arrival of three companies of the Ninth Regi- 
ment Missouri 'Volunteers, also of two companies Twenty -first Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers. 1 have this day appointed First Lieut. Clark B. 
Lagow, Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers^ aide-de-camp, and First Lieut. 
Joseph Vance, of same regiment, to drill and instruct the officers and 
no ii- commissioned officers of the Ninth Missouri Regiment. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 

Gapt. J. 0. Kelt ok, Saint Louis, Mo. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Frederick Schaefer, Second Missouri Infantry. 

Hdqrh. Second Inf’y, Asboth Rifles, Mo. Vols., 

Potosi, Mo., August 12, 18G1. 

By order received of Major-General Fremont, I hereby report myself 
to you. 

I arrived here about 8 o’clock this morning, but did not find any more 
rebels here. There were two companies of Colonel Hecker’s regiment 
stationed here, under command of Colonel Kallmann, U. S. R. C. The 
information received from Captain French, of the Home Guards of this 
place, about the light which took place here last Saturday [10th], is as 
follows : On Saturday evening, about G o’clock, the Home Guards 
were attacked by about 150 mounted rebels. At the time of the attack 
there were only about 20 Home Guards on duty; the rest were out 
protecting the bridges on the road. That brave little band of Home 
Guards drove those 150 mounted rebels from the town, taking several 
of their horses and wounding five rebels. The Home Guard, had five 
of their men also wounded, but not seriously. When I arrived in this 
town, the two companies of Hecker’s regiment, IT. S. Army, left. to 
join their regiment, and took 17 prisoners with them. The town at 
present is all quiet. 

Your respectful and obedient servant, 

FRED. SCHAEFER, 

Colonel , Commanding Second Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General Grant, Fronton, Mo. 


AUGUST 11 or 12, 1861.— Affair at Hamburg, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri State Guard. 

Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Whitewater, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Dear General : Yours of yesterday was received about 9 o’clock 
last night, and gave us unusual satisfaction. I had prepared to retreat. 
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I -will now advance, and make my headquarters in Sikeston, encamping 
my men at the nearest water, and will commence work on the railroad 
immediately. The president and engineer of the road are ill my camp, 
and I will intrust them with the job of destroying it. Expecting to 
have to retire, I sent my dragoons over the river to gather transporta- 
tion. The temptation to have a brush before leaving was too great, and 
they charged into the town of Hamburg, scattering the Dutch in all 
directions. My men fired at them as they ran through the fields, 
although unarmed, and killed 1, mortally wounded 5, seriously wounded 
several others, and brought away 13 prisoners and 25 horses. These 
men were the Federal Home Guard, hut the attack was so unexpected, 
that they did not find their guns to light, but as they kept them 
secreted, our men only got five. I hope to be able to hear from you 
hourly. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier ■ General, Commanding , 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, G. S. A., 

New Madrid , Mo. 


P. S.— Yours of 5 p. m. 11th instant is this instant at hand, 
above is an answer. Send me Walker and the dragoons. 


The 



. .’AUGUST 15-16, 1861. — Expedition to Saint Genevieve, Mo. 

Report of Maj. John McDonald , Eighth Missouri Infantry. 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 17, 1801. 

Sir : For the information of the general commanding the Department 
of the West, I have the honor very respectfully to submit the following 
report: 

Agreeably, to instructions, dated Headquarters IT. S. Forces, Gape 
Girardeau, August 15, 1861, 1 proceeded, with 250 men of the Eighth 
Regiment Missouri Volunteers, and Lieutenant Morgan and 12 men 
of the artillery, on hoard the steamer Hannibal City, at 11 a. m. on 
the .15th instant, for Saint Genevieve, Mo.; arrived there at 11,50 
p, m. same date. I immediately ordered my command to surround 
the city, and remained in silence until daylight, when X made inquiry 
relative to the whereabouts of the rebel camp, and was informed that 
none were nearer than the regular encampment near Pilot Knob. I 
then made due inquiry as to the inhabitants, their sentiments, &o., 
and found that very few Union men were among them, and these few 
were so timid as to foil to express their sentiments, that I thought it 
necessary to issue a proclamation, of which I have the honor herewith 
to inclose a copy. I then caused the branch of the Merchants’ Bank of 
Saint Louis to he opened, and I took from it a box said to contain 
$28,033.30 in coin and $29,6S0 in currency, total $58,313.30, and brought 
the same on hoard the steamer, which I have the honor to turn over to 
you in person. Stockholders and directors expressed great gratifica- 
tion at my taking’ the money, remarking that they considered it in 
better and safer hands than if the rebels had it, which it was thought 
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would bo the case in a few clays, as I was informed that the cashier had 
left for the rebel camp with that view. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T . JOHN MCDONALD, 

Major, Eighth Regiment Mo. Vols ., Comdg. Expedition. 
To the Assistant Adjij.tant-General, 

lldqn. Department West, Saint Louis , Mo. 

[Incloaure.] 

PROCLAMATION. ' 

Head quarters, Saint Genevieve, Mo., 

August 15, 1861. 

To the Citizens erf the City of Saint Genevieve : 

On my arrival at this place I found such a disposition on the part of 
parties who sympathize with the rebel forces as to seriously alarm the 
Union men for the safety of their lives and property. I deem it iny 
duty to warn all persons who may in any way be connected with such 
forces that they will be held individually responsible, both in their per- 
sons and property, for any outrage which may be committed on Union 
men here. When reliably informed of such, I will not hesitate to return 
at once to this city and retaliate in the most summary manner. It will 
bo no excuse that they did not assist the rebels. They must prevent 
any outrages on Union men or take the consequences. 

JOHN MCDONALD, 

Major, Commanding Forces at this Post. 


AUGUST 16-21, 1861. — Operations around Kirksville, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. S. A. ILurlbut, XT. 8. Army. 

Kirksville, August 21, 1861. 

General : Having sent forward 500 men of Third Iowa Regiment to 
this point, I was deprived for several days of any direct communication 
from them. It at length became certain that a body of rebels, not less 
than 2,000, were assembled at a point on Lee Branch, near Jackson’s 
farm, some 8 miles northeast of this place, and were seriously threat- 
ening attack on detachment at Kirksville. Having waited a long time 
for reliable intelligence from John D. Roster as to his arms, I considered 
it my imperative duty to move from Macon City on Kirksville with 
seven companies of the Sixteenth. 

I sent forward hospital stores and sick to Brookfield. I left Macon 
City on Tuesday night with wagons for transportation, and marched 
the command to Atlanta before morning, arriving there at 2 a. m. The 
latter part of the march was in a heavy rain-storm, which continued 
until 10 a. m. The march was then continued through to La Plata, at 
which place we arrived by 5 p. in., having passed through two heavy 
rain-storms. Left La Plata at 8 a. in., the weather fine, and reached 
Kirksville at 3 p. m., where the force is now encamped. Health of the 
command remarkably good. The position is a fine one. Water abun- 
dant and of excellent quality, and within easy reach of the disaffected 
regions. 

Green and Franklin abandoned their camp on Bee Branch on the 
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day we arrived in Kirksville, and took up position at Felb’s Bridge, in 
the southwest corner of Knox County, on Salt River. Their numbers 
are daily decreasing, but the desperate men among them are moving in 
a body south, towards Monroe and Ralls Counties, and will probably 
cross the railroad near Clarence. 

I have sent out daily strong parties of observation, who generally 
succeed in. meeting small bodies going to or returning from camp. In 
these rencounters some casualties have occurred. Before my arrival Cor- 
poral Dix, of Company C, Third Iowa, with a few Home Guards, was 
surrounded by a large body of rebels, and after a most desperate resist- 
ance, in which live of the enemy were killed, the corporal was killed 
and his detachment dispersed, The enemy laid out his body decently, 
and sent notice to this camp. The body was recovered, and buried with 
military honors. Having learned on my arrival that Ills weapons were 
in the same neighborhood, and probably in custody of a mail named 
Jackson, on whose ground the rebel camp on Bee Branch was situated, 
aud well known to have furnished large supplies to them, I sent a strong 
body into that neighborhood, who recovered the weapons, and found at 
Jackson’s house some fourteen rebels, guards on one of their officers, 
severely wounded in the skirmish with Corporal Dix. The rebels lied, 
and were fired upon. One, a man named Brown, from Schuyler County, 
was killed; Jackson wounded in the knee, and brought in, with three 
others, prisoners. The others escaped. The officer was too severely 
wounded to he moved, and was left on parole. 

Communication with Macon City had been cut off by a band under 
Captain Gross, from the neighborhood of La Plata, who will be dispersed 
to-day. The mail-carrier is a secessionist, and avails himself of the dis- 
turbances to refuse to perform his duty. 

I am waiting anxiously for two things — to establish communications 
with Moore aud his command and to hear from Foster. The wealthy 
citizens of this county are very sick of guerrilla warfare. I have spread 
your proclamation as fully as possible, and informed this neighborhood 
that this force must be maintained by them, which is done with proper 
discrimination. I found about 500 Home Guards here, whom I have 
dismissed, except about 100 active mounted men, whom I retained for 
outside pickets. 

A great difficulty besets us here in obtaining timely information. 
Union men are slow to come in and inform us, and we rarely know the 
movements of the enemy until too late. 

The Third Iowa are entitled to great credit for their efficiency in this 
detached service and the steadiness with which they have held their 
post. 

As soon as junction can he effected with Moore, I shall follow these 
marauders. I would not hesitate to attack, disperse, or destroy them, 
with three discreet companies of cavalry, though they are 1,2(D strong. 
Without cavalry it will be difficult, but will be done. 

My line of progress from this place will be down tire divide of Salt 
River to the railroad; thence to Marion County. I have received no 
communication from any source since I came here. I send this by mes- 
senger, who visits Saint Louis to see Mr. William P. Linder, cashier of 
the Branch Bank of this city, who has foolishly tied. 

As soon as communications arc re-established I will report again. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. A. HURLBUT, 
Brigadier- General , U. S. Army. 


Brig. Gen. John Pope, U. S. A. 
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AUGUST 17 — Affairs at Palmyra and Hmmewell, Mo. 

Report and Order of Brig. Gen. John Rope, U. 8? Army. 

Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Saint Louis , August 17, 1861. 

Captain : I have this moment received telegraphic dispatch from 
Hen. n Mi'll) nt, stating that the train carrying the force which has been 
quartered upon the county of Marion to Hudson City was fired upon as 
it left Palmyra, and again at Hmmewell, the western edge of the same 
county. One man of the Sixteenth Illinois Volunteers was killed and 
another wounded. The train was halted, and the rebels dispersed, with 
loss of 5 of their number killed. This county of Marion has been the 
principal seat of the disturbances in North Missouri, and it is my pur- 
pose immediately to inflict such punishment as will be remembered. 

I am, captain, your obedient servant, 

JOHN POPE, 

Brigadier- General, Gommcmdin g. - 
Oapt. J. 0. ICelton, Assistant Adjutant- General, 


Brigade Headquarters, 
Hudson, Mo., August 19, 1861. 

To Mayor and Authorities, City of Palmyra, State of Missouri : 

You are hereby notified and required to deliver up to the military 
authorities of this brig-ado, within six days from the date of these pres- 
ents, the marauders who fired upon the train bound west on the Can- 
nibal and Saint Joseph Kailroad on the evening of 16th instant, and 
broke into the telegraph-office. If the guilty persons are not delivered, 
up as required, and within the time herein specified, the whole brigade 
will he moved into your county, and contributions levied to the amount 
of $10,000 on Marion Comity and $5,000 on the city of Palmyra. 

By order of Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, under direction of John Pope, 
brigadier-general, commanding North Missouri. 


AUGUST 19-20, 1861. — Skirmishes at Charleston and Fish Lake, Mo. | 

REPORTS, ETC. | 

No. 1. — Miij. (Jon. John C. Frdmont, U. S. Army, commanding Western Department. Ef 

No. 2. — Col. Michael K. Lawler, Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. | 

No. 3.- — Col. Henry Dougherty, Twenty-second Illinois Infantry, of skirmish at 

Charleston. | 

No. 4. — Cn.pt. Robert D. Noleman, First Illinois Cavalry, of skirmish at Fish Lake. i 

No. 5. — Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri State Guard (Confederate), of sfeir- f 

mish at Charleston, with order arresting Confederate commander. 

i 

No. 1. i 

i 

Report of Mctj. Gen. John G. Fremont, U. S. Army, eomdg. Western BepH, 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 20, 1861. 

Report from commanding officer at Cairo says that Colonel Dough- 
erty, with 300 men, sent out yesterday at 7 from Bird’s Point, attacked 
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the enemy at Charleston, 1,200 strong, drove him hack, lulled 40, took 
17 prisoners, 15 horses, and returned at 2 o’clock this morning to Bird’s 
Point, with loss of 1 killed and G wounded. Colonel Dougherty, Captain 
Johnson, and Lieutenant [Colonel] Hansom are among the wounded. 
Our forces under General Prentiss are operating from Ironton, in the 

direction of Hardee. . 

J. C. ERlSMOHT, 

Major- General , Commanding . 

Col. E. D. Townsend. 


Ho. 2. 

Report, of Col. Michael If. Lawler , Eighteenth Illinois Infantry. 


Headquarters, Camp Lyon, Mo., August 20, 1801. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on yesterday evening I sent six 
companies of the Twenty-second Illinois Volunteers, under command of 
Col. Henry Dougherty, and a detachment of 50 cavalry of Captain Hole- 
man’s company, to act in concert with Colonel Dougherty, and directed 
them to move upon Charleston, 15 miles distant. Colonel Dougherty’s 
command embarked on the cars at this point on the evening of the 19tli, 
at dusk, and went by rail to within two and a half miles from Charles- 
ton, to a point where the trestles have been partially destroyed, and 
marched from thence to Charleston, and invested the town. The rebels, 
500 strong, had notice of their approach, their pickets firing on our men. 
The rebels formed in the streets to receive us, and after a sharp contest 
of ten minutes bed, leaving in our hands 15 prisoners, their horses and 
equipments. Humber of rebels killed, 15 ; number wounded, not known. 
Our loss, 1 killed, 7 wounded. 

Colonel Dougherty, Lieutenant-Colonel Hart, of the Twenty second, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Ransom, of the Eleventh, and the officers en- 
gaged deserve praise for the manner they performed their duties. 
Colonel Dougherty and Lieutenant-Colonel Ransom were wounded in a 
hand-to-lmnd contest with the rebels. Colonel Dougherty speaks in 
terms of praise of Lieutenant-Colonel Hart, Lieutenant-Colonel Ransom, 
Captains Johnson and McAdams, and all under his command. 

Colonel Dougherty returned with his command to this camp this 
morning at 1 o’clock, bringing his prisoners, horses, and equipments. 
Captain Holeinan arrived at Charleston two hours after the conflict 
occurred, and finding it partially deserted, posted his men in position 
to capture any scouts that might be about the town. After waiting 
two and a half hours, he caught two armed troopers, and forced them 
to show the way to their camp, where, at 430 o’clock, he completely 
surprised, and took 33 prisoners and 38 horses, with their equipments, 
and brought them to this camp. 

Captain Holeinan speaks in praise of the conduct of his men, and 
makes particular mention of Sergeant Casey, who was next to him in 
command. The manner in which Captain Holeinan performed his part 
in the expedition deserves the highest commendation. ’ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. K. LAWLER, _ 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Col. R. J. Og-lesby, Commanding Forces at Cairo. 
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Report of Gol. II. Dougherty , Twenty-second Illinois Infantry , of sHrmish 

at Charleston. 

Bird’s Point, Mo., August 20, 1861. 

In obedience to your order to me last evening I detailed from my 
command 250 men and embarked on the Cairo and" Pulton Railroad, and 
proceeded towards Charleston in search of the enemy. On arriving at 
tlie bridge I took a forced march in that direction. On arriving at the 
road leading to the oily I took Companies A and E, Captains Johnson 
and McAdams, and Colonel Hart, with the balance of the command, pro- 
ceeded up the railroad track on my right. Colonel Hart had with him 
Company B, Lieutenant Clift commanding j Company C, Captain Stier- 

liu ; Company I), Hubbard, and Company C, Captain Jackson. 

When within a short distance from the city we were fired upon by the 
enemy’s pickets, when we set off on a run up the road leading to the 
city. When within about 100 yards of the public square a cavalry com- 
pany of about 200 were drawn up in front of us. We halted and gave 
them a lire, when they retreated to a corn field on my right, near Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hart and his command. We then proceeded at double- 
quick time to the public square, where we received the full force of the 
enemy, and here the principal part of the engagement took place; from 
the corners of the streets and houses the enemy pouring a shower of 
balls; the city illuminated by the blaze of fire-arms. 

At this time the cavalry on my right attacked Colonel Hart, as did 
the infantry on my right. Lieutenant-Colonel Hart fired right and left, 
dispersing both cavalry and infantry. 

Our killed and wounded is very small, as follows: Killed, William 
P. Sharj), Company A. Wounded, Col. Henry Dougherty, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hansom, of the Eleventh Regiment, acting as my aide; Captain 
Johnson, Company A; Capfc. John C. Parke; Privates George T. Perry, 
Lewis Sharp, and Lewis Shoemaker. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon Lieutenant-Colonels Hart 
and Ransom, Captains Jackson and McAdams, and all under iny com- 
mand, for the able and efficient manner in which they discharged each 
and every duty assigned to them. 

Yery respectfully, 

HENRY DOUGHERTY, 
Colonel , Comdg. Twenty-second Regiment III. Yols. 

Colonel Lawler, 

Commanding , Camp Pope, Missouri. 


No. 4. 

Report of Capt. Robert D. Woleman , First Illinois Cavalry , of sHrmish at 

Fish Dale. 


Camp Lyon, 

Bird’s Foint , Mo., August 20, 1861. 
Dear Sir : In making out my report of the result of the expedition 
sent to Charleston, Mo., ‘in obedience to your order of August 10, 1861, 
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to march upon Charleston with GO men, in conjunction with sis compa- 
nies of infantry from the Twenty-second Regiment, under command of 
Colonel Dougherty, I have to submit the following : 

I left Camp Lyon at 6.30 p. in. in command of 50 mounted men ; pro- 
ceeded to Charleston by direct route ; arrived at a point 1& miles north 
of Charleston at 10.30 o’clock ; called a halt, expecting to be joined by 
a detachment of infantry; remained here until 2 this a. m., but not 
being joined by Colonel Dougherty’s command, nor receiving the prom- 
ised signals from him which were to guide my operations, I, with the 
command, advanced upon Charleston at 2 o’clock; passed through the 
principal streets without any resistance from armed forces ; captured 
two rebels, who informed me that tlie infantry forces under Colonel 
Dougherty had preceded us there and had engaged the enemy, the re- 
sult of which engagement is known to you. They also informed me that 
there was an encampment of mounted rebels at a point near or upon 
what is called Fish Lake, 5 miles east of Charleston, and about 2 £ miles 
north of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad. 

Your orders having been as nearly as possible complied with, I deemed 
it expedient to make such examination and research as I could in regard 
to the reported encampment on the way of my return to Camp Lyon. 
Taking one of the captured men above referred to for a guide, I took 
up the" line of march in the direction indicated. I came upon the enemy’s 
camp at 4.30 o’clock, which was situated in a dense wood which sur- 
rounded an open space of some eight acres. 

Day was just breaking and the surprise was complete, insomuch 
that, after firing some forty shots from our pieces, and receiving a few 
from their own, they laid down their arms and surrendered. Yo lives 
were lost on either side so far as we could ascertain. According to the 
best informal ion we could gain, the enemy’s forces numbered between 
forty and fifty. 

We took 33 men prisoners, among them First Lieutenant Wood- 
ward; captured 38 horses, and took possession of about the same num- 
ber of rifles and shot-guns, together with accouterments and ammuni- 
tion. 

During the engagement the men under my command displayed great 
coolness and bravery, and the manner in which my commands were 
executed and obeyed would have reflected great credit upon older and 
more tried veterans. 


To Sergeant Casey, who was second in command of my forces at the 
time, I am under especial obligations. The coolness and courage ex- 
hibited by him, the readiness with which he gave and executed my 
commands, and the tact displayed in his movements, justly entitled 
him to the consideration and credit of all parties. 

Respectfully, 

R. D. FTOLEMAhT, 

Captain, Commanding Centralia Cavalry . 


Colonel Lawler, 

Commander of Post. 
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Imports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri State Guard (Oonfed - 
orate J, oj skirmish at Charleston , with order arresting Confederate coni' 
mander. * 


Hdqs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Benton, Mo., August 21, 1861—9 a. m. 

Dear General : Yours of yesterday is at hand, and I will try to 
keep my men in hand as much as possible. If you will allow me to 
surest, I would that it would be very impolitic to send any of the 
wagons back from the troops here. We are within 8 miles of where 
tile- enemy can land 10,000 troops at any moment, and, with cav- 
nlty^ attack us on thirty minutes’ warning’. I am disposed, by vigilance 
and impudence, to keep the enemy from knowing our weakness, but I 
am always prepared to retreat if he should discover his strength and 
march on me. 


That unfortunate affair at Charleston shows the danger of giving 
(1mm time to count our numbers. If Colonel Hunter had advanced 
only far enough to march back to his camp after driving in their pick- 
ets, the object and order would have been accomplished ; but he reached 
Charleston at 10 a. in., remained there all day and night, within a few 
hours’ march of an overwhelming force. I have placed him under ar- 
rest, and will see that my brave boys shall have more sensible and brave 
leaders. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, G. S. A., 

Comdg. Army of Liberation, New Madrid, Mo. 


Gamp Benton, Mo., August 21, 1861—2 p. m. 

Dear General : I send you another letter from General Pillow, 
which he directed me to read. If the general delays his movements 
much longer the enemy will find our real strength and position, and can, 
by the number of steamboats at his command, drop on us any night with 
an overwhelming force at some point in our rear. Each available point 
mi the river should be taken as we advance and navigation cut off, and’ 
Cape G irardeau should be taken by a coup do main. I stopped the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi for ten days, by going to Commerce and firing 
tour shots across into Illinois; and if I were only allowed to make my 
appearance at different and unexpected places, I could effectually stop 
all steamboats except the gunboats. 

My officer acted miserably at Charleston yesterday. The enemy at- 
tacked them suddenly. My men fell in like veterans, and drove them 
away, when the colonel took them out of the field and retreated with 
t hem, when nearly every man thought he was charging the enemy. The 
oilier officers have made formal complaints against him, and the men 
refused to serve under him longer. 1 have ordered him under arrest. 
Colonel McOown, with two regiments of infantry, a battery of artillery, 
and four companies of cavalry, 'are within four miles of me; but still I 
am in great danger, unless allowed to keep hitting at the enemy. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, O. S. A., Greenville, Mo. 
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Camp Benton, Mo., August 21, 1861. 

Col. J. H. Hunter, Gamp SiJceston , Missouri : 

Sir: Yon will report yourself immediately at these headquarters 
under arrest. It is with the greatest mortification and grief that I 
contemplate your abominable management of an expedition which was 
distinctly ordered to be a simple demonstration to draw the attention of 
the enemy. I did not send you to occupy Charleston, or I would have 
said so. You should have known the censure that was given a former 
expedition for remaining a few hours in the same place, and how near 
they came to being stampeded by a small picket. You will be charged 
with incompetency to command, for making the disposition you did of 
your forces ; you will he charged with ignorance from the maimer you 
conducted the fight, and with cowardice for bringing my brave soldiers 
away from their dead and wounded companions after the enemy had 
retired. 

Yours, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Co mmanding. 


AUGUST 20, 1861, — Attack on railroad train near Lookout Station, Missouri. 

J Report of Lieut Col. B. IF. Grover , Twenty -seventh Missouri Infantry 

(mounted). 


Official report of the attack on the Home Guards, under command of 
Lieut. Col. B. W. Grover, by a body of secessionists in ambush, near 
Lookout Station, August 20, 1861 : 

The Pacific Bailroad train left California at 8.30 o’clock a. in., August 
20, densely filled with Home Guards, 160 belonging to iny command, 
70 Home Guards from Tipton, and 00 from California. When the train 
got near Lookout Station a concealed body of men opened a brisk fire 
on the ears, the top of the cars loaded with our men, who returned the 
fire. As soon as the train stopped, Captain Beck, assisted by Captains 
Hopkins and Bice, formed our men in line of skirmishers aiid cleaned 
the woods in a very short time.* 

-**#### # 


Bespectfully, 

B. W. GBOYEB, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. TT. S. Grant, Jefferson City. 


Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows loss of 3 killed and 5 wounded, 
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AUGUST 28-SEPTEMBEB, 5, 1861.— Operations in Southeastern Missouri, 
including expeditions to Jackson, Charleston, and Belmont, and skirmishes 
at Hickman and Columbus, Ky. 


RIinZPOKTS, ietc. 

No. 1, Maj, Coil. John C. Frtfmont, U. S. Army, commanding Western Department, 
with instructions to Generals Grant, McClernand, and Prentiss. 

No. fj. Igig. Gen. IT. S. Giaut, U. S. Army, oi operations from August 29 to Septem- 
ber 5, with correspondence and orders. 

No. H. Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry, of expeditions to Belmont 
and Charleston. 

No. 4, — Col. G. Waagner, Chief of Artillery, of expedition to Belmont. 

No. 5.— Commander John Rodgers, U. S. Navy, of engagements at Hickman and Co- 
Imnlms, Ky., September 4. 

No. 6.— Brig. Gen. M. Jell:’. Thompson, Missouri State Guard (Confederate), of opera- 
tions, August 30 to September 5. 


Ho. 1. 

Iicporiu of Mftj, Gen. J. G. IFrtimont , 77. S. Army , comdg. Western Depart * 
mont, 'with instructions to Generals Grant , McClernand, and Prentiss . 

„ Headquarters, September 4, 1861. 

Troops returned from a combined movement upon Charleston and 
Balmont report enemy fallen back upon Madrid from Sikeston. Ex- 
changed sliots with a rebel gunboat and battery on Kentucky shore 
at ilicknmu. Were tired upon from Columbus with small-arms aud 
replied with big guns. Hone of our jieople injured. 

‘J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

Adjutant-General Thomas, War Deft, Washington City. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

September 5, 1861. 

The enemy in Southeast Missouri has retreated to Hew Madrid. I 
think he intends to throw his main force into West Kentucky. He 
will immediately occupy Hickman, Columbus, the ground opposite 
Cairo, and Paducah. Commander Rodgers reports danger to Cairo. 
The governor of Indiana has been getting ready ten regiments for this 
service. Four were to have started this afternoon, but were detained 
by orders from Washington. Will you allow them to come forward! 

J. C. FRPMOHT, 

Major - General , Commanding. 

To the President op the United States. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 28, 1861. 

Brigadier-.General Grant, Present: 

You are instructed to proceed forthwith to Cape Girardeau and 
assume command of the forces at that place. A report having reached 
these headquarters that 4,000 rejiels are fortifying Benton, Mo., and 
that 1,500 more are encamped behind the hills 2 miles below Com- 
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meree, opposite Big Island, a combined attack by the troops at Ironton 
and Cape Girardeau lias been determined upon to destroy them. Brig- 
adier-General Prentiss has therefore been directed to move with all bis 
disposable force to Dallas. From that place he will proceed towards 
Cape Girardeau, first attacking and destroying the rebels at Jackson, 
should he ascertain that any are stationed at that place. Colonel 
Smith, now in command at Cape Girardeau, lias been instructed to put 
liimself in communication with General Prentiss at Dallas, and unite 
the forces at or near Jackson. Upon this junction being effected, 
General Prentiss lias been ordered to send information to that effect 
to Colonel Wallace, commanding at Bird’s Point, who will thereupon 
move with two regiments to Charleston, and after occupying that place 
make reconnaissance along the railroad, and advance as far as possible. 

Colonel Waaguer, chief of artillery at Cairo, left Saint Louis last night, 
with tlie regiment of Colonel Pugh, by steamboat, for Bird’s Point, to 
exchange that regiment there with Colonel McArthur’s, and to under- 
take an expedition with two gunboats, under Commander Dodgers, to 
Belmont, to destroy the fortifications erecting- by the rebels, keep 
possession of that place, and move thence, in concert with tlie two 
regiments just mentioned, towards Charleston, with the view of co- 
operating with the forces from Ironton and Cape Girardeau towards 
Benton. 

Brigadier-General McClernand, of Illinois, is moving towards Cairo 
with 2,000 infantry, which he has been instructed to distribute at 
Ceutralia and Carbon dale, on the Illinois Central Railroad, and at a 
point opposite Commerce. 

It is intended, in connection with all these movements, to occupy 
Columbus, Ky., as soon as possible. You will therefore, upon assum- 
ing the command at Cape Girardeau, act in accordance with all the 
foregoing dispositions, and when the junction with the ibices of General 
Prentiss is effected, you will take command of the combined forward 
movement. 

Finally, I recommend you to do everything to promote the work of 
fortifications commenced at Cairo, Bird’s Point, Capo Girardeau, ami 
Ironton. ’ 

J. C. FEBMOFT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, August 28, 1801. 

Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss: 

Sir: Brigadier-General Grant has been directed to proceed to Cape 
Girardeau, assume tlie command of the forces there, and co-operate 
with the troops moving from Ironton. When you were ordered to go 
to Ironton and take tlie place of General Grant, who was transferred to 
Jefferson City, it was under the impression that his appointment was 
ot a later date than, your own. By the official list published it appears, 
however, that, he is your senior in rank. He will, therefore, upon 
effecting a conjunction with your troops, take command of the whole 
expedition. 


Brigadier-General McClernand, of Illinois, is moving towards Cairo 
with 2,000 infantry, which he has been instructed to distribute at 
important points upon the Illinois Central Railroad and 'on tlie shore 
opposite Commerce, it being the intention ultimately to take possession 
ot Columbus and hold it. 


Colonel Waagner, chief of artillery at Cairo, left Saint Louis last night, 
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witli the regiment of: Colonel Png'h, by steamboat, for Bird’s Point 
to exelmngc that regiment there with Colonel McArthur’s, and to under- 
tahe an expedition with two gunboats, under Commander Eodgers to 
Mmonfc, to destroy the fortifications erected by the rebels, keep pos- 
session of that place, and move from there in concert with two retd 

towards Charleston, S° he riet of 
operating with the forces from Ironton and Cape Girardeau. 

J. C. FElSMOBT, 

Major- General , Commanding . 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, September 2, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. J. A. MoClernand, Cairo, III. : 

: ^ directed by Major-General Fremont to say that you will, 
until the arrival of General Grant, take post at Cairo and direct the 
pubhe service m that quarter. To enable you to assemble your brigade 
lor future service you are authorized to establish the rendezvous at or 
near Cairo, at your discretion. Please assure Colonel Oglesby that it 
was not the intention of the general to supersede him, 'but that the 
interests of the public m reference to your brigade could be subserved 
in no other way. The general has been pleased with his zeal and 
eilieieiicy, and had confidence the interests intrusted to him were in 
good hands. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. EATOB, 

Major, U. S. Army, Military Secretary . 


Bo. 2. 

Reports oj Brig, Gen. 77. S. Grant , 77. S. Army , of operations from 
August 29 to September 5, with correspondence and orders. 

Headquarters United States Forces, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., August 30, 1861. 

I arrived here at 4.30 o’clock this evening and assumed command of 
the post. Found that Colonel Marsh, with thirteen companies of in- 
fantry, two pieces of artillery, and about 50 cavalry, armed with rifles 
taken from the Ninth Missouri Volunteers, left here at 10 o’clock p. m. 
yesterday. A report is just in from him, stating that lie was in Jackson. 
Bo enemy was found. This command took with it but two days’ rations, 
but I have ordered to leave by daylight to-morrow morning three days’ 
more rations, excepting meat. This I have instructed must be supplied 
by, the country, giving special instructions, however, that it must be 
(lone in a legal way. Owing to the limited amount of transportation, it 
is impossible to forward much of a supply at one time. Thirteen teams 
are reported to me as being the extent of transportation at present 
available. Additional wagons, however, were received a few days ago, 
and as soon as harness is supplied eight more can be started from cap- 
tured mules now in our possession. 

The fortifications here are in a considerable state of forwardness, and 
I would judge, from visiting them this afternoon, are being pushed for- 
ward with vigor. I notice that a number of contrabands, in the shape 


144 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. fOtiAP. X. 

of negroes, are bein g employed, apparently much to tlieir satisfaction. 
I will make inquiry how they came here, and, it the tact lias not been 
previously reported", ask instructions. A j unction with General Prentiss 

is not reported. . . , , 

No blank muster-rolls liave ever been received here. I have ordered 
one copy for each company to he ruled out, and the balance to he copied 
when 'the blanks are received. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
Oapt. J. 0. Kelt on, Saint Louis, Mo. 



, Headquarters, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 1, 1861. 

Sir: Since my report of yesterday reliable information has come in 
to the effect that the enemy are deserting, or have deserted, all tlieir 
positions north of the line from Bird’s Point to Sikeston, and probably 
from there. This movement seems to have commenced on the 27th 
ultimo. Not hearing from General Prentiss, and learning the above 
facts, I have written to General McClernand, at Cairo, advising that 
Colonel Wallace proceed to Charleston, and reeonnoiter from there, as 
directed to do, after a junction had been formed between this command 
and the one from Ironton. Should no instructions be received here 
different from any I now have, upon hearing of General Prentiss’ arrivhl 
at Jackson I will order the column to move south under his command, 
and proceed myself to Bird’s Point and take command there. 

U. S. GRANT, < 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Capt. J. 0. Kelton, 

Asst. Adj. Gen., U. S. Army , Saint Louis, Mo. 


Headquarters United States Forces, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 1, 1861. 
Col. M. L. Smith, Commanding Eighth Missouri Volunteers : 

Sir : The undersigned being instructed from the Western Depart- 
ment of the Army to take command of all the troops in Southeast Mis- 
souri, the command of this post will be relinquished in your favor. You 
will therefore take command at once, making your reports to General 
Fremont, at Saint Louis, from my departure, until otherwise instructed. 
It has been enjoined upon me to see that the work of fortifying he 
pushed vigorously forward. You will see, therefore, that the officers in 
charge of "this work have every facility given them that your command 
affords. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters United States Forces, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 1, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, Cairo , 111. : 

I learn, from information which is reliable that the enemy have left 
Commerce, Benton, and probably Sikeston, &c. They have taken all 
their artillery, and probably fallen back to New Madrid. X would ad- 
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vise that Colonel W allace push out to Charleston at once and recon- 
noiter, without waiting to hear from the column from Ironton. As soon 
as a .1 unction is formed between General Prentiss and Colonel Marsh I 
will, be informed of it, and will assume command of all the troops co- 
operating from this point to Cairo, and will move down the river at 
once. It Colonel Waagner’s instructions are not different from mine, 
.Belmont should have been taken possession of and held. 

IT. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Cape Girardeau , Mo., September 1 , 1861. 

Sir: General Prentiss has just arrived. Will move the column 
under his command to Sikeston as soon as possible. I will go to Bird’s 
P oint and take command there, and push out from that point. General 
Prentiss reports that Hardeo left Greenville the day he left Ironton, 
and lias fallen back into Arkansas. The scarcity of transportation here 
has prevented mo having provisions thrown forward to Jackson pre- 
paratory for this move, and will necessarily cause a delay of at least 
one day. 


Capt. J. 0. Helton, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., 


IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
U. 8. Army , Saint Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters H. S. Forces, 

Cape Girardeau , Mo., September 2, 1861. 
Brig, Gen. 13. M. Prentiss, Cape Girardeau, Mo. : 

My instructions say that the rebels are fortifying Benton. It may 
ho that they have moved to that point some heavy ordnance, which 
could not he taken away in the hurry of their departure. It would be 
well, therefore, to make inquiries in passing through whether such is 
the case. Should any he found at the point, put it under the charge of 
some secessionist of property, who will be held responsible for its 
safety until removed by authority. 

Should anything come to my knowledge of the enemy’s movement 
likely to affect your movement, I will communicate with you as early as 
practicable, either by way of this place or by some point on the river 
below. Should you learn anything of importance, keep me informed, 
if practicable. I would recommend the reading of General Fremont’s 
order (Special Orders, No. 106) to the troops before leaving Jackson. 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadi cr - General. 


Headquarters IT. S. Forces, 

Cairo, III., September 2, 1861. 

I left Cape Girardeau at 10 o’clock this morning. General Prentiss 
raised the question of rank, and finally refused to obey my orders. 
Last night he tendered his resignation after being refused a leave of 
absence, but said he would command as directed until your decision. 
To-day he positively refused, and reported himself in arrest. I have 
10 r r — yol III 
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placed Colonel Cook in command, ■with directions to remain at Jackson 
until further orders. I propose ordering General McOlernand to that 
command if not prohibited. 

Thirty thousand rations wore sent to Jackson last night and this- 
morning. I will forward by to-morrow’s mail a copy of all orders 
issued to General Prentiss, together with charges. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General.. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, 

Commanding Western Department , Saint Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters IT. S. Forces, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., September 2, 1861. 
Col. John Cook, Seventh Illinois Volunteers: 

General Prentiss having placed himself under arrest by his own 
order, the command of the column at Jackson necessarily devolves 
upon the senior colonel with it. The general commanding" having no 
official notice of the relative rank of officers, will assume that they are 
arranged according to the numerical order of the regiments which they 
command, colonels from different States taking rank according to date 
of commission, when they have been issued. When they have not, 
according to the date of being sworn into the United States service. 
It is assumed, therefore, that Colonel Cook, Seventh Regiment Illinois 
Volunteers, is the senior, and the command will devolve upon you. 
You will at once assume command. Hold the troops at Jackson for 
further orders, and make requisitions for one more day’s rations from 
this place and get them out to camp. 

The regiment under Ool. 0. 0. Marsh, Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, 
is to accompany the expedition when it moves. He will therefore he 
directed to send back all his surplus baggage to this place for shipment 
by river. Transportation being so limited’, nothing will be taken not 
strictly required. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier -General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., September 3, 1861. 
Brigadier-General Grant, Cairo, III, : 

According to intelligence received by me the enemy has left Benton, 
but, if your own means of information are not more reliable than mine, 
you will still direct the forces at Jackson to move with all precaution, 
sending scouts along the road as they advance. Should Benton he still 
occupied by the enemy, they are to make an attack, annihilate him, and 
take possession of the place. With the same precautions you will pro- 
ceed from Bird’s Point and cause Colonel Waagner to advance with his 
force from Belmont towards Charleston and occupy that place. From 
Charleston you are immediately to open a direct communication with 
Benton, and from the information you gain at those places you will 
determine whether a united attack -would prove advantageous to our 
forces. Should you regard an attack advisable, you will leave an ade- 
quate reserve on both lines. 

The united force of the enemy at Sikestou is estimated at 16,000, 
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stiongly supported bj, artillery as well as cavalry, tlie latter being 
thoroughly experienced in scouting, and having’ full control over the 
swampy country around Sikeston. 

Before leaving Bird’s Point you will see that all the important points 
on the Illinois Central Railroad are guarded by small squads and that 
the gunboats watch all the crossings on the river between Commerce 
and Hickman. Should you, instead of moving forward, make a stand 
at Benton as well as at Charleston, you will throw up, without delay, 
earthworks to strengthen your position, and report immediately the 
disposition of our own forces; and also, as far as possible, from your 
reconnaissances and the intelligence brought by your scouts, the num- 
bers and position of the enemy. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding . 


Hdqrs. District op Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, September 3, 1861. 

Col, G, Waagner, Chief of Artillery, Belmont, Mo.: 

The movements from Jackson having been detained, you will retain 
possession of Belmont until otherwise directed. The movement upon 
Charleston being deferred, you may make such reconnaissance as is 
safe, and report to me at this place. 

H. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. District op Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 3, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss, Cape Girardeau, Mo. : 

Having received from General Fr6mont orders for you to proceed to 
Saint Louis, I of course decline placing you in arrest. Having sent 
charges to headquarters Department of the West against you, as iu 
duty bound, 1 send you a copy of them. In justice to myself I must 
say that in this matter I have no personal feeling, but have acted 
strictly from a sense of duty, and, should it he General Fremont’s wish, 
am perfectly willing to see the charges quashed and the whole matter 
buried in oblivion. A sacrifice of my own feelings is no sacrifice when 
the good of the country calls for it. 

Some of the dispatches sent here for telegraphing by one of the news- 
paper correspondents accompanying you were of such a character, and 
so detrimental to the good of the service, that I felt it my duty to sup- 
press them. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. District op Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 4, 1861. 

Col, John Cook, Commanding , Jackson, Mo.: 

Yours just received. I have no special instructions for your com- 
mand, only to keep them under restraint. Allow* no marauding, 
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insulting of citizens, searching of houses, except you may find it neces- 
sary, and then let it be done by persons specially detailed for the pur- 
pose. Keep four days’ provisions at least on hand, and be ready to 
move the column at any time it may be ordered. You will not probably 
leave where you are until General Prentiss has gone to Saint Louis, and 
maybe until his return. Should the cavalry horses or mules require 
shoeing, have it done while you are lying still. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding . 


Hdqrs. District or Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 4, 1801. 
Lieut. S. L. Phelps, Commanding Gunboat Conestoga : 

Heavy cannonading being reported south of here, you will proceed 
with all dispatch, and render such assistance as your disposable means 
can afford. Should the alarm prove false, you will return immediately 
and report. 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Cairo, III., September 4, 1801. 

On advice of Commander Rodgers I have ordered the withdrawal of 
troops from Belmont until such time as the column from Jackson may 
move. I have no accurate information of the strength of the rebels at 
Sikeston, but hope to have to-day. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

JBrigad icr- Genera l. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo. 


Cairo, III., September 4, 1861, 

Sir: The prompt execution of your plan by the troops under my 
command having been defeated by General Prentiss’ withdrawal froiii 
the command at Jackson and delaying the movement of that column, 
and the representation of Commander Rodgers as to the efficiency of 
the rebel inland navy, coupled with the impossibility of making a 
retreat from Belmont, except by falling back into the country as far as 
Charleston, and the weakness of the force at Belmont, makes me deem 
it advisable to withdraw the troops from that point until the command 
assumes shape for concert of action. Orders have been given accord- 
ingly. From information gathered from the rebel district I inclose you 
reports of Colonel McArthur* and Colonel Waagner, f reserving copies. 
As fast as information is received I will keep you informed by telegraph. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, 

Comdg. Dept, of the West , Saint Louis, Mo. 


*Not found. 


tNot found, but soo No. 4. 
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Cairo, III., September 4, 1801. 

General : Information is just in from Sikeston, which I am disnosed 
to credit, although the authority is a negro man. He tells a very 
straight story. Says, that the rebels left Sikeston last Monday hacl 
there four regiments of Tennessee and Mississippi troops, ten or twelve 
pieces of artillery drawn by horses, one large piece drawn by five yoke 
ot oxen, and one mortar drawn by three yoke. In addition to this Jeff, 
lliompson held 1^500 r J.licy sold tlioy wore going' to ITgay Madrid 

and then to Memphis. 

On the strength of reconnaissances made by Colonel Waagner I tel- 
egraplied this evening that troops— artillery, cavalry, and infantry — 
citii ho spared from here by sending those from Jackson promptly to 
take possession of Columbus Heights, and Hew Madrid will fall within 
Jive days after. This should be done to-morrow night. Inclosed I send 
you the report of Commander Iiodgers [Ho. 5], retaining copy, 
liespeetfully, your obedient servant, 

IT. S. GEAHT, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj, Gen. John 0. Fremont, 

Gomdg. Dept, of the West, Saint Louis, Mo. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., September 5, 1SG1. 
Frig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Cairo , III. : 

You will commence and prosecute with the utmost speed all the prep- 
aration of the place selected for the fort and intrenched camp on the 
Kentucky shore, forming a triangle with Cairo and Bird’s Point, which 
JbrtiJication we will call Fort Holt. The point, if not determined now, 
should be defined by Colonels Waagner and Webster, and Lieutenant 
Freeman, who was especially intrusted with the selection of the spot. 
To protect the place and the work to he done there you will order a 
sufficient force of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, selecting the troops, 
according to your own judgment, from Cape Girardeau, Cairo, and Bird’s 
Point, and replacing them from our forces concentrated at Jackson. 
The force employed on the Kentucky shore should number at least six 
regiments of infantry, two squadrons of cavalry, and a battery of artil- 
lery, and only after the force is there and the place secured against 
. attack will you plant the four heavy guns to be brought by Captain 
Schwartz. .Besides one of the two artillery companies organized by 
Colonel Waagner, you will detach all the artillerists of Colonel Smith’s 
regiment of Zouaves to Fort Holt; and, using the sand-bags at Cairo 
and the gabions going with the guns, and employing day and night the 
largest force of workmen obtainable, you will put the place in a state of 
defense in the shortest possible time. 

The ammunition called for by requisition of Captain Brinck, acting 
ordnance officer at Cairo, will be sent to-morrow. If you feel strong 
enough, you will take possession of Paducah ; but if not, then opposite 
that place, on the Illinois side of the river, wliich you will do without 
delay, with the view of planting a battery which shall command the 
Ohio and the mouth of the Tennessee Fiver. In a few days I will send 
an adequate force with sufficient artillery to hold that position. If in 
your power, it. would be well to make preparation for building a bridge 
to connect tlie Illinois shore with Paducah. 
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While conducting these operations on the Kentucky and Illinois 
shores, you will not abandon your operations in Missouri, and taking 
Charleston and Sikeston, as well as holding Belmont, you will follow 
the retreating rebels to New Madrid. This, however, must depend 
iiX>on your disposable force and the truth of the report that the enemy’s 
troops from Greenville have retreated to Arkansas. 

J. 0. EKGMONT, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs. District of Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, III , September 5, 1801. 

Inclosed I send you plans and estimates of the work proposed oppo- 
site this place and at Bird’s Point.* A party has been on the Kentucky 
shore most of the day making the preliminary arrangements for prose- 
cuting the work with larger details hereafter. The labor of clearing 
will have to be done by the troops exclusively, and probably a great 
portion of the digging. All information to-day has been telegraphed 
fully. I am now nearly ready for Paducah, should not telegram arrive 
preventing the movement on the strength of the information tele- 
graphed. 

On the subject of fortifications I scarcely feel myself sufficiently con- 
versant to make recommendations, hut it appears to me that the forti- 
fications there need much more labor expended in that way, and heavier 
armament, before labor is expended on the opposite shore. The works 
ordered by you will be prosecuted, however, with all the force available 
for that service. 

IJ. S. GBANT, 

_ . Brigadier-General. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. FeBmont, Saint Louis, Mo. 


Special Orders, \ Hdqrs. District of S. E. Mo., 

®°* — ■ f Cairo, III , September 5, 1801. 

The people of Southwest Kentucky having permitted large bodies of 
armed men in rebellion to the Government to assemble upon her soil, 
to erect batteries, and fire upon the Federal flag, are guilty of an offense 
which must he resisted and punished. All commanders, therefore, on 
the Kentucky borders, within this military district, are directed to em-, 
barrass their communications with rebels in every way possible. To 
this end all ferries, yawls, flats, and other boats within the reach of these 
troops will be seized and taken in charge. Such orders as may he ne- 
cessary for carrying into execution this order will be promulgated at 
once by post commanders. 

By order of Brig. Gen. (T. S. Grant: 

[WM. S. HILLYEK,] 

A. I). G. and A. A. A. General 

* Not found. 
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No. 3. 

Ji'eport of Col. Richard J . Oglesby , Mghth Illinois Infantry , of expeditions 
to Belmont and Charleston. 

Cairo, III., September 3, 1861. 

Hut : I inclose you the official report of Col. G. Waagner, commanding 
expedition to Belmont and Charleston. 

.! have but. a moment, as the steamer is on the move. 

Bust night I sent steamer to communicate with Colonel Waagner. 
"Left here at 10 o’clock. I noticed from my headquarters signals on the 
K entucky shore, rockets and balloons, small, announcing to some other 
post the coming and return of the steamer; she returned at 5 o’clock 
this morning. Captain Bruce, of my regiment, will hand you dispatches. 

Colonel Wallace moves to-day on Charleston; will telegraph you 
lignin to-day, on return of my man from Charleston. 

No marked change in position of enemy since Saturday; yet between 
iNow Madrid and Sikeston and in rear of latter place. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 

E. J. OGLESBY, Colonel. 

Oapt. J. MoKinstry, 

Assistant Adjutant - General , Saint Louis , Mo. 


No. 4. 

Report of Col. G. Waagner, commanding , of expedition to Belmont, 

Headquarters Expedition to Belmont, 

Belmont, Mo., September 2, 1861 — G p. m. 

Hill : I have the honor respectfully to report that in accordance with 
;voitr order I started this morning from Cairo, at 5 o’clock, on the steamer 
4 I ni luim, with the Twelfth Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, Colonel Mc- 
Arthur, 600 strong, for the purpose of destroying the reported fortifica- 
« inns al this place? 

Ono gunboat, under the command of Commander Eodgers, and myself 
It* ft Cairo at 5 o’clock this morning, and proceeded up the Mississippi 
I liver about 20 miles, for the purpose of reconnoitering our weak points, 
ret iirning to Bird’s Point at 8 o’clock. The second gunboat, under com- 
mand of Captain Steinbel, I ordered to Norfolk, to await the arrival of 
ilie convoy. 

in the mean time the steamer Graham was ordered to take on board 
the necessary troops at Bird’s Point, this disposition of the gunboats 
lieing made to mask our movements. At 10 o’clock I left Bird’s Point 
■with my command on the steamer Graham, and on arriving at Norfolk 
li t 10.30 I found both the gunboats awaiting our arrival, as previously 
iUTiinged. I made a reconnaissance of Norfolk, but finding nothing of 
importance, I re-embarked for this place, being well protected by the 
gunboats which protected the landing of our troops in the best military 
manner. The people residing on the Ohio and Mississippi Eivers have 
n very great respect for the gunboats. I arrived at Belmont at 1.30 
p, m. I have not as yet been able to discover any building in the town. 

Our first reconnoiter of three companies Twelfth Eegiment was suc- 
cessful in capturing a small ferry-boat and a boat fitted up with a good 
.sot of tools for repairing muskets, pistols, &c. 

Wo found one man on the last-mentioned boat, who will be sent to 
Ohio, The ferry-boat, I think, can be made useful as a messenger to 
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Cairo. A small party of three mounted scouts observed two horsemen 
at a short distance watching our movements while landing our troops, 
and immediately gave chase, hut were unsuccessful in the pursuit. One 
of the rebels in his flight dropped three letters, a copy of one of which I 
inclose herewith. 


A Dr. Travers, a resident here for ten years, coining down to see us, 
I concluded to detain him a few days. 

X have received reliable information this evening that Island No. 10 
is fortified with 10 heavy gnus. At Union City they have 41 heavy 
guns. At Columbus the rebels fly the secession flag from the top of a 
lofty pole in the center of the village in defiance of our gunboats. 
What shall I do with Columbus ? What with Hickman ? What with 
New Madrid ? In a few days I shall be able to give you correct infor- 
mation in regard to this latter post. 

There are no rebel troops between this place and Charleston, except 
a few of the enemy’s mounted pickets. 

Your obedient servant, 


G. VVAAGNER, 

T _ Colonel Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. FrEmont, 

Commanding Department of the West, Saint Louis. 



No. 5. 


Deport of Commander John Rodgers , U. S. Davy, of engagements at Hidlc - 
man and Columbus, Ky. 

U. S. Gunboat Taylor, 

Dear Cairo, September 4, 1861. 

General: It was agreed upon this morning, upon parting with 
Colonel A aagner at Belmont, that the gunboats Tyler and Lexington 
should make a reconnaissance down the river as far as Hickman. When 
we arrived in sight of Hickman we discovered a rebel gunboat, with the 
Confederate flag flying, off that town. 

The boat fired a shot at us, to which we replied: a number of tents 
extending for Ucilf mile were upon tlio shore fronting the river. Wlieu 
three oi lour shots had been exchanged a battery on shore fired several 
guns, tilery another battery opened upon us. 

The Lexington and this vessel fired some twenty shots, when, finding 
the current fast setting- us down upon their batteries, with which we 
were in no condition to cope, having very little powder on board and 
only half enough gun tackles for working the battery, we returned. I 
think both officers and crew were remarkably cool 1 under the fire; it 
was not, indeed, so close as to be very dangerous. 

I intended to wait for this gunboat when away from her batteries, 
but she ran alongside the river bank and made fast. Upon passing 
Columbus and the chalk-banks we were fired upon by rebels with 
muskets. This was returned with muskets principally, but also by two 
great guns. J 

The army at Hickman is considerable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN RODGERS, 

^ Commander, II. S. Davy i 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West . 
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heports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson , Missouri State Guard Won- 
federate), of operations in Southeastern Missouri, August 30 to September 
i> 3 with correspondence. 

Camp Hunter, Mo., August 30, 1861. 
Col. MoCown, 0. S. A., Commanding Brigade , Siheston, Mo. : 

Hear General : My picket at Benton just sends me word that 
4,000 troops landed at Commerce to-day, and that a man from the 
Cairn states that a large force will leave there to-night. I see from the 
Saint Louis papers that General Prentiss left Ironton with a large force, 
to hunt Hardee. So it seems we have attracted their attention at last, 
and they are after us. What is now to he done 1 Send Pillow word 
or go on with the programme ? They cannot more than drive me hack 
at the worst. I will send up immediately to find out the truth about 
Commerce, and will carefully watch the Cape. Some gentlemen in from 
Bollinger say there are 1,000 Federate at Dallas and 1,200 of my men 
at Lakeville. If I should he compelled to go across to Bloomfield, your 
movement will ho covered hy a general retreat, and he probably more 
effectually done than if I were to stay fighting in squads. I will write 
every hour, if necessary. 

M. JEEP. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Hunter, Mo., August 31, 1861 — 6.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, O. S. A., Hew Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear General : After promising to he more careful and economical 
in future, I must request you to place a little more ammunition at my 
disposal. My men from Hardee are at Lakeville, and have scarcely 
any powder, but an abundance of lead, and we are rather scarce our- 
selves. I would ho pleased, therefore, to have about 20 kegs rifle 
powder ; 10,000 musket caps ; 20,000 shot-gun caps, and 10,000 musket 
cartridges. With these I think I can hold the country against any 
force which may he sent against me. Various rumors of the move- 
ments of the enemy reached me last night, which puts me on the gui 
vine, but I have not had any of them confirmed by the pickets this 
morning, although I ordered all the pickets to advance at daybreak 
until they felt the enemy, never mind how strong. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Hunter, Mo., August 31, 1801 — 5 p. in. 
Dear General: Yours of to-day to General McCown and myself is 
at hand.* You need not fear in the least for my safety, when left un- 
train meled hy other movements. J will he lynx-eyed, and run when- 


Not found. 
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wer there is no prospect of whipping in a fight. If your movements 
«an be kept secret, you succeed ; but I think this is almost impossible 
in an army of gentlemen. It may bo necessary tor me to fall hack on 
'Bloomfield if attacked too strongly; but if they come after me, you 
will succeed in your enterprise ; and if they suspect you, they caunot 
spare men to hunt me in these swamps, for they know that I will kill 
all that come. If you could noisily charter all the small steamboats for 
a trip up White Elver, it might make tho people believe you were going 
to Hardee. Give me the ammunition and what guns you have not men 
for, and I will protect all this country, and, if necessary, stop the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi. As you will have no field work, can you let me 
have Captain Bankhead’s company ? 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., New Madrid , Mo, 


Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Hunter, Mo., September 2, 1801— 1 p.m. 

Dear General : I am getting in very close quarters, hut will try to 
remain here until your plans or the plans of the enemy are further do- 
velox>ed to the public. If the post at Sikeston was maintained, I am in 
the best point in the country ; but, when the enemy find that it is aban- 
doned (if they can spare forces from Bird’s Point), I will be in danger of 
being cut off. Four thousand men have just reached Cape Girardeau 
from fronton, having inarched across, with 150 wagons. I am having 
them carefully watched, and will be prepared to retreat to Bloomfield at 
a moment’s warning. Forces from all directions are pouring into Cairo. 
My spies report 8,000 there on Saturday night. Having been absent 
when your letter came {about the prisoners’ exchange), I have not been 
■able to send mine to you. I will try to send them to Charleston. 

Yours, respectfully, 


M.JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Brig. Geu. Gideon J. Pillow, Mew Madrid, Mo. 


H'dqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G., 
Camp Hunter, Scott County , Mo., September 3, 1861—7 p. m. 

Dear General : Yours of this day is at hand.* I will fall back as 
far as Sikeston to-morrow, and continue southward, if necessary, but 
believe my proper position to be on the White or Little Rivers, at Wag- 
ner’s or Carpenter’s Ford. Seven thousand men, now at Jackson, are to 
start down to Bloomfield and to the west end of the plank road to-mor- 
row to cut off me and your retreat in that direction. These are under 
General Prentiss. My man from Cairo reports this morning 6,000 in 
Cairo, 5,000 at Bird’s Point, 1,000 at Thebes, and 1,000 wont down the 
river yesterday. These are the ones who landfed opposite Columbus. 
This whole force is either to occupy Columbus or move on you, to drive 
you back in the country from New Madrid, while General Prentiss 
appears at the plank road to bag j on. The object is to be consummated 
next Saturday night. This is the i iformation gathered from a gentle- 


‘Not found. 
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from Cai°ro Mt ° ap6 Girar(lc “ at 12 o’clock to-day and my messenger 

? ape 

mine three davs ago will be nL 1( ui „ f n tL 1 9 a P s J , ^ ^ mentioned m 
in New Madrid, «S 

ai,ie if “--St z& 8 a s. 1 

a,Ml t0 SkimisU oSflgM"to!nU7r 

JiKjbtas^ 

unidy, that nothing but sudden and unexpected blows can be successful 
1 Wl11 *®ep «P constant communication iter to-morrow 
Yours, respectfully, 

. M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

. ,, _ Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Brig*. Gen. Gideon «J. Pillow, Neio Madrid, Mo. 


Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. G. 

Camp Hunter , Mo., September 3, 1801. 

Col. Aden Lowe, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard , Camp Lakeville, Mo. : 


— 'j ^ ^ v ig xi ttii u in mar direction, Keening* 

your pickets and vedettes sufficiently advanced on that side to give 
you several hours’ notice of his approach and to judge of his actual 
Hueng’tn. it he is too strong*, send your baggage to Bloomfield, and 
maneuver your men in Ills front, driving in his advance oil every 
occasion, and delay his march until I can get to your assistance. Keep 
fimml e<1, 1 WiU 8 ° 011 traus t )orfcin S’ stores until the rumor is con- 

Yours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Gamp Brown, 

Hew Madrid, Mo., September 5, 1801 — 1 a. m. 

■Col. Aden Lowe, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard, Lakeville, Mo. : 

Dear Sir : There has been such movement made on the part of our 
allies that it is necessary for my command to go to New Madrid, and 
will immediately take 1,000 men and join General Pillow’s forces at 
Columbus, to act against Cairo. You will by this means be entirely 
unsupported, and must rely upon your own resources, and fall back, if 
necessary. Probably you had better fall back to Bloomfield at once, 
put your sick men in the hospital, have your guns repaired, and fix 
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the men up. I have just; received a large quantity of clothing, hoots, 
shoes, ammunition, &e., and will save your share. You had better 
send over some one who is posted in your wants, with all the teams, 
except those necessary for your traveling, and get such, tilings as tiro 
needed. 1 need not write you a longer letter, as you can appreciate my 
interest in your command. 

Yours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

B r iyutl Ur- i.l entru l, Co mma n cling* 


AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER, 7, 186L— Operations in Northeastern Missouri,, 
including action September 4, at Shelbina. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1. — Brig. Gcu, S, A. Hurl but, 17. S. Army, 

No. y. — Col. Nelson Ct. Williams. Third Iowa Infantry. 

No. 3. — Lieut, Col. Charles W. Blair and Mnj. William F. Cloud, Second Kansas In- 
fantry. 


No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Qcn . 8. A. llurUmt , U. 8. Army . 

General: I inclose herewith the report of Col. N. G. Williams, 
Third Iowa, in relation to the affair at Shelbina. Certain other facta 
relative to my movements are necessary for the full understanding of 
the matter. 

I left Kirksville, in Adair County, on August 30, with detachment of 
500 men, Third iowa, in command of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott $ seven 
companies Sixteenth Illinois, Colonel Smith; Mattison’s artillery, two 
pieces, and one other piece attached to the Sixteenth. There were also 
about 150 Home Guards, nearly all mounted, temporarily led by Lieu- 
tenant Call, of Third Iowa. We marched that day to Wilson’s, 10 miles. 
On the 31st. of August we moved from Wilson to Lakeland, 15 miles. 
On the 1st of September from Lakeland to Bethel, 15 miles. 

At Bethel I was joined by Colonel Moore’s command, S50 men, with 
one piece of artillery. I then ordered Colonel Smith and Colonel Moore, 
with their commands, to proceed by 'Philadelphia to Palmyra; Colonel 
Smith to hold Palmyra, and Colonel Moore to follow Green’s force 
wherever lie might be advised it was, giving them all the artillery and 
cavalry. My information there was that Green was at Philadelphia. ' 

With the sick men of the command, numbering over 120, and the 
Third Iowa, I moved from Bethel, through Shelbyville, to Shelbina. I 
reached Shelbina in a terrific rain and wind storm on the 2d September 
about 7 p. m. It was impossible to telegraph for railroad transporta- 
tion on account of the storm, and the men went into quarters for the 
night. Transportation was ordered in the morning of the 3d ; arrived 
about noon, and the command was transported to Brookfield. At 
Shelbina I first learned that Colonel Williams had gone to Paris, but 
I was also informed that he had not less than 1,200 men with him, in- 
cluding liis own force and the Second Kansas Regiment. There were 
no supplies of any kind at Shelbina, and I saw no reason to suppose 
that there was any cause for holding my immediate command there. 
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sent trains down from Brookfield to brine' up Colonel 
Williams force. About 11 a. in. I received a dispatch from Colonel 
Williams asking re-enforcements; that lie was surrounded by some 
M 00 1 answered by telegraph that I would come down with 

.350 men to assist him and to hold the place. Shortly after I received 

:^Vni r (ll ? pa '? 1 eu emy had opened fire with two pieces of 

ai ti loiy. I ordered that the troops charge at once and take the battery. 

Ihese dispatches were received at Shelbina, I hurried forward the 
•embarkation of the men at Brookfield, and started as rapidly as possi- 
•w^ir 0ll /f ' JVlu 8' Macon City, I learned by telegraph that Colonel 
Williams force had abandoned Shelbina, and were then near Clarence, 
lu miles east of Macon. As it was now near night, I concluded to wait 
for their arrival. They came up about 8 p. in. I sent for Colonel Will- 
isims and the officers of the Second Kansas Regiment, and demanded 
the reasons for withdrawal. Colonel Blair and Major Cloud stated that 
™y. JiaiL insisted on the abandonment of the place against Colonel 
Williams consent ; that they considered the order to charge the battery 
impracticable. They further informed me that their time of service was 
■out; that by orders from General Fremont they were on their way 
home to reorganize the regiment; showed me Major-General Fremont’s 
■orders for their transportation west, and demanded transportation ac- 
cordingly^ I requested them as a matter of justice to Colonel Williams 
to put their statement into writing, which was done, and a copy of which 
is hereto attached. 

.In the morning of the 0th I ordered down the balance of my force 
from Brookfield^ and sent the Second Kansas west. Great delay oc- 
curred in obtaining the necessary timber and material for the repair of 
the road, which we Imd ascertained to be very much torn up in the 
neighborhood of Shelbina, especially as the engineers refused to run 
after dark. 


On the morning of flic 7th of September, having collected the neces- 
sary material, and taking under my command the Third Iowa and two 
hundred men of the Illinois Sixteenth, I started east on the road and 
worked through without opposition, but with considerable delay, to 
Shell) ina, where I had the honor of oxieuing communications with you. 
I was in hopes that the Second Kansas would have remained with 
the command, but did not consider that I had any authority to order 
them to do so. As Brookfield was, in my judgment, much exposed to 
attack, and had a large amount of Government property, I requested 
them to remain and guard that point. This they also declined, but after- 
wards, on arriving at the post, concluded to do so. 

It appears from Colonel Williams’ statement that he had only 280 
of his own men; that he was willing to hold Shelbina, and wholly re- 
fused to abandon it, but was compelled to do so by the action of the 
Second Kansas. 

The only casualty that occurred at Shelbina was that Captain McClure, 
of the Second Kansas, lost liis foot by a cannon ball. I learned from 
good sources at that point that at least seven of the enemy were killed. 
The force was commanded by Martin E. Green, the same that was at 
Philadelphia, and fell away from that point before the advance of Moore 
and Smith, re-enforced largely by sudden levies from Monroe, Marion, 
and Balls Counties. Their numbers I only gather from the reports made 
to me. I do not think that Green had of his own command more than 
1 , 200 . 

It is my opinion that Shelbina could have been bcld, but the fault of 
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surrendering that position does not rest, in my judgment, on any of the 
officers or men of my command. 

I have the honor, general, to be your most obedient servant, 

S. A. iniltLBTJT, 
Brigadier- General, IT. S. Army. 
Brig. Gen. John Pope, Commanding Northern Missouri. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. Nelson G. Williams , Third Iowa Infantry. 

Mao on, September 5, 1861. 

Sir: In obedience to your order, I respectfully submit the following 
statement of facts connected with the Paris expedition and the reasons 
why I retired from Slielbina : 

Late Friday evening (August 30) I received a telegraphic dispatch 
from General Pope to take my effective command, together with Loring’s 
cavalry, proceed to Palmyra, open the road, and then go to Paris and 
take the specie and funds in the bank, and send it to Saint Louis. Early 
Saturday morning 1 started from Brookfield to execute the order. I 
arrived at Palmyra about noon, was there informed by the railroad em- 
ployes that we would have to go to Hannibal in order to turn the engine 
west, they telling me it would be impossible to back the train. As a, 
further reason for going to Hannibal, there was $150,000 in specie on 
board, and from instructions X received it would be in some danger of 
being seized by the rebels. I arrived at Hannibal, and while feeding 
iny men the Second Kansas (Regiment arrived per boat, an route for 
Kansas, to recruit. I immediately invited them to join me iu the Paris 
expedition, as I had learned on my down trip that it would be unsafe 
with my force (320 men) to go into Monroe County. They consented 
and we started Sunday morning. Arrived at Slielbina about noon. I 
pressed into service some wagons to carry provisions and sick men, and 
started lor Paris about 8 o’clock in tlio evening'. My entire force con- 
sisted of about 020 men, viz, 520 infantry and 100 cavalry. I arrived 
m Paris at daylight Monday morning, September 2. I immediately pro- 
ceeded to the bank, in company with M, Cassel, esq. (agent to receive 
money). We called the directors together. They informed us that tlie 
cashier had taken the money to a safe place, and that they did not know 
where he or the money was. We waited during the day, thinking that 
they would get the money. In the afternoon I learned that the whole 
country was rising in arms against us. About 5 o’clock I gave the 
order to prepare for our return march, but a tremendous storm coining 
up I countermanded the order, and resolved to stay in Paris overnight 
I quartered my men in the court-house and vacant buildings. About 
midnight we received an alarm and turned out under arms, and re- 
mained so during the night. Started on our return at daybreak. In 
the mean time I had learned that Green and his forces had got past 
General Hurlbut, and that he had prepared an ambush for me on the 
straight road to Slielbina. I determined to take the road to Clinton 
making a detour of 10 miles. Every step of the way I found evidence 
that the whole people were in arms. I arrived, however, in Slielbina, at 
night, having escaped the ambush, but had one man wounded (supposed 
mortally) by the enemy’s pickets. When I arrived in Slielbina I found 
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do communication oast or west* innma/i +i-.r,+ n _ 

had left that day for BroohfeW ’ Smlhat 

t,ho morning, mid after the enemy had shown himself in' 

tofellce my “mmCt wav bl T ° a f, Lt word “ another train was comtog 

, 1 ecuvul ci note from the rebel commander, giving 1 me thirtv irnrmip« 
to move the women anrtcMlrtreu and to surrender. X “rtert the women 

modtn ies “the nnemv y ‘A? 1 ' 8 ™-, I breaded the streets and pie- 
I' ll , !- 1 sti After a short time the enemy onened mi ««. 

\\ith two pieces ot artillery, one 9 and one 6 pounder (reported to hip 

niilSoff" 1 *! ^ 

With mv o'l iV i ^nr.i i 1 tins time the > enemy numbered full 4,000.. 
vim 1113 glass 1 could discover a strong force under cover* nf 

to nnpport their artillery. I offered to lmUhe men out on the £ 

ioeted^I did “mt^iiisist^a's f#” W of the Seooud Kansns. ob- 
• A ' iit ,, i -J ,r 1,1 1 thought the opposing force too great. 

t<>"vint m, t n Ami- T' :erea J? 1 ? some 2 miles in fe west 

til mg up the track. 1 immediately ordered one company on the 

Jph 11 °* r ! 1U l i ll> 0 was done, and the enemy driven from 

that point I observed also a force in the east tearing up track and 
started a tram that way, but the train came back, as the enemy opened 
upon it with their artillery. The officer in command reported to me 

5 ‘t?S 8 U 1 , r ) u < r° TO?? a ? K } trail1 of more value than a little piece 
ot Hack. X told him lie did right. x 



-1 , ,1 .... / „ — receiving some thirtv 

sliots, the officers of the Second Kansas held a meeting, and sent Major 
Jloud to me, demanding that X should withdraw the men, saving thev 
had been in one Springfield fight and did not wish to be in another 
(meaning fighting against such odds), and also that if I would with- 
draw and get artillery they would come back with me. He further 
stated that his men Avere discontented, and supposed they were going 
home, and did not like being brought on the expedition : that he, to 
encourage them, had held out the inducement to them that the money 
m tlie bank was to pay them off with ; that they only considered them- 
selves in the light of volunteers, &c. I still resisted, and declared I 
Avould not mention the subject of retreating to my men, as I had been 
to them and told them we could hold the place ) but finally they in- 
sisted so strongly, and fearing there might be a stampede, I consented 
to call the officers together. When they met, I said to them I had 
nothing further to say. After they had decided it to be expedient to 
retire, I told them to Avait orders. I delayed giving orders any further 
than to tell them to go to their companies and prepare to move. After 
a few minutes I saw tlie Kansas men starting fbr the cars. They filled 
the first train and started. I jumped on the engine, and ordered the 
engineer to move slow, so that the cavalry could keep up with him 
on tlie right flank (the enemy was on the south). I then jumped off, 
mul started hack for my own men (289), but they, seeing the Kansas 
men off, had got on the second train and started before I got hack. In 
the confusion the Iowa men left some of their coats and knapsacks in 
quarters. They did not know at the time we w r ere retiring from the 
enemy. There were also one transportation Avagon and four mules 
left, all of which might have been brought off had they waited for 
orders. 
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It is proper for me to state that I liad bat one captain with me at 
the time, and he had been quite sick some days, and was unfit for duty 
at the time, but he turned out and rendered me valuable assistance. 
I was extremely short lor officers. I had sent three home sick. I then 
moved the trains to Hudson and reported to you in person, 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. G. WILLIAMS, 

Colonel Third Iowa, 

Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, IT. S. A, 


Ho. 3. 

.Report of Lieut Col. Charles W. Blair and Mqj. William F. Cloud , Sec- 
ond Kansas Infantry. 


Hudson, Mo., September 5, 1801. 

Sir: It is perhaps proper for me to state formally to you a fact or 
two relative to the evacuation of Shelbina on yesterday. 

The enemy numbered, as nearly as we could ascertain, about 3,000, 
and we had about 000 effective men. We drove them several times, and 
held our position until the enemy brought to bear upon us two pieces 
of artillery, one G and one 9 pounder. We having no artillery, and not 
being able to reach them otherwise, but being compelled to sit still 
behind barricades and receive discharges of artillery which would in- 
evitably have destroyed the command, I, after consultation with Major 
Cloud and the officers of the Second Kansas, insisted upon the men 
being withdrawn until we could be re-enforced by artillery, which wo 
understood was at Brookfield.- Colonel Williams was averse to the 


withdrawal, but we insisted that it should be done, and he finally 
yielded a reluctant and unwilling assent, and as we had volunteered 
to serve in the Paris expedition, he was in courtesy compelled to pay 
some attention to our wishes in the matter, and consequently he at last 
yielded. 

Yery respectfully, 

CHAS. W. BLAIR, 

Lieut. Col . , Comdg. Second Regt. Kansas Yols. 


Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut. 


W. P. CLOUD, Major. 


SEPTEMBER 1-3, 1861. — Expeditions through Jefferson County, Mo. 

Report of Col. Chester Harding , Tenth Missouri Infantry. 

Pacific [Mo.], September 3, 1801. 

Sir: Major Holmes, with a detachment of 320 men, returned from 
-Jefferson County on the 1st instant. He did not succeed in finding the 
enemy in force, hut found a camp which had recently been deserted, 
and saw squads of mounted men at a distance too great for pursuit by 
infantry. Several flying rebels were fired upon, and some of the men 
..say two were killed, but Major Holmes thinks this to be a mistake. 

I desired very much to arrest two of the more notorious leaders of 
■the rebels, one Hildebrand and a Dr. Smith j both fled. The expedi- 


j 
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Hymens, all of whom will be sent to Saint LouiTto^ wfi X 
was caught with a lingo knife in Ms bands, apparently creeping upon 
oii<i of our sentries. I shall deliver him to Colonel Burbank, to be kept 
for such action as may bo deemed requisite. I suggest that lie, at least, 
bo sent to Cairo. The four next named are Irishmen, from Saint Louis 
ivlio say they visited the region m which they were found to seek em- 
Idoyniont. They were doubtless sent there to find employment as 
1 emails loi the South ern Army, but as there is no iiositive evidence 
against them, 1 shall release them on their arrival in Saint Louis, havii 


* ‘ V” , — VJL u'Uiuuugn Ui is mosr probable that 

he has been used as recruiting agent and spy, no positive evidence can 
bo brought against him. Ho will also be released at Saint Louis 

Having heard that the secessionists had assembled again after Manor 
Holmes left, I sent another party to attempt to surprise them last night 
As they probably supposed our men to be wearied out, and as the 
night was dark and stormy, the attempt may be successful. I shall not 
hear from them before the evening train leaves. 

Yesterday morning I went to Washington, and there directed Colonel 
Kallmann to leave guards at the Saint John Bceuf Creek, Big and Little 
Berger Bridges, and take the remainder of his force from Miller’s Land- 
ing south to Georgetown, near the Bourbeuse Liver, on the line be- 
tween kTankliii and Gasconade Counties, to chastise some rebels who 
had gathered in that vicinity and were committing depredations on the 
Union men. He was to relieve the Home Guard then guarding those 
bridges, who were to come to this place. I also directed Colonel Owens 
of the Homo Guard, to ascertain if he could induce 200 of them to 
volunteer for a four days’ expedition into Crawford County, leaving the 
Southwest Branch Railroad at Stanton, proceeding up the Bourbeuse 
to a point opposite Cuba, and within a few miles of the point to which 
Kallmann was going, via Cuba to the Meramec, thence down the Mera- 
mec to a point opposite Stanton, and thence return for muster. That 
region is full of the most pestiferous traitors. This morning, however 
Owens telegraphed me that Colonel Kallmann did not relieve his men’ 
who would have readily volunteered, but proceeded with his whole 
command from Miller’s Landing. The superintendent of the Pacific 
Railroad also informed me that I could not have a special train, as 
Colonel Wyman, tut Holla, had an engine and train which was likely to 
be on the road at any moment excepting when it would come in eonilict 
with the regular trains. 

I was the more disappointed to learn this fact, as Colonel Wyman 
had scut a .messenger to me last night, urging me to send a force to 
Cuba (25 miles distant from Holla), for its protection, and to disperse a 
large body of rebels said to be in camp near there. This expedition 
must he deferred, therefore. Colonel Wyman may have concluded to 
use the means at his command to effect the same purpose. 

A regiment is started to-day by the enrollment of one company. 
Several others are ready to join it as soon as they can be relieved. 
The bridges from Cheltenham to Meramec Station (outside of my dis- 
trict) are guarded by Home Guards which belong here, and are anxious 

II it it — VOL III 
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to enlist for three years. My power to accomplish the object for which 
I was ordered here would be increased if their places could be filled by 
troops from Saint Louis. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHESTER HARDING-, 
Colonel Tenth Missouri Volunteers. 

Capt. John 0. Kelton, 

Ass A Adjt. Gen., Western Department. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1881. — Action at Dry Wood Creek,* Mo. 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1. — Letter of Capt. W. E, Prince, First TJ. S. Infantry, transmitting report, &o. 
No. 2 . — Report of Brig. Gen. J. II. Lane, commanding Kansas Brigade. 

No. 3. — Letters from General Lano relative to future operations. 

No. 4. — Instructions from. Captain Prince to Colonel Peabody, U. S. R. 0. 

No. 1. 

Letter of Capt. TP. D. Prince , First U. S. Infantry , transmitting report 

of General Lane, &o. 

. Headquarters Fort LEAyENwoRTn, Kans., 

September 5, 1SG1. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose a copy of the communication received 
from General Lane at 1.30 a. in. this morning [No. 2], also a copy of the 
letter addressed to Colonel Peabody and dispatched by express at I a. 
m. this morning [No. 4]. If Colonel Peabody is able to co-operate with 
General Lane, it will afford him some assistance. Yon will perceive 
that this is the only aid which I could extend. The general command- 
ing must be aware that the communication via the Hannibal and Saint 
Joe Road is seriously interrupted, and must remain so for some time; 
therefore, if it will not be considered presumptuous in me, I would sug- 
gest, as the best means of augmenting the forces under General Lane, 
a column of at least 3,000 troops be detached at once from Jefferson 
City, with orders to unite with Lane on the Osage; the only way, in my 
judgment, which will afford Lane the necessary and timely succor. 

Our mail and telegraph connections with the east are and have been 
entirely out off tor the past five days, and I have availed myself of the 
movements of a private individual in the hope this may reach you. 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. PRINCE, 

Captain , First Infantry. Commanding. 

Capt. John O. Kelton, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fldgrs. Western Dept.) Saint Louis , Mo. 

P. S. — I have sent General Lane a copy of this and my letter to 
Colonel Peabody. 

* From a return of casualties in the Eighth Division Missouri State Guard, Brig. 
Gen, J. S. Rains commanding, it appears that the Confederate loss in this action was 
4 killed and 16 wounded. 
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No. 2. 


Report of Brig. Gen. J. J3T. Bane, commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Fort Lincoln, September 3, 1801. 

J informed you that wo drove back the advanced guard of tlie enemy 
and or the loss of Weer’s mules. My cavalry engaged tlie whole force 
of the enemy yesterday for two hours 12 miles east of Fort Scott. It 
turns out to be the column of Price and Rains, numbering from 6,000 
to 10,000, with seven pieces of artillery, some 12-pounders. I last night 
fell buck upon this point, leaving there at midnight. I left my cavalry 
to amuse the enemy until we could establish ourselves here and remove 
our good stores from Fort Scott. I have ordered Major Dean to join 
mo by forced marches. I am compelled to make a stand here, or give 
up Kansas to disgrace and destruction. 

It you do not hear from me again, you can understand I am surrounded 
by a superior force. When thus situated, I trust the Government will 
see th e necessity for re-enforcing me. My loss so far is about 5 kill ed 
and 0 wounded. The enemy has suffered considerably. 

Tlie fight yesterday was a gallant one on our part. Colonel Mont- 
gomery and Colonel Weer behaved admirably. In fact, all the troops 
engaged behaved steadily. Lieutenant Hollister is here, and is making 
himself useful. I can only try again. Send me re-enforcements. 

Yours, truly, 


J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Captain Prince, Commanding Fort Leavenworth. 


No. 3. 

Letters from General Lane relative to future operations. 

Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Fort Lincoln, September 4, 1861, 
Capt. W, E. Prince, Commanding Lost Fort Leavenworth : 

Silt : I dispatched Lieutenant Hollister to you to intelligently post 
you as to tlie situation of affairs on this border. I also inclose you a 
note from Colonel Montgomery, the last dispatch from him.* I am 
holding Fort Scott with a cavalry force, regular and irregular, of about 
800 men within 4 miles of the border and 12 miles of the enemy’s posi- 
tion. I am holding Barnesville, 12 miles northeast of Fort Scott, within 
11 miles of the border, with an irregular force of about 250 men, sta- 
tioned in log buildings, and am now strengthening their position with 
earth intrenclmients. 

I have here a regular force of about 1,200 men, and an irregular force 
I am now organizing, amounting in all to about 400 or 600 men, and 
am strengthening the position to stay. I have before given you all the 
information as to the strength of the enemy. All sources of information 
concur that their force is in the neighborhood of 6,000 ; that they have 
fortified themselves on the Dry Wood, 10 miles northeast of Fort 
Scott, and are rapidly re-enforcing ; that they have seven pieces of artil- 
lery, either one or two '12-pounder howitzers, and the balance 6-pound- 


* Inclosure not found. 
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ers j that they have already 1,000 mounted men, that are increasing 
much more rapidly than their infantry. The cavalry that we engaged 
are armed with minie rifles, and from the prisoners we have taken wo 
learn the entire force is armed with the same, lii their artillery are 
some of the guns taken from our army at the battle near Springfield. To 
retake those guns it seems to me would benefit the cause of the country 
as much as any other event that could transpire. Cannot this Govern- 
ment supply me without delay with sufficient artillery and men to 
destroy that army and capture those guns I It is within 15 miles of 
me, with a smooth prairie between us. In twelve hours after being re- 
enforced I can be upon them, give peace to Kansas, confuse the enemy, 
and advance the cause of the Union. I have detailed Lieutenant Hol- 
lister to the command, in the absence of Colonel Johnson, of the two 
companies of Iowa troops, and should like to retain him here in that 
command and as mustering officer. He has proved himself a gallant 
officer. 

Humors that the enemy is moving are coming in, but I do not fully 
rely upon them. 

I send you the last note from Montgomery. 

J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Fort Lincoln , September 5, 1801. 
Captain Prince, Commanding Post Fort Leavemvorth : 

I have just received information from the advance at Port Scott that 
the enemy has broken up camp and is moving to the rear, and from a 
deserter that their destination is Lexington. It may be true that they 
are moving upon Lexington, but I am acting upon the opinion that they 
are moving to the rear for the purpose of crossing over to the north side 
of the Osage, expecting to attack Barnes ville, this post, and Port Scott, 
in detail. Should my opinion be correct, this movement places us in 
rather an awkward situation, but I hope to extricate myself and defeat 
them. It the move is upon Lexington, I will annoy them as far as my 
forces and the protection ot Kansas will admit of. I cannot believe, 
however, that that army has retreated satisfied with the stealing of 60 
mules and with a loss of from 150 to 200 men in killed and wounded. 
I will therefore move over to meet them on the north side of the Osage, 
first at Barnesville, and the final stand at this place. 

J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade , 
By ABEAM CUTLER, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General. 


No. 4. 

Instructions from Capt. IF. F. Prince to Colonel Peabody. 

Headquarters Port Leavenworth, Kin s., 

September 5, 1861. 

Colonel Peabody, 

Commanding TJ. S. Reserve Corps , Lexington , Mo. : 

Sir : I have this moment (1.30 o’clock the morning of the 5th instant) 
received an express from General Laue, who states that the enemy in 
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force engaged his cavalry 12 miles east of Fort Scott, on the 2d instant, 
for two hours. Lane has withdrawn from Fort Scott, and taken up a 
position 12 miles north of that place, called Fort Lincoln. It is of the 
utmost importance that re-enforcements reach him the earliest moment, 
and it is presumed that re-enforcements from Jefferson City intended 
for Lexington have reached that place. You will be at liberty to pro- 
ceed by forced marches to the aid of General Lane, taking the route 
either direct from Lexington or via the river and Kansas City. 

General Lane has supplies; therefore it will not he necessary to in- 
cumber yourself with them. Take Captain Graham’s company with 
you, your artillery, and leave at Kansas City such forces only as will 
protect that place. Please acknowledge the receipt of this, and inform 
me of your movements, and endeavor to communicate your intentions 
to General Lane. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. PEIRCE, 

Captain, First Infantry , Commanding. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1861. — Expeditions in the direction of Columbia, Boone 
County, Mo., and Iberia, Mo. 

Report of Col. Jefferson C. Davis , Twenty -second Indiana Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

Jefferson City , Mo., September 3, 1861. 

General: Last night I started an expedition, consisting of the Fifth 
Iowa Regiment, under command of Colonel Worthington, with some 
cavalry, across the river in the direction of Columbia, Booue County, 
with orders to capture or disperse all armed parties he could And, and 
also to take into possession all property belonging to such parties. This 
expedition was sent under my immediate supervision, during the terrible 
rain, which continued most of the night, and is by this (LI o’clock) time 
cm its march from the river to Columbia. I hope to surprise some of 
the rebel camps. Colonel Worthington’s command will return on Satur- 
day. I have taken steps to secure the money in the banks at Kansas 
City, Independence, and Lexington, and will immediately take steps to 
secure that at the other points mentioned, if possible. 

An expedition which I sent out a few days ago in the direction of 
Iberia returned yesterday with some four or five prisoners, two of 
whom were captured with United States muskets in their possession. 
I have them confined. Colonel McClelland, who commanded this expe- 
dition, reports troops collecting there for the Confederate Army. 

Reports vary much in estimating the number of troops collecting in 
the vicinity of Warsaw, but all agree that this part of the country is 
very active in furnishing recruits and supplies. 

It is now time for the mail to leave. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. C. DAYIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo. 
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SEPTEMBER 3, 1861. — Occupation of Columbus and Hickman, Ky,, by the 

Confederate Eorces.* 

Report of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. 8. A., commanding District of South- 
eastern Missouri. 

Cairo, III., September 5, 1861. 

I regrot to inform, you that Confederate forces in considerable num- 
bers have invaded the territory of Kentucky, and are occupying and 
fortifying strong positions at Hickman and Chalk Bluffs. 

U. B. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General , U. 8. Army. 
Speaker House op Representatives, Frankfort, Ky. 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1861.— Expedition to Big Springs, Mo. 

Report of Ool. A. B. Kovey , Twenty -fourth Indiana Infantry. 

Sulphur Springs, September 7, 1801. 

Sir: As directed, I proceeded last night to the supposed locality of 
the rebel camp near Big Springs. We arrived about 4 o’clock in the 
morning. We found no rebels near, and from the best information 
there is no rebel force in the county. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALVIN P. HOVE Y, . 

Commanding Twenty-fourth Indiana. 

Maj. J. H. Eaton. 


SEPTEMBER 8-9, 1861. — Expedition against Green’s Guerrillas in Missouri. 

Knri?oi??, r j?s. 

No. 1. — Maj . Gen. John C. Fr6mont, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Brig. Gon. John Pope, U. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, U. 8. Army. 

Headquarters, September 11, 1861. 

Report of General Pope to-day from Hnnn ewell. Made night marches 
on Green Sunday night, who, however, got notice of his approach, hut 
was successful in causing the dispersion of Green’s 3,000 rebel force, 
leaving behind them much baggage, provisions, and forage, and the 
public property captured by Green at Shelbina. Pope’s infantry too 
much fatigued to pursue. The horsemen followed in pursuit 10 or Id 
miles until the enemy scattered. He starts west with Sixteenth Illi- 
nois Volunteers to continue pursuit immediately, but, as Green’s force 
is mounted, infantry cannot do much in overtaking them. Railroad 
east of Brookfield is open, and no more secession camps will he made 
within 20 miles. 

* This date is taken from Confederate records; for -which, in reference to the occu- 
pation of these places, see ‘‘September 3-12, 1861. — Advance of Confederate Forces 
into Kentucky,” in Chap. XII of this series. 
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General Grant telegraphs from Cairo that the first gun is in position 
at Fort Holt, Kentucky. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 

Major - General, Commanding. 

Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Ildqrs . of the Army , Washington, B. C. 


No. 2. 

Report of Brig. Gen. John Pope, 77. S. Army. 

Hunnewell, September 10, 1SG1. 

I marched on Green at dark Sunday. Reached his camp at daylight 
in morning. As usual, lie had received notice of our approach, but, in 
consequence of night marches, few hours before I reached there. His 
force, about 3,000, scattered in every direction, leaving much bag- 
gage, provisions, and forage, as also the public property captured atr 
Shelbina. The infantry of my command was, of course, unable to pursue 
after a forced night march of 23 miles. The few horsemen followed 
the train for 10 or 15 miles until it scattered in various directions. 
The bulk of his force has crossed the North Missouri road at lienick, 
and are making for woods of Chariton. I go west with Sixteenth 
Illinois and Third Iowa immediately in pursuit. 

Moored force proceeded by laud to Canton, and will there organize. 
Four hundred of Bussey’s cavalry are in Northeast Missouri, but I 
think not doing much. As soon as I can run down Green’s force I will 
go to Keokuk. Please send Colonel Tindall back to Brookfield imme- 
diately ; he went down for his arms to Saint Louis, and can now be of 
much service. 

Glover and Moore will organize their regiments I hope in a few days. 
Green’s force is mounted, and infantry cannot do much in overtaking 
them. 

Tiie railroad east of Brookfield is open, and I think no more secession 
camps will be made within 20 miles. 

JOHN POPE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Major-General Fremont. 


SEPTEMBER 8-10. — Reconnaissances from Cairo, 111., and engagements at 

Lucas Bend, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1.— Col. G. Waagnor, Chief of Artillery, of reconnaissance, September 8. 

No, 2 . — Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, of reconnaissance, September 10. 

No, 1. 

Report of Col. G. Waagner, of reconnaissance , September 8. 

Artillery Department, 

Cairo , 111., September 8, 1SG1. 

Sir: In consequence of your order received yesterday, I started this 
morning at 5 o’clock on the gunboat Lexington, commanded by Captain 
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Stembel, for a reconnaissance to Columbus. About 7 o’clock a. m/ we 
passed Islands Nos. 3 and 4, wliere we discovered the camp tires a few 
miles above Columbus, on the Kentucky shore, exactly in the center of 
the two natural platform blufts commanding the river and Belmont. In 
attempting to pass the foot of Lucas Bend, near Columbus, two batteries 
opened lire on us, one consisting of three the other of four guns, but, not- 
withstanding the high elevation given to their pieces, tlieir shot all fell 
short. We did not answer, as they were out of range and we could not 
do them any damage, the caliber of the guns being two 24-pounder how- 
itzers and 24 and 32 pounders oil barbette carriages. The direction of 
their guns was good, the powder weak, and the fuses entirely too long. 
I was quite well satisfied with the reconnaissance, but, having some sus- 
picion of gunboats lying in Lucas Bend, I requested Captain Stembel to 
throw some shell in the bend. This was done, and caused the appear- 
ance of two gunboats. One of them followed us. As it was not our in- 
tention to enter into an engagement we retreated, and arrived at Cairo 
this day at 10 o’clock a. in. It is beyond doubt that on the bluffs at 
•Columbus there is a camp of at least 2,000 men, with two batteries of 
heavy guns, about six pieces in all, and opposite between Belmont and 
Lucas Bend there are about 1,000 men and some field pieces. 

It affords me pleasure to report the cool, calculating, and energetic 
behavior of Captain Stembel, his officers and men. 

Very respectfully, 


Brig. Gen. tT. S. Grant, 

Commanding Forces, Southeast Missouri. 


G. WAAGNER, 
Chief of Artillery. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Qen. U. S. Grant , JJ. S. Army, of reconnaissance 

September 10. 


Cairo, September 10, 1801. 

Gunboats returned. Engaged batteries at Lucas Bend all day. 
Found 10 guns on Missouri shore. Rebel batteries all silenced. One 
man wounded oil Conestoga. The gunboat Yankee was disabled, and 
would have been taken but for land batteries near Columbus. The 
rebels must have suffered severely. Discovered large bodies of cavalry 
on Missouri side. Saw no troops on Kentuckv side. 


Maj. Gen. John 0. ErLbiont. 


TT. S. GRANT. 


Hdqrs. District Southeastern Missouri, 

Cairo, September 10, 1801. 

, This morning Colonel Waagner started from Norfolk, with all the 
force that could be spared from that point, to reconnoiter towards Bel- 
mont, supported by the gunboats Conestoga and Lexington. They 
went as far as Beckwith’s farm, about 5 miles below Norfolk. Found 
no regular force, but had 1 man wounded and lost 1 horse by shots 
from the pickets of the rebels. The gunboats, however, penetrated 
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farther, and found large numbers of cavalry on the Missouri shore, and 
as near as they could ascertain 15 pieces of artillery on wheels and 1 
large piece in position. Some of the pieces were ascertained to be 
M ■pounder rifled guns. 

The gunboat Yankee could not be induced to come far from a battery 
on the Kentucky shore. Captain Stembel, however, succeeded iu burst- 
ing a shell in her wheel-house, disabling her so much that she retired, 
working but one engine. 

The batteries on shore were silenced, and the officers commanding 
gunboats think with considerable loss to the enemy. On two occasions 
tli ey saw shell explode in the midst of the batteries, after which they 
could see by the aid of their glasses men being carried to the rear. One 
man was wounded dangerously by a musket-ball fired from the shore. 
Further than this no damage was sustained by either of the boa.ts. 
The machinery of the Lexington is out of order, and I have permitted 
her to go to Mound City for repairs. 

All the forces show great alacrity in preparing for any movement that 
looks as if it was to meet an enemy, and if discipline and drill were equal 
to their zeal, 1 should feel great confidence even against large odds. 

The enemy were seen to cross and recross the river, with what design 
I am at a loss to tell. My impression is that they want time to prepare 
for defense of their present position or for an advance on one of our 
positions, likely Paducah. If it were discretionary with me, with a little 
addition to my present force I would take Columbus. Your order will, 
however, be executed. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier ■ General. 

Maj. C-en. John 0. FrEmont, Saint Louis , Mo. 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1861. — Reconnaissance towards Norfolk, Mo. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. John A. Me demand, U. 8. Army. 

Cairo, September 10, 1861. 

Colonel Oglesby reports at 8 this morning he moved with his regi- 
ment, with 20 cavalry and five pieces light artillery, 8 miles below Nor- 
folk, and reconnoitered in sight of the enemy. An engagement between 
gunboats took place, ours being successful. Colonel Oglesby, not being 
strong enough to attack the enemy, returned to Norfolk. The events 
of the day are encouraging. 

" ~ JOHN A. McCLERNAND. 

Major-General Fremont. 


Cairo, September 11, 1861. 

A squad of 15 unarmed cavalry, under Captain Burrell, sent to recon. 
noiter in the neighborhood of Norfolk, were intercepted by 100 rebel 
cavalry. In a running light 1 rebel was killed and 3 of our men lost 
in the woods, and 2 slightly wounded. All was quiet at Norfolk this 
morning. If too strong a force appears, our forces are in good condition 
to retire to Bird’s Point. 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND. 

Major-General Fremont. 
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SEPTEMBER 12, 1881— Skirmish at Black River, Mo’. 

Deport of Mctj. Gen . John 0. Drcmont, commanding Western Department. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, September 19, 1861. 

Major G-avitt, First Indiana Regiment of Cavalry, who was sent out 
in reconnaissance towards Hardee’s position at Greenville ? met the 
enemy’s pickets, drove them in, attacked Talbot’s camp, killing 2, and 
took 3 of the enemy prisoners : also captured 60 muskets and 25 horses. 

J. O. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

Col. E. D. Townsend. 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1861— Action at Eooneville, Mo. 

Deports of Col. Jefferson 0. Davis, Twenty -second Indiana Infantry. 

Jefferson City, September 13, 1861. 

Express from Colonel Eads, commanding at Syracuse, says that about 
3,000 from Price’s column are advancing to Booiieville, and later infor- 
mation indicates that as the most threatened point. Large re-enforce- 
ments for future operations from this point can no longer be delayed. 
A force of sufficient strength to give the enemy a successful battle in his 
rear would settle all trouble about here. 

JEFF. O. DAYIS. 

Major-General Fremont. 


Jefferson City, September 13, 1861. 
Dispatch from Booiieville since 6 o’clock this morning. The Home 
Guards were still defending tlieir intrenchments. Enemy 600 or 800 
strong’. I shall re-enforce Booiieville to-morrow, but think it probable 
that that point is Price’s aim : all day goes to confirm it. 

JEFF. 0. DAYIS. 

General John 0, Fremont. 


Jefferson City, September 14, 1861. 
Rumor states that the troops at Booiieville have surrendered. The 
War Eagle is off for there. I shall have 1,200 men ready to march from 
Syracuse to-night. The heavy rains of the last 36 hours have caused 
some delay. Push forward re-enforcements. 

JEFF. C. DAYIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

General John 0. FriSmont. 


Jefferson City, September 14, 1801. 
Major Eppstein has held his position at Booneville. The rebels bad 
given up the fight and were waiting for Green. All right to-night, if my 
troops, get in his rear. The detachment I ordered back a few days ago 
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to retrieve their conduct gave battle to Green’s forces while crossing the 
river at Glasgow. They exchanged fire half an hour, when a battery 
opened upon them, and they returned here to-day. Green had captured 
the steamer Clara Bell. Probable rebel loss at Booneville 12 killed and 
40 wounded 5 Eppstein’s, 1 killed and 4 wounded. The rebels lost some 
at Glasgow, we hear. 

JEFF. 0. DAYIS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 

Major-General Fremont. 


SEPTEMBER 13-20, 1861. — Siege of Lexington, Mo. 

EID3PORTS, ETC). 

No. 1. — Miscellaneous, of Union commanders, with orders and correspondence. 

No. 2. — Maj. Gen, Sterling Price, commanding Missouri State Guard (Confederate), of 
operations September 10-20. 

No, !3. — Brig. Gen. James S. Pains, Missouri State Guard. 

No. 4.— Brig. Gon. Thomas A. Harris, Missouri State Guard. 

Ho. 1. 

Miscellaneous reports, correspondence, and orders of the several Union 
commanders, September 12-23. 

Jefferson City, September 12, 1861. 

I have just received the following, latest from Colonel Mulligan, at 
Lexington: “Ten or fifteen thousand men, under Price, Jackson & Go., 
are reported near Warrensburg, moving on to this post. We will hold 
out. Strengthen us; we will require it.” The expressman had his 
horse taken from him, blit saved his dispatches. 

JEEP. 0. DAYIS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

General FrLmont. 


Jefferson City, September 12, 1861. 

Received dispatch last night from Lexington by the hands of Lieu- 
tenant Pease, dated 9th. Colonel Mulligan had arrived all safe, and 
Colonel Marshall was scouring the country. Dispatches from Warrens- 
burg leave no doubt but that Price is there in strong force, and is 
moving on towards Lexington. Some of his cavalry took possession 
of Georgetown Tuesday, causing great consternation among the people. 
Booneville is menaced by a small force, but if the troops I sent yester- 
day do then duty, they have landed there by this time. 

JEFE. 0. DAYIS, 

* Colonel, Commanding. 

General John 0. Fremont. 


Jefferson City, September 12, 1861. 
General: I have been in hourly receipt of dispatches from above. 
Much confusion exists in the different accounts, but that Price is at 


172 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X.' 

Warrensburg with considerable force, and moving in the direction of 
Lexington, is now beyond doubt. Many persons are coining in hourly 
from that vicinity, confirming the fact. 

Bis force is variously estimated at from 5,000 to 15,000. His cavalry 
took possession of Georgetown on Tuesday. The commander at Boone* 
ville sent me two dispatches last night, asking for re-enforcements, as 
that place was also threatened by 000 men. I had, however, antici- 
pated this, and sent a detachment up the river yesterday, sufficient to 
drive them oft; if they do their duty. 

Lieutenant Pease, a very intelligent officer, arrived last night with 
dispatches from Colonel Mulligan, at Lexington, and reports all quiet 
there. They had not heard of Price’s advance, but the colonel informed 
me that he had secured the money in the bank at that place, and was 
taking steps to secure that of other banks, in obedience to my orders. 
I also ordered him, immediately after liis arrival, to commence fortify- 
ing Lexington, which he informs me ho is doing. Ho troops from 
Kansas, except about 300, had arrived. Nothing was known there of 
General Pope’s movements. Affairs south of this, and in Calloway 
County, are being vigorously straightened out by some detachments 1 
sent out some days ago. 

The mail closes. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JETT. O. DAYIS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. John O. Fremont, Saint Louis , Mo. 



Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 12, 18G1. 
What is your effective force, and how located ? 

J. O. FKJ3MONT, 
Mayor- General , Commanding. 
Col. Jefferson C. Davis, Jefferson City. 


Jefferson City, September 12, 1861. 
Two Indiana regiments, 1,986; Twenty-fifth Illinois, 800; Fifth Iowa, 
850; Davidson’s battery, 4 pieces, 4 horses each, and 99 men; Home 
Guards, 1,362, not efficient — want of organization and equipments. 
Some ammunition wanted for all. Will present requisition. 

,, . „ JEFT. C. DAYIS. 

Map Gen. John C. Fremont. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, September 12, 1861. 
Col. Jefferson C. Davis, Jefferson City: 

The following information received here from General Pope, at 
Hudson, to-day ; “Illinois Sixteenth and Kansas Second, 1,100 strong, 
with two pieces of artillery, go this morning to Saint Joseph. Green 
and Bevier are aiming to cross the Missouri at Glasgow in three col- 
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limns, 'from Hudson, Brookfield, and Sturgeon. I shall march, upon 
Glasgow when Platte Biver Bridge is repaired: small squads from 
Green’s command at Florida.” 

J. 0. FB&VIONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 12, 1861. 

Major-General FrLmont : 

When General Pope arrives at Glasgow how will lie cross the river, 
the boats having been withdrawn recently? Shall I send one? Do 
you not mean Lexington instead of Glasgow that you intend to march 
upon ? Telegraph confused. 

JEFF. 0. DAVIS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Head qtj arteb s Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 13, 1861. 
Col. Jefferson 0. Dayis, Jefferson City : 

In my dispatch to you I was quoting General Pope’s words; refer to 
it. Pope did not say when Platte Bridge would be finished. I send 
you to-day two regiments, to remain at Jefferson City. In the mean time 
send forward immediately tivo regiments to the relief of Lexington, pro- 
vided nothing has occurred since your last dispatch to render it inex- 
pedient. Perhaps they may aid General Pope at Glasgow. Bottling 
heard from General Sturgis for several days. Move promptly. Inform 
me minutely. 

J. 0. FBEMOKT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 13, 1861. 

General Fremont: 

Received a courier from Lexington to-day. Union troops burning 
the bridges ahead of Price. His force still estimated 10,000 to 15,000. 
Shall send a regiment on tlie War Eagle, with some cannon, to Arrow 
Book and Glasgow. Hope to prevent Green’s crossing. 

JEFF. O. DAVIS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 

Jefferson City, September 13, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

Green has crossed at Arrow Bock and is marching on to Booneville. 
The Iowa Fifth leaves early to-morrow morning on War Eagle to that 
place. The Indiana regiments I shall send to Syracuse, and make a 
forced march to-morrow night, so as to get in Green’s rear with a view 
to capture him. Send me the troops, and I will take care of this place 
and Booneville. Let General Sturgis operate higher up the river and 
support Lexington. Let Sturgis send a courier to me when he leaves 
the Hannibal and Saint Joseph road, informing me where he will strike 
the river. 

JEEE. 0. DAVIS, 
Colonel , Commanding. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 13, 1801. 
Col. Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City: 

The general commanding desires to say that two Indiana regiments 
leave tor Jefferson City to-night or to-morrow early; a third regiment 
leaves to-morrow, and probably two batteries of artillery. Brigadier- 
General Sturgis will be ordered from Mexico to move on. Have yon 
forwarded the two regiments to Lexington 1 ? What other news'? 

1 I. 0. WOODS, 

Major and Aidc-de- Camp. 


Saint Louis, September 13, 1801. 

Major General FrLmont : 

Sir : The advance guard of General Price’s force was at Warren sburg 
on Tuesday night cn route for Lexington. His force 11,000. Unless re- 
enforcements can reach that post, it will most probably fall. It would 
be a great disaster, giving control to the enemy of the upper country. 

If by telegraph a train of cars could leave Saint Charles immediately 
(empty), for the purpose of taking up the troops under General Sturgis, 
and another train could leave Hapnibal empty so as to take the 
troops of General Sturgis and General Pope along the Hannibal and 
Saint Joseph Eailroad to Hamilton, a point about 40 miles from Lexing- 
ton, tire place might be relieved by a forced march from Hamilton. I 
make the suggestion because of the great importance to the country of 
maintaining the position. It may be too late now, but it is worth the 
effort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. E. GAMBLE. 

P. S. — I learn there is coin to the amount of $750,000 in the bank at 
Lexington. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 14, 1801, 

Sir : As a column of the enemy’s forces is moving upon Lexington, 
you are hereby directed immediately to order two of the regiments under 
your comm and to the re-enforcement of th at place. Orders have already 
been issued to two regiments in this city to proceed to Jefferson City 
and re-enforce your command. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis, now at Mexico, will also repair to Jeffer- 
son City with his entire force of infantry and a battery of artillery. On 
his arrival he will assume command of all the troops at that place. 

j. c. fbGmont, 

Major-General, Commanding. 

Col. Jefferson C. Davis, 

Commanding at Jefferson City. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 14, 1861. 

Ee-enforcements will be sent you to-day. The Eighth Indiana left 
at 6 a. m. this morning for Jefferson City. Other regiments will follow 
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to-day. Sturgis will move forward. We will telegrapli you further 
respecting his movements. General Pope, with some force, is at or near 
Saint Joseph. 

J. 0. PEPMOHT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 
Col. Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City. 


Saint Louis, September 14, 1861. 

Sir : You are hereby directed to move by way of Utica, with all prac- 
ticable speed, to Lexington, on. the Missouri Eiver, with your force of 
infantry and artillery. You will send bach the three companies of the 
Premout Hussars, under Captain Bloom, to Saint Louis. The most 
practicable route from Utica to Lexington for you will be by Austin ville, 
Grove, and Morton. 

J. 0. PElSMOUT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis. 


Headquarters, September 15, 1861. 
Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City : 

What is the strength of Price, according to latest accounts ? 

J. C. PEBMOUT, 
Major-General , Commanding , 


Jefferson City, September 15, 1861. 

M aj or- G enoral Pr^mont : 

Information, reliable, just received, shows Price at Warrensburg with 
11,000 ; Parsons at Georgetown with 4,000. Green had not probably 
crossed the La Mine near Booneville last night, so I ordered my troops 
not to make the inarch from Syracuse until to-night. As soon as he has 
crossed I have ordered the bridge destroyed. Two Indiana regiments 
have "arrived. 

JEPP. 0. DAYIS. 


Jefferson City, September 15, 1861. 

Major-General PpjSmont : 

Eeliable information from the vicinity of Pricers column shows his 
force to be 11,000 atWarrensburg and 4,000 at Georgetown, with pickets 
extending in the direction of Syracuse. Green is making for Booneville. 

JPPP. 0. DAYIS. 


Jefferson City, September 16, 1861. 

General John C. PrLmont : 

Booneville tranquil. Indiana troops marched across the country last 
night from Syracuse. Ho intelligence from Lexington to-day. Green 
is augmenting his forces from the other side of the river. Secession 
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feeling increasing and people rising, particularly in Howard County. 
Kains have been excessive for the last four days, but we are persevering 
in our works. 


JEFF. 0. DAVIS. 


Jefferson City, September 10, 1801. 
My spy has just returned from Price’s camp, not far from Lexington. 
He left Warrensburg yesterday, and says they report their number at 
14,000. The light at Lexington was a sortie made by Mulligan on 
Thursday. A regular attack had not been made up to Saturday. 

JEFF. O. DAVIS, 

Colonel. 

General John C. FeLmont. 



Hudson, September 10, 1801. 

Presuming from General Sturgis 7 dispatches that there is imminent 
want of troops at Lexington, I have dispatched Colonel Smith to move 
forward to that i>lace with Sixteenth Illinois, Third Iowa, and three 
pieces of artillery from Liberty as soon as he completed the object of 
his expedition. He reaches Liberty to-morrow morning, and will accom- 
plish his purpose very soon after. His pursuit will lead him in direction 
of Lexington. I have used the 3,000 troops under Colonels Trainor and 
Edwards, mentioned in yesterday’s dispatch, to replace Smith and Iowa 
regiment on line. Tindall is hack at Ohillicotlie. There will be no dan- 
ger in North Missouri. My presence at Canton and Keokuk is impera- 
tive, and must be there as soon as possible. 

JOHN POPE, 

brigadier- General. 

Major-General FrLmont. 


Palmyra, September 10, 1S01. 

From papers just handed me, I learn for first time that important 
matters are occurring at Lexington. . The troops 1 sent to Lexington 
will be there day after to-morrow, and consist of two full regiments of 
infantry, four pieces of artillery, and 150 irregular liorso. These, with the 
two Ohio regiments, which will reach there Thursday, will make are-en- 
forcement of 4,000 men and four pieces of artillery. " Do you wish me to 
come down to Saint Louis, or go to Canton and Keokuk, to finish mat- 
ters in this section % The following ibr.ee along this road : At Hannibal, 
; at Kansas, 480; at Palmyra, 320 of Twentieth Illinois; at Hud- 
son, 450 of Foster’s men; at Brookfield, 050 of Morgan’s regiment; at 
Saint Joseph (coming east), 3,000 Iowa and Missouri irregular troops. 
Please answer to Quincy. 

JOHN POPE, 

Brigadier-General. 

Major-General Fremont. 

Headquarters, September 16, 1861. 
Col. Jefferson O. Dayis, Jefferson City : 

We were at this moment giving you the order to move forward and 
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attack Georgetown. Do so, and do not delay at all witli a view to re- 
1 t «vg Lexington. Exercise your judgment. Send dispatches frequently. 

J. o. fbBmobt, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 17, 1861. 

Send forward troops and supplies, and let me move forward to George- 
town and get in rear of enemy. If General Pope sustains Lexington, a 
move or this kind is all that is now required. 1 am determined to move 
m four days. I have this place so intrenched that a small force will 
suffice to hold it. 

JEEP. 0. DAVIS, 

General John 0. Fremont. Colonel. 


Jefferson City, September 18, 1861. 

Plows just arrived from Lexington, probably reliable. The light com- 
menced on Monday ; was very severe all day. Price assaulted the 
works, and was repulsed with heavy loss. On yesterday morning the 
lighting was very feeble. When courier left Lane was marching for 
Lexington, and was at Johnstown on Monday morning. The rebel loss 
is reported at 4,000 ; ours at 800. This is evidently exaggerated. 

JEFF.'O. DAVIS. 

General John C. Fremont. 


Jefferson City, September 18, 1861. 

Positive news from Lexington Sunday evening. Main attack had 
not been made. I have sent two regiments to Arrow Bock, with orders 
to take post in a day or two opposite Glasgow. Sent a regiment to 
Syracuse last evening. Will send more to Booneville. Forward har- 
ness and wagons; can’t do anything with mules without them. 

JEFF. O. DAVIS, 

Go lonel , Commanding. 

Major-General Fremont. 


Saint Iritis, September 18, 1861. 

Acting Brig. Gen. Jefferson 0. Davis, 

Commanding at Jefferson City , Mo. : 

Sir : You are hereby directed to increase your forces at the crossing 
of the Pacific Bailroad over La Mine Creek to the number of 5,000, add- 
ing artillery and cavalry, according to your judgment, and march upon 
the enemy stationed at Georgetown. All the information received at 
these headquarters leads to the conclusion that the force of the rebels 
at that place does not amount to, more than from 8,000 to 4,000 men, of 
whom most are poorly armed, and over whom a victory maybe certainly 
anticipated. You will therefore, after putting them to flight, take,. with 
your main body, the road towards Lexington, directing your cavalry to 
pursue the enemy some miles on their line of retreat towards Warrens- 
12 R R— VOL III 
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burg, and to unite with your force against the first cross-roads. Briga- 
dier-General Sturgis, commanding at Lexington, will be informed of this 
order, and directed to co-operate with you in such a manner as, if possi- 
ble, to make with you a combined attack upon the enemy that now sur- 
rounds Lexington. ( 

It is confidently expected that, oven should you fail to defeat the 
enemy, you will be at least strong enough to break through his lines 
and effect a junction with our forces at Lexington, which, by your aid 
and that of other re-enforcements ordered to that point, will then be 
strong enough not only to defend that place successfully, hut to assume 
the offensive. . 

It is expected that General Lane, who will be kept fully informed of 
these movements, will he able to act with you from Kansas City; but 
should the rebels change their. plan of operations and attack that place, 
you will unite with him and General Sturgis in its defense. 

J. G. EKfiMOUT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 19, 1861. 

News just come says Lexington is taken. I hardly think it is relia- 
ble. I have received your order directing me to take Georgetown. 
This place is and has been, except for a few hours some days ago, in my 
possession. There are no rebel troops now threatening. 1 have and am 
sending forward troops, hut I cannot take permanent possession with 
any considerable force until I get means either by rail or wagons to get 
forward supplies. I wrote you on the subject of McKissoek’s conduct 
in regard to the bridge; also on the subject of mules, wagons, and har- 
ness. My troops will all be in advance of the means of transportation. 
Let it be furnished at once. 


Major-General Fremont. 


JEFF. 0. DAVIS, 

Go loncl , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Jefferson City , September 19, IS Of , 

General : The news last night from Lexington I telegraphed you ; 
nothing since has been received. I shall continue to throw forward 
troops," so as to concentrate them in a few hours at Georgetown. I have 
a small detachment of cavalry there now. I hope you will send me 
more cavalry. 

If the rebels have been defeated at Lexington, they will in my opinion 
retire to the Osage, in order to he supported by McCulloch. That would 
be difficult if Warsaw were occupied, and I cannot get there without 
transportation. I am exerting every effort to get teams organized to 
make a move in that direction. If I were now at Georgetown I could 
cut off his retreat. The bridge across the La Mine is now the great 
obstacle to progress in that direction to Sedalia. I shall overcome that 
as soon as possible. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. 0. DAVIS. 

General John 0. Fremont, 

Saint Louis 3 Mo. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., September 20, 1861. 

Acting Brig. Gen. Jefferson 0. Dayis, 

Commanding at Jefferson City: 

Sir : It is reported that Lexington is surrounded by an overwhelm- 
ing rebel force of 10,000, and that our re-enforcements from Utica -and 
Liberty, under command of Brigadier-General Sturgis, are opposite to 
.Lexington, and prevented from crossing the river by two rebel batteries. 
To assist Oolonel Mulligan and his brave little band of 2,000, General 
Lane will harass the enemy by sudden attacks upon exposed posts upon 
liis flank and rear, and you will act according to the order of the 18th, 
and endeavor to break through the enemy’s lines. Should you not suc- 
ceed in effecting a junction with Colonel Mulligan at Lexington, you are 
to retreat, and take such a position as your own strength and the move- 
ments and force of the rebels may render advisable. 

Should the whole force of the enemy be concentrated around Lexing- 
ton, it may be sufficient to retreat to Davis’ Creek, or at farthest to 
Dunksburg ; in. either of which cases a junction with the forces of Gen- 
eral Lane, consisting of 2,200 volunteers, with a large Home Guard force, 
may be effected. 

Should the rebels hold Warrensburg with a larger force than yours, 
or if reliable information should reach you that McCulloch is also oper- 
ating towards Lexington, you will take position at Georgetown or 
Sedalia. 

Should MoOulloeli operate towards Jefferson City, but not be able to 
reach that place before I can re-enforce it (and I shall start Monday), it 
should not detain your forward movements from Georgetown to Lex- 
ington. 

You will keep me constantly informed of your own movements and 
those of the enemy, and will watch constantly the re-enforcements pour- 
ing in over the Pacific Bailroad, so that you may direct them imme- 
diately to their destination and correct confusion. 

J. C. FBEMONT, 

Major - General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, September 20, 1861. 
Col. Jefferson O. Dayis, Jefferson City: 

Can you break through the rebel lines and effect a junction with 
Mulligan? 

ASBGTH. 


Jefferson City, September 20, 1861. 

General Asboth: 

1 can drive the rebels to the Osage if I can get to them, hut I have 
no means of transportation here. My boats are up the river with troops. 
I have no teams. 

JEFF. C. DAYIS. 

Jefferson City, September 20, 1861. 
Send me all the cavalry you can spare. I can furnish them with 
carbines and ammunition. 

JEFF. O. DAYIS, 
Acting Brigadier-General. 

Major-General Fremont. 
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Head quarters, 

Saint Louis , September 20, 1801. 
Col. Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City: 

How many carbines and bow much ammunition can you furnish f 

J. 0. FElSMONT, 

Major -General, Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 20, 1861. 

The guns I have are those issued to Colonel Nugent’s Missouri cav- 
alry. I don’t know the number, but 1 can arm a regiment some way or 
other. The colonel, when he left, told me there was a full supply (if 
ammunition. 

JEFF. O. DAYIS, 
Acting Brigadier - General. 

Maj. Cen. J. 0. Fremont. 


i 


Headquarters of the Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 20, 1861. 
Gol. Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City: 

Concentrate a force strong enough, in your judgment, at Georgetown, 
and push forward to relieve Mulligan. I trust that you can take pro- 
visions for two days with the means of transportation which you have. 
Order back your boats to Jefferson City, and send provisions and troops 
by them to Lexington. Two hundred wagons will be sent from here to- 
night to Syracuse, which will follow you. Troops are going from here. 
Answer. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Jefferson City, September 20, 1861. 

I will send on the troops as fast as possible. Two days’ provisions 
from Syracuse won’t answer to reach Lexington and engage an enemy. 
I will attempt it, however. 

JEFF. C. DAYIS, 
Acting Brigadier- General . 

Major-General Fremont. 


Headquarters, September 20, 1861. 
Acting Brig. Gen. Jefferson 0. Davis, Jefferson City: 

Dispatch received. Take as much provisions as will answer. Never 
let the men go into action without food. We, on our part, intend to 
move promptly from here. Use your judgment for details. 

J. C. frFmont, 

Major- General , Commanding. 
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Jefferson City, September 20, 1861. 

I shall leave about 3,000 Home Guards and Iowa Sixth to take care 
of this place. I would recommend some one of energy he appointed to 
command them. General Thomas [L.j Price, who is now in Saint Louis, 
would he an excellent man. They must be kept at work on these field 
works, &c. 

_ JEFF. C. DAYIS, 

Acting Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

General John 0. FrEmont. 


Saint Louis, September 20, 1861. 

General James H. Lane: 

Sir : It is reported that Lexington is surrounded by an overwhelm- 
ing rebel force of 16,000, and that our re-enforcements from Utica and 
Liberty, under command of Brigadier-General Sturgis, are opposite 
Lexington, and prevented from crossing the river by two rebel batteries. 
To assist Colonel Mulligan and his brave little band of 2,000, you will 
harass the enemy as much as possible by sudden attacks upon his flank 
and rear. 

Should Acting Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis not succeed in effecting 
a junction with Colonel Mulligan at Lexington he will retreat, and take 
such a position as his own strength and the movements and force of the 
enemy may render advisable. In case the whole rebel force is concen- 
trated around Lexington, he will probably retreat to Davis’ Creek, or at 
farthest to Dunksburg, at either of which places a junction with your 
forces may be effected. Should the rebels hold Warrensburg with a 
larger force than that. of Acting Brigadier-General Davis, or should he 
ascertain that McCulloch is also operating towards Lexington, he will 
take position at Georgetown or Sedalia. You will keep me constantly 
informed of your own movements and those of the enemy. 

J. C. FEEMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

September 20, 1861. 

General James H. Lane, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade , West Point , Mo. : 

General : The last reliable information reports Price at Lexington 
with his whole force, 15,000 to 20,000. He demanded a surrender of 
the force under Colonel Mulligan, which, as I suppose, is composed of 
the Irish Brigade and Peabody’s command. This demand was not com- 
plied with. A fight ensued without the results desired by the enemy. 
Ee-enfbrcements are expected at Lexington from the north side of the 
river. The column under Colonel Smith drove the secessionists to the 
river opposite the Blue Mills Landing, when a fight ensued. Federal 
loss reported by telegraph as 50 killed, 25 wounded : the loss of the en- 
emy 150 to 200! 

I have this moment received a telegraphic dispatch from General 
Fremont, dated to-day. He wanted to know your position. I replied, 
“Last heard from (the 17th) at West Point, marching on Harrisonville.” 
You will readily see the importance of concentrating your force to 
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harass oil tlie flank or rear of the enemy whilst being pushed from the 
east and south. Please communicate the strength of your column and 
the date of movement, and the practicable date of your arrival at Har- 
risonville. 

By some misunderstanding the ammunition which was turned over 
to the Quartermaster’s Department for transportation was not sent to 
you. Lieutenant Weed will leave as soon as the ambulances you desire 
can be put in readiness, and will take with him the ammunition, as also 
the men now here belonging to your brigade. They (the men) number 
about 20. Lieutenant Weed will write you respecting his route, so that 
an additional escort can be furnished from your command, should it be 
desired. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. PRIXOE, 

Captain, First Infantry , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, September 21, 1801. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis : 

General : By a telegram of to-day, sent to Oapt. W, E. Prince, of 
Port Leavenworth, the officer in command of the Second Kansas Regi- 
ment has been directed to take the steamer West Wind, or any other 
steamer, and proceed at once carefully down the river to join you. You 
will therefore send a messenger up the river to communicate to the 
commander of the Second Kansas Regiment such orders as you may 
deem proper to secure a safe landing of the boat, and then make every 
effort to cross the river and effect a junction with Colonel Mulligan. 
Acting Brig. Gen. Jefferson 0. Davis, of Jefferson City, will also en- 
deavor with his force to join Colonel Mulligan from Georgetown by 
land and from Glasgow by steamer. Every effort, therefore, should be 
made to retain the post at Lexington. 

J. C. PREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding . 


Jefferson City, September 21, 1801. 

The War Eagle and Iatan have just returned. The three Indiana 
regiments took possession of all points as far as Glasgow, but unfortu- 
nately for their reputation as soldiers their scouts fired into each other, 
severely wounding Major Tanner and several others, and killing three. 
They retook the steamer Sunshine 10 miles above G lasgow. The Twen- 
ty-sixth Indiana proceeded on for Lexington. 

JEPP. C. DAVIS, 

Acting Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

General John C. Premont. 


Jefferson City, September 22, 1861. 
Your communication of the 20th, directing me to move forward, just 
received. I am throwing forward troops to Arrow Rock, Booneville, 
and Syracuse as fast as possible. This I have been doing since the 18tli. 
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Troops cannot reach Lexington without some teams. The harness for 
J he.su arrived in part only night before last. Yesterday all that could 
possibly gotten together were sent forward to these different points. 
M oi‘e are leaving to-day and will continue to leave until I can move on 
1 joxington. 

JEFF. C. DAVIS, 
Acting Brigadier- Geneva l. 

Mit]or-General Fremont. 


Jefferson City, September 22, 1861. 

Released prisoners from Price’s army here to-night report fighting 
at Lexington noon Thursday. Mulligan not taken. Thinks if water 
bolds out he is safe lor some days; yet if efficient and prompt move- 
ments he made, lie may be saved. Everything depends upon what we 
<*nn < to in. the next few days. McCulloch last Monday in Barton County, 
moving on Lexington. He must be drawing close on by this time. 
1 * rice’s forces are estimated at near 20,000. 

THOS. L. PBIOE. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont. 


Brookfield, September 22, 1861. 

1 have just arrived here from Quincy, and have 100 of our men that 
were, in the battle at Lexington; 2,000 more are at Hamilton, 60 miles 
w est of this. Colonel Mulligan surrendered 4 p. m. Friday. Water (jut 
oil'. The entire command, after surrendering, were disarmed; non-com- 
missioned officers and privates sworn and released; commissioned 
( i Hirers are held as prisoners. Federal loss, 39 killed and 120 wounded ; 
rebel, 1,400 killed and wounded. I send provisions forward to our 
♦iiillant soldiers, who have not been fed for two days. They were not 
rc ‘-enforced. 

B. M. PBENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 

Map Gen. John O. Fremont. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 23, 1861. 

I i rig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss, Quincy , III.: 

< 1 eneral : Your dispatch received. The surgeons of my staff and 
I lie. sanitary commission are directed to communicate with you in regard 
t o the wounded. Keep me fully informed of facts in relation to them, 
s< > that their wants may be provided for as promptly as possible. 

J. O. FEEMOHT, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 23, 1861, 

( general James H. Lane, Commanding : 

You will forward to Brigadier-General Sturgis the dispatch herewith 
111 closed. Use all means to accomplish it. 

BUSH PLUMLY, 

Major and Aide. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

t*. ^ Saint Louis, September 22, 1801. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis : ? 1 5 ou ' L * 

• J^hgton lia ™S surrendered, a combined attack upon the rebels 
rafoBtimg the country between Springfield and Lexington will be made 
by the troops under my command without delay. You are directed to 
watch the enemy as narrowly as possible, to hold Kansas City at all ha2 
auls, and to keep me constantly informed of his and your movements 

J. c. eeLmoet, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 23 , 1801. 

,1 have telegram from Brookfield that Lexington lias fallen into Price’s 

4 TOoVron^ ,^."1°® MviUlgau’s supply of water. Ke-euforeemouts 
4, UOO strong, under Sturgis, by capture of ferry-boats, bad no means of 
crossing the river m time. Lane’s force from the southwest and DavS 

™ fobZ°foe fitef " PW, T/ S f, 11 ’ 00 , 0 ’ n collld not get there in time. I 
t n taking the field myself, and hope to destroy the enemy either before 

J. G. BELMONT, 

Col. E. D. Towksbhd, Major-General, OonmaniKmj. 

Asst. Ailjt. Gen., H&qrs. of tlu> Army, Washington, J). 0. 


Headquarters Port Leavenworth, Kanb., 

r , ■. T , , • September 28, 1801. 

General James H. Lane, commanding Kansas Brigade : 

General: The force at Lexington surrendered Friday the 2011) 

K&S® Was unable to get S 

bv General atnrfrfq 011 mi Your eutire column expected 

7 V. ulcl ‘j. btll igife at Kansas City. The enemy will make no demon 

stratum oi any importance upon Southern Kansas. A innetiin of vZ 

Sfftat to ™ K ““ It iB to he 

CTal cSmnns of tlfe^ ff ^“ ot P e . rf «'tod as Ortginahy suggested. Thosev- 
eiai columns of the Fedeials m the field are too small to act indenond- 

of a 3 dSt aVanii« em Tt“ ™ aSS ’ who , are °P«™ting without the shadow 

fFedelah) Z rttaefc hiW that General Hunter’s command 
\ cuciaisj v in attack to-day from the bed aha side with Id 000 men 

^TesiS p ?. siti , on ’ movements, and strength offeree, 

itespcotluliy , youi obedient servant, 

_ , . W. E. PEIHOE, 

Captain , First Infantry , Commanding, 

[Indorsement] 

i mi- ■, F°Rt Leavenworth, September 23, 1861. 
xENERAL : fins order must be complied with nroirmtlv mi a vnn will 
please march by the shortest available route 1 P ‘ ly ’ anl1 you ,v,l ‘ 

8. D. STUEGIS, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

September 23, 1861. 

Nothing since my dispatch of this morning. Our loss 39 killed, 120 
wounded ; loss of enemy 1,400 killed and wounded. Our non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates sworn and released. Commissioned officers 
held as prisoners. Our troops are gathering around the enemy. I will 
send you from the held more details in a few days. 

JNO. C. FREMONT, 
Major- General , Commanding . 

Hon. S. Cameron, Secretary of War. 


Headquarters of the Army, 

Washington, September 23, 1S61. 

John 0. Fremont, Maj. Gen., Commanding , Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Your dispatch of this day is received. The President is glad you are 
hastening to the scene of action. His words are, “ He expects you to 
repair the disaster at Lexington without loss of time.” 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


No. 2. 

Report of Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, commanding Missouri State Guard 
f Confederate ), of operations , September 10-20. 

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp Wallace, Lexington, Mo., September 21, 1801. 

I have the honor to submit to your excellency the following report of 
the action which. terminated on the 20th instant with the surrender of 
tlie' United States forces and property at this place to the army under 
my command : 

After chastising the marauding armies of Lane and Montgomery and 
driving them out of the State, and after compelling them to abandon 
Fort Scott, as detailed in iny last report, I continued my march towards 
this point with an army increasing hourly in numbers and enthusiasm. 

On the 10th instant, just as we were about to encamp for the day a 
mile or two west of Rose Hill, 1 learned that a detachment of Federal 
troops and Homo Guards were marching from Lexington to Warrens- 
burg, to rob the bank in that place and plunder and arrest the citizens 
of Johnson County, in accordance with General Fremont’s proclamation 
and instructions. Although my men were greatly fatigued by several 
days’ continuous and rapid marching, I determined to press forward so 
as to surprise the enemy, if possible, at Warrensburg. Therefore, after 
resting a few hours, we resumed the march at sunset, and marched 
without intermission until 2 o’clock in the morning, when it became 
evident that the infantry, very few of whom had eaten a mouthful in 
twenty-two hours, could march no farther. I then halted them, and 
went forward with the largest part of my mounted men until we came, 
about daybreak, within view of Warrensburg, where I ascertained that 
the enemy had hastily fled about midnight, burning the bridges behind 
them. 

The rain began to fall about the same time. This circumstance, 
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coupled with tlie fact that my men had beeu fasting* for more than 
twenty-four hours, constrained me to abandon the idea of pursuing the 
enemy that day. My infantry and artillery having come up, we en- 
camped at Warrensburg, whose citizens vied with each other in feeding 
my almost famished soldiers. 

An unusually violent storm delayed our march the next morning [Sep- 
tember 12] until about 10 o’clock. We then pushed forward rapidly, 
still hoping to overtake the enemy. Finding it impossible to do this 
with my infantry, I again ordered a detachment to move forward, and 
placing myself at their head, continued the pursuit to within, two and a 
half miles of Lexington, when, having learned that the enemy were al- 
ready within town, and it being late and my men fatigued by a forced 
march and utterly without provisions, I halted for the night. 

About daybreak the next morning [September 18] a sharp skirmish 
took place between our pickets and the enemy’s outposts. This threat- 
ened to become general. Being unwilling, however, to risk a doubtful 
engagement, when a short delay would make success certain, I fell 
back 2 or 3 miles and awaited the arrival of my infantry and artillery. 
These having come up, we advanced upon the town, driving the enemy’s 
pickets until we came within a short distance of the city itself. Here 
the enemy attempted to make a stand, but they were speedily driven 
from every position and forced to take shelter within their intrenoh- 
ments. We then took position within easy range of the college, which 
building they had strongly fortified, and opened upon them a brisk lire 
from Bledsoe’s battery, which, in the absence of Captain Bledsoe, who 
had been wounded at Big Dry Wood, was gallantly commanded by 
Capt. Emmett MacDonald, and by Parsons’ battery, under the skillful 
command of Captain Guibor. 

Finding, after sunset, that our ammunition, the most of which had 
been left behind on the march from Springfield, was nearly exhausted, 
and that my men, thousands of whom had not eaten a particle in thirty- 
six hours, required rest and food, I withdrew to the fair ground and 
encamped there. My ammunition wagons having been at last brought 
up, and large re- enforcements having been received, I again moved into 
town on Wednesday, the 18th instant, and began the final attack cm 
the enemy’s works. 

Brigadier-General Bains’ division occupied a strong position on the 
east and northeast of the fortifications, from which an effective cannon- 
ading was kept up on the enemy by Bledsoe’s battery, under command, 
except on the last day, of Capt. Emmett MacDonald, and another bat- 
tery, commanded by Capt. Churchill Clark, of Saint Louis. Both these 
gentlemen, and the men and officers under their command, are deserv- 
edly commended in accompanying report of Brigadier-General Bains. 
General Parsons took a position southwest of the works, whence his 
battery, under command of Captain Guibor, poured a steady fire into 
the enemy. Skirmishers and sharpshooters were also sent forward 
from both of these divisions to harass and fatigue the enemy, and 
to cut them off from the water on the north, east, and south of the 
college, and did inestimable service in the accomplishment of these 
purposes. 

Col. Congreve Jackson’s division and a part of General Steele’s were 
posted near Generals Bains’ and Parsons’ as a reserve, but no occasion 
occurred to call them into action. They were, however, at all times 
vigilant and ready to rush upon the enemy. 

Shortly after entering the city on the 18th Colonel Bives, who com- 
manded the Fourth Division in the absence of General Slack, led his 
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regiment and Colonel. Hughes’ along the river hank to a point imme- 
diately beneath and west of the fortifications, General McBride’s com- 
mand and a portion of Colonel [General] Harris’ having been ordered 
to re-enforce him. Colonel Hives, in order to cut off the enemy’s means 
of escape, proceeded down the bank of the river to capture a steam- 
boat which was lying just under their guns. Just at this moment a 
heavy fire was opened upon him from Colonel Anderson’s large dwell- 
ing-house on the summit of the bluffs, which the enemy were occupying 
as a hospital, and upon which a white flag was flying. Several compa- 
nies of General Harris’ command and the gallant soldiers of the Fourth 
Division, who have won upon so many battle-fields tlie proud distinction 
of always being among the bravest of the brave, immediately rushed 
upon and took the place. The important position thus secured was 
within 1 25 yards of the enemy’s iutrenchments. A company from Col- 
onel Hughes’ regiment then took possession of the boats, one of which 
was richly freighted with valuable stores. 

General McBride’s and General Harris’ divisions meanwhile gallantly 
stormed and occupied the bluffs immediately north of Anderson’s house. 
The possession of these heights enabled our men to harass the enemy 
wo greatly that, resolving to regain them, they made upon the house a 
successful assault, and one which would have been honorable to them 
had it not been accompanied by an act of savage barbarity— the cold- 
blooded and cowardly murder of three defenseless men, who had laid 
down their arms and surrendered themselves as prisoners. 

The position thus retaken by the enemy was soon regained by the 
brave men who had been driven from it, and was thenceforward held 
by them, to the very end of the contest. The heights to the leit ol. 
Anderson’s house, which had been taken, as before stated, by Generals 
McBride and Harris, and by part of Steele’s command, under Colonel 
Boyd and Major Winston, were rudely fortified by our soldiers, who 
threw up breastworks as well as they could with their slender means. 
On the morning of the 20th instant I caused a number of hemp bales 


oaptitiu Kelly’s battery (lu,.— . — . -,-y n i tt 

ordered at the same time to the position occupied by Geneial Hams 
force, and quickly opened a very effective fire, under the direction of 
its gallant captain, upon the enemy. These demonstrations, and par- 
ticularly the continued advance of the hempen breastworks, which were 
as efficient as the cotton bales at Hew Orleans, quickly attracted the 
attention and excited the alarm of the enemy, who made many daring 
attempts to drive us back. They were, 


divisions fully sustained tneir pruuu rqjuiwuuu, yyyy x 

Green and his command, and Colonel Boyd and sicle°of the 

tl1 After ^o’clock in tlm atteriioon of the 20th, and ate 
of continuous firing, a white flag was displayed . bj the _ ei lemy < n i that 
part of the works nearest to Colonel Green’s ; position, and ^fh 01 ^ 
wards another was displayed opposite to Colo ie | J™*; fo i w Sone 
atelv ordered a cessation of all bring on our part, and sent foiwaicl one 
of my staff officers to ascertain the object of the flag and to open nego- 
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tuitions with the enemy if such should be their desire. It was finally, 
after some delay, agreed by Colonel Marshall and the officers associated 
with him for that, purpose by Colonel Mulligan that the United States 
forces should lay down their arms and surrender themselves as pris- 
oners of war to this army. These terms having been made known, were 
ratified by me and immediately carried into effect. 

Our entire loss in this series of engagements amounts to 25 killed and 
72 wounded. The enemy’s loss was much greater. 

The visible fruits of this almost bloodless victory are very great — 
about 3,500 prisoners, among whom are Colonels Mulligan, ’Marshall, 
Peabody, White, and Grover, Major Yan Horn, and 118 other commis- 
sioned officers, 5 pieces of artillery and 2 mortars, over 3,000 stands of 
infantry arms, a large number of sabers, about 750 horses, maiiy sets 
of cavalry equipments, wagons, teams, and ammunition, more than 
$100,000 worth of commissary stores, and a large amount of otlier prop- 
erty. In addition to all this, I obtained the restoration of the great seal 
of the State and the public records, which had been stolen from their 
proper custodian, and about $900,000 in money, of which the bank at 
this place had been robbed, and which I have caused to be returned 
to it. 

This - victory lias demonstrated the fitness of our citizen soldiers for 
the tedious operations of a siege as well as for a dashing charge. They 
lay for fifty-two hours in the open air without tents or covering, regard- 
less of the sun and rain and in the very presence of a watchful and des- 
perate foe, manfully repelling every assault and patiently Awaiting any 
orders to storm the fortifications. No general ever commanded a braver 
or a better army. It is composed of the best blood and the bravest men 
of Missouri. 


Where nearly every one, officers and men, behaved so well, as is 
know'll to your excellency, who was present with the army during the 
whole period embraced in this report, it is impossible to make special 
mention of .individuals without seemingly making invidious distinctions : 
but I may be permitted to express my personal obligations to my vol- 
unteer aides, as well as my staff, for their efficient services and prompt 
attention to all my orders. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your excellency’s 
obedient servant, ' 


_ STEELING PRICE, 
Major-General , Commanding. 
Hon. O. E. Jackson, Governor of the State of Missouri. 


No. 3. 

Report of Brig. Gen. James S. Bains, Missouri State Guard. 

Hdqrs. Second Division Missouri State Guard, 

September 22, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor briefly to report that, in accordance with 
outers received, on the morning of the 18th of September I marched 
my division, consisting of 3,052 rank and file, and two batteries of three 
guns each, to take position on north and east of the Masonic College, 
m which the enemy were intrenched. After traveling a circuitous 
route to avoid the observation of the enemy, I took position near the 
residence ot Mr. Tutfc, and opened with four guns upon them. These 
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guns wore ably served under tlie command of Captains Emmett MacDon- 
ald and Churchill Clark, whose gallantry and efficiency were justly 
spoken of by all. Here I offered a gold medal to any artillerist who 
would strike down the large flag on the southeast corner of the battle- 
ments. It was quickly won by Capt. Churchill Clark, though closely 
contended for. 


About 11 a. in. I closed in and around the college, placing a large 
force in an entirely protected position about 350 yards north and about 
500 yards east. I remained there throwing out sharpshooters and 
skirmishers to annoy and fatigue the enemy, while at the same time 
the approaches to the water were completely guarded. But one sally 
was made by the enemy on the evening of the 18th, which was quickly 
repulsed. 

All the men under my command acted with a patience, courage, and 
endurance worthy only of the cause engaged in, and for more than fifty 
hours they lay there panting like the hounds in summer when they 
scent the stately deer, eager not for revenge, but to teach again the 
minions of the tyrant that Missouri shall be free. 

The loss in this almost bloodless victory amounts in the Second 
Division to 2 killed and 20 wounded. Among the latter is Captain 
Vaughan, of the Fourth Infantry. 

Respectfully, 


J. S. EAINS, 

Brigadier- General, Second Division, Mo. S. G. 
(Jol. TiioMas L. Snead, Act. Asst. Adjt, Gen. 


Ho. 4. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Harris, Missouri State Guard . 

Hdqes. in the Field Second Division Mo. S. G-., 

Near Lexington, September 23, 1S61. 

Sir : In compliance with instructions, I beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the part taken by the forces under my command in the 
capture of tlio Federal forces occupying the city of Lexington on the 
1.8th, 19th, and 20th instants : 

Leaving 200 hundred men to act as camp guard, at 9 o’clock a. m. of 
the 18th instant my command, in pursuance to your order, took up the 
line of march for Lexington. The whole command, acting as infantry, 
moved by flank, the battery of artillery bringing up the rear. I had 
proceeded about one mile on route when my advance touched upon the 
rear of General Parsons’ division, and I soon after received your order 
to take the road to the left and support the movements of that division. 
An order to bring my artillery to the ad vance caused delay of some fif- 
teen or twenty minutes, as the infantry had to give way for its passage 
along the road. My command arrived at precisely 10 o’clock a. m., and 
1 ordered Captain Kneisloy, who was in command of the battery, to take 
position at an elevated point of intersection of two streets, and to open 
his lire and imitate the movements of the battery of General Parsons’ 
division, which was already in action. I detached Captain Davis’ com- 
pany, armed with minie rifles, to act as an intermediate covering party 
for the battery, whilst my whole command, protected by the houses, 
was held in readiness to support the battery if required. Captain 
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Kneisley served his battery very satisfactorily, only suspending bis lire 
from the exhaustion of his men, induced by tlie excessive heat and 
from want of sufficient ammunition. Tlie effect of the fire upon the 
enemy was very evident and destructive. At one or two positions 
occupied by my command the enemy annoyed us slightly with both 
round shot and grape, but a slight change in. position sufficed to afford 
adequate protection against his missiles. 

At 11.15 o’clock 1 received the order from yourself in person to move 
my command along the bank of the river to the support of General 
McLmie’s command and General Slack’s division, under command of 
Colonel Rives. At tlie same time you gave me instructions to capture 
the oriels: house outside of the enemy’s line of defense, known as the 
Anderson house or hospital, provided that if upon my arrival there I 
was of opinion I could carry it without too severe a loss. My battery 
ot artillery you suggested to remain in its then effective position, saving 
that you would look to its security. 

Immediately upon tlie receipt of the foregoing instruction I moved 
my command along to the line of the river, causing the different bat- 
talions to debouch to the right and ascend the elevations which pro- 
tected our movement from the fire of the enemy. I directed the men 
to crawl to the crests of the hills and annoy the enemy as lie should 
expose himself above bis breastworks. Lieutenant-Colonel Brace’s bat- 
talion I held to occupy the main road for several hours as a reserve, 
ihe active skirmishing of my men from the crests of the hills visibly 
had an annoying effect upon the enemy, and he responded throughout 
the day and night with great spirit and industry. 

■ Upon my reaching the point known as the hospital I dismounted and 
ascended the hill on foot. Upon my arrival I found Colonel Rives’ 
su . pp ® r t'® ( l by a portion of Lieutenant-Colonel Bull’s and 
Major Milton s (Callaway’s) command of my division. From a personal 
inspection of the position occupied by the hospital I became satisfied 
t luil it was invaluable to me as a point of annoyance and mask for my 
approach to the enemy. _ I at the same time received your communica- 
tion as to the result of your reconnaissance through your glass. I 
therefore immediately ordered an assault upon the position, in’ which I 
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by om Loops, but during the evening the enemy retook it, and were 
again driven out by our men with some loss. 

Leavmg a sufficient force at the hospital to hold it, I descended the 
hi l and moved along the left wing of my command, which, under 

„.?J t U'i • ,U ’ “if umted yfl* Geweral McBride’s command, and had 
daltotly driven the enemy back from an advanced position, and was 
occupying an advantageous point in common with General McBride’s 
command in a trench taken from the enemy near a mine which had 
S ??r u,g ' . U 1 1, °! 1 recoiinoiteriug the position of the enemy I directed 
w o ! imAm SffihlUy tlw left, which he promptly did, and 


_ ’ ; v . i f, 1U reuiuness ir an assault from tlie 

r* S n ll 1 u S be att ®“P ted - 1 then directed Lieutenant-Colonels 
' • -® 1 * 11 to move with their commands to the support of Green’s 

extended' 113 ^ ° ox ^ eil( ^ lG bank to the left on Colonel Green’s front 
This was the position of my command on the night of the 18tli in- 
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stunt, the men maintaining' a brisk skirmishing with decided effect 
upon the enemy. Climbing the rugged and precipitous heights during 
the excessive heat of the day caused the men to suffer greatly for water, 
but nothing appeared to daunt their resolution, endurance, and valor. 
They had neither blankets nor food, but they remained steadfastly at 
their posts during the entire night, in repelling these assaults I had 
the pleasure to recognize the gallant co-operation of General McBride 
and his command and the timely assistance of the batteries of Generals 
Bains and Parsons. 

At 7.30 o'clock on the evening of the 18th instant, when a sally was 
anticipated from the enemy through the hospital position, designed to 
make a diversion favorable to the landing of anticipated Federal re-en- 
forcements and to burn steamers captured by us during the day, you 
were kind enough to afford me the valuable re-enforcements from Gen- 
eral Steen’s division, commanded by Majors Thornton and Winston, and 
the battery of Captain Kelly. The infantry I posted to strengthen the 
hospital position, and the artillery was so disposed as to command the 
wharf and the river. Col. Congreve Jackson politely loaned me the use 
of a battalion commanded by Colonel Bevier, which I posted to cover 
the artillery. During the night I visited frequently the various posi- 
tions of my command, and found both men and officers fully resolved 
and capable of maintaining themselves until morning. 

On the 10th instant I moved Colonel MacDonald’s command to the 
extreme left, thus perfecting my connection with General Rains’ right 
flank. I directed a desultory fire to be kept up during tbe day by my 
sharpshooters along my entire front, and directed the line of some rude 
field fortifications. The commands of Colonel Green and Lieutenant- 
Colonels Hull and Brace, poorly provided with intrenching implements, 
perfected their defense with astonishing perseverance. None contributed 
more to the zealous and efficient prosecution of the work than Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Porter, of Colonel Green’s regiment, who, although severely 
wounded in the head by a ball, continued to afford the most untiring 
example to the men by his zeal and self-sacrificing services. Where 
timber could be liad as a shelter these field works could be constructed 
only at the expense of great physical exertion; but where the enemy 
had removed the means necessary for construction, to extend the lines 
of defense involved great hazard of life. By a reconnaissance of the 
hospital position I became satisfied that the construction of flank de- 
fenses would afford greatly increased facilities for the annoyance of 
the enemy, while it would materially lessen the exposure of our men: 
but such had been the great exhaustion of our men, that I feared their 
power of endurance would be overtasked should I impose this new task 
upon them. Captain Robinson, commanding the Callaway infantry, 
however, offered to attempt the task. I then directed Oapt. George A. 
Turner, of my staff, to request of you one hundred and thirty two bales 
of liemp, which you promptly accorded. Captain Turner was intrusted 
with the general superintendence of transporting it to the points desig- 
nated. To the extraordinary zeal, activity, and persevering industry of 
Captain Turner I feel under the greatest obligations. His services were 
invaluable to me during the entire engagement. I directed the bales to 
be wet in the river to protect them against the casualties of fire of our 
troops and of the enemy, but it was soon found that the wetting so 
materially increased the weight as to prevent our men in their exhausted 
condition from rolling them to the crest of the hill. I then adopted the 
idea of wetting the hemp after it had been transported to its position. 
In the arduous and extremely trying duty of transporting the hemp I 
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uamiofc neglect to recognize the active and cordial co-operation of the 
commands of Colonels itivos and Hughes, Majors Winston and Thorn- 
ton, Captains Mitchell, Grooms, and Sprntfc, and Adjutant Flowerree, of 
Genera 1 Steen’s division, Major Teacher, of General Clark’s division, 
and Major Welton, and the officers and men of General McBride’s 
division. 

At 5 o’clock p. in. on the 19th instant a truce was granted by you to 
the enemy to enable them to remove their sick and wounded from 
the hospital which had been captured by us the day previous This 
afforded me the opportunity to make limil and complete arrangements 
lor defense of the hospital position during the day, notwithstanding the 
active skirmishing along the entire line. Lieutenant-Colonels Hull and 
Trace had been enabled materially to improve and extend their de- 
fenses, composed of earthwork and timber. During the day and entire 
night of the 19th I was almost continually in the saddle, visiting the 
various positions, and giving detailed instructions to all grades. The 
extreme exhaustion and fatigues which I suffered taught me to appre- 
ciate fully the heroic patriotism and endurance of those brave men who 
had been exposed with me for forty-eight hours continuously, without 
comparatively either food, water, or blankets, and encountering the se- 
verest physical trials. 

At 8 o’clock a. m. on the 20th instant I ordered up additional hemp 
to extend the defenses at the position occupied by Colonel Green and 
Lieutenant-Colonels Hull and Brace. The activity and zeal of these 
commands in putting the bales in position reilect the greatest honor 
upon them. I directed them to he used as portable breastworks, to be 
pushed forward towards the enemy’s lines in parallel approaches. The 
disclosure of the hemp defenses or approaches, as they might be called, 
elicited the obstinate resentment of the enemy, who was profuse in the 
bestowal of round and grape shot, and was not at all economical of his 
mime balls; but our men, gallantly led by their officers, continued to 
approach the enemy, pouring in upon him a most destructive fire until 
about J o clock p. m., when he surrendered. 

8Us tained by my division in the entire engagement was : 
limed, 11; severely wounded, 18; slightly wounded, 26; making a total 
T 55 * 4 re fF efc t0 state that among the killed were Lieutenant 

r dm W . Mason, of Saint Charles County, an officer of Lieutenant-Col- 
onel H nil’s battalion, and Sorgfc. Maj. W. A. Chappell, of Colonel Mac- 
Donald’s regiment, both of which officers fell while gallantly leading and 
encouraging their men. Among so many officers and men who are enti- 
tled to honorable mention for gallant and distinguished services to make 
mention of a few appears like discrimination, yeti cannot refrain from 
mentioning the names of Colonel Green and Lieutenant-Colonel Brace 
and Lieutenant-Colonels Hull and Porter. Both of the latter-named gen- 
tiemen were wounded severely in the head by shot from the enemw 



aided 

“ . .. , ■ ■ * , — — — j-injwiuijuu, of the 

Callaway infantry, deserves honorable mention for his zeal and cool., de- 
ti berate courage. Colonel MacDonald faithfully and in a soldierly man- 
nei gallantly repelled several severe assaults from tlie enemy. Colonel 
hranklin, of Selmyler County, Captain McCulloch, Captain Davis, Cap- 
tain lachard son (severely wounded), Captain Grant, and Adjt. William 
x • LJavis, all of Colonel Green’s regiment, are entitled to honorable 


Nominal list omitted. 



Chap. X.] ACTION AT BLUE MILLS LANDING, MO. 193 

mention for tlieir gallantry, zeal, and great endurance. Captain Kneis- 
loy, who commanded my artillery, won my approbation by his energy, 
coolness, and courage. The men all behaved admirably. To the officers 
of my staff I feel under especial obligations for their zeal, intelligence, 
and courage in carrying my plans and instructions into execution. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Yowles and Pittman, my aides-de-camp; Oapts. George 
A. Turner and C. M. Randolph, my additional aides-de-camp ; and Pro- 
vost Marshal Pindall, who was knocked down by a ball during the heat 
of tlie action, were all alike inexhaustible in their energy, courage, and 
perseverance, while the excellent condition of my wounded fully com- 
mends the skill, attention, and industry of Surgeon JBailey and his corps 
of assistants to my most favorable consideration. 

Respectfully, 

THOMAS A. HARRIS, 

Brigadier-General , Second Division Missouri State Guard, 
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard. 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1861. — Action at Blue Mills Landing, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. — Lieut. Col. John Scott, Third Iowa Infantry. 

No. 2 . — u General ,y D. It. Atchison, Confederate service. 

Ho. 1. 

Deport of Lieut Got John Scott , Third Iowa Infantry . 

Hdqes. Third Regiment Iowa Volunteers, 

Liberty , September 18, 1861. 

Sir : In relation to an affair of yesterday which occurred near Blue 
Mills Landing, about 5 miles from this place, I have the honor to re- 
port : 

Agreeably to your orders I left Cameron at 3 p. m. of the 15th inst., 
and through a heavy rain and bad roads made but 7 miles during 
that afternoon. By a very active march on the 16th I reached Centre- 
ville, 10 miles north of Liberty, by sunset, where the firing of cannon 
was distinctly heard in the direction of Platte City, which was surmised 
to be from Colonel Smith’s Sixteenth. Illinois command. Had sent a 
messenger to Colonel Smith from Haines ville, and sent another from 
Centreville, apprising him of my movements, but got no response. On 
the 17th, at 2 a. in., started from Centreville for Liberty, and at day- 
light the advanced guards fell in with the enemy’s pickets, which they 
drove in and closely followed. At 7 a. m, my command arrived at 
Liberty, and bivouacked on the hill north of and overlooking the town. 
I dispatched several scouts to examine the position of the enemy, but 
could gain no definite information. They had passed through Liberty 
during the afternoon of the 16th to the number of about 1,000, and 
taken the road to Blue Mills Landing, and were reported as having four 
13 r r— vol hi 
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pieces of artillery, At 11 o’clock a. m. heard firing in the direction 
of the landing, which was reported as a conflict between the rebels 
and forces disputing their passage over the river. At 12 m. moved the 
command, consisting of 500 of the Third Iowa, a squad of German 
artillerists, and about 70 Home Guards, in the direction of Blue Mills 
Landing. On the route learned that a body of our scouts had fallen 
in with the enemy’s pickets, and lost 4 killed and 1 wounded. Before 
starting dispatched courier to Colonel Smith to hasten his command. 
About 2 miles from Liberty the advance guard drove in the enemy’s 
pickets. Skirmishers closely examined the dense growth through 
which our route lay, and at 3 p. m. discovered the enemy in force, 
concealed on both sides of the road, and occupying the dry bed of a. 
slough, his left resting on the river and the right extending beyond 
our observation. He opened a heavy lire, which drove back oar 
skirmishers, and made simultaneous attacks upon our front and right. 
These were well sustained, and he retired with loss to his position. 
In the attack on our front the artillery suffered so severely that the 
only piece, a brass G-pounder, was left without sufficient force to man 
it, and I was only able to have it discharged twice during the action. 
Some of the gunners abandoned the piece, carrying off the matches 
and primer, and could not be rallied. 

The enemy kept up a heavy lire from his position. Our artillery use- 
less, and many of the officers and men already disabled, it was deemed 
advisable to fall back, which was done slowly, returning the enemy’s 
lire, and completely cheeking pursuit. The G-pounder was brought 
off by hand, through the gallantry of Captain Trumbull, Lieutenants 
Grosiey and Knight, and various officers and men of the Third Iowa, 
after it had been entirely abandoned by the artillerists. The ammuni- 
tion wagon, becoming fastened between a tree and log at the road-side 
in such a manner that it could not be released without serious loss, 
was abandoned. 

The engagement lasted one hour, and was sustained by my command 
with an intrepidity that merits my warmest approbation. 

I have to regret the loss of a number of brave officers and men, wlio 
fell gallantly fighting at their posts. I refer to the inclosed list of killed 
.and wounded as a part of this report.* The heaviest fi.ro was sustained 
by Company I, Third Iowa Volunteers, which lost 4 killed and 20 
wounded, being one-fourth of our total loss. 

Major Stone, Captains Warren, Willett, and O’Neill were severely 
wounded, and also Lieutenants Hobbs, Anderson, Tullis, and Knight. 
The latter refused to retire from the field after being three times wounded, 
.and remained with his men till the close of the engagement. 

Among the great number wlio deserve my thanks for their gallantry, 
•I might mention Sergt, James F. Lakin, of Company F, Third Iowa, 
who bore the colors, and carried them into the thickest of the fight with 
all the coolness of a veteran. 

The loss of the enemy cannot he certainly ascertained, but from ac- 
counts deemed reliable is not less than 100, many of whom were killed. 
His tofal force was about 4,400. 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN SCOTT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Third Iowa Volunteers. 

S. D. Sturgis, Brigadier- General, U. S Army. 

* Not found. 
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No. 2. 

Report of u General” D. R. Atchison ,* Confederate service. 


Lexington, Mo., September 21, 1861. 

Silt : In pursuance of your orders I left this place on the evening of 
tlio 15th instant, and proceeded forthwith to Liberty, Olay County, Mis- 
souri, where I met the State Guard, on the march from the northwest — 
live regiments of infantry, under the command of Colonel Saunders, and 
one regiment of cavalry, under the command of Colonel Wilfley, from 
the fifth district ; five regiments of infantry, under command of Col. 
Jeff. Patton, and one battalion of cavalry, under Colonel Childs, from 
the fourth district. I delivered your orders to the above commands to 
hasten to this point (Lexington) with as much dispatch as possible. 
They marched forthwith, and arrived at the Missouri Eiver about 4 
o’clock in the evening, when Colonel Boyd’s artillery and battalion and 
baggage were crossed over to the south side, where the colonel took 
his position, Captain Kelly planting his artillery so as to completely 
command the river. The crossing continued all night without interrup- 
tion, every officer and man using his best exertions. We received news 
during the night that the enemy would be in the town of Liberty, about 
0 miles distant from Blue Mills Ferry, at an early hour the ensuing 
morning. We were crossing in three small flats, and much time was 
necessary to move the large train, of some hundred wagons. Colonel 
Childs, with his command, had taken post for the night about 2 miles 
from Liberty, on the road to the ferry. Here he engaged the enemy’s 
advance or pickets in the morning, killing 4 and wounding 1, with no 
loss oil our side. The enemy fled, and we heard no more of them till 3 
or 4 o’clock, when their approach was announced, in large force, sup- 
posed to be about 900 men, with one piece of artillery (a G-pounder). 
The men of our command immediately formed, Col. Jeff. Patton leading 
the advance, to meet the enemy. After proceeding about 3 miles from 
the river they met the advance guard of the enemy, and the fight com- 
menced. But the Federal troops almost immediately fled, our men pur- 
suing rapidly, shooting them down, until they annihilated the rear of 
their army, taking one caisson, killing about CO, and wounding, it is 
said, about 70. The Federal troops attempted two or three times to 
make a stand, but ran after delivering one fire. Our men followed them 
like hounds on a wolf chase, strewing the road with the dead and 
wounded, until they were compelled to give over the chase from exhaus- 
tion, the evening being very warm. Colonel Saunders ? Colonel Patton, 
Colonel Childs, Colonel Oundiff, Colonel Wilfley, Major Gause, Adju- 
tant Shackleford, and all the other officers and men, as far as I know 
or could learn, behaved gallantly.! 

’ D. E. ATCHISON, 

General Price. 


* No record of his official status. 

t A rofcurn of casualties for Fourth Division Missouri State Guard reports a loss .of 
2 killed and 3 wounded in this action. 
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SEPTEMBER 17, 1861.— Skirmish at Morristown, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Barnes U. Bane, commanding Kansas Brigade. 

Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

West Point, September 17, 1861. 

Oapt. W. E. Prince, 

First Infantry , Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 

Sir : The expedition sent out yesterday afternoon, consisting of the 
cavalry, two mountain howitzers, and two companies of infantry of 
Fifth Kegiment, in all about GOO men, against an encampment of the 
enemy at Morristown, in Cass County, 5 miles from the border, has this 
moment returned. They succeeded in routing the enemy, killing 7, 
capturing their entire camp equipage, tents, wagons, &c., some 100 
horses and horse equipments. Our ioss is 2 killed, C wounded — mere 
flesh wounds, with the exception of two. One of the killed, however, 
is Col. H. P. Johnson, who was connected with Colonel Montgomery in 
the command of the expedition. His loss is deemed by every member 
of the command as of great importance to the service j as a dashing 
cavalry officer he had no superior. He was killed, while leading his 
command, by the enemy in ambush. Details will be given you in my 
next. I nope you will communicate his death tenderly to his wife, and 
say to her that his body will be forwarded to Leavenworth to-morrow 
morning as soon as the coffin is prepared* 

# # # # m * # 

J. H. LAKE. 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1861J — Skirmish at, and destruction of, Osceola, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. J comes II. Lane, commanding Kansas Brigade . 

Camp Montgomery, September 24, 1861. 

Sir : Your dispatch of September 18 is this moment received. My 
brigade is now marching to this point from Osceola, where I have been 
ou a forced march, expecting to cut off the enemy’s train of ammuni- 
tion. The enemy ambushed the approaches to the town, and after 
being driven from them by the advance under Colonels Montgomery 
and Weer, they took refuge in the buildings of the town to annoy us. 
Wb were compelled to shell them out, and in doing so the place was 
burned to ashes, with an immense amount of stores of all descriptions. 
There were 15 or 20 of them killed and wounded : we lost none. Full 
particulars will be furnished you hereafter.! 

* * * # # # # 

J. H. LAKE. 

Major-General Fremont, 

Commanding Western Department. 

**1 ho" remainder of this letter will to found under its date in tl Correspondence, 
etc.,” post. 

t Date not positively determined ; it may Lave been September 20 or 24. 

t Further reports not found, but see Plumly to Scott, October 3, post. Remainder of 
above letter in the general correspondence, post. 
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SEPTEMBER 26, 1861. — Skirmish at Hunter’s Farm, near Belmont, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. Brig. Gun. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding District of Southeast Mis- 
souri. 

No. 3, — Col, R. J, Oglosby, Eighth Illinois Inf antry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant, V. 8. Army. 

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , September 26, 1861. 

Sir : Dor the information of the general commanding the Western 
Department I have to report that reconnaissances which I have directed 
for the last two days show the enemy to have abandoned their position 
near Hunter’s farm. They are now confined in their encampments at 
Columbus and Belmont. A party of cavalry sent out by my order this 
morning succeeded in surprising a detachment of about 40 of Jeff. 
Thompson’s command to-day. I inclose herewith Colonel Oglesby’s 
report of the result [Ho. 2]. 

I have to report the loss of two good soldiers by the culpable conduct 
of Lieut. J. W. Campion, Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, on yesterday. 
Colonel Marsh’s report of the circumstances is inclosed herewith* 

There are two companies of the Seventh Iowa Regiment stationed at 
Potosi, Mo., which I would respectfully request to be relieved and sent 
here to join their regiment. 

Yesterday a party of cavalry from Columbus came up to the neigh- 
borhood of Elliott’s Mills and arrested a farmer there for the crime of 
loyalty to his country. To-day I directed in retaliation the arrest of 
two noted secessionists, who were informed that they would be released 
on the safe return of the Union man sent to Columbus. The party 
making the arrest went into Blandville and brought from there also a 
Mr. Blake, who is charged with recruiting a company for the Southern 
Army. He will be sent to Saint Louis for trial. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Capt. 0. MoKebver, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., XT. 8. A., Western Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. 


No. 2, 

Deport of Col. JR. J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters, 
Norfolk, Mo., September 26, 1861. 

Sir: Captain Stewart, in command of the squadron of cavalry that 
left here this morning, consisting of a small detachment of his own com- 
pany, Captain Langen’s company, and Captain Pfaff’s company, returned 
at 5 o’clock p. in., with 4 prisoners and 4 horses and rigging. He met 
the cavalry of the enemy at the Hunter farm, near the edge of the 


Not found. 
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timber, and by a skillful maneuver surrounded and captured a portion 
of them. Captain Stewart reports some 10 or 12 killed and several 
wounded ; 1 horse lost. I send the prisoners by the January this even- 
ing. Will retain the horses for the use of the cavalry until otherwise 
ordered. 

You will learn from the prisoners that the position of. the enemy is 
unchanged at Belmont. Jeff. Thompson still has only 2,500, 800 cav- 
alry included. I will give no detailed statement, as you will learn all 
Horn the prisoners. We are not threatened by them, but the steamer 
Jeff*. Davis is still helow us, waiting to be taken. I have sent the Ger- 
man cavalry back to the Point to-night. ' 

liesjmctfully, yours, 


Brig. Gen. IT. 8. Grant. 


B. J. OGLESBY, 
Colonel , Commanding i &c., 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1861, — Skirmish near Norfolk, Mo. 

Report of Col. R. J. Oglesby , Eighth Illinois Infantry , 

Headquarters, 
Norfolk Mo., September 28, 1861. 

General: Yesterday I sent down 200 infantry to Colonel Dough- 
erty’s regiment (Captain Challenor), to sustain the cavalry if repulsed. 
At the Beckwith farm, 5 miles below here, Captain Challenor (Twenty- 
second Illinois Infantry) met the enemy, stationed to surprise our cav- 
alry by drawing it into an ambuscade. Upon the first fire from Captain 
Me Adam’s company [Twenty-second Illinois] the whole force fled in 
confusion. The enemy were about 400, besides a small body of cavalry. 
They have never been so near us before. It means nothing more than 
an eff ort to catch our cavalry companies scouting the country about 
Hunter’s farm. We were not troubled by the Jeff. Davis last night, 
although she was in 2 miles of us a part of the time. 

Respectfully, yours, 

B. J. OGLESBY, 
Commanding Forces, Norfolk. 

Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding Division. 


OCTOBER 2, 1861. — Expedition from Bird's Point to Charleston, Mo. 

Report of Col R. J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters, 

Bird's Foint , October 2, 1861. 

„ General: In obedience to your order last night to move with a 
force upon Charleston to intercept the rebel forces under Jeff. Thomp- 
son, I sent Eleventh Illinois Volunteers, 450, Twentieth Illinois, 850, 
and the Second Iowa Volunteers, 350; total infantry, 1,150; one division 
or Captain Taylor’s artillery and 100 cavalry, under Captain Stewart; 
the whole force under command of Colonel Tuttle, of the Second Iowa 
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lleginieut. The force left liere at 3.30 o’clock this morning; arrived at 
Charleston at 8 o’clock. Colonel Tattle reports that no enemy lias 
been near Charleston in force. He immediately sent out detachments 
in every direction to reconnoiter. Learning that about 500 of the 
enemy’s cavalry would be at Charleston at noon to-day or during the 
day, lie sent forward on the Belmont road a company of cavalry 5 
miles to report their approach. The enemy did not reveal itself. At 
5 o’clock p. m. the forces were put in motion, and have returned to this 
camp to-night. From all the information learned through Colonel 
Tuttle I am satisfied the enemy have not been at Charleston, and will 
not move by there. Belmont has been evacuated. My impression is 
they have fallen back on Hew Madrid. 

Most respectfully, yours, 

E. J. OGLESBY, 
Colonel, Commanding ‘ Bird's Point. 

Brig. Gen. XT. S. Grant, Cairo, III. 


OCTOBER 7, 1861.— Reconnaissance from Cairo, IE, to Lucas Bend, Mo. 

E3SPOETS. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding District of Southeast Missouri. 
No. 2 , — Commander Henry Walke, U.'S. Navy. 


Ho. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. U. 8. Grant, JJ. S. Army. 

Cairo, October 7, 1861. 

Sir*. Information which I am disposed to look upon as reliable has 
reached me to-day that the Confederates have been re-enforced at Co- 
lumbus to about 45,000. In addition to this they have a large force 
collected at Union City, and are being re-enforced every day. They 
talk boldly of making an attack upon Paducali by the 15th of this 

ii /i* ■ * -I ri Pl-i att mm nr 
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son and Lowe are no doubt occupying positions at Sikeston and Benton, 
If the cavalry here were fully armed and equipped, they could be 
easily driven out. There is no use going after them with any other 
arm. I had a reconnaissance made to-day to within a few miles of 
Columbus. I inclose herewith Captain Walke’s report of it. I also 
have at Charleston a force of some 1,200, all armed. Ho news of an 
enemy passing there or having passed. This force took with them two 
days’ rations, and will return to-morrow, after making a reconnaissance, 
as far as practicable, in all directions. 

Bespectfally, &c, S . GBAKTj 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Oapt. Chaunoey McKeever, . 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Western Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. 



200 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARIC., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X 


No. 2. 

Report of Commander Henry Walke, V. J3. Navy. 

TJ. S. Gunboat Tyler, 

Cairo , 111., October 1, 1861. 

General: Agreeably to your orders of this morning, I proceeded 
down the river with the II. S. gunboat Tyler and the Lexington, under 
Commander Stembel, for the purpose of reconnoitering tint position of 
the enemy as far as practicable. When approaching the head of Iron 
'bluffs we saw tlie rebel steamer Jeff. Davis, but could not get near 
enough to be of effective service. Proceeding on till we came in sight 
of their batteries, about 2 miles above Columbus, wo opened on them, 
and succeeded in drawing the fire of five of their batteries, some of 
which proved to be mounted with rilled cannon. Pour of their shots 
passed over us, one of them coming within fifty feet of the bow. Not 
feeling ourselves strong enough to contend with their rifled cannon, 
wo rounded to, and returned to Cairo. When near the foot of Lucas 
Bend the Lexington and ourselves fired several shell iuto Camp Bel- 
mont, from which they fired several rounds from their batteries: and 
on our return, just above Norfolk, we brought away two flat-boats, 
which we deliver subject to your order. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WALKE, 
Commander , U. 8. Navy. 

Brig. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, Commanding 8. JEJ. Dist., Cairo. 


OCTOBER 12-13, 1861 — Skirmishes near Clintonville and on the Pomme de 

Terre, Mo. 

Report of Brig. Gen. Monroe M. Parsons, commanding 8hth Division 
Missouri State Guard ( Confederate ). 

Headquarters, Camp on Cedar Creek, 

October 14, 1861. 

General: General Harris’ division and my own camped on Smith’s 
at m ’ . °o from Clintonville, about 12 o’clock on Saturday last. 

About 3 o’clock m the evening of that day the pickets of General Harris 
were fired upon by a few jayhawkers in ambush, who killed 1 man and 
wounded 3 others. The cavalry was immediately sent out in force, 
and scoured the country for miles around, bringing in 5 prisoners 
but we have no positive evidence that they were of the party that fired 
upon our troops. 

On yesterday, about sunset, I received intelligence that another party 
of jayhawkers, about 20 in number, fired upon 7 of our party, who were 
over on the Pomme de Terre, about 20 miles distant, foraging for 
wheat. Two of our men were wounded. The forces that I had at 
ivficliie s Mill, about 20 in number, immediately started in pursuit. I 
also dispatched from this camp 50 men, under Captain MoOarey, with 
instructions to proceed immediately to the mill and occupy it in the ab- 
sence of the other troops, or, if necessary, move on to their relief. Suffi- 
cient time has not yet elapsed for any further report from them. 
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My commissary is procuring his flour at Ritchie’s Mill, 9 miles distant, 
and General Harris is obtaining his at Oaplinger’s, 5 miles distant, and 
they are getting on admirably in the preparation of flour. The steani- 
mili on the Osage, that was occupied by General Harris, had got out of 
repair ; and he was compelled to abandon it without getting from it the 
quantity of flour that he had expected. I am informed that Oaplinger’s 
Mill will turn him out a fair supply to-day. 

We have here an abundance of forage in the vicinity of our camp, 
and the men and animals are rapidly recruiting. This being the last 
day allowed us to remain in this camp, I shall to-morrow morning re- 
sume the line of march. You will please indicate its direction. I have 
reliable information from the other side of the Osage, through Major 
Woods, of Versailles, who arrived in camp last night, that there arc 
no Federals at Warsaw. About 20 are at Cole Camp; none at War- 
ronsburg or any other point on this side of the Pacific Railroad line. 
They appear to be establishing themselves along the railroad line and 
on the Missouri River. Their whole force estimated at about 16,000. 
Major Woods left Versailles on Wednesday last. From the fact that 
the enemy are scouring the country in- which they are located for trans- 
portation, I am satisfied that an overland expedition is intended. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. M. PARSOHS, 

Brig. Gen Sixth Div., Mo. S. G. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commander -in- Chief Missouri State Guard. 


OCTOBER 12-25, 1861. — Operations about Ironton and Eredericklown, Mo. 

summary om mwmisrTS. 

October 12. — Advance of Thompson's (Confederate) forces from Stoddard County. 

15. — Skirmishes near and at Blackwell Station and destruction of Big 
River Bridge. 

17-18.— Skirmishes at Frederiektown. 

18. — Advance of Plummer's (Union) forces from Capo Girardeau. 

20. — Advance of Carlin's (Union) forcc-s from Pilot Knot). 

21. — Engagement at Frederiektown. 

mmiPortTs, mure. 

No. 1.— Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, of the capture of 
Big River Bridge. 

No. 2. — Capt. Chauncey MeKeever, A. A. G., U. S. Army, with instructions to General 
Grant. 

No. 3. — Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, with instructions to Colonel Plummer. 

No. 4.— Lieut. E. M. Joel, Twenty-ninth Missouri Infantry, of skirmishes at Freder- 
ioktown. 

No. 5. — Col. J. B, Plummer, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, commanding, of operations 
October 18-24, with complimentary letter and order from General Grant. 

No. 6.— Col. L. F. Ross, Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at Frederiek- 
towu, with complimentary letter from General Grant. 

No. 7.— Col, C. C. Marsh, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at Frederick- 
town, with complimentary letter from General Grant. 

No. 8, — Lieut. Col. W. E. Pauabaker, Eleventh Missouri Infantry, of engagement 
at Frederiektown. 
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No. 9. — Captain W. Stewart, Illinois Cavalry, of engagement at Fredericktown. 

No. 10. — Lieut. P. II. White, Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery, of engagement 
at Fredericktown. 

No. 11. — Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, of operations Octo- 
ber 20-24. 

No. 12. — Col. C. E. Ilovey, Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, of engagement at Freder- 
icktown. 

No. 13. — Col. Conrad Balter, First Indiana Cavalry, of engagement at Fredericktown. 
No. 14. — Maj. J. M. Schofield, First Missouri Light Artillery, of engagement at Fred- 
ericktown. 

No. 15.— Brig. Gen. M. Jell'. Thompson, Missouri State Guard, of advance from Pike- 
ton and skirmishes at Big River Bridge and Blackwell Station. 

No. 1C.— Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, of operations October 17-25, with orders and 
correspondence. 

No. 17. — J. R. Purvis, Assistant Adjutant General (Confederate), of operations October* 
12-28. 

No. 18. — Maj. D, F. Shall, C. S. Army, of co-operation with Thompson’s forces, October 
19-23. 

No. 19. — Lieut. Col. Aden Lowe, Missouri State Guard, of affairs at Fredericktown 
October 16 and 17. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Col. William B. Carlin , Thirty- eighth Illinois Infantry , of the 
capture of Big River Bridge. 

Head quarters, 

Bilot Knob , Mo October 1C, 1861. 

^Captain : I have to report that on yesterday evening the conductor 
of the down train reported to me that Potosi was threatened by a 
rebel force 400 strong*. Believing* the report reliable, I immediately 
started three companies of the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, under 
Maj. D. H. G-ilmer, by railroad, and four companies of the First Indiana 
Cavalry, under Col. Conrad Baker. To-day at 10 o’clock I received 
reliable information that Jeff. Thompson, with a force of near 3,000, 
was 25 miles southeast of Orossville. Thinking the move at Potosi 
a feint to draw off my main force, I sent expresses to recall Colonel 
Baker and Major Gilmer, as I have not sufficient force to guard all the 
approaches to this place. At 4 o’clock to-day I received a note from 
Major Gilmer, informing me that the rebels had captured Captain 
Elliott and his guard at Big River Bridge, 6 miles above Mineral Point, 
and that lie would go on to the bridge and wait for re- enforcements. 
Being still assured that the enemy design weakening this point to attack 
it, I reiterated my order to Colonel Baker and Major Gilmer to return, 
though I deeply regret the necessity of abandoning the guards at the 
bridge. Three regiments should be sent immediately, also one light 
battery and 1,000 musket cartridges. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. CARLIN, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Capt. C. McKeeveb, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Saint Louis , Mo. 


Pilot Knob, Mo., October 18, 1861. 

I expect an attack at all points to-morrow morning. I will telegraph 
you again to-morrow, if communication should not be cut off. If it 



ClIAl 1 . X.] 


IRONTON AND FREDERICKTOWN, MO. 


203 


should be cut off, you may infer that the attack has begun. Think we 
will repulse the enemy, but fear the railroad may be rendered impassa- 
ble to the battery, which has not arrived. 

W. f>. CABLIN', 

„ . Colonel , Commanding. 

Captain MoKeever. 


Bo. 2. 

Report of Oapt. Ohaunoey MoKeever , Assistant Adjutant- General. 77. S. 

Army, with instructions to General Grant. 

Headquarters, 

Saint Louis , October 22, 1861. 

In the absence of General Fremont, I have the honor to report that 
a force from Pilot Knob, under Colonel Carlin, acting’ in conjunction 
with a force from Cape Girardeau, under Col. J. B. Plummer, attacked 
the enemy yesterday at Fredericktown, about 26 miles from Pilot 
Knob, completely routing them, killing Lowe, their commander, and cap- 
turing four pieces of heavy artillery. The loss of the enemy heavy : 
ours small. Major Gavitt and Captain Highman, First Indiana Cavalry, 
were killed in charge on the rebel battery. 

_ C. MoKEEVEB, 
Assistant Adjutant • General. 

Col. E. D. Townsend. 


Saint Louis, October 16, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. TJ. S. Grant. Cairo, III : 

Jell Thompson, with between two and three thousand men, is at 
Farmington, 20 miles east of Ironton. Send as large a force as you 
can from Cape Girardeau, in the direction of Ironton or Pilot Knob, 
to cut off his retreat into Arkansas. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

C. MoKEEVEB, 
Assistant Adjutant - General. 


Saint Louis, Oetober 18, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, Cairo, III. : 

Colonel Carlin has been driven back towards Pilot Knob by Jeff. 
Thompson, who is reported to have 5,000 men and four pieces of artil- 
lery. I have sent two regiments of infantry and a battery of light 
artillery from here to re-enforce him. Send additional force horn Cairo 
or Cape Girardeau if it can be done with safety. 

O. MoKEEVEB, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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No. 3. 

Report of Brig . Gen. U. 8. Grant, U. 8. Army, with instructions to 

Colonel Flummer . , 

Cairo, III., October 18, 1861. 

8 <5i 16 iuforaia1 f 11 “ Thompson and Lowe have less than 

tI°™^oA» OTO sent a force through to drive tliem from their haunt, 
it would not be prudent to send more from hero. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Captain McKeevee. Brigadier. General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 
n 1 Cairo, III., October 16, 1801. 

LOI. J. 13. iLUMMER, Commanding Forces Cape Girardeau , Mo. : 

inlbrms^ru^tliTf ^ rece f. v 1 e<; } from department headquarters, 

mioims me that Jett. Thompson, with between two and three thousand 

men, is at Farmington, Mo., and directs that I send such force as can be 
spared from Gape Girardeau to cut off his retreat. 

I send you, in addition to the force now under your command one 

3" ? f ?f wa1 ^ an(i one section of iirtil- 

ldy. With this foice and the able-bodied men of two other regiments 

toce afihVcape 8nffloimt to meet Thom l> s °“> <®d leave eufflZl 

The expedition should be moved with all dispatch, taking as many 

nS8Sv°von a ™°nntim . flu , d . trans l )0 rtatiou for. Should ft become 
Sf,?hf V° n - ar , 6 autll0riz ed to press into the service of the United 
States such private teams as the good of the service may require 

XL S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


„ , T ^ _ Cairo, III., October 18, 1861. 

Gol. J. B. Plummer, 

Commanding Expedition, U. 8. Forces, 8. FJ. Missouri : 

the river ^iford lu ) s m ! m ’ necl - ^'om his expedition up 
tne nver, and rupoits that you had been informed that General Hardee 

was at Greenville, with a force of 5,000 men. Hardee has not been in 
Greenville for three or four weeks. He has been in Columbus, Ky., until 

Wltil ElloW > 81 ~ ‘4 

l am satifled that you can have no force to contend against hut Thomn- 
son s and Lowe s. I feel but little confidence in your even seeing them, 
but information just received from Saint Louis reports Thompson as 
fortifying Fredericktown. You will, therefore, march upon tbit place 

a dfffercnt S fvXT T- h laform . ation 011 your march as to indicate 
a diilerent locality for the ubiquitous individual. 

dli I e ? u \ a11 a f med 1)odies no ^ threatening the Iron 
Mountain Railioad, and destroy them if possible 

Having all confidence in your skill and discretion, I do not want to 
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cripple you by instructions, but simply give you the objects of the ex- 
pedition and leave you to execute them. It is desirable, however, that 
you should communicate with the commanding officer at Pilot Knob, and 
return as soon as you may feel that point secure. It is not necessary 
that you should march your force in for that purpose, but simply com- 
municate by letter from Fredericktown or such point as you may make 
in the expedition. 

Yours, truly, 

U. S. GKAHT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Ho. 4. 

Reports of Lieut. F. M. Joel, Twenty-ninth Missouri Infantry , of skir- 
mishes at Fredericktown. 

Pilot Knob, October 17, 1861. 

From a conversation I have just had with Major Gavitt, of the First 
Indiana Cavalry, and who was in command in the engagement this 
morning, I learn that he made the attack with his cavalry at 4 this morn- 
ing, and discovering the strength and position of the enemy, fell back 
until he came on Colonel Alexander, with COO of the Twenty-first Infant- 
ry and one piece of artillery, the enemy following and fighting all the 
way. He got his gun in position and infantry in ambush. He made 
part of his command retreat, and the enemy followed into the ambush 
laid for them. They suffered severely, and fell back with heavy loss. If 
you will attack them in the rear, and with our force in front, they will 
be completely at our mercy. 

E. M. JOEL, 

Lieutenant and Assistant Quartermaster. 

Cax>tain MoKeewer. 


Pilot Knob, Mo,, October 19, 1861. 

The artillery has not arrived yet. I have had all the carpenters I 
could find working all night making frames for cars, so that we could 
bring horses, as we had no stock cars. I expect they will be here about 
9 this p. m. 

We have learned from prisoners which were taken last evening by 
some of our troops, who passed themselves for rebels, that it was the 
intention of the enemy to make an attack this or to-morrow morning 
at four different points. The prisoners also said that they were raising 
all the men between Pilot Knob and Irondale, and are to make the at- 
tack from the north. We have four of them in irons, and one of them 
is represented as being a captain in the rebel army. Another furnished 
a guide to our officers to go and burn the bridge. Colonel Carlin had 
intended to march all the force he could spare against the enemy this 
morning, but in consequence of the information received he has retained 
them. Let us have our artillery, and there is no fear but we can hold 
this place against all the force the enemy has within 30 miles of this 
point. 

We have received information since yesterday that the enemy has 
been re-enforced, and has at Fredericktown about 7,000, and at Centre- 
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ville 2,000, and they had a force of 1,000 cavalry at Farmington. These 
places are on roads leading and diverging to and from Fredericktown. 
Spies have "been sent out this morning, and I will report as soon as they 
come in. 

.Respectfully, 

E. M. JOEL, 

Lieutenant and Assistant Quartermaster. 

O. MoKeever, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ho. 5. 

Reports of Col. J , B. Plummer , Eleventh Missouri Infantry , commanding, 
of operations October 18-24, with complimentary letter and order from 
&c?ieral Grant. 


Headquarters, Camp Fremont, 

Cape Girardeau , Mo., October 20, 1861. 

General : Pursuant to your orders of the 16th, I left this post on 
the 18th instant, with about 1,600 men, and marched upon Frederiek- 
town, via Jackson and Dallas, where I arrived at 12 o’clock on Monday, 
the 21st instant, finding there Colonel Carlin, with abdut 3,000 men, 
who had arrived at 9 o’clock that morning. He gave me a portion of 
liis command, which 1 united with my own, and immediately started in 
pursuit of Thompson, who was reported to have evacuated the town 
the day before and retreated toward Greenville. I found him, however, 
occupying a position about 1 mile out of town on the Greenville road, 
which he had held since about 9 o’clock a. in,, and immediately attacked 
him. The battle lasted about two and a half hours, and resulted in the 
total defeat of Thompson and route of all his forces, consisting of about 
3,600 men. Tlieir loss was severe; ours very light. Among their killed 
was Lowe. 

On the following day I pursued Thompson 22 miles towards Green- 
ville, for the purpose of capturing liis train; but finding further pursuit 
useless, and believing Pilot Knob secure, and the object of the expedi- 
tion accomplished, I returned to this post, where I arrived last evening, 
having been absent seven and a half days. I brought with me 42 pris- 
oners and one iron 12-pounder field piece, a number of small-arms and 
horses, taken upon the field. I will forward a detailed report of the bat- 
tle as soon as reports from colonels of regiments and commanding officers 
of corps are received. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. PLUMMER, 

Colonel Eleventh Missouri Yolunteers, Commanding. 

General U. S. Grant, Commanding Distriot 8. E. Mo. 


Headquarters, Camp Fremont, 

Gape Girardeau, Mo., October 31, 1861. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of mv recent 
expedition to Fredericktown : 

I received the order on the 17th instant, and on the following morn- 
ing marched with about 1,500 men, composed of the Seventeenth and 
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Twentieth Regiments of Illinois Volunteers, commanded by Colonels 
Boss and Marsh 5 the Eleventh Missouri, uuder the immediate command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Panabaker; Lieutenant White’s section of Taylor’s 
battery, and Captains Stewart and Langen’s companies of cavalry, under 
the command of the former, with rations for twelve days. 

Learning that Thompson and his forces were at Fredericktown instead 
of .Farmington, I took the road from Jackson to Dallas, for the purpose 
of cutting off their, retreat south should they attempt it. From my 
camp at Dallas on Saturday night I dispatched a messenger, with a 
communication for the commanding officer at Pilot Knob, requesting 
liis co-operation, which unfortunately fell into the hands of the enemy, 
and. gave them information of my intention to attack them on Monday 
morning. O 11 my arrival at Fredericktown, at 12 o’clock on Monday, 
the 21 st, I found the town had been occupied since 8 o’clock that morn- 
ing by Colonel Carlin, with about 3,000 men, from Pilot Knob. The 
town people stated that Thompson had evacuated the town the evening 
before, and was cn route for Greenville. 

Being determined to pursue the enemy, Colonel Carlin consented 
to re-enforce me with the Twenty -first and Thirty-third Regiments of 
Illinois Volunteers, commanded by Colonels Alexander and Hovey; six 
companies of the First Indiana Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Baker, 
and one section of Major Schofield’s battery, under Lieutenant Hescock. 
The column thus re-enforced was put in motion about 1 o’clock p. m., 
and had not proceeded over half a mile on the Greenville road, when 
the enemy was discovered in front of us by Captain Stewart, whose 
vigilance and untiring energy during the whole march was conspicuous. 

Colonel Ross, whose regiment was the leading one of the column, 
immediately deployed it to the left into a lane, and threw forward two 
companies as skirmishers to feel the enemy, -whose exact position and 
strength it was difficult to determine. As soon as I arrived at the front 
I directed Colonel Ross to move forward his regiment into the com field 
in support of his skirmishers, and 0 rderedupLieutena 1 .it White’s section 
of Taylor’s battery, which immediately opened fire, and by its effective- 
ness soon caused the enemy to respond. Their artillery consisted of four 
pieces, masked upon the slope of a hill about six hundred yards distant. 
The principal body of their infantry, under Colonel Lowe, was posted in 
the corn field to the left of the road. With them the Seventeenth Illinois 
was soon engaged. The other regiments of the column were deployed 
to the right and left of the road as they came up. I then ordered for- 
ward the Thirty-eighth Illinois from the town, which promptly came 
upon the field under one of its field officers, leaving there the Eighth 
Wisconsin, under Colonel Murphy, and one section of Major Schofield’s 
battery in reserve — a post of honor, though one disagreeable to them, 
as all were eager to participate in the engagement. 

As soon as it was practicable, Major Schofield, of the First Missouri 
Volunteer Light Artillery, brought upon the field two sections of his 
battery, under Captain Manter and Lieutenant Hescock, which were 
placed in position and did efficient service. At my request he then 
aided me in bringing the regiments on the right of the road into line of 
battle, and during the remainder of the day he rendered valuable serv- 
ice in directing their movements. In the mean time the enemy were 
falling back before the steady advance and deadly fire of the Seven- 
teenth and Twentieth Illinois and a portion of the Eleventh Missouri. 
Their retreat soon became a rout, and they fled in every direction, pur- 
sued by our troops. 

It was at this time that the enemy’s infantry on our right, where 
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Thompson commanded in person, being also in retreat, I ordered the 
Indiana cavalry to charge and pursue them. Thompson, however, had 
rallied a portion of his troops about half a mile in the rear of his first 
position, and brought one gun into battery into the road, supported by 
infantry on either side. The cavalry charged and took the gun, anil 
were exposed at the same time to a deadly fire from the enemy’s infant- 
ry, but as the column I had ordered forward to their support did not 
reach the point in time, the enemy were enabled to carry the piece from 
the field. It was there that fell two of Indiana’s noblest and bravest 
sons, Major G-avitt and Captain Highman. 

The rout now became general, and the enemy were pursued by our 
troops for several miles, until the approach of night induced me to 
recall them to town. Captain Stewart, however, with his squadron of 
cavalry, followed them until late in the night, and brought in several 
prisoners. 

One field piece was taken by the Seventeenth Illinois, under Colonel 
Eoss, whose gallantry during the action, as well as his promptness at its 
commencement, are indicative of the true soldier. 

I would remark that Colonel Carlin, though exhausted by a long 
night’s inarch, and claiming to rank me, came upon the field during 
the engagement and reported to me in person for orders, remarking 
that as 1 had commenced the battle he would not interfere, and lie 
obeyed my instructions during the remainder of the day. 

It is with pleasure that I bear testimony to the good Conduct of all 
the troops under my command and to the promptness with which 
every order was obeyed. Capt. George P. Edgar, who was my assist- 
ant adjutant-general, deserves special notice for the valuable service 
he rendered throughout the day, as also Captain Taggart, commissary 
of subsistence, Lieut. L. B. Mitchell, of Campbell’s battery of light ar- 
tillery, and Lieutenant Henry, of the Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, 
who acted as my aides. 

On the following morning, with the greater portion of the forces, I 
pursued the enemy for 10 miles on the Greenville road, and sent for- 
ward a reconnoitering party of cavalry 12 miles beyond. Finding 
further pursuit would be useless, and having but four days’ rations for 
my command, I returned to Fredericktown the next day, and on the 
morning of the 21th instant commenced my march for this place, where 
I arrived the following evening. 

There were taken upon the field 80 prisoners, of whom 38 were 
wounded, and left at Fredericktown. Our loss consisted of 6 killed 
and 00 wounded. The enemy’s force was about 4,000 men, though 
some of their wounded stated it was 6,000. Their loss was very great. 
One hundred and fifty-eight of their dead were buried by our troops 
before my departure from Fredericktown, and many other bodies had 
been found. 

I herewith append the reports of Colonels Eoss, Marsh, Hovey, Baker, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Panabaker, Major Schofield, Captain Stewart, and 
Lieutenant White, to which I would respectfully refer you for the oper- 
ations of their respective commands. 

Before closing this report I feel it but proper to revert to some events 
which followed the victory, for the purpose of correcting many mis- 
representations in regard to them. I learned from Drs. Gaulding and 
Lamden, who came into Fredericktown after the battle, with a flag of 
truce, for the purpose of obtaining the body of Colonel Lowe and bury- 
mg their dead, that Thompson left the town with his forces the evening 
previous, and marched about 10 miles towards Greenville, where he left 
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Ills train. He then proceeded by another road to the point where he 
expected to find me encamped, intending to attack me at daylight in 
the morning, but, finding I had taken a different route, he returned 
■without passing through the town, and assumed the position he occu- 
pied at 9 o’clock a. m. 

The soldiers, after their return to town, believing the citizens, who 
nearly all sympathized with the enemy, had co-operated with them in 
their endeavor to lead us into an ambuscade, became exasperated, and 
some few acts of violence ensued. Six or seven buildings were burned. 
I exerted myself, with many of the officers, to put a stop to the incen- 
diarism, and finally succeeded. I will not attempt to justify such acts 
of violence; but if anything could palliate them, it would be the deserted 
homes and desolate fields of our Union friends which I witnessed upon 
the march. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. PLUMMER, 

Colonel Eleventh Missouri Volunteer s, Comdg. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Mdqrs. District 8. E. Missouri , Cairo , 111. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., October 27, 1861. 


Col. J. B. Plummer, 

Comdg. U. 8. Forces , Cape Girardeau,, Mo. : 

Colonel: Your report of the expedition under your command is 
received. I congratulate you and the officers and soldiers of the expe- 
dition ujion the result. 

But little doubt can be entertained of the success of our arms when 
not opposed by very superior numbers, and in the action of Erederick- 
town they have given proof of courage and determination which shows- 
that they would undergo any fatigue or hardship to meet our rebellious 
brethren, even at great odds. Our loss, small as it is, is to be regretted ; 
but the friends and relatives of those who fell can congratulate them- 
selves, in the midst of their affliction, that they fell in maintaining the 
cause of constitutional freedom and the integrity of a flag erected in 
the first instance at a sacrifice of many of the noblest lives that ever 


graced a nation. 


In conclusion, say to your troops that they have done nobly. It goes 
to prove that much more may be expected of them when the country 
and our great cause calls upon them. 

Yours, &c., 

; U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding.. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters District S. E. Mo., 

j^o. . ) Cairo , November 23, lSGlh 

Leave of absence for seven days, with permission to apply for an ex- 
tension of thirty days, is hereby granted Col. J. B. Plummer, Eleventh 

Missouri Volunteers. . . „ ' _ _ . , , 

Colonel Plummer having filled the position of colonel of regiment and 
commander of an important post most efficiently for over two months, 

14 R R— VOL ill 



210 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 

whilst only holding a recognized commission of captain, I would partic- 
ularly urge that the extension asked for be granted. 

I would further most heartily recommend that Colonel Plummer be 
returned to this command with his rank confirmed by competent 
“tty. This I conceive due him for gallautry displayed in the battle 
of Wilson s Creek, where he received a wound, and for the entire credit 
which is due him for bringing on and lighting the battle of Frederick- 
town, where our arms were covered with an important victory. 

U. S. GBANT, 

Brigadier- Genera l , Commanding . 


No. 6. 

Bejgovt of Col. L. IF. Ross, Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at 
Fredericldown, loitli complimentary letter from General Grant. ' 

Hdqes. Seventeenth Begiment Illinois Yols., 

Camp Fremont , Cape Girardeau, Mo., October 28, 1861. 

Sir : In obedience to your orders I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the operations and movements of the Seventeenth Beg- 
lment Illinois Volunteers during the engagement with the enemy near 
Fredericktown, Mo., on the 21st instant: 

At 1 o’clock p. in. on that day, agreeably to your order, I moved for- 
ward from Fredericktown on the road to Greenville with the troops 
under your command from Cape Girardeau, the Seventeenth Eegiment 
Illinois \ olunteers in advance, preceded by two companies of cavalry 
as an advance guard. On advancing about 1 mile in that direction, 
Captain Stewart of the cavalry, who was leading the advance guard, 
halted Ins command, and informed me that the enemy v T as in sight in 
front, and that he suspected an ambuscade. On advancing to the front, 
and observing the enemy at three different points, 1 considered it pru- 
dent to prepare for action, and immediately dispatched a messenger to 
advise ;you of the appearance of the enemy; filed my regiment into a 
lane to the left under cover ; deployed my two right companies, A and 
h , as skirmishers, and directed them to advance ; ordered my left com- 
pany (B) forward, to form on the lelt of A and F, and to advance also 
as slnrmisners. 

At this period you appeared on the field, and I informed you of the 
steps I had taken in the matter, of which you approved. While my 
slmmishers were advancing under Major Smith, I returned to the main 
road, to attend to placing the artillery in proper position. Met Lieu- 
tenant White advancing with a section of Taylor’s battery; ordered 
nne piece stationed in the road and to open fire with grape shot on what 
I supposed to be a masked battery directly in our front, and commaud- 
mg the entire road to the village, but the gunner being of opinion that 
grape shot would not be effective at that distance, by my direction he 
loaded with round shot and opened fire. After firing two rounds the 
enemy responded, the ball passing considerably above us. 

Having .satisfied myself of the existence of a battery, I returned to 
my regiment to form for action. Before we were fairly formed the 
skirmishers sent forward had met those of the enemy, received their 
hre, and were returning it promptly with warmth and zeal. I moved 
rapidly forward to their support. The two right companies of skirmish- 
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ers, A and F, having met a superior force, were checked in their ad- 
vance, closed intervals, and formed on the right of the regiment in 
line of battle. A brisk fire was now opened by my entire command on 
the forces of Colonel Lowe, who occupied a position directlv in front and 
under cover of a rail fence. The firing was continued with activity on 
both sides for thirty-five to forty minutes. My left company of skir- 
mishers continued to advance until they turned the right flank of the 
enemy, commanded by Colonel Lowe. 

At this time I received an order for a force to support a battery in my 
rear. As Company A had suffered more severely than any other from 
the first fire of the enemy, I ordered it back for that purpose. The 
enemy now began to retire from their cover, when our fire on them 
proved most destructive. Leaving Companies D and I as a reserve, I 
advanced on a double-quick with Companies C, E, F, H, and K, and 
took position behind the fence which at first covered the enemy. Com- 
pany K was now ordered forward to the support of Company B on the 
extreme left. The advance of my skirmishers was rapid, completely 
turning the right of the enemy’s infantry, driving them from and cap- 
turing one of their pieces of artillery. 

The flight and pursuit now became general and the victory complete. 
Colonel Lowe, the celebrated leader of the rebel forces, was killed while 
bravely fighting at the head of his regiment. He fell directly in front 
of our center, with his pistol firmly clenched in his hand and ready to 
fire. Seventeen prisoners, including two captains, with a large quantity 
of arms, were captured. 

My force in the engagement was composed of all the able-bodied 
men of my regiment except Company G-, which was, by your order, left 
at Cape Girardeau, to assist in guarding the place. I had in the engage- 
ment, officers, IS 5 non-commissioned officers, 72; privates, 336. Aggre- 
gate, 426. 

While we rejoice over the decisive victory gained over the enemy, I 
have to mourn the loss of 1 man killed and 27 wounded. I cannot speak 
too highly in praise of the conduct of both officers and men under my 
command. All, without exception, so far as I observed, performed their 
duty promptly and faithfully. The company commanders speak also in 
high terms of the coolness and courage exhibited by the men during the 
engagement. Major Smith and Lieutenant Kimball, acting adjutant, 
were always at their posts, and aided me materially during the contest 
in moving the troojjs, conveying orders, and executing commands. l)r. 
Kellogg, the surgeon of the regiment, was promptly on the field, engaged 
in the discharge of his duty. By his efficiency and skill he has estab- 
lished for himself the reputation of a first-class surgeon. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEONARD F. ROSS, 

Colonel Seventeenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

P. S. — In regard to the destruction of property by the troops at Fred- 
ericktown the night after the battle, it affords me ideas ure to state that 
no member of my command participated in it. 

Respectfully submitted. 

L. F. ROSS, Colonel. 


Ool. J. B. Plummer,. 
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Hdqrs. Dist. S. E. Missouri, Cairo , III., October 25, 1861. 
Colonel Ross, Commanding Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers : 

1 am instructed by General Grant to inform you that lie lias beard 
with great satisfaction an unofficial, but, as be believes, a reliable report 
of tbe recent battle near Eredericktown, and be deemed it a pleasant 
duty to say to you tliat be congratulates you upon tbe brave and suc- 
cessful charge made by you and your command upon tbe enemy. Hot 
wishing to make any invidious distinction where all of bis forces seem to 
have done so nobly, be cannot but acknowledge that tbe post of danger 
and of honor allotted to your regiment as leading tbe van in tlie contest 
was valiantly sustained. 

. You will communicate to your command the high appreciation of their 
services entertained by their commanding general, and say to them lor 
him that they have earned, as they deserve, the sincerest thanks of their 
countrymen. 

WM. 8. HILLYER, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


Ho. 7. ' • 

Hep or t of Col. C. C. Marsh, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, of engagement at 
Hr ederiehtown, with complimentary letter from General Grant. 

Hdqrs. Twentieth Eeg-’t Illinois Yols., 

Camp Girardeau, Mo., October 26, 1861. 

Sir : In accordance with your request, I have tbe honor to submit 
my official report of the action of tbe 21st instant. On Monday, the 
21st instant, the regiment marched 12 miles from camp to Erederick- 
town, where a halt was ordered. After resting about an hour and a 
half I was ordered with the rest of the brigade to march toward Green- 
ville, and took my place in line in rear of tbe Seventeenth Illinois, be- 
ing third in position, Captain Stewart’s squadron of cavalry leading the 
march. The march bad continued scarcely a mile when the column was 
halted, and information passed along the line that tbe enemy were in 
position directly in front. A moment afterwards Colonel Plummer, com- 
manding the brigade, came up, ordered forward Taylor’s section of 
artillery, and ordered me to take position on tbe extreme right. While 
moving to my place the battle was commenced by our battery, which 
opened on the enemy, and was immediately replied to. 

I had but just formed in line of battle when I was ordered to move 
to the left and support the Seventeenth Illinois and Eleventh Missouri, 
™ alread Y en g a ged with the enemy, concealed in a cornfield on 
the left. Assuming the position ordered, I ordered the third division 
of . my regiment to act as a reserve, and deploying the remainder as 
skirmishers, advanced and engaged the enemy. Shortly after I came 
into action the infantry of Colonel Lowe commenced retreating from 
tlie corn field and the shelter of the fences, which had concealed them, 
lhey thus exposed themselves to a raking fire from my left wing, which 
was poured in with terrible effect. At this point I sent 4 prisoners and 
6 of the enemy’s, wounded to the rear. While in line of battle and in 
deploying as skirmishers we were exposed to the enemy’s batteries, 
whmh kept up a constant discharge of grape and round shot, which 
new thickly around, but, owing to the poor manner in which they han- 
dled their guns, we fortunately escaped uninjured. Two grape shot 
passed through the colors, as did several rifle balls. Shortly after the 
retreat of Colonel Lowe the firing ceased from the enemy’s batteries, 
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and I pushed on as rapidly as possible in pursuit of the forces opposed, 
who appeared to be retreating en masse , Lieutenant-Colonel Erwin, 
with the right wing, being on the right side of the Greenville road, and 
Major Goodwin, with the left wing, on the left side of the same road. 
My colors were in the center of the road. While moving forward in 
this manner many of the enemy were killed or wounded as they re- 
treated. Shortly alter passing the place where the enemy’s batteries 
had been, Colonel Baker, with the Indiana cavalry, passed me in pur- 
suit of the retreating forces. I immediately pushed forward to support 
him. The cavalry had passed me but a few moments when I heard a 
discharge of artillery and a volley of musketry in front, and almost im- 
mediately after Colonel Baker, with a portion of his cavalry, returned, 
requesting me to hurry forward, and stating that the enemy had planted 
their batteries in front of him, and that their infantry were behind 
fences in such a position that he could not charge on them. I at once 
moved on at a double-quick, passing Colonel Baker’s cavalry, who were 
drawn up on each side of the road. 

At this time Lieutenant- Colonel Erwin discovered from the right a 
battery a short distance in advance, with the Union flag flying. As 
he had been concealed from the road for some distance by the timber 
through which he passed, he supposed them to be some of our own 
forces who had jjassed while he was out of sight, and, fearful of injuring 
friends, withheld his lire. While still approaching them they limbered 
up and moved off at a run. At this point several of the retreating forces 
were killed and wounded. About this time Colonel Carlin, of the 
Thirty-eighth Illinois, at the head of not more than two companies, 
came up the road. I pushed on ahead of him, pursuing the enemy. 
When about 2\ miles from our starting point my left wing emerged 
from the timber into an open field. At this instant I discovered, 
a short distance ahead, a number of cavalry, whom I supposed from 
their dress to be Union troops. I rode up to a house a short distance 
in front, and inquiring of a woman who was there, was informed they 
were Union men. I immediately ordered my left wing, who were firing 
into them, to cease firing, fearful that they would kill our own forces. 
On riding up to the spot we ascertained from a wounded man that they 
were the rear guard of the enemy, and that Jeff. Thompson in person 
was with them. Pursuing them at a double-quick, I succeeded in getting 
within long range of them at a turn of the road, and fired, killing one. 
At this time I was about 3£ miles from our original position, and 
received an order to halt and return to Fredericktown, which I did. 
During the engagement and pursuit my command behaved with cool- 
ness, and my orders were obeyed with a readiness truly commendable, 
taking into consideration the fact that it was the first time they were 
ever under fire. 

When all do well the mention of individual names is unnecessary. 
My field and staff were in their proper positions, and afforded me effi- 
cient aid in the discharge of my duties. Rev. Charles Button, chaplain 
of my regiment, was on the field, and was untiring in his efforts to aid 
the wounded and dying. 

I am happy to report only 3 wounded and none killed, which, consid- 
ering the long time we were under fire, is truly remarkable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

7 C. C. MARSH, 

Colonel Twentieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

Oapt. George P. Edgar, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 

P. S. — Whole number engaged, 483. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., November 5, 1861. 
Col. C. C. Marsh, Commanding Twentieth Illinois Volunteers: 

Colonel : I am instructed by General Grant, commanding, to extend 
to you and your command a cordial welcome on your return from tlie 
neld of battle and of victory. The reports that have reached him from 
Fredericktown have filled him with the highest admiration of the valor 
and patriotism displayed by you and your command in that engage- 
ment. Amid the gloom that filled the country on the announcement of 
the reverses of our arms at Leesburg, Fredericktown arose and threw 
athwart the clouds its bow of promise. It was your privilege to be 
among the foremost of that gallant band who raised our drooping banner 
and emblazoned it with victory. The importance of that success cannot 
be measured by any ordinary standard. It gave new life to tens of 
thousands of our discouraged soldiers. It crushed out the rebellion in 
Southeast Missouri; it sustained the prestige of victory to our flag, and 
not the least of your general’s congratulations is that you have brought 
back your entire command. 

WM. S. niLLYER, 

Aide- de- Camp. 


No. 8. 


Report of TAeut. Col. W. R. PanabaJcer , JElevcnth Missouri Infantry , of 
engagement at PredericJctown. 

Hdqrs. Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, 

Gamp Girardeau , Mo., October 20, 1801. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on taking up our line of march 
for Fredericktown, on the morning of the 21st of October instant, five 
companies of my command, consisting of Company A, Lieutenant 
O’Donnell; Company C, Captain Warner; Company D, Captain Hen- 
dee ; Company F, Captain Singleton, and Company K, Captain Stewart, 
marched immediately in the rear of the Seventeenth Illinois and in 
front of the baggage train; and four companies, consisting of Company 
B, Captain Weber; Company G, Lieutenant Carter ; ' Company H, 
Captain Dollalian, and Company I, Acting Lieutenant Hummel, were 
detached as a guard to the train. About 10 o’clock a. m. I was ordered 
to detach a company as a guard to the center of the train, and Company 
D, Captain Hendee, was detached for that purpose. My command was 
marching in this order when the enemy was discovered. In obedience 
to orders I immediately formed the four companies that were in advance 
of the train in line of battle on the right of the Seventeenth Illinois 
and to the left of the battery commanded by Lieutenant White, and 
advanced on line with the Seventeenth until the enemy were driven 
from their position and completely routed, when I received an order to 
support Lieutenant White’s battery on my right, which I did, and ad- 
vanced with it to the extreme front and remained with it until the end 
of the engagement. The four companies guarding the train, under 
command of Captain Weber, were ordered forward, and joined by Cap- 
tain Hendee, to support the battery during our advance on the left, and 
alter the retreat of the enemy on our left Captain Weber was ordered 
and took position in line on the right of the Thirty-third Illinois, and 
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advanced under fire of the enemy’s guns until the left wing of the 
enemy’s line was driven from the field and the rout of the enemy was 
complete. The four companies in my immediate command occupied a 
position directly in front of the rebel leader Lowe’s command and of 
the enemy’s heaviest artillery, and, although exposed to the hottest fire 
of the enemy, the officers and men fought like veterans, displaying a 
coolness and bravery worthy of the cause for which they were fighting. 

The number of my command, rank and file, was 400, of which only"! 
man was killed and 3 wounded. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. E. P ARAB AKER, 

Lieut. Col. Eleventh ilfo., Comdg. in the Field. 

Ool. J. B. Plummer, 

Commanding Expedition to FrederieMown. 


Ko. 0. 

Report of Capt. IP. Stewart , Illinois Cavalry , of engagement at Freder- 
ieMown. 

Fredericktown, Mo., October 22, 1861. 

Dear Sir : In compliance with your order of this date, I have the 
honor to report as follows : * 

My command consists of my first company of cavalry and Captain 
Langen’s company, called the u Benton Cavalry.” My company con- 
sists of 2 commissioned officers and 40 privates j Captain Langen’s con- 
sists of 2 commissioned officers and 45 privates. Aggregate, SO. By 
your order 1 took the advance at 10 o’clock a. m. on the Greenville road. 
At a half mile distance I discovered men on the hill in advance of us, and 
suspected from appearances that a masked cannon was placed to com- 
mand our approach. Thereupon ordered the cavalry to flank the right 
behind the crest of the hill, and proceeded myself with Sergeant Good- 
sell to reconnoiter and ascertain the x>osition of the enemy’s guns, and 
upon a near approach ascertained that Colonel Lowe, of the enemy, had 
posted his regiment in and near a corn field on our left, also a body of 
cavalry on their (the enemy’s) left, which was duly reported to you. 
Thereon you ordered my command a half mile to our right, to prevent the 
enemy from flanking us. This position we held until we were ordered 
to pursue the retreating enemy, which was executed at a rapid rate, 12 
miles, until dark, without coming in sight of the enemy, except three 
prisoners whom we took. We found dead bodies, arms, saddles, and 
clothing on the road as far as we pursued them, the enemy apparently 
beiug in contusion. A cannon shot was fired through our ranks, but no 
one was killed. Captain Laugen lost one man by an accidental shot. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

WARREK STEWART, 
Captain , Commanding Squadron of Cavalry. 

Colonel Plummer, 

Commanding Forces at the Battle at FrederieMown. 




216 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 

No. 10. 

Report of Lieut. P. H. White, Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery of 
engagement at Fredericlctown. 


October, 21, 1861. 

Number of men engaged : 2 sergeants, 4 corporals, 20 privates : total, 
33. None injured, and all in good order for duty. Twenty-three horses 
used in serving guns. Ten mules and two baggage wagons. Two 0- 
pouuder brass field pieces, with caissons complete, with the following 
ammunition. * * * 

P. H. WHITE, 
Lieutenant , , Commanding. 


No. 11. 


Reports of Col. William P. Carlin , Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 


Frederioktown, Mo., October 21, 1801. 

I have the honor to report that the force under my command, in con- 
junction with Colonel Plummer’s command, gained a brilliant victory 
over the rebel force at this place to-day. The battle raged three hours. 
The T\yent,y -first Illinois V olunteers, the Thirty- third [Illinois] Volunteers, 
the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, and Major Schofield’s artillery and 
First Indiana Cavalry displayed great valor, and their respective com- 
manders, Colonel Alexander, Colonel Hovey, Major Gilmer, and Major 
Schofield, and Colonel Baker deserve great credit for their coolness and 
zeal m urging on their men. Baring the engagement not a single retreat 
occurred among our troops. They constantly moved onward, driving the 
enemy before them for 4 miles. A charge of the First Indiana Cavalry 
on a battery was led by Col. Conrad Baker and was a very brilliant affair, 
but disastrous, as they were fired upon by a very large force in ambush, 
resulting in the death of Major Gavitt and Captain Highman and 5 
men. This battery was driven back and the infantry support routed 
by the three companies of the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, under 
nry immediate command. The enemy suffered severely in the affair. 
As the battle was brought oil by Colonel Plummer, and had progressed 
for some time before I was informed of it (being sick in bed), I deemed 
it but just to conform to his plan and co-operate with him, which I did 
to the best of my ability. For the plan of the battle and disposition of 
the forces you are referred to his report.* The conduct of all the troops 
was admirable, but I wish to refer especially to Acting Adjt. Gen. A. L. 
Bailhache, my aides, Lieutenants Hoelcke and Willett, engineers, and 
Lieut. J. Forth, First Indiana Cavalry, all of whom were indefatigable 
in their efforts to bring up the troops and carry my orders. Major 
feehofiekl and his artillery acted with the same gallantry that distin- 
guished them at Springfield. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


vv. r. oAiGLim, 


„ _ Colonel, Commanding. 

Capt. C. McKeever, 

A. A. (?., Rdqrs. West. Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. 


List of casualties accompanying Colonel Carlin’s report shows the loss in his com- 
mancl to have been 7 killed and 41 wounded. 
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Frederioktown, Mo., October 22, 1861. 

Captain: I beg leave to submit the following remarks supple- 
mentary to my report upon the engagement, yesterday: 

The embarrassing relations existing between Colonel Plummer and 
myself respecting the command induced me to confine my report to 
the operations of my own troops from Pilot Knob, leaving Colonel 
Plummer to do j ustiee to his troops. Being senior by commission to 
Colonel Plummer, I claimed the command, but Colonel Boss, Seven- 
teenth Illinois Volunteers, senior to both, had decided to claim com- 
mand if Colonel Plummer had been superseded by me. To avoid the 
vast injury to our cause resulting from such a dispute, it was arranged 
between Colonel Plummer and myself that one of us should hold this 
place, with a- force sufficient to protect the wounded and to keep com- 
munication with Pilot Knob, as well as a support for the main force if 
it had to fall back. In deference to the greater experience of Colonel 
Plummer I chose to remain here, and detached from my command the 
Twenty-first and Thirty-third Illinois Volunteers, five companies First 
Indiana Cavalry, and Schofield’s artillery, to accompany him in pursuit 
of the rebels. My own regiment, three companies of cavalry, and two 
24-pounder howitzers constitute the force at this place. 

In a note to you on the 21st I informed you that the enemy had left 
for Greenville, but a few hours afterwards the cannonading on the 
Greenville road notified me that they had moved to a new position, 
where they were met by Colonel Plummer’s advance guard, which had 
just taken up its march in pursuit of the enemy. The battle was en- 
tirely unexpected by Colonel Plummer as well as myself. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. CAPLIN, 

Colonel TMrty-eiglith Illinois Volunteers. 

Capt. 0. MoKeever, 

A. A. (?., Western Department , Saint Louis , Mo. 


Headquarters, 

Pilot Knob , Mo., October 25, 1861. 

Captain : I have the honor to report my return to this place with the 
last of my force from Fredericktown, excepting Captain Hawkins’ cav- 
alry company, which I left there to procure transportation for a few sick 
men and to bring them in. In my last report I informed you that I had 
detached the Twenty-first and Thirty-third Illinois Volunteers, the First 
Indiana Cavalry, and Schofield’s artillery, to accompany Colonel Plum- 
mer in pursuit of Thompson. After one day’s inarch the colonel decided 
to discontinue the pursuit, and returned on the 23d to Fredericktown. 
On the 24th I sent the same force above mentioned into this place, re- 
maining at Fredericktown w 7 ith my regiment, two companies of cavalry, 
and two 24-pounder howitzers, all of which I brought in to-day with the 
exception mentioned. 

The prisoners not wounded were delivered to Colonel Plummer, who 
took them to Cape Girardeau to work on the fortifi cations. The wounded 
prisoners I left at Fredericktown in the hands of competent physicians, 
and well provided for generally. They are under oath to deliver them- 
selves to me on recovery. There are 34 sick and wounded prisoners, 
and near 40 with Colonel Plummer. During the 22d, 23d, and 24th we 
were burying the dead and bringing in the wounded of the enemy. The 
longer we remained the nearer we could approach to accurate estimate 
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of their loss, anti I find that it was much greater than we at first sup- 
posed. It may be safely stated at 300. Many are believed still to be 
in the woods. 

In this connection I deem it proper to report that I ordered the de- 
struction of two lead furnaces near Fredericktown, which had been sup- 
plying the rebels with lead, and which, from all I could learn, had Iona 
since refused to ship it to the Mississippi. 

I have no reliable information of Thompson’s whereabouts since his 
arrival at Greenville. His forces were thoroughly demoralized, but he 
will pi outibly 1)6 able to collect tho majority of tlieni. Two regiinents 

^?‘^ au ® as cavalry had joined him, one of which was actually within 
n miles of this place on the day of battle. The prisoners informed me 
that it was his intention to attack this place, and I have no doubt that 
the attack would have taken place ere this if we had not marched on 
him first. 

The defeat of the rebels has had a marked effect on the resident popu- 
lation, making Union men, by profession at least, of all of them. 

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

j - m . W. P. CABLIN', 

Colonel Thirty -eighth Illinois Volunteers , Commanding . 

Captain C. MoKeever, A. A. G. 


Pilot Knob, October 26, 1861. 

I have returned with all my force. Colonel Plummer discontinued 
the piu suit of Ihompson after the 22d. Thompson has gone through 
tbe swamps with his troops as rapidly as possible. The Arkansas 
troops have also gone home rapidly. 

W. P. CABLIN', 

Colonel , Commanding. 

Captain C. MoKeever, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Saint Louis, Mo. 


Headquarters, 

Pilot Knob, Mo., December 15, 1861. 
Sir. I feel compelled to make the following statement supplementary 
™ report m regard to the battle of Fredericktown, Mo., October 2 i, 
lbbl, to correct certain inaccuracies contained in the reports of Col. J. 
33. Plummer and officers of his command : 

On the 20th of October, having ascertained the precise location of 
Thompson s camps and guns, I marched for Fredericktown with tho 
Fighth^ A'V i sco i isiu Volu i iteers, the Twenty-first Illinois, parts of the 
Thirty-third and Ihirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, 350 of the First 
Indiana Cavalry , Captain Hawkins’ company of Missouri Cavalry, Cap- 
tain Mauters battery of Missouri Light Artillery, and two 24-pc>under 
liowitzei s, under Lieut. C. W. Purcell. Total, 3,000 men. It was my 
intention, to sui prise and attack the enemy at daylight. His camp ex- 
tended from the bridge over St. Francis Fiver, on the Pilot Knob road-, 
lor three-fourths of a mile to the center of the town, where liis guns 

were all posted on the four main streets leading from tbe courthouse 

north, south, east, and west. At a ford a quarter of a mile below the 
bridge 1 would have crossed half my force to proceed near the town to 
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cut off retreat southward and to attack the camps on the south side, 
while I, with the other half, would have crossed the bridge, attacked 
the enemy on the flank, and marched up the road to the town. When 
it is remembered that Colonel Plummer, with 1,500 men, arrived at Fred- 
eriektown between 9 and 10 o’clock of the 20th from the southeast, and 
that a retreat northward was impossible, it is evident that Thompson’s 
whole army would have been captured if my plan had not been thwarted. 
Marching all night, excepting such halts as were necessary to prevent 
a too early arrival at Fredericktown, I arrived at the usual picket 
stations of the enemy, but found them deserted. I proceeded on cau- 
tiously to the bridge," but still saw no enemy. 1 entered the town, and 
to my great surprise and annoyance I found that at 2 o’clock on the 
20th the enemy had marched farther south on the Greenville road. 
This sudden move, which seemed to make my expedition fruitless, was 
caused by the unfortunate circumstance reported by Colonel Plummer, 
viz, he had sent a dispatch for me directly through the enemy’s camp, 
which gave them information of our movement, and of course deranged 
all my plans. Having arranged for a surprise, I took only two days’ 
rations in haversacks and five ambulance wagons, and was not pre- 
pared for pursuit, having my provision train laden, but ordered not to 
start till further orders. 

The above statement explains why Thompson’s army was not cap- 
tured. Colonel Plummer having provisions in abundance, I gave him 
a portion of my command to take in pursuit, intending to wait for my 
supply train before starting myself. About three-fourths of a mile 
south of the town, as stated by Colonel Plummer, his advance guard 
discovered the enemy, and he brought on the action, and I sent orders 
to all the troops by his staff officers, both my command and his, but he 
sent no message to me, though he knew I was his senior as a volunteer 
colonel, even if his rank had any effect, having been appointed by Gen- 
eral Fremont. 

Hearing the cannonading, I immediately gave orders to all the troops 
in town to march to the battle-field, except the Eighth Wisconsin and 
two 24-pounder howitzers, which were to remain to hold the town and as 
a reserve, and then proceeded as rapidly as possible to the point where 
the battle was progressing. Finding that Colonel Plummer had sent 
orders to all the troops, that he seemed determined not to respect my 
rights but to hold command, and caring more for success to our cause 
than for the honors of command, I withdrew to my own regiment, 
having first placed that on the left to guard against a flank movement 
of the enemy. After the enemy had given way on the left I marched 
with my regiment on his trail till I reached the main road, which X 
crossed into the field on the right, when we found the enemy had made 
a stand with his artillery, supported by infantry. He soon fled on 
south, followed by my regiment as well as nearly all our forces, who 
bad then crowded into the road. It was here, about 3 miles from tbe 
town, where our pursuit ceased, and where Col. C. C. Marsh, of the 
Twentieth Illinois, very irrelevantly and untruly says, “Colonel Carlin, 
Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, came up with not more than. two com- 
panies of his regiment.” Hot only my regiment, but the Thirty-third 
Illinois and First Indiana Cavalry, were as near me as the crowded 
state of the road would permit. On my return from the pursuit I met 
Colonel Plummer and staff going south. Considering the great for- 
bearance I had shown towards him, I was prepared to receive a positive 
order from him, which, however, be did give, to wit: to go with my 
regiment to the right on an old road for a mile or more, to see if the 
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enemy had left that locality. Taking tlie order as a suggestion I acted 
on it, though I suspected at the time the colonel’s object was more to 
see it 1 would submit to his command than for purposes of utility. But 
I was determined not to have a public quarrel before our troops This 
is the only foundation in truth for Colonel Plummer’s statement that I 
obeyed his orders that day. 

After the light was over I informed Colonel Plummer that there must 
,be no further misunderstanding about our rank. Ho then candidly 
admitted that I ranked him, but that it was arranged between Colonel 
Boss, Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, and himself, that if I assumed 
command over him (Plummer), Boss would take command over me — 
Boss commission as colonel being older than mine. By the unceasing 
importunities of Capt. George P. Edgar, acting assistant adjutant-general 
to Colonel I In miner, some ot the colonels under my command were 
induced to report to him the operations ol their regiments, and lie even 
had the ellrontery to demand a report from me. The reports of these 
colonels were all reluctantly given, and some of them not till I had 
consented to its being done. 

Having never been on the battle-field before that day, I was strongly 
disposed to favor all Colonel Plummer’s pretensions, as lie was an older 
soldiei than myself, and had fought with credit on former occasions. 
But as lie has not manifested that sense of justice and delicacy towards 
me and my command that was demanded by truth, I have felt compelled 
t( >^ this report, vyliich I desire to be filed in the War Department 
with Colonel Plummer’s. 

On the 22(1, being exhausted and sick, I again gave Colonel Plummer 
a large portion of my command, with which to pursue the defeated 
aimy of lliompson, expecting that he would go at least as far as Green- 
vil e, 4-0 miles, where the scattered bands of Thompson’s army would 
couceutiate. I had arranged with Colonel Plummer to supply him 
lioiii 1 not Knob with all the necessary provisions. He returned to 
hietleiicktown on the 23d, having gone 10 miles in pursuit of Thom p- 
son. He wished to turn over his surplus supplies to me, but not need- 
ing them, I declined to receive them. If the pursuit had continued 
to fxieenvilie’ half or more of Thompson’s command would have been 
cut off, as they were scattered in every direction, and five clays elapsed 
beloie they hacl all joined at Greenville. This report is intended to 
1S ^’ Y hy ^ an( l why Colonel Plummer did, write an 

official ieport as commander of all the United States troops at Freder- 
lcktown; second, why Thompson’s whole army was not captured bv 
my force, aided perhaps by Colonel Plummer; and, third, why our 
victory was so barren of results; and, fourth, to correct several mis- 
statements, injurious to myself, contained in the official reports of 
Colonel Plummer, Col. C. C. Marsh, and some anonymous publications 
by him Ci S °* ^°^ oue ^ PPimmer, s command, and apparently sanctioned 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. . w * p - 0 ABLEST, 

Golonel Thirty -eighth Illinois Volunteers. 

Commanding Troops from Pilot Unob at Prederiehtown , Mo. 

Capt. John C. Kelton, 

A. A. G., Hdqrs. Dept, of Missouri , Saint Louis , Mo. 
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Fo. 12. 

Report of Col. 0. JEJ . Hovey, Thirty-third Illinois Infantry , of engagement 

at Frederichtown. 

The entire regiment, consisting of eight companies present 'when the 
action began, participated. They were first stationed as a reserve in 
the grove to the right (westward) of the conflict, and after 10 minutes 
the regiment was ordered to flank the enemy’s left. Moved henceforth 
on the double-quick. Coming near the troops actually engaged, the 
regiment was separated into its wings by order of Colonel Hovey. The 
second, under Major Eoe, following the first, under the colonel, at a 
distance of 100 yards on echelon , passed rapidly up to the enemy’s left 
by front and occasional flank movements until Company A was near 
enough to engage the enemy. The company was then detached as 
skirmishers, by order of Colonel Carlin, of the Illinois Thirty-eighth. 
Came within range, but Colonel Carlin, mistaking the enemy for Fed- 
eral troops, restrained the fire. Company C was also detached for the 
same purpose, but the rapid retreat of the enemy prevented their getting 
within reach of our muskets. The whole regiment had arrived in good 
order near the point when the pursuit ended, when the rout was perfect 
as to end all prospects. Aggregate number of men engaged, 507 j miss- 
ing, none. 

C. E. HOVEY, 

Colonel Thirty-third Illinois Volunteers. 


Fo. 13. 

Report of Col. Conrad Baher , First Indiana Cavalry, of engagement at 

Frederiehtown. 

Eredericktown, October 22, 1861. 

Hear Sir: In the action of yesterday my regiment, consisting of 
parts of eight companies, was stationed behind the hill, to the right of 
our artillery, until the order to charge was given. Your order was that 
four companies of my command should pursue and charge the enemy, 
then supposed to be in full retreat. Major Gavitt requested me to allow 
him to execute the order, to which I assented, and told him to select the 
four companies himself wherewith to execute it. He selected the com- 
panies of Captain Highman, Captain Walker, Captain Pace (commanded 
by Lieutenant Mellon), and Captain Browe, and formed them in the 
order here stated, the company of Captain Highman being in advance. 
After the four companies had moved forward, with Major Gavitt at their 
head, I determined to accompany them myself, and reached the head of 
the column just as the charge was about to be made. The enemy were 
in ambush in the woods on the left-hand side of the road down which 
the column was moving, and also behind a fence at the turn of the road, 
and nearly in front of the head of the column, and opened a cross-fire 
upon the companies in advance. This fire checked to some extent the 
companies of Captain Highman and Captain Walker, and I immediately 
went back to bring up a portion of the infantry belonging to Colonel 
Plummer’s command, and at the same time Major Wood and Captain 
Walker reformed the column, with Captain Walker’s company in front, 
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and continued the charge in the most gallant style until they passed 
the gun which the enemy had planted in the road near the foot of the 
hill. The cross-lire to which these four companies were subjected re- 
sulted in the death of Major G-avitt and Captain Highman and 2 pri- 
vates, one belonging to Captain Walker’s and the other to Captain 
Highman’s company, and in wounding 28 others. 

After I had brought forward the infantry before alluded to, my com- 
mand moved forward in pursuit of the enemy without overtaking him, 
until the order was received requiring them to return. The officers and 
men of my command received the lire of the enemy with a degree of 
coolness aod courage that won the admiration of all who witnessed it, 
and their conduct on the field proved their ability and willingness to 
render good service to the cause in which we are engaged. The death of 
Major Gavitt and Captain Highman cannot be too deeply regretted, but 
it is consoling to know that they fell in the front of the battle, gallantly 
defending the flag of their country. The four companies engaged in the 
charge consisted of not more than 108 non-commissioned officers and 
privates, and the whole of my command present on the field did not 
exceed 360. 

Respectfully, yours, 

COHBAD BAKER, 

Colonel , Comdg. First Regiment Indiana Cavalry. 

Col. J. B. Plummer. 


Ho. 14. 

Report of Mai. J M. Schofield , First Missouri Light Artillery , of engage- 
ment at Frederielctoion. 

Saint Louis, Mo., October 26, 1861. 

Sir j' I. have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
tions of the force under my command during the engagement between 
the United States troops under command of Colonel Plummer and the 
rebel forces commanded by Thompson and Lowe near Frederiektown, 
Mo., on the 21st instant : 

Our artillery force consisted of four 6-pounder guns, under Captain 
Man ter, ot the First Missouri Regiment, two 6-pounder guns under 
Lieutenant White, of the Chicago Artillery, and two 24-pounder how- 
itzers in charge of Lieutenant Purcell, of the Missouri Volunteers. The 
latter were left in position with a regiment of infantry to defend the 
town. 

Lieutenant White’s section and a section of Captain Manter’s battery, 
under Lieutenant Hescock, assisted by Lieutenant Mitchell, being in 
advance, were brought into battery as soon as the enemy was discov- 
ered, and opened the engagement. They were immediately responded 
to by the enemy’s artillery, which, however, was so poorly served as to 
do but very trifling damage. 

The other section of Captain Manter’s battery, under his immediate 
charge, assisted by Lieutenant Schofield, being in the town when the 
engagement commenced, was quickly brought forward and established 
upon the right. 

The fire of our artillery was very spirited and effective; so much so, 
that by the time the main column of infantry had been brought forward 
and deployed it was evident that the way was fully prepared for a gen- 
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eral attack. Tliis was immediately made, and the enemy’s position 
carried almost without resistance. With this the fire of the artillery 
ceased, and it was not found necessary to use it again during the day. 

The officers and men of Captain Manter’s battery deserve great credit 
for the energy and efficiency displayed in organizing a battery from en- 
tirely new materials, making the difficult march from Saint Louis to 
Fredericktown, and fighting a successful battle, all in the space of four 
days. 

Lieutenant White, of the Chicago Artillery, deserves special mention 
for his efficient service. 

Sergeant Donaldson, of the First Missouri Artillery, who acted as my 
aide during the day, behaved with gallantry and rendered me much 
assistance. 

I have the satisfaction of reporting no loss in killed or wounded in 
my command. 

Soon after the engagement commenced the colonel commanding in- 
formed me of his determination to form line of battle in the fields on 
the right and left of the road and charge upon the enemy’s position, and 
requested me to assist him by conducting the operations of the right 
wing. For this purpose he placed at my disposal six companies of his 
own regiment (the remaining four being left as support to the artillery) 
and Colonel Hovey’s Thirty-third Illinois, while a squadron of cavalry 
was properly disposed to protect our right flank. The enemy being 
destitute of canister and not formidable in bayonets, the battalions were 
deployed, and, preceded by a line of skirmishers, moved forward in per- 
fect order, and drove the affrighted enemy from his position without 
even firing a shot. 

The enemy made two attempts to rally in favorable positions, and 
exchanged a few shots with our skirmishers, but upon the approach of 
our line broke and filed. He made a stand with his artillery about 1,000 
yards in rear of his first position, and gave us a few solid shot without 
damage, retreating before it was possible for us to reach him. 

The retreat now became a perfect rout. I sent a small battalion to 
occupy a strong position upon our right flank, and the remainder of the 
infantry pressed forward in pursuit of the flying enemy, and continued 
the pursuit till recalled by order of the colonel commanding. 

I cannot speak in too high terms of the efficiency of the troops whose 
movements I had the honor to direct. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major , First Missouri Light Artillery. 

Capt. George P. Edgar, Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Ho. 15. 

Reports of Brig, Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri State Guard , of advance 
from Piheton and shirmishes at Big River Bridge and Blaelcicell Station. 

Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

Camp Spring Mill , Mo., October 11, 1861. 
Dear General : T march from this point in the morning. I will be 
at the bridge over Big Biver, near the tunnel, on Wednesday night, 
with 500 dragoons. My infantry will be at Fredericktown on the same 
night. If I succeed in destroying that bridge and the tunnel, I will 
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XlVT^ W£lrflS Iro ^° n ’ with a11 tlie forces 1 can collect from your 

Tmutnu n w ( ! n? pe y0U r lM J® m . us as 80011 as possible, that we may take 
li onion and then march on Saint Louis or to General Price. J 
Yours, most respectfully, 

M.JEFF. THOMPSON, 

_ . Brigadier- General. Commanding. 

Brig. Geu. M. L. Clark, 

jS'inth Military District, Missouri State Guard. 


Camp Spring- Hill, Mo., October 11 , 18 G 1 . 
Hear Colonel : I march in the morning. The infantry are to be at 
Pi orteriektowii on Wednesday night, and I will be with the dragoons 

W?rdf nw nei S^orho°d of He Soto. I will burn and fight back 
tow aids Iionton and, if fortune will only favor us, I hope to take Iron- 
ton on Sunday, the -Oth instant. Please hurry up the horseshoes, and 

! ,( ir V lillt ¥ 18 l)oea (l0ne towards my little cannon. I have 
a P eiI »anent post line established between Hew Madrid and 
Bloomfield, and have made great and radical changes in the different 
organizations and departments. If I succeed in the adventure I will 
completely relieve General Price, or be near enough to operate with 

Tours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 

n i xr rr xr Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Col. M. H. Moore, Brigade Quartermaster , Memphis, Tern. 


Camp Spring Hill, Piketon, Mo., 

„ , ^ October 11 , 1801 — 5 p. m. 

m. Imi fl0 / n lie r> e ?, n tho mornill ff- 1 expect to be at the tunnel, 

on the Iron Mountain Railroad, on Wednesday night, with my dra- 

] - s b ® at Fredericktown on the same night. 
JSA ’t ^ fit Madrid Counties are very anxious 

protecting tSi U ’ “ eS ’ * 1 teU tk0,n tkey Cllu rdy "l ,on your 
Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
General A. S. Johnston, C. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 


Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Smith , Saint Francois County , 

Tuesday , October 15, 1861— 6 p. m. 

fr-wntu ] ? 3 l, m ? 1 T beillg , m , 0re auxious to than I anticipated, 
Sio+m d + S ° f i St th 1 at \ cached the Big Diver Bridge, near Blackwell 
Station, two clays ahead of my appointed time (Wednesday night), hav- 
q £ J e n lc ]> e(l . tber , e at daybreak this morning. I sent a portion of the 
3®”, d . Begiment Dragoons around to make the attack upon a stone 
redoubt which the enemy had built on the north side of the bridge, 
and a portion of the Third Regiment advanced upon the railroad from 
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the south. J ust after daybreak the Second charged upon the redoubt 
and carried it by storm. The Third dashed gallantly over the bridge, 
and in 10 minutes after the first gun was fired the enemy surrendered 
at discretion. X lost 2 men killed and several wounded. We killed a 
number of the enemy and took 45 prisoners, captured G6 muskets, and a 
quantity of overcoats, &c. 

I had the property carried over the bridge, and then completely 
burned it down. It was a large three-span bridge, and cannot be re- 
built in months. The property was taken to the Blackwell Station, 
and while distributing it among the men, and in the midst of the con- 
fusion, we were attacked by a company of the enemy, and then occurred 
one of those bushwhacking fights which proved the mettle of my men. 
Scarcely any of the officers were about, and but few of the men, and I 
ordered them to “ go in on their own hook,” and each man dashed at 
them. In 10 minutes we had them in full flight. In this last affair we 
had 4 men killed and several more wounded, but we killed another lot 
of the enemy and took 10 prisoners. Hot having any means to trans- 
port or secure the prisoners, I swore them to refrain from fighting the 
Missourians or our allies until regularly exchanged. We got all the 
officers. 

This last fight having deranged my plans for intercepting a train of 
cars and using the engine as a catapult on Ironton, and as the enemy 
were fleeing both north and south, I have brought my men back into 
the hills to rest their horses, and strike another blow in a different 
direction to-morrow. I have them terribly frightened, and if your 
forces were in striking distance, we could take Ironton in an hour. If 
my plans do not miscarry, I will take it with my own forces this week. 
The Mississippians with me acted splendidly, and my Indians with 
great propriety. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. A. S. Johnston, 0. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 

[Indorsement.] 

Jeff. Thompson reports two smart and successful affairs, resulting in 
the accomplishment of an object which has been for some time much, 
desired. 

liespectfully forwarded. 

A. S. JOHHSTOH, 
General , C. 8. Army. 


Ho. 16. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson , Missouri State Guard, of opera- 
tions October 17-25, with orders and correspondence. 

Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

Fredericlctown, Mo., October 18, 1861 — 4 a. ro. 
Dear Sir : I reached this place yesterday at 10 a. m., with my horse- 
men, just in time to find about 1,200 of the enemy marching, upon, my 
infantry. My men were prepared to fight, and each party was deployed 
in less than 1,000 yards of each other, with a little river between. My 
15 R R— -VOL III 
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horsemen came with me at full gallop, yellin g like Indians. My infantry 
received us with three cheers, and, as we thundered over the bridge 
with 500 horses, it had the effect of a Chinese light, and the enemy re- 
tired at a double-quick. My horses were entirely too much worn-out 
to take advantage of their retreat, but we nevertheless followed them 
for several miles. Just before my arrival one of my infantry pickets of 
30 men laid in ambush until the enemy approached so close that in 
a single volley, in which but 27 guns were hred, we killed 5, severely 
wounded 8, and slightly wounded many more, and then fell back, with- 
out losing a man. Our surgeons, Poplin and Gaulding, went over, ten- 
dered their services, and were kindly received by the commander. 

I will remain here until the enemy discovers my weakness. I have 
been sadly disappointed in recruiting my army, as there are no arms in 
the country, and the people will not go without they know when and 
where they are to receive them. I found, however, that the hearts of 
the people were all right, and, from New Madrid to Big Iiiver Bridge, 
we have been welcomed in the most flattering and encouraging manner. 

Had I with me a few Confederate regiments I could take Ironton by 
Sunday, and capture 12,000,000 rations and an immense quantity of 
forage, which is being collected for winter quarters. My rapid anti' un- 
expected movements have fully convinced them that my force is very 
large, and I have also exercised my talents upon them with fictitious 
orders and reports, but I do not feel safe enough to undertake to ship 
the lead from the mines near here. The reports that come in to-day 
will influence the citizens, as well as myself, and I may have a week to 
spare here, in which case I will have a quantity of lead moved south of 
here, and then I can move it away at my leisure. 

If you can spare me one of your brigades I can fall back to the swamps, 
.and, by immediately advancing again with its support, we can take 
Ironton without any question. My men are perfectly familiar with all 
the roads through the country, and if my horses are recruited I can 
easily finish the railroad. 

Preparations are being made to winter 10,000 men at Ironton, 10,000 
at Sxninglield, with a large force at Saint Louis. If this is broken up, 
Southern Missouri will be comparatively free. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

^General A. S. Johnston, 0. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 


Fredeeicktown, Mo., October 20, 1861. 

Sir : I am still here, but will probably start away to-day. We have 
intercepted a courier from Colonel Plummer, U. S. Army, to the com- 
manding officer at Ironton, saying that he is marching with consider- 
able force to intercept my retreat (I understand 3,000 men). They were 
to have encamped at Dallas last night, and say they will encamp within 
10 miles of us . to-night. I have sent out vigilant pickets to scour the 
country, and, if the report be true, I will shape my course accordingly. 
You will please make some inquiries into the matter, and, if they fol- 
low'' me into Wayne County, you will please send out a few regiments 
into Stoddard County, ready to relieve us or strike at Cape Girardeau. 
Fremont is too far from railroad and rivers to return to the support, 
and a little energy will now secure the Mississippi above Cairo, which 
is as important as Paducah. I have 16,000 pounds of lead secured. I 
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Lave recruited some few hundred, but not as many as I expected, 
although I hear of many more coming. I will not wait longer for them. 
Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 0. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 


IIdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

Camp at Garter’s, Mo., October 22, 18G1 — 8.30 a. m. 
Dear Sir : Having learned on Sunday that the enemy was advanc- 
ing from the east and west on my position at Fredericktown for the 
purpose of cutting oft* my retreat, I fell back southward 12 miles, and 
leaving iny train in a condition to move, I marched back at 1 a. m. Mon- 
day, for the purpose of occupying the town with my troops alone, and 
fighting either party that made its appearance first. The enemy had 
heard of my marching the evening before, and, by a forced march, oc- 
cupied the town before ‘I reached it. I could not possibly learn their 
number, and wasted the whole morning in endeavoring to find out their 
number and position by spies, but could not succeed. At 12 o’clock I 
placed my men in position, and then drove in their pickets. They came, 
and in more than double our numbers, and deployed immediately in pur 
front, and opened with their rifled cannon. We returned their fire with 
one 12-pounder and on e of our sixes. This we kept up for thirty minutes, 
when their line, having advanced within musket range of Lowe’s regi- 
ment (which I had placed in ambush, a considerable distance from our 
main line), a galling fire was opened upon it, which was only returned 
when Lowe’s men could get dead aim. The object for which Lowe was 
placed having been accomplished, he should have fallen back ; but, 
witli unparalleled courage, he remained until he was shot through the 
head and immediately killed, when his men fell back behind my main 
line. About this time their rifled cannon had found the range of my 
guns and the main line, and their percussion shells were bursting in 
quick succession among us. One of them knocked off the two drivers of 
the limber of the 12 -pounder, and the horses ran entirely away, leaving 
the gun without ammunition or power of motion. It being a double- 
trailed gun, and all the others being stock-trailed, it was impossible to 
remove it, and therefore I left it on the field. 

Too much praise cannot be awarded to Lieut. Sam. Harris, who 
served this gun, with but one assistant (the other having gone in pur- 
suit of the limber) until the amm unit ion in the trail-chest was ex- 
hausted. About this time one of the shells, just passing the top of the 
hill, behind which the Second Begiment was lying down, struck Captain 
Flourney in the left breast, and, exploding, instantly killed him and 
Captain LTeveille, who was leaning on his shoulder. Captain Flourney 
was transferred to my command from the Bluff City Grays, ot Memphis, 
and was a gallant young gentleman. Captain FTeveille was from Stod- 
dard County, Missouri. 

Finding now that the enemy were being re-enforced with a regiment 
of cavalry from Iron Mountain, I ordered a retreat by the right wing, 
placing each battalion in ambush, to check a pursuit by their cavalry. I 
had scarcely placed Brown’s battalion when a charge was made by their 
cavalry past the fence behind which they lay. When at twenty yards 
a fire was poured into them, which emptied nearly every saddle. A 
running fight was continued for nearly G miles, my men keeping perfect 
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timAs' e T C f pt J r,y dra 'goons, ^lio were completely stampeded several, 
times. I continued my retreat to this place, which is 26 miles from 
Fiedericktown. I will leave here at 12 o’clock to go to Greenville and 
then shape my course by the circumstances which arise. ’ 

Major Shall has been hovering on the south side of Ironton, with 250 
dragoons and 100 Missourians, to assist me, but to-day I have received 
a dispatch from him that his duty impels him to return to Pitman’s 
Ferry, to prepare to defend that post, which will be 50 miles in my rear 
it I can maintain myself at Greenville. I hope you will send a few 
regiments over into Stoddard County, to encourage the people, as tliev 

the^lfnli 11 by my defea t- 1 wil1 S' ive you » detailed report of 
the whole expedition as soon as I reach a permanent canm.* 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier -General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. A. 

Gamp, Greenville, 

a . October 23, 1861—7 o’clock p. m. 

Sir: I have just been informed that the enemy in strength sav 5 000 
men, are in 20 miles of me, with the intention of following me to Pit 
mans Ferry. I will start immediately, and go to Bloomfield, as I men- 

yesterday, ami if the forces I hare asked are seat 
me, I think I can prevent their return to Ironton. 

T ty -n in n i° W ac . co i nplisl1 mnGh > and I hope to have your assist- 

TOU shllM-n r?t y0 ™ mf0r “,f. 10n 2 onsti “tty. and if the enlmy return, 
you shall know it. They will try, I expect, to take Bloomfield, and I 
wish your troops there to disappoint them. 5 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Major-General Polk. Brigadier. General, Commanding. 

_ ^ Bloomfield, 

Friday, October 25, 1861—7 o’clock p. m. 

FrS^i^^m^n?T h0ra i ag0, '? a T inff left my command at Saint 
uo S bitpnHnnf t 1 °- an hear to ; day the enemy have not followed - 
cCfiit r pursuing us, and have returned to the line from 

unexnected sortip nlif 0 !- I ^ave a splendid position for defense or 
Sf Lv Zte n ™ by M ? nday \ hope t0 be £ il1 another march after 
liT™ i h S 16 eu °agP rested. My deserters have mostly come 

although T did “? re “ en ’ and m better spirits, now than ever before, 
account of ^ many mi 1 ex P ected in the upper counties, on 

f,™ Jot +T ° f g u nS k Tbe troo P s stationed at Pitman’s Ferry 

make M 

L a sfroXn^. aTebe6nseut me ’ sotiiat 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 0. S, A., Columbus , Ky. 

“C^tn<U^° ] S<?i2f ,1,er85imd 27 “ adPolt t0 Th ° m P>°». October 25, in 
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FREDERICKTOWN, Mo., 

October 19, 1861 — 6 a. m. 

Ool. D. F. Shall, 0. S. A., 

Commanding Arkansas Volunteers , Bailey’s , Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : Unfortunately I was not credibly informed of your 
position until a lew Fours ago. I am sorry that more men are not up 
with you, so that the men will not have to be held still so long. You 
had better assume some defensible posi tion, and only make such demon- 
stration as will amuse and attract the attention of the enemy and pre- 
vent his learning of the marches of the infantry and artillery until we 
are prepared to strike. Communicate with General McBride ou the 
west, and when we all get at equal distances from Ironton, we will 
march simultaneously. Our support is near at hand, and I hope we 
will be ready to strike by to-morrow night or Monday. The report that 
Price has whipped Fremont is currently believed, but needs confirma- 
tion. If it is a tact, Southern Missouri is free. Nothing prevented me 
from whipping the 1,200 troops sent out here on Thursday but the 
fatigue of my horses, which had just returned from a 200-mile trip. 
And, although the men were very anxious, and the infantry were quite 
fretted at my making them stand still, yet I felt compelled to do so, as 
the other troops on the west and south were not in position. I am here 
with my whole force, except those left at Bloomfield and New Madrid, 
to garrison those posts, and I am having lead hauled away. We must 
keep in constant communication and act as circumstances may dictate. 
The enemy are reported to have about 15,000 infantry and 1,000 cavalry. 
We must whip all that come 10 miles out, but it will not do to approach 
nearer until the definite time. 

Yours, most respectfully, _ _ ^ 

’ M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- Genera l , Comm un ding. 


Fredericktown, Mo., October 20, 1861. 

Col. D. F. Shall, 

Commanding Arkansas Troops, Iron County , Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : You will please carry out the programme indicated 
on the second page of the letter I wrote you yesterday. Mr. Martin 
can give you the news of the day, which is not well to trust to paper. 
Feed high and be ready for active service. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

’ 1 M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Fredericktown, Mo., October 20, 1861. 
Col. W. G. PheelAN, Commandant at Bloomfield , Mo. : 

Sir: You must keep vigilant watch towards Cape Girardeau. The 
troops from there are marching out to intercept our retreat, and they 
may make a detour towards Bloomfield to hurry me. Collect m all the 
men you can. I am in a damned tight place, but I believe 1 will get 
out safely. 

Y0ar8 ’ M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
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■p. S.— Use all the citizens you canto collect information, and send 
all that is important and reliable to me at Greenville; also, report the 
same, by express, to General Leonidas Polk, at Columbus. 


Fredericktown, Mo., October 20, 1861—12 noon. 
Col. D. F. Shall, 0. S. A., 

Gomdcf. Arkansas Troops, Iron County , Missouri : 

Dear Colonel: You -will please take your whole command to 
Belcher’s, on Cedar Creek, to-night, and await orders there. I will 
march in two hours, to intercept the march of the troops from Cape 
Girardeau, and will probably meet them on Castor, and I wish you 
near enough to co-operate. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON", 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Camp at Carter’s, Mo., October 22, 1861—8.30 a. m. 
Maj. D. F. Shall, C. S. A., Greenville , Mo.: 

Dear Major: Wo reached this point at daylight, and will remain 
until 12 o’clock, unless comiielled to leave sooner, which 1 do not think 
is at all probable. Of course you will hear very gloomy stories about 
our little battle yesterday, but we came out much better than might 
have been expected, and I am not at all discouraged, and really know 
that when the object of my forward movement is known, you will give 
me the credit of a victory. I am anxious that they shall still follow 
me, as every man brought into this part of the State is that much 
nearer the Confederate Army, and away from the pursuit of General 
Price, You will please move your men out to meet us, and picket all 
the roads well to-night, as my men will then sleep some, knowing that 
you are on the watch, and to-morrow we will be fresh and ready for 
duty. \ ou will please send a patrol on the fronton road until we get 
into Greenville. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commandin g. 


Camp, Greenville, Mo., October 23, 1861. 
To the Commandant at Pitman’s Ferry: 

Sir: I retreated from Fredericktown, with my command, in good 
order, to this point, where I will remain until to-morrow, and then will 
take my dragoons northward again, to cut off the detached parties of 
the enemy, or force them to march southward in pursuit of me. My 
infantry will leave here to-morrow, via Indian Ford, to Bloomfield, 
passing on the southwest side of the Saint Francis. There are none of 
the enemy south of the line from Ironton to Cape Girardeau that we 
can hear of, but I will go up and hunt them to-morrow. Major Shall’s 
discretion exceeded his valor when he retreated to assist in the defense 
of Pitman’s Ferry, while I was 60 miles north of there, with a vic- 
torious army of 2,000 men (for we were victorious, though we fell 
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back from an overwhelming force, that was afraid to follow us). They 
attempted to advance, but we ambushed them at every thicket and 
corn held, and have killed three of their men to every man I lost. I 
have all the roads for 10 miles north of here thoroughly picketed, 
and if a few hundred of your dragoons were thrown forward, you 
would be better posted. My men are in fine spirits. Except the loss 
of Colonel Lowe and of my 12-pounder, I have been a gainer in every- 
thing by the fight. 

Yours, &c., JEm THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


No. 17. 

Report of J. B. Purvis , Assistant Adjutant-General ( Confederate ), of opera - 
1 J tions October 12-28. 

Hdqrs. First Military District, Mo. S. Ok, 

Camp Allen , Mo., October 28, 1861. 

q TT i . T n iin instructed by the general commanding this brigade to 

of our movements subsequent to the 

12th instant, when we broke camp at Spring Hill, Stoddard Co y • 
Onffi&ve date, about 10 a. m, the 
mounted riflemen, started in a direct course towards the IronMountai 
■Railroad designing to strike it about 40 miles south of Saint Louis, at 
Kin S Bridge. In the absence of the general, Colonel Aden Lowe, 
of ^ the Third Regiment Infantry, commanded the remaining foice., 

moving 

•ill the lead possible, and make preparations for its instant shipmen b. 

1 mioht state hSe that we procured 18,000 pounds, and have it safe 10 

In the mean while the general, with the 

one of the posts above, bar ms ear ^ mu ; -f 0Tces j B a somewhat 
^"cSn" STa time tire battle was e^y waged but our 

saarss ass rSfiSKsss . i, - 

“? ”£3,"s' 8 “i " 55 '., » ~sss,*rsB?s: 

number of blankets. The prisoners were all liberated ou takiu„ tue 
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oalh najfc to serve during the war, unless exchanged. The cantnrefl 
t0 tIie Fremont purchase of Belgian guns, and are much 
pii/cd bj the men, who used them in the battle of the 21st. During the 
^Serd “ S Erederiektown, our scouts broiighf in 2 

i>l‘ioe ^ t lG,y Captured somo 5 mil ™ beyond that 

1( 4 >oited a large party out trying to intercept them. We 

17t,1 = aiUl * *"*> to -it It 

Early on the morning of the 18th the camp was startled bv a nnick 
succcssion of musket-shots beyond the Saint Francis Bridge which 

™Sn So fKr Cl %^ ter ofa mile *wSi& town. 
ve boon aibcovcied that .it proceeded from our pickets, who had been 

^TaVflm y idehm y la ^ e force of cavalry. The enemy sustained a severe 
loss, as tlie picket, which was under command of Captain Holmes con- 

Tim cantailwif’ * i VolIey , at tIie short distance of 00 yards. 

°f oui little band, as they came out at a dashing gallon 
walked deliberately into the middle of the road, and, takiim moS Si 
at a leading officer, shot him through the body. They lost’s killed and 
some 15 wounded, while the picket got safely to camp. 1 

lhe enemy maneuvered about all the morning, seeking to find ont 
our numbers but refraining from attacking us. As the gener had 
beeii advised that the enemy was at hand, and as he was eximcted to 
aiii-ve at any moment, the colonel commanding did not deem it udvisa 
ble to assume the offensive, hut to await his coining. About 1 o’clock 
the general rode into camp. At tlie sight of hinifthe whole brigade 
though ordered not to cheer, broke out in one Ion "-continued s?>nnf J 
yueli astonishing- to say, so appalled the enemy, thabhey at once com- 
menced a hasty retreat, and, li-oin all reports we can gather lfom those 
residmg on tlm road, they used the greatest diligence in moving tS 
wagons, and seemed to bo in considerable confusion. We made hot 
pursuit, but failed to come up with them, and, after followin'** them 
several mdes, the whole command again returned to camp. . b 

lhe balance of the day and all the following we were left in cmiet • 

dS.ovi i ™T U ^ 0f f e 20tb 0llT pickets nested a man, when? they 
diseoveied, just as the day was breaking, endeavoring to avoid them. 

. en be found he would be caught, he threw away a package, which' 

nf rS t>Pe r^° I1, T VaS to ije a communication from Colonel Plummer 7 
ol Cape Girardeau, to the commandant at Ironton, stating that lie was 
approaching our camp with 3,000 men, and asked io-operation Being 

lhe enemy an-angements to S 

A? e j H eni l; Ibe safety of the baggage first engaged the o-enpm.Pq 
attenbon, for, having once secured that, he could fight or notf at his 
pleasuie._ It was soon on its way to Greenville, in Wayne County, the 
whole brigade accompanying it, hut was halted 10 miles south of the 
town, and here preparations were made to return with all our fighting 
force to give battle to the enemy, he their numbers what they might. 

r a J es . Lours 1 f e start 6d, at 4 o’clock in the morning of the 

+ ^ Wlt ! a 1 5 2p O men, all told, with the expectation of giving fight 
to three times our numbers, but which we found, shortly before the" battle 
opened, to have been increased to 7,000, and which were further re- 
enforced during the battle to 10,000. e TL 

. We arrived at about 11 a. m. within half a mile of the town, and were 
immediately placed in position. Lowe’s Third Regiment, with Jennings’ 
and Rapley s battalions, were posted on the right of the Greenville road, 
some 300 yards m advance of the Second and Fourth Regiments, which 
were in position on the left of the same. One 12-pounder, commanded 
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by Lieutenant Harris, was placed on a prolongation of the line of the 
regiments on the left, on the right of the road, 300 yards in the rear of 
Lowe’s position. The three 6-poiuiders were placed on or closely adja- 
cent to the road. After driving in their pickets with some skirmishers 
detached for that purpose, at about 2 o’clock they advanced in force, 
and showed on the brow of the hill, which hid the town from our view. 
Soon their cannon were placed in position, and sent shot and shell in 
large quantities among us. Our 12 and little 6s replied merrily, and at 
once quite a stampede took place among their cavalry, which had showed 
incautiously in masses over the hill-top. Our 12-ponnder, by its well- 
directed discharges of grape, prevented their cavalry from charging 
down the road through our center, which they evidently intended to do, 
as they several times formed in heavy masses on the road. During the 
while their infantry advanced down the hill, through the corn field im- 
mediately in front of Lowe’s command, which lay concealed behind the 
fence that inclosed it. The advance guard of the enemy, consisting of 
one company, halted within 60 yards of the fence, when, after particu- 
larly cautioning bis men to shoot low and take deliberate aim, the word 
fire was given by the colonel, when at least 70 of the enemy bit the dusk 
But a moment elapsed before three full regiments were advanced within 
shooting distance of our little band of heroes (only about 300 men in all), 
and kept up an incessant volley of musketry three-quarters of an hour 
upon them, our mennot yielding one inch ; the enemy several times giving 
ground for an instant, but at once returning to their work. They twice 
gave back. On the authority of Colonel Waugh, the enemy were twice 
driven back ; first one regiment came down the field and sent an ad- 
vance of one company ahead, which was nearly annihilated ; the bal- 
ance of the regiment advanced, but gave back in confusion, and fled 
to the farther side of the field. Soon two regiments were seen march- 
ing down the field, but soon met the same fate as the first, and only 
when three regimental flags v r ere seen in the field could they hold 
their place against our little regiment of 300 fighting men. At first 
they overshot us (caused as much by the nature of the ground as 
by defective aim), the enemy being on the descending side of the 
hill and our men at the foot of the same ; besides, Lowe’s entire com- 
mand were either on their knees or lying down, frequently loading 
while stretched out on their backs, but only because so ordered to 
do. Our men assert that the enemy frequently discharged their 
pieces at a ready, but fired three times to our once. They soon took 
better aim, and their fire became more destructive; but as the breeze 
wafted the smoke away at once, and our men continued to take delib- 
erate aim, which their officers kept continually reminding them of, we 
killed ten to one. About this time the ehivalric Lowe was shot through 
the head and fell quietly to the ground without giving a sign. Though 
many of the men by this time were out of ammunition, they showed no 
signs of giving ground, and only when Lieutenant-Colonel Hedgpeth 
gave the order to fall back under cover of the woods (some 300 yards 
in the rear, where the 12-pounder was in position) did they move from 
where they were placed. The principal loss was sustained while cross- 
ing the open space — in all, 16 killed. These men, with but few excep- 
tions, rallied immediately in the rear of our lines, and in a short time 
afterwards were again fully under command. In the mean time shot, 
shell, and bullets were rained upon the 12-pounder so fast, that the lim- 
ber was broken and the horses so repeatedly wounded that they could 
not be held to their places, but ran away with both it and the caisson. 
Besides, every one about the gun was wmunded but Lieutenant Harris 
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and Ms sergeant. The latter, a moment afterwards, was killed while 
mounting his horse. Harris, all alone, fired his gun twice, showering 
grape among the close ranks of the enemy while advancing upon him. 
At last liis ammunition gave out, and as he stood all alone, resting 
against a tree, he received orders that if he could not bring off his gun, 
to leave it. At this moment Brown’s battalion, which had been placed 
in the rear of the artillery, came at a run to cover the retreat of Lowe’s 
command. They attempted to take it off by. hand, and actually dragged 
it up the Mil a considerable distance, but were forced to leave it to the 
tender mercies of the enemy, as they were ordered to take ground to 
the rear and place themselves in ambush, wMle Farmer’s Second and 
Waugh’s Fourth were ordered to cover the retreat, which was at this 
time commenced in good order. Their cavalry only once attempted to 
charge (while our sixes were in full retreat), but paid so severely for their 
temerity, that they were not heard from again, for Brown’s battalion, 
with one volley, mowed them down as with a scythe ; and here fell their 
major (Gavitt), 1 captain, 4 lieutenants, and about 30 rank and file. A 
private in Brown’s battalion (Prophet by name) leaped the fence into 
the road and captured the major’s sword, but only after he had thrown 
a number of dead men off his body, the bullets raining around him all 
the while. The enemy at this time had outflanked us on the left, our 
cavalry having retired too soon. But, as they did not appear in great 
numbers, and our men kept such excellent order and looked so formid- 
able, though they opened upon us, their fire was desultory and quite 
ineffective. Our men, moving quietly but quickly, not returning the 
fire of the enemy, were soon out of danger. The enemy is said to have 
followed us about 10 miles, to where our trains bad been left, but which, 
when we commenced retreating, had been ordered to move on, and wore 
far on the way to Greenville when our little band of heroes passed 
through in excellent order, and quite satisfied with themselves and the 
day’s proceedings. 

Drs. Gaulding and Larnden, who had been left witli our killed and 
wounded, are just in, and report that the enemy acknowledge to having 
8,000 infantry and 2 regiments of cavalry — all infantry commands being 
more than full. They also had 9 guns, and the whole force under the 
command of Colonel Boss. Major Schofield had the guns under Lis im- 
mediate care. 

We lost 3 men (dead), which were brought to camp. The balance — 
17 killed, 27 wounded, and 15 unhurt — all fell into the enemy’s bands. 
The enemy acknowledge 400 killed and wounded, and were greatly exas- 
perated at the day’s results. They believe we had 4,000 men, no* doubt 
judging by the disposition of our forces, which embraced as large an area 
as a force of that number would occupy. 

Our doctors were very roughly handled by the enemy, losing all their 
money and both their horses. Dr. Gaulding at one time was arrested 
as a spy, and remained iu confinement several hours. This was, how- 
ever, after Colonel Boss had left and Colonel Carlin was iu command. 
Eight houses were sacked and burned, with all their contents. 

Without further occurrences worth relating, we arrived at this camp 
on the 27th, and shall remain here a few days to recruit. 

Hoping this hasty account of our movement will be satisfactorily com- 
prehensible, I remain, very respectfully, 

J. B. PUBYIS, 
Assistant Adjutant - General. 

Lieut. Gov. Thomas G. Beta olds. 
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Report of May, D. P. Shall, 0. S. Army , of co-operation with Thompson’s 

forces , October 19-23. 

Headquarters Camp Hardee, 

Pitman’s Perry , October 23, 1861. 

General : On tlie evening of tlie 18th instant received a dispatch, 
from General M. Jeff. Thompson, inviting us to participate in the taking 
of Ironton, stating that he would hum Big River Bridge, and soon after- 
wards be ready to attack the Knob. We responded. ' On the morning 
of the 19th started with 230 mounted men of the First Regiment (in- 
cluding 40 men of Casey’s company) for Bailey’s, the place indicated by 
the general j here expected to find troops to act with, or a messenger 
from him, but neither were there. On the morning of the 20th camped 
within 8 miles of Ironton, sending forward scouts to within 4 miles of 
that place j here remained, expecting to hear from General Thompson ; 
did not do so. At 11 o’clock that night started back (just as we started 
received a vague dispatch) ; reached the Stoney battery ; camped for 
the night ; next day, 21st, camped 6 miles south of Patterson, on the 
road to Doniphan, and to-day reach [ed] this post about 4 o’clock p. m. 
While near Ironton learned from a reliable gentleman living within 4 
miles of that place that it had been re-enforced with artillery, cavalry, 
and infantry, and that the force then there was at least 7,000 strong. 
This is reliable. 

Soon after arriving in camp here, about five hours ago, a Missourian 
came in from Greenville, v T itli news to the effect that Thompson had been 
defeated a mile south of Eredericktown by a force from Cape Girardeau 
and Saint Genevieve, and that with the remnant of his command was 
retreating towards this place. Thompson’s force, from vdiat I learned 
before the fight from a man of his at Bailey’s, was 700 mounted men 
and 1,000 infantry. This defeat exposes the post here and at Pocahon- 
tas to imminent danger, and to be prepared to face it I am making 
every exertion my poor abilities are capable of. I have made a call 
upon the people of the State generally, the governor, and some individ- 
uals of prominence. Hope to be able to hold our position at Pocahon- 
tas, to which point will fall back immediately. Captain Bridewell 
having taken all the teams and himself off in violation of orders, leaves 
me crippled in the way of transportation. Can you not and will you 
not help us ? 

In haste, your obedient servant, 

D. F. SHALL, 

Major , Commanding Post. 

General Hardee, Memphis , Tenn. 

P. S.— Colonel Borland will probably be here in a few days. 

[Indorsement.] 


Respectfully forwarded. 

Before leaving Pitman’s Ferry, I gave orders to have all the stores of 
every description removed to Pocahontas, which is in steamboat com-, 
municatiou, usually about twice a week, with Jacksonport and Memphis. 
It is 110 miles from Trenton to Pocahontas. I feel no apprehension that 
the force I left there will be attacked, or, if attacked, that it will not 
be able to make a successful resistance. This force consisted of 7 com- 
panies cavalry of Borland’s regiment and 4 companies infantry of Me- 
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Carver’s and 1 independent company of infantry under Captain Roberts. 
I also authorized a battalion of infantry, under Desba ['?] (5 companies), to 
be mustered into service, which I presume lias been done, as Colonel D. 
informed me they were ready. It is proper to add that I ordered the 
company under Captain Roberts to join me here, but it lias not done so, 
nor do I know that it lias left Pocahontas. I would recommend that all 
the ammunition, except a limited supply for the troops immediately on 
duty there, should be shaped from Pocahontas to Memphis. 
Respectfully, 

W. J. HARDEE, 

Major- General, 

Headquarters Bowling- Green, November 3, If 01. 


Ho. 19. 

Report of Lieut. Col. Aden Lowe , Missouri State Guard , of affairs at 
Fredericlctown October 10 and 17. 


Eredericktown, Mo., October 17, 1801. 

Dear General: Yours, dated at 7 p. m. of the 10th instant, is at 
hand. In reply, I am happy to say to you that we are all here, safe and 
sound. We arrived here about 1 p. m. yesterday. I sent out scouts 
towards Irontou, and they captured two carbineers. Shortly after the 
arrival here of our advance guard a party of thirty-five cavalry made 
their appearance at the Little Saint Francis Bridge, upon the Ronton 
road, but ran away without harm. They have been seen near here twice 
since. All is still so far ; did not appear to know who we are, or any- 
thing of our coming, until to-day. We hope to see you soon. 

Yours, truly, 


ADEN LOWE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel , Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. M. Jefe. Thompson. 


OCTOBER 13, 1831. — Action at Wet Glaze, or Butch or Monday Hollow, 

near Henrytown, llo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. — Col. Grenville M. Dodge, Fourth Iowa Infantry. 

No. 2.— Col. John B. Wyman, Thirteenth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 3. — May Clark Wright, Fremont Battalion (Missouri) Cavalry. 

No. 4.— May William D. Bowen, First Battalion Missouri Cavalry. 

Ho. 1. 

Report of Col. Granville M. Lodge, Fourth Iowa Infantry. 

Headquarters Post Rolla, Mo., 

October 15, 1831. 

Captain : The ambulances arrived to-day from Springfield with 33 
wounded. The advance of Colonel Wyman’s command, under command 
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of Major Wright — consisting of Captains Switzler and Montgomery’s 
companies of cavalry — met 500 of the advance of Johnson’s or Churchill’s 
command 20 miles this side of Lebanon, at a place called Dutch Hollow. 
Major Wright attacked the enemy and dispersed them, killing 16 and 
wounding about 30. Our loss was 1 killed and 1 wounded. Major 
Wright captured 37 horses and 32 prisoners and arms. The scout first 
arrived from Lebanon reports about 1,500 at that place, under command 
of Johnson. Draining, in charge of the wounded, reports a large com- 
missary train on the way to Springfield from Memphis. The stores were 
landed at New Madrid, and then overland to Springfield. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODG-E, 
Colonel , Commanding Post. 

Capt. O. McKee ver, 

Assistant Adjutant- General , Saint Louis , Mo. 


No. 2. 

Report of Col. John B. Wyman , Thirteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters Camp McClurg, 

Linn Creek , Mo., October 15, 1S61. 

General : I have the honor to report to you that immediately upon 
the departure of my messenger to you yesterday morning 1 put my com- 
mand on the march at 7 o’clock in the following order: Major Bowen, 
commanding battalion attached to the Thirteenth Kegiment Illinois 
Volunteers, in advance, with his own transportation, then the Thir- 
teenth Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Gorgas commanding, immediately 
followed by its own transportation and that of the commissary depart- 
ment, the rear being brought up by Maj. O. Wright, commanding Fr6- 
mont Battalion. After seeing the entire column in motion, I started 
for the head of it, and had proceeded about 6 miles to the point where 
the road turns off from the route to Lebanon for this point, and had 
reached the right of the Thirteenth Regiment, when I was informed 
that Major Bowen had discovered a party of rebels— 70 in number — 
and had gone in pursuit of them towards Lebanon, feeling confident of 
his ability to cope with them successfully. I turned the column towards 
this point, and had proceeded about 2 miles when a rapid volley of 
musketry fell upon my ear. I immediately, turning towards the left 
of my command, ordered the train corraled at once, and at the same 
time met a courier from Major Bowen, informing me that “he had en- 
gaged the enemy, and that they were from 800 to 1,000 strong; that he 
had been obliged to fall back,” and asked for re-enforcements. This 
same message had also been sent to Major Wright, who, with his usual 
promptness, took two of his companies, himself taking the advance. At 
the same moment I sent an order to Lieutenant-Colonel Gorgas to send 
to the support of the cavalry the five left companies of the Thirteenth 
Regiment, reserving the other five companies, under Major Partridge, 
as a reserve and guard for the train. The order was promptly delivered 
to Colonel Gorgas, and as promptly executed. The line of march was 
at once taken up, headed by Lieutenant-Colonel Gorgas himself ; then 
Company K, Captain Blanchard ; Company I, Capt. Samuel W ads- 
worth ; Company H, Captain Gardner ; Company G, Captain Cole, and 
Company F, Captain Dutton, all at double-quick; and to show you the 
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rapidity of tlieir movements, I beg to assure you that they made a 
march of nearly 5 miles in forty-five minutes. After issuing this order 
I immediately started for the scene of action. 

In the mean time Major Wright had formed a junction with Major 
Bowen, and had made their arrangements for another attack, for par- 
ticulars of which I beg to refer to their respective reports. Approving 
of them, I relieved Major Wright of the center command, and ordered 
him to join the line of flankers thrown out by him, and myself made a 
forward movement from the center — with one company of cavalry, sup- 
ported by the five companies of infantry— of about H miles. The enemy 
by this time becoming satisfied they could not cope with us (or for some 
other reason known only to themselves), commenced a rapid retreat, so 
last, indeed, that it was impossible even for the Thirteenth to keep up 
with them. I therefore ordered a halt of the infantry, and ordered the 
cavalry forward, with orders to drive them as far as possible, and reach 
camp (at the point 2 miles on the Linn Creek road) at or before sunset. 
They did so, and drove them nearly 12 miles toward Lebanon. 

For the list of killed, wounded, and prisoners I beg to refer you to 
the reports of the different officers in command. I also take occasion 
to say that proper and respectable arrangements were made for the 
burial of their (the enemy’s) dead, which they had left upon the field to 
be devoured by swine, beasts of prey, or the vulture. 

I reached camp on the return with the infantry at 4 p. m., and the 
entire command were all, with one exception, safely in at G p. m. Total 
enemy killed, 39; wounded, 29; prisoners, 51; horses captured, 18; 
guns captured or destroyed, 93 ; with only a loss on our side of 1 man 
killed and 2 horses wounded. Among the prisoners are 1 colonel 
(bummers), 1 lieutenant (Laughlin), 6 non-commissioned officers, and 
43 privates. 

Trusting that this little diversion from my line of march to join you 
as ordered will meet your approbation, I have the honor to subscribe 
myself, 

Bespectfully and obediently, yours, 

J. B. WYMAN, 

Act. Brig. Gen., First Brigade , First Division , W. D. 

Major-General Hunter, 

Commanding First Division , Western Department. 


No. 3. 

Reports of Maj. Claris Wright, Fremont Battalion (Missouri) Cavalry. 

Headquarters Camp Gorgas, 

October 13, 1861. 

General : At 7 o’clock a. m. my command struck tents at Camp 
Conant, on Tavern Creek, and formed into column in rear of train. I 
immediately passed along the line, and requested the officers to keep 
the men well closed up and allow none to leave their places, but keep 
everything ready for service at a moment’s notice. The reports from 
my scouts during the night induced me to believe the enemy might 
attack us during the day. I also went forward and suggested to the 
quartermaster of the Thirteenth Regiment that the train be well closed 
and kept so, after which nothing of importance occurred until I arrived 
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at Justice Remington’s, where I learned that Second Lieut. Henry 
Lauglilin, of rebel Johnson’s command, had come home, and lived 
about 1 mile north of said Remington’s, and had a lot of McClurg’s 
goods in the house. I at once detached Captain Crockett, with his 
company, to take the lieutenant and search the place. He had not 
been gone five minutes before I saw a courier coming from the front, 

I at once called Captain Crockett back. The courier arrived with a 
message from Major Bowen, stating that he had been attacked and 
needed assistance. I at once ordered Captains Montgomery and S wit fi- 
ler forward at full speed to the relief of Major Bowen; ordered the train 
eorraled, and Captain Crockett, with his company,, to guard it until 
relieved by infantry, and then dispatched a courier to your honor for 
a guard for the train and support for cavalry, after which I went 
forward to the scene of action. I found Major Bowen some 2 miles 
forward and half mile south of Mr. Lewis’, on the Lebanon road. I 
immediately had a conference with Major Bowen, and we mutually 
agreed as to the disposition of our forces and plan of attack. The 
rebels at that time occupied a high ridge immediately in our front, 
and half mile south of us. The presumption was that we could not 
expect relief from the infantry in time to secure the rebels, and an 
immediate attack was resolved upon. The disposition was as follows : 
Captain Montgomery’s company was already on the right, and I ordered 
Captain Switzler to join him, Hank the enemy, and engage him at any 
hazard. Major Bowen, with two companies of his command, went to the 
left. X took charge of one company of Major Bowen’s (at his request) 
and took position in the center, or as you found us on your arrival. I 
observed at that time that the enemy was moving to the right. I 
ordered Captain Crockett forward to support them, knowing they out- 
numbered us greatly. I then went to the right myself, found that 
Captains Switzler aud Montgomery had formed a junction and suc- 
ceeded in flanking the enemy, and held him at bay. The enemy, com- 
manded by Captains Sorrel, Wright, Thurman,' Bell, Fair, and Haw- 
thorne, drew up in line of battle, and gave evident signs of making a 
bitter stand. My two companies immediately got into line, and were 
ordered to receive their fire, return it steadily, and then charge with 
sabers, and uever allow them to reload their pieces, all of which order 
was carried out to the very letter, with a coolness and determination that 
evinced true bravery in both officers and men, and struck terror along 
the whole rebel lines. He could not stand such a charge, so prompt, 
so uniform, so determined, and the result was a general rout, and in a 
short time a running fight for miles, with the following result (as 
near as we eould ascertain without occupying too much time to hunt 
through the bushes): Rebels killed, 27 ; mortally wounded, 4; severely, 
5 : slightly, 3; prisoners, 36; horses, 2; guns, 81— most were old shot-' 
guns and rifles, and w T ere doubled around black-jacks on the field. 
Officers and men all agree that many more were killed and wounded, but 
we did not hunt them up. Our loss was 1 killed and 2 horses slightly 
wounded. I cannot call your especial attention to any one or number 
of officers or men in those two brave companies; they are, each one of 
them, as true as steel, and in this charge, with six to one against them, 
they exhibited a coolness and bravery that those of more experience 
might proudly imitate. Yet I feel that I would do my own feelings in- 
justice not to speak of the tenacity with which Captain Switzler adhered 
to the order of charge, and the promptness and energy of Captain Mont- 
gomery in carrying it out. X cannot omit naming Lieutenants Mont- 
gomery, Paynter, and Stockstill; not a nerve quivereo. in those brave 
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men; nothing left undone that coolness and energy could do in carry- 
ing out orders, encouraging the men, and dealing death to the rebels, 
une incident I must be permitted to mention. Lieutenant Montgomery, 
alter exhausting his revolver, and doubling up his saber in a hand-to- 
hand fight so that it was useless, not satisfied with the half-dozen he 
nad disposed of, charged on yet another, and with one blow of his fist 
made him bite the dust. Such fighting is worthy of imitation. 

Ihe foregoing' report embrace the principal points in the actions of 
MLss(mr' UlaiJ ^ durius ' tlie battle near Henrytown, Camden County, 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient and 
humble servant, 

^ „ CLARK WRIGHT, 

Mayor, Commanding Fremont Battalion of Cavalry. 

Acting Brig. Gen. J. B. Wyman. 


■ Headquarters Camp MoClurg-, 

October 16, 1861. 

General : Inclosed please find supplemental report of the action 
near Henrytown on the 13th. 

llie paity detailed to scout the battle-field and see that the dead were 
all buried have returned, and report the whole number of the enemy 
killed 62 instead of 27, as per my official report. Also, the 4 mortally 
wounded have since died. ' 

X have the honor to be, your most obedient and humble servant, 

^ CLARK WRIGHT, 

Mayor, Commanding Fremont Battalion Cavalry. 

Acting Brig. Gen. J. B. Wyman, Commanding Brigade, 


Ho. 4. 

Report of May. William B. Bowen , First Battalion Missouri Cavalry. 

Headquarters First Battalion Cavalry 

October 14, 1861. 

General . I respectfully submit the following report of the engage- 
ment that took place yesterday, the 13th : 

M .y battalion was ordered to advance at 7 o’clock a. m., and after ad- 
vancing some 3 miles our skirmishers rallied and reported a large body 
f e enemy m our front. I immediately ordered Company B to the 
right ot the mam road, Company 0 to the left, and Company A to ad- 
vance. After advancing about a mile 40 of tlie enemy were discovered 
m full i® treat. We followed them 3 miles, when they rallied and formed 
a line ot battle. After receiving their fire we charged on them ; there- 
upon they retreated in great confusion. After pursuin g them half a m ile 
wg discovered they numbered 600 strong^ and were endeavoring to sur- 
round the party under my command, which numbered 40 men. I im- 
mediately ordered my men to fall back. X was shortly re-enforced by 
oinpanies B and C. The enemy, having confidence in their superior 
numbers, endeavored to surround my command by advancing first on 
tne left, f immediately changed my position to the left and opened 
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tiro on tlie enemy. After firing two volleys they retreated and took a 
position on a hill, which, being covered with trees, concealed the move- 
ments of the enemy. At this time Major Wright made his appearance 
on the field, and with his command filed to the right of the hill, on 
which the enemy were in position. I with my command advanced on 
the front and left, when we discovered, a small body of the enemy in re- 
treat. Company A, being in advance, fired upon them, and they broke 
into confusion, and the whole force retreated towards Lebanon, and we 
pursued them some 8 or 10 miles. The loss of the enemy was 12 killed, 
17 wounded, and 8 prisoners. Among them was William W. Summers, 
called colonel. 

W. D. BOWEN, 

Major , Commanding First Battalion Cavalry. 

Acting Brig. Gen. Wyman, Commanding. 


OCTOBER 14, 1861. — Affair at Linn Creek, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. — Col. Jolm B. Wyman, Thirteenth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 2. — Maj. Clark Wright, FiAmont Battalion (Missouri) Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Report of Col. John B. Wyman , Thirteenth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters Camp McClurg, 

Linn Greelc , October 15, 1S61. 

General : I have the honor to report that I broke camp yesterday 
morning 24 miles southeast of this point tit 0.30 a. m., and moved the 
column in the following order : Maj. G. Wright, commanding Eremont 
Battalion, in advance, followed immediately by his own transportation. 
Then the Thirteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gorgas, commanding, with his own and the commissary transportation, 
the rear being brought up by Major Bowen, commanding the battalion 
attached to the Thirteenth Regiment. 

Before making the move I had ordered Major Wright to prevent any 
and all parties from. preceding him, and to enter this place at a charge, 
and secure all who might be found in it. How well he executed my 
orders I leave you to judge by inclosing a copy of his own graphic ac- 
count of the affair, in closing this report I beg to say that I am much 
embarrassed with the prisoners I have now in keeping (S8), all or 
nearly all of whom are guilty of high treason, and unless I soon receive 
orders from you I shall send them to Rolla with sufficient escort, with 
orders to Colonel Dodge to put them at work upon the fortifications there 
or send them to Saint Louis. I also take occasion to add that the river 
at this point is at a high stage of water, rendering it difficult to cross 
with my train, it being at least the work of three days and nights, and 
consequently am anxiously awaiting your orders. 

I am, general, respectfully and obediently yours, 

J. B. WYMAN, 

Act. Brig. Gen. First Brig., First Div., Western Dept. 

Major-General Hunter. 

16 r r — YOL III 
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No. 2. 

Report of Maj. ClarJc Wright , Fremont Battalion (Missouri) Cavalry. 

Headquarters Fremont Battalion, 

Camp MeClurg, October 15, 1861. 

i • At 7 o’clock of the morning of tlie 14 th my command 

lett Camp Gorgas in advance of tlie column in the following order • A 
detachment of 30 men, well mounted, from Company A, 500 yards’ on 
tke extreme right ; 5 mounted sentinels at the respective distances of 
100 yards each, reaching back to the head of the column : 20 scouts 
eaeh on the right and left flanks, to march in line with head of column, 
with instructions to allow no. one to pass forward or ahead of the 
column. Hms we moved forward, feeling our way, without any inci- 
dent worthy of note until 11.30 o’clock a. m. On our arrival at Alex- 
ander Berry s, 5 miles southeast of this place, I there learned that there 
was no doubt but Linn Creek was occupied with rebel forces, and rumor 
saul 200, -who had arrived the day before. I at once resolved to strike 
them with all the available force I had, leaving out the skirmishers and 
snmcient force to cover the front of the Thirteenth Illinois Regiment 
out then ip my immediate rear. I immediately sent forward two scouts 
in citizens^ dress to go into the town, take observation, and report to me 
1 mile out before I arrived. Then called out Company D (Captain 
Crockett), myself taking the right, and ordered a descent upon the 
U i 1U doi J ble m ( j ul « k - Arriving at the point to meet the scouts, I 
called a halt. Their not returning led me to suppose they were de- 
tained. I soon learned however, from a lady just from town, that 

Turi umS ^ company of secesli rebels, commanded by the notorious 
Bill Roberts, then in town : also, that the notorious sheriff (Mr. Cum- 
mings) was at home. I at once made the preliminaries, and ordered a 
double-quick march, with instructions to arrest the whole camp and all 

wifr nwi 1 - 11 town \ arr J v cd at 1 o’clock, and at once surrounded the 
whole thing, and demanded an unconditional surrender. The noto- 
r ™l cjldam and a few of his followers, as well as his wife, broke from 
? /i th budd mgs, fired on my troops, and attempted to escape. I 
promptly ordered them tired on, which was promptly executed. Some 
hfty random shots were fired, but owing to the fences, buildings, and 
other means of cover none were killed, and but one slightly wounded 
on the rebel side. None killed or wounded of my troops. 'The scene 

tTeiWof S’ Z aCt S ity of the , cavalry guarding tlie avenues of 
the place, an cstmg the citizens, and the rebels running to and fro: the 

screams of secesli wives, daughters, and children; the firing from both 

lnok IS S om S e bhlffs on ^ther side, made the Whole thing 

look somewhat frantic. However, at the end of thirty minutes we had 
the town restored to its usual quiet, and the secesh under guard. Every 

Sv<; r 0 + 0n i pany D bebaved welL Captain Crockett and Lieutenant 
Iln fiy executed every order with promptness and bravery. The men, 
without exception, acquitted themselves to my entire satisfaction. 

9 ° Sult of op 1 • dc I s 9 ent ? vas as f o p ows: Prisoners, 37; horses, 5; 

holster-pistols, 2; 1 keg powder; £ bushel of bul- 
lets, as well as the peaceable possession of the town. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

__ CLARK WEIGHT, 

Mayor, Commanding Fremont Battalion Cavalry. 
Acting Brig. Gen. Wyman, Commanding. 
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OCTOBER 14, 1861. — Skirmish at Underwood’s Farm, near Bird’s Point, Mo. 


REPORTS. 

No. 1.— Col. W. H. L. Wallace, Eleventh Illinois Infantry. 

No. 2. — Lieut. S. P. Tufts, First Illinois Cavalry. 

No. 3. — Capt. F. A. Montgomery, Company A, First Battalion Mississippi Cavalry. 

No. 1. 

Reports of Col. W. H. L. Wallace , Eleventh Illinois Infantry. 

Bird’s Point, Mo., October 14, 1861. 
Sir : I sent a party of 25 ca valry, under Lieutenant Tufts, of Captain 
Noleman’s company,, down on the Bushes Bidge road this forenoon, to 
observe whether the enemy were making any movements in this direc- 
tion. About 2 o’clock this afternoon they came in collision with some 
100 of the enemy’s cavalry. After tiring some eight rounds, Lieutenant 
Tufts observed that the enemy were making an effort to out Hank him 
and cut off his retreat. He then fell back, the enemy pursuing him 
about a mile. One of his men, a private in Captain Noleman’s company, 
was killed, another severely wounded ; one horse killed and several 
wounded. Lieutenant Tufts’ horse was shot under him. I have sent 
out a party of 60 cavalry, under Captain Stewart, on the Bushes Bidge 
road, and Captain Pfaff, with- 30 cavalry, to Norfolk. I will send yon a 
more detailed account as soon as I can collect all the particulars. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. L. WALLACE, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

General Grant, Cairo. 


Headquarters, 

Bird’s Point , October 15, 1861. 

General : On yesterday morning I sent Lieutenant Tufts, of Captain 
Noleinan’s cavalry, with 25 men of that company, southward on the. 
Bushes Bidge road, to observe whether the. enemy were making any 
movements in that direction. About 2 o’clock p. m., when about 9 
miles from this point, they were attacked by a body of about 100 Mis- 
sissippi Mounted Bifles or cavalry, armed with Maynard carbines, and 
after a sharp contest Lieutenant Tafts withdrew his party in good order. 

I inclose herewith Lieutenant Tufts’ report. He acted with great 
coolness, prudence, and courage, and both he and the men under him 
are entitled to high commendation for their conduct. Lieutenant Tufts 
had his horse shot, and Corporal Fletcher, who was severely wounded, 
has since died of his wound. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. L. WALLACE, 

Colonel, Commanding Forces at Bird’s Point , Mo. 

Brig. Gen. XT. S. Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri , Cairo. 
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No. 2. 


Report of Lieut S. P. Tufts, First Illinois Cavalry. 

Camp. Lyon, Bird’s Point, Mo., October 15, 1861. 
/n Sn J Pursuant; to orders, I proceeded, witli 26 men of my company 
(Captain Noleman’s Geutralia Cavalry), on a scout out upon the Bushes 
Bulge road, taking a direction towards the Beckwith farm. When 
about J miles out, and about 2 o’clock p. m., met a body of armed 
mounted rebels, about 100 strong, supposed to be Mississippi or Ten- 
nessee Mounted Bides, armed with breech-loading rifles and revolvers, 
ivly advance guard, after giving the usual signal (the enemy continuing' 
to advance), discharged their carbines and fell back upon the column. 

c wer e moving down the road through a clearing - , the enemv being in 
the timber. I immediately ordered the advance, and advanced into the 
open timber, taking a position within 180 yards of where the enemy were 
forming, and engaged the enemy, who were partly concealed by dense 
underbrush and heavy timber. The enemy poured a rapid fire upon our 
ranks, and made every exertion to outflank us. We maintained our 
position nntilwe were nearly surrounded and our ammunition almost 
exhausted, We then retired, the enemy following close upon our rear 
and engaged my rear guard for about U miles, when the enemy re- 
treated. W e brought our wound©! 1 men and horses off of the field, with 
the exception of Corporal H. H. Fletcher, Iiis horse, equipments, and 
aims. Corporal Fletcher was shot in the temple, some distance in ad- 
vance of our line, and supposed to be instantly killed. He was after- 
wan is discovered still living by Dr. Baker, residing in the vicinity, and 
by him removed to his residence. Private Louis Krenyhoff received a 
flesh wound m the arm, the ball passing across the chest and lodging 
inside the shirt. Several others received slight scratches from shattered 
bal J s - Worses of Privates J. Copeland, S. T. Maxy, W. Hutter, 
and B. T. Amadan were mortally wounded and left on the road. Seven 
oflici hoises weie wounded more or less seriously. The enemv oil their 
retreat stripped Corporal Fletcher of his arms and spurs. Two others 
lost their carbines. The loss of the enemy, as near as could be ascer- 
tained, was f loin 0 to 10 men either killed or seriously wounded includ- 
mg the officer in command. Of their horses one was left dead upon the 
lie I(i and o tlicrs tnlvdi o££ evidently "wounded. My men deserve frreo/fc 
praise for tlie coolness, bravery, and implicit obedience to my commands 
exhibited throughout the engagement, several of whom stood firmly, 
receiving the fire of the enemy, with but one shot held in reserve, and 
awaiting my orders. They retired in as good order as circumstances 
would permit, the rear guard contesting their ground nobly. 

Bespectfully, &e., 

S. P. TUFTS, 

Lieutenant , Commanding Expedition. 

Col. W. H. L. Wallace, Commanding. 


No. 3. 

Report of Cap t. F. A., Montgomery , Company A, First Lattalion Mississippi 

Cavalry. 

Camp Johnston, Mo., October 15, 1861 . 
Sir : I have the honor to report that on yesterday, after having dis- 
charged the duty assigned me of guarding the roads leading to Hunter’s 
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farm, while your wagons were being loaded with hay at that place, I 
proceeded, by permission of Lieutenant-Oolonel Grayson, who was in 
command of the expedition, on a scout towards Norfolk, for the purpose 
of learning whether the enemy had again occupied that place. I had 
with me Lieutenant Lobdell, of my company, and 31 men. I went up 
the river within 3 miles of Norfolk without seeing any recent signs of 
the enemy’s presence. I then took a road leading from the river to 
Bushes Bidge, and thence to Bird’s Point. About one-half mile from 
the river I discovered abundant signs that the enemy’s cavalry were 
in the habit of frequenting the road to that point. After proceeding 
about 1 mile farther my advance guard discovered them approaching, 
when they fired and fell back on the company, which I had formed in 
single rank to receive the enemy, who came forward at a full run, 
evidently expecting a general stampede on our part. Upon seeing my 
line they halted under cover of the woods and at the distance of 150 
to 200 yards from me, when I ordered a fire, which they immediately 
returned. The firing was very spirited on both sides for about ten 
minutes. I fired an average of about ten rounds to the man with the 
Maynard rifles, and they fired about an equal number. None of our 
men were killed and only 1 wounded — Henry H. Smith, who had his 
right arm broken after having fired several shots. I had one horse killed 
on the ground, two others mortally wounded, and several slightly 
wounded. The enemy numbered, I think, not less than 50 ; and from 
the coolness which they displayed, their arms, and uniform, I think 
must have been United States dragoons. They left one man — a non- 
commissioned officer — on the ground, shot through the head, whose 
arms I brought off with me. They were plainly seen during the fight 
to send off several who were badly wounded, and, as I learned from a 
citizen who lived on the road near the scene of action, many were 
bleeding profusely as they passed him, some being supported on their 
horses. They also took from him his horse, to replace one which had 
been killed. I did not pursue them, fearing, with my small force, to 
be drawn into an ambuscade. 

The non-commissioned officers and soldiers of my company displayed 
the greatest bravery, many of them being without cover during the 
fight, some dismounting in the thickest of it In order to fire with better 
aim. 

■When all behaved so well it would be invidious to mention any by 
name; but I would mention particularly Lieutenant Lobdell, who was 
continually exposed, and displayed great coolness, having his horse 
wounded. Mr. Watson, of the Watson Battery, who accompanied me, 
and Dr. Boss, of Bolivar County, Mississippi, who has been attached 
to my company since its formation, doing duty always as a soldier, 
without pay, and at his own expense, both behaved with the greatest 
bravery, firing shot for shot with the enemy. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. A. MONTGOMEBY, 

Cap. Bolivar Troops , Co. A, First Bat. Miss. Cavalry. 

Col. J. C. Tappan. 
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OCTOBER 16, 1861 — Skirmish near Linn Creek, Mo. 

Report of Mat}. Clark Wright , Fremont Battalion of Missouri Cavalry. 

Headquarters Gamp MoOeurg [Mo.], 

October 17, 1861. 

General: At 4.30 o’clock p. m. one of my men came into camp and 
reported one corn team and two of my men captured by secesli, himself 
escaping to bring in the news only by his superior strength. I imme- 
diately ordered Lieutenant Kirby, with 15 men, to follow the rebels, 
and engage them at all hazards, and if possible retake our men. I also 
detailed Captain Crockett with 15 others to flank them on the right 

rjif°fT 1)e Cllt oii re 1 tr ^ t ’ aild ei) g' :l 8' e them until I could come 
up with the reserve. I asked Major Bowen for one company to form 
a reserve, which request the major granted, and responded so promptly 
at the head of the reserve, I Lastly set out for the field. On my arrival 
there 1 found that Lieutenant Kirby had overtaken and engaged 
4o rebels, dispersing them in all directions, releasing our team and 

drivin £ the enemy 5 miles from the 
point of attack, killing o rebels (found), wounded 1 severely (captain), 

esca,ped > Weethiigq capturing 1 horse, 2 saddled, and 
guns. Our loss none [killed]; wounded, 1 slightly. 

1 he whole party under Lieutenant Kirby acted promptly and bravely. 

° f t lGII i' 1 ' )I ’® m P tne 8s, only seven minutes elapsed from the 
lcceipt of the news by the courier until the lieutenant with 15 men and 
orders were filing around the point of bluff to charge the enemy. I 
desire to call your especial attention to Lieutenant Kirby, who at all 

e ? erget i?’ and l) , ravo > and ever at his post. I append 
<i list of killed, so far as they are known to ine: 

Trvrrwi 1 - 11 a I ^ ld % lo ?P allaa Oouuty, belongs to Jones’ com- 
K m ? Lieut. Fountain Maysfield, Dallas County; Carmelite 
I leader Murlme, Dallas County; 3 others unknown! Severely 
wounded, George Miller, Dallas County, school commissioner. y 

1 llave tllc 1101101 10 be ’ very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

„ r . „ . CLARK WRIGHT, 

Major, Commanding Fremont Battalion of Cavalry. 
Acting Brigadier-General Wyman. 


OCTOBEE 16, 1861 — Descent on Lexington, Mo., by U. S. Troops. 

Report of Maj. Frank J. White, A. B. C., commanding First Squadron 

Prairie Scouts. 

Camp Lookout, 

. _ Quincy, Mo., October 24, 1861. 

On the 5th instant I received your orders to organize a scouting cav- 
alry squadron for special service, and organized one by making the fol- 
kwmg details: Company L First Missouri Cavalry, Capt. Charles 
Fairbanks, On men ; Company C, First Missouri Cavalry, Capt. P. Kehoe, 
d men ; the Irish Dragoons, independent, 51 men. We left Jefferson 
i y on the 5th instant, and after a severe march reached Georgetown, 
our men m good condition, on the afternoon of the 8th. Our horses be- 
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mg all unshod, and consequently unfit for travel, we procured a few 
shoes and a quantity of old iron, called for blacksmiths from our ranks, 
took possession of two unoccupied blacksmiths’ shops, and in five days 
shod our horses and mules, 232 in number. 

Our scanty supply of ammunition having been destroyed by the rain, 
and having two small bullet-molds in our possession, we procured lead 
and powder, and turning a carpenter’s shop into a manufactory, made 
3,000 cartridges for our revolving rifles. 

On the 15th instant Colonel JBLovey, commanding at Georgetown, re- 
ceived a dispatch from Lexington, stating that a valuable baggage train 
had left the vicinity of Lexington destined for Price’s rebel army; also a 
private dispatch from Colonel White, stating that if he and his fellow- 
prisoners were not relieved within twenty-four hours they would be assas- 
sinated by the rebel marauders infesting Lexington. As Colonel Hovey’s 
command was under marching orders ? and therefore could not go to 
their relief, my command volunteered for the service, and Colonel Eads, 
of Georgetown, tendered me 70 men from his regiment. Accompanied 
by Colonel Eads, I started at 9 p. m. on the 15th instant, my whole force 
being 220 strong. By a severe forced march of nearly 60 miles we 
reached Lexington early the following morning, drove in the rebel 
pickets without loss, and took possession of the town. We made from 
00 to 70 prisoners, 00 stand of arms, 25 horses, 2 steam ferry-boats, a 
quantity of flour and provisions, a large rebel flag, and other articles of 
less value. The rebels lied in every direction. 

The steamer Sioux City arrived at Lexington the following morning, 
and was seized by us. Our first care was to rescue our fellow-soldiers 
captured at Lexington by Price, viz, Colonel White, Colonel Grover, 
and some 12 or 15 others. We placed them on board the Sioux City 
with a guard, and dispatched them to Saint Louis. After administer- 
ing the oath of allegiance to our prisoners we released them. As the 
rebels were recovering from their alarm, and beginning to surround us 
in force, we evacuated Lexington, after holding it thirty-six hours. 
As soon as the rebels were satisfied of our departure they attacked our 
deserted camp with great energy. 

We then proceeded to Warrensburg, making a few captures on our 
route. The evening of our arrival at Warrensburg we easily repulsed 
a slight attack, and by threatening to burn the town if again attacked, 
remained two days unmolested. We next proceeded to Warsaw, and 
are now on our route to Stockton. 


Among the interesting^ articles taken at Lexington were Price’s am- 
bulance, Colonel Mulligan’s saddle, and the flag I have the pleasure of 
sending you. 

I have no casualties to report, and my men are all in good health, 
anxious for further service. I cannot commend in too high terms the 


faithfulness and courage of the officers and men detailed on this service 
from Colonel Ellis’ First Missouri Cavalry, and the Irish Dragoons, com- 
manded by Captain Laughton. 

Very respectfully, 

FRAILK J. WHITE, 

Maj. and A, D. O., Comdg. First Squadron Prairie Scouts. 


Major-General ErAmont. 
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OCTOBER 18, 1861 — Reconnaissance down the Mississippi River. 

REPORTS. 

No. I.— Brig. Gen. IJ. S. Grant, U. S. Army. 

No. 2. — Commander H. Walke, U. S. Navy. 

No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen.' XT. S. Grant, XT. S. Army. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, October 18, 18G1. 

Captain : By a secret agent sent by me to Columbus and New Madrid 
? " av ® confirmation of tlie report that Hardee, with about 5,000 men, has 
joined Buclmer. llie same agent reports that Jell Thompson went 
north to join his force with Lowe’s, and attack Ironton. At Columbus 
a new casemate battery lias been erected, a new 84-pounder rifled gun 
brought to the upper end of the city, and a chain brought up to throw 
across tlie river to obstruct navigation. In view of these facts I ordered 
a reconnaissance with gun-boat to-day. Inclosed I send you report of 
the commander [No. 2]. 1 

Whilst at New Madrid the same agent learned from General Watkins 
and others that the steamers Arago and Lake City are regularly in the 
employ of the South. Passengers, packages, and everything 'wanted 
booth are sent aboard by Saint Louis agents, received without the 
authority of the provost-marshal or collector, shipped to Price’s Land- 
mg, and there meet agents to conduct them to their -destination. I 
would lecom mend that all boats other than those owned or chartered by 
Government be prohibited from navigating below Saint Louis. Let 
those be authorized to carry all legal freights, mails, passengers, &c., 
and Government receive the benefit. ’ ’ 

In my report of last evening I expressed the desire to be allowed to 
visit b amt Louis and Springfield on business connected with this com- 
mand. I now withdraw the request. The journey could not be per- 
formed, leading any time for the transaction of business, under four 
clays. 1 do not deem it prudent to be absent for this length of time. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Oapt. Cjhauncey McKeever, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Western Dept., Saint Louis , Mo. 


No. 2. 

Report of Commander H. WalJce, XT. & Navy. 

IT. S. Gunboat Tyler, 

Cairo , III ., October 18, 1861. 

General : Agreeably to your verbal instructions of this morning, I 
pioceeded down the Mississippi to reconnoiter. When near the Iron 
Bank I threw a shell over the opposite point, rounded to, threw one 
shell each m Beckwith’s and Hunter’s corn fields. Could not discover 
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any indication of tlie presence of the rebels or any change of position 
on their part since oar last reconnaissance. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WALKE, 
Commander , JJ. S. Navy. 

General Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri , Cairo , III. 


OCTOBER 25, 1861.— Action at Springfield, Mo. 

REPORTS, ETC. 

No. 1.— Maj. Gon. Jolm C. Fr&nout, U. S. Army, witli congratulatory orders. 

No. 2.— Maj. Charles Zagonyi, Frdmont’s Body-Guard. 

No. 3.— Capt. Patrick Naugkton, Irish (Missouri) Dragoons. 

No. 1. 

Report of Maj. Gen. John C. NrSmont, JJ. S. Army, with congratulatory 

orders. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Springfield, Mo., October 27, 1861. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived at this place this 
evening with General Si-gels division as the advanced corps, and also 
with Major Holman’s Battalion Sharpshooters and Colonel Marshall’s 
Benton Cadets. The enemy had been effectually cleared out of the 
town, in numbers from 1,500 to 2,000, by the cavalry force under Major 
Zagonyi, sent out two days since. Major Zagonyi’s report of his affair 
in detail has not yet been presented, with his statement of killed and 
wounded. It will be forwarded as soon as received. From all accounts 
the enemy have pushed on to join General Price’s forces, understood to 
be at Neosho, some 75 or 80 miles to the southwest. General McCul- 
loch, it is reported, is at Camp Walker, in the northwest corner of 
Arkansas. I shall proceed to clear the State entirely of the enemy, and 
my further operations will then be determined by the movements and 
condition of the enemy. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

J. C. PBEMONT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

Adjutant- General of the Army, Washington, D. C. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Yost's Station, Mo., October 26, 1861. 

Captain : I inclose herewith copy of an order issued this morning 
an nouncing the handsome and bold service of the Body-Guard, under 
Major Zagonyi, at Springfield. The reports by reliable scouts were 
that there were, three days ago, but 300 of the rebel force in Springfield; 
they appear to have been meanwhile swelled to the strength reported 
by Major Zagonvi, probably by accessions of other bands from the direc- 
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“““““d'Dg general, regarding tills as an exam- 
pie of valor too brilliant to be passed over cursorily? directs that, vnn 

Softel^smStaI ftIie ° rder her6With t0 the War department, with let- 

liim^ohnnJ 0 ! c?f gouyi ! s } 50 ^ the Guard, Major White Lad joined 
him with about ISO mounted men, and orders had been sent to Colonel 

to co onetah^wb-h ^ i] ° r ^ battalion of rangers from Avis Plains, 

celeritv wi h w'l y la ‘ °. fclier ^Positions of Wright’s men, and the 
- Zagonyi moved, prevented immediate junction with 
Springfidd* 4 dlV1S1 ° n aUd lorce at ketidquarters move in now to occupy 

Bespectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Capt. Oitauncey McKeever, A ' A ’ A ‘ 

A. A. G., Saint Louis , Jib. 

flnclosuro.] 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Yost’s Station, Mo., October 20, 1801. 

th?Ln™ e wf f th %”l commanding, tlie following dispatches from 
the bi avo Major Zagon.yi are published, that all may know liow much 

and ‘good comlucrX-* ““ 0OTm ‘ ty may bo :l «c» m Plished by discipline 

Eight Milks from Springfield, 

n rMrnir October 25, 1801 — 11,30 a. in. 

ini?. -' , e mformation on which X can rely is that Wednesday evenin'-- 1 GOO 

moS I mal-ch Iir wif i 6 . m /w • i at , I>i ; os T out th ? ro avo not less than 1,800 or l.'oOO 
ior ' VJ,1 ‘l> illK l will try what I can do. At the 'same timo I would be 

thoSr VniaT' shoul iThiwW C ? U (1 + c T° aft er mo. Should I be successful, I need 

jfess? 1 “° mo to,-pa *° fal1 b “ lovi ‘ li m - v wom - 

With high respect, 

CI-IAS. ZAGONYI, 

Major-General Fremont, Commanding. Maj ° r> Co,nmandin 0 Body-Guard. 

Five Miles of Bolivar, 

t October 20, 1-ffil — 1 a. m. 

SnSifopw^ afternoon at 4 o’clock I met in 

They %avo ! ! ol , 1 i lie robels 111 thoir camp, formed in lino of battle. 

*?.° a % er Y waria leception— warmer than I expected. But vour Guard 
one feeling, made a charge, and in less than 3 minutes the 2 000 or 2 200 men 

fectTy^of eve^^ tlie Unimrflag^oii^xio wurt-lmuse^ 

“ bl ° ‘° t661> 44 ' rith 1M **» 

nfrn.AR 0 W S enera b to make you acquainted with the behavior of the soldiers and 
officers. I have seen charges, but such brilliant unanimity and bravery I have never 
t W,,? 11 ' 1 n °? ° X l 3ect lfc ‘ }' hc \ T war CI A “ Frdmont and the Union,” broke forth as 

all. 1 40 lemain «* floM -’Hh them 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

CI-IAS. ZAGONYI, 

Major-General FrAuont. Maj ° r ’ Command ' m U Body-Guard. 

By order of Major-General Fr6mont : 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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m. 2. 

Eeport of Maj. Charles Zagonyi , Fremont's Body-Guard 

Springfield, October 28, 1861. 

Sir: According to the order of Major-General Fremont, I left the 
camp south of Pomine de Terre River on Thursday, the 21th instant, 
at 8.30 p. m., and proceeded towards Springfield. About 8 miles from 
that place I captured five men belonging to picket guard and foraging 
parties. A sixth escaped and gave the alarm to the rebels. I reached 
Springfield, a distance of 51 miles, at 3 p. m. on the 25th. .Knowing 
that the enemy was apprised of our coming, I made a detour of 5 miles, 
to attack from another side $ but instead of finding the enemy in their 
old camp, I came suddenly upon them, drawn up in line of battle, 
as I emerged from a wood near the Mount Yernon road. The place was 
too confined lor me to form my men. I had to pass 250 yards down a. lane 
and take down a rail fence at the end of it, form in their camp, and make 
the first charge. My men belonging to the Body-Guard amounted to 
150, and were exposed from the moment we entered the lane to a mur- 
derous cross-fire. Our first charge was completely successful. Half of 
my command charged upon the infantry and the remainder upon the cav- 
alry, breaking their line at every point. The infantry retired into a thick 
wood, where it was impossible to follow them. The cavalry fled in all 
directions through the town. I rallied, and charged through the streets 
in all directions about twenty times, clearing the town and neighborhood, 
returning at last to the court-house, where I raised the flag of one of my 
companies, liberated the prisoners, and united my men, which now 
amounted to 70, the rest being scattered or lost. As it was nearly dark 
I retired, in order not to run the risk of sacrificing the remainder of my 
men, who were exhausted with the labors of the march and the battle. 
Twenty men, with a corporal, who were without horses, took possession 
of the town, collected the wounded and placed them in the hospital, 
picked up the dead, ordered out the Home Guard, and preserved order 
throughout the next day. 

On the 27th, at 5 o’clock a. m., I arrived again in the city, and from 
the statements of citizens, scouts, and prisoners (the latter being Union 
soldiers placed in front of the enemy’s ranks to be shot at), I ascertained 
that the rebel strength, as arrayed to receive our first charge, was 2,100 
men. They had concentrated all the forces in the city to receive us. 
From the beginning to the end the Body-Guard behaved with the most 
unparalleled bravery and coolness. I have seen battles and cavalry 
charges before, but I never imagined that a body of men could endure 
and accomplish so much in the face of such a fearful disadvantage. At 
the cry of “Fremont and the Union,” which was raised at every charge, 
they dashed forward repeatedly in perfect order and with resistless 
energy. Many of my officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
had three or even four horses killed under them, capturing new ones 
from the enemy. I cannot mention any names without doing great in- 
justice to my command. Many performed acts of heroism. FFot one 
but did his whole duty. 

Our loss is as follows : 

Killed— Corporals, 6; privates, 9. Wounded— Officers, 4; non-com- 
missioned officers, 7; privates, 16. Missing— Sergeant, 1; Corporal 1, 
privates, 8. Total loss, 52. 


See also inclosures to No. 1. 
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The loss of the enemy in killed alone, from the statement of citizens 
scouts, and prisoners, was at least 10G. How many wounded have since 
died I have no means of knowing, as they removed them in thl nigh? 
rn«?rri Va8 w S + ^ ot their dead were buried by the Body- 
I f S01ierS 1 ’ f 4 !, 040 iu S° ld > and ap out GO stand of 
tU \l s \ 1 5j£ 0 ™ 1 sewl y° u a detailed account of our loss, with names.* 
Major White s command left me at the beginning of the action and 
before my lirst charge, and I saw no more of them until the next day 
at 10 o clock. Captain Naughton and Lieutenant Conolly, who followed 
part way down the lane, were both wounded, the latter mortally, where- 
upon their company turned and foUowed the other two in spite of the 

beSthl Mmsolf was made i prisoner 

beioic the battle, and placed with others in the enemy’s front rank, but 
escaped, unin j ured. ' 

i,nll» C S.?. 1 " Si0n ’ 1 beg , to u i se the “<*essity of now clothing, arms, and' 
tol ™y command. Forty-five horses are killed oriuitttted for use. 

so rid lied’ ™S°y a n\ 8 ’ ant l e V ra olo , tlies can ' iecl iu the haversacks are 

damaged\>y I the'enem^’ , Tbullete. ,18e * <>SS ' EW ° lTC1 ' S ab ° SeriousIy 

Very respectfully, 

OHAS. ZAGONYI, 

Commanding Body-Guard. 

Col. J. H. Eaton, Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen., Springfield. 


No. 3. 


Report of Capt. P. Naughton, commanding u Irish Dragoons .” 

Saint Louis, Mo., December 18, 1861. 
General: In accordance with the privilege granted me of making 
a personal report to your headquarters of the part taken by my coni- 

fullj re^sefS^ Spr “ SMd tte 25th of Ootob6r 1 res Pect- 

Za?mn^ r0SS in ^ us4ice Pas Peen done my company in the report of Major 

2d. That this injustice, after several solicitations ou my part, and a 
forbearance extending even several weeks, has not been atoned for in 
any even the slightest manner. 

in iVT? r n° f i my firSt ac ? l l satioa against Major Zagonyi consists in 
this. That, from a personal knowledge, he was aware of a portion of 

d 3ein ^' conuecte d with his own in the charge on and pur- 
s ™ 4 4Pe GLiem y s cavalry; that from information drawn from his 
officers he was cognizant of the participation of the rest of my company, 
assisted by some dismounted Body-Guards, in three successive assaults 
e7 ?®5?y S f a,n T’ and 4i \ a4 Laving confessed this much in the pres- 
? C .r? f +1 dlff ^ rent o4dcers of hls command, he deliberately withheld all 
ci edit therefor, and even perverted a temporary and purely accidental 
connection with Major White’s command, so that the public might con- 
clude my company— as stated, whether truly or not, of Major White’s— 
was not in the light. 

+nn he rn r< l 0f °S s 6 C0ud accusation against Major Zagonyi consists in 
Hus. That with the knowledge of the untruth implied in his report, and 
knowing by letter and otherwise from me how g’rievously we felt 


* Not found. 
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the impropriety of any stigma being attached to us on account of others 7 
default, he nevertheless studiously avoided, except by word of mouth, 
any retraction or any written evidence of his inconsiderate and evidently 
egotistical announcement of the affair at Springfield. 

I leave it to your judgment, general, whether or not, under these cir- 
cumstances, I should forbear to characterize his conduct as it appears 
to deserve. ' So far from Major Zagonyi’s command being the only one 
engaged at Springfield, it was proved in the court of inquiry (called 
for, but of which the full report* never saw the light) that the dragoon s 
were the second in the order of time into the field, and were the last to 
leave it. It was also proved to that court’s satisfaction that the major 
gave no orders, either to his men or Major White’s command, and con- 
sequently that the conduct of the dragoons in engaging the infantry of 
the enemy almost single handed, after his cavalry had been detached 
and was in the road to Springfield, was purely a voluntary, and, there- 
fore, whether wise' or not, no cowardly choice of alternatives. 

It was proved, finally, that if Major Zagonyi could not recognize us 
as being in the field, he could count our, dead and wounded as his own, 
barely leaving us a dozen or so as testimony to our presence and the 
aim of the enemy. 

For reasons personal to Major Zagonyi all these facts were suppressed 
from publication, aud the want of generosity shown by that officer has 
been allowed to take form in the general misconception of the public in 
our regard. . ... 

I beg, general, while apologizing for this personal explanation, which 
you have been kind enough to permit, to append the report* sent by me, 
shortly after the affair of Springfield, to ray colonel, and also a copy of 
a letter in reference to this subject to Major Zagonyi. Hoping these 
documents transmitted will assist to do that justice to my men which I 


really believe they deserve, 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

’ 7 P. NAUGHTON, 

Captain Irish Dragoons , Twenty -third Illinois Volunteers. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, . 

Commanding Degf i of the West , Hdgrs. 8aint Louis , Mo. 


[Incloaure.J 

Saint Louis, Mo., November 12, 1801. 

Sir: I have waited with a very natural impatience for your twice- 
promised amende of the manner in which the services ot the Irish Dra- 
goons in the late charge at Springfield have been ignored.. Not seeing 
any publication calculated to do them justice, and feeling that they 
should not be unjustly debarred from whatever merit they may have 
deserved and you confess to belong to them, not even tor the L°dy- 
Guard, I now ask you very earnestly to fulfill your promise. For myselt 
I have nothing to ask ; for them, and more particularly for the sake of 
the brigade to which they belong, I not only ask but demand equal and 
exact justice. A soldier yourself', you can appreciate my anxiety for the 
good fame of my command. W ounded as I am, y ou can only be the more 
willing to render further requests and other proceedings unnecessary. 

I remain, sir, yours, &c., p LAUGHTON, 

Captain , Irish Brigade. 

Major Zagonyi. 

* Not found. 
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OCTOBER 28, 1861.— Expedition to Fulton, Mo. 

Repwt of Brig. Gen. Chester Harding, jr., Missouri State Militia. 

oj -j-j. , ■ . Hermann, October 31, 1861. 

biR: Having ascertained that a considerable force of rebels had en- 
camped about 8 miles north of Fulton, Callaway County that Mu ir 
number was increasing, and that they designed an attack' unon 
one of the important bridges on the 

duty to cross the river and disperse them. Accordin <dv (UO men foi r ,I 
^om Morton’s Independent Ohio Kegiment, and the Tenth Regiment 
Missouri Volunteers, with a section of artillery with two field piece? 

a bon t from C T^ a,ke m am at t hi ? point an(1 proceed to Medora, where 
< boat from Jefterson City was to be in readiness to transport them over 

hint- ri Jn, 1 ’ • P i le ex h^d i ti° n was to have crossed at midnight on the 27th 

“ at Ruinl tra . n8por / atioiD prevented us from land! 

at burnt Aubert s before Sunday afternoon (28th). At Medore T 

J^S^son th^boTd 1,61 !! 88 “ d SOm « f Ms A who hadcome 
the command The h Ft* accom P a ™d us, but declined to take 
of the 271b nrd 3! h ? d been under arms since 10 o’clock p. m. 
Aubert’s ’ allowed them to rest fop a few hours at Saint 

JJ p * m< . 011 the 28th we marched, and reached Fulton, 18 miles dis- 
S' s "j nrl8e * 1 there learned that the rebels, anticipating an attack 
irn i i r 10 ? ederal . forc es, had made an arrangement with Brigadier-Gen- 
emutSwy leiSOn by f W llcl1 tbc ! y were allowed to disperse, and were ex- 
£ ?ip l arreSt lor their treasonable proceechngs. 
Gcneial Pientiss and I had a consultation with the few leading Union men 

I decided t0 the agreement 

I could not leave a garrison m the town to protect the loyal citizens from 

Wd wifi eU n 06 WlUCl1 the secessionis ts would have taken had we inter? 
cred with the persons or property of their leaders. I therefore returned 

swna&zs $ gi ™ <“ “ - — " 

au7 muff-hif >e Up W r hln 200 yartls of 0lir advance guard and fired 
Ifon TT 1 ^ 1S au in . dlcatl0u of the universal feeling there There are 
not 200 Union men in the county of Callaway. Althou-h w 5 
enenry,our visit has done some good. The rebels are fnflv nimm Vimf 

2L7toS£r“ movement against them the moment they 

lej , commanding the detachment of Ohio troops • Mni q a tt i 
commanding the Missouri Volunteers; and ^ SS 

mitted * propei ty, and no irregularities of any kind were com- 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 

n , _ Brigadier- General, Commanding District. 

Oapt. Chauncey McKeeter, 

A. A. G., Western Department, Saint Louis. 
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NOVEMBER 1-9, 1861. — Expedition from Rolla, Ho., against Freeman’s 

Forces. 

Report of Got G. M. Dodge , Fourth Iowa Infantry, with instructions to 

Colonel Greusel. 

Eolla, Mo., November 9, 1861. 

Captain : Having obtained reliable information of Freeman and bis 
forces, on Friday, November 1, 1 sent a detachment, consisting of 250 of 
Fourth Iowa, 180 of Thirty-sixth Illinois, and Wood’s Kansas Rangers, 
60 strong, under command of Colonel Greusel, Thirty-sixth Illinois, with 
instructions to fight Freeman or drive him and forces out of the coun- 
try ; and, after doing this, to divide the forces, sending the cavalry home 
by way of Salem, leaving the infantry, under command of Maj. W. E. 
English, Fourth Iowa, to capture all the property belonging to rebels in 
Freeman’s army, and report to these headquarters. 

The infantry arrived to-night, bringing in a large amount of property, 
stock, and several prominent rebel prisoners. They drove Freeman from 
Texas County, and Captain Wood, in command of cavalry, is still in 
pursuit of him. The amount of stock and property will amount to sev- 
eral thousand dollars, all of it good. 

The expedition has proved a success, and I think has rid this section 
of a thieving, murdering rebel force. 

I did not telegraph in relation to expedition, not considering it of 
that character that required speedy information to headquarters of de- 
partment. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. HODGE, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 

Capt. C. MoKeever, Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters Post, 
Rolla, Mo., November 4, 1861. 
Colonel Greusel, Commanding Southern Expedition : 

Colonel : If the men who are away from home are in the rebel army, 
or if their families cannot give a good account of themselves or their 
whereabouts, take their property, or that portion of it worth taking ; 
also their slaves. Be sure they are aiding the enemy, and then take 
all they have got. They have aided and abetted Freeman in all ways, 
and most of them are now in the rebel army. Ton had not been gone 
long before the enemy were signaled from this vicinity by firing and 
beacon lights. They could only guess your destination, as no one knew 
it except you and myself. 

Keep account of everything you take and who it is taken from. I 
think your idea is a good one about dividing your forces. Let the in- 
fantry, on returning, visit the Pineys and look out for affairs there. Be 
careful in taking contraband negroes that their owners are aiding the 
enemy. 

Your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 

Colonel , Commanding Post at Rolla, Mo. 
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NOVEMBER 2-12, 1861.— Expeditions from Bird’s Point, Cape Girardeau 
ancl Ironton, Mo., against Thompson’s (Confederate) Forces. 

REPORTS, ETC.* 

No. 1.— Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry, of expedition from Bird’s 
1 omt, with General Grant’s instructions to him. 

No. 2. Col. Nicholas Porczol, Tenth Iowa Infantry, of expedition from Cape Girar- 
deau, with General Grant’s instructions. 

No. 3.— Col. W. P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry, of expedition from Ironton. 
No. 4.— Brig. Gen. M. Jell. Thompson, Missouri State Guard, with instructions to his 
subordinates. 

No. 5. Col. Solon Borland, C. S. Army. 

No. 1. 

Report of Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Infantry, of expedition 
from Binds Fomt, with instructions from General Grant 

^ Bird’s Point, Mo., November 13 , 1801 . 

General : I have to report that upon receiving your order at 12 
o clock at night November 2, I immediately organized the expedition 
to move inland from this point and in the direction of the Saint Fran- 

£'° 18 . 1 i\ VC1 > °!\?* 0IKla £ 1 ! lormu 8' the forces, consisting of the Eight- 
eenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, commanded by Col. Michael K. Law- 
lei , the Twenty -ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, commanded by 
Col. James Bearden, and one section of Captain Schwartz’s light artii- 
Rry, commanded by Lieutenant Gumbart, from Brigadier- General 
McGlernand’s brigade, Cairo, 111., and the Eighth Regiment Illinois 

EWtS’ L - eut ‘ Frau T 1 5 L. Rhoads commanding; one battalion 
Eleventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Lieut. Col. T. E. G Ransom 
commanding; Captain Pfatt’s cavalry; and Captain Lan gen’s cavalry, 
Lieutenant Hausen commanding, and Captain Noleman’s Oentralia Cav- 
aby, Lieutenant Tufts commanding, were landed at Commerce, Mo. 
i-lie day was occupied in unloading supplies and arranging transporta- 
tion for the march. Bearing in mind your order to pursue the rebel 
forces under Jett. Thompson wherever they might be found, and to de- 
stroy the same it found, I marched directly for Bloomfield, Mo., at which 
liomt I was reliably informed the rebel forces were encamped. To avoid 
delay I moved the column directly towards the Nigger Wool Swamp, 
and crossed it and the swamp between it and Little Elver, at Stringer’s 
T erry, 7 miles m one day. To do this it became necessary to construct 
several bridges, and to cut out a new road in several places. The rebel 
pickets were met by my advance guard on the bridge over the lake in 
the swamp. A slight skirmish ensued. An effort was made by the 
rebels to burn the bridge. It was soon repaired, under the direction of 
Tlr. John M. I hipps, assistant surgeon of the Eighth Regiment. Ill the 
afternoon, Thursday, 7 miles from Bloomfield, I received a note from 
Colonel Perczel, of the Tenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers, informing me 
that he had taken possession of the town without resistance. The forces 
under General Thompson retreated in the direction of New Madrid on 
the night of the 6th instant. At Bloomfield I received your order to 
turn the column in the direction of New Madrid. I had already sent 
forward on the road towards New Madrid Colonel Perczel with his reg- 
iment about 6 miles, when Col. William H. L. Wallace came up with the 

* See also General Grant’s report (No. 1) of engagement at Belmont, Noy. 7, post, 
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remaining: companies of liis regiment, and took command of the Elev- 
enth Regiment in person. Through Colonel Wallace I received your 
verbal order to return to Bird’s Point. To avoid the terrible swamp in 
front of Bloomfield I returned by Cape Girardeau. Colonels Lawler 
and Bearden marched to Cape Girardeau in two days, the Eighth and 
Eleventh Illinois and Tenth Iowa following the nest day. The whole 
force arrived at Bird’s Point on Tuesday, the 12th, having’ marched over 
100 miles, and embarked and debarked twice, and traveled by water 85 
miles besides, in less than nine days. I detained the forces one day at 
Bloomfield out of the nine. 

The chief object of the expedition having failed, I have to inform you 
that the information derived about the country, and of the feelings of 
the inhabitants and the purposes of the rebellion, have fully compen- 
sated all the labor it has required. A more unhappy and deluded people 
I have never seen. Wherever the column moved consternation filled the 
whole community, and the fact that without regard to sex or age the 
whole people were not outraged and destroyed seemed to stupefy them. 

I have to report the wanton destruction of property in one or two 
instances, otherwise the march through the country was most exemplary 
and satisfactory. My orders were obeyed with cheerfulness and alac- 
rity. After four days I obtained forage from the people of the country 
for all the mules and horses. Four-fifths of the inhabitants are ready to 
return to the Union whenever the Government can assure them from 
punishment by the rebel army. The yoke of Jeff. Thompson is a heavy 
one, and the people are becoming disgusted at his arbitrary sway. The 
scrip lie has substituted for a good currency is totally worthless. His 
brutality in murdering in cold blood so many good citizens of Missouri, 
and suffering them to rot unburied in full view of the public, has met 
its just return in the horror with which lie and his whole command are 
beginning to be appreciated by the people of Southeastern Missouri. 
Respectfully, yours, 

R. J. OGLESBY, 

Colonel Eighth Begt. III. Yols ., Comclg. Expedition. 

Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

Oomdg. Diet. {Southeast Missouri , Cairo , III. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, November 2, 1801. 

Colonel : A dispatch just received requires me to send a force to the 
Saint FranQois River to destroy rebels congregated there. I have deter- 
mined to give you the command, and will require your regiment and three 
companies of cavalry from Bird’s Point to prepare for as early a move to- 
morrow as practicable. The balance of your command will be sent from 
this side of the river. You will require fourteen days’ rations and about 
four days’ forage. This latter article, being heavy, must be supplied by 
the country through which you pass. Thirty or thirty-five teams must 
he supplied from your side of the river, and to get them you will have to 
draw upon the regimental transportation of the whole command there. 

Detailed instructions will be drawn up for you before starting* 

H. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Col. Richard J. Oglesby, Bird’s Point, Mo. 

* See General Grant’s report of tlie engagement at Belmont, November 7, p. 267. 
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Ho. 2 . 

.Report of Got. Nicholas Perezel, Tenth Iowa Infantry, of expedition fh 
tape Girardeau , with instructions from General Grant 


om 


Camp Fremont, 

Gape Girardeau , Mo., November 12, 1801. 

Sir : In accordance with orders under date of November 6, 1801 , 1 
started with the detachment under the command of Colonel Ross, tak- 
ing with me the section of Campbell’s battery and a small body of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Murdoch’s cavalry as an advance guard. In the after- 
noon the advance guard saw a picket of the enemy, which retreated be- 
fore them. 

In the expectation of meeting the enemy I pushed forward in quick 
time, but found bpring Hill, where there was a camp of about 250 of 
Sj? w cavalry, deserted. I marched on till evening, and encamped 

this side ot the Castor River. l 

r. | hail most reliable information of Jeff. Thompson’s forces' in Bloom- 
fieid. He had 1,500 men, part of whom were cavalry, and three pieces 
of artillery. I was determined to attack him the next day. 

Officers and men seemed to he highly elated at the prospect of a fight, 
and would no doubt have done their duty. 1 

. ( °" tIlG morning of the 7th I received' a letter from Colonel Oglesby, 
informing me that he would be at Bloomfield with his forces between 3 
Jind 4 o’clock in the afternoon, and that he would wait for my arrival 
As I was at that time only 6 miles from Bloomfield, and hoping that 
Thompson might make a stand against my forces, I decided not to 
wait, hut to march forward. 

At the moment of starting my scouts brought in two citizens of 
Bloomfield, bearing a flag of truce; they tendered the submission of 
their town to the legal authorities and begged for protection. They 
reported that Thompson retreated the day previous toward Saint Luke. 
I then marched forward, arrived in Bloomfield at 10 o’clock a. in. took 
possession ol it and promised protection to the citizens upon condition 
of then good behavior. Unfortunately some disorders occurred. They 
were, however, speedily stopped by the appointment of a provost-mar- 

I encamped in the camp recently occupied by Jeff, Thompson, and 
immediately sent out scouts toward Saint Luke. At 3 o’clock iA the 
afternoon Colonel Oglesby arrived with only a company of cavalry. 

-'.I s P 1 ogress having been delayed by bad roads across the swamps, 
he did not expect to arrive with his troops before the next day. He 
left a troop of cavalry with me and returned to his forces at Castor 
Rivei. 1 sent patrols and scouting parties from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mui docks horse guard m the direction of the enemy, and protected the 
camp by sufficient outposts. 

At noon on the 8th Colonel Oglesby arrived with his forces, and gave 
me oideis to be in readiness to march in two hours. His first intention 
was to push after Thompson ; his second, to march toward Hew Mad- 
lid ; and his third, to march towards Belmont, across Higger 'Wool 
Swamp. He gave me orders to march in the last-named direction, prom- 
ising to follow the next morning. I marched out and encamped at 
Bessy’s Mill. 

In the night I received a letter from Colonel Oglesby, informing me 
that our friends had engaged the enemy at Belmont, and that they had 
been routed, and his determination to return to his detachment via* 
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Gape Girardeau. On this, I in the morning cut across the country and 
took the shortest route to return to my post On the road I met Colonel 
Oglesby, bound for this place. 

I stopped at Castor River for the night On the 10th I marched to 
White River, and on the 11th arrived at this place. Disappointed 
though we have been, yet from the spirit our soldiers have manifested 
in the prospect of a light, I may venture to prognosticate favorably for 
the future. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

N. PERCZEL, 

Colonel , Commanding [ Tenth Iowa Infantry]. 

Col. J. B. Plummer, Commanding Post. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III.. November 4, 1861. 

Col. J. B. Plummer, 

Commanding IF. S. Forces , Cage Girardeau , Mo. : 

In pursuance of directions from headquarters Western Department 
you will send out an expedition towards Bloomfield — the Tenth Iowa 
Volunteers. Send with them four days’ rations and four days’ forage. 
Caution the commanding officer of the expedition in your instructions 
that no marauding or foraging is to be allowed under any circumstances. 
Private houses are not to be entered against the will of the people, ex- 
cept in pursuance of orders of the commanding officer, and then only 
on business to carry out the object of the expedition. When it becomes 
necessary to have forage for the transportation trains it will be taken 
and vouchers given at a fair valuation and accounted for. On the re- 
turn of this regiment it will be ordered here, unless otherwise directed. 
You will also send to this place, as soon as practicable, so much of the 
engineer force as can be spared from your command. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


\ 

On Board Transport near Columbus, Ky., 

November 7, 1861. 

Col. J. B. Plummer : 

Yours of yesterday just received. When I gave directions for the 
expedition from Cape .Girardeau I expected the force from Bird’s Point 
to protect them from the south, and the whole to meet at Bloomfield, 
or be within striking distance. Requiring Colonel Oglesby’s command 
with me, however, I have sent a messenger after it to him in this direc- 
tion. This will leave your command wholly unprotected from this 
quarter; hence the necessity of having it stronger than first designed. 

Receiving a report from Colonel Ross but a few minutes after you 
left Cairo of the force he would take with him, and knowing that he 
had started the morning before you left, 1 felt that he was strong 
enough, and did not think of a portion of his command being with- 
drawn. I should have dispatched to you immediately to prevent the 
expedition from continuing as it was. You will restore the command 
to as near what it was as a due regard for the security of your own 
positiou will permit, and allow it to proceed as originally designed. 



^60 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. x. 

Cljiirgo tliom to keoi> scouts well to tlio south, aud if they a'et in mu-- 

ldmtn A^S^’rn! °0”j«»ction with the force from ironton chase 
Him to Aikansas. Jliey should not venture far, however, unsupported 

XT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


No. 3. 

Bcport of Col. William P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry , of expe- 
dition from Ironton. 

Headquarters Expedition to Indian Ford 

November 10, 1801. 

Captain: I liavo the honor to report that I arrived at this place yes- 
terday evening 70 miles from Ironton. On Tuesday last Thompson 
had withdrawn Ins detachment from this and other points in the neigh- 
borhood, and the same day tied from Bloomfield, which, I learn here 
B infs C p()l n t ^ n<3Xt ^ ^ oloilel Oglesby’s command from Cairo or 

Last night I sent my aide, Lieutenant Willett, and a detachment of 
cavalry, to communicate with the commanding officer at Bloomfield, hut 
on arriving within 3 miles of: town he met a messenger, who informed 
him that the troops there had been ordered to return to Bird’s Point 
m eon sequence of: , a fight at Belmont, that had been lost by our forces. 

find that it will be impracticable to follow up Thompson without 
making preparations for a long campaign. To this point it is possible 
loi wagons to come, though they retard our march greatly. But begin- 
ning here is a miry, swampy region, utterly ini practicable for baggage 
wagons. The country is now almost destitute of forage and provisions, 
the inhabitants living on corn bread and pork exclusively. During the 
remainder of this year, if Thompson should return, he can accomplish 
nothing but to devour what little remains. From all accounts he is 
( isg listed and dispirited, and his forces kept together only by fear of 
being arrested by us. - J 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. P. CARLIN, 

Oapt. O. McKeeveb, ' Colonel, Commanding.. 

Adjutant- General Western Department. 


No. 4. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson , Missouri State Guard , with in- 
structions to his subordinates. 

Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

Bloomfield , Mo., November 5, 1861—3 p. m. 

,, ^ ^ ave just been informed by a courier from Cape Girardeau 

that the enemy is advancing on this point in considerable force, and 
also from Commerce this way. The move must be a general one (if 
being made at all), from the fact that they moved also at Greenville last 
night with 300 cavalry, and I was just preparing to go that way when 
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I heard of the other moves. I will immediately put my command' in 
marching order, and move to meet one or other of the columns, I think 
the one corning here from Cape Girardeau. I cannot be cut off 5 but, if 
the report be true as to numbers, I may be driven southward towards 
the plank road, but will keep you constantly advised, so that you can 
take advantage of any false movement they may make. You can rest 
assured, if Fremont has whipped Price, this movement is a real one ; and 
if not, it is to cover greater ones. I hope there are post-horses from 
Little Bock to Price’s army, or the Federals will get four or five days’ 
advantage by telegraph. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 0. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 


Bloomfield, Mo., November 5, 1861— 8 p. m. 

Dear General : Another courier has arrived from Scott County, 
con firming the report from Cape Girardeau County. The last courier 
says 3,500 men landed at Commerce yesterday at 11 o’clock a. m., and 
camped last night at Benton. No other couriers have yet arrived, but 
these couriers from diff erent directions confirming the report have forced 
me to prepare for action. I have issued orders disposing of my forces 
for a defense of this position, but as the troops from Cape Girardeau 
will have to cross no swamp to get here, their numbers may overwhelm 
me, and force me southward. If there is no possible chance to whip 
them, I may forego the pleasure of fighting them for the purpose of try- 
ing to save this county, which has always been very true to us, and may 
be sacked entirely if I should kill many of their men. The reports of 
the night and morning will determine me. 

Should they move a large force down this ridge, Columbus is turned, 
and you will be forced to fight them. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- Genera l, Commanding. 

Mai. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. A. 

7.30 A. m., 6th. 

Several couriers from the Cape road confirming reports. 


Camp Johnston, ten miles south Bloomfield, Mo., 

November 7, 1861 — 6 o’clock a. m. 

Dear Sir : I fell back to this place last evening, as I found that I 
could not prevent the conjunction of the columns of the enemy. The 
exact amount of the enemy marching against us I cannot ascertain, but 
I understand that 3,000 are encamped at Carpenter’s Ferry and 4,000 at 
Castor Bridge, the latter 7 miles, the former 12 miles, from Bloomfield. 
I will be by noon at the west end of the Blanton road to New Madrid, 
and, if necessary, at the west end of the plank road to New Madrid or 
Point Pleasant to-morrow or next day. 1 cannot now be cut off and do 
not fear pursuit, as I am 20 miles ahead. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. A., Columbus, Ky. 



262 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Ciiaf. x. 

Gamp Johnston, Mo., November 7, 1SG1— G.30 a. m. 
™ : 1 moved down to this point yesterday afternoon, and I will move 
to Gamp I name this morning- and to Camp Watkins this afternoon if 

onfat Ca^enter’ C °p amn enem -X encamped at Castor Bridge and 
one at Car penter s Perry. We are sale from any, unless a column should 

press on down to New Madrid, which I have every reason to believe 
they have not, as my vedettes left Sikeston as late as 2 o’clock vaster- 
da t ) . If the coast is clear I will cross over to New Madrid • if it is not 
a V“° f tlie I)lank ™ ad imtil drivenaVaj? I will 

f T L6 7 wlS T> CaVa ry 0Ve i r t0 tlle east sid(i ot * the swamp as soon as 
possible. Luke Byrne’s cavalry will cross the Blanton road to-day to 
picket the country on that side. Send me any news you have bv a 

meets me! 1 a fr ° Bl1 ll0rSe ’ to ' day ’ over thc l )lauJ ^ road and up until '^le 
Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

n i r a -r-r-r Brigadier- General Commanding. 

Col. J. A. Walker, Neiv Madrid , Mo. 


Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G. 

Now Madrid , Dio., November 10, 1861—40 p. in. 

ui?Ut Wble i«r’wh^ *„n e 0tb ’* ft Lif'rtemint Owens, wag received 
ui^ui; ocioi c last, while on my way to Columbus from whom nin m r 

have just returned. I took your letter with me to General Polk mid 
he will write to you at his earliest opportunity but m “can Z 

severalXysTlwUl write 6 ft IK* po3sibl ? bo has’hishaWWfor 
several aa>s), 1 will wnte and let your courier return. 

mmdL 1 ’ 6 a f eiieral foment of the Federals on the 1st of this 

“oif b i seut b mv’°won’t 0Ut0n . ® tar ^ d <ir ? t and attracted my atten- 
became YS- ° Ut ‘1 ft® V^S^oi-lrootl of Greenville, and 

tde“r “nfln tn Md f ? otteu too much in advance of 

I «Suld oS-fit ’off ft antry ]lad nc‘ already turned back, that 

i-i.nl 1 t * • , 1 ™ s mal ™g arrangements to carry out mv liliuis 
when I received notice that a simultaneous march of sevorll ii’ 

enemy closed hi t&rfW ft my ba SS a S® safe, when 7,00(1 of the 
- ■> eJose 4 111 their net, but found mo missing. They lirobablv would 

have pursued me southward at once, but the descent of the tlississinni 
having been so signally defeated at Oolumbns on the St h th it ill th, 

anew ftt^mslhab fifti “ d ,ft babIy oZdt tXn'X pto 
flomPaducaft o^fbi n ft? 1 lorce >' Tbi ok was to have inarched 

passed down the PHct P 7 ‘ h ft> n,llpss the ooluniu &om fronton 
too fer to recede o. dei o “ y information), and advanced 

The b?ttl„ , Nil d Prepay enough to retreat in time, 

if the Paducah wftift ft - a ftftoutested and bloody affair, and 
tave been seaLl Gftlm "'ft ’? ft 1 ?’ tlle fate ot Columbus might 
but I will siimilv'-u-in. fl ’ , se ? fttached accounts in the newspapers, 
Mill simply state that no t less than 300, 0(10 rounds of musketry 

* Not found. ~ ~ 
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were fired in a small, thickly -timbered bottom, and probably no shot 
longer than 150 yards. The large guns in the bottom and on the gun- 
boats were firing all the while, and for nearly six hours the oldest 
soldiers say they thought hell had broke loose. 

As soon as the enemy recuperate, they will probably advance again ; 
but it will be a concentrated movement, and, consequently, you cannot 
expect much help from this end of the line, for we will have our hands 
full, and have to trust to Providence. My infantry force is now at each 
end of the plank road, and my cavalry is towards Bloomfield and Sikes- 
ton, watching the enemy and curtaining any movements I may deter- 
mine upon. 

Hoping that my anticipations are correct, and that the columns which 
menaced your post have returned, 

I am, your obedient servant, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON", 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Ool. Solon Borland, C. S. A., 

Commanding Pocahontas , Ark. 


Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G-., 

November 10, 1SG1 — 1) p. m. 
Col. W. G. PheelAn, Camp Watkins, Glarkton , Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : I have just returned from Columbus, where I have 
been to receive orders, so that I can act in conjunction with the forces 
there. The signal defeat which the enemy received there has discon- 
certed all their plans, and therefore may require a change in ours. At 
the present time I am not disposed to believe that the enemy have 
really evacuated Bloomfield, although it is probable, as they may all 
lull back for the time being. If they really have returned, you may 
move northward, first to the end of the Blanton road, and when the 
“coast is clear” you can return to Bloomfield. I cannot, as yet, get 
satisfactory information as to their movements at Carpenter’s Ferry, 
as some say they are still crossing one way and some the other. I will 
know to-morrow, and then will determine what to do with the rest of 
my forces. I could not give more definite instructions than I did, as 
no filets have developed themselves, and even now everything is in sus- 
pense and doubt. There seems to have been a general movement by 
the enemy, but the defeat of the center column may delay them a few 
days. In the mean time be vigilant, and I wall give them “ jessy” yet. 

■ Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

New Madrid, Mo., November 10, 1801 — 10 o’clock. 

Col. A. Waugh, 

Comdg. Fourth RegH, Missouri State Guard, Weaverville, Mo. : 
Dear Sir : I have just returned from Columbus. There w T as a general 
move of the enemy, but the defeat of the center column at Columbus 
has disconcerted their movements for a while, and has checked all their 
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columns. I do not believe Bloomfield lias been evacuated, and there 
may be a movement down to this place. If they do they will have a 
power from which I cannot escape, and, as the Confederates cannot now 
help me, I must still exercise my discretion rather than my valor, and 
show them my heels. You will therefore remain where you are until 
further orders. If Bloomfield is evacuated, Plieelan will move up to the 
Blanton road, and wall also move up on this side to the same road. You 
will send Smith’s cavalry up to this point, as you need no pickets nearer 
than I will have them to you. Send up my black ambulance and sorrel 
horse. I will he in constant communication with you. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. Cf., 

Neto Madrid, Mo., November 12, 1801 — 12 p. m. 
Col. W. G. PiieelAn, Commanding Camp Watkins, Mo. : 

Sir: Yours of the 11th instant (8 a.m.) has just now reached me. 
You should not advance your train farther north than the Cut-off road 
to the Blanton road, say section 18, township 23, range 10, or Jimmy 
Nations’, until the purpose of the enemy is further understood, for I 
may need you on this side of the swamps. There will soon he a general 
move on the part of the enemy (that commenced a few days ago, but 
was discontinued by the fight at Columbus). They may march a large 
column down the Sikeston road, or they may come down the Bloom- 
field road ; but come they assuredly will, unless they have entirely 
backed down. Your scouts, patrols, and pickets, both 'foot and horse, 
may go up as far as safe (which you must decide), but they must he 
careful of Noel Hawkins and such “ ilk,” who are more dangerous than 
regulars. I will send Walker’s regiment to this end of the Blanton 
road to-morrow, and our couriers will pass over that road. If you can 
employ your men in repairing that road, you will be serving Stoddard 
County as well as the army. The quartermaster’s goods belonging to 
your post you wall retain with you, but those boxes of clothes I want 
sent here, so that the Third Eegimeut of Infantry, which has suffered 
more and are more remote from home than the others, can receive a 
due proportion of them. My clothes are packed in some of the boxes. 
I desire them. The ltichardson Artillery will remain w r ith you, and I 
desire that you shall create the impression that the whole force is with 
you, for the blow I desire to strike above here I wish to he unexpected. 
Be vigilant. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Military District Mo. S. G., 

New Madrid , Mo., November 13, 1801 — 12 noon. 
Col. Solon Borland, C. S. A., Pocahontas, Ark. : 

Dear Sir Captain White has just arrived, and I hasten to give yon 
such information in regard to my force and movements as I can in the 
present precarious condition of affairs. I have no doubt that my letter* 

* Not found. Reference probably to that of 10th, p. 262. 
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of tlie lltli explained matters somewhat to your satisfaction, and I will 
do so fully to Captain White. I have now in the field about 2,000 men, 
of which 700 are mounted. I have eight field pieces. I did have Colonel 
Pheelan at Bloomfield, Colonel Walker at New Madrid, and the balance 
of my force with me at Fredericktown. After returning from Freder- 
icktown I had my men jfiaced from the Saint Francis to Little Fiver, so 
that I could move towards Ironton or Cape Girardeau with facility and 
secrecy. I heard of the approach from Ironton, and prepared to get in 
the rear of the enemy, to destroy his trains and force him to return, but 
just then I heard of . his return (except Hawkins’ command), and of the 
concerted movements on my post at Bloomfield. I barely had time to 
call in my men and leave before 8,000 of them closed down on an empty 
net. The fight at Columbus disconcerted their plans for the time being, 
and all their troops have been called in to join the grand army, which 
I understand they are now concentrating to march down the Missis- 
sippi. I had yesterday Colonel Pheelan at the west end of the plank 
road, with 350 infantry, 200 dragoons, and 3 guns. Colonel Waugh was 
at the east end of the plank road, with 000 infantry. Colonel Walker 
was here with 200 infantry, 500 dragoons, and 5 guns. To-day Pheelan 
will be at the west end of the Blanton road j his dragoons will be in 
Bloomfield. Walker will be at the east end of the Blanton road (eight 
miles from here). Waugh will bring his infantry here, and I expect to 
take the dragoons to Sikeston, and, if possible, again destroy the Charles- 
ton Eailroad, or make some diversion which will disconcert or delay 
the plans of the enemy at Bird’s Point. You will see that J. am entirely 
t oo far away to be of any assistance to you, unless a single column should 
advance from Ironton (without one from Cape Girardeau), in which case 
I can, without the enemy being aware of my movements, be at the 
Indian Ford, or Saint Franeisville, in four days, and either force them to 
come after me or go in their rear. I would be pleased to hear from you 
often, and any movements which I can make for your benefit, or as part 
of your plans, I will be pleased to make. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

’ M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


No. 5. 

Report of Col. Solon Borland , C. S. Army. 

Headquarters Pocahontas, Ark., 

November 5, 1861 — 9 o’clock p. m. 

General : I have just received information which I indorse as re- 
liable, for it comes from my own scouts, &c., that the enemy in very 
large force (7,000) are coming rapidly down upon us. That number was 
within 30 miles of De la Plaine (58 miles north of this) this morning. As 
you are aware, I have a very small force here, not exceeding, even if 
reaching, 700 effective men of all arms, and every one of them, men and 
officers, raw and inexperienced. I have a few old cannon (6 and 4 
pounders) that General Hardee pronounced worthless and threw aside 
as such before he left. Besides, I have no artillery company. Captain 
Koberts, with about 60 men, who have some knowledge of such service, 
though not regularly trained, left here yesterday evening, by order of 
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Sfpf f Sf rdee V t ?i J * 0in him iu I F e 1 lltuck y* 1 have ordered them hack 
It wil fn; ? 1C T gims aild a ° 1 the best can with them. I hope 
nvofrm 1 get baclc 1 by to-morrow night. I have sent a dispatch to Gen- 

bv lim v?S 8 r° U ’ n er r e m ? y be in . Missouri, to co-operate with me 
■df globing upon the flank and rear ot the enemy, and I have requested 
him to send my dispatch on to you at Columbus, as containing what I 
_ s i you to know. I write this to you via Memphis, so as to have two 

vokZfftS? fi° U ap f (li J y * 1 have dispatched to every militia and 
voii f ofllGCI throughout the counties an appeal to the people to 

of 1 In in e m Tf ST ^ 011ce T T d lrom aU quarters. It is only a question 
beat ? nt ^T 1 ] \T ^ ptialed come iu due time we can 

b bu J 1 am ] ®J fc alou(i Wltb my little handful wo can 

sm*h ■! P °A as we ,7 lU do > but we cannot successfully resist 
such a dispaxity of force, at least ten to one, and with artillery. 

thf t Xagg t rate /° r i -T^r lluder midue excitement. I and 

r * 1 7 t [ r re (whlcli trepeatedly warned both General 
I 1 , Johnston was wholly inadequate for either attack 

To tlik i ! 1 ,ml rCS01 V i rV° ( r 1<3 of 1 ’ 0 aloue » if 110 one couies to help us. 
lo this I pledge myself, for I will never, while alive, retreat. Mv mind 

been ^P, 1 fc ° ^at; hut I do feel the deepest concern 

complete hSv? hore ’ tlie illvasiou of our State will be 

complete before anj other help can come, and our homes and families 

permit fftlmflo'fl w,tU *™"' .J bose wb « want of timely aid shall 

K',sV if a f nf saonflc ®? , wlU "»P a fall harvest of self-reproach 
'If' d 110t disgrace. I have ordered up all the boats in the river 
to take oft supplies, sick, &c., but doubt whether they can get here in 
sufficient number or in time. You know best what to do 
1 have the honor to he, most respectfully, 

SOLOIST BORLAND, 

■»*- . „ _ Colonel , Commanding. 

Maj. Gen. Polk, at Ms Headquarters. 


NOVEMBEE r, 1881.— Engagement at Belmont, Mo, and demonstration 
lrom Paducah upon Columbus, Ky, 

Reports, etc.* 

No. 1.— Bng. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding District of Southeast Mis- 
No 9 q soun, and. including operations against Thompson’s forces, with orders, &c. 
No. 2. Surg. J. II. Brintoii, U. S. Army, Medical Director. 

JNo. 3 .— Commander Heury Walke, U. S. Navy. 

No' ^In1 g W Gen ; J ° h S A ; Mcdornand, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade. 
m ' t ? ■ fl a p° le0n B ' Buford ’ Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

°' ‘ ld ' Philip B. Foukc, Thirtieth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 7. Col. John A. Logan, Thirty-first Illinois Infantry. 

No. 8.— Capt Ezra Taylor, Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery. 

J-Gol. Henry Dougherty, Twenty-second Illinois Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. ° 

No. 10.— Capt. John E. Detrich, Twenty-second Illinois Infantry. 

Wo. 11.— Col. Jacob G. Lauman, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

Wo. 12.— Capt. Benjamin Crabb, Seventh Iowa Infantry, 
o. 13.— Brig. Gen. Charles F. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding at Paducah, Ky., of 
demonstration upon Columbus, Ky. 


* 01 engagement at Belmont when not otherwise indicated. 
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No. 14.— Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army, commanding at Columbus, Ky., with 
congratulatory messages and orders, correspondence, and the thanks of the 
Confederate Congress. 

No. 15. — Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army, commanding First Division. 

No. 1(5. — Col. J. Knox Walker, Second Tennessee Infantry, commanding First Bri- 
gade, First Division, transmitting Lieut. W. J. Hunt’s statement. 

No. 17. — Lieut. Col. W. B. Ross, Second Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 18. — Col. E. M. Russell, Twelfth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 19. — Col. T. II. Bell, Twelfth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 20. — Col. John V. Wright, Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 21. — Col. A. J. Vaughan, jr., Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 22. — Col. It. C. Tyler, Fifteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 23.— Col. Ed. Pickett, jr., Twenty-first Tennessee Infantry, with interrogatories 
from General Polk and answers thereto. 

No. 24. — Col. Thomas J. Freeman, Twenty-second Tennessee .Infantry, in reply to 
interrogatories from General Polk. 

No. 25. — Brig. Gen. B. F. Cheatham, C. S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 26. — Col. Preston Smith, One hundred and fifty-fourth Tennessee Infantry, com- 
manding First Brigade, Second Division, and his reply to interrogatories 
from General Polk. 

No. 27. — Lieut. Col. Marcus J. Wright, Onehundred and fifty-fourth Tennessee Infantry. 

No. 28. — Col. W. II. Stephens, Sixth Tennessee Infantry, commanding Second Bri- 
gade, Second Division. 

No. 29. — Lieut. Col. John II. Miller, First Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. 

No, 30. — Capt. A. J. Bowles, First Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. 

No. 31.— Capt. Molanctlion Smith, C. S. Army, commanding Light Battery. 

No. 32. — Brig. Geii. J. P. McCowu, C. S. Army, commanding Third Division. 

No. 33. — Col. S. F. Marks, Eleventh Louisiana Infantry, commanding First Brigade, 
Third Division. 

No. 34. — Col. J. G. Tappan, Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry, with interrogatories from 
General Polk and answers thereto. 

No. 35. — Lieut. Col. Robert II. Barrow, Eleventh Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 3(5. — Capt. Lawrence L. Butler, Eleventh Louisiana Infantry. 

No. 37. — Lieut. Col. D. Beltzhoover, commanding Watson Battery. ' 

No. 38. — Maj. Henry Winslow, aide-de-camp. 

No. 39. — Capt. B. J. Butler, steamer Prince. 

No. 40. — Capt. W. L. Trask, steamer Charm. 


Ho. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. TJ. 8. Grant , U. 8. Army , commanding District of 
Southeast Missouri , and including operations against Thompson 1 s forces , 
with orders , dec. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., November 17, 1SG1. 

General: Tlie following order was received from headquarters 
"Western Department : 

Saint Louis, November 1, 1861. 

You are hereby directed to hold your whole command ready to march at an hour’s 
notice, until further orders, and you will take particular care to be amply supplied 
with transportation and ammunition. You are also directed to make demonstrations 
with your troops along both sides of the river towards Charleston, Norfolk, and 
Blandville, and to keep your columns constantly moving back and forward against 
these places, without, however, attacking the enemy. 

Very respectfully, 

CHAUNCEY McKEEVER, A. A. <?. 

General Grant, Commanding at Cairo. 
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At the i same i time I was notified that similar instructions had been 
sent to Lng. Gen. C. F. Smith, commanding Paducah, Ky., and was 
directed to communicate with him freely as to my movements, that his 
might be co-operative. 

■ v 1 ^ the saine month, and before it was possible for any con- 

siderable preparation to have been made for the execution of this order, 
the following telegraphic dispatch was received : ' ' 

T . Saint Louis, November 2, 1801. 

Jeff. Thompson is at Indian Ford of the Saint Francois River, 25 miles below 

g— 5 ’ Y ltl i ab °r t 3,0 n° me n‘- G ? loni}1 Carlin started with force from Pilot 
Knob. Send a force from Capo Girardeau and Bird" ~ ' 


Thompson into Arkansas. 

By order of Major-General Frdmont: 

Brigadier-General Grant. 


. Bird’s Point to assist Carlin in driving 

C. MoKEEVER, 

A asislont Adjutant- General. 


The forces I determined to send from Bird’s Point were immediately 
designated, and Col. It. J. Oglesby, Eighth Illinois Volunteers, assigned 
to the command, under the following detailed instructions: 

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, November 3, 1801. 


section of Schwartz’ battery, artillery, and proceed by steamboats to Commerce Mo 
I rom Commerce you will strike for Sikeston, Mr. Cropper acting as Zide! From 
flioio you will go in pursuit of a rebel force understood to be 3 000 strong, under Jeff. 
Ihompson, now at Indian Ford, on the Saint Francois River 

1( ' i > B'onton, Mo., to attack this force. Should they learn 
for you to go there, but pursue 
lautious not to fall in with an 



hfft bnZ v u °v ] ptMl S ,,0U f ;w ( l« sto ?y force, and the manner of doing it is 

Doliovingr it Letter not to trammel you with, instrne- 
-10 W X ™ * A U 1 be lurmall ? (1 you for fourteen days’ rations and four or 

" ,w ” °' l * 8i,1 ' i of thi “ mmt b “ ‘"“M'" 4 V «- 

remuZtSeZZtifLZavZ 1 b ®i ® arofu ;. t ® sclcot a P^per officer to press them, and 
ner ob if pmShSLd! b S ’ 1 tbe arfclcles P resaed accounted for in the same mau- 

in Y the ZtZot iC .m?rn y ei Z’ Ued t( i a31ow 110 foraging by your men. It, is demoralizing 
exist. 7 d la a P tto make open enemies where they would not otherwise 

Yours, &c., 

IT. S. GRANT, 

A . _ Brigadier-General. 

Col. K. J. Oglesby, Commanding, Bird’s Foint, Mo. 

X R Hummer, Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, commanding Cape 
Gnaideau, was directed to send one regiment in the direction of liloom- 

Tlfiif wirh n. tn/^wr n i i » • n, . 


J1.L1 • j i / . , , vuvAujjjiuivuiim UUU UUCUL 

field, with a view to attracting the attention of the enemy 
ilie forces under Colonel Oglesby were all got off on t 
uJuLG 3d. 


the evening of 


On the 5th a telegram was received from headquarters Saint Louis, 
stating that the enemy was re-enforcing Price’s army from Columbus by 
waj ot White Liver, and directing that the demonstration that had been 
oicforedagamst Columbus be immediately made. Orders were accord- 
Z • a i. ou 1 ( ? e fL lv . en to tlie troops under my command that remained at 
Cairo, Bird’s Point, and Port Holt. A letter was also sent to Brig. 
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Gen. 0. E. Smith, commanding at Paducah, requesting him to make a 
demonstration at the same time against Columhus. 

To more effectually attain the object of the demonstration against the 
enemy at Belmont and Columbus, I determined on the morning of the 
Oth to temporarily change the direction of Colonel Oglesby’s column 
towards New Madrid, and also to send a small force under Col. W. H. 
L. Wallace, Eleventh Illinois Volunteers, to Charleston, Mo., to ulti- 
mately join Colonel Oglesby. In accordance with this determination I 
addressed Colonel Oglesby the following communication : 


Cairo, November G, 1861. 

On receipt of this turn your column towards Now Madrid. Wlien you arrive at the 
nearest point to Columbus from which there is a road to that place, communicate with 
mo at Belmont. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General. 

Col. K. ,T. Oglesby, Commanding Expedition. 

which was sent to Colonel Wallace with the following letter : 


Cairo, November 6, 1861. 

Herewith I send you an order to Colonel Oglesby to chauge the direction of his 
column towards New Madrid, halting to communicate with me at Belmont from the 
nearest point on his road. , „ x , 

I desire you to get up the Charleston expedition ordered for to-morrow, to start to- 
night, tailing two days’ rations with them. Yon will accompany them to Charleston, 



riulnldthoy be necessary. You may take a limited number of tents, and at Charleston 
press wagons to carry them to the main colurnu. There you will find sufficient trans- 
portation to release the pressed wagons. „ _ 

■ L U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General. 

Col. W. II. L. Wallace, Bird’s Point, Mo. 


On the evening of the Oth I left this place in steamers, with McGler- 
nand’s Brigade, consisting of Twenty-seventh Begiment Illinois Volun- 
teers, Ool. N. B. Buford; Thirtieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Col. 
Philip B. Fouke; Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Col. John 
A. Logan; Dollins’ Company Independent Illinois Cavalry, Capt. J. 
J. Doliins; Delano’s Company Adams County Illinois Cavalry, Lieut. 
J. K. Catlin ; and Dougherty’s Brigade, consisting of Twenty-second 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, Lieut. Col. II. E. Hart ; Seventh Regi- 
ment Iowa Volunteers, Col. J. G. Lauman, amounting to 3,114 men 
of all arms, to make the demonstration against Columbus. I proceeded 
down the river to a point 9 miles below here, where we lay until next 
morning, on the Kentucky shore, which served to distract the enemy 
and led him to suppose that he was to be attacked in his strongly for- 
tified position at Columhus. . , 

About 2 o’clock on the morning of the 7th I received information from 
Col. W. H. L. Wallace at Charleston (sent by a messenger on steamer 
W. H. B.) that he had learned from a reliable Union man that the enemy 
had been crossing troops from Columbus to Belmont the day before, for 
the purpose of following after and cutting off the forces under Colonel 
Oglesby. Such a move on his part seemed to me more than prob- 
able, and gave at once a twofold importance to my demonstration 
against the enemy — namely, the prevention of reinforcements to Geneial 
Price, and the cutting off of the two small columns that I had sent, in 
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of jXm ion, m 1 ™ 6 ' Th’-? 9 ” L ttis pla° e anil Gape Girardeau, in pursuit 

boats. TCSUfo^™%r der **“ Pr ° teCtion ° f tho *"* 

0j * Board Sticamer Berle Memphis 

m, . . November 7, l&il— 2 o’clock a. an 

s fyf; pSS:»Sii 
~5sS3S 

By order oi Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant: 

JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant- General 

Promptly at the hour designated we proceeded down the river to -a 
point j ust out of range of the rebel batteries at Columbus and debarked 
on the Missouri shore. Prom here the troops were maSCl Stf 
misherswell m advance, by flank for about a mile towS S' 
and there formed in line of battle. One battalion had been h^ffc as a ^ 

thrown forwml^r 0rt? *i Tvv ? C 01 ni>ail l es froni each regiment were 
nrm m as skirmishers, to ascertain the position of the enemv 

S tr pv . O 0 ? uk aud e "8' a «etl him. The balance of my force! 

with the exception of the reserve, was promptly thrown forward and 

JE? t nml from the 

menr, on the nvei bank, a distance of over 2 miles T-Tere wi 
] !': s Position by felling the timber for several hundred 

ttou^h th^dnVin^ makmg a 1 sorfc of abatis - Our men charged 
them 1 hito AXf f emy llI . 1( ei :. cover of bank, and many of 

everything- not exeeeilingly portiible^ ktUe ’ leaviu S us in PO®e SS ion of 

the mins ^n^he^mDRaViA r W groai \ ’ , and evor y foot is commanded by 
simde hour aLr 1 tlm 01 'f’ and 0± 001,186 could not be held for a 

troSns Tf'H^U i my became aware of the withdrawal of his 
< V ' 4 110 wa gons with me, I could move but little of the ran 

kfoitKSfMtKir* 1 ? S T °"' erS f0r th ® destruction of evei-y- 
Teuts ^ blanket^ ” vtt e J 10ved { l nd an immediate return to our transport}. 
marchTommtmt^tnHn i ?6t ?!!/ lre and destroyed, and our return 

bore. andP^Sf ,lr 

ass**-* ™ 

re-mfora™enN f tniLfi 0t ”, m1er way T‘ en the ene my> having received 
the ml nt of ?™’d Si h« d T C e°Tf of tUe river bauk ™d the woods on 

&dva\ r wtle ™Sing a to 

' ’ a ° ,un matle bls appearance on the river bank, aud commenced 
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firing upon our transports. The fire was returned by our men from the 
decks of the steamers, and also by the gunboats with terrible effect, 
compelling him to retire in the direction of Belmont. In the mean time 
Colonel Buford, although he had received orders to return with the 
main force, took the Charleston road from Belmont, and came in on the 
road leading to Bird’s Point, where we had formed the line of battle in 
the morning. At this point, to avoid the effect of the shells from the 
gunboats that were beginning to fall among his men, he took a blind 
path direct to the river, and followed a wood road up its bank, and 
thereby avoided meeting the enemy, who were retiring by the main 
road. On his appearance on the river bank a steamer was dropped 
down, and took his command on board, without his having participated 
or lost a man in the enemy’s attempt to cut us off from our transports. 

Notwithstanding the crowded state of our transports, the only loss 
we sustained from the enemy’s fire upon them was three men wounded, 
one of whom belonged to one of the boats. 

Our loss in killed on the field was 85. 301 wounded (many of them, 
however, slightly), and 99 missing. Of 'the wounded, 125 fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Nearly all the missing were from the Seventh 
Iowa Regiment, which suffered more severely than any other. All the 
troops behaved with great gallantry, which was in a great degree attrib- 
utable to the coolness and presence of mind of their officers, particularly 
the colonels commanding. 

General MeClernand was in the midst of danger throughout the en- 
gagement, and displayed both coolness and judgment. His horse was 
three times shot under him. 

Colonel Dougherty, Twenty-second Illinois Volunteers, commanding 
the Second Brigade, by his coolness and bravery entitles himself to be 
named among the most competent of officers for command of troops in 
battle. In our second engagement he was three times wounded, and 
foil a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

Among the killed was Lieut. Col. A. Wentz, Seventh Iowa Volunteers, 
and among the wounded were Col. J. G. Lauman and Maj. E. W. Bice, 
of the Seventh Iowa. 

The reports of subcommanders will detail more fully particulars of 
the engagement, and the conduct of both officers and men. 

To my staff, Capt. John A. Rawlins, assistant adjutant-general; 
Lieuts. 0. B. Lagow and William S. Ilillyer, aides-de-camp, and Capt. 
E. B. Hatch, assistant quartermaster, i am much indebted for the 
promptitude with which they discharged their several duties. 

Sing. J. H. Brinton, TJ. S. volunteers, chief medical officer, was on 
the field during the entire engagement, and displayed great ability and 
efficiency in providing for the wounded, and in organizing the medical 
corps. 

Maj. J. D. Webster, acting cliief engineer, also accompanied me on 
the field, and displayed soldierly qualities of a high order. 

My own horse was shot uuder me during the engagement. 

The gunboats Tyler, Captain Walke, and Lexington, Captain Stem- 
bel, convoyed the expedition, and rendered most efficient service. Im- 
mediately upon our landing they engaged the enemy’s batteries on the 
heights above Columbus, and protected our transports throughout. Eor 
a detailed account of the part taken by them I refer with pleasure to 
the accompanying report of Capt. H. Walke, senior officer [No. 3j. 

In pursuance of my request, General Smith, commanding at Paducah, 
sent on the 7th instant a force to Mayfield, Ky., and another in the 
direction of Columbus, with orders not to approach nearer, however, 
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than 12 or 15 miles of that place. I also sent a small force on the Ken- 
tucky side towards Columbus, under Col. John Cook, Seventh Illinois 
Volunteers, with orders not to go beyond Elliott’s Mills, distant some 12 
miles from Columbus. These forces having marched to the points desig- 
nated in their orders, returned without having met serious resistance. 

On the evening of the 7th information of the result of the engage- 
ment at Belmont was sent to Colonel Oglesby, commanding expedition 
against Jeff. Thompson, and orders to return to Bird’s Point by way of 
Charleston, Mo. Before these reached him, however, he had learned 
that Jeff Thompson had left the place where he was reported to be when 
the expedition started (he having gone towards New Madrid or Arkan- 
sas), and had determined to return. The same information was sent to 
the commanding officer at Cape Girardeau, with directions for the 
troops to be brought back that had gone out from that place. 

From all the information I have been able to obtain since the engage- 
ment, the enemy’s loss in killed and wounded was much greater than 
ours. We captured 175 prisoners, all his artillery and transportation, 
and destroyed his entire camp and garrison equipage. Independent of 
the injuries inflicted upon him, and the prevention of his re-enforcing 
Price or sending a force to cut off the expeditions against Jeff Thomp- 
son, the confidence inspired in our troops in the engagement will be of 
incalculable benefit to us in tbo future. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IT. IS. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General. 

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams, 

Assistant Adjutant-General , Washington, J). 0. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , November 20, 1861. 

General: Inclosed I send you the report of Brig. Gen. J. A. Mc- 
Clernand, commanding First Brigade in the late engagement at Bel- 
mont, Mo. Also the report of Surgeon Brinton, medical director, who 
accompanied me on that occasion. [Nos. 2 and 4.] 

The Seventh Iowa and Twenty-second Illinois Volunteers were the 
only troops in the engagement not included in General McOlernand’s 
command. Each of these lost their commanders, wounded, and conse- 
quently I have no official report of them. Being on the field myself 
during tlie entire engagement, I can answer for the gallantry of officers 
and men of both these regiments. 

The Seventh Iowa lost their colonel (Lauman), wounded severely, and 
lieutenant-colonel (Wentz), killed, and major (Rice), severely wounded. 
Lieutenants Dodge and Gardner and 23 rank and file were killed; 
wounded, Captains Gardner, Harper, and Parrott, and Lieutenant 
Reams and 74 others. 

Of the Twenty-second Illinois, Colonel Dougherty was badly wounded 
and taken prisoner. Twenty-one rank and file were killed. Captains 
Hubbard and McAdams and 74 men were wounded. Information 
received since the engagement through the Southern press, and from 
persons coming from the South since, show the enemy’s force in the 
field to have been over 9,000 men, and their loss in killed and wounded 
aloue not less than 600. My own impression is, their loss was much 
greater. 
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The city of Memphis was thrown into mourning for the dead and 
wounded taken there. Great apprehension is said to have prevailed 
lest the blow should be followed up with an attack upon them. 

The officers and men, with rare exceptions, showed great personal 
courage, and I have every reason to be satisfied with their conduct. 
The lesson, though severe, will be of great advantage to the entire 
command. The object aimed at, to wit, to prevent the enemy from 
re-enforcing Price in Missouri, and from cutting off two small columns 
I had been directed to send towards the Saint Francois River, was ac- 
complished to the fullest extent. The enemy have entirely abandoned 
Behnout, and have been receiving re-enforcements in Columbus contin- 
ually since the engagement. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier ■ General , Commanding. 

General Seth Williams, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. 8. Army , Washington , D. C. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., November 5, 1SG1. 

General C. F. Smith, 

Commanding U. 8. Forces, Paducah, Ky. : 

In pursuance of directions from headquarters Western Department 
I have sent from hero a force of about 3,000 men, all armed, towards 
Indian Ford, on the Saint Francis River, and also a force of one regiment 
from Cape Girardeau in the same direction. I am now, under the same 
instructions, fitting out an expedition to menace Belmont, and will 
take all the force proper to spare from here — probably not more than 
3,000 men. If you can make a demonstration towards Columbus at the 
same time with a portion of your command, it would probably keep the 
enemy from throwing over the river much more force than they now 
have there, and might enable me to drive those they now have out of 
Missouri. The principal point to gain is to prevent the enemy from 
sending a force to fall in the rear of those now out from this command. I 
will leave here to-morrow night and land some 12 miles below. 

TJ. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier - General, Commanding-.. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., November 6 , 1861.. 

Col. J. Cook, 

Commanding U. 8. Forces , Fort Holt, Ky. : 

In pursuance with instructions sent this morning, you will march to- 
morrow morning with the command directed to Elliott’s Mills, taking 
two days’ rations. Should you receive no further instructions by 2 
p. m., the day after to-morrow, you will return to Fort Holt. Take with 
you no more transportation than is absolutely necessary to the limited 
amount of tents and baggage for one night. 

TJ. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


18 r r— vol m 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

n , __ Cairo, III . , November 6. 1861. 

Col. C. C. Marsh, 5 

Commanding Twentieth Illinois Volunteers : 

On to-morrow I want an infantry reconnaissance made out to Charles- 
ton, to return m the evening. Take such number as can be accommo- 
dated bj the cars, making one trip, not to exceed, however, your regi- 
ment. ’ ’ J 

U. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

■ Wo ‘ ' ’ Cairo, November 8, 1861. 

The general commanding this military district returns his thanks to 
the troops under his command at the battle of Belmont on yesterday. 

It has been Ins fortune to have been in all the battles fought in 
Mexico by Generals Scott and Taylor save Buena Vista, and he never 
saw one more hotly contested or where troops behaved with more 
gallantry. 

Such courage will insure victory wherever our flag may be borne and 
protected by such a class of men. 

To the many brave men who fell the sympathy of the country is duo, 
and will be manifested in a manner unmistakable. 

TT. S. GRAFT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Fo. 2. 

Newport of Burg. J, H. Brinton, U. 8. Army, Medical Director. 

Medical Director’s Office, 

Cairo , III., November 18, 1861. 

general : I have the honor to submit the following list of soldiers 
wounded m the recent light at Belmont, Mo. The total number of in- 
..lined as yet reported to this office amounts to 247. Of these, as will 
be seen by reference to the subjoined statement, 10 have already died. 

however, be stated that from one regiment (viz, the Seventh 

pnaTMif °c U + l t ir S 110 re P°rt ^' S as yet been rendered. The number of 
casualties to this corps have been more in number than to any other 

hS Ue i lt? - an ? J b<3 v 1 ' eport of the surgeon, Dr. Witter, shall have 
been received, the, list as already submitted will doubtless be somewhat 
augmented.* 

The reason of the delay with regard to the report of the wounded of 
the Seventh Iowa Regiment arises from the fact that immediately after 
tiie battle of the 7th instant that regiment was ordered to Bentoii Bar- 
3^’ mo., a Potion of the wounded being left behind at this place 
... 11 , 1 , Mound City, whilst another portion were conveyed northward 
rtf' regiment. Many of the wounded at present in our depot 
an a general hospitals are cases of unfavorable nature. This is owing 

StSteSto S. h^S 80011 Brh “ 0n ’ “ * ^ a “ to “ d 


ClIAI*. X.j 
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to the circumstance that they fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
•were left exposed on the field of battle for at least 18 or 24 hours. 
They were subsequently returned to us by their captors. Had the 
medical department of your command been provided with the proper 
ambulance train this disastrous and mortifying result might have been 
avoided. The only means of transportation which I possessed consisted 
of some two or three ordinary army wagons, obtained from the quarter- 
master’s department. These being destitute of springs, and the country 
over which they passed being wooded and rough, our wounded suffered 
much unnecessary anguish. 

I would also state that Surgeon Gordon, of the Thirtieth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers, and Assistant Surgeon Wliitnall, of the Thirty-first 
Illinois Volunteers, were captured by the enemy, and still remain in 
their hands. 

It affords me pleasure to notice the ability and efficiency of Brigade 
Surgeon Stearns and the corps of surgeons generally. I would espe- 
cially instance the conduct of Assistant Surgeon Kendall, of Delano’s 
cavalry, who freely exposed himself to the fire of the enemy in his 
efforts to rescue and aid our wounded. 

I have honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

J. H. BRINTON, 

Brigade Surgeon and Medical Director. 

Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri. 


Command. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Twontysovantli Illinois Volunteers. 

Thirtieth Illinois Volunteers 

Thirty-llrst Illinois Volunteers 

Twenty-second Illinois Volunteers.. 

Seventh Iowa Volunteers 

Cavalry and artillery 


11 

9 

10 

23 

26 

1 


47 

27 

70 

74 

93 

11 


Total 


80 


322 


Ho. 3. 

Deport of Commander Henry Wallce , U. S. Davy. 

IT. S.' Gunboat Tyler, 
Mound City , November 9, 1801. 

General: Agreeably to your instructions, I i>roeeeded on the even- 
ing of the 6th, in company with the IT. S. gunboat Lexington, under 
Commander Stembel, down the Mississippi, convoying a number of 
transport steamers as far as opposite Norfolk and near the Kentucky 
shore, where we all anchored for the night. At 3 o’clock the following 
morning the gunboats Tyler and Lexington proceeded down the river 
with the intention of engaging the enemy at Iron Banks, but after run- 
ning a short distance we were met by such a dense fog as to render any. 
further progress hazardous and unfeasible. We therefore rounded to, 
and returned to the point from whence we started. I received your 
special order, and at 0 o’clock we all started, the two gunboats taking 
the lead. We proceeded to the extreme end of Lucas Bend, where I 
supposed we were out of the range of their guns. After your troops were 
disembarked and under marching orders, about 8.30 o’clock, the two 
gunboats proceeded to engage the batteries on Iron Banks. We each 



276 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS , AND IND. T. [Otup. X. 

oxpemktl several rounds of shell with seemingly good effect, but their 
jails horn the rifled cannon flew by and over us to a great extent, some 
<>1 ^eshot going half a mile beyond the transports. Fortunately, how- 
ever, they did us no damage, and we returned to the transports, where 
they kept firing at us for a considerable length of time. I finally re- 
quested the captains of the transports to move above and out of the 
laugeoi their guns, which subsequently they did, we ourselves doing 
likewise. b 

At 10 o’clock, hearing the battle at Belmont, our two boats again 
proceeded down to engage their batteries, this time expending more 
shell and receiving no injury. After an engagement of about twenty 
minutes, in the mean time the shots flying thickly about us, we again 
returned to the transports, continuing our lire as long as our shells 
reached them. 

At noon, hearing the continued firing at Belmont, the two gunboats 
made their third attack upon the enemy’s batteries, this time going 
nearly a quarter of a mile nearer. We opened a brisk fire of shell, 
directing many of them to the enemy’s camp at Belmont, their rifled 
balls still passing beyond and around us, but one of their 24-pounders 
struck us on the starboard bulwarks, continuing obliquely through the 
spar deck, and m its course taking off the head of one man and injuring 
two others, one quite seriously. 

,, Adei ' a !^ w more rounds we returned, keeping up our fire from 
the stern gnus till out of reach. It is truly miraculous that we have in 
all our engagements escaped with so little damage. After nearly all 
the ti oops had re- embarked and were about ready to start, a sudden 
attack was made upon the transport vessels by an apparently large 
le-enioreement ot the rebels. Our boats being in good position, we 
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banks ahead with the bow gun to protect the transports, and throwing 
hi read? 11 ^ St6m gun upon tk(3 enem y ?s ground so long as we were 

Pi^m P ?® Sing ?" les n P tlie river met the Chancellor, with 
Bngadici -General McC Leman d on board, who stated that some of their 
ti oops had been left behind, and by his direction both gunboats returned 

snill A Ol.Qr.Cmnn l\in . 1, .. n I 1 . v ~ _ 


rr : yr ’ ui mo wuunueu, -acting 

Sui ^ cons _ Ivcarn ey and Goddard dressing their wounds, and the crew 
ot tl c sinps furnishing them with their own hammocks and bedding. 
fT*J h Z rel : lu ‘ net l t0 iBiand No. 1; met the Rob Roy, with instructions 
no ni ff ove ; r t0 Iier a11 our soldiers and prisoners, and re- 

J tllI +1 an } l r 0ll l after Colonel Cook?s return from a recon - 

naissance down the Kentucky side. We then weighed anchor and 
piocceded to Cairo. _ Commander Stemhel, with the Lexington as con- 

f me u ! a S th . e duties of tlie da y With most commendable 

enei gy and m a most effective manner. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WALKE, 

_ . „ Commander , U. 8. Navy. 

Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri. 
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No. 4. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. John A. Me demand, JJ. S. Army , commanding 

First Brigade. 


Cairo, November 8, 18G1. 

The expedition of which I advised you on the Gth landed yesterday 
morning 5 miles this side of Columbus, my command consisting of 
Twenty-seventh, Colonel Buford; Thirtieth, Colonel Fouke ; Thirty- 
lirst, Colonel Logan ; Captain Dollies’ company of cavalry, and Captain 
Taylor’s battery of six pieces, all Illinois volunteers ; the Twenty-second 
Illinois and Seventh Iowa, and Captain Delano’s company of cavalry, 
under Colonel Dougherty. Within 2 miles from Belmont, opposite Co- 
lumbus, the enemy met us in superior force. We beat them, fighting 
all the way into their camp immediately under the guns at Columbus ; 
burned their encampment, took 200 prisoners, a large amount of prop - 
erty, spiked two or three guns, and brought away two. During the 
action several thousand men were thrown across from Columbus. They 
formed a heavy column in onr rear. We fought the same ground over, 
and after defeating them returned to our boats. Colonel' Buford’s regi- 
ment and Dollins’ cavalry, becoming separated from the main body, made 
a circuit and came to the river above the landing after the boats bad 
left. I returned with transport boats and gunboats, and brought them 
late at night. General Grant was in chief command. The battle was 
a terrible one, lasting several hours, and the loss on both sides heavy — 
probably 300 killed, wounded, and prisoners on our part. The enemy 
much greater. Many officers are lost. Captain Bielaski, of my staff, 
killed ; Colonel Dougherty missing ; Colonel Launian wounded. Our 
force was about 3,500 strong — the enemy double that number. Prison- 
ers say it was more. A flag of trace goes down to-day to provide for 
the dead and wounded. I will report at large by mail. 

JOHN A. M c 0 BERN AND , 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Major-General McClellan. 


Brigade Headquarters, 

Camp Cairo , November 12, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by the forces under my 
command in the action before Columbus, Ky., on the 7th instant. These 
forces consisted of a portion of my own brigade, viz: the Twenty-seventh 
Regiment, Col. N. B. Buford; the Thirtieth, Col. Philip B. Fouke; the 
Thirty-first, Col. John A. Logan, including one company of cavalry, 
under Capt. J. J. Dollins; the strength of the Twenty-seventh being 720 
rank and file; that of the Thirtieth, 500; that of the Thirty-first, G10, 
exclusive of 70 mounted men, making in all 1,900 rank and file. To this 
force you added, by your order of the Gth instant, Captain Delano’s 
company of Adams County cavalry, 58 men, under Lieut, J. K. Catliu, 
and Capt. Ezra Taylor’s battery of Chicago Light Artillery, consisting 
of four 0-pounder guns, two 12-pounder howitzers, and 114 men ; the total 
disposable force under my command being 2,072 rank and file, all Illi- 
nois volunteers. 

Having embarked on tlie steamer Scott with the Thirtieth and Thirty- 
first Regiments, on the evening of the Gth instant I left Cairo at 5 o’clock, 
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and proceeded down the Mississippi to the loot of Island No. 1, and lay 
to lor the night on the Kentucky shore, 11 miles above Columbus, as 
previously instructed by you. Posting a strong guard for the protec- 
tion of the boat and those that followed to the same point, I remained 
until 7 o’clock the following morning. At that hour, preceded by the 
gunboats Tyler and Lexington, and followed by the remainder of the 
transports, I proceeded down the river to the designated landing, on 
the Missouri shore, about 21 miles, in a direct line from Columbus and 
Belmont. 

By 8.30 o’clock the rest of the transports had arrived, and the whole 
force was disembarked, and marching beyond a collection of corn fields in 
front of the landing, was formed for an advance movement, and awaited 
your order. I ordered Dollius’ and Delano’s cavalry to scour the woods 
along the road to Belmont, and report to me from time to time. The 
remainder of my command followed the cavalry, the Twenty-seventh in 
mPw 7 noxtj supported by a section of Taylor’s battery: the 

Tliiitjy -iirsfc and the remainder of Taylor’s battery next: succeeded by 
the Seventh Iowa, Colonel Lauman, and the Twenty-second Illinois, 
Colonel Dougherty, who had been assigned by you to that portion of the 
command. When the rear of the column had reached a road intersect- 
ing our line of march, about If miles from the abatis surrounding the 
enemy’s camp, the line of battle was formed on ground which I had pre- 
viously selected ; the Twenty-seventh on the right and the Thirtieth on 
its left, forming the right wing; a section of Taylor’s battery was dis- 
posed on the left of the Thirtieth and 200 feet in rear of the line ; Thirty - 
iirst formed the center, the Seventh and Twenty-second forming the left 
wing, masking two sections of artillery. 

By this time Dollins’ cavalry was skirmishing sharply with the ene- 
my’s pickets to the right and in advance of our line, the enemy in the 
mean time having shifted the heavy fire of his batteries at Columbus 
° Ur S ul,b ™ ts 0lll> a( l vai *cing line, but without serious effect. 
VVitli your permission I now ordered two companies from each regiment 
of my command to advance, instructing them to seek out and develop 
the position of the enemy, the Twenty-second and Seventh pushing for- 
waul similar parties at the same time. A sharp fir ing having imme- 
diately commenced between the skirmishing parties of the Thirtieth and 
Ihirty-lirst and the enemy, I ordered forward another party to their 
support, rode forward, selected a new position, and ordered up the bal- 
ance of my command, the Twenty-seventh, to pass around the head of 
a pond, the Thirtieth and Thirty-first with the artillery crossing the dry 
bed of the same pond in their front. On their arrival I reformed the 
line of battle m the same order as before, expecting that the Seventh 
and 1 wenty-second would resume their former position on the left wing. 
Ibis disposition would have perfected a line sufficient to iuclose the 
enemy s camp on all sides accessible to us, thus enabling us to command 
t - 1 ® * above and below him, and to prevent the crossing of re-enforce- 
uimits from Columbus, insuring his capture as well as defeat. 

Tli 6 Tliii tieth and Thirty-first and the artillery moving* forward 
promptly relieved the skirmishing parties, and soon became engaged 
with a heavy body of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry. This struggle, 
winch was continued for half an hour with great obstinacy, threw our 
ranks into temporary disorder, but the men promptly rallied under the 
gallant example of Colonels Fouke and Logan, assisted by Major Bray- 
man, acting assistant adjutant-general of my brigade; also by Captain 
Schwartz, acting chief of artillery, Captain Dresser, of the artillery, 
lieutenant Babcock, of the Second Cavalry, and Lieutenant Eddy, of 
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tlie Twenty-ninth Illinois Begiment, who had, upon my invitation, 
kindly joined my staff. Our men pressed vigorously upon the enemy 
and drove him back, his cavalry leaving that part of the field and not 
appearing again until attacked by Captain Dollins on the river bank 
below his encampment some time after and chased out of sight. Ad- 
vancing about a quarter of a mile farther, this forcdfcigain came up with 
the enemy, who by this time had been re-enforced in this part of the field, 
as I since learn, by three regiments and a company of cavalry. Thus 
strengthened, he attempted to turn our left flank, but ordering Colonel 
Logan to extend the line of battle by a flank movement, and bringing 
up a section of Taylor’s battery, commanded by First Lieut. P. H. White, 
under the direction of Captain Schwartz, to cover the space thus left 
between the Thirtieth and Thirty-first, the attempt was frustrated. 

Having completed this disposition, we again opened a deadly fire from 
both infantry and artillery, and after a desperate resistance drove the 
enemy back the third time, forcing him to seek cover among thick 
woods and brush, protected by the heavy guns at Columbus. In this 
struggle, while leading the charge, I received a ball in one of my holsters, 
which failed of harm by striking a pistol. Here Colonels Fouke and 
Logan urged on their men by the most energetic appeals. Here Cap- 
tain Dresser’s horse was shot under him, while Captain Schwartz’s horse 
was twice wounded. Here the projectiles from the enemy’s heavy guns 
at Columbus, and their artillery at Belmont, crashed through the woods 
over and among us. Here, again, all ray staff who were with me dis- 
played the greatest intrepidity and activity, and here, too, many of our 
officers and privates were killed or wounded. For should I omit t.o add 
that this gallant conduct was stimulated by your presence and inspired 
by your example. Here your liorse was shot under you. 

While this struggle -was going on, a tremendous fire from the Twenty- 
seventh, which had, under the skillful guidance of Colonel Buford, ap- 
proached the abatis oil the right and rear of the tents, was heard. 
About the same time the Seventh and Twenty-second, which had passed 
the rear of the Thirtieth and Thirty-first, hastened up, and closing the 
space between them and the Twenty- seventh, poured a deadly lire upon 
the enemy. A combined movement was now made upon three sides of 
the enemy’s defenses, and driving him across them, we followed upon 
his heels into the clear space around his camp. The Twenty-seventh 
was the first seen by me entering upon this ground. I called the atten- 
tion of the other regiments to the fact, and the whole line was quick- 
ened with eager and impatient emulation. In a few minutes our entire 
force was within the inclosure. Under the skillful direction of Captain 
Schwartz, Captain Taylor now brought up his battery within 300 yards 
of the enemy’s tents, and opened fire upon them. The enemy fled with 
precipitation from the tents, and took shelter behind some buildings 
near the river and into the woods above the camp, under cover of his 
batteries at Columbus. Hear this battery I met Colonel Dougherty, 
who was leading the Seventh and Twenty-second through the open 
space towards the tents. At the same time our lines upon the right 
and left were pressing up to the line of Are from our battery, which now 
ceased firing, and our meu rushed forward among the tents and towards 
some buildings near the river. 

Passing over to the right of the camp, I met with Colonel Buford for 
the first time since his arduous and perilous detour around the pond, 
and congratulated him upon the eagerness of his men to be the first to 
pass the enemy’s works. During the execution of this movement Capt. 
Alexander Bielaski, one of my aides-de-camp, who had accompanied 
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Sm?nnlw Uf0ld dl 5 ri ? ff tlie 1 ?. aroh of tp e Twenty-seventh separate from 
the mam command, having dismounted from liis horse, which had been 
several times wounded, was shot down while advancing with the S' 

to follow°ldm d c T °T im i ry ln hl8 liand, 1 aud calIill £ 011 the men in his rear 
td Si bravery was only equaled by his fidelity as a soldier 

and pati lot. He (led, making the Stars and Stripes his winding- sheet 

llla /T n ° ry! , * ear bim ’ aild a minutes afte?wa^ 
Oolonei Lauman fell, severely wounded in the thigh, while leading his men 

of the’ fi Ab ° Ut i tb ° Sam<3 , tim6 0apt William A. Schmitt, 
of the In enty-seventh, was also wounded while striving for the advance 

Oomuaiw 7? 0rSL ! dowu j? dl6 . river > 1 found Captain Bozarth, of 

Anient, supported by squads of men 
whmn uI J ?i 1 ? arply ? n ^ ed Wlth a detachment of the enemy, 
v b t , u mto , th< ? woods above tbe camp. Here the firing was 

m ^ i" w y owu bead was grazed by a ball • my horse was wounded 
m the shoulders, and Ins caparison torn in several places. Here, too 

was f< ? int ° my Lands ? an(1 a capture of artillery 

iSSg tuSit portlon 01 tUe Seventl1 10 ™ 

^ 1)0 !n S 5 i0] \ tbe enem .y’s camp, in full view of his 
S' SwS i at Columbus, ] gavo the word for “Three cheers 

hlC i h the b c ave “ en arouud mo responded with the 
niost enthusiastic applause. Several of the enemy's steamers bellin' 

iTnde? a ; i 0V<i and bel ow, I ordered a section of Taylor’s battery* 

undci the dnection of Captain Schwartz, down near tlie river, and 

E coni? ^ but ?bat 



„ , • 77 ‘. property <«s wiuu oe removed were 

the rear 1 1 1 C6S ° f bis artlIler y and one caisson were brought to 

Oolmnbus, seeing us in possession of Ms camp, directed 

inimw It fm.!wLn 1S hea,V Z ?? ns > but ’ ra]i 8' in g too high, inflicted no 
Im-lifl’ V Came at tbe same time of the crossing of heavy 

bodies of ti oops above us, amounting, as I since learn, to five regiments, 

in^our iTiritfS 86 7 Incb bad fled in tbafc direction, formed rapidly 
ti'n^nnrff ’ m ^ tbe d ® 81 .? 1 } of cutting off our communication with our 
of th? PvnAriH?^? r T Ven f t ll 1 S V aild baviu 8’ tally accomplished the object 
onm n 0rdered 0a P tam Ta yIor to reverse his guns and 

T? ny l n hlS now petition, which was done with 
niain rornf 1 i<3Ctj breaklU8 bls line and opening our way to the 

l , i f fin o? t0 an order t0 that effect, Colonel Logan ordered 

dirPpHnn if 7. °^, klS re £ lra( ? u t? prepared to force his way in the same 
5 qi f ry ‘ M° vln 8 01 b be was followed by the whole force 
rfolTir.1 ty ‘ SeV T^ n ! lL and the cavalry companies of Captains 

iSt l ,/7 Claii ° ; i b^termmed to preserve my command unbroken, 
Ji t , desi8U of the enemy to divide it, I twice rode 
,P ( ; k “ 1 , 0S i the field to bring up the Twenty-seventh and Hollins’ cav- 
fSuwf n/ 80 dispatched Major Brayman for the same purpose, but 

r^°^L^ C T 1 ^ pl i Sb i n ?i the object ’ ^ey having sought in returning the 
same route by which they advanced in the morning. 

«onn7ri Pi ! SS1U ^ i nt ° *bc woods, the Thirtieth, the Seventh, and Twenty- 
S 1 ® “countered a heavy Are on their right and left successively, 
7'!“ rrae -returned with such vigor aud effect as to drive back the sit- 
penoi loi ce of the enemy and silence his firing, but not until the Sev- 
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enth and Twenty-second liad been thrown into temporary disorder. 
Here Lieutenant-Colonel Wentz, of the Seventh, a gallant and faithful 
officer, aud Captain Marckley, of the Thirtieth, with several privates, 
were killed, and Colonel Dougherty, of the Twenty-second, and Major 
McOlurken, of the Thirtieth, who was near me, seriously wounded. 
Here my body servant killed one of the enemy by a pistol-shot. 

Driving the enemy back on either side, we moved on, occasionally ex- 
changing shots with straggling parties, in the course of which my horse 
received another ball, being one of two fired at me from the corner of 
the field. Captain Schwartz was at my right when these shots were 
fired. At this stage of the contest, according to the admission of rebel 
officers, the enemy’s forces had been swelled by frequent re-enforcements 
from the other side to be over thirteen regiments of infantry and some- 
thing less than two squadrons of cavalry, excluding his artillery — four 
pieces of which were in our possession — two of which, after being 
spiked, together with part of one our own caissons, were left on the 
way for want of animals to bring them off. The other two, with their 
horses and harness, were brought off. 

On reaching the landing, and not finding the detachments of the 
Seventh and Twenty-second, which you had left behind in the morning 
to guard the boats, I ordered Delano’s cavalry, which Avas embarking, 
to the rear of the fields, to watch the enemy. Within an hour all our 
forces which had arrived were embarked, Captain Schwartz, Captain 
Hatch, assistant quartermaster, and myself being the last to get on 
board. Suddenly the enemy in strong force, whose approach had been 
discovered by Lieut. Col. John IT. White, of the Thirty-first, who had 
been conspicuous through the day for his dauntless courage and con- 
duct, came within range of our musketry, when a terrible fire was 
opened upon him by the gunboats, as well as by Taylor’s battery and 
the infantry from the decks of the transports. 

The engagement thus renewed was kept up with great spirit and with 
deadly effect upon the enemy until the transports had passed beyond 
his reach. Exposed to the terrible fire of the gunboats and Taylor’s 
battery, a great number of tbe enemy Avere killed and wounded in this 
the closing scene of a battle of six hours’ duration. 

The Twenty-seventh and Dollins cavalry being yet behind, I ordered 
my transport to continue in the rear of the fleet, excepting the gun- 
boats, and after proceeding a short distance landed, and directed tbe 
gunboats to return and await their appearance. At this moment Lieut. 
H. A. Bust, adjutant of the Twenty-seventh, a brave and enterprising 
officer, hastened up and announced the approach of the Twenty-seventh 
and Dollins’ cavalry. Accompanied by Captains Schwartz and Hatch 
I rode doAvn the river bank, and met Colonel Buford with a part of his 
command. Informing him that my transport was waiting to receive him, 
I went farther down the river and met Captain Dollins, whom 1 also in- 
structed to embark, and still farther down met the remainder of the 
Twenty-seventh, which had halted on the bank Avhere the gunboat Tyler 
was lying to, the Lexington lying still farther down. The rest of the 
boats having gone forward, Captain Walke, of the Tyler, at my request, 
promptly took the remainder of the Twenty-seventh on board, Captain 
Stembel, of the Lexington, covering the embarkation. 

Having thus embarked all my command, I returned with Captains 
Schwartz and Hatch to my transport and re-embarked, reaching Cairo 
about midnight, after a day of almost unceasing marching and conflict. 

I cannot bestow too high commendation upon all whom I had the 
honor to command on that day. Supplied with inferior and defective 
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arms, many of which could not be discharged, and others bursting in 
use, they fought an enemy in woods with which he was familiar, behind 
defensive works which he had been preparing for months, in the lace 
of a battery at Belmont and under his heavy guns at Columbus, and, 
although numbering three or four to our one, beat him, capturing several 
stand of his colors, destroying his camp, and carrying off a large amount 
of property already mentioned. From his own semi-official accounts, his 
loss was 600 killed, wounded, and missing, including among the killed 
and wounded a number of officers, and probably among the missing 155 
prisoners, who were brought to this post. 

To mention all who did well would include every man in my command 
who came under my personal notice. Both officers and privates did 
their whole duty, nobly sustaining the enviable character of Americans 
and Illinoisans. They shed new luster upon the flag of their country 
by upholding it in triumph amid the shock of battle and the din of arms. 
The blood they so freely poured out proved their devotion to their 
country, and serves to hallow a just cause with glorious recollections. 
Their success -was that of citizen soldiers. 

Major Brayman, Captains Schwartz and Dresser, and Lieutenants 
Eddy and Babcock, all members of my staff, are entitled to my grati- 
tude for the zeal and alacrity with which they bore my orders in the 
face of danger and discharged all their duties in the field. Colonels 
Buford, Fouke, and Logan repeatedly led their regiments to the charge, 
and as often drove the enemy back in confusion, thus inspiring their 
men with kindred ardor and largely contributing to the success of the 
day. Colonel Logan’s admirable tactics not only foiled the frequent 
attempts of the enemy to flank him, but secured a steady advance to- 
wards the enemy’s camp. Colonel Fouke and his command, exposed 
throughout to a galling tire from the enemy, never ceased to press for- 
ward. His march was marked by the killed and wounded of the foe, 
mingled with many of his own men. Accomplishing a difficult circuit 
Colonel Buford, active, eager, and emulous, was the first to throw his 
within the enemy’s defenses. Captain Taylor and Lieutenant 
White managed the battery attached to my command with admirable 
skill and most successful effect. Oupt. J. J. Doll in with liis company 
of cavalry, displayed unsurpassed activity and daring. Having been 
early detached from his regiment (the Thirty-first), he found his way, in 
company with the Twenty-seventh, to the enemy’s camp on the lower 
side, charging his line with an impetuosity characteristic of himself and 
his brave followers. 

lives) 11 ' victory, though signal and extraordinary, cost many valuable 

. Of the Twenty- seventh, 11 were killed, 42 wounded, and 28 are miss- 
mg. Among the wounded was Captain Schmitt, already honorably 
mentioned, and Lieut. William Shipley, of Company A, a gallant and 
promising young officer, who has since died. 

Of the Thirtieth, 9 were killed, 27 wounded, and 8 are missing. Among 
the killed is Cajit. Thomas G. Marckley, of Company D, a brave and 
valuable officer, who died true to his trust. 

Maj. Thomas McClurken, an accomplished and efficient officer, whose 
services were conspicuous on the field, was severely, and I fear mortally, 
wounded. _ J 

Of the Thirty-first, 10 were killed, 61 wounded, and 4 are missing. 
Capt. John W. Rigby, of Company F, a veteran and faithful officer, be- 
ing among the wounded j also Capts. William A. Looney, of Company 
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0, and Alexander 8. Somerville, of Company K, both bold and exem- 
plary officers. 

Of Collins’ cavalry, 1 was killed and 2 wounded. 

Of Taylor’s battery of light artillery; 5 were wounded ; among whom 
was First Sergt. Charles W. Everett. 

In closing this report, unavoidably somewhat imperfect, I cannot re- 
frain from bearing testimony to the gallantry and good conduct of every 
arm of your whole force. Each did well ; and, rejoicing in it, I cannot 
but sympathize in the just pride with which their valor has inspired you 
as tlieir victorious commander. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. MoOLEBNAND, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri. 


No. 5. 

Report of Col. Napoleon B. Buford , Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-seventh Reg-’t III. Vols., 

Cairo , November 9, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the part which my regiment took in 
the battle of Belmont on the 7th instant. The regiment, numbering 720 
rank and file, were on board the steamer Montgomery at 4 o’clock p. m. 
of the 6tli instant, which lauded on the Kentucky shore at foot of Isl- 
and No. 1 to await the following daybreak, at which time we steamed 
down the river to a point on the Missouri shore, in full view of the 
batteries at Columbus, Ky., and at 7 o’clock a. m. I landed the regi- 
ment, and took up the position assigned me by yourself on the right of 
the First Brigade, which was parallel to a bayou, which was in some 
places dry and in others impassable, and directly opposite one of the 
roads to Belmont, at the distance of 1£ miles from the enemy’s camp. 
I immediately advanced the first platoon of Company A, under the 
command of Captain Schmitt aud Lieutenant Shipley, across the bayou 
into the woods, to ascertain the nature of the ground and discover the 
position of the enemy, whose drums were distinctly heard. The de- 
tachment had advanced only 100 yards before they were fired upon by 
a body of cavalry, which they repulsed. As soon as the firing was heard 
1 advanced the remainder of Schmitt’s company, and supported them 
with the whole regiment, which I caused to cross the bayou. Schmitt’s 
company, having advanced about 200 yards farther, were again fired 
upon by a larger body of cavalry, wounding one of his men, which he 
gallantly repulsed a second time. At this time, by your orders, Colonel 
Fouke brought up his regiment to my support, which he quickly formed 
on my left, and sent out two of his companies as skirmishers. It was here 
that you found me in advance of the place assigned me, and as the ar- 
tillery and the other regiments, not of your brigade, had not yet come 
up, by your orders I moved back to the right of my first position, with 
Fouke’s and Logan’s regiments all formed. in line of battle. 

While waiting for the arrival of Taylor’s battery, my regiment was 
advanced half a mile to the right, and companies A and B sent forward 
under the command of Captain Schmitt, with orders to feel the enemy 
and engage him if found in that direction. Taylor’s battery having ar- 
rived, the whole attacking force, with the exception of my regiment, 
moved forward on the direct road to Belmont, and the engagement 
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Guided by the sound of the fierce battle in which you were all the 
forWa ; r<1 ' , Afc m *- request you had detached Oap- 

liV-Hl nffhA 1 ! /° * 1 J 0U A aides ’ to attend me j who rode with me at the 

rin V ! t ^ lment - As we pressed forward in the woods, Captain 
Sui nin w . 1 . th , bls cavalry, appeared on my left, and obeyed my orders 
vitli alacrity to go forward and discover the enemy. 

Our road soon led to a hill view of the river and Wolfs Island below 


in the open space in fall view of Colambu^Zd under Sfire of the 
eld m tillerv m Belmont and the enemy’s guns on the opposite side of 

he formal “ by the right flank, before the line could 

be ioi mod at light angles we received a heavy lire of muskerv which 

, S ? mC 0f \ neD ' While* forming^fe^ 
b al_lant Captain Lielaski, on Ins charger, was seen animating tlie men 
and assnsting m forming the line. His heroic bearing was observed by 
us all. .Alter •having Ins horse shot under him he Seized a fiaVand 

HSa’tltS h !^“ “ y imamU * L Theuteuant-Colonol 
.LUiim^ton and Adjutant Rust were near me on the rieiit leadin<»- 

bravely forward, while Major Wilson Avas doing the same on ’the left 
The nature of the ground, the obstacles, and "the heVcamionadhi- 

tionlt w5| 11 l !Sn S c f lsed each 00 ni Pany to take up the best posh 

t oil it could, and all kept up a constant lire, which soon drove the enemy 

tiom his camp Here we lost about 9 killed and 30 Avounded 7 

?™ r *h abatis O'? a* right and across 


« vu lJl uvirouo W »iuu uiac i coma not dis- 

tinguish which went forward with most alacrity. Captain Schmitt with 

Tiart of Ins PrtmniHUT oml -a. r ..i, . J UbUIULW), VVlttl 


hvnnn'M 1+ , , , * *■* Vi. AJLCHlLCUUiUl. LiVUC, AVUO 

during tl.A whnm tropb / wel1 e , arned b -> r the intrepidity he displayed 
fcS p . lo day * As T. e adva need to make this attack the “ Star- 


o n „„n.Lui t ” w uiaivo ums iiaaoK me ocar- 

e i„„ ( A ( i * „ J,’ „f >rn 1 e - 1 b ^ ^ 0ll ce Login’s, and other of the regiments 
liiMwt steadily advancing on our left; Taylor’s battery was 

we fo,d pSssion of E.„^ ^ and 

ir de f ls kT e ? being . enacted y° u rode into our midst, and 

nhnnf 7/fi c ur ° rder tbat m y regiment fired the camp. We had taken 


forfnn i iemy i , Camp G aud ? e aud 0a P tain Miles, with other prisoners he 
w ? ai ? lr N d ’ begau t0 I? tum t0 the boats - Shot and shell from Colum- 
fhpnw 6 ? e . c ® ssa ry that my regiment should now fall back behind 

rnPTi^f ? Ud m t° tbe T 00(ls - , rbe victory appeared won. We com- 
x „ letiring to our boats, but soou a new attack, made by fresh 
1 , who had been landed from Columbus in the woods, intercepted 
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our m arcli. W c returned their tire by a part of our regiment, and sought 
to find a new route to return. Covered by the woods, and guided by 
the descending sun, I led the regiment northward until I reached the 
bayou we had marched around in the morning to outflank the enemy, 
and recognizing the position, went confidently around it and got within 
1 mile of the starting-point of the morning, but was admonished to take 
a northerly direction by the continued sound of musketry between us 
and where our boats were left in the morning and by the heavy can- 
nonading from our own gunboats. We marched northward in rear of 
the farms on Lucas Bend, a distance of about 3 miles, before returning 
to the river near sunset, exposed during the whole march to the shot 
and shell of our own gunboats, which happily did us no injury.' 

On reaching the river the fleet of gunboats and steamboats were all 
far in advance, steaming towards Cairo. We marched forward, greatly 
fatigued, with the prospect of a long night’s march. Our wounded men 
were limping along, and all our horses were surrendered to them. The 
sun was setting. I met a settler, who had a frank, honest face, from 
whom I borrowed his horse, and mounted Adjutant Rust upon him to 
gallop forward, and if possible reach the steamer which was nearest us. 
The steamer was seen to be halting, floating back to Beckwith’s Land- 
ing. The adjutant reached the steamer Chancellor, hailed, and was 
answered by General McClernand that he was halting with the steamer 
and the two gunboats to take all on board. We soon met you on the 
shore, happy in knowing you had bravely led the brigade and contin- 
ued unwearied in securing its safety. 

And now how shall I distinguish those of my own command who did no- 
bly H It was our first action. W e encountered great odds ; the enemy in 
his fortified position , the thunder of the heavy artillery from Columbus, the 
whizzing of rifled cannon ; we had no guides. How could soldiers who 
had only volunteered a few days ago be expected to brave such odds ? 
But they did brave them. My thanks are due to Lieutenant- Colonel 
Harrington, to Major Wilson, and to Adjutant Rust, who nobly assisted 
in forming the line under the lire and rallying the troops and in cover- 
ing the retreat ; also to Captains Schmitt, Parke, Moore, Miles, Soutli- 
ward, Brooks, Merrill, and Bozarth, and all the officers under their com- 
mand j also to Sergeant Jansen, of Company A, and Fourth Sergeant 
McCyrmick, of Company B, whom I observed nobly doing their duty. 
Snrg. E. H. Bowman was at his post, dressed the first wounded man, and 
was the last to leave his post. Happy am I that he is safe. Assistant 
Surgeon Barrell remained at home by my order to take care of the sick, 
hut obeyed reluctantly. Quartermaster Sears solicited me to accompany 
the expedition, but as we took no train, I left him in command of the 
camp at home. Chaplain Rev. Dr. S. Y. McMasters accompanied the 
expedition, and was unwearied in consoling and dressing the wounded. 

We lost 11 killed, 42 wounded, 28 missing, and 14 known to be pris- 
oners. Among the mortally wounded was Lieut. William Shipley, of 
Company A, from Quincy, a young man of rare merits. He had for 
some time been unwell, and was by me directed to remain in camp ; but 
when the column marched he was at his post, radiant with smiles, and 
was in the battle from first to last, receiving his wound on the retreat 
within a mile of the boats. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. B. BTTFORD, 

Colonel Twenty -seventh Regiment Illinois Volunteers. 

Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, 

Commanding First Brigade Illinois Volunteers, 
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No. C. 

Report of Col. Philip B. PouJce , Thirtieth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters Thirtieth Regiment III. Vols., 

Camp M'c demand, November 9, 1801. 

Hear Sir : I received your order to have my Thirtieth Regiment 
ready to march at a moment’s warning at 11 o’clock p. m., Oth instant. 
1 lemamed m camp in readiness until yonr second order was received 

t f. ft en b 1 ar \ at 4 -°’ c ™? k ’ wllich was (lon e promptly at the hour named. 
Alter landing m Missouri I placed my regiment in the position you 
uiiected, and marched forward, with Colonel Logan on my left, and did 
not march tar when the enemy opened upon my command, with in- 
iantry m front, and a battery ol artillery obli(piely raking my lines. 
V e maintained our position steadily for thirty minutes, then moved for- 
ward slowly, driving the enemy before us. When I arrived at the corn 
field, or open space in front, I found Colonel Dougherty, Twenty-second 
Illinois Regiment, on my right. The batteries of the enemy there were 
abandoned. The enemy’s artillery and infantry retreated before us 
acioss the field, and took position in a ravine surrounded by fallen 
timber in front of tlieiy camp. Here I met with Colonel Dougherty. 
He charged to the right and I moved forward to the ravine, forming 
m forty paces of the enemy, concealed in fallen timber, and drove him 
liom Jus position. At that time our artillery came up on my right. I 
porned a heavy fire into the retreating enemy under your immediate 
direction, about the same time following up to the cover he had par- 
tially abandoned. Colonel Logan’s Thirty- first Regiment came up from 
"ether aU< * ™ ie tW0 re 8' imonts charged into the enemy’s camp to- 

. A( te , r the defeat of the enemy at the camp I caused my colors (then 
riddled with balls) to be planted, my drums to beat, and rallied my 
regiment m position at the point where we were first attacked by the 
re-enforcement of the enemy. 1 believe I received the first fire. 1 lost 
eie \ lieutenant and 2 privates killed, and several wounded. I was 
t len ordered by you to press forward and cut our way through and pro- 
tect our batteries. I placed my men, a part in front and a part in rear 
of the batteries, and protected them to the boat, sometimes lifting them 
by main force over logs and ravines. As I entered the woods I received 
a galling fire from the enemy on the left. I returned three volleys, and 
as soon as I could disengage one of the guns of our battery which the 
horses were too much exhausted to pull over some logs in a ravine, I 
maiched forward. It was then that Captain Marckley was killed. He 
fl f ea f- at m y feet, gallantly urging his men to stand by and protect 
the batteries. I there lost 3 or 4 privates killed and wounded. 

len we arrived at the corn field after the first attack in the woods 
we were again assailed. It was there that 12 or 15 of the Seventh Iowa 
Regiment fell. They had been separated from their command early in 
tfie action, and had been fighting by my side in my regiment during the 
i a -- r ’ an<1 v, f^d that they obeyed all my commands cheerfully, and 
ought gallantly during the whole of the engagement. Major McClurken 
here fell like a true soldier, in front of the ranks. After passing through 
the corn field we received one volley on the left of my regiment from the 
retirmg enemy which wounded 2 of my men. That was the last of the 
? n ® a S ein< r I1 t until we got to the boats. My regiment came to the boats 
m order, bringing off quite a number of the wounded. 
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I cannot speak too highly of the bravery and gallantry of my com- 
mand. Three balls entered my saddle. The crupper of my saddle was 
cut in two by a ball. I had two horses wounded whilst on them. I have 
a black-silk flag with a scarlet fringe, taken by my regiment during the 
light. It belonged to a Tennessee regiment. I took a whole company 
of Tennesseeans, but they all got away in the last engagement except 28. 
Those I delivered up at headquarters on my return to Cairo. My total 
loss of officers and men, including killed, wounded, and missing, amounts 
to 81.* One-fourth of the guns used by my regiment in the battle 
either exploded or were rendered useless before the battle was half 
over. 


Your obedient servant, 


Brig. Gen. John A. McOlernand. 


P. B. FOUKE, 
Colonel Thirtieth Regiment. 


Ho. 7. 

Report of Col. John A. Logan , Thirty-first Illinois Infantry. 

Camp McOlernand, November 11, 18G1. 

Sir : In pursuance of Special Orders, Ho. 97, I prepared as many of 
my command as were in condition to march that were supplied with 
arms, the whole number being 6 10 infantry, and 70 cavalry, commanded 
by Captain Dollins. I proceeded at 4 o’clock on the 6th instant to the 
steamer Aleck Scott, and then embarked, in connection with Colonel 
Fouke’s regiment. We proceeded that night 11 miles below Cairo, and 
remained at the Kentucky shore till morning, when we proceeded with 
other boats, under command of Brigadier-Generals McOlernand and 
Grant, landing at a farm some 3£ miles above Belmont, in Missouri, 
opposite Columbus, Ky. We then, in connection with other commands, 
proceeded to a large farm some 2 miles in rear of Belmont, and formed 
line of battle under orders. My command was placed on the left, Col- 
onel Fouke to my right, the Seventh Iowa on his right, and Colonel 
Buford on the extreme right, headed by Captain Dollins’ cavalry, of 
my command. I was ordered to throw out two companies of skirmishers, 
winch I did — Captain Bees’ company, A, and Captain Somerville, Com- 
pany K, under command of Lieut. Col. J. H. White, of my command. 
They advanced on double-quick some half mile. Having discovered 
the enemy, formed line of battle, Company A on the right and K on 
the left, on the east side of a small field, and there received a fire from 
the enemy, which was returned, where Company A lost one man killed 
and several wounded, and Colonel White had several holes shot through 
his coat, being in advance of his command. The two companies were 
ordered to advance, which they did, and the fight became general, 
wheu Captain Somerville (Company K) was wounded and compelled 
to retire, First Lieut. H. T. Snyder immediately taking command of 
Company K. I then ordered up Company I, of my command, under 
Captain McCook, to support the skirmishers, who formed on the center 
of Companies A and K, where the ground was hotly contested. I was 
then ordered to support the three companies with the remainder of my 
command. I immediately advanced through thick woods to a second 


*But see No. 2, p. 274. 
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{ ield frjP where the first engagement took place. I ordered Companies 
I. and K to form on the left and Company A. on the right of my com- 
mand. I then gave Colonel White command of the left wing, and he 
performed his part of the work nobly. The enemy opened a heavy fire 
on my whole line from behind a depression that had been made at some 
time by the river. Several of my men were then wounded and two killed. 
We returned the fire, and advanced some distance, perhaps fifty paces, 
where we took cover from trees, logs, and underbrush. Then we opened 
a fire on the enemy, which was returned. Captain Looney and Captain 
Ixigby were then wounded while fighting gallantly by their men. I 
ordered the men to lie down. Many of them did so, letting their 
returned fire pass over the line. The enemy soon gave way, and re- 
treated some hundred yards. X was then ordered to cease firing hy 
General Grant until the enemy’s position could he ascertained. We 
now formed in as good a line as we could in the timber and brush, 
when the enemy again opened on my line a deadly fire, killing several 
ox my men and wounding some twenty. 

The engagement then lasted for some length of time, and was really 
terrific. At one tune then I thought they were outflanking us. I ex- 
tended iny line a little more to the left, in the direction of the river. 
The engagement was continued at the distance of 300 yards, we 
advancing and they gradually receding. About this time an order 
was given by General McClemand to advance along the line. I then 
ordered in y whole command to charge the enemy. This charge was 
made with a will and a yell that sent the enemy in confusion to their 
boats, many of them falling on the way. In this charge, sir, I must be 
permitted to say that the officers and men maintained as good a line 
and executed tlie commands as well as could have been done by veteran 
troops. We drove the enemy from us until they disappeared under 
cover of fallen timber, protecting tbeir retreat to their boats. I then 
moved by the right flank until we came to the open field in front of 
the camp at Belmont, then connecting with Colonel Eouke’s command, 
who were formed in a depression on the right of tlie fallen timber in 
front of the encampment. A captain of the Iowa Seventh fought 
bravely with me during most of the engagement, he being detached 
from his command. 

I then formed a line of battle on a high piece of ground overlooking 
the camp. I saw Colonel Buford’s men down by the fallen timber 
down the river from the camp. I rode down to Colonel Eouke, and 
told him that we must charge the camp. He said that lie would make 
the charge in connection with me. At this time I saw Captain Bie- 
laski take tlie American flag and start with it, supported by Company 
A, Captain Bees’ company, and two companies of tlie Seventh Iowa, who 
had gone through iu advance of my regiment all the way in skirmish 
fight. Captain Bielaski was then killed while planting the flag of our 
Onion in their encampment. A braver man never fell on a field of 
battle. I then gave command to my regiment to follow me, and they 
did so with a yell and a will, Colonel Fouke’s regiment forming the left 
in the charge. Iu this charge I saw General McClernand, with hat in 
hand, leading as gallaut a charge as ever was made by any troops 
unskilled in the arts of war. In this charge on the enemy I observed 
Captain Brooks’, Captain Parke’s, and a portion of another company of 
Colonel Buford’s regiment doing gallant service. Then tlie battle was 
hot, but for a moment. The enemy fled, and the day was ours. The 
flag of the enemy was cut down by E. 13. Winters, of Company A, 
Thirty-first Begiment. In cutting it down he was wounded, as i am 
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informed by tlie whole company. When Winters was wounded the flag 
was torn off by a man in Colonel Buford’s regiment and retained, while 
the party who claimed to have doue so, and have retained the flag, 
were at all times protected in every movement by the advance of my 
cavalry company, who were detached from my command, and had led 
Colonel Buford through the woods to the battle-field. I must here 
mention that Captain Bees’ company (A), of the Thirty-first Begiment, 
while detached as skirmishers, went through to the camp of the enemy 
in trout of one of the guns of the enemy, and took and spiked the gun, 
suffering very much in doing so, having some 12 men badly wounded 
and 1 killed. 

After we had taken the camp and burned it with the valuables, the 
enemy carried above us a very large force, and was attempting to sur- 
round us. I asked some of the battery men with us to bring up a gun 
and fire on them, as they were firing in the field in the rear of us. They 
did not do so at once. General McOlernand ordered me to detail a 
company to run the battery on the elevation. I did so detail Captain 
McCook’s company. They ran up a gun, and it was fired twice. A 
portion of my regiment then opened a fire on them, and they retreated. 
I being the extreme left all day, I supposed that the command of the 
regiment on the right would naturally take the position on the right 
again, though I observed at the time a deployment in the woods on the 
left down the river and out straight from the camp. I got my men in 
line poorly, but as best I could, to make a stand. At that time General 
McClernand, who was by my side, seeing the enemy reforming in the 
woods between us and our boats, ordered me to take my regiment and 
cut their way through them. I must confess that I thought it a pretty 
hard task, though I felt complimented in getting the job, inasmuch as- 
I was outranked by every colonel or the field. I took my flag, and tolcl 
Captain McCook to carry it to the head of the column, and die with it 
in his hands. I gave the order then for the Thirty-first Begiment, and 
as many more of others as desired, to follow the flag and myself. They 
did it with a steady and firm step. As we advanced I ordered Lieu- 
tenant Pulley, who was acting adjutant on the field, to go to the head 
of the column and lead, which he did. The enemy gave way before us 
without firing a gun until we approached the field, some mile up the 
river. Then they fired on us. We halted, and returned the fire. The 
enemy retreated, and I saw them no more until they showed themselves 
in the field after we had gone aboard of the steamboat Aleck Scott. 
They then fired a few rounds, but the gunboats soon cleared the coast. 
My command brought away — prisoners, who have been placed at 
the disposal of the general in command. Many of the guns of my 
command choked and burst while in battle, though the boys soon had 
better ones in their hands. Many of my command lost their blankets, 
and overcoats on the field by pulling them off and throwing them down 
to give them fair play in the use of their fire-arms. Some few horses 
were captured, and many things of small value — papers, books,. &c.* 

# # * * * * * 

JOHN A. LOGA1ST, 

Commanding Thirty -first Regiment Illinois Volunteers . 

Brig. Gen. John A. McCleenand. 

*For list of casualties, see inclosure to report No. 2, p. 275. 
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Report of Capt. Ezra Taylor , Battery B, First Illinois Light Artillery. 


Camp Lyon, Mo,, November 8, 1861. 

Sir : I have to report the following casualties, &c., during the expe- 
dition and light which occurred at Belmont yesterday: 

Three men seriously wounded: First Sergt. Charles W. Everett, mus- 
ket-shot in the head ; Sergt. David F. Chase, shot in the arm : Private 
George Q. White, lost right hand and badly wounded in the face. 

Slightly wounded: Privates C. B. Van Horn and William Do Wolfe. 

Horses lost : 3 shot on the field, 

Horses wounded : 2 in the legs; several others slightly wounded. 

Left on the field: 2 caissons, 1 baggage wagon, 2 sets artillery lead 
harness, 1,000 ball cartridge for Colt’s revolvers, 200 rounds ammunition 
tor 0-pounder guns, 25 double blankets, 20 canteens, 5 coats, 3 caps, 5 
Colt’s revolvers, 5 horse-blankets, 0 sabers, 5 lanterns, 3 shovels, 1 over- 
coat, 2 currycombs and brushes, 2 fuse-gouges, 60 friction-primers, 2 
camp-kettles, 20 cups, 1 leg guard, 1 sponge and rammer, 0 whips, 20 
haversacks, 2 pick-axes, 4 felling-axes, 1 trail handspike. 

Captured from the enemy: 20 horses, 1 mule, 1 6-pounder brass gun, 
1 12-pounder brass howitzer, and some fragments of artillery harness, 
and sundry small articles captured by individuals, not of any particular 
value to the service. 

M.V force consisted of four 6-pounder field guns, two 12-pounder how- 
itzers, with gun limbers and caissons complete, 81 horses and 14 mules, 
1,000 rounds ammunition for guns and howitzers, 1,000 pistol cartridges, 
114 men, with rations and forage for two days. Hmnber of rounds 
fired on the field, 400; number lost, 200; number brought off the field, 
400. 

1 have to regret the loss of my caissons and baggage wagon, but trust 
that the Government is amply repaid in the capture of two guns from 
the enemy. I am highly gratified to be able to report that the officers 
and men under my command conducted themselves in a manner to de- 
serve my highest commendation and praise as soldiers. I take pleasure 
in mentioning in particular Lieut. P. H. White and the men under his 
immediate command for the bravery displayed in driving the enemy 
Ironi his position, silencing his battery, and, under a galling fire from 
his intan try, capturing two of his guns ; and although the result of the 
battle is anything but satisfactory to me, yet I cannot forbear to say 
that, considering the ground fought over and the extreme difficulty ex- 
perienced in handling artillery in the woods, I am satisfied that no men 
could have effected more under the circumstances. 

Your obedient servant, 


EZBA TAYLOB, 

Captain Light Battery B, First Lllinois Artillery . 
General IX. S. Grant, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri. 
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No. 9. 

Report of Col. Henry Dougherty , Twenty-second Illinois Infantry , com- 
manding Second Brigade. 

Headquarters Twenty-second Illinois Yols., 

Gamp Lyon , December — , 1861. 

In pursuance to your order issued on the 6th of November, I embarked 
the Twenty-second Illinois Volunteers, numbering 562 men rank and 
file, with two days’ rations, on board the transport Belle Memphis. 
Everything being on board the steamer, we moved out into the stream, 
and after a short trip laid to on the Kentucky shore, near the head of 
Island No. 1, where Ave remained through the night in company Avith 
other transports from Cairo and Bird’s Point, aboard of which Avere 
troops comprising the Seventh loAva, commanded by Colonel Lauman ; 
TAventy-seventh Illinois, Colonel Buford; Thirtieth Illinois, Colonel 
Fouke ; Thirty-first Illinois, Colonel Logan ; also Captain Taylor’s bat- 
tery of light artillery, together Avith a small force of cavalry. 

The gunboats Lexington and Tyler accompanying us, Avhich took 
position in the stream, were anchored below the transports. Our officers 
and men, being comfortably provided for, soon retired for the night, 
impressed Avith the . probability of realizing their most ardent wishes ; 
for by this time all on board Avere fully impressed with the opinion that 
we Avere bound for Belmont, Avhich the sequel proved to be true. 

Having received orders from you during the night through the hands 
of Assistant Adjutant-General EaAvlins, I ascertained that you had 
placed me in command of the Second Brigade. I immediately trans- 
ferred the command of the Twenty-second Illinois to Lieut. Col. H. E. 
Hart, Avho in accepting it remarked that he felt satisfied that the officers 
and men would do their duty, which I am proud to say they did to my 
and I hope to your entire satisfaction. 

Early on the morning of the 7th the transports, preceded by the gun- 
boats, moved down the river until within sight of the rebel forces on the 
summit of the Iron Banks immediately above Columbus, on the Ken- 
tucky shore, and, as afterwards proved to be the case, within range of 
some of the enemy’s batteries of heavy artillery. After the disembark- 
ation of the forces and formation of the Twenty-second Illinois and 
Seventh Ioavu Eegimeuts into line, three companies of the former and two 
companies of the latter were ordered to remain with the transports, 
being placed under the command of Captain Detrich, of the Twenty- 
second Illinois, who Avas ordered by you to protect the transports and 
engage any forces of the enemy Avhich might approach them. His re- 
port is herewith submitted. 

Having passed through a field near where we disembarked and 
reached the timber, we formed in line of battle, the First Brigade, con- 
sisting of the Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth, and Thirty-first Illinois Vol- 
unteers, under the command of Brig. Gen. John A. McOlernand, taking 
the right a little in advance of the Second Brigade, composed of the 
Twenty- second Illinois and the Seventh Iowa Eegimeuts, under my 
command, and the Avhole force under your command in person. As 
soon as the line of battle was formed the order to advance was received 
and promptly obeyed. The Twenty-second Illinois and SeA r enth Iowa 
advanced for about 500 yards to the margin of a slough, where an order 
Avas given to halt and wait for further orders. Here Companies 0 and 
B of the Twenty-second Illinois, under the command of Captain Seaton, 
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and one company of the Seventh Iowa, were deployed as skirmishers, 
to ascertain and if possible to discover the position of the enemy. Soon 
the order of advance was again given, and from this point the Second 
Brigade encountered heavy timber, much of which had been felled by 
the enemy in order to impede the progress of any attacking force. Re- 
gardless of the obstacles tints encountered, the Second Brigade advanced 
as rapidly as possible for about half a mile, passing over much of the 
distance at double-quick march. 

Hearing firing on the right while the skirmishers of the Second Bri- 
gade remained silent on the left, we advanced by a flank movement to 
the right through almost impenetrable woods, climbing over felled trees 
and filing around tree-tops in the direction of the firing. Halting a few 
moments to form a line, we again advanced, and encountered the enemy 
behind logs and among tree-tops, and at this point the firing commenced 
on the left, which now seemed to be general along the whole line, the 
whole force being apparently engaged in action. The enemy for some 
time obstinately resisted any advance at this point, ami a storm of 
musketry raged along the whole line of the Second Brigade. Shell and 
shot from the artillery of the enemy along the Iron Banks and the held 
pieces at Belmont fell thick and fast, and a perfect storm of bullets 
from his small-arms was here encountered. Many of our brave men 
were wounded at this point, and some fell to rise no more, sealing their 
patriotism with their heart’s blood; but their valor forced the enemy to 
yield at last, and again the Second Brigade advanced, pressing on over 
the enemy’s dead and wounded, many of whom -implored our men not to 
murder them, being evidently under the belief of the false and wicked 
impression ,so industriously sought to be made by many of the leaders of 
this cursed rebellion that we were barbarians and savages, but instead 
of murdering them some of our men ministered to their wants and con- 
veyed them to places of safety. 

Step by step we drove them until they reached a secondary bank, 
such as abound through the river bottoms of the West, under which 
they were protected from our lire, and where they made another despe- 
rate stand for about thirty minutes, when our fire became so hot that 
they retreated precipitately to some open ground near their encamp- 
ment, covered by a rude abatis of felled timber, strewing the ground as 
they went with guns, coats, and canteens. Our brave troops followed 
them with shouts, pouring volley after volley into them. Here the 
enemy’s movements at this point gave unmistakable evidence of being 
panic-stricken and defeated, retreating to the river and up the river 
bank behind the shelter of some brush and timber. 

On gaining the open ground near their encampment, opposite to and 
in sight of the lower part of Columbus, the relative positions of the 
different commands for the first time since the commencement of the 
battle became visible. The Second Brigade, being on the left, had a 
shorter distance to march in order to reach the enemy than the First, 
and consequently reached the open ground in front of the enemy’s camp 
in advance of the right wing. In a few minutes one section of Captain 
Taylor’s battery of artillery emerged from the timber on the right and 
took position, when the Seventh Iowa and Twenty-second Illinois fell 
back and suported the battery, which opened a fire on the retreating 
rebels and their camp. The battery was well served, and evidently dis- 
concerted the rebels, accelerating their retreat, and spreading conster- 
nation amongst them. From that point the Second Brigade advanced 
with the battery, entered the encampment of the enemy, and captured 
three pieces of his artillery, one piece being taken possession of by Com- 
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pany B, Captain Seaton, and one by Company E, Captain McAdams, 
both of the Twenty-second Illinois, and the third by a part of our forces 
unknown to me. Two of the pieces were placed in charge of Captain 
Taylor, who gallantly brought them away from the field, to be used in 
a better cause in future. 

After assisting in the destruction of the rebel camp and property not 
movable as long as was prudent under the fire of the rebel batteries in 
and about Columbus, which commanded the whole ground, the order to 
retire to the transports was received, but not before the rebel flag had 
been hauled down and the Stars and Stripes, the flag of our fathers, still 
bright with the glorious memories of the past, was exhibited to their 
view. After it had been displayed and the field music had played our 
national air within hearing of the rebels the order to retire was received 
from you, and our weary forces were called from the camp which they 
had destroyed. 

In the mean time the rebels had transported a large force of fresh 
troops across the river — seven regiments, according to their own state- 
ment, contained in a Memphis paper. These were formed in the timber 
and in some corn fields between their destroyed camp and our trans- 
ports. On the return the Second Brigade encountered these fresh forces, 
and at once engaged them and opened a passage through them. At 
this time the Seventh Iowa was in the rear of tlm Twenty-second 
Illinois, and was somewhat confused. All the field officers and many 
of the company officers of that brave regiment being either killed, 
wounded, or taken by the enemy, I told the men that as we had fought 
our way in we could fight our way out again, and ordered them to keep 
up a steady fire on the left, which they did with a will, notwithstanding 
their exhaustion, opening the ranks of the enemy and forcing their way 
through, in order to reach the transports at the same place we had de- 
barked. On reaching the transports, which were safe and in waiting 
for us. meeting Lieut. Col. H. 15. LLcirt ? who hud conducted himself 
through the entire battle with the coolness and bravery of a soldier, 

I ordered him to embark the Twenty-second Illinois Begiment on 
board the Belle Memphis, while I returned to fetch up the rear of the 
brigade. On my return I found many of the Iowa Seventh considera- 
bly scattered. While cheering them up and hurrying them forward I 
received a small shot in the shoulder and one on the elbow, and slioitly 
afterwards a ball through the ankle. My horse was also shot in several 
places, wlio fell with me and soon expired. I found myself unable to 
travel, and was consequently captured by the rebels, who treated me 
with respect and kindness. 

The loss of the Twenty-second Begiment Illinois Volunteers during 
the day was 23 killed, 74 wounded, and 37 missing ; total loss, 134. Cap- 
tains Ohallenor and Abbott were severely wounded and left upon the 
field, where they were afterwards taken by the enemy. Captain Hub- 
bard was slightly wounded. Lieutenant Adams was severely wounded 
in the left arm and taken prisoner. Captains Ohallenor and Abbott and 
Lieutenant Adams have since been returned, together with all the non- 
commissioned officers and privates who were wounded. The loss of the 
Seventh Iowa Begiment during the action was 26 lulled, bO wounded, 
and 137 missing; total, 243, making the whole loss of the Second 
Brigade 377. Among them were Colonel Lauinan, severely wounded; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wentz, killed, together with most of their company 
officers, who fought gallantly until stricken down by the enemy. 4 his 
regiment throughout the battle fought like veterans, dealing death to the 
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rebels wherever they encountered them. Iowa may well feel proud nf 
her sons who fought at Belmont. Y pi0ucl oi 

missing nearly all, in fact— were taken prisoners, but 
t £ wIioirl there is no certain information, it is feared were killed. 

a mformed as soon as the steamer Memphis got out of the lire 
o . the enemy every attention and care were paid to the wounded nf 
whom there was quite a number on board. Many of the officers were 
very active m ministering to their wants, and Surgeons SteSs and 
tffidr d wnf d 1 att011( 1 le<1 faithfully performing their duties, dressing 
Lieutenant exacting many balls while under way to Cairo. 

Sr?L H S f"i’ quartermaster ot the Twenty-second Illinois Vol- 
untceis, also assisted, and rendered most efficient aid 

1 am further informed that only one two-horse warnm belomnncr + n 
^q^aaste* departaent <Ac Tweuty^fSnLta WeS 
v as hit. It contained nothing, but could not be got aboard lSenmn 

a mflnil to 1m T* ' vllei :® tk< ? Memphis lay was so perpendicular that 
auVi' i tX l “‘Me with shovels, which consumed too much time. 

All the horses, including those captured from the enemy, were cot on 
hoard. Many instances of individual heroism and braved Occurred 

dhcdL*uate a b’hetholor *“ “f 1 80 KaU™tly it would be unjust to 
oisuuumatc. 1 he whole force under your command acted like veterans 

imd you may justly feel proud of the manner in which they »nd,3 

themselves on the well-contested battle-field of Belmont. ' 

r . 7 m H. DOUGHERTY, 

Lionel Twenty -second Bcgiment Illinois Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. II. S. Grant, 

Commanding Forces in Southeast Missouri. 


Ho. 10. 


Report of Cap. John B. Detrioh, commanding detachment Twenty-second 
Illinois and Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

, Camp Lyon, 

a -ft- j-i Bird's Joint , Mo., November 10, 1801. 

ft of ‘I 1 , 6 V“ io “ forces above Belmont on the 


_ ~ i T 7 vvune waiting lor the 

throwbf- °f T ine V distance hom tbe riYer > before 

to march the dli, ® w T? Ved ( Ji' (lers from 0] “ of General Grant's aides 
l! r T clown the river road to a ravine on the point 
-r^ni • 1 + A- ov 4 Belmont, where another road approached the river 
th instructions to engage any detachment of the enemy which mi ^ht 
attempt to approach that way, and to observe the firing and movements 
of the enemy as closely as possible, and to act according y for the 2 
tection of the transports. As soon as possible after reaching the imvine 

Uon^r 1 ^ 0 ? eacl f road in the direc tion of Belmont. The posi- 
4omp nf fi U seIe ° ted ’ and commanded both roads. Although under 
some of the enemy’s guns on the Iron Banks, right on the opposite side 

tha^noffimrv wnt Vine f S? sh , e K ered the detachment under my command 
oveV! 0 n i T ? sustained there— their shot and shell mostly passing 

place ’ lj a l6W Stnkms ’ uear ? and oul 3 r one in the ravine at that 
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I observed the firing closely, as ordered, after it commenced on our 
side, and soon felt satisfied that the forces under the command of Gen- 
eral Grant were forcing the enemy to retire ; heard the cheering of the 
men as they entered the rebel camp, soon after which the firing of 
small-arms ceased for a while. In the mean time I had heard the noise 
of steamers a short distance below, and felt satisfied that the rebels 
were crossing immediately into Belmont or above it. The two gun- 
boats moved down to the point, and almost under some of the rebel 
guns, and opened fire upon them; soon steamed back agaiu toward the 
transports, which had moved a short distance up the river. Lieutenant 
Montague, of Company H, Twenty-second Eegiment Illinois Volunteers, 
in command of the pickets, I threw out down the river road, captured 
one of the artillery horses, and came to me and reported that he heard 
forces moving through the timber below and toward the right, which, 
with the movements of the gunboat, inclined me to the opinion that the 
enemy was moving up through the timber, back of some corn fields, in 
order to reach the transports unobserved. In the mean time the firing 
of small-arms commenced again. It was very rapid, and from the sound 
I judged that our forces encountered the fresh forces of the enemy, and 
were fighting their way back through them, which proved to be the 
case. I then called in my pickets, and about I o’clock p. m. marched 
the detachment back to the place of debarkation through some corn 
fields, which screened it from the observation of the gunners at the bat- 
teries on the opposite side. There I formed the detachment on open 
ground, above the lane and below the point of timber where the steamer 
Memphis lay, and in which the enemy soon appeared, but -kept out of 


range. 

After our forces had about all been re-embarked, I received orders to 
march the detachment on board the transports, and directed the com- 
manders of the two companies of the Seventh Iowa to march on board 
their transports, which had dropped down — the Memphis at the point 
of timber, to which place I then marched the three companies of the 
Twenty-second Illinois. 

After all were on board, the enemy came within range on the bank 
and commenced firing, advancing up to the edge of the high bank where 
the steamer lay. The men, being fresh, hurried up on the hurricane 
deck, under command of their officers, a part remaining below, and 
spiritedly returned the fire of the rebels from the hurricane deck and 
forecastle of the boat, one of the engineers of which attracted attention 
hy the cool manner in which he loaded a piece in his possession and 
fired upon the enemy at short intervals, as his duty permitted. 

Six men out of the three companies from the Twenty-second Illinois, 
comprising a part of the detachment which had been placed under my 
command, were wounded before the boat got away from the river bank 
and out of range— 2 in Company A, 1 in Company H, and 3 in Company 
I; 3 of the 0 severely. The two Seventh Iowa companies were on 
another transport, and sustained no loss that I can learn. 

Your obedient servant, _ 

JOHN E. DETBICH, 

Captain Company I, Twenty -second Eegiment III. Vols. 

Col. Henry Dougherty, 

Twenty -second Illinois Volunteers. 
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Ho. 11. 

Report of Col. Jacob G. Lauman, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

Headquarters Seventh Iowa Volunteers 

Bird’s Joint, Mo ., November 10, 1801. 

General : I herewith hand you tlie report of the movements of mv 

follows:^ 81 ^ °* killcd aU<1 W0lmded ; at the battle of 

On the 5th instant I received your order to hold my regiment in 
readiness to march at 4 p. in. on the following day, with 24 hours’ ra- 

sfemnlr Mn T Sa ° kS ' Xt T™ dark > however, before we embarked on the 
steamei Montgomery, and we soon after got under way. We proceeded 

but a short distance down the river when we tied up lor the night 

Early on the morning of the 7th proceeded on our way, and soon after 
landed on the west bank of the Mississippi, about 3 miles above Bel- 
mont, which is opposite Columbus, Ky. Wo immediately formed in line 
m the corn held on the bank of the river about 8.30 o’clock, and were 
soon alter ordered by you to form on the left of McOlernand’s brigade, 
which had already crossed the field. At this time I was joined by Col- 
on el Dougherty, with the Twenty-second Illinois. We remained in this 
position until Taylor’s battery had disembarked and taken their posi- 

WrSTJ' Bd , 0rtler8 to 'narch, which we did in the following 
m i , i fF lls ^ -Bngade, consisting of three regiments of infantry and 
Taylors battery; then followed the Second Brigade, consisting of 'eight 
companies of my regiment and seven companies of the Twenty-second 
Illinois, Colonel Dougherty in command of the brigade; two companies 
of my regiment and three companies of Colonel Dougherty’s having pre- 
viously been detached to guard the boats, and tin? cavalry vv n sent 
m advance scouting In this order we marched a mile or so, when we 

tSn in thefiSdf battle m lT ° nt ° L a com deld > tll(i battery taking posi- 

We remained in this position but a short time, when we advanced in 


„ ■ o- — companies were not long m engaging the 

rebels, whom they found in force in front and to the left of our position 
arid the heavy and continued firing convinced me that we now lid work 

the fnrrinf Sf 0re Lieutenant-Colonel Wentz to ascertain 

? / theene 1 ra y and their exact position, but before he had time 

theifsumL^rf f^i’ r hl r ^ ou . r aide > EawUus, an order to advance to 

thno 7?,?nm l tnT! ,1C V I i d i d ’ my meu under fire at double-quick 

steadilv dr^i™ 3 ™ tll i about11 o clock w e fought the rebels slowly but 
steadily , dnving them before us at every volley. 

Our advance at this point was slow, in consequence of the obstruc- 

*Sr™°i lr Way V ca ?® e . d hy/eHmg timber and underbrush, but we crept 

n!rnii ,n d er lt; at tlmes _ 1 y in g down to let the fire of the artillery and 

at the : fielfFto^hJ? L u S V a +? d tIu r i I1 , P and onwai ‘d again until we arrived 
m-n! i 1 t0 t] i e left of the rebels’ camp. There we were joined by our 

enemv^uuVfornP succeed ? d > after a severe struggle, in driving back the 
enemy and forming our lines immediately. We poured volley after vol- 

wasTt S oSmS 1 5 1 foe 1 aOT f® deld iu our front and the battery which 
was stationed at the head of the encampment on our right. Our fire 
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was so liot that the guns were soon abandoned ; the enemy, about 800, 
were fleeing across the field in the greatest consternation. By a flank 
movement to the right X brought my men into the open space in 'front 
of the battery, which was immediately taken possession of, I believe, by 
Lieutenant De Ileus, Company A, whose flag was soon seen flying from, 
one of the captured pieces. We were now immediately in the rear of the 
encampment, and were here joined by a part of Colonel Dougherty’s regi- 
ment — Twenty-second Illinois. The rebels kept up a sharp and galling 
fire upon us, but a few well-directed volleys induced them to abscond 
from their camp suddenly. It was here, where the firing was the heavi- 
est, that Lieutenant Wallen, of Company I, seized the regimental colors 
and bore them . aloft in front of the regiment’s line, directing the boys’ 
attention to a fine large flag floating over the encampment, decorated 
with twelve stars, and on the other with the u Harp of Erin” on a green- 
sillc ground. They, with loud huzzas, went forward and secured it. 
It was in making this charge that my horse was shot. I followed the 
regiment on foot until avc reached the lower end of the encampment, 
where I was supplied with another horse, which had just been cap- 
tured by one of the men, Avhen, immediately ordering another charge, 
Ave drove all the remaining rebels over the bank of the river at this 
point (some 12 feet high), and dashed up the river road until avc came 
to the log house which constituted the city of Belmont. At this place 
there was considerable random firing, the rebels firing from cover of 
trees and the bank of the river ; and it was here, while giving Captain 
Parrott, of Company E, orders to bring off two field pieces which had 
been abandoned by the enemy, or to throw them into the river, so as 
to render them useless against us, that I received a ball through my 
left thigh, Avhich for a time disabled me, when I was assisted by Cap- 
tain Parrott to the rear of the tents, where I remained but a short time, 
as, one of the guns of Captain Taylor’s battery coming along, they 
placed me on it and took me to the rear of the encampment. 

In the mean time our men had received orders to burn and destroy 
the camp and property which had fallen into our hands, and in a short 
time the destruction Avas complete. The rebels, however, not being idle, 
having several large steamers in the river at Columbus, they were 
loaded down with fresh troops, which were thrown between us and our 
place of debarkation, so as in a measure to cut off our retreat. Those 
of them, also, who had been driven from their guns in the early part of 
the fight, seeing us falling back towards our boats, took fresh courage 
and commenced closing in on us; and now, as all the Illinois troops had 
left us or Avere leaving, except the Twenty-second Illinois, Colonel 
Dougherty, Ave were in danger of being surrounded and cut off. I w T as 
apprised of this state of affairs by Colonel Dougherty, to Avhose bravery 
I bear testimony, and who lost a limb in his endeavors to bring off safely 
the rear of his brigade, as Avell as to that of his noble regiment, which 
fought side by side on that memorable day. I immediately gave orders 
to my regiment to retire, myself leading the way, but by this time we 
were subjected to an enfilading fire which caused us heaA-y loss. The 
men behaved in the most gallaut manner, deliberately loading and firing 
as they retired, and although every other man was killed or wounded, 
they scarcely accelerated their step, but coolly and deliberately made 
their way to the boats. 

It was after the retreat had commenced that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wentz was killed. He died on the field of battle like a true soldier. 
He was truly a brave man, and did his duty well and nobly. Lieu- 
tenant Dodge, of Company B, was killed, and Lieutenant Gardner, who 
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SZ;!!w led A 00mi)any T ’ and Roam, Company C mortallv 

fi,„| f,l!o .lantHf Malorl !™ r'''r ! m lZ*. sm ’f eIy you A 

Gardner, and jw ' A ^‘’I’ 1 .tins llarpcr, Parrott, Kittredgo, and 

di^to *S? v ? y 1 

and who behaved hfXTw? 0, } 1>t,u ‘ u Crabb ’ w] u> wa « taken prisoner, 
way and mi mlnonZ 1 ' brav< f fc i*nt I might go on in this 

homes • but t h S n 1 ,T f l;iro (50ai,aand > for they all behaved like 
serving ^eekd 1^-io n*? '""?}> f ! wl if ' m .Y < b % to name as de- 

andLienbi ^lS ? Ul ? t ,5(,lor > Militant of the regiment, 

Yatetommo Wu ! 'T ,hy of aI1 P"** aad prf 

He was taken itvi^uLnUi was brok « u ilm[ be left on the field, 

tolling ]„ s t > s wim ; , lhS 1( T a,n l dilated, but he died the same day, 
able to mov? e 2 * fr*. ? nmth tI,at in ™ over recovered to be 

Under (-.over of the ire ! ( ,11H »» wk et a ^inin his country’s cause, 

tween 5 an Si 0 ? boa s wo finally reached our boat be- 

al)out ; ^ook arrived in Cairo. 

out of an a^'>T 0 <>")to\mn ’ T () \ m<Mlj J ,riiioI, orN, and missing is as follows, 

miss n- 1 h ^ l?T hat ()v f 1 40<,: Killc(] ’ r>1 i of wounds, 3 
VV C1S ’ 3U 5. wounded, 124. Total, 227. 

client servant, S LGm ’ 1H ' rnilt 1110 to subscribe myself, general, your obe- 

rnhvn/ll n 7 . r J. G. LATTMAK 

Rri<r o an Seventh Regiment Iowa Volunteers. 

c,en. U. s. Grant, 

Commanding XI. S. Forces, Cairo, III. 


Uo. 12. 

U^ori5 of Gap. Benjamin Crabb, Seventh Iowa Infantry. 

Rtt? • a -re qt» i , . Bashing-ton, Iowa, August 1, 1862. 

to return to mv ha wo ) ; s 1 encobl . Southern prisons, I have been privileged 

bad state ° f heaia ’ - — * 

Regiment Iow^Vomif^ 10 °t 5, ea(bl1 ^ .Y our report of the part the Seventh. 
I aCo^v J?^ Gr H lUtry ^ok in «ie battle of Belmont, Mo. 
of the part Comrnnv ff /f? ° iny B ower to make a report at the time 

took insaid engagement * Tas? iy - 1 ■ 1 Ul(1 ti i e ll0110r of commanding) 
to your renort imi fi 1 ^ the privilege of making a small addition 
WMleX r ?4f n i^ at Jt may be mad « » supplement to the same, 
of Lavv timber llne of battIe at “the dry slough iu front 

ner7 to TdvaiuS fc J?? X yo ! 1 1 ordered Company B, Captain Gard- 
also ordered forwmvl nmi ?. 1 iers ’ Company H, myself commanding, was 
sldrmSTne S 0n J£? duty ’ Companies B and H advanced in 
mile in advance of 1 tJI t } iey aiTiv edat a small corn field some half 
Tinny H continued m 6 f ain bue ’ wii ere they became separated. Corn- 
Wed ftXffmt JT: dllst beyond the corn field we encoim- 
drivino- them bpf<^« ? ®. kll mis bers, and immediately engaged them, 
advancing into t-i.p US eid , lrQ ^Y iroiil the woods (through which we were 
^KnlridnSlnT 1 neh Behnout ’ whe ™ they disappeared be- 
yards in their rear ol tbe °B e . u fi eld. Be were about 80 

of pursuit ^ ed ge of tbe timber. We were in the act 

7 e re bels, who were lying behind this ridge, arose and 
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fired upon us with musketry aud artillery. We then fell back under a 
heavy tire until we met the regiment advancing to our support, when 
we joined it. 

We lost one man killed while skirmishing (John 0. Temple), and we 
believe the first man killed that day. After the destruction of the 
enemy’s camp and the regiment was ordered to retreat, a part of Com- 
pany H, by my orders, drew one of the enemy’s guns across the field to 
near the timber, when, finding it impossible to proceed with it farther 
(being surrounded on all sides by the enemy), we reluctantly abandoned 
it. I was captured soon after this. 

I have the honor to remain, yours, &c., 

B. CEABB, 

Captain Company 17, Seventh Bcgt. loica Vol. Infantry. 

Brig. Gen. J. G. Laijman, 

Late Colonel Seventh Iowa Infantry. 


No. 13. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles F. Smith , U. S. Army , commanding at Pa- 
ducah, Ky., of demonstration upon Columbus , Ky. 

Headquarters TJ. S. Forces, 
Paducah , Ky., November 7, 1801. 

Sir : I report, for the information of the General-in-Chief, that at 2 
o’clock yesterday afternoon 2,000 men of all arms (four field pieces and 
one company of cavalry), under command of Brigadier-General Paine, 
moved in the direction of Columbus, taking the road to Melvin, some 
20 miles distant ; from thence to return by a detour by the Lovelace- 
ville and Blandville road ; this to carry out General Fremont’s orders 
in making demonstrations on Columbus in conjunction with General 
Grant. One hour after I sent nine companies of a regiment, one company 
of cavalry, and a section of artillery to Viola, to keep observation on the 
enemy south of Mayfield, and prevent his assailing General Paine on the 
flank; this detachment to return by the Melvin road; both commands to 
be out three days. Heavy firing now heard in the direction of Columbus, 
caused, it is supposed, by General Grant’s movements towards Belmont. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters of the Army, Washington, JD. C. 


Headquarters TJ. S. Forces, 
Paducah , Ky., November 11, 1861. 

Sir: Pursuant to the instructions of Major-General Fremont, com- 
manding the Department of the West, dated on the 1st instant, direct- 
ing ine to make a demonstration on Columbus, but not to attack it 
without special orders (see inclosure marked A), on the Cth instant I 
dispatched the First Brigade of this force, commanded by Brig. Gen. 
E. A. Paine, and a part of the Second Brigade, under command of Col. 
W. L. Sanderson, Twenty-third Indiana Eegiment, in the direction of 
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Columbus. (See inclosures marked B and C.) This movement was 
made in concert with one to be made by Brigadier- General Grant from 
Cairo, to threaten Belmont and other points west of the Mississippi, his 
orders being similar to those received by me to threaten but not attack 
Columbus. (See again inclosure marked A.) 

My special instructions to Brigadier-General Paine and Colonel San- 
deison (see inclosures marked 13 and 13) were of the most precise char- 
acter : to move to a certain point and return by another road; not to 
make battle unless pressed thereto from necessity : to make a' demon- 
stration by the march. 

The reports made to me by General Paine (see inclosures marked P 
and G) show that he transcended my orders, as he was fully aware of 
the object lor which the detachment, was made, for I had communicated 
to him verbally the nature of my instructions from Major-General Fre- 
mont, and that General Grant had similar instructions, and as no cir- 
cumstance had occurred he might not reasonably have anticipated, such 
as the canonadmg m the direction of Ooliuubus, I regard bis movement 
to Milbtiru and consequent non-return by the Lovelaceville and Bland- 
vide road as an unjustifiable departure from my orders. His distinct 
assertion in both reports that he would in a certain contingency have 
moved to the attack of Columbus exhibits to my mind a fixed purpose 
fro in the start to attempt to gain notoriety without reference to the 
public interests or his plain duty as a soldier. Had lie by chance ear- 
ried out his avowed purpose, I am satisfied, from what we know of the 
strength of the garrison and the inland defenses of Columbus, he would 
have been entirely unsuccessful and his command probably cut up in 
its retreat, thereby greatly imperiling the safety of this post, which is 
deemed of much importance. ’ 

Oil its return his command was, as is generally asserted, totally de- 
moralized as a military body, some of the regiments without order or 
discipline straggling loosely along the road and committing great ex- 
cesses. Iliis I attribute to a large extent to the broken-down condition 
ot the men by increasing the length of the march by going to Milburn 
and injudicious marching altogether. (See inclosures marked H and I.) 
rmwJnfr, 0 - wLafc “/jtoveset forth, I think the conduct of Brigadier- 
Genual 1 ame and that ot the regimental commanders should he in- 
vestigated for the want of discipline exhibited during the expedition, 
+w Hr former especially, for his departure from my orders: also 
that ot the enlisted men, to ascertain who committed the excesses im- 
puted to them. 

I have, therefore, to request that application may be made for a court 
of inquiry to sit at an early date to sift this whole matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Hdqrs. Hep. of the West, Saint Louis, Mo. 


[Inclosure A.] 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., November 1, 1861. 

General Smith, Paducah , Ky. : 

Sir : In order to occupy the enemy in the Mississippi Valley and pre- 
vent his throwing the greater part of his forces into Northwestern Ar- 




Chap. X.] 


ENGAGEMENT AT BELMONT, MO., ETC. 


301 


kansas, you are hereby directed to make large demonstrations against 
Columbus by constantly keeping columns moving to and fro on the road 
to Melvin, and also to make minor demonstrations in the same manner 
on the roads to Lovelaceville and Mayiiehl. You will take good care, 
however, not to expose your columns too much, and you will not attack 
Columbus without special orders. General Grant has been instructed 
to make similar demonstrations against Columbus. 

You are also directed to hold your whole command ready to march at 
an hour’s notice until further orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAUKOEY McKEEVER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure B.] 

Special Oedees, > Headqttaetees U. S. Foeces, 

. Ko. 85. ] Paducah , Ky. } November 6, 1SG1. 

Leaving one company for each regiment and a section of artillery for 
the protection of the regimental camps, the First Brigade will parade 
iu full marching order at 2 o’clock p. m. to-day in front of these head- 
quarters, with cooked rations for three days in haversacks. 

By order of Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith : 

THOS. J. KEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure C.] 

Special Oedees, ) Headqtiaetees U. S. Foeces, 

Ko. 87. j Padueah : Ky ., November 0, 1SG1. 

With the exception of a company to guard its camp, one regiment of 
the Second Brigade, with a section of artillery and a company of cav- 
alry, will parade in marching order before these headquarters at 3 
o’clock this afternoon, with cooked rations for three days. 

By order of Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith: 

THOS. J. KEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosnre D.] 

Headquaetees XT. S. Foeces, 

Paducah , Ky ., November 0, 1S61. 


Brig. Gen. E. A. P ain e, Commanding First Brigade : 

Genes AL : You will proceed with your brigade, as indicated by spe- 
cial orders of this date, to Melvin, 20 miles distant, from thence cross 
over to and return by the end of the third day from this by the Love- 
laceville and Bland ville road. The object of this movement is to in- 
duce the enemy to suspect an attack on Columbus is intended. Whilst 
not avoiding the enemy, should he be within your reach in correspond- 
ing numbers you will not attack. The object is a demonstration merely. 
Kine companies of the Second Brigade, with a section of artillery and 
some cavalry, will leave here an hour after you to go to Plumley’s Sta- 
tion or Yiola, and then return by the road on which you went out. By 
cross-roads and guides yon will be enabled to keep up a communication 
should it be necessary. Keep this order secret. 

By order of Brig. Gen. C. F. Smith: 

THOS. J. KEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[In closure E.] 


Head quarters IT. S. Forges, 
Paducah, Ky., November C, 1801. 

Colonel Sanderson, 

Twenty-third Indiana Regiment, Commanding Expedition : 

, Colonel : You will proceed by an easy march with your command 
to 1 lumley s Station, on the Mayfield road, to-night, bivouacking there, 
or proceeding to Viola — preferably the latter — remaining one day, and 
leturning on the third. . The First Brigade will move an hour before 
you on the road to Melvin, and remain there to-night, returning to this 
place on the third day by the Lovelaceville and Blandville road. 
Should you get information of an attack on that brigade, move across 
the country to its assistance ; otherwise remain in observation during 
the day at Viola, to check any advance that might be made on General 
1 ame s command. Do not move to attack any force that comes within 
your neighborhood, except it becomes necessary, absolutely: the pur- 
pose lor which both commands are sent out being a demonstration. 
Keep this order secret. 

By order of Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith: 

TITOS. J. HEW SHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[In closure F.J 


November 8, 1861. 

Capt. T. J. News ham, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Si: 
firing 
heard 

mat nearly all ol the rebels had crossed over there. I sent the scout to 
the river to communicate with the gunboats, but found that all of the 
boats and barges had left at dark for Cairo. If the attack had been re- 
newed to-day I should have marched on Columbus. As it is, I am just 
starting on my return. My soldiers are almost out of provisions. I 
wish one day’s full rations sent to me to-night on the same road I came 
on. 1 shall make 20 miles to-day. Be sure and send them, or I shall 
be out. IN o accident. All well’ some foot-sore. 

Yours, 

E. A. PAINE. 


[In closure G-.] 

Headquarters First Brigade, II. S. Forges, 

Paducah, ICy., November 9 , 1861. 
Captain Newsham, Assistant Adjutant- General; 

Sir : I was ordered by Brig. Gen, C. F. Smith, commanding at this 
post, to leave here with my brigade at 2 o’clock p. m. on the 6tii instant, 
to proceed to the town of Melvin, some 20 miles nearly south of this 
place, from thence to return on the third day by the Lovelaceville and 
Blandville road. In obedience to said order my brigade, consisting of 
thehinth, Twelfth, Fortieth, and Forty-first Illinois Kegiments, Buell’s 
battery’ and Thielemann’s dragoons, left at said time, and marched to 
j-uapod Creek, on the Clinton road, where we encamped that night. 
After marching 5 miles on the morning of the 7th instant heard firing 
at or near Columbus and immediately changed our direction, leaving 
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Melvin to our left, and took tlie shortest road leading to Columbus, and 
at 7 o’clock p. m. arrived at the town of Milburn, after a fatiguing march 
of 24: miles. X immediately dispatched three messengers to the Missis- 
sippi Iliver, with a request to the officer in command of the Federal 
forces to lire a signal-gun, which, if done, I was determined to march 
that night on Columbus. At half past 4 o’clock on the morning of the 
8th the messenger returned, and informed me that all of the gunboats 
and all of the Federal forces had returned to Cairo. At daylight I 
ordered my command to return to Paducah. 

I also sent a messenger to the officer in command of a detachment 
from the Second Brigade to join me on the night of the 7th, but did not 
effect a junction until the next day. I found the country all quiet — no 
appearance of any rebel forces — but the Union people were glad to see 
us. One private of the Twelfth Illinois Eegiment was accidentally 
wounded by the discharge of a musket. My command, being composed 
almost entirely of volunteers who were on their first march, became 
foot-sore, and by that means protracted the time of return. My great 
regret is that I was unable to assist General Grant in his attack on 
Columbus. 

Bespectfolly submitted. 

E. A. PAINE, 

Brig. Ben., Comdg. First Brigade, Paducah, Ky. 

[Inclosuro H.] 

General Orders, ) Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

No. 32. ) Paducah, Ky., November 11, 1801. 

Beports of the most painful character have reached the commanding 
general from different sources in regard to the conduct of a portion of 
the troops recently marched to Milburn, under command of Brig. Gen. 
E. A. Paine. The imputations are of the most discreditable, most dis- 
graceful character to them as soldiers or citizens— that in returning, 
several regiments (the Ninth and Twelfth Illinois excepted) straggled 
home in parties without the semblance of military array — a mere armed 
mob j and that the property of citizens was wantonly destroyed, and in 
some instances robbery by violence committed. Such conduct implies 
a want of discipline that he can scarcely credit, and he calls upon the 
brigade and other commanders to use their utmost endeavors to remedy 
such a state of things. That unmerited censure may not attach to any 
one, the commanding general intends to ask for a legal investigation into 
the conduct of all concerned. 

This order will be read at the head of every company in the camp. 

By order of Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith : 

THOS. J. NEWSHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure I.] 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 
Paducah , Ky., November 11, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. E. A. Paine, 

Commanding First Brigade , Paducah, Ky. : 

Sir: In acknowledging the receipt of the report of your recent expe- 
dition to Milburn, dated on the 9th instant, I am directed by Brig. Gen. 
0. F. Smith to express his surprise and disapprobation at your de- 
parture from his precise and distinct orders, without, as it appears to 


304 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 


him, any reasonable cause, and to which lie attributes in great decree 
the military improprieties and disorders by which the return march of 
I™?™™™* / s „ sa i ( l to have been characterized. He instructs me to 
add that it is Ins intention to ask for a legal investigation, to see how 
far your conduct can be justified. 5 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. J. YEW SHAM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Yo. 14. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, G. S. Army , commanding ad Colum- 
ons, Ji.y with congratulatory messages and orders , correspondence , and 
the thanks of the Confederate Congress. 

Columbus, November 8, 1861. 

General Johnston: 

I telegraphed you last night as to the battle fought yesterday and 
gave the principal events. As no acknowledgment has been received, 
iear it was not received. I have caused another to be sent. Enemy 
intended to attack from both sides, but from some causes failed. They 
have a. flag here to-day to bury their dead, and admit they were badly 
w , h $J?? (L I will send official report so soon as returns are in. Enemy 
at Milburn last night 7,000 strong. y 

L. POLK, 

Major- General. 


^ Columbus, Ky., November 8, 1861. 

His Excellency President I) avis : 



Orwl .1 ' 7 . V * V V.VV1V iUHOJ.IIttWUJUO U1 BUUUBSHIjS 

S'®?! then re-enlorceft successively by, Walker’s, Carroll’s, and 
Harks’ regiments, under Cheatham, Pillow ordered flank movement, 
Str,-"!*’ supported by Smith’s and Blythe’s regiments, under 
late command ot General Polk. The enemy fled, and were 
pm sued to gunboats. A complete rout— roads filled with dead, wounded, 
t,uns, ammunition, _ knapsacks — seven miles to transport: and gunboats 
Wi by * hllT V^ootevs Cables cut. Precipitate embarkation. Wat- 
son s battery, under Leltzhoover, immortalized j captured and retaken. 

min r nj° S rnn eaV A 5 leSS , Have 90 prisoners. Enemy’s loss 

400 or 500 General Grant reported killed. We recaptured most of 
our men taken. 

L. POLK. 


Bowling- Green, November 8, 1861. 

General Cooper: 

The following dispatch I have just received from General Polk : 

Columbus, November 7, 1861. 

i i eile l Q y came down on the other side of the river at 8.30 to-dav 7 600 Rtrrniv 
landed under cover of gunhoats, and attacked Colonel Tappan’s camp. I e’ent o verthree 
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re "im cuts, under General Pillow, to Ms relief; tlien at intervals tliree others ; then 
General Cheatham ; then I took over two others to support a flank movement. It. was 
a hard-fouaht Battle ; lasted from 10.30 till 5 this evening. They took Beltzhoover’s 
Battery, which we retook. They were thoroughly routed, we pursuing them to their 
heats 7 miles. The roads were strewn with their dead and wounded, guns, ammu- 
nition, and equipments. Our loss considerable; theirs heavy, he are expecting an 
attack from this side in the morning hy large force from Maytield Greek and Paducah. 
This will explain the delay of General Pillow’s movement. 

■ A. S. JOHNSTON. 


Columbus, November 10, 1861. 

To W. W. MACKALL : 

Wo have been engaged in getting in the returns of the casualties of 
the battle of the 7th, which are not all in yet. I think, as I said m my 
letter to General Johnston, that if it were possible to make any other 
shift, not a man should be taken from this line just now. If not other- 
wise ordered, General Pillow will leave for Paris to-morrow. Hut he 
cannot reach Paris for live or six days. There is a deficiency m cannon 
powder. 

I will send full reports. 


L. POLK, 

Major-General. 


A 


Columbus, Ky., November 28, 1861. 

My Heap General : I send you to-day my report of the battle of 
the 7th [following]. I regret the delay in submitting it, but my head 
and nervous system generally has been in such a state since the pm st- 
■ine of the gun I have been unable to do more than a little at a time oi 
anything. Besides this, too, I desired to be accurate in my statements 

havVto askffor the satisfaction of our friends and the country, if 
there be no impropriety in it, that these reports, when you have ex- 
amined and submitted them, be published. I have copies of them and 
will have that attended to. I am still very deaf and my nervous system 
is still unsteady. I hope, however, in a few days to assume- conun am . 
I find there is strong reason for believing that Captain Adams is not 
filling his position as might be desired. His habits, 1 are bj id, 
and this leads to other things not m keeping with the best mterests of 
the service. My opinion is, that as we are getting up a numbei o 
volunteer companies to be organized into regiments, the best tiling oi 
him and the service would be to have him made a colonel of a regiment, 
and sent to the field. It so happens that we now have an opportunity 
of having his place filled by a person whom I know, and whomomes 
very highly recommended by competent parties m Memphis < s 1 ‘ 
sesaing the qualities requisite for the commander^ of that post, this 
person is Colonel Dixon, of the Memphis Legion. This Legion is an old 
organization, and one which I have been endeavoring to get to enlist 
for the local defense. They now consent to it, and are willing to be 
mustered into the service. They can do the mfotary duty reqmrecl m 
Memphis— guarding prisoners, magazines, &c., and he command the 
post. The gentleman who takes this is one of Ins captai ns, and can 
give you any further information. I send by him also a copy of the 
monthly report you have asked for. 

20 R R— VOL III 


[Oil AX’. X, 
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. 1 liave waived my resignation,* as Davis seems very mncli opposed to 
it, and shall endeavor to do my duty. 

I remain, very truly, your friend, 

rn , A a _ , L. POLK. 

[General A. S. Johnston.] 

P. S.— -Could you not, in a private way, let me know of the strength 
ot your force, and as far as it is safe let me hear some idea of your 
plans. It might be of material consequence to the success of my own 
operations. Any suggestions you may have to make I shall be pleased 
to receive. I have, under the authority of the Secretary of the Navy, 
bought the steamer East-port, and [am] now having her converted into 
a gunboat on the Tennessee Diver; the work will be done above tlie 
bridge. I am also contracting for another boat on the Cumberland, to 
be converted into a gunboat at Nashville. 

I shall have the whole of Hollins’ fleet here in a day or two, and when 
the land force shall be in position I shall be governed by circumstances. 

Very truly, 

L. POLK. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus, Ky., November 10, 18G1. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of 
the army under my command in the battle of the 7th : 

From information received from several sources I had reason to 
believe it was the intention of the enemy to attack my position at this 
p ace at an early day, provision to meet which was made accordingly, 
-between u and o o’clock on the morning of the 7th a courier arrived at 
m,y headquarters, informing me of the movement of a strong force de- 
signed to attack General Thompson’s position at Bloomfield and New 
Madrid. When, therefore, I was informed shortly after daybreak, 
thiougli a member of my staff, that the enemy had made his appear- 
arice m the nver with gunboats and transports, and was landing a con- 
sul ci able force on the Missouri shore, 5 or G miles from Belmont, I 
became satisfied it was his intention to make the attack general. I 
t ispatched immediately messengers to the general officers of division 
to inform them ot my impressions and the position of affairs, with 
instructions to make such disposition of their commands as the emer- 
gency required. 

Tlie same information was conveyed to Colonel Tappan, who was in 
command of the force at Belmont. To General Pillow, whose division 
was nearest the point immediately threatened, I gave orders in person 
o move immediately to the relief of: Colonel Tappan with four of liis 
•regiments. For this service he detailed Colonel Bussell’s, Colonel 
Vug lit s, Colonel I ickett’s, and Colonel Freeman’s regiments of Tennes- 
see volunteers. These, with Colonel Tappan’s Thirteenth Arkansas, 
Captain Beltzhoo vers Watson Battery, and a squadron of Lieutenant- 
uolonel Millers battalion ot cavalry, composing the force on the other 
Slue, were deemed sufficient to resist the column reported to have landed. 

a\ mg an adequate number of steamers at the landing, this order was 
promptly executed. ’ 

My attention was then directed to the proper distribution of the forces 
- Q! i opening an attack on the Columbus side of the river. Having* 

* Tendered NoyembeiU]^ ISGlT^e Chapter XII, Vol. IV, of this series’! ' 
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examined and found the batteries in the fort in a proper condition, I 
proceeded up the river to examine the dispositions of General McOown, 

■who was charged with the defenses. of the left flank. These I found to 
be satisfactory. He had already advanced a battery of long-range 
guns, under the command of Capt. It. A. Stewart, of the Louisiana 
Pointe Coupee Battery, to a position from whence he could reach with 
ease the enemy’s gunboats. 

From this point and that occupied by the heavy siege battery, under 
command of Captain Hamilton, as also from several of the guns of the 
fort, he opened a heavy lire, which was duly responded to by the enemy. 

After half an hour’s engagement the boats were driven up the river. At 
a subsequent period they again dropped down and renewed the conflict, 
throwing shot and shell into the works. This was continued for an 
hour, when they were again forced to retire. 

Ascertaining that the remaining portion of General Pillow’s division, 
as well as that of General Cheatham, was in proper position, I returned 
to the river bank opposite to Belmont. At 10.20 o’clock the firing of 
the enemy’s advanced guard upon our pickets was heard, and in about 
forty minutes afterwards tlie engagement became general with all arms. 

Taking my position on the river bank midway between the two points 
of expected attack, I dispatched one of my aides to the Missouri shore 
to inform General Pillow of my position and readiness to afford him 
such support as he might require. In reply he requested me to send him 
additional ammunition, a regiment of infantry, and a section of artillery, 
to he held as a reserve. The ammunition and Ool. Knox Walker’s regi- 
ment were sent him immediately, and instead of a section of artillery 
I dispatched him two field batteries, those of Oapts. W. H. Jackson and 
Polk. Such a force of field artillery had become necessary from the fact 
that Captain Bel tzl mover’s battery, from want of ammunition, had 
ceased firing, and the enemy had opened fire with a heavy battery, of 
the presence of which upon the field I had until then not been apprised. 

The steamer transporting these batteries, in her attempt to land them 
oti the Missouri shore, by some means lost her stage planks, and the 
landing at that moment became impossible. She was forced to return 
to the Kentucky shore. Captain Polk’s battery was landed at a later 
hour, but too late to render service in the operations of the day. 

By this time it was obvious that further re-enforcements had become 
necessary, and Colonel Carroll’s Fifteenth Tennessee and Colonel Marks’ 

Eleventh Louisiana Begiment, which had been ordered to the river 

bank and were held as. a reserve, were ordered forward. I directed 

Colonel Marks to land his regiment higher up the river, with a view to 

a flank movement which he was ordered to make. Shortly after his I 

landing he was met by General Pillow, who directed him, with his regi- .1 

ment and that of Colonel Carroll, to move rapidly on the enemy’s flank. | 

General Pillow directed Colonel Bussell, with his brigade, to support that t 

movement, and himself accompanied this command during the execution 

of the movement under Colonel Marks. Captain Jackson, who had re- S 

ported to General Pillow that he could not get his battery ashore, was 

attached to his staff, and directed to lead this column. In aiding Lieu- :{ 

tenant Colonel Barrow, who was in immediate command of the Eleventh j 

Louisiana, to bring a portion of the column into line, he fell severely j 

wounded. # ■■■ 

Apprehending every moment an attack in my rear on Columbus, 
which subsequent information proves to have been the enemy’s plan, it 
was with great reluctance I lessened the force assigned to its defense. 

Nevertheless, it was obvious, from tbe yielding of our columns to the 





308 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND 1ND. T. 10hai>. x.. 


heavy pressure of the masses of the enemy’s infantry and the fierce 
assaults of their heavy battery, that further re-enforcements were neces- 
sary. I ordered down General Cheatham, with the First Brigade of his 
division, under command of Colonel Preston Smith. The general, hav- 
ing arrived in advance of his brigade, was directed by me to take the 
nearest steamer and to move promptly across the river to rally and take 
command of the portions of regiments within sight oil the shore, and to 
support the flank movement ordered through Colonel Marks. This he 
did promptly and effectively. 

At this juncture the enemy fired our tents, and advancing his battery 
nearer the river bank opened a heavy fire on the steamers which were 
transporting our troops, in some instances driving shot through two of 
them at the same time. Their commanding pilots and other officers, 
neveitheless, stood firmly at their posts, and exhibited a fearlessness 
and energy deserving of the highest praise. These boats were the 
mKei y a Ptain Butler, who particularly distinguished himself, 
n n ?d llll( ter Captain Trask, and the Hill, under Captain Newell, 
with the Kentucky, under Captain Lodwick. 

J diiected. Captain Smith’s Mississippi battery to move to the river 
bank, opposite the field of conflict, and to open upon the enemy’s posi- 
tions. I also directed Maj. A. P. Stewart, in. command of- the heavy 
guns m the fort, to open upon the same position, it being" now seen that 
these guns could be used without causing danger to our own troops. 

11ns joint fire was so terrific as to dislodge the enemy, silence his 
lattery, and cause him to take up his line of inarch for his boats. 
He. had scarcely put himself in motion when he encountered Colonel* 
Marks first and afterwards General Cheatham in his flank, with both 
of whom severe conflicts followed, and by whom he was driven in with 
great loss. . ... 

/Oil the arrival of General Cheatham’s brigade, being now satisfied 
the attack on Columbus for some reason had failed, I took charge of it, 
together with Captain White’s company of Lieutenant-Colonel Log- 
woods battalion of cavalry, and proceeded with them across the river, 

aymg first oidered two regiments of General McOown’s division to 
follow. 

On landing I was met by Generals Pillow and Cheatham, whom I 
directed, with the regiments of General Cheatham’s command.and por- 
ons of others, to press the enemy to his boats. This order was exe- 
cuted with alacrity and in double-quick time. The route over which 
we passed was strewn with the dead and wounded of the conflicts of 
colonel Marks and General Cheatham, already alluded to, and with 
arms, knapsacks, overcoats, &c. ? 

On arriving at the point where his transports lay, I ordered the 
column, headed by the One hundred and fifty-fourth senior regiment 
of Tennessee Volunteers, under cover of a field thickly set with corn, 
to be deployed along the river bank within easy range of the boats. 
Ibis being accomplished, a heavy fire was opened upon them simulta- 
ueouslj , riddling them with balls, and, as we have reason to believe, 
with heavy loss to the enemy. Under this galling fire he cut his lines 
and retreated from the shore, many of his soldiers being driven over- 
board by the rush of those behind them. Our fire was returned by the 
heaviest cannonading from his gunboats, which discharged upon our 

?. f gr ;. pe ’ f shell as they retired with their 
onvoy m the dueotion of Cairo. It being now sunset, and being left 
m possession of the field, I ordered the troops to retire. 

My first acknowledgments for this signal triumph of our arms and 
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the defeat of the machinations of our enemies are due to the favoring 
providence of Almighty God, by which his plans were unvailed and 
frustrated, and by which the hearts of our troops were made strong in 
the day of battle. Confiding in the justice of our cause, we have felt 
we could put our trust in Ilis protection and defense, and He has given 
us the victory. 

Our thanks are due to the braVe officers and soldiers who, under God, 
were the instruments of this victory. To Brigadier-General Pillow, to 
whom the duty of receiving the enemy’s attack was assigned, is due the 
credit of meeting that attack with firmness, and of sustaining the heat 
of the conflict in the early part of the engagement. This he did with 
persistent energy and gallantry, courageously supporting and encour- 
aging his troops by cheering words and personal example. 

My thanks are due to General McOown for the promptitude with 
which he made the disposition proper for the defense of the left flank 
on the Columbus side, and for the manner in which he controlled the 
movements of the gunboats by the judicious management of the field 
battery of Captain Stewart, the siege battery of Captain Hamilton, and 
the heavy guns in the fort. 

I am indebted also to General Cheatham, who, at a later hour, by 
his promptitude and gallantry rallied the broken fragments of our col- 
umns amt directed them with such resistless energy against the enemy’s 
flank. 

Colonel Marks, of the Eleventh Louisiana Begiment, rendered the 
most efficient service by the decision with which he led his column, in 
the face of the most discouraging circumstances, to the attack on the 
enemy’s flank. 

The condition of the field after the battle and the route pursued by 
the flying enemy sufficiently testify to the deadly aim of the Louisiani- 
ans and Tennesseeans, who composed his command. It was in this 
attack that the gallant Major Butler lost his life in the performance of 
a duty in advance of his columns. He was a young officer of high prom- 
ise, and deeply lamented by all who knew him. 

The firmness with which Col. J. V. Wright and his gallant regiment 
sustained themselves on the left flank of the first line of battle, as else- 
where, merits strong commendation. 

The Watson Battery was served with decided ability and unflinching 
courage by its commander, Captain Beltzhoover, who retired his guns 
from the field only after lie had exhausted his ammunition. In this 
connection also, as belonging to the same command, it is due to Colonel 
Tappan and his regiment to say that the promptness with which they 
prepared to receive the enemy, and the determined courage with which 
they sustained their part of the general conflict, are entitled to appro- 
bation. 

To Capt. M. Smith, of the Mississippi battery, and to Maj. A. P. 
Stewart, wlio directed the artillery in the fort, I am particularly in- 
debted for the skill and judgment manifested in the service of the guns 
under their command, to the joint fire from which I feel not a little in- 
debted for turning the fortunes of the day. 

But to recite in detail all the instances of skill and courage displayed 
by individual commanders and their several commands would be to run 
well through the list of those who were engaged, and to anticipate also 
the reports of the division and regimental commanders^. 

The battle was fought against great odds, both as to numbers _ and 
position. The Mississippi Kiver dividing the field placed us at a disad- 
vantage which it was necessary to overcome, and although we expe- 
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rienced an occasional reverse, these reverses were soon mvnWi „„ , 

trooiwTiWW da - v t P™™ d beyond all doubt the Huperioritv if ™r 
'T? 1 ) ?“**«(» °f tilt solilier. y 

anr ret™. « St t nt Ad J" te «t-G<®eral Blake, 0. 8. Army : Lieuten- 

a~a 

for tlfeU^ p?oimVLe^ meinbery of my staff, { leel hidebt^l 

<**» - *» 

“ ; "°nmted, 419 , missing! uT T^ljtX °“ I °" 8 m 
inc nurnbei of prisoners taken by the enemy, as shown bv m,»u n C f 

of the* eu S^ictumeino^Lad the rf 

as* a™ 

and other military stores. 0 " ‘ Wl °* tlllllfe ’ Wlth knapsacks, ammunition. 
Kespectfuliy, yonr obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Col. W. W. Maokall, Major-General, Commanding. 

Assistant Adjutant- General , G. 8. Army. 


Gm rn ?o™ KRS ’ 1 HDQBS ' Dlv -> an*t, 

mi T / Columbus, Ky., November 12, 1861. 

prefcond acknowledgment of 
and sddferarinte G °‘f ““emulates the officers 

them at Bdmont ™ CTufta^^ifrS V ° t01y acldeve<1 
ing, under disadvantages which would hi™ w tIe ln , tu e morn- 
most veteran +1 i \ oma Jiave »een discouraging to the 

of nud, i,i . 1 ops 1 ’^ et . *ke obstinate resistance offered by a handful 

the^l^si^^cenes'of ^^^v- 01 * 06 Tf loBg be a ^son to them, and 

TajSSg 5 **-^*** 


„ , . ^ E. D. BLAKE, 

Captain , 0. 8. Army, Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen . 


Headquarters Western Department, 
[Major-General Poek:J Bowling Green, November 8, 1861. 

pectin^ Sr^lki n tnhr? ing by news of 7™* glorious victory. Ex- 
I Q ffdiei dispatches from moment to moment, I delayed my con- 
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gratulations and my thanks to you and to General Pillow and to your 
gallant troops. A . g _ J0HHgT0N _ 


Eichmond, Ya., November 9, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. L. Polk, Columbus, Kij.: 

Your telegram received. Accept for yourself and the officers and 
men under your command my sincere thanks for the glorious contribu- 
tion you have just made to our common cause. Our countrymen must 
long remember gratefully to reward the activity, the skill, the courage, 
and devotion of the army at Belmont. JBFFEES0N DAVIS . 


Orders ) Headquarters Western Department, 

No. 5 \ Bowling Green , November 30, 1801. 

The general has been impatient for reports of the battle of Belmont. 
They have been received, and he pronounces the work well done. 

To Major-General Polk, who formed troops capable of such actions, 
and whose disposition prepared them for such a victory ; to Brigadier- 
General Pillow, who so skillfully led, and to the officers and soldiers 
who so gallantly followed that lead over a liard-coutested field to com- 
plete success, his thanks are due and his congratulations heartily given, 
This was no ordinary shock of arms. It was a long and trying con- 
test, in which our troops fought by detachments, and always against 

superior numbers. . .... , 

The 7th of November will fill a bright page m our military annals, 
and be remembered with gratitude by the sons and daughters oi i.o 

South * A. S. JOHNSTON, 

General , C. S. Army. 


Columbus, Ky., December 6, 1861. 

S. Cooper, Adjutant- General: 

I sent forward some time since, through Assistant Adjutant-General 
Mackall, mv report of the battle of Columbus and Belmont, There are 
reasons why, in my judgment, the interest of our cause would ^ Pro- 
moted by the publication of that report as well as those of the other 
general officers. If there be no objection to it on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, I should be glad to have them published without delay. I liav e 

copies; will have them published in the West. POLK 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Eichmond, December 7, 1861. 

General L. Polk, Columbus, Ky. : . 

Your report of the battles of Columbus and Belmont received this 
morning from General Johnston, under date of 2d instant; the feport 
now in ' hands of copyists for Congress, who alone control the publica- 

tiou - S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector- General. 
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„ ^ _ Columbus, Ky., December 7, 1801. 

S. Cooper, Adjutant- General : 

lu my report of the battles of Columbus and Belmont you will find 
I speak of the enemy in the plural— -they, them, &c. In the copy you 
are making for Congress will you please do me the favor to change it to 
the singular — he, him, &e. !. 

L. POLK. 

„ , r „ v Richmond, December 9, 1861. 

General L. Polk, Columbus , Ky. : 

Your telegram of 7th received too late. Copies of your report had 
already been sent to Congress. 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


Richmond, December 13, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk : 

Sir : I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a copy of a compli- 
ment ary resolution passed by the Congress of the Confederate States, - 
and approved December 6, 1861. ’ 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

rinelostiro.] 


No. 298. 

RESOLUTIONS of thanks to Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 
jn ®' bonjaiiun F. Cheatham, and the officers and soldiers under their com- 
niatiu, lor gallant and distinguished services in the present war. 

Whereas, under the providence of God, the valor of the soldiers o*' 
the Confedeiate States has added another glorious victory, achieved at 
Belmont, in the State of Missouri, on the 7tli day of November last to 
t mse which had been so graciously vouchsafed to our arms, whereby 
the i eduction of Columbus, in the State of Kentucky, has been pre- 
vented, and the contemplated descent of the enemy down the Missis- 
sippi River effectually staid : Therefore, 

C(r> Wess of the Confederate States of America, 


- - 7”“™ — um,, umjxi. gtniuuu cominanus, ror 

the desperate courage they exhibited in sustaining for several hours and 
under most disadvantageous circumstances, an attack by a force of the 
enemy gieatly superior to their own both in numbers and appointments, 
and loi the skill arid gallantry by which they con verted what at first 
threatened so much disaster into a triumphant victory. 

. Resolved further, That these resolutions arc intended to express what 
is believed to be the grateful and admiring sentiment of the whole peo- 
ple of the Confederacy. 

Resolved further , That they be communicated to the commands of 
Major-General Polk, Brigadier-General Pillow, and Brigadier-General 
Cheatham by 7 the proper department of the Government. 

ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, - 
President of the Congress pro tempore. 

Approved December 6, 1861. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
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Columbia, Tenn., January 16, 1862. 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War : s 

I have received your dispatch, requesting me to explain mine, and the 
cause of my resignation.* I resigned for the reason stated in my dis- 
patch ; the facts were as stated in that dispatch. 

Major-General Polk, by orders, had taken from me, successively, 
three quartermasters, two commissaries, my surgeon, engineer, and 
ordnance officer, and assigned me no others, with this exception, viz : 
when he took my last quartermaster and I complained of the act, he 
issued an order appointing a citizen of Memphis, by the name of R. P. 
Baugh, quartermaster, with the rank of captain, and assigned him to 
duty with my division. I declined to receive this citizen quartermaster, 
on the ground that the President alone possessed the power of appoint- 
ment; that General Polk’s appointment was illegal and void, and that 
even if Baug'h had given bond and security, as required by law, still the 
appointment would be illegal and his acts all void. 

General Polk had, by general orders, prohibited officers of the general 
staff from receiving orders from any officer but himself. My remon- 
strances against thus being deprived of my staff, respectfully made, only 
exasperated him. Being thus stripped of my staff, and inhibited from 
giving orders to the general staff, I was left without the means of sup- 
plying any wants of my command ; and I felt that I was reduced to the 
position of a cipher, and was valueless to the service. 

I had occupied this position for more than a month, but being without 
a remedy, and unwilling at such a time to quit the service, I had sub- 
mitted. 

The circumstances which led to my resignation were as follows, viz-: 
Soon after General Polk had resumed command (after recovering from 
the injury received by the explosion of a gun), the army horses and 
mules were dying for the want of enough food. Upon the fact being 
made known to me, I reported it to General Polk. He said he would 
attend to it, but did not. In the course of a few days I again reported 
that the want was not supplied, and that the horses and mules were 
dying in great numbers. He again said he would have the necessary 
orders given; still nothing was done; and for the third time I brought 
the subject to his attention, and he again promised that he would see 
to it. 

At length General Cheatham, the commander of field batteries and 
of cavalry corps, came to me and urged me to take measures to supply 
forage, saying that if it was not done the horses and mules of the Army 
would all die. Thereupon I sent for the depot quartermaster (my last 
division quartermaster), and gave him orders to send special agents of 
the department to the interior of the country to collect and buy forage, 
and to send along a number of army wagons to haul it to the railroad 
and river as promptly as possible. The result was that in a few days we 
had a supply of forage, which lasted until about the 20th of December. 

On the 24th of December I again reported that we were out of forage, 
and that the horses were dying again. He replied that he would see 
to it. I remarked that the quartermaster staff was not an efficient one, 
and that unless - he did more than barely give orders, hay, &c., would 
not be had in the required amount. 

I then explained to him the measures I had previously taken, which 
1 have already explained above. Upon learning that. I had given orders 
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to the quartermaster, he became greatly exasperated, and asked me how 
I dared to give orders to his quartermaster. 

I explained to him that the order was given to the depot quartermas- 
ter and not to his quartermaster ; that the order was given to supply 
a great public want, which he had failed to attend to ; that under the 
circumstances I felt it to be my duty to give the order; that tor proper 
and lawful purposes I had the right to give orders to any officer of the 
general staff not on his staff. He said all the officers of the general 
staff were his and subject to his orders only. 1 replied that the officers 
of the general staff were part of the Army, and intended to supply its 
wants ; that if he took from the line all the officers of the general staff 
and left the division commanders without, and then inhibited them from 
giving lawful and proper orders to supply the Army, he was centraliz- 
ing the powers of the whole Army in himself. 

Finding his exasperation increased, and he having become exceed- 
ingly harsh, so much so that I found it impossible to stand his violence 
of temper, I left his quarters and went to my own. On the third day 
after this I sent in my resignation. Unjust and severe as I felt was 
General Polk’s censure for attending to a pressing want of the Army 
which he had neglected to attend to, though his attention had been 
three times and on as many different days called to it, still I would not 
have tendered my resignation had this been the first or even second 
act of injustice or harshness to me. 

Shortly after the Army took possession of Columbus, and while the 
whole Army was under my immediate command under him, he directed 
me to issue an order declaring martial law over Columbus. I endeavored 
to dissuade him from this measure, saying that there was no necessity 
for declaring martial law ; that the people of the town were our friends ; 
that he had in his proclamation promised to protect their rights and 
uphold the laws and support the civil authorities ; that I could control 
the town and the Army with an armed police, under a chief of police or 
military governor, as well as if martial law were declared. 

I further remarked that martial law was the organization adopted 
and enforced by the Lincoln Government and Army ; that it was the 
expedient of tyrants and usurpers, and that the South had nowhere 
adopted it ; that it was a violation of the constitutional rights of the 
citizen, anti could only be justified by extreme necessity, involving the 
public safety. ’ 

The argument had no influence with him ; he said I should issue the 
order. 

I begged him to excuse me, and if he would put the measure in oper- 
ation, to please issue, the order himself, saying that I had conscientious 
convictions against its legality, and that my name should not be con- 
nected with the infamy of such a measure in the future history of this 
war. 

My opposition to the measure and my refusal to issue the order ex- 
asperated him beyond control ; his rage exceeded anything I had ever 
seen in a sane man. He said he would show me whether his sub- 
alterns should dictate to him his orders.” Finally Colonel De Pussy, of 
his staff, interposed, begged him to be calm, read authority on tbe sub- 
ject, and ultimately succeeded in inducing him to abandon the measure. 
Nor was this all. 

On the 7th day of November last General Polk ordered me to cross 
the river with four regiments of my division, to meet the enemy, then 
landed and advancing upon the position of Colonel Tappan’s regiment 
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at Belmont. I had just that morning returned from Bowling Green, 
where I had been ordered by him. 

I obeyed the order as promptly as possible, crossed the river, and dis- 
posed my force to receive the enemy .L I had barely time to get my 
troops in position when I was assailed by a very large force. I imme- 
diately dispatched an officer with this information to General Polk and 
requested him to re-enforce me. Subsequently I dispatched another 
officer to General Polk, stating that I was engaged with a force three 
times the strength of my own, and that my ammunition was growing 
short, and requested him to re-enforce me promptly and send me ammu • 
ration. 

The fight waxed on, but no re-enforcements or ammunition came. 
I ultimately sent a third officer, saying that if I was not promptly 
re-enforced and furnished with ammunition, I would be overwhelmed 
by the enemy. My battery was now silenced for want of ammunition, 
and one regiment and a battalion had expended their ammunition ; still 
I got neither re-euiorcements nor ammunition. 

Being now without the means of keeping up a line of fire and pressed 
hard by the enemy, I had nothing left me but the bayonet, and I ordered 
the charge, and drove back the enemy’s line against his strong reserve ; 
but I could not break his line, and was compelled to fall back to my 
original position. The enemy’s line was then again advancing upon 
me ; I repeated the charge the second and third time with like result, 
but still no support reached me. 

After four hours’ hard lighting against a force of three times my own, 
and after a loss of quite one-fourth the force engaged, to save my com- 
mand from total destruction I at last ordered the line to fall back to 
the river bank. There I met with Colonel Walker’s regiment, the first 
support sent me. '} 

This bloody battle was within three-fourths of a mile from the main 
army ; the river interposing, I could not fall back upon it for support. 
There were not less than 10,000 well-armed and well-disciplined men 
looking on the conflict from the opposite shore, and this force was within 
a strong and well-constructed line of defensive works. 

The reason given by General Polk for not supporting me more 
promptly was that he was apprehensive of an attack upon the Colum- 
bus side also. I am satisfied that an attack on that side was feared , 
but as my small force was thrown across the river, from whence there 
was no retreat, and as I was attacked by a greatly superior tome, 1 
ought, at any hazard, to have been promptly supported, and not aban- 
doned to my fate for four long hours, and until so much blood aud so 
many valuable lives were sacrificed . 

Such a sacrifice cannot be excused by alleged fears of attack on the 
Columbus side, with the force there in hand and the position it occupied, 
and with the means to have known if any enemy was near except that 
which my command had engaged. 

Under such circumstances I trust I shall be pardoned for distrusting 
the efficiency of the commanding general of that array, and for express- 
ing apprehensions that a like occurrence or even a greater calamity 
awaits his want of fitness to command. 

I need therefore only say that this needless sacrifice of so many brave 
men; the injustice received at his hands in being stripped of my staff; 
his cruel harshness to me for declining to issue an illegal order and 
against my convictions of duty, and his unjust censure for supplying to 
the army a pressing want which he had neglected (a want involving 
the loss of a large amount of the property of the Government), all en- 
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tered into my determination and influenced my final conclusion to re- 
tire from the service. 

It was a painful step, but as I was reluctant to trouble the Govern- 
ment hv complaint at a time of great peril to the country, and inas- 
much as I knew General Polk possessed the full confidence of the Pres- 
ident, and as I had never, as I felt, been recognized by the Government, 
I felt it my duty to silently retire , not even assigning in my resignation 
any cause' and the same motives would have induced me to remain 
silent except for the call for an explanation in your dispatch. 

After my resignation was delivered to General Polk he sent for me; 
asked for an explanation of the cause of my resignation. 

I at first declined giving any, but upon his insisting I yielded^ and 
gave him the substance of this communication in explanation of my 
course. . 

He said our last interview had been the subject of anxious thought; 
that he believed I was right about the staff; that he would restore my 
staff and modify his orders, and asked my forgiveness (which I granted), 
and then asked mo to withdraw my resignation, which I declined. 

It is proper further to say that after I had reached the depot on my 
way home I received his order restoring such members of my staff as 
still remained at Columbus. 

Since I reached my residence I am informed that the army, deeply 
distressed at my departure, were engaged addressing a respectful peti- 
tion to the President, expressive of tlieir confidence in me, and request- 
ing him to order me hack, when Major-General Polk issued an order 
intended to suppress this respectful appeal to the President, thus stifl- 
ing the honest convictions of the army and the sympathy so naturally 
arising from his injustice to me. 

I have seen that order, and though the article of regulations referred 
to had no application to the case, yet it had the effect designed. This 
last act of his is a deeper wrong and has done more to shake my confi- 
dence in the sense of justice of General Polk than all that had preceded it. 

I have enjoyed an intimate friendship for General Polk lor about 
twenty- five years. As a zealous patriot I admire liim, as an eminent 
minister of the gospel I respect him, but as a commanding general I 
cannot agree witb him. 

If I were transferred to another field of duty I would be overshadowed 
and ranked by the very staff who earned their reputation under me as 
their chief in the Mexican war, and who are now nearly all distinguished 
general officers. I must therefore retire. Would to God it were other- 
wise. , ... . 

My reasons may not be satisfactory to some, but I trust they will be 
sufficient to protect my reputation against the charges of indifference to 
the cause of our independence and of a want of patriotism. 

I have the fullest confidence in the success of our cause and m the 
wisdom and judgment of the President; so much so, that I believe he 
is chosen of God for the work of our national deliverance ; but I cannot 
have the honor of continuing one of his humble instruments in the glo- 
rious worlc. 

.Iam, sir, with great respect, your obedient^senmnt,^ ^ 

Brigadier -General, G . 8. A. 

(Referred to General Polk January 30, 1802.) 
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Hdqes. First Grand Div., Army of the Mississippi, 

Humboldt , March 12, 1862. 

Hon. Jefferson Davis, 

President G. 8. America : 

Sir : I have not had a moment I could call my own since I received 
from the War Department a copy of the very extraordinary letter ad- 
dressed to it by General Pillow [January 16, 1862], giving what he styles 
his reasons for resigning his appointment as brigadier; and I have now 
time only to say that I have collected from the colonels under his com- 
mand at 'the battle of Belmont written proofs of the most flagrant mis- 
statements of facts and events that could well be imagined ;. and so of 
other things. So soon as I can And time from my absorbing public 
duties to attend to my private, I will present this matter in the shape 
of a reply to his aspersions. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

L. POLE, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


, Hdqrs. First Corps, Army of the Mississippi, 

July 22, 1862. 

Hon. G. W. Bandolph, Secretary of War : 

I received in the month of February last a copy of a letter addressed 
by Brigadier-General Pillow to the Hon. J. P. Benjamin, then Secretary 
of War, purporting to assign reasons lor his resignation. It was sent 
me by order of the President [under date of January 30, 1862], with the 
following indorsement, to wit : 

Tho reason stated as given to Goneral Polk is not that reported by General P. The 
offer to allow the staff officers wanted was a remedy tor the complaint ; but declining 
now to return, or to serve elsewhere, the ease soems to be closed, except so far as it 
may bo necessary to correct errors, both of fact and military discipline. It may be 
proper to communicate a copy of tho paper to General I oik. p 

My answer to this letter of General Pillow should have been sent 
forward long ago. The occasion of the delay is that it was received just 
before the evacuation of Columbus and while I was engaged in the 
duties growing out of that movement. Since then the heavy piessuie 
of succeeding events, following each other so rapidly, has prevented my 
attending to any duty that might- be postponed. • . , , , , 

Immediately after General Pillow’s resignation was received by the 
War Department, the President telegraphed me for the reasons which 
had induced it. I replied as follows, to wit : 

Headquarters First Division, W. D. 

Iiia Excellency Jefferson Davis, President, Jo. : s 

In reply to your dispatch in regard to the reasons for General Pillow’s resignation 
I have to say that the reason assigned by him to me was that the Government had 
not recognized his claims to such higher rank as in his opinion his services warranted, 
and under the circumstances he felt it his duty to decline further sen ice. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ POLK 

Major-General, Comma n d mg . 


Iu his conversatiou with me General Pillow said, as he had .said to 
many others, both publicly and privately, _ that the leasoii for his 
resignation was the treatment he had received from the President; 
that while he had complaints against my administration, the grounds 
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of these had been removed; that a graver difficulty existed in the con- 
duct of the President towards him ; that the President did not appre- 
ciate him, and had intentionally and systematically slighted and over- 
shadowed him; that his removal to another field would furnish no 
relief, as he would everywhere find himself ranked by men whom lie 
had commanded; that he had let himself down by accepting the com- 
mission of brigadier-general in the first place; that no argument against 
his resignation was of any avail with him now, and that he would he 
“sunk into the bottom of the sea before he would continue to hold his 
commission any longer.” In this temper it was he left Columbus, hav- 
ing first arranged for getting up expressions of sympathy among the 
troops, and through them among the people and the press, as a basis 
for operating on the President and inducing or constraining his pro- 
motion to the office of major-general. Failing in accomplishing that 
object, and finding himself without a satisfactory reason to assign to 
the War Department for his resignation, he trumped up the list of 
grievances contained in his letter to the Secretary, all of which by his 
own confession had been disposed of already. 

When promotion was the object, it was the “ingratitude, the preju- 
dice, or the dullness of the President in appreciating merit that moved 
him to resign.” Failing to bring this home either to the mind of the 
President or the people with sufficient power to secure his promotion, 
it became necessary to find a reason for retaining the rank held, and 
therefore the change of tactics. 

The real ground for his resignation, then, was to be found in the 
series of wrongs he professed to have suffered at my hands, and not- 
withstanding, “if he was transferred to another field, he would he over- 
shadowed by officers whom he had commanded,” yet by that means 
his services might bo retained, and he actually caused an announce- 
ment of the prospect of such a change of commanders to be made in 
the newspapers as his excuse for withdrawing his resignation, not- 
withstanding that transfer was to the command of one of those very 
subordinates by subjecting himself to whose command he had confessed 
he would he degraded. 

But this letter of General Pillow’s to Mr. Benjamin is of such an 
extraordinary character, it is necessary to notice it in detail — an office 
I would gladly have avoided, as it will compel me, if it he discharged 
at all, to discharge it with a directness and fidelity which, while not 
in accordance with my taste or feeling, is yet demanded by the occasion, 
and due to the country and to truth. 

Having known him. well for many years, and received from him fre- 
quently the most earnest protestations of personal esteem and regard,; 
1 was, nevertheless, not surprised upon my taking command at Mem- 
phis to find him exhibiting petty jealousies, indulging in disingenuous 
criticism, and conducting himself generally as towards a rival, to he 
undermined and supplanted, rather than towards a brother officer in 
the commission of the Government, to whom a manly patriotism re- 
quired he should give a generous support. 

This temper runs through the whole of the letter under review. His 
first charge is, “That Major-General Polk took from me by orders suc- 
cessively three quartermasters, two commissaries, my surgeon, engineer, 
and ordnance officer, and assigned none others, with this exception, viz, 
when lie took my last quartermaster, he issued an order appointing a 
citizen of Memphis quartermaster with the rank of captain, and assigned 
him to duty with my division.” 

To this my reply is, in the first place, it is not true, in the form in 
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which it is put, so far as the commissaries and quartermasters are con- 
cerned ; and in the second place he had no right, under any law or order 
then existing, as a division commander, to a surgeon, engineer, or ord- 
nance officer; and, thirdly, the appointment of Mr. Baugh as quarter- 
master, and his assignment to duty, was in perfect keeping with the 
invariable usage of the Tennessee Army, just transferred, and was sanc- 
tioned by the War Department as a necessity; fourth and lastly, that 
as commander-in-chief of the army in which he held command it was 
competent for me alone to judge of the exigencies of the service, and I 
had the right, as well as the power, to assign staff officers to duty 
wherever they could be most useful. 

The patriotic eagerness with which he repudiated “Citizen Quarter- 
master Baugh,” and took the ground that lie had been appointed only 
by the commanding general, and that to acknowledge him would be to 
allow of a trenching on the prerogative of the President, sat rather 
awkwardly on the lips of a man who at the same moment was clamorous 
for the services of another quartermaster whom he knew had precisely 
the same sort of commission, and none other. But the Secretary knew 
nothing of all this, and the artful statement served a present purpose. 

The second charge is, “That General Polk had issued orders to the 
general staff, prohibiting their receiving orders from any one but him- 
self.” 

The “general staff” was my staff, and this order was issued to put a 
stop to irregularities arising from the obtrusive intermeddling of Gen- 
eral Pillow with the general staff and as a rebuke to his misplaced and 
officious zeal. 

The long story which he next introduces, and which he prefaces as 
“the circumstances which led to my resignation,” concerning the per- 
ishing* condition of the mules and horses and his zeal in saving them 
from destruction, is partly true and partly false. It is false that the 
mules and horses were dying at any time “in great numbers.” There 
is, indeed, no proof that they did at all for the want of food, for we were 
at no time in want of corn in the shuck or in sacks; our chief want was 
hay, of which the lack of transportation made it very difficult to keep 
an adequate supply. It is true that he spoke to me on the subject of a 
want of forage, stating that complaint had been made of the want of it, 
and that he had, as I heard afterwards, ordered the depot quartermas- 
ter to procure forage for the army. It is also true for that act of offi- 
ciousness I rebuked him sharply and with difficulty abstained from 
placing him under arrest. 

The story about the declaration of martial law, with the flourish about 
“tyrants and usurpers” and his “ conscientious scruples about his trans- 
mitting his stainless name untarnished to the future historian of the 
war,” resolves itself simply into a discussion as to the name proper to be 
given to an officer to be appointed and intrusted with the military 
police of the town of which he was himself already the military 
commandant ; the question being whether that officer should be desig- 
nated provost-marshal or chief of police, he taking ground against the 
former. 

As to the statement about my “exasperation to excessive rage,” I 
leave that to the contempt to which its shameless effrontry entitles it. 

The next ground of complaint is one which is entirely new, of which, 
though in constant habits of intercourse with me after the event, I had 
never heard until I saw it inserted in this letter. It is in regard to the 
battle of Belmont, and constitutes, indeed, the only matter of any con- 
sequence in his communication. 
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General Pillow, in Ms narration of tb emits, connected with this 
battle, states that, having been ordered over the river, he jmoceeded 
with the forces at his command, and — 

Had barely time to got my troops in position, when I was assailed by a very largo 
force. I immediately dispatched an officer to General Polk and requested him to re- 
enforce me. Subsequently I dispatched another officer to General Polk, stating that 
I was engaged with a force three times the strength of my own, and that my ammu- 
nition was growing short, and requested him to re-enforce me promptly and send ino 
ammunition. The fight waxed on, but no re-enforcements or ammunition came. I 
ultimately sent a third officer, saying that if I was not promptly re-enforced and 
furnished with ammunition I would be overwhelmed by the enemy. My battery 
was now silenced lor want of ammunition, and one regiment and a battalion had 
expended their ammunition ; still I got neither re-enforcements nor ammunition. 
Being now without the means of keeping up a line of lire, and pressed hard by the 
enemy, 1 had nothing left me hut the bayonet, and I ordered the charge, and drove 
hack the enemy’s line against his strong reserve; hut I could not break his lino, and 
was compelled to fall hack to my original position. The enemy’s lino was then again 
advancing upon mo. I repeated the charge the second and third times with like 
results, but still no support reached me. After four hours of hard fighting against a 
force of tlireo times my own, and after a loss of quite one-fourth the l'orco engaged, 
to save my command from total destruction I at last ordered the line to fall hack to 
the river bank. There I met with Colonel Walker’s regiment, the first support sent 
me. 

How General Pillow could have risked himself in making such a 
statement as the above, when he knew that witnesses abounded who 
could disprove all that was material in it, is difficult to account for, 
except upon the principle that the power to believe one’s own inven- 
tions, like all other powers, grows upon what it feeds and is strength- 
ened by exercise. 

I have taken the trouble to obtain the written testimony of all the 
colonels of regiments who were under his command on that occasion, 
as well as that of some others, colonels of regiments and others, all of 
whom testify to what they personally know of the matter. 

The papers containing this testimony are herewith transmitted, and 
are marked from A to M, inclusive.* 

We have seen what General Pillow’s statement is as to the time of 
getting into position. 

“ The statement of Colonel Tappan ( vide Ho. 34), on the contrary, is 
that instead of his having barely time to form his line before lie was 
attacked, “he was in position above three-quarters of an hour.” Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bell, of the Twelfth Tennessee Volunteers, says “one 
hour” 

The object to be accomplished in making the time short was to find 
an excuse for taking a had position. 

General Pillow says he was “ four long hours” without ammunition 
or re-enforcements, although he had sent three times for them. 

Major Winslow (vide Ho. 38), there acting as my aide-de-camp, states 
that he was sent by me over the river to General Pillow with orders 
before the fight began : that General Pillow requested him to ask me 
for a regiment of infantry and a section of artillery as a reserve ; that 
he immediately crossed the river to return, and, while crossing, the 
battle opened (it is generally agreed that the battle opened from 20 to 
30 minutes past 10 o’clock). He adds that a squadron of horse and two 
batteries of artillery were immediately sent forward. 

Brig. Gen. Preston Smith, then colonel of the One hundred and fifty - 
fourth Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers, acting on the 7 th as general 
officer of the day, says (vide Ho. 20) : “ Between the hours of 9 and 10 

* These inclosures appear as reports Nos. 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 34, 35, 38, 39, and 40, 
and the references in General Polk’s letter aro changed accordingly. 
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a. m. of that day, Toy my order, he caused the Second Kegiment Tennessee 
■Volunteers, Col. J. Knox Walker commanding, to be moved down to 
the river and sent over to Brigadier-General Pillow, commanding the 
troops at Belmont.” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Boss, of the Second Regiment of Tennessee Vol- 
unteers, says his regiment left his camp “at 10 o’clock and proceeded 
across the river, and arrived on the field of battle between 10 and 11 
o’clock.” His officers say (vide No. 17) by 10.30 o’clock. 

Here, then, are one regiment, two batteries, and a squadron of horse, 
not only before the expiration of “four long hours,” but before the lapse 
of half ail hour. 

General Smith also says { vide No. 20) : “ Immediately after the Second 
Regiment was brought, forward to the river and embarked, by your order, 

I brought down the Fifteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, and sent 
the regiment over to Belmont.” 

This statement of General Smith’s is supported by that of the officers 
of the regiment, as furnished by its present commander, Col. R. C. Tyler 
(vide No. 22), who says it “ passed o ver between 10 and 11 o’clock.” W e 
have thus a second regiment. 

General Smith says (vide No. 20) : “ The Eleventh Louisiana Regiment, 
Colonel Marks commanding, was also sent over immediately after the 
Fifteenth Tennessee.” . . 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, commanding the Eleventh Louisiana on 
that day, says (vide No. 35) : “The Eleventh Louisiana Regiment received 
orders to leave their camp to cross the river on the 7th of November 
between 10.30 and 11 o’clock a. m. It reached the river in double-quick in 
about 10 minutes ; there found a regiment waiting to cross (theFifteenth 
Tennessee) which preceded the Eleventh Louisiana about 15 minutes. 
Our regiment was lauded at Belmont between 11.15 and 11.30 o’clock, 
and engaged the euemy a few minutes before 12 m.” This is the third 
re-enforcing regiment. Others, as the One hundred and fifty-fourth 
Tennessee and Blythe’s Mississippi regiments, composing part of Gen- 
eral Cheatham’s division, were brought to the river bank, but in conse- 
quence of the fierceness of the fire of the enemy on our transports and 
the width of the river, some delay was inevitable. They, however, were 
taken over by myself under the cover of the enemy’s guns, and united 
in completing the rout of the enemy, driving him to his boats and in 
his boats up the river. 

The first check experienced by the enemy was produced by a cross- 
fire of artillery which I had directed from a light battery placed on the 
river bank opposite his own battery and from the heavy batteries of 
the fort. This fire, which was very. heavy and destructive, drove him 
from the field, and started him for his boats. 

As he turned to retire he encountered Colonel Marks on his Hank 
first, and then the forces of General Pillow’s army — over which he had 
lost control— which had been rallied, under my orders, by General Cheat- 
ham. These troops, with those from Cheatham’s division, taken over 
by me — their commander having been sent forward to rally the shat- 
tered regiments wandering on the river bank — completed the rout. 

Thus far, then, as to re-enforcements, which he had asked for and 
lie vox* received. 

But he was as ill-used as to ammunition as he was. to re-enforce- 
ments, having to fight “ four long hours ” without receiving an addi- 
tional supply of that, and was compelled to make three successive and 
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desperate, but “ successful, charges with the bayonet,” « driving back 
the enemy on his heavy reserves.” 

He had live regiments under liis command. 

* Ti lle . t 1 e ? timo ?y of Colonel Tappan, Thirteenth Arkansas (vide Ho. 34), 
is that liis regiment “ did not get out of ammunition at any time during 

( i a 7. 1 ,?t Colonel Pickett, Twenty-first Tennessee (vide Ho. 23), 
“ that Ins did not give out till 2 p. m .” h 

Colonel Russell, Twelfth Tennessee, says (vide Ho. IS) “ he got out of 
ammunition,” but directed “ his men to get more out of boxes,” which 
he told me privately General Pillow had told him “ were under the 
river bank, where he found them.” 

Colonel Freeman, Twenty-second Tennessee, says (vide Ho. 24) “he 
does not think that any of his companies got out of ammunition entirely 
during the day j that his officers, “when his ammunition was getting 
low, saw ammunition landing from a boat, helped themselves, and dis- 
tributed to the men.” ’ 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan, Thirteenth Tennessee, says (vide Ho. 21) 
he was nearly out, hut being ordered to retire to the river bank, where 
he would find a fresh supply, he proceeded thither, and helped himself.” 

It does not appear, then, that of the five regiments under General 
i illows command, any one of them was at any time during the first 
four long hours” of the fight out of ammunition except that of 
Colonel Russell, and while it is not certain that his was entirely out, it 
appears he found a supply ready at hand, and, as I have remarked, 
Colonel Russell told me privately he was directed to that ammunition 
by General Pillow himself. 

Besides this testimony, General Smith (vide No. 26) says, in reference 
to the supplies of ammunition sent over to Belmont, “ I have to say that 
between the hours oi 11 a. in. and 1 p. m. several requests from General 
1 mow were received, asking that ammunition be sent over, all of which 
were promptly attended to by myself and Captain Sharpe, Company A, 
Blythe s Mississippi regiment, who was brigade officer of the day for 
my brigade, and whom I had directed to remain near me to render such 
assistance as I might require. I attended to the shipment of this am- 
munition m person.” 

See also (Ho. 39) statement of Captain Butler, of steamer Prince, who 
transported it, to the same effect. ’ 

It was, however, necessary for General Pillow to have his troops get 
out of ammunition to warrant the three desperate bayonet charges 
winch he says he made in quick succession. 

, . sa '^ s ? “G-ettiug neither re-enforcements nor ammunition, and 

}wfn! l h ° llt ?? T an ® °. f kee PP£ ll P a Pne of fire, and pressed hard 
/ y 10 ernmny, I had nothing left me but the bayonet : I ordered the 
cnarge, and drove back the enemy’s line against his strong reserves.” 

■rUio-Pn 8 ’* ie 7 T ,y fi 16 U ” an( l y et “ again,” making three of such 
charges. He then adds, “After four hours of hard fighting against a 
toice [of] three times my own, and after a loss of quite a fourth of the 
torces engaged, to save my command I at last ordered the line to fall 
back to the river b.ank. There I met with Col. Knox Walker’s regi- 
ment, the first support sent me.” 8 

pnwlJ 0 three several bayonet charges, see the statements of 

colonels, already referred to. 

Colonel Russell says his regiment “ charged the enemy but once in the 
torenoon,” but says nothing of the effects of that charge! 

Colonel Tappan says : 

chw^ a ^X P e «S ed a * ,ou * ! three-quarters of an hour, when the order was given to 
chai to o. As the enemy was not visible to my regiment np to this time, being posted 
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in the woods, distant 150 or 200 yards, I tlionglit that there was evidently a mistake 
as to the order, but seeing Colonel Russell's regiment preparing to move, I ordered my 
regiment to charge. 

The whole line charged up some 70 yards, when, after a few rounds, we fell back by 
order to our original position. This was the only charge made by my regiment while under 
the command of General Pillow , and it was the only charge made by the troops in general Une 
of buttle. I am satisfied the troops [enemy] were at least 75 yards distant when we 
halted ill the charge. 


Colonel Freeman states: “We charged about 50 yards into the tim- 
ber, where we saw the line of the enemy, which was then 75 or 100 
yards distant from my own men.” He adds: “We did not reach the 
position of the enemy nearer than this.” 

Colonel Pickett, states lie received “ but one order to charge, and charged 
once only”; that his regiment had “fired some seven or eight rounds 
only before the order to charge was received,” hut does not say he 
reached the, enemy. 

Colonel Vaughan, of the remaining regiment, says: “During the en- 
gagement the Thirteenth Regiment came to no direct bayonet charge , 
and if an order was given to charge, it was not received by the Thir- 
teenth Regiment.” 

Comment upon such testimony is unnecessary. 

I have now followed this reckless egotist through the extraordinary 
statement of his characteristic lettefi, and on the points of material con- 
sequence have taken pains to supply the written testimony necessary 
not only to disprove his allegations, but to fasten upon him a defiant 
disregard of the obligations of the, truth. 

Ho does me but justice in saying that the reason why I did not throw 
over a larger force from Columbus was that “ I was apprehensive of 
another attack upon the Columbus side.” I was apprehensive of it, and 
with reason : and it was because I feared it that I deemed it prudent 
to postpone to the last moment diminishing my force on the really impor- 
tant side of the river. I believed then as now that a plan of attacking 
both sides of the river had been concerted. 

Tlie proofs in my possession did not allow me to doubt it beiore the 
battle commenced, and the denunciation of the officers charged with 
attacking Columbus from tlie Kentucky side for failing in that attempt, 
to say nothing of other evidence which came to light after the battle, 
was conclusive on that point. The denunciation alluded to emanated 
from an officer of high rank in the Federal Army, and was heard by one 
of my own officers while a prisoner during the enemy’s retreat. 

The secret of the assault contained in that part of the letter of General 
Pillow devoted to the battle of Belmont is found in the necessity he felt 
for some one on whom to visit the blame which so properly attaches to his 
con duct for the egregious blunders committ ed by him in that battle blun- 
ders which were obvious to his colonels at the moment they were commit- 
ted — not one of whom supported him in the choice of the position taken 
by him, hut the contrary. He neither took advantage of the standing 
timber nor of the abatis lying along the river front, nor of any one of a 
series of ravines lying parallel to the lines of the enemy s approach, but, 
as stated in the answer of Colonel Freeman (vide Ko. 24), posted his 
troops in an open field, on the top of a ridge,” just in advance of those 
ravines, uncovered, to be attacked by the enemy under the protection 
of the standing trees and abatis. . , _ . .. 

At such a disadvantage, it was not difficult to account for the speedy 
and disastrous termination of the fight or the mortifying scenes wit- 
nessed on the river bank at 12 m., as described by Captarn Trask (mae No. 
40) and seen by all. Such a mode of accounting for it did not suit the 
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general’s ideas of liis duty to himself. The temptation to shield himself 
and throw the responsibility of failure on some one else was one he had 
never accustomed himself to resist, and therefore a plea of a want of 
re-enforcements, a lack of ammunition, and the necessity for desperate 
bayonet charges. How far he has been successful in this the testimony 
of the officers alluded to will show. 

Of G-eneral Pillow’s personal bearing on the field I have spoken in my 
official report of the battle in such terms as the information brought me 
at the time warranted. I am not concerned to reopen the question as 
to the justness of the opinion then expressed. Of the disaster itself I 
said no more than I thought necessary, willing for the sake of the cause, 
especially as we had triumphed, to throw a vail over all errors commit- 
ted ; yet nothing is better known than that General Pillow was badly 
beaten on that occasion, and that he was rescued from annihilation by 
the cross-fire of the fixed and field batteries and by the timely aid of 
Colonel Marks and General Cheatham. 

He hays I sent for him after liis resignation and asked the reason. 
This is true, and the account of that interview is as correct as he is capa- 
ble of giving, where his interests tempt him to pervert a conversation. 
His statement as to my saying he was right in his views as to the staff, 
the asking his forgiveness for errors committed and wrongs done him, is 
simply another evidence of his bluntness of xierception in one direction 
and sharpness of vision in another. 

He concludes by saying that he is informed — 

That the army, deeply distressed at my departure, were engaged in. addressing a 
respectful petition to the President, expressive of their confidence in me, and req nesting 
liim to order me back, when General Polk issued an order intended to suppress this re- 
spectful appeal to the President, thus stifling tlxe honest convictions of the army and 
the sympathy so naturally arising from his injustice to me. 

In reply to this piece of art I have to say I had good reason to believe 
the whole thing was an affair of his own contrivance to foster insubor- 
dination for his advantage, and, being in direct violation of Ho. 26, Army 
Regulations, I suppressed it. 

In conclusion, lie remarks that he had “enjoyed an intimate Mend- 
ship with General Polk for twenty-five years,” &c. If any intercourse 
which was the fruit of what he regarded as an “intimate friendship” 
during that period has been profitable or gratifying to him, I am glad 
of it. I am compelled to say, however, that while I must confess to 
an acquaintance for that length of time, so far from its inducing me 
to admit him to relations which might be dignified by friendship, I have 
every year found increasing reasons for caution in exposing myself to 
an unguarded intercourse, and my army experience has not diminislied 
my sense of the importance of such vigilance. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major- General , Commanding, 


Ho. 15. 

Reports of Brig , Gen. Gideon J. Pillow. C. 8. Army , commanding 

First Division .* 

' Columbus, November 9, 1861. 

The general is aware that my movement was suspended by a battle 
on the 7th Instant. It was hard fought and long contested. We sus- 


See also p. 313. 
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tained a severe loss for the forces engaged, about 400. The enemy’s 
double ours. We fought 2,000 men for tour hours against 7,450. My 
object, however, is to say that I presume I will be ordered to move by 
General Polk as soou as 'it is possible to relieve the command of dead 
and wounded on hand. Please inform me of the general’s wishes. Am 
I to remain until ordered to move from here by General Polk or come 


forward at once without 1 


GID. J. PILLOW, 

Brigadier- General . 


Ool. MacjkAll, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. First Division Army at Columbus, 

November 10, 1861. 

Under instructions delivered in person by Major-General Polk, on the 
morning of the 7th instant I crossed to the village of Belmont, on the 
Missouri shore, tour regiments of my division, and rapidly as possible 
placed them in position about 400 yards from the river bank, in line 
with Colonel Tappan’s regiment and Colonel Beltzhoover’s battery, to 
receive the large force of the enemy advancing on the small encampment 
at tli at place. These regiments, from measles and diseases incident to the 
Mississippi bottom and absentees, had been reduced to below 500 men 
for duty, as shown by the daily morning report. They were formed 
into line of battle with Colonel Wright’s regiment on the left of Colonel 
Beltzhoover’s battery, and with Colonels Pickett’s, Freeman’s, Tappan’s, 
and Bussell’s regiments on the right, the last now under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, of the battery. These regiments, all told, 
numbered about 2,500 men. . 

Before the line of battle was formed I advanced three companies ot 
skirmishers, taken from the regiments of Colonels Tappan, Pickett, and 
Freeman, under the command of Adjutant Stith, of Freeman’s regiment, 
to check the advancing column, so as to give me time to make the nec- 
essary dispositions tor battle, using the utmost possible dispatch. I 
had barely got the forces in position when the skirmishers were dnveti 
in and the shock took place between the opposing forces. Had I been 
less pressed for time to make the necessary disposition of my small 
force, my imperfect knowledge ot the surroundings ot the field would 
of itself have embarrassed me ; but I had no choice of position, nor 
time to make any reconnaissance, nor even satisfactory disposition for 
occupying the field left me. 

When the conflict commenced and both lines were fairly engaged l 
Eoon observed the enemy’s cavalry turning my left flank and hovering 
around me, closing the field nearly to the river. Having no cavalry at 
hand, I was under the necessity of ordering a portion of my force en- 
gaged with the enemy in front, weak as was that force, to protect me 
from that body of cavalry, said to be 450 strong. For this purpose 
orders were given to Colonel Wright to detach one company of his regi- 
ment. He accordingly assigned this duty to Company A, then com- 
manded by Lieutenant Bhea. Several attempts were made by the 
enemy’s infantry to flank my right and left wings, but the attempt on 
the right was defeated by the deadly fire and firm attitude of that wing, 
comprised of the regiments of Colonels Bussell and Tappan, commanded 
by Colonel Bussell, as brigade commander. The attempt to turn the 
left wing was defeated by the destructive fire of Beltzhoover s battery 
and Colonel Wright’s regiment, aided by a line of felled timber extend- 
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mg obliquely from the left into tlie bottom. In these attempts of the 
enemy and the movement of the troops it was easy to see that his force 
was large enough to have surrounded my little force with triple lines. 

Failing in these efforts to Hank my position he pressed heavily for- 
ward the advance line, and braced it firmly with his large reserve. I 
advised Major-General Polk of my position and of the strength of the 
enemy, and asked for support and a supply of ammunition, which was 
becoming short from the constant and heavy fire which was required to 
check the advance of the determined foe. The two wings of the lines 
stood firm and unbroken for several hours, but the center, consisting of 
Oolonels Pickett’s and Freeman’s regiments, being in the open field and 
greatly exposed, once or twice faltered, but my own and the efforts of 
their officers were promptly returned to their original position, and con- 
tinued the conflict. 

At length Colonel Beltzhoover reported to me that his ammunition 
was exhausted. Colonel Bell had previously reported his regiment out 
of ammunition, and Colonel Wright that one battalion of his regiment 
had exhausted its ammunition. I directed Colonel Beltzhoover to re- 
move his guns to the rear. The team of one gun had run off with the 
limber, leaving the gun in its position of battery. The others were 
drawn to the river hank, and Colonel Beltzhoover applied to me to assist 
him in removing the gun, which he could not remove. I rode up to the 
right wing of Colonel Wright’s regiment for the purpose of directing a 
detail of men to remove this gun, but that regiment was so hotly engaged 
with the enemy, and were in such close proximity to him, that I thought 
it better to let the gun go, even if it should be ultimately lost, than to 
weaken the small force which then held in check the enemy’s masses, 
pressing heavily upon the regiment. 

My battery being silenced for want of ammunition, and one regiment 
and a battalion having exhausted its supply, and the enemy’s force 
being unchecked and now emerging into the edge of the field, I ordered 
the line to use the bayonet. The charge was made by the whole line, 
and the enemy driven back into the woods. But his line was not broken, 
and he kept up a deadly fire, and being supported by his large reserve, my 
line was forced back to its original position, while that of the enemy 
advanced. The charge was repeated the second and the third time, 
forcing the enemy’s line heavily against his reserve, but with like result. 

Finding it impossible longer to maintain my position without re- 
enforcements and ammunition, I ordered the whole line to fall back to 
the river bank. In this movement my line was more or less brokeu, 
and my corps mingled together, so that when we reached the river bank 
it had the appearance of a mass of men rather than an organized corps. 
On my arrival in the rear of the command I met Col..J. K. Walker, of 
my own division, with his regiment coming to my support. I ordered 
him to advance his regiment as promptly as possible to check the ad- 
vance of the enemy’s force and hold him back, so as to give me time to 
move the force up the river bank and to form the commands, and said 
to him that I would cross through the fallen timber, turn the enemy’s 
position, and attack him in the rear. Colonel Walker’s regiment 
promptly advanced, with the enemy’s force in the open field, and held 
him in check until his line of fire and artillery had cut down a large 
portion of the regiment, when it was forced back, and sheltered itself 
under the bank ol the river, from which position the regiment kept up a 
constant fire while it moved by the flank up the river bank. When the 
enemy’s force reached the bank of the river he was met by the fire of 
Captain Smith’s battery (of General Cheatham’s division) from the op- 
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posite side of tlie river, which being well directed, together with that of 
the heavy guns from, the works above Columbus, made him recoil from 
the front. 

In the mean time I had advanced the main body of my original force 
in broken order up the river to a point where I could cross. through the 
fallen timber to make the flank movement. There I met Colonel Marks’, 
of Brig. Gen. J. P. McCown’s division, and Colonel Carroll’s (of my own 
division) regiments, ordered by Major-General Polk to my support. I 
immediately placed these fresh troops under the command of the gal- 
lant old veteran Colonel Marks, at the head of the column, and directed 
him to lead the advance in double-quick time through the woods and 
to the enemy’s rear, and to attack him with vigor, telling him that I 
would support the movement with all the forces formerly engaged, 
though from their conflict of four hours with such superior numbers it 
was hardly to be expected that they could act with the same vigor as the 
fresh troops. In this movement I directed Colonel Bussell, who was 
commanding a brigade, and who had throughout the day promptly ex- 
ecuted all my orders and aided me with disposition and movements, to 
rally and push forward his command to the support of Colonel Marks’ 
attacking column. My brave young friend Oapt. W. H. Jackson, who 
reported" to me for duty on my staff (being wholly unable to get his 
light battery on shore), I directed to lead this column against the en- 
emy’s rear. The movement was promptly and gallantly made, and was 
a complete success. The enemy finding himself between two fires, that 
of Smith’s artillery in, front and of Colonels Marks’ and Bussell’s column 
in the rear, after a feeble resistance, broke and fled in great disorder, 
and was hotly pursued by our troops. 

The brave General Cheatham, now having reached that part ot the 
field by his presence added new vigor to the pursuit. The enemy’s 
forces were cut to pieces by a destructive fire until they had reached a 
point far in the bottom, when General Cheatham thought it prudent to 
halt the column and to bring up his brigade, which was on the way. 
Having returned to the river bank for that purpose, where he met Gen- 
eral Polk (bringing with him Colonel Smith’s brigade, of General 
Cheatham’s division), who had now arrived, General Polk ordered the 
pursuit continued with the whole force, accompanying the pursuing 
column himself until we reached the point where the enemy had made 
his surgical headquarters and depository of stores o± ammunition, bag- 
gage, &c. Here we found a yard full of knapsacks, arms, ammunition, 
blankets, overcoats, mess-chest, horses, wagons, and dead and wounded 
men, with surgeons engaged in the appropriate duties of their profes- 
sion. The enemy’s route of retreat was strewn likewise with many ot 
these articles, aud abundantly with blood, dead and wounded men. 
The pursuit was continued under the immediate command and dnec- 
tion of Major-General Polk until we came in sight ot the enemy’s gun- 
boats and transports. _ . 

Upon reaching the new field of duty, by direction of the major-general, 
I ordered the victorious commands as they arrived to move as rapidly 
as possible through the corn field to the bank of the river, directing the 
different corps entering opposite the ground they would occupy on the 
river bank, and lining" the bank for more than a mile, when, being m 
position, they should open their fire on the troops, and as the boats 
passed up the river to give the enemy their fire. I need not say that 
this whole movement was admirably executed. When the tire opened 
it was so hot and destructive that the troops on the boats rushed to the 
opposite side of the boats and had to he forced back by the bayonet to 
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prevent capsizing. They did not take time to unloose the cable, but 
cut all loose, and were compelled to run through the fire of sharpshooters 
lining the bank for more than a mile. I also directed Captain Taylor’s 
company, of LieuteDant-Colonel Logwood’s battalion (Tennessee volun- 
teers), with whom was Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, to pursue up the river 
bank the enemy’s cavalry and 2,000 of his infantry that could not be 
taken on board in their distressed condition. These last were so fleet 
oi heel, and had got so good a start, that the cavalry could only overtake 
the stragglers and slow of foot, many of whom were made prisoners. 
These fine horsemen and admirable marksmen could not return, how- 
ever, from such a pursuit without delivering with their rifles volleys of 
salutes to their Northern brethren, with whom they so much regretted 
to part, and whose better acquaintance they sought to make. 

This ended the day, so glorious to our arms that its refulgence will 
be seen by the descendants of the gallant men who formed "the army 
long alter their remains shall have moldered into dust and all else lost 
in oblivion except the memory of their glorious deeds. That the small 
fepartan army which withstood the constant fire of three times their 
number for nearly four hours (a large portion of them being without am- 
munition) did its duty gallantly is manifest from the length and character 
of the conflict, the great inequality of numbers, and the result ; that, the 
officers were all at their posts, nobly meeting all their responsibilities, 
is proven by the fact that the field officers were nearly all dismounted, 
some of them having had two horses killed under them. 

In the case of Colonel Beltzhoover, whose guns were lost, I deem it 
proper to say that when his ammunition was exhausted I ordered him 
to take liis guns from the field. He brought them (all except one) to 
the hank of the river under a fire of the enemy, which it was easier to 
face than to retire from. The gun he had no means of removing was 
committed to my charge. He fought his guns gallantly until all his 
ammunition was exhausted, and then removed them with the retiring 
force as far as it ivas possible to remove them on the bank of the river. 
They were then abandoned. He had 45 of his horses killed, and all 
wounded except 1. This is the highest vindication of his almost un- 
equaled gallantry. I am happy to say, however, that we recaptured all 
of those guns but two, and captured one of the enemy’s guns. We 
likewise captured arms, ammunition, knapsacks, ambulances, mess- 
c nests, and portfolios of general officers, surgical instruments, and all 
tfie vast paraphernalia of an army, nearly sufficient for the wants of a 
new army. 

In such a conflict of arms, illustrating so fully the superior mettle of 
the Southern soldier, a conflict in which all did their duty, it is impos- 
sible to discriminate. To mention individual officers or men who dis- 
tinguished themselves would require a catalogue of the whole. I must 
content myself by referring the major-general to the reports of colonels 
and brigade commanders. To the noble dead, who have sacrificed their 
lives in vindication of the honor and rights of their country on the 
bloody field of Belmont, we may be excused for paying a last tribute of 
respect. They died like heroes. Many of them falling were seen still 
fighting until overwhelmed by superior numbers. Their noble spirits 
departed to Him who presided over the bloody field and crowned our 
arms with a victory scarcely having a parallel in history. 

I am reluctant to close this report without special notice of my per- 
sonal staff, more especially since they have no one else by whom testimony 
to their good behavior and gallant conduct can be borne. Major Fionie, 
my division quartermaster, and Captain Jackson (commanding one of 


Chap. X.] 


ENGAGEMENT AT BELMONT, MO., ETC. 


329 


my splendid batteries, but in tbe action on duty on my staff ) were 
dangerously wounded while executing my orders. Captain Jackson’s 
horse received six balls at the time he was himself wounded. Major 
Henry, my assistant adjutant-general, had two horses killed under him. 
Captain Bethel’s horse was wounded. Lieutenant Pillow, my son, had 
his horse killed. Lieutenant Long, one of my aides-de-camp, alone 
escaped untouched. Colonel Burch, my legal aide, was absent under my 
orders upon important business connected with this department of the 
service. These facts prove them to have been at the post of duty. I 
need not add that they rendered me important aid in my trying and 
responsible position. The fact of two of them being cut down and the 
others dismounted placed me for a large portion of the conflict in a posi- 
tion not a little embarrassing for want of staff officers. I must also 
acknowledge the very valuable assistance I received from Major Wins- 
low, aide-de-camp to Major-General Polk, who reported to me for duty, 
and who was active and efficient in bearing my orders the balance of 
the day, in doing which he was greatly exposed. 

Small portions of the Mississippi and Tennessee cavalry, forming a 
portion of this army, reached me late in the conflict, under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Logwood ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, accom- 
panying the command, reported with a small command upon my arrival 
upon the bank of the river, and were promptly placed in position to 
meet the enemy’s cavalry on the left. Prom this portion of the line I 
received no further trouble, and though no general conflict took place 
with the enemy, it was doubtless owing to the fact that he did not choose 
to accept a trial of strength at their hands. 

Having spoken in words of not undeserved praise of the heroic little 
army that withstood for four hours three times their numbers of the 
picked troops of the enemy and of those brave officers and men of Gen- 
erals Cheatham’s and McCown’s divisions, whose good fortune it was to 
participate in that brilliant achievement, and of the timely aid rendered 
from the field and fixed batteries already mentioned, I must be per- 
mitted to ascribe the glorious results, full of miraculous incidents, to 
the overruling providence of a merciful God, and to acknowledge thus 
officially and publicly my profound consciousness of His sustaining 
power over my own heart and resolution of purpose, and in shielding 
my person from the many perils with which my pathway through this 
dark and bloody field was beset. 

That our loss should have been severe in such a conflict might be ex- 
pected. That of the enemy’s was more than treble ours. Of this we 
had the most abundant evidence in the incidents on the field, in his 
flight, and his helpless condition when assailed in his crowded trans- 
ports, with the fire of thousands of deadly rifles. I transmit herewith a 
list* of our killed, wounded, and missing, numbering 632. Of this num- 
ber 562 were of my own division and Tappan’s regiment, which consti- 
tuted the force originally engaged. 

We have no means of knowing accurately the loss of the enemy, but 
we buried of the enemy 295. The enemy, under a flag of truce, were 
engaged at the same labor a large portion of the day. We have near 
200 Federal prisoners wounded, and the enemy had 7 ambulances 
(which we captured) actually engaged in taking their wounded from 
their surgical headquarters to their boats while the action was progress- 
ing. W e have the most unquestionable information from persons who 
were in Oairo when the Federal fleet returned, who state that the enemy 
were a day and a half removing and burying their dead and wounded 
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from tlieir boats ; and all accounts from Cairo, and from persons who were 
with the boats (luring our tire, represent the lire on the enemy huddled 
on the transports was more destructive than that of any part of the 
battle. A captain of one of the transports of the enemy’s expedition 
represents the loss to be 1,800 or 2,000 men. With these sources of in- 
formation, and all the light these afford, I think the enemy’s loss could 
not be less than 2,000 men. 

GIB. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General., O. 8. Army. 

E. B. Blake, Copt, C. 8. Army, Act. Asst Adjt. Gen. 


Columbus, November 12, 1861. 
Major Mack all, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

I am prepared to put my division in motion. My loss in the battle of 
Belmont from my division was 580 men, this bringing my effective force 
to about 2,700 ; no other force has been ordered to move with me. I will 
start the advance this evening or in morning. General Polk is pretty 
well recovered from the shock. 

GIB. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General , G. 8. Army. 


No. 16. 


Report of Got J. Knox W alJcer, Second Tennessee Infantry , comdg. First 
Brigade, First Division, transmitting Lieut. W. J. Emits statement. 


Headquarters Eirst Brigade, First Bivision, 

December 2, 1861. 

General : I transmit herewith, as supplemental to my report* of the 
engagement at Belmont, on the 7th ultimo, an account of the recapture 
of one of the guns of Beltzhoover’s battery, made by Lieut. W. J. 
Hunt, of Company B, Second Begiment. 

I should have mentioned it in my report to you of the incidents of 
that day, but the fact was not then known to me. 

Lieutenant Hunt was at the time of the capture painfully wounded 
by a spent grape shot, and behaved with great gallantrv during the 
day. 

Bespectfully, 


J. KNOX WALKEN, 

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade', First Division. 


Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, Commanding, &c. 


[Inclosure.] 

Bear Sir: I learn to-day from Major Strockey, that you regretted 
not knowing that it was myself who captured 'our battery, the Jeff. 
Bavis, on the day of the battle, that you might have referred to it in your 
official report. The facts connected with the capture are these : After 
passing through the corn field our men became scattered in every direc- 
tion. I, commanding a squad of 10 or 15 men, saw the enemy passing 
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me obliquely at a distance of about 200 yards, with one field piece. I 
ordered our men to fire on them, which order was promptly obeyed; the 
enemy began to cut the horses loose without exchanging the fire; they 
succeeded in getting off with five of the horses. I advanced upon the 
battery, found it to be the Jeff'. Davis, and saw that she was not spiked; 
only one liorse was captured with the piece. The first persons who 
came to my relief were Lieut. E. H. Williamson, of my own company; a 
Captain Hunt, of Colonel Tappan’s regiment; Captain Chew, of the 
Second Begiment Tennessee Volunteers; and a quartermaster of the 
Thirteenth Arkansas Begiment, whose name I regret I did not learn. My 
remark to these gentlemen was that “Here is my prize ! ” I care noth- 
ing for any glory on the occasion, but I think we should have credit 
for what we have accomplished. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

W. J. HUBT. 

Col. J. Knox Walker. 


Bo. 17. 

Report of Lieut . Col. W. B. Boss, Second Tennessee Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Second Begiment Tennessee Vols., 

Columbus , Ky., February 12, 1S62. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have conversed with several 
of my officers as to the time of day we left our encampment for the 
battle-field of Belmont, Mo. Lieut. E. L. Topp, acting as aide-de-camp 
to Col. J. Knox Walker, who was in command of the brigade, reports 
that it was about 10.15 a. m. when we were on the boat crossing the 
river, and about 11 o’clock when we engaged in the battle. He also 
reports that before General Cheatham arrived, and while getting the 
men in line during the rally, he looked at his watch, and it was 2 p. m. 
Oapt. Sam. Vance reports that it was about 10.15 a. m. when we left our 
encampment, and that we were landed on the Missouri side in about 
half an hour; that Col. Preston Smith brought the order for our march. 
Lieut. Jeff. Brady reports that he looked at his watch and it was 10.15 
a. m. when we were on board of the boat on our way to the battle-field, 
and thinks we were in the battle by 10.30 a. in., and that it was 12.45 
o’clock when the doctor was dressing his first wound; at the same time 
our men were retreating from the river bank. I think it was about 10 
a. m. when we left our encampment, and engaged in battle before 11 a. 
in. We were detained a very few moments on the Kentucky side of the 
river. From all the information 1 can gather from the officers with 
whom I have conversed, and my opinion, we left our encampment and 
were in the battle between the hours of 10 and 11 a. m. on the morning 
of Bovember 7 last, at the battle of Belmont, Mo. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. B. BOSS, 

Lieut. Col., Commanding Second Begiment Tenn. Vols. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk, Commanding. 


332 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 
No. 18. 

Report of Col R M. Russell, Twelfth Tennessee Infantry. 

Columbus, Ky., February 23 , 1862 , 

Sir: Your note requesting an answer to certain questions in regard 
to the battle of Belmont has just been received. I subjoin your ques- 
tions and iny answers to them: 

Question 1. Did your regiment got out of ammunition on the day of the "battle of 
Belmont ? It so, wens you not informed by General Pillow, when t'u apprised him it 
was running short, that there was ammunition on the river bant at your disposal’ 
and did not your messenger, or the messenger of Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, then in 
command, on going to the place indicated, foul boxes of ammunition of various kinds, 
as stated if ’ 

Answer. My regiment did get out of ammunition and I ordered a 
detail of men to proceed to the bank of the river, where they found 
ammunition. They carried some boxes to the regiment, but found the 
cartridges to be too large. They then went back to the river bank and 
got others and distributed a part of them, but did not get through be- 
fore the regiment fell back. 

Question 2. Did you receive orders for .your regiment to charge the enemy with the 
hayonot during the battle? Was this order given and the charge made before your 
messenger wont after tho ammuni tion or afterwards ? 

Answer. I did receive orders for my regiment to charge with the 
bayonet. The order was given and the charge made while the messenger 
was gone after the ammunition. 

Question—. Was the charge made because your ammunition being gone, you had 
nothing to rely upon but the bayonet? 65 ; J 

Answer. I do not know what influenced the commanding officer to 
order the charge. 

Question 3. When you charged, did your regiment reach the position of tho enemy 
and drive lnm hack or did it stop short of his position ? If so, how far short ? 

Answer. My belief is that it did not reach the position of the enemy 
by the distance of from 50 to 75 yards. 

Question 4. Did you make more than one charge during the day ? 

Answer. My regiment charged the enemy once in the forenoon in the 
woods and once in the afternoon in the open field. 

Being assured that the above questions bave been asked only for the 
purpose of getting at the true history of the battle of Belmont, I have 
consented to answer them, and have done so frankly and, as I believe, 
truthfully. 7 ’ 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

It. M. BUSSELL, 

Colonel Twelfth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk. 


No. 19. 

Report of Col. T. JET. Rett, Twelfth Tennessee Infantry. 

Headquarters Twelfth Tennessee Begiment, 

Near Tupelo, Miss., July 18, 1862. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera- 
H 011 ® , fhe Twelfth Tennessee Begiment in the battle of Belmont, on 
the 7th of November, 1861. ’ 
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The regiment was ordered to cross over the river at Columbus, Ky., 
at 9 o’clock on the morning of the 7th of November, 1861, and on 
its arrival on the Missouri shore was ordered into line of battle by 
Brigadier- General Pillow. The regiment took its position on the ex- 
treme right, its left resting on Colonel Tappan’s Arkansas regiment. 
We remained in this position for nearly an hour, when the enemy 
attacked us in strong force. Colonel Bussell (then commanding the 
brigade) gave us the order to charge, which was promptly obeyed, and 
we drove them back 30 or 40 yards. Finding that our new position was 
not a good one we fell back to our original position, which we held for 
three or four hours afterwards. During the time that we held this 
point my men got out of ammunition. I had sent for some twice, but 
the only kind that 1 got was the minie cartridge, a cartridge too small 
for the 'muskets used by my men. When the minie cartridges gave 
out we had to retreat to the bank of the river, where we obtained a lull 
supply of the musket cartridge. We again formed line and attacked 
the enemy, when he commenced to retreat to his gunboats. 

Having made my report immediately after the engagement, and not 
having u» copy of tlio s<iidg ? I am unabio to give you a lull report. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 


T. H. BELL, 

Colonel Twelfth Tennessee Regiment. 


Major-General Polk. 


No. 20. 

Report of Col John V . Wright , Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment, 

Columbus , Ky., November 8, 1861. 

On yesterday morning at 9 o’clock, in obedience to orders, I caused 
mv regiment to be formed, and marched rapidly to a position in front 
of headquarters of Brigadier-General Pillow. From thence I was or- 
dered on board the steamer Prince, and conveyed across the river to 
the Missouri shore, where I was met by General Pillow, who ordered 
me to form my line as rapidly as possible on the extreme left and im- 
mediately to the left of Watson’s Battery of artillery. This last order 
was promptly obeyed by marching the regiment to the distance of 
three-quarters of a mile, to a position where we found the battery already 
posted. I was ordered by General Pillow in person to detach from my 
command a company to be sent to the left, and posted on a road leading 
down the river. I accordingly, through Lieutenant- Colon el Vaughan, 
detached Company A, under the command of Lieutenant Matt. Rhea, 
for that purpose. I was then ordered by General Pillow to hold my 
position, and if the firing on the right (which had already commenced) 
Should continue for any considerable time to move my regiment up to 
the right. My regiment was posted on an open field near the edge ot 
the woods, and on ground considerably elevated. It was about 10 
o’clock in the morning when I took my position on the field, and had 
been there but a short time until I was actively engaged by the enemy, 
who were posted behind the woods in my front. Though only about 
80 yards in front of me, the obstructions were so numerous that the 
enemy could not be seen. My men returned the fire almost mmedi- 
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ately, and stood their ground, bravely defending their position, though 
the killed and wounded were hilling thick and last on every side. 

In a very short time after the attack commenced on me I heard a 
heavy fire of musketry on nay left, and knew that Lieutenant Ehea, 
with his command, was engaging the enemy. I immediately communi- 
cated this intelligence to General Pillow, meantime holding my posi- 
tion, my men receiving and returning an incessant lire. This was kept 
up lor near an hour and a half, when I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel 
Vaughan to report to General Pillow that my ammunition was nearly 
exhausted and that my men were suffering greatly from the lire of the 
enemy. Colonel Vaughan returned, and brought with him orders from 
General Pillow for my regiment to retire. I gave the order, and the reg- 
iment retired to near the river, where some confusiou occurred, and a 
portion of the regiment went up the river, led by Colonel Vaughan, and 
the balance followed me up the bank of the river, taking protection 
lrom the artillery under the bank of the river. The two lines were 
united again at the upper landing, where I was ordered by Col. J. Knox 
Walker, commanding brigade, to fall in with my command on the left 
ot the Second Tennessee Regiment- and proceed to charge the enemy. 
This was done most promptly, and in a short time we found ourselves 
iii the presence of the enemy, who were moving to the right. We formed 
line rapidly, and poured a most destructive fire upon them, my men 
shouting and huzzaing as they rushed on to the charge. 

At this time I was on foot, having had my horse shot under me in 
the previous engagement. Here a great number of the enemy were 
killed and wounded and a great many prisoners captured. Soon after 
this I was ordered by General Pillow to halt my regiment and march 
back to the river with the prisoners, resupply my men with ammuni- 
tion, and wait there for orders. I gave the order, but owing to the 
noise a large number of my men did not hear the command, and only 
a portion halted, the others continuing in pursuit of the flying enemy 
until they made tlieir escape on the boats. They returned, bringing 
with them many more prisoners. 

My loss was about 149 in killed, wounded, and missing ; that is to 
say, 25 non-commissioned officers and privates and 2 commissioned 
officers killed, 73 privates wounded, and 49 missing. Most of those 
missing are from the company (A) which was sent out under Lieutenant 
Khea as skirmishers, and are supposed to have been captured by the 
enemy attempting to rejoin the regiment. Captain Burton, of Company 
A, was not in command of his company, on account of sickness, hut be 
was on the field near his men, and Lieutenants Ehea and Middlemas 
were both killed, fighting bravely. Captains Wisdom, Wilkins, Mor- 
gan, Pittman, and Latta were' wounded, bat not dangerously. Adju- 
tant Morgan was slightly wounded in the arm, as was Surg. J. A. 
Forbes. Lieu tenant- Colonel Vaughan had two horses shot under him, 
and exposed himself, most gallantly discharging his duties. Lieutenant 
Arnold, of Company A, was slightly wounded in the breast. Lieu- 
tenant Edwards, of Company I, was wounded. 

I feel that it is due I should mention the names of JEL H. Falls and 
Arch. Houston, citizens of Tennessee, and Charles L. Koberts, citizen 
of Alabama, who were here temporarily, and who fell into the ranks 
and fought with the regiment during the engagement. Mr. Houston 
was wounded in the face by the bursting of a shell, and Mr. Eoberts 
was killed early in the engagement. 

. 1 cannot speak in terms of praise too high were I to attempt to do 
justice to the gallant officers and men under my command. Though 
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unused to war, and in their first engagement, they stood and received 
a fire from the enemy which might have made veterans quail, and did 
not abandon their position until their object was accomplished, and 
they were ordered by General Pillow to retire. To mention all the 
individual acts of bravery and gallant bearing would make this report 
too lengthy. Suffice it to say that all, officers and men, behaved them- 
selves bravely and coolly, and to my entire satisfaction. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. Y. WEIGHT, 

Colonel , Commanding Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment. 

Ool. J. Knox Walker, 

Commanding First Brigade , First Division. 


Kb. 21. 

Report of Col. A. J. Vaughan, jr.^ Thirteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment, 

February 15, 1862. 

Sir: In compliance with your request [copy following], I have the 
honor to state that in the battle of Belmont, on November 7 last, 
the Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, then under the com- 
mand of Col. John V. Wright, was formed on the left of Watson’s Bat- 
tery, and occupied the extreme left of our line of battle, which position 
it held until nearly the last round of ammunition was exhausted, when 
we received orders to retire to the bank of the river, where we would 
find a fresh supply. After supplying ourselves with ammunition the 
regiment was reformed and ordered to join in a flank movement to 
intercept the retreat of the enemy, which was promptly obeyed, and in 
a short time we came in sight of the fleeing enemy, whom we pursued 
to their gunboats, some distance up the river. 

During the engagement the Thirteenth Tennessee Regiment came to 
no direct bayonet charge, and if an order was given to charge bay- 
onets, it was never received by the Thirteenth Regiment. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

A. J. VAUGHAN, Jr., 
Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 

Major-General Polk, 

First Division, Western Department, Columbus, Ky. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus , February — , 1862. 

Colonel Vatjghan, Thirteenth Tennessee Volunteers: 

The truth of history may require certain facts to be fixed by the 
testimony of parties best qualified to fix them. I have to ask, there- 
fore, that you would, at your earliest convenience, reply to the follow- 
ing inquiries : 

1st. Did your regiment get out of ammunition on the day of the bat- 
tle of Belmont ? 

2d. Did your regiment receive an order to charge the enemy during 
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the day ! If bo, liow many times did you receive such an order, and 
how many times did you make a charge ! 

3d. When you were ordered to charge, was the enemy in sight! 

4th. When you charged, did you reach the enemy’s position or did 
your regiment for any reason stop short of it 1 
Very respectfully, &e., 


L. POLK, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


No. 22. 

Report of Col. R. C. Tyler , Fifteenth Tennessee Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Fifteenth Tennessee Volunteers, 

Camp Donelson , Tenn., July 14, 1862. 

Sir: In compliance with your wish I forward for your information 
the following statements as to the time the Fifteenth Tennessee Vol- 
unteers crossed the River at Oolumbus, Ky., on November 7, 1801: 

Statement of Adjutant John B. Kent , Fifteenth Tennessee Volunteers. 

The Fifteenth Tennessee Volunteers received orders to procure a supply of ammuni- 
tion and proceed to the river at about 9 a. m., and crossed, the river at from 10 to 11 
a. in., having awaited transportation for some time on the river bank. First Lieut. 
Ed. Doyle, Company C,_saya the regiment crossed about 11 a. m. Capt. R. B. Don- 
nelson states that the Fifteenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers crossed the river at 
from 10 to 11 a. in. Dr. Frank Rice, at the time surgeon of the Fifteenth Tennessee 
Volunteers, states that they crossed at about 11 a. m. Capt. T. W. Erskiu states they 
passed over between 10 and 11 a. m. 

As per above statements, my impressions are that the Fifteenth 
crossed about 11 a. m. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. 0. TYLEE, 

Colonel Fifteenth Tennessee Volunteers . 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk. 


No. 23. 

Report of Col. Fd. FidJcett , jr., Twenty-first Tennessee Infantry , with in- 
terrogatories from General Folic and ansivers thereto. 

Hdqrs. Twenty-first Eeg-iment Tennessee Vols., 
Second Brig-ade, First Division, 
Columbus, Ky., November 8, 1861. 

Sir : In obedience to an order personally delivered to me by Briga- 
dier-General Pillow, I formed my regiment in the original line of battle 
on the left of the brigade, the battery being on my left, which I was 
ordered to support. Upon receipt of your order, I deployed as skir- 
mishers Company B, Gapt. E. I. Person. For want of space, after tlie 
return of the skirmishers, the left company of my regiment was partially 
m the rear of the battery. When I observed firing from our lines on 
my right, I ordered my command to commence firing by file, the enemy 
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having opened a sharp fire upon us apparently along the whole line. 
■When we had fired some seven or eight rounds, believing the firing to 
be ineffectual, I ordered it to cease, and remained in position. A few 
minutes elapsed, when, in obedience to an order from General Pillow, I 
ordered a charge. The order was obeyed with the greatest gallantry 
and spirit, in double-quick time, for some 200 yards, through open 
ground, to the edge of the woods, the latter portion of the distance under 
fire. Upon reaching the woods a tremendous fire of musketry suddenly 
opened upon my line from the concealed enemy at very short distance, 
when, seeing myself apparently unsupported in the charge on my right, 

I ordered a halt, and ordered my command to load and fire kneeling. 
The fire of the enemy was one continuous roar, showing the force im- 
mediately opposed to my regiment to be at least double its numbers 
and excellently armed. My command loaded and fired kneeling for 
some three-quarters of an hour with perfect coolness and determination, 
and during this time we sustained nearly all of our heavy loss, the 
enemy in front of us seeming to be re-enforced. The tiring from our 
lines ceased on the right of my regiment, blit did not abate in front of 
me, and learning that the center of our brigade bad fallen back, tbe 
battery retiring, and that the enemy were outflanking us on the right 
and left, I ordered my command to withdraw, and form behind the first 
elevation in the rear of our position, and the color to be planted there. 
In this position I remained for some time awaiting orders, when, seeing 
a demonstration of the enemy on our front and left, I fired three or four 
rounds. At that time, our ammunition being nearly exhausted and no 
support being in sight, I ordered my command to retire and form at the 
levee, where, however, I succeeded in rallying but a portion of the regi- 
ment. While in this position the enemy’s flag was run up some 300 
yards to our left, and we fired upon it our last cartridges — three rounds. 
At that time, having been engaged some hours, and our ammunition 
being exhausted, the first re-euforcement arrived, which I understood 
to be the Second Tennessee, and that they were ordered to the left, re- 
lieving my men, and our batteries opened from tbe east side of tbe 
river, in consequence of which I moved my command by the right flank 
farther up the river bank to refresh the men, collect the scattered, and 
get ammunition. 

We were there when General Polk arrived, and I was ordered by him 
to remain there for orders. The only order which I afterwards received 
was to embark on the Prince for Columbus. 

I may add that a more gallant charge was never made than that of 
the Twenty-first Regiment, nor was ever displayed greater heroism under 
a more galling fire for so long a period, under greater relative disad- 
vantages of position. For particulars of casualties I refer to the report 
made by my adjutant this morning. I will only add in general that we 
bad 78 killed and wounded, and of the latter were 4 captains out of 8 
in the action and 5 lieutenants. Every mounted officer had his horse 
shot. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

ED. PICKETT, Jr., 

Colonel Tiventy-Jirst Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. 

Col. R. M. Russell, Commanding Brigade . ■ 
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Hdqrs. TAtst Division, Western Department, 

Columbus, February 17, 1862. 
Colonel Picjkett, Tit o, ay-first Tennessee Volunteers : 

The truth of history may require certain facts to he fixed by the tes- 
timony of parties best qualified to fix them. I have to ask, therefore, 
that you would at your earliest convenience reply to the following 
inquiries : 

1st. Did your regiment receive an order to charge the enemy during 
the battle of Belmont? If so, how many times was that order given 
and how many times did you charge? 

2d. How many rounds had you fired before you were ordered to charge 
the first time? 

3d. Did your regiment, when it charged, reach the position occupied 
by the enemy, or did it -for any reason halt before reaching it? 

4th. Did your regiment get out of ammunition during the battle? 

Respectfully, &e., 


L. POLK, 

Major- General , Comm anding. 


Hdqrs. Twenty-first Regiment Tenn. Vols., 

Near Tupelo, Miss., July 10, 1862. 

Your note of the 8th instant,* making interrogatories in reference to 
the action of my regiment in the battle of Belmont, was received yes- 
terday. I have to reply as follows : 

1. I received but one order to charge, and charged once only. 

2. My regiment had fired some seven or eight rounds before the order 
to charge was received. 

. 3. My regiment reached the skirt of the woods held by the enemy 

when the charge began, who fell back some 40 or 60 yards. I halted 
my regiment in the edge of the woods, because I was considerably in 
advance of my support on my right or left, believing the odds too great 
to proceed until supported. This position I held for a length of time 
estimated from three-quarters of an hour to an hour and a half under a 
galling lire, hoping that our line on my right and left would advance. 
It did not do so, and, the enemy beginning to turn my left, I fell back 
to a small ravine a short distance in rear of our original line of battle. 

4. My regiment got out of ammunition about 2 o’clock, as I suppose, 
having no time-piece. We got our supply near the river bank where 
you landed. I had sent my orderly to Columbus for it, and it was 
brought here by Capt. T. Y. Hyde, my quartermaster. 

Allow me, general, in this connection, to say that when your official 
report of the battle was published there was a universal feeling of mor- 
tification and sense of injustice felt in my command, both by the officers 
and the men. We were barely mentioned as having been in the original 
line of battle, but no notice was made of their gallant unsupported 
charge made through an open field for 150 or 200 yards under a galling 
fire against a concealed foe, and of their holding the enemy in check 
for so long a space of time considerably in advance of the rest of our 
line. 

We would be obliged to you, general, for placing us right on the 

*No note of that date found; it may have been a repetition of the inquiries made 
in that of February 17, to which the above letter of Colonel Pickett is evidently an 
answer. 



839 


Cinr. X.1 ENGAGEMENT AT BELMONT, MO., ETC. 

record, and I would be under personal obligations for such a statement 
for my own use as you may think proper. Please see Colonel Russell’s 
report; he commanded our brigade. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

ED. PICKETT, Jr., 

Colonel Twenty-first Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, 
Major-General Polk. 


No. 24. 

Report of Col . Thomas J. Freeman , Twenty-second Tennessee Infantry , in 
reply to interrogatories from General Folk. 

Hdqes. Twenty-second Regiment Tenn. Yols., 

February 23, 1862. 

Dear Sir : In reply to the questions propounded in your note of to- 
day [copy following], in reference to the battle of November 7, last, at 
Belmont, I submit the following reply : 

In answer to question No. 1, “ Was I ordered to charge bayonet,” 
&c. ? I reply, I was so ordered by General Pillow himself, under the fol- 
lowing circumstances : My regiment was in the open field, but kneeling, 
and protected by a ridge that runs through the corn field in which we 
were posted from the balls of the enemy. General Pillow rode up in 
the rear of the left wing of my regiment and asked the question if we 
could not charge and drive the rascals out. Captain Lindsay, of Com- 
pany B, replied that he thought we could. I made no reply. General 
Pillow then asked me the same question, directing it to me by name. I 
replied I would charge if he ordered me to do it. He then said he 
ordered me to charge. 1 immediately ordered my regiment to charge 
bayonet, which they did. We did not reach the enemy’s position, but 
charged, I think, about 00 yards into the timber, over a fence, as w r e 
■went. Before we reached the timber I think we had to pass over about 
75 yards, crossing the fence mentioned. In crossing it my line was 
broken, and the men went into the woods in great disorder, but rushing 
on gallantly. 1 remember as I rode into the woods — which I did im- 
mediately in rear of the men who were foremost in the charge — seeing 
•the line of the enemy, which I think was at least 75 or 100 yards from 
my own men, and in the midst of a forest of heavy Mississippi bottom 
timber. My regiment did not reach the position of the enemy nearer 
than this, as an order was shouted along the line, coming from the left, 
to <{ Retire ! ” u Retire ! ” Whether the order came from General Pillow 

I do not know. The first I heard of it w T as as I plunged into the timber. 
A captain of mine was walking down towards the left wing shouting, 

II Retire; you are running into the fire of Pickett’s men and the artillery,” 
both of which w T ere on my left. I ordered my men to go on and spurred 
my horse on. We then began, as we entered the timber, to receive a 
most tremendous volley of musketry, and soon after the word passed 
down the line from the left to retire, and the men came back, passing me 
under a most tremendous fire. I give, as the reason why the men did not 
reach the enemy’s position, the above order (whether received from Gen- 
eral Pillow or not I have never learned), and the further fact that I be- 
lieve we would have been compelled to retire in a few 7 moments by the 
tremendous fire of the enemy, which for a time seemed almost entirely 
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concentrated at tl ; s muni on my regiment; and my men would have 
had, from the place we started in the field, to charge, I think, between 
150 and 200 yards to reach the enemy. He was not in view at the time 
we were ordered to charge, nor did we know his strength. In fact, the 
charge at the time into the timber was more like a plunge into the forest 
to ferret the enemy out and then drive him back, and it was because I 
could not see the propriety of the charge at the time that I made no re- 
ply to the general question of General Pillow, asking if we could not 
charge and drive the rascals — perhaps damned rascals — out. I thought 
it best to wait in my protected position in the field until the enemy came 
out, as he would have soon done in advancing upon us, and as soon as 
he was clear of the protection of the timber to have poured in my fire 
and then to have charged him and have driven him back, especially if my 
fire had produced confusion in his ranks, as I think it certainly would 
at point-blank range and in plain view. I think the charge was ill- 
judged and almost impossible to have been executed with success against 
an enemy in such numbers as he soon after developed and as I felt'"* 
assured lie had at the time the order was given me, and he at the same 
time enjoying the protection of the heavy timber for his men. 

Second question : “ Were you ordered to charge or make more than 
one charge V : ’ I answer, I have no knowledge of any other order to charge 
bayonet than the one I have referred to. We advanced on the enemy, 
firing for a short time in the fight in the timber in the woods near the 
river, about the time or just before he commenced to retire, but I do 
not think there was any order given, as far as I am informed, to charge 
bayonet. 

Third question : As to getting out of ammunition, I answer, I think 
some of my companies had got short of ammunition when we got back 
to the river, and filled up their cartridge-boxes at the river, but I was 
never informed that there was any ammunition to be had by any one. 
One of my lieutenants, and perhaps some other officers, saw ammunition 
being landed from a boat, and helped themselves to it and distributed it 
to their men. I don’t think any company was out of ammunition en- 
tirely during the day. 

In answer to the fourth question : At the time of the charge ordered 
by General Pillow I should say I certainly had in my companies an 
average of at least twenty-five rounds of ammunition to each man, some 
more and perhaps some less, but I hardly think there was any man who 
had less. 

Fifth. : As to the judiciousness of the position selected for the line of 
battle, I reply that I had the opinion at the time that no worse arrange- 
ment of our forces could have been made on the ground than was made, 
and that opinion is confirmed by an examination of the ground since the 
battle. It is difficult to present the objections to the propriety of the 
position without a map of the field, as perhaps the objection that best 
applies may he stated in general terms to be that there was a total 
failure to take advantage of any protection that is abundantly fur- 
nished by the nature of the ground immediately in our rear, or to 
take any advantage of such protection at all, except that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bell’s regiment, I think, was placed on the extreme right, 
and protected by taking position in a narrow ravine with a ridge in 
front. Perhaps Colonel Tappan’s regiment may have been somewhat 
protected. My own regiment (the Twenty-second Tennessee) and Col- 
onel Pickett’s (the Twenty-first Tennessee) were placed in an open com 
field. The Twenty-second was posted in front of a rise in the ground 
behind which I ultimately placed them, the left extending from the 
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fence across this portion of the corn field, with this hank of what had 
been a ravine behind them, and in about 30 or 40 yards of the fence. 
Behind the fence a few paces was the forest, so that the enemy in ap- 
proaching were concealed by the timber, while my men were in plain, 
open view in a com field, having no protection whatever. As one of my 
men expressed it to me soon after the battle, he felt like he was fighting 
a duel with his enemy behind a tree and he in the open field. Imme- 
diately in my rear was a fence on a similar rise in the ground to the one 
in the’ field; behind this fence was a ravine, in which my men, and in 
fact two regiments, might have stood, have been protected by the fence 
and the ridge on which it was placed ; could have been concealed here 
until the enemy had come into the field in front, when we could have 
swept the entire field with our bullets. The enemy would have been 
compelled to have approached my position through the open corn field 
for near 150 yards, perhaps farther, while we would have been com- 
paratively defended. Colonels Bell’s and Tappan’s regiments, being 
placed on my right, concealed in the same ravine, could have been used 
to flank the enemy on his left, while Colonel. Wright, on the extreme 
left, would have rested on the wood beyond, where our artillery should 
have been placed. His regiment might have been moved round the 
edge of the woods so as to flank the enemy’s right, while our artillery 
would have had full play on his center as he approached my regiment 
and Colonel Pickett’s in the center of our line, and that while the enemy 
would have been compelled to march through the open field for several 
hundred yards. Had the position above indicated been ours after we 
reached the point where our line was formed, I think Ave could have 
conquered in one hour at most with but small loss. 

IloAvever, I think a still better position might have been taken much 
nearer the river, Avhich would have given us more time to have arranged 
our plan for the battle, as the enemy would have been longer in reach- 
ing us. Some 300 yards from where we landed is a ravine, or what is 
called a slough, the bank or rising ground of which would have given 
ample protection to a line of infantry. This ravine is the same, I be- 
lieve, that runs down back of the fence, except it is deeper, I think, in 
the field at the point I mention. Between this fence and the river a 
large amount of timber luid been cut down, forming an abatis, on which 
our right might have rested, and liaA r e been perfectly protected from the 
advance of the enemy if he had attempted to have outflanked us. 

Our infantry could have been placed in this ravine, protected by its 
banks, until our line reached the timber. It might have been extended 
into the timber, in order to have had our extreme left protected. Our 
artillery, placed about the center of the field and of our line, could have 
played on the enemy at point-blank range as be approached, and that 
while he was entirely exposed in the open field, and have been supported 
and protected by the infantry concealed in the ravine only a few paces 
behind it, that could lmve swept the field clean of the enemy with mus- 
ketry, and hardly have been exposed at all. He Avould have thus been 
exposed in the open field while we were protected. On the contrary, 
the enemy in the battle came up under cover of the. woods, while we 
were, except on our extreme right, in an open field, within point-blank 
range of the woods. I should say we ought to have been placed far 
enough back in the field to have compelled him to come out of the tim- 
ber in the open field before be was in full range ; that is, provided we 
Avere to he placed in the open field with woods all around it, excejA a 
narroAv slip of the field that runs back to tbe river bank. 

Another objection to the plan of battle is that the field artillery we 
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had was placed so fav » > 1 1 our left and in sueli position that I do not 
think five of the enemy v “o touched by a shot from it, and, besides, the 
enemy in his approach attacked first nearxmr center my regiment [and] 
soon after Colonel Pickett’s, while entirely protected by the cover of 
the woods. He was able to pour in all his fire on us from the woods, 
while the artillery, although firing, wasted every shot among the trees 
firing at an unseen foe, the shot ranging from 20 to 30 feet generally 
above the heads of the enemy. Surely artillery should have been so 
placed as to lire on an advancing enemy before he is in proper distance 
to pour in the fire of his musketry. If the artillery had been placed 
with the open field in front of it, supported by our infantry, and the 
[enemy] compelled to pass over in approaching it, it might have sent 
destruction into the ranks <i* the enemy, instead of simply scathing or 
shivering the trees of the forest as it did, doing no other damage what- 
ever. 

Sueli are, briefly as 1 can write it, some of the leading objections that 
present themselves to the plan of the battle adopted by General Pillow 
on the 7th. I have looked over the field once since the battle, and my 
conclusion then was that it would be very difficult to place our troops 
in a position where they would be more exposed to the fire of the enemy, - 
except Colonel Bell’s regiment, and perhaps Colonel Tappan’s, and 
where he would be less exposed to injury from our fire. 

These are the opinions I formed at the time, and have never seen any 
cause to change them. I may not be able to make my object ions so 
clear as I would desire, from the difficulty of presenting tiie topography 
of a field distinctly in words, but I am confident that each objection I 
have presented to the position would be palpable to almost any man 
who would examine the ground or make himself at all familiar with it. 

Perhaps it is proper to say that in giving distances 1 cannot be under- 
stood to do more than approximate to the true or precise distance, as 
I have only formed my opinion of these things from a survey of the 
field hastily made on the day of battle, as a matter of course, and in 
passing over it once since. 

I have hastily written these things during repeated interruptions, and 
fear I have failed to express my views as clearly as is desirable, but the 
main objections are perhaps given in such form as to he understood. 

I shall cheerfully contribute, and with great pleasure, too, to the 
cause of truth in this matter, as 1 think the public have had a most 
imperfect and incorrect impression made as to the true state of the facts 
of the battle of the 7tli. 

Most respectfully, yours, &c., 

THOMAS J. FREEMAN, 

Colonel Twenty-second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers . 

Major-General Polk. 


Headquarters First Division, W. D., 

Columbus , Ky., February 23, 1862. 

Colonel Freeman, 

Twenty-second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers : 

The following are the questions I propose to* propound to you, and 
which you were pleased to say you would answer : 

1st. Were you ordered to charge the enemy with the bayonet during 
the day of tlie battle of the 7th November? If so, did your regiment 
reach the enemy’s position or did it stop short % 
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•2d. Were you ordered to make more than one charge ? 

3d. Did you get out of ammunition during the battle ? If so,' •were 
yon in formed there was ammunition on the river bank at your disposal, 
and by whom H 

4th. If you were short of ammunition at any time, was it after you 
had been ordered to charge or before H 

5th. What is your opinion of the judiciousness of the position selected 
for the line of battle ? If objectionable, why % 

Your early reply to these inquiries will oblige, respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding. 


No. 25. 

Report of Brig . Gen. B. F. Cheatham , 0. 8. Army , com cl g. Second Division. 

Head quarters, Camp Moore , November 8. 18G1. 

Su> : in obedience to the order of Major-General Polk I herewith 
transmit a report of the operations of the forces under my command in 
the engagement opposite Columbus on the 7th instant. 

I remained with Major-General Polk near the battery on the hill until 
the hour of 10 a. in., when, under his orders, I rejoined my own division, 
having previously placed it in position, and awaited orders from him. 
At about the hour of 12.30 p. m. I received orders from Major-General 
Polk to bring forward to the river one of my brigades, and immediately 
advanced to that position the First Brigade, Col. Preston Smith com- 
manding, composed of the One hundred and fifty-fourth Senior Regi- 
ment Tennessee Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. Marcus J. 
Wright, and the regiment of Mississippi Volunteers, commanded by Col. 
A. K. Blythe, leaving the Second Brigade of my division, composed of 
the Sixth and Ninthltegiments Tennessee Volunteers, Col. William H. 
Stephens commanding, in possession of the right of our lines, which 
position was occupied by this brigade during the entire day. 

On my arrival at the river bank fronting the town my command was 
drawn up preparatory to crossing to the opposite shore. Just at this 
time the enemy obtained possession of the field and camp, but recently 
occupied by the Thirteenth Arkansas Regiment and Captain Beltz- 
lioover’s light battery, and drove our troops under the river bank and 
up the stream to a point opposite the position occupied by the troops 
under my command, and brought forward their batteries close up to the 
river bank, and opened a brisk canuouade upon my troops and the 
steamers detailed to transport the command across the river. Seeing 
the impracticability of throwing the troops across the river at this tune, 
resulting from the confusion of the transports underfire, their embarka- 
tion was suspended for a short time, and under the orders of Major- 
General Polk I proceeded with my staff aboard the steamboat Prince, 
to cross over and rally the large body of troops then on the opposite 
side of the river, and attack the enemy in the flank. Just as I was m 
the act of going aboard the steamer, not willing to lose the service ot 
either one of my staff, I dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Ashford, late or 
the Second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, to inform Major-General 
Polk that I had placed the battery of Capt. Melancthon Smith, of the 
Second Brigade of my division, in the rear of the town near the hospital, 
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and to request hink *••«> send an order to Captain Smith to advance his 
battery to the rive- near' the mill, and shell the camp and hold before 
mentioned and at this time in the possession of the enemy, and 1 am 
happy to inform you that the order was executed in the most gallant 
and effective manner, and contributed not a little to the general success 

of the day. ' 

Upon my arrival on the opposite side of the river I found the fragments 
of the Thirteenth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers, Colonel Tappan; 
Second Eegiment Tennessee Volunteers, Colonel Walker; and Thir- 
teenth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, Col. John V. Wright, formed 
and anxious to again confront the enemy. These regiments with others 
had already suffered severely in the engagement of the forenoon. In a 
few minutes these three regiments formed in line under my direction, 
the Thirteenth Arkansas in front, followed by the Second and Thirteenth 
Tennessee, and moved directly back from the river in the direction of 
the enemy’s transports and gunboats, intending, if possible, to take 
them in flank. Advancing about a half mile 1 suddenly came upon 
about 50 mounted men, who were hailed and found to be Illinois car airy, 
and at tbe same moment and immediately in front I discovered a large 
body of troops, the Seventh Iowa and Colonel Logan’s Illinois Eegiment, 
drawn up in line of battle. I immediately ordered my column forward 
and formed a line in a small ravine, the Thirteenth Arkansas on the 
right, flanked by the Second and Thirteenth Tennessee, with some de- 
tached companies from other regiments, and at once opened upon the 
enemy a most terrific lire, and which they promptly returned, but under 
the rapid and galling lire of our columns the enemy soon wavered and 
were charged upon with the bayonet and completely routed, and under 
the continuous lire from our column in pursuit were slaughtered from 
that point to within a few hundred yards of their gunboats, lying more 
than 2 miles from the position in which we engaged them. Here it was 
that Capt. J. Welly Armstrong fell while gallantly calling to his men 
to follow him in the pursuit of the dismayed and retreating foe. 

In this engagement we recaptured several pieces of artillery, took 40 
of the enemy as prisoners^ besides a large number killed and wounded. 
After the rout began I sent forward with the troops my adjutant-gen- 
eral, James I). Porter, jr., and returned in the direction of Columbus to 
meet my own command, for which I had sent my aide-de-camp, Maj. F. 
H. McNairy, so soon as I discovered the enemy posted in front. On 
my arrival near the river I met Major-General Polk, and reported m 
person the rout of the enemy, and the successful operatious of the 
forces under my command. 

Colonel Smith in the mean time had succeeded m crossing the riveT 
with his brigade, and I immediately ordered him forward at double- 
quick, hoping to arrest the flying column of the enemy. On arriving 
at the dwelling-house used by the enemy as a hospital tor the. wounded 
General Polk came up with the head of his column, and remained with 
it until we arrived at a point directly opposite to the gunboats of the 
enemy, when under his order I directed Colonel Smith to move the 
heads of liis command to the river above tbe boats of the enemy, and, 
facing by the rear rank, throw his left below them. Seeing the boats 
in the act of moving off, Lieutenant-Colonel Wright moved the right 
wing of the One hundred and fifty -fourth to the rigid and immediately 
in front of the enemy, and finding them hurrying on board, deployed 
his command as skirmishers, and opened a destructive lire on the 
enemy. The left wing of the One hundred and fifty-fourth, with Colonel 
Blythe’s Mississippi regiment, both under Colonel Smith, charged down 



Chap. X.] 


ENGAGEMENT AT BELMONT, MO., ETC. 


345 


on the retreating boats and opened a fire upon them ; Mentenaivt-Oolonel 
■Miner of the First Battalion Mississippi Cavalry, with a pait ol his 
command mined us here, and having dismounted his command, rendered 
imnortant * service in the attach on the gunboats.. Before making the 
nKk m^hrenemy’s boats I detailed Captain Fitzgerald, ol Company 
f One hundred and fifty-fourth Begiment, with 16 men as j*ir'nisb- 
’ w i H) a fter the attack rejoined the command, ha\mg killed 3 of the 
aJd SntSS 8 prisiiers ; these, with 4 captured by Lieutenant- 
Cn1f»imlWri <T ht 7 s command, were delivered over to the proper author it es. 

I have iio means of ascertaining the amount of injury inflicted on the 
enemy by this attack on his transports, but conclude from the coolness 
and deliberation of my men in taking their aim that the slaughter must 

^etoWttie attack on the gunboats I detailed a force to 
hr n o- iif the wounded and prisoners. I also ordered Captain White, of 
d c Tennessee cavalry, to proceed down the lake and look after a body 
of the enemy who were supposed to have retired in that direction. He 
01 1 1 a mi ill a fniinwino' morning that he captured b prisoners. 
T T V ^1a leave to return, through the major- 

gmieiS commanding, my tbanks to the f exSTn 

Ldiate command l for 

my owu division oi tnc airny Rriwode Col W. H. Stephens, 

Preston Smith, commanding the F T - P'NJ T 0 iin H Miller, com- 
commanding the Second Brigade and 
manding First Mississippi Battalion ot ^avaiiy, neicun, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant^ 0HBAT HAM, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding Second Division. 

Oapt. E. D. Blake, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


No. 26. 


-> /./• rv >7 Preston Smith , One hundred and fifty-fourth Tennessee 

Second Division, and Us reply to 

interrogatories from General Polk. 

Headquarters First Brigade, 

Columbus, November 10, lbbl. 

S Tt°a" 

Senior Begiment, under command of Le^t A _ K< Blythe, 

SSSSsSSstfaiBaft^ 

munition. 
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. -^bout 1 o’clock p. in. botli these regiments were moved down to the 
livGi to bo transported to the Missouri sliorc. Wliile moyiiiff ui> Fr on t 
street, the enemy on the opposite bank, having possession of Colonel 
1 appan s camp, opened a brisk lire on my line with shell and grane 
which was continued until the head of my command had reached the 
lower battery near Major-General Polk’s headquarters, when they 
changed their fire to the boats in waiting to carry us over, throwing 
shot and shell through and about the transports so frequently as to ren- 
der it impracticable for us to go on board for some time. Their bat- 
teries having been silenced, my command was moved on board of the 
Kentucky and Charm, and quickly landed on the opposite shore 
While my command was being formed, Brigadier-General Cheatham 
came up from the direction of the firing back in the woods, and ordered 
me to move the One hundred and fifty-fourth Seuior forward in double- 
quick, as the enemy were driven back by the troops under his command 
previous to our arrival and were then in retreat. This was done under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wright, I accompanying them, and 
sending back Major MchTairy to move Colonel Blythe forward, which 
was done. When about 5 or (> miles above Columbus I discovered the 
transports of the enemy along the shore convoyed by two gunboats and 
on which their troops were being embarked, they having thro wu awav 
everything calculated to impede their flight, the woods and fields being 
strewn with overcoats, knapsacks, cartridge-boxes, &c. * 

Major-General Polk, who, in company with Brigadier-General Pillow 
had rejoined Brigadier-General Cheatham near this point, directed me 


7 Ti iouiumug luiu uie woods. VYmlti 

executing this order it became necessary to change the movement on 
account of obstacles, and believing them about to move oft; I caused 
Lieutenant Colonel Wright to move the right wing of the One hundred 


distant some 200 yards, I gaVe the order 

promptly and gallantly done; about one-half of the right wing bein'’- 
led m person by Lieutenant-Colonel Wright, who, finding the" enemy 
hurrying on board, deployed those under his immediate command as 
skirmishers and opened a galling fixe on the enemy. 

The remainder of the right wing, by my order, deployed and fell on 

aIso opene n‘l * u S ir flre 0U tbe orowded and contused 
mass of the flying enemy. This fire was continued with great effect for 
more than half an hour. The gunboats of the enemy, having been cut 
loose from the shore, were moved out in the stream, opened a heavy fire 
with shell, grape, and canister, sweeping the ground occupied by the 
command, killing 1 man and wounding 12 others ; a detail of which I 
hav e heretofore had the honor of submitting to you. The troops of the 
enemy having embarked, they cut their lines and steamed beyond the 
range of our guns They continued to play on us from their gunboats, 
which occurring, I ordered the command to retire to cover near by 
which was done in good order. Capt. Edward Fitzgerald, of Company 
1 ’ *»»»» ? sent with 10 men as skirmishers, rejoined the command, 

reporting 8 prisoners — 1 lieutenant, 1 sergeant, and 0 privates — and 

3 of , Ule f nel T “- y - Ttese prisoners, witkb otters cop- 

ZvJX,* 1 *® 00mman 2 nnd ? r Lieutenant-Colonel Wright, were handed 
ovei to the x>roper authorities. 
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There were 27 muskets, some knapsacks, and clothing taken by the 
command, the first of which has been turned over to the quartermaster ; 
also one mule, which has been reported to the quartermaster. 

I cannot speak too highly of the bearing of the officers and men of 
my command. They displayed the greatest coolness and determined 
courage, and, although under fire for the first time, bore themselves like 
veterans, sustaining the reputation of Tennesseeans and Mississippians 
on the glorious battle-fields of New Orleans and Buena Vista. 

I have also to report the taking of seven wagons, with a small lot of 
ammunition and officers’ camp furniture, by Lieutenant-Colonel Wright, 
which was brought down, under the orders of Major-General Polk, by 
Brigadier-General Cheatham and myself, and turned over to the Quar- 
termaster’s Departm ent. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 J PRESTON SMITH, 

Colonel One hundred and fifty -fourth Senior Reft, Term. Vofe., 
Commanding First Brigade, Second Division. 

Col. Jas. I). Porter, Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. Fifth Brig., First Div., Army of^Miss.^^ 

General : In answer to your interrogatories I have to say that on 
November 7, 1801, I was on duty as general officer of the day for the 
army at Columbus, Ky. As part of my duty I reported to you early on 
that morning information of the movements which I had acquired, l 
found you in the saddle, being already advised of the movements ot the 
enemv. Notice was sent to the several brigade commanders to have 
their troops in hand ready to move at a moment’s notice, fully equipped 
for the field and ready for action. . T 

Between the hours of 9 and 10 a. m. of that day, by your direction, 1 
caused the Second Tennessee Regiment, Lieut. Col. W . B. Ross command- 
ing, to be moved down to the river and sent over to Brigadier- General 
Pillow, commanding the troops at Belmont, this officer having gone 
over with several regiments at an early hour of the morning. Immedi- 
ately after the Second Tenuessee Regiment was brought forward to 
the river and embarked by your order I brought down the F llteentn 
Tennessee Regiment, Maj. J. W. Hambleton commanding, and sent this 
regiment over to Belmont. The Eleventh Louisiana Regiment, Colonel 
Marks commanding, was also sent over immediately after the Fifteenth 
Tennessee : these last-named two regiments being crossed oyer By.iu.ou 
a. m. or soon after. By this hour (10.30 a. m.) the light batteries of 
Captains Jackson and Polk had also been sent over on the- steamboat 
H. W. R. Hill. A squadron of cavalry had been previously sent over 

under Lieutenant-Colonel Logwood. , Tllorn 

In reference to the supply of ammunition sent over to Belmont i nay e 
to say that between the hours of If a. m. and 1 p. m. several requests 
from General Pillow were received, asking that ammunition be sent 
over, all of which were promptly attended to by myself and Captain 
Sharpe, Company A, Blythe’s Mississippi regiment, who was brigade 
officer of the day for my brigade, and whom I had directed to remain 
near me to render such assistance as I might require. I attended to 
the shipping of this ammunition in person. I remained near you at the 
river, except when absent to execute some order of yours, until about 1 
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p. m., when I received orders to move my brigade down to go forward 
to the battle ground. It is proper for me to add that on my return to 
the river that evening, on my way back to Columbus after the engage- 
ment was over, my attention was called to the large quantities of am- 
munition at different places on the river bank, some fifty boxes being 
untouched, and which was brought over to Columbus on the morning 
of the 8th. b 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 

PBESTON SMITH, 

Brigadier General Gomdg. Fifth Brig., First Div. 

Major-General Polk, 

Second in Command, Department N~o. 2. 


Bo. 27. 

Deport of Lieut. Col. M. J. Wright, One hundred and fifty fourth Ten- 
nessee Infantry. 

IIdqrs. 154th Senior Beoiment Tenn. Vols., 

Columbus, Ky., November 9, 1803 . 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the 
part taken by my command in the engagement with the enemy on the 
7tli instant : 

On the morning of that day, between 9 and 10 o’clock, in obedience 
to your order, I formed my regiment in line within the lines of my en- 
campment, where we remained awaiting further orders until about 1 
o’clock, when I was ordered to move to the river. 

Having arrived on the bank of the river, after some little delay we 
embarked on board the steamer Kentucky nearly opposite the head- 
quarters of Major-General Polls:, and were soon afterwards landed on 
the opposite shore, where we formed, and were ordered by Brigadier- 
General Cheatham to follow in pursuit of the retreating enemy. I 'moved 
the regiment in double-quick time in the direction indicated by General 
Cheatham, who led our advance, accompanied by yourself, Major-Gen- 
eral Polk, and General Pillow. 

At a distance of some one and a half or two miles I was ordered to halt 
and send out a party of skirmishers on the side of a neighboring corn 
field. In obedieuce to this order, I detailed Capt. Edward Fitzgerald, 
ol Company P, and 16 of his men,, and then moved up the road rapidly 
until we came in sight of the enemy’s boats, three in number, supported 
by two gunboats. 

At this point we found large quantities of baggage scattered in the 
road, indicating that our pursuit had been very close. We moved from 
here through a corn field fronting the enemy’s fleet of boats, Colonel 
feinitli leading the line, until we came to a lane dividing the field, and 
which led to the enemy’s boats, the left wing of the regiment, under 
lead of General Cheatham, having filed around the field and taken 
position on the lef t and up the river. As v T e passed down the lane I 
discovered an officer mounted in front of the boats, and evidently urg- 
ing the rapid embarkation of the troops. I ordered the men to reserve 
their fire until Colonel Smith should have placed the leading companies 
in position on the right, which he immediately did, and a volley of 
well-directed musketry was immediately opened by the leading’ com- 
panies upon the boats. I ordered the companies in the rear to p>ass 
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around rapidly, take position in line, and commence firing. Tins order 
was promptly executed. The 'fire was at once returned by volleys ot 
musketry from the boats and rapid discharges of grape, canister, and 
shell from the gunboats. 

The fire was kept up on both sides with very little cessation for 
about one hour, ■when the boats, having succeeded in cutting their ca- 
bles, moved out under cover of the gunboats.. As the gunboats ascended 
the river they continued their fire, and their new position giving them 
a better range of shot, Colonel Smith ordered us to fall back to the field 

on the right. , , _ 

The boats being bv this time out of gun-shot range, I directed Adjt. 
W. H. Stovall and a detail of 10 men to remain with me and gather 
up our wounded men off the field. This duty being performed, we took 
possession of seven wagons, a lot of harness, some blankets and trunks, 
which the enemy had left in their flight, and placed them in charge ot a 
guard to be brought down on a boat, which General Pillow had in- 
formed me soon after the enemy retired he would have sent up. lo 
insure the coining up of the boat promptly, I sent a horseman to General 
Polk requesting that it be sent up at once, and it was accordingly 
brought tip by General Olicutlium ond Colonel Smith, cind ull th.6 cup- 

tured property secured. , , . - . . 

Our entire loss was 1 man killed and 12 wounded. The loss ot the 
enemy was very heavy, but its extent I am unable to estimate eor- 

We* took possession of a number of overcoats on our return; also a 
considerable number of blankets, knapsacks, and clothing ot all sorts l.eifc 
bv the enemy in their retreat. We also captured some muskets, which 
have been turned over to tlie quartermaster of this regiment. 

I cannot speak in terms too highly of the gallantry and coolness dis- 
played by the men under my command or that of the company officers. 
It will suffice to say that all, both officers and men, showed themselves 
worthy of their positions, of the cause in which they are engaged, and 
of the lasting gratitude of their country. 


JUIATO YYOAV3 KsCiijy c lll kmj ^ j 

and 3 privates — all of whom were delivered to the proper authorities. 
I am, very respectfully, your WEIGHT, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. 154 th Senior RegH Tenn. Yols. 

Ool. Preston Smith, . . 

Commanding First Brigade, Second Division. 


PTo. 28. 

Report of Col. W. jET. Stephens, Sixth Tennessee Infantry , commanding 

Second Brigade, Second Division. 

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Division, 

Columbus, Ky., November 9, 1861. 

The Second Brigade of your division, under my command, being 
assigned to duty on this the eastern bank, of the river, my infantry took 
no part in the engagement of the 7th instant. . The light battery of 
Capt. Melancthon Smith, belonging to my brigade, rendered very 
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efficient service in dispersing the enemy who had possession of Colonel 
Tappan’s camp. I refer to his report for the details. 

Your obedient servant, 


TV. H. STEPHENS, 

Col. Sixth Reft Term. Vols,, Comdg. 2d Brigade , 2d Division , 
Brig. Gen. B. F. Cheatham, 

Commanding Second Division. 


No. 29. 

Report of Lieut, Col. John U. Miller , First Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. 

Camp Moore, near Columbus, Ky., 

November 8, 18G1. 

Sir : In obedience to the order of Brig. Gen. B. F. Cheatham, I have 
the honor to report to you the part taken by the First Battalion of 
Mississippi Cavalry, under my command, in the engagement of the 7tli 
instant, in which a glorious victory was achieved by our forces. And 
first allow me to record with gratitude the kind Providence which 
shielded us in the day of battle and saved so many from “ the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noonday.” 

The squadron of cavalry under the command of Capt. A. J. Bowles, 
consisting of the Thompson Cavalry and Bolivar Troop, Lieut. L. Jones 
commanding, were the only part of my command in the engagement, 
and I herewith hand you the report of Captain Bowles of liis skir- 
mishes with the enemy before the general engagement began. Those 
companies had been detached from my battalion for a month past, and 
encamped on the west side of the river, with the Thirteenth Arkansas 
.Regiment, Colonel Tappan commanding, and the Watson Battery, Cap- 
tain Beltzhoover commanding, and acting as pickets and reconnaissants 
for those forces. In accordance with your order, it being expected that 
an attack would be made on the Kentucky side, my companies on the 
east side of the river were stationed as pickets on the different roads 
leading to Columbus. I crossed the river to join that portion of my 
command there, and reached the field about 10.30 o’clock a. m., and 
very soon the engagement opened. I am proud and happy to learn 
from the gallant Colonel Tappan, of the Thirteenth Arkansas Regiment, 
that the two companies named above did the most effective service, and 
held the enemy in check most steadily until time was given to dispose 
our forces and form the line of battle. And I now also declare my high 
appreciation of the gallantry which I learned was displayed by Captain 
Bowles, of the Thompson Cavalry, and Lieutenant Jones, of the Boli- 
var Troop, and the noble men under their command. Soon after my 
arrival on the field, Captain Bowles and Lieutenant Jones came in with 
their companies and placed them at my disposal. By order of Brigadier- 
General Billow, a position was assigned to me near the left wing, and 
very soon the battle raged in all its fury around us, and no men ever 
fought more bravely or retired more steadily when forced from their 
position by overwhelming numbers than did many in our lines. My 
men did their duty and retired in order to the river. I there received 
an order from Brigadier-General Pillow in person to meet the enemy 
below, who were attempting to flank us on the left. I immediately 
ordered my squadron down the river along the narrow defile between 
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the brink and the dense fallen timber on the right. At the mouth of 
this defile, about a quarter of a mile below the battle field, we met the 
Federal cavalry in full force, outnumbering us two or three to one. My 
men were thrown on the right into line and the fight began. Seeing 
our desperate position, with the enemy sweeping the field in our rear, 
the heavy fallen timber on our right, and the Federal cavalry in front, 
I felt that a desperate move alone could extricate my noble little band. 
I knew they were equal to the emergency, and in desperation I ordered 
“Charge,” and “charge” rang from a hundred voices; the enemy fied 
in wild confusion, and we were safe. 

We followed until I learned that a regiment of infantry were in reserve 
below, and then ordered a halt. My men were then brought into line, 
and soon afterward Lieutenant-Colonel Logwood came up with Captain 
Taylor’s company of Tennessee cavalry and took his position on my 
left. Here we remained an hour and a half in agonizing suspense, 
learning that the enemy had swept everything before them to the river 
above us, and having the regiment of infantry and the force of cavalry 
between us and the battle-field. At one time they brought their force 
up in full view, but dared not make the attack. At last they withdrew, 
and feeling our way cautiously with advance guards and reconnoitering 
parties, we made our way back to the battle-field, and then learned for 
the first time that the enemy had retreated. The squadron immediately 
dashed off in pursuit, overtook the rear of our forces about 1 mile from 
the battle-field, and came upon the enemy r just as they entered their 
boats, but it was too late. We took our position above their boats, and 
for a half hour poured a destructive fire from our “ Maynard rifles.” 
Thus ended the terrible rout of our enemy, and a glorious victory was 
achieved by our forces. We had 1 man wounded, and 9 horses killed 
and a number wounded. My men demeaned themselves as became 
Mississippiaus, evincing cool courage and daring intrepidity. 

My special commendation is due Adjutant L. Lobdel for the aid given 
me and the courage he displayed. 

J. H. MILLEB, 

Lieutenant- Colonel Battalion Mississippi Cavalry. 

James D. Porter, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant - General. 


No. 30. 

Report of Capt. A. J. Boioles, First Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. 

Columbus, November 8, 1861. 

Sir : In obedience to the command of Colonel Tappan, of the Thir- 
teenth Arkansas Regiment, with whom we have been acting as skir- 
mishers for some weeks past, I proceeded up the river with the two 
companies under my command. The Bolivar Troop, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. L. Jones, and . the Thompson Cavalry, under my 
command, belonging to the First Battalion of Mississippi Cavalry, to 
make a reconnaissance and find the position of the enemy, who were 
reported to be landing from boats and marching upon us in large num- 
bers. I advanced cautiously, sending forward an advance guard, and 
had proceeded about 2 miles when we met their skirmishers, which we 
drove back, and kept our position until their main force came up. I 
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tlien ordered my companies to fall back, which was done in good order, 
and again took a position and repulsed their skirmishers a second time. 
This manner of fighting continued for an hour and a half, until we had 
fallen back upon our infantry. I then received orders from Brigadier- 
General Pillow to move to the extreme left of our lines, at which time 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Miller came from his post at Columbus, Ky., and I re- 
signed my command to him. 

A. J. BOWLES, 

Commanding. 

Lieut. Col. J. H. Miller, 

First Battalion Mississippi Cavalry. 


Ho. 31. 


Report of Capt. Mdancthon Smith , C. S. Army , commanding Light Bat- 
tery. 

Camp Moore, 

Columbus , Ky ., November 9, 1801. 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that during the battle of Thurs- 
day, the 7th instant, at about 2 o’clock p. in., I received orders, through 
Lieutenant Snowden, of the Engineer Corps, from General Polk to take 
position with my battery near the old mill on the bank of the river and 
open fire on the enemy, they being in force on the opposite bank. Have 
possession of the camp of Colonel Tappan’s regiment. 

This order I executed, the battery keeping up a brisk fire with shot 
and shell until the enemy retired. 

Yery respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

MELAHCTHOH SMITH, 
Commanding Light Battery. 

Col. William H. Stephens, 

Commanding Second Brigade , Second Division. 


Ho. 32. 

Report of Brig. Gen. J. P. MeCown, C. S. Army , commanding Third 

Division. 

Headquarters Third Division, 

Columbus , Ky ., November 9, 1801. 

In obedience to your instructions I have the honor to report tlie part 
my division (Third) took in the action of the 7 th instant. 

Early in the morning of the 7th my advance picket reported two gun- 
boats and transports coining down the river, and soon afterwards that 
the boats had landed on the Missouri shore and were disembarking 
troops. I at once advanced Capt. It. A. Stewart, Pointe Coupee Bat- 
tery, under the protection of Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy, Louisiana 
Battalion. The two gunboats dropped down the river, and were at once 
engaged with Captain Stewart’s battery and Captain Hamilton’s siege- 
guns. The battery below also opened upon the gunboats. After half 
an hour’s engagement the boats were driven up the river. The major- 
general came upon the field and informed me that he anticipated an 
attack on this side. 
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In tlio mean time the enemy had landed a large force on the Missouri 
shore, and soon after engaged the forces sent to re-enforce Colonel 
Tapp an, under the command of Brigadier-General Pillow. The enemy 
finally succeeded in reaching the river below Belmont, and planted a 
battery that played upon our boats. The gunboats again dropped down 
the river. About the same time I received information from the gen- 
eral commanding that a large force was on their side of the river. I 
saw that the plans of the enemy were to prevent re-enforcements from 
crossing the river. I sent an order to Lieutenant Humes to advance 
Captain Bankhead’s battery to the shore and drive the Federal battery 
and troops from the position they had taken, but this had been effected, 
by an order already given by the major-general, by Captain Smith’s 
battery and the rifled gun in the fort. The gunboat after an hour’s 
conflict again retired, after having come low enough down the river to 
throw shells into the works. 

At about 11 o’clock I was informed that Colonel Marks’ regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, Colonel Marks command- 
ing First Brigade, was ordered to cross the river, Colonel Marks com- 
manding. I saw with pride and pleasure the noble and decisive part 
their regiment played in the action. I send inclosed Colonel Marks’ 
report. Towards the close of ihe day, by order of the major-general, 

I sent Colonel Neely’s (Fourth Tennessee) regiment and Colonel Scott’s 
Twelfth Louisiana Begiment across the river, commanded by Colonel 
Neely. These regiments crossed too late to take an active part in the 
action. The heaviest fire from the gunboats was against the batteries 
of Capt. 11. A. Stewart and Capt. S. H. D. Hamilton, resulting from 
their advanced position. They and their men deserve credit for the 
effective service rendered. The heavy battery under the command of 
Maj. A. P. Stewart rendered effective service both against the gunboats, 
and the enemy across the river. It is proper here to state that I ad- 
vanced Col. E. W. Gantt’s Arkansas regiment, not properly belonging 
to my division, upon the Milburn road, to report any attack from that 
quarter, in the execution of which order Colonel Gantt came very near 
losing his life from the bursting of a shell. 

I take pleasure in commending the gallant conduct of my staff, Lieut. 
Balt. Barrow, acting assistant adjutant-general ; Maj. George W. Mc- 
Cown, aide-de-camp; Maj. E. W. Dyer, quartermaster; Lieut, G. P. 
Smart, adjutant artillery, who remained with me during the day, and 
Capt. George T. Moorman, acting aide-de-camp, who were much exposed 
in the line of their duty — Major McCown and Captain Moorman on both 
sides of the river. 

I regretted that I was deprived of the service of Major Bradford, ad- 
jutant-general, and Lieut. Henry S. Foote, jr., aide-de-camp, who was 
absent under orders. Sergt. E. M. Boss was much exposed, and useful 
in bringing me accurate information. 

Major Butler, of the Eleventh Begiment, fell mortally wounded m 
advance of his regiment. Lieut. J. B. Alexander was killed, gallantly 
leading his men. Lieuts. B. B. Dennison and J ames Miller were wounded. 

I send a list of the killed and wounded* I am happy to say that all 
my command, wherever employed, exhibited coolness and decision. 

Yery respectfully submitted. 

J J J. P. McCOWN, 

Brigadier- General, (J. S. Army. 

Oapt. E. D. Blake, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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No. 33. 

Report of Col. S. F. Marks, Eleventh Louisiana Infantry , commanding 
First Brigade , Third Bivision. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Third Division, 

Columbus , Ky., November 8, 18G1. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning- of the 7th in- 
stant, after receiving your order to hold my brigade in readiness for 
further instructions, I received order from Major-General Polk to report 
at his headquarters with the Eleventh Regiment in reserve until further 
orders ; in about fifteen minutes the general ordered me on board the 
steamer Charm, to proceed across the river to the Missouri side, and by 
a flank movement to attack the enemy in the rear. On landing I moved 
up along the river bank until I saw General Pillow, who gave me the 
same order, and instructed me as to the proper direction to obtain that 
position. I then directed the head of my column towards the point in- 
dicated by the general and where the fire of the enemy seemed to bo 
the hottest. In about fifteen minutes I had reached a position beyond 
their fire, and moved up through the bushes until I came in view of a 
body of men, who appeared to be the enemy, drawn up in an open field 
towards our left, but partially hid from our view by an intervening rise 
of ground. They displayed or had amongst them a Confederate flag* ; 
at the same time a party on our right called out to us, u For God’s sake, 
don’t fire on us ; we are friends.” I ordered my men to withhold their 
fire, thinking they might be so. I then ordered Major Butler to ad- 
vance to the edge of the woods, to ascertain what regiment it was. As 
soon as they discovered the major the main body opened fire on him. I 
then ordered my men to commence firing, which they did rapidly and 
in gallant style. Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, in immediate command 
of the Eleventh Regiment, at this moment brought up the left wing, 
placed them in line, and joined in the general fighting. In about half 
an hour the enemy’s column, now separated in two divisions, the one 
trying to flank me on the right and the other on the left. I divided my 
command, and, with the assistance of Colonel Barrow, promptly seconded 
by all the officers of the line, got it in a position to front the enemy 
each way ; we again opened a general fire for about an hour, at the ex- 
piration of which time the enemy broke and fled, hotly pursued by our 
troops for about half a mile, when I had them recalled and formed in 
line, at which General Polk arrived upon the field and ordered me to 
join General Cheatham (who had, I supposed, just arrived with fresh 
-troops) in pursuit of the enemy which pursuit, led by General Polk, 
was continued ; the enemy being constantly fired on by Cheatham’s com- 
anand until they were driven under the batteries of their gunboats, 
which opened a terrible fire of shot, shell, and balls, to which we had 
mo means of reply. 

General Polk then ordered us to return to the bank of the river, as 
mo further good could be accomplished by our muskets when opposed 
to their floating batteries. Our loss in this affair was, as per detailed 
statement herewith transmitted, 12 killed and 42 wounded ; amongst 
them was the gallant Butler, who fell while bravely discharging his 
duty. Lieutenant Alexander, of the Cannon Guards, Company D, fell 
during the hottest of the fire, while gallantly cheering on his men to 
action. As to the enemy’s loss I cannot state with any accuracy, but we 
counted in the immediate range of our fire over a hundred dead bodies, 
besidesa larger number wounded and prisoners ; amongst the latter was 
Major McClurken, Thirtieth Illinois Regiment, who was shot from his 
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horse while cheering on his men to attack our lines, and Adjutant Boler, 
Seventh Iowa Regiment, was brought in uninjured by Private Mc- 
Donough and Corporal McDavitt, Dillon Guards. Private T. I. Long, 
Catahoula Greys, was brought to me by Lieut. Jos. II. Miller, Dillon 
Guards. 

Where all, officers and men, behaved so gallantly, it would be invidious 
to discriminate. I cannot refrain, however, in this connection of speak- 
ing in terms of high commendation of the conduct of Col. R. H. Barrow 
during the whole engagement. To the coolness and promptness of 
Capt. John J. Barrow, Rosale Guards [Co. I], I feel confident I owe the 
preservation of my life. 

Oapt. William H. Jackson, of light artillery, who was severely 
wounded in the heat of the engagement, I am requested by Colonel 
Barrow to tender the thanks of the Eleventh Louisiana Regiment for 
valuable and gallant service rendered. Private William G. Gaillor, of 
Memphis, belonging to Captain B alien tine’s company, Shelby Light 
Dragoons, who volunteered to go with Company A, of my command, to 
the battle, was severely wounded while gallantly doing his duty. In 
short, sir, in order to do justice to the Eleventh, I would have to refer 
you to its muster-roll. All did their duty and all deserve the thanks 
of their country. 

Adjutant White, of the Eleventh, and Assistant Adjutant-General 
Langan, of First Brigade, have my thanks for valuable service rendered. 
W. E. Edwards was attached to my person, and behaved gallantly 
throughout the battle. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. F. MARKS, 

Colonel, Commanding First Brigade, Third Division. 

Brig. Gen. John P. McCown, Commanding Third Division. 


Mo. 34. 

Report of Col. J. C. Tapp an, Thirteenth Arkansas Infantry , with in- 
terrogatories from General Pollc and answers thereto. 

Columbus, Ky., November 9, 1861. 

Sir : On the morning of the 7th instant, about 7 o’clock, I received 
information from you that the enemy were landing troops on the Missouri 
side of the river, a few miles above town, with an order directing me to 
ascertain at once what they designed by such action and to get my com- 
mand at Camp Johnston (opposite this place) ready for any emergency. 
I immediately ordered out the two cavalry companies of Colonel Miller’s 
Mississippi battalion, that were with us. Captain Montgomery and 
Captain Bowses (Captain Montgomery’s being commanded by Lieuten- 
ant Jones), directed them to proceed up the river to watch the enemy, 
and to report what they were doing ; then ordered Colonel Beltzhoover, 
of the Watson Battery, to get ready, and had my own regiment formed 
in line of battle. After consultation with Colonel Beltzhoover, I directed 
two of his guns to be stationed on the south side of an old field back of 
my encampment, with Captain Pollard’s company of my regiment to 
sustain them, commanding one road. Four guns were placed on the 
northwest point of said field, with companies of Captain Hunt and 
Captain Harris ; the balance of my regiment was formed on the right of 
said battery, about a hundred yards from the river and fronting from 
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it. I would here state that, before arranging my troops, one of the cav- 
alry belonging to Captain Montgomery’s company returned, informing 
me that the enemy had landed a large force j that they were forming 
into line some 2^- to 3 miles from our camp, with a view, as was sup- 
posed, of making an attack upon us. We had been ready in line some 
twenty minutes or more, when Brigadier-General Pillow came up with 
Colonel Russell’s and Colonel Freeman’s Tennessee regiments and took 
command, directing my three companies left with the guns to return to 
the regiment, and putting Colonel Russell’s regiment oil my right and 
Colonel Freeman’s regiment on my left, between the Watson Battery 
and my left wing, a little to the rear of the battery. This was about 

0. ;.]() or 10 o’clock in the morning. I am informed that Colonel Pickett’s 
Tennessee regiment came across the river about the same time and 
was placed in line on the left of the Watson Battery. 

By order of General Pillow I sent out Captain Shelton’s company as 
skirmishers; they were absent some three quarters of an hour, when 
they were driven in by the enemy, who opened upon us with a heavy 
Tiring, and the engagement became general between them and oiu* regi- 
ments on the right of the Watson Battery. 

From the time my command took their position in readiness for the 
enemy and the commencement of the general engagement at least an 
hour and a half elapsed, during which time we were advised every lew 
minutes by our cavalry of the progress the enemy were making towards 
our line. My regiment was engaged over an hour and a half, being 
subjected to and returning the lire of an overpowering' force of the 
enemy, when, Colonel Russell’s regiment getting out of ammunition, we 
gradually and in good order, without any confusion, retired through the 
timber recently cut down by my command to the bank of the river, 
where upon the bank I again formed my regiment into line. The regi- 
ment suffered more during the above period than at any other time dur- 
ing the day. 

After our last formation we remained some half an hour exposed to 
the lire of the enemy, which we returned, when some of our troops, 
being overpowered by an overwhelming force, were compelled to retire, 
and niy camp fell into the possession of tlio enemy, which they only 
partially destroyed. X then fell back some 150 yards up the river, 
where I again formed my line in connection with troops commanded by 

001. J. .Knox Walker, Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan, of Colonel Wright’s 
Tennessee Regiment, and Major Stewart, of Colonel Freeman’s regi- 
ment. Just as our line was formed Brigadier-General Cheatham came 
across the river, leaving liis forces to be brought over by yourself, took 
charge of our troops thus formed, and led us in person. We came 
across tlie enemy about 200 yards from tlie river, and for fifteen minutes 
or more the firing was exceedingly spirited on both sides. The order 
being given for a charge by General Cheatham, we rushed upon the 
enemy, killing a great many of them and causing them to run in great 
disorder and confusion. I pursued them some short distance, when we 
were overtaken by yourself, General Pillow, and directly afterwards 
by General Cheatham, with Colonel Smith’s Tennessee regiment and 
Colonel Blythe’s Mississippi regiment, who pursued the enemy to their 
boats. I take great pleasure in alluding to the gallant conduct of 
Colonel Beltzlioover, of the Watson Battery, who did great execution 
with his guns, and who only retired after getting out of ammunition. 
His report is herewith attached. The gallant conduct of the two cav- 
alry companies before mentioned deserves to be referred to with praise. 
They watched the movements of the enemy, resisted their approach, and 
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kept us posted every few minutes. I lost 12 men killed, 45 wounded, 
and 25 missing. 

The bearing and conduct of my officers and men, with scarcely an 
exception, is worthy of commendation. Although they were under a 
heavy fire for several hours they bore themselves gallantly, executing 
every order with coolness and without confusion. I would state that 
cavalry pickets were posted every night by my orders on the only two 
roads leading to the encampment, at a distance of from 2| to 4 miles. 

The night preceding the attack the pickets were out at their stations 
as usual and came in after light, after which time the enemy landed 
their boats. It was not necessary to keep out cavalry pickets during 
the day,, from the tact that a view of the river and opposite country is 
so extensive from Columbus that I could have been more readily ad- 
vised of the approach of the enemy from headquarters than by our 
pickets ; as in this case we had sufficient notice of their approach from 
yourself. 

I have to report the capture of 130 guns, which have been turned 
over to the proper department. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. TAPPAH, 

Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Arkansas V olunteers. 

Major-General L. Polk, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus , Ky n February 22, 1862. 
Colonel Tapp AN, Thirteenth Arkansas Regiment : 

Dear Sir : Will you please in writing reply to the inquiries I made 
of you in our conversation yesterday ? The points I desire to have 
replied to especially are : 

1st. As to the time you got into line of battle-on the morning of the 
7th H ovember. 

2d. How long after that was it that the general line of all the troops 
engaged was formed? 

3d. How long after the formation of this general line before the bat- 
tle began ? 

4th. Did you receive orders to make more than one charge during 
the time your regiment was under the command of General Pillow? 

5th. Was that charge made because you were out of ammunition ? 

6th. Did your regiment in that charge reach the position occupied by 
the enemy? If not, how far short did it halt? 

7th. Were you out of ammunition during the day; and what is your 
opinion of the judiciousness of the line of battle chosen? 

Your answers to the above questions, with any other statements yon 
may think it proper to make, so as to give a correct history of the 
events of that battle, will serve the cause of truth and oblige, 
Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
Columbus , Ky. : February 27, 1862. 

Dear Sir : Your favor has been received. In reply I would state 
that my regiment was placed in line of battle on the morning of Ho- 
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vember 7 last at about a quarter to 0 o’clock. We liatl been in position 
at least half an hour when Brigadier-General Pillow came np and took 
command, changing my line and placing Colonel Bussell’s regiment on 
my right and the regiments of Colonel Freeman, Colonel Pickett, and 
Colonel Wright on my left. We were in line after this last formation one 
hour or more before the general engagement commenced. We had been 
engaged fully three-quarters of an hour when an order to charge was 
given. As the enemy was not visible to my regiment up to this time, 
being posted in the woods and distant some 150 or 200 yards, I thought 
that there was evidently a mistake as to the order, but on seeing 
Colonel Bussell’s regiment preparing to move, I ordered my regiment to 
charge. The whole line charged up some 70 yards, when, after a few 
rounds, we fell back by order to our original position. This was the 
only charge made by iny regiment while under command of Brigadier- 
General Pillow, and it was the only charge made by Ike troops formed 
in the general line of battle. I am satisfied that the enemy were at 
least 75 yards distant from us when we halted in the charge, while to 
have advanced farther in the charge, we would have been in dauger 
from our battery on our left and of being flanked by the enemy, who 
were in force on our right. We maintained our original position some 
half an hour after falling back, exposed to a most galling fire from the 
enemy, who advanced upon us as we fell back. My regiment did not 
get out of ammunition at any time during the day. 

Being in command of the post at Belmont, I disposed of the forces I 
had charge of in such way as to guard the only two roads by which the 
enemy could approach my camp. Two guns of the Watson Battery 
were placed so as to cover the road that led round towards the river and 
extended up to my camp. The balance of the guns (four in number) 
were stationed so as to guard the road that led directly across from the 
point at which the enemy landed, my regiment having been placed on 
the right of said guns so as to command the road and at the same time to 
protect the battery. My line vas formed in front of a field in the woods, 
which would have protected ii if it had been extended either on the 
right or left. 

When Brigadier-General Pillow took command he removed the two 
guns from the lower road and placed them with the other guns. I 
would here state that it was in direction of said road that a regiment of 
the enemy came into the rear of our troops and took possession of my 
camp. General Pillow also moved my regiment back some 40 yards, 
so that my left extended up to the side of the field, placing Colonel 
Bussell on my right in the woods, and Colonels Freeman, Pickett, and 
Wright on my left in the open field. I placed one of my companies 
with the two guns mentioned herein, and two of my companies with the 
four guns herein referred to, which companies were sent back to my 
regiment on Brigadier-General Pillow taking command. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. TAPPAif, 

Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Arkansas Volunteers. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk, Commanding , &c. 
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Report of Lieut. Col. R. H. Barrow , Eleventh Louisiana Infantry. 

Hdqrs. Eleventh Louisiana Regiment, 

July 13, 1862. 

Gener al : In reply to your communication of the 10th instant,* I 
respectfully state that the Eleventh Louisiana Eegiment received orders 
to leave their camp to cross the river on November 7, 1861 (the day of 
the battle of Belmont), between 10.30 and 11 a. m., reaching the river 
at a double-quick in about ten minutes, and there found a regiment 
waiting to cross (which I have been informed was Carroll’s regiment, 
Fifteenth Tennessee Volunteers), and which preceded the Eleventh 
Louisiana Eegiment about fifteen minutes. Our regiment was landed 
at Belmont between 11.15 and 11.30 o’clock, and engaged the enemy a 
few minutes before 12 m. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EOBT. H. BAEEOW, • 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Eleventh Louisiana Regiment. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk. 


No. 36. 


Report of Capt. Laurence L. Butler, Eleventh Louisiana Infantry. 


Columbus, Ky., February 14, 1862. 

SiE : In reply to your question as to what time the Eleventh Eegi- 
meut Louisiana Volunteers left Columbus for Belmont, I have the honor 
to inform you that I looked at my watch at the moment of embarking, 
and found the time to be ten minutes to 12 m. 

In reply to your question, u Who brought the order to the Eleventh 
Regiment Louisiana Volunteers to re-enforce the forces engaged at Bel- 
meut,” I have the honor to state that I have ascertained from Captain 
Blake, C. S. Army, then acting as your assistant adjutant-general, that 
he brought the order in person to the colonel of the Eleventh Louisiana 


Volunteers. 

With great respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

LAURENCE L. BUTLER, 

Captain, Comdg. Company K, Eleventh Regiment La. Vols. 


Major-General Polk, 

Commanding First Livision Western Department. 


No. 37. 

Report of Lieut. Col. E. Beltzhoover, commanding Watson Battery < 

Columbus, Ky., November 8, 1861. 

Colonel : About 8 a. m., November 7, you informed me at Camp 
Johnston, Missouri, that the enemy were advancing in force against us, 
and ordered me to put the Watson Battery in position. I immediately 


Not found. 



860 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X . 

posted a section at the end of each of the three roads by which our 
camp could be approached, and when you came out with your regiment 
you gave me a company to support each section. We stood as thus 
placed until the arrival of Brigadier-General Pillow, who ordered your 
companies back to the regiment, and united my battery at the edge of 
the woods and the bend of the right-hand road from the usual landin'’’ 
of the enemy’s gunboats. There we stood doing our best until the 
whole line retreated to the river. At the river I formed in battery again 
although I had no ammunition, and so remained until carried down 
the bank by the force of retreating troops. My loss is 2 killed and 8 
wounded and missing ; 45 horses killed ; 2 guns missing. 

I feel bound to mention, for your favorable notice, Lieut. C. P. Ball 
than whom a braver or more accomplished officer cannot be found, and 
Privates White and Frederick. I am afraid Lieutenant Ball is seriously 
wounded by being run over by a caisson. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. BELTZHOQYEB, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Watson Battery, 
Colonel Tappan, Thirteenth Arkansas. 


Bo. 38. 

Report of Maj. Henry Winsloiv, Aide-de-Camp. 

Columbus, Ky., December 1 , 1801 . 

G-eneral : I herewith communicate for your information the occur- 
rences preceding and during the battle of Belmont : 

On the morning of November 7, at 2.10 a. m., 1 was awakened by a 
messenger bearing dispatches from General Thompson, who was intro- 
duced into your room by me, and at daylight another messenger arrived, 
informing me that the hederals were landing troops on the Missouri 
side above Columbus. I immediately communicated the information to 
you, and was directed to proceed to the quarters of Brigadier-General 
Twr^° WG \ ; ! nd m *? rin this fact, and also to direct him (General 

McCown) to send a strong force of infantry and cavalry in that direc- 
tion on tins side of the river. Having performed this duty, I proceeded 
up the liver to obtain such information by personal observation as I 
deemed might be useful. With an excellent glass I watched their move- 
ments until X was satisfied as to their numbers and intention, which was 
reported by me to yourself. 

About 10 a. m. I was directed by you to cross the river and carry 
some orders to General Pillow. This I did, finding him about 100 yards 
m advance of his line of battle (which was formed in an open field), 
returning from reconnoitering the enemy’s position. General Pillow 
requested me to say to you that he wished a regiment sent across and 
held m reserve on the bank of the river and a section or two of artil- 
e LY- 1 immediately recrossed the river and made known to you his 
wishes. 

The firing commenced when I was about half-way across the river. 

I suggested to you that a squadron of cavalry might be used to advan- 
tage, and was directed by you to order two companies from Colonel 
Logwoods battalion to proceed at once across the river. Captains 
Jacksons and Polk’s batteries were also ordered across. 

About 12 m. I was ordered by you to recross the river and ascertain 
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the progress of the battle. On arriving on the Missouri shore I found 
our troops retreating in some disorder up the river, the enemy having 
driven them hack. I asked an officer the cause of this, and he replied 
that the men were out of ammunition. I directed him to supply him- 
self from a quantity lying in boxes under the bank. I proceeded up 
the river, sending the men back who were under the bank for a supply, 
but found, upon an examination of the cartridge-boxes of several, both 
above and below the bank, that they had a good supply. Finding that 
the confusion was becoming worse, and the men inclined to rush upon 
the transports, I endeavored by expostulation and entreaties to halt 
them, but in vain. I then rode to the head of the column, and applying 
the saber be the leading tiles it had the desired effect. By this time I 
had arrived in the vicinity of General Pillow, who had a regiment, or 
part of one, halted and in line, and to whom, being without staff officers, 
I volunteered my services for a time. I told him of your wish to know 
how the battle was going, to which he replied the men were falling 
back, and that he wished to make a flank movement upon the enemy. 
I reported to him there was plenty of ammunition on the bank of the 
river, and what I had done, stating to him that I had heard there was 
a scarcity, but that it was not so, and I asked him if the men could not 
be got to try the cold steel, to which he replied he had tried that, but 
could not get the men to stand it. I asked him for permission to make 
a trial myself, but he said he thought his present movement the best. 

After remaining for some time with him I told him I must report to 
you the condition of things, and asked him if he had any communica- 
tions to send to you, to which he replied to inform you of his intended 


flank movement. 

1 crossed the river on the Prince about 2 o’clock and stated to you 
his message, and also that my opinion was that the battle was lost un- 
less re-enforcements were sent across; that the troops were in retreat 
and appeared to have lost all confidence in their officers, and that I 
thought your presence alone would restore order and save the day. 
These re-enforcements were sent across and were followed by yourself. 
Wlieu, after executing some orders given me by you, I joined you on tbe 
Missouri side the enemy were in full retreat. 

X am, very respectfully, 

’ HENRY WINSLOW, 

Aide-de-Cam p. 


Maj. Gen. L. Polk, 

Gomdg. First Division , Western Department, Columbus , Ay. 


No. 39. 

Deport of Capt. B. J. Butler , steamer Prince. 

Corinth, Miss., April 2, 1862. 

I was present at the battle of Belmont; was in command of tbe 
Prince as captain. Wfont over to the battle-field about 9.30 o’clock 
with a part of General Pillow’s staff and staid upon the battle-field 
until about 11.30 or 12 o’clock, when I left, having been sent over to 
General Polk by General Pillow. I was sent to General Polk with a 
message from General Pillow to the effect that he must have ammuni- 
tion and re- enforcements or he must withdraw his forces from the field. 
Ammunition had been sent for and brought, over to the battle-field by 
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my boat, tbe Prince, previous to my being sent by General Pillow. 
This ammunition was lying in boxes on the bank near the water’s edge 
when I started with the message of General Pillow to General Polk 
about re-enforcements and ammunition. 

I delivered the message from General Pillow to General Polk at about 
12 or 12.30 o’clock, when he was standing upon the bank with his staff 
on the Columbus side of the river. As soon as I delivered the message 
to General Polk he sent oft one of his staff to have the ammunition 
put on my boat. I immediately took it across the river. X suppose 
I was not kept waiting for the ammunition more than ten minutes. 
When I was crossing the river with the message from General Pillow 
to General Polk 1 met the Charm and the H. It. W. Hill going across 
to the battle-field with re-enforcements. 

Colonel Dougherty, of the Federal Army, about the close of the bat- 
tle, was brought on my boat very badly wounded and evidently expect- 
ing to die. In answer to a question which I asked him, as to how the 
battle had gone, his remark was that we had routed them and whipped 
them like dogs. I asked him that if it was a fair question I would like 
to know how many men the Federals had on the field, and he told me 
between 7,000 and 8,000. I learned afterwards from him that he was 
acting brigadier that day. 

Very respectfully, 


General L. Polk. 


B. J. BUTLER. 


Ho. 40. 

Report of Capt. W. L. Trask, steamer Charm. 

Columbus, ICt., February 14, 1862. 

SmsJn answer to the following questions propounded by you, to 
wit: What service did you perform with the steamer Charm on Ho vein* 
ber 7, 1861; also, at what time did you land certain troops? I beg 
leave to make the following report: 

At 8 o’clock on the morning of Hovember 7, 1861, being in command 
of the steamer Charm, and lying at the wharf or landing at Columbus, 
having arrived that morning from below and just finished discharging 
our load, I received orders from headquarters to get up steam and hold 
myself in readiness for any emergency that might arise, as the enemy 
were reported landing in Lucas Bend, a short distance above, and an 
immediate attack was expected. A few minutes later we received 
orders from the quartermaster to transport a quantity of commissary 
stores across the river to Colonel Tappan’s (Thirteenth Arkansas) regi- 
ment. This duty I performed without delay. 

At this time several regiments of troops were embarking on board 
tbe steamers Prince and H. R. W. Hill for transportation across the 
river. Upon our return to Columbus after delivering the commissary 
stores, at 9 a. m., Dr. Bell and staff, of the medical department, embarked 
on board the Charm, and desired to be taken across the river. A num- 
ber of soldiers belonging to the different regiments already taken over 
also came on board at that time and crossed over with the surgeons. 
They (the soldiers) numbered about 150, and were parts of different 
companies and regiments left behind by their commanders from the 
other steamers. 
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Upon our landing at 9.30 a. m. on tlie Belmont side, at the point 
afterwards occupied by the enemy— the battle having already begun 
and now raging furiously, with the report of musketry gradually com- 
iii°’ nearing the river — we found on the river bauk a number of our 
wounded soldiers, and I immediately ordered them to be taken on board 
to be transported across to Columbus. Upon landing on the Columbus 
side, and after the wounded had been put on shore, at 11 a. m. Colonel 
Marks’ (Eleventh Louisiana) regiment began to embark on the Charm. 
After they were on board we took on a quantity of ammunition ancl 
one company of Colonel Logwood’s cavalry, causing some delay. We, 
however, succeeded in getting away from the landing at 11.30 o’clock, 
and crossed the river under a heavy fire from the enemy’s cannon, they 
having at this time driven in our forces, planted their batteries on the 
river bank, and directed them particularly at our boat, and they were 
otherwise engaged in burning our tents and destroying our camp, with 
no one that we could perceive at the time engaging them except the 

batteries from the Columbus side. . , . , 

12 in., on the Belmont side, and at a point about 
’ • ’ ’ - ~~ — at that 



our 

possession of 

our boat, and at the same time crying: “Don’t land!” “Don’t land!” 
“We are whipped!” “Go back!” &c. We, however, succeeded m 
landing six companies of Colonel Marks’ regiment, when the disorgan- 
ized troops previously spoken of made a rush on our boat and foiced 
me to give the order to back the boat from the landing, leaving my 
st*i« , e i dunks on the river bank and still having on board the remaining 

four cora^ai^esof Colonel Marks’ regiment ; 

panv of cavalry. At this juncture 1 moved up the m ei some } auh, 
intending to effect a landing of the remaining companies ot Colonel 
Marks’ regiment by letting them jump from the guards ot the boat 
whenslietouched the bank." This I accomplished 
myself unable to land the cavalry company for want oi s Jft> e 
the repeated efforts of our disorganized troops to board the ' 

I now concluded to recross the river to the Columbus side and allow 
the cavalry to embark on some other boat or borrow ^ Jjjnnks bo 
some other steamer. I succeeded m doing the latter through .the .kind 
lif'ss of Can tain Lodwick, of the steamer Kentucky. Upon crossing ine 
river to Columbus, after landing Colonel Marks’ 
cannon still being directed upon us, we [were] struck sere ral 1 
their shot. One ball, in passing through the boi t L JSm 
splinters, one of which prostrated one of the pilots, m.teytoa , , str 
nine Mm severely, but not otherwise injuring him. A lady-close oy, 
whS had refnsed to go on shore, hut had persisted m « n ab " t 
assist and relieve the wounded, coolly assisted him to ™d “id. 

show the least evidence of fear during the entue day. No _other perso 
w ,, q hurt, on our boat. In this connection I will state that tne enmc 
crew, with one exception, behaved gallantly and assisted me 
tag the boat, each man attending to , his ; peculiar ^’es we^u^^^ 
the trying circumstances of the day [anaj m « «> noblv 

With the exception above mentioned every man did his di t\ U 
We now landed a short distance below the foot of the bluff, 1 * 
still an especial mark and an excellent target for the ene^itiUe^ 
we obeyed an order from the commanding general ami mov< ed some 

distance higher up. Finding it impossible to select a ^ Jlaitine 
for the successful embarkation of the re-enforcements then m waiting, 
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we again moved down tlie river to a point near the foot of tire bluff and 
alongside the steamer Kentucky, when we took on board a part of Col- 
onel Blythe’s (Mississippi) battalion and Colonel Smith’s (Tennessee) 
regiment, under the commanding general’s especial direction. On our 
attempt to back out from the landing after the troops were on board 
we found ourselves hard aground, and were delayed until the steamer 
Prince came to our assistance and succeeded in pulling us off. We 
now crossed over the river and landed the troops and cavalry on the 
Belmont side. This was about 2 p. in., and in time to join in the pur- 
suit of the enemy, now in full flight from the battle-field, having been 
first turned by Colouel Marks’ regiment, landed from the steamer Charm 
the trip previous. After the troops were landed we began taking on 
the dead and wounded and some prisoners, among the latter of whom 
were Major McGlurken, of the Illinois troops, and Adjutant Boler ; 
also a Yankee flag was brought in displayed on our jack-staff, to the 
great delight of our people. 

We continued as busily as possible, and made a number of trips back 
and forth after this time, carrying over our victorious troops to the Co- 
lumbus side after their return from the pursuit of the enemy. 

We continued to work until midnight, when we were ordered down 
the river after corn by the quartermaster, working all night, the day 
following, and the next night without cessation. 

Upon our return to Columbus after our trip for com we were per- 
mitted to rest and clean out the boilers of the steamer, now very much 
in need of that service from their constant use for more than ten days. 

I have made the foregoing statement and report in answer to your 
queries, and I trust that it will meet with your approval and approba- 
tion. 

With the highest regard, I am, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

W. L. TBASK, 

Late Commander Confederate Steamer Charm, 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Commanding, Columbus, Ky. 


KTOVEMBEB 13-15, 1861. — Expedition from Greenville to Doniphan, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. — Col. W. P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 

No. 2. — Capt. H. P. Hawkins, Independent Company Missouri Cavalry. 

Ho. 1. 

Report of Col. W. P. Carlin, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry. 

Headquarters, Pilot Knob, Mo., 

November 18, 1861. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of Capt. H. P. 
Hawkins, commanding a company of Missouri cavalry, under my com- 
mand. Captain Hawkins and his men are loyal Missourians, driven 
from Wayne and surrounding counties. The map of Missouri will show 
you that the exploit reported by the gallant captain was one which 
could have been executed only by a daring soldier. I take this occasion 
to say that the services rendered the United States by Captain Hawkins 
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and liis company have been both arduous and useful. I respectfully 
invite attention to his report. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J W. P. CAELIN, 

Colonel , Commanding. 

The Adjutant-General, 

Western Department, Saint Louis , Mo. 


No. 2. 

Deport of Capt. II. P. Haitians, Independent Company Missouri Cavalry. 

Patterson, Mo., Sunday p. to., November 16, 1861. 

Sir : In conformity with your desire, expressed in order of 12th in- 
stant and received at Greenville, I visited Doniphan, Eipley County, 
and went within 0 miles of the State line. I have just returned to this 
place with my company, all safe. I succeeded in capturing the lieuten- 
ant in command of the rebel pi diets at Doniphan. Owing to oui want 
of knowledge of their location, the rest were enabled to escape by a 
most precipitate retreat. From the manner of their start, would not be 
astonished to hear they were still running. We followed them on the 
Pitman Ferry road some 2 miles south of Doniphan, and would have 
gone through to the ferry, but prudence dictated a retreat. We had 
accomplished all we expected. We routed the pickets, captured 1 or 2 
horses, several guns, pistols, blankets, saddles, &c. _ . „ 

I am reliably informed that Colonel Borland is in command of the 
forces about Pocahontas. The militia of ten counties is ordered out for 
thirty days to capture Pilot Knob. I do not think the colonel will cross 
the State* line. The infantry (3,000, to be increased to 10,000) is stationed 
at Walnut Springs, 5 miles north of Pocahontas. The cavalry (Ip 00) 
are stationed as follows : 1,000 are stationed 5 miles south of 1 1 tin an s 
Ferry, 400 are stationed at different points between the mam body and 
the ferry, 300 were stationed 3 miles south of town ; the pickets stationed 
at Doniphan were about 15, in charge of a lieutenant. He reports the 
pickets numerous, and from 10 to 20 at each post. . „ 

I find the southern part of the State stripped of almost every kind of 
produce and many families along our route are absolutely suffering for 
many of the necessaries of life. I found the inhabitants m great fear 
of outrages supposed to be committed by the Federal troops. I adopted 
a mild and uniform course of treatment towards those persons with 
whom we came in contact. It was expected by the rebel citizens of 
Doniphan that we would destroy their town. Mr. Deeper, myself, and 
one or two others acquainted with the families of some of the prominent 
citizens, called on their families, and advised the men to remain at home 
and live as they had heretofore, loyal citizens. . I am well satisfied our 
trip below has done much good towards reconciliation and establishing 

a friendly feeling towards our Union troops. w , 

My orders are to u remain at Greenville till further orders. Want 
of subsistence and shoeing of horses compelled me to return to this 
point. It is 10 miles north of Greenville, and a much more desirable 
place to camp. Will remain here until further orders. My men are all 
in good condition. Many of my horses are badly used up. 


■ 
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Hoping tlie course pursued by officers and men of my command will 
meet your approbation, 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

HENRY P. HAWKINS, 
Commanding Independent Missouri Cavalry. 
Ool. William P. Carlin, Comdg. Post Pilot Knob , Mo. 



NOVEMBER 13-18, 1861.— Scout through Texas and Wright Counties, Mo. 

REPORTS. 

No. 1. — Col. Gr. M. Dodge, Fourth. Iowa Infantry. 

No. 2 . — Capt. S. N. Wood, Kansas Rangers. 

No. 1. 


Report of Col. C. M. Podge , Fourth Iowa Infantry. 


Hdqrs. Post Rolla, Mo., November 19, 1861. 

Captain: I have the honor to report that I sent a scouting party, 
consisting of 22 men of Capt. S. N. Wood’s Rangers, under command of 
Sergeant Aylesworth, to Wright County, Missouri. Pour of the party, 
under Sergeant Adams, met 18 of the enemy, and routed them, killing 
9 and wounding 4. Sergeant Adams was slightly wounded. The de- 
tachment brought in 17 prisoners. 

I am, very respectfully, 

G. M. DODGE, 


Colonel , Commanding Post . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo. 


No. 2. 

Report of Capt. S. K. Wood , Kansas Rangers. 

Rolla, Mo., November 18, 1861. 

Agreeably to orders, I sent Sergeant Aylesworth with 20 men to 
Texas County with Captain Hackney. Sergeant Aylesworth reports 
that they left camp last Wednesday. Traveled 24 miles southwest of 
Rolla to Big Piuey. Thursday went to Roubadon Creek, taking as 
prisoners all the men reported by Captain Hackney except 3, who were 
killed in their efforts to escape. Prom there they w T ent to Beaver Creek, 
and encamped at Mr. Hunter’s. Sent Sergeant Adams and three men 
to arrest Mr. Pitcocks, a notorious rebel. They met with an unexpected 
resistance, 18 men, well armed, being collected to resist them. The boys 
nevertheless pitched in. A sharp contest ensued, lasting fifteen minutes. 
Sergeant Adams was slightly wounded with a bullet in the breast. The 
enemy who were not killed fled. Our boys caught 6 prisoners, having 
killed 9 men in the contest. My men bring in 17 prisoners and 4 horses. 
Sergeant Adams, James and Andrew Crabtree, and Essman, privates, 
deserve praise for coolness in action. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

S. N. WOOD, 

Captain, Commanding Kansas Rangers. 

Col. G. M. Dodge, Commanding Post Rolla, Mo. 
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NOVEMBER 18, 1861. — Capture of a wagon train near Warrensburg, Mo. 

Report of Maj. L. 0. Easton , Quartermaster, U. S. Army. 

Office of the Depot Quartermaster, 

Fort Leavemoorth, November 29, 1861. 

General : Since writing you on tlie 19th instant, the wagon-masters 
of trains Nos. 1 and 2 started from this place to Sedalia, by direction of 
General Fremont, have returned to this place, and report that “ on the 
10th November, while en route from Fort Leavenworth to Sedalia, and 
within 25 miles of the latter place, having received information that the 
trains Nos. 1 and 2 were about being attacked, J. W. Price, wagon- 
master of train No. 2, dispatched an express to the commanding officer 
at Sedalia, asking him for protection. On the 17th November he re- 
ceived an order from General Sturgis to return to Fort Leavenworth, 
which order we immediately obeyed, and on the night of the IStk. No- 
vember, near Warrensburg, Mo., while on our return to Fort Leaven- 
worth, the trains Nos. 1 and 2 were attacked and captured by an armed 
party of rebels. No protection was sent us from Sedalia, and no pro- 
tection was given the trains on the route by Colonel J ennison’s regi- 
ment.” 

Colonel Jennison’s regiment, as I reported to you in my letter of the 
19th instant, was detailed to escort these trains to Sedalia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. L. C. EASTON, 

Major and Quartermaster. 

General M. 0. Meigs, 

Q. M. G. JJ. S. Army, Washington , 1). 0. 


NOVEMBER 18, 1861.— Attack on steamer Platte Valley, at Price’s Land- 
ing, Mo. 

JRECPORTS, UjTC. 

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. U. S. Graut, U. S. Army, with orders for pursuit of Thompson. 

No. 2.— Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri State Guard, of proposed capture of 
steamers. 


No. 1. 

Report of Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, U. S. Army, with orders for pursuit of 

Thompson. 

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., November 18, 1861. 

The steamer Platte Valley was attacked this afternoon by 100 or 200 
of Jeff. Thompson’s men, commanded by Jeffi in person, and two 
officers of the Second Cavalry, who were on leave, were taken prisoners. 
They were paroled, and one returned here and gave the information. 
This took place at Price’s Landing, at 4 p. m. to-day. I want all the 
cavalry that is well armed sent out to-night by the river road, and 700 
or SOO'infantry sent at the same time by rail to Charleston. I will go 
from here to-morrow morning with infantry and cavalry, and try to 
catch him. Let these two commands be got off as early as possible to- 
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night. No baggage is to be taken, and only two days’ rations in haver- 
sacks. I would like Colonel Wallace to go in command of the expedi- 
tion, and if he knows of a passable road from Charleston to Benton, let 
the command be doubled and one-half take that route. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding, 

Col. R. J. Oglesby, 

Commanding U. 8. Forces, Bird's Point , Mo. 


No. 2. 

Reports of Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson , Missouri State Guard , of pro- 
posed capture of steamers. 

Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G-., 

New Madrid , Mo., November 17, 1801—10 a. m. 

Dear General: I will, with pleasure, undertake the expedition, but 
I have no hopes that I can remain long enough in ambush to catch any 
particular boat. I will do my best, and if I cannot get the onedesired, 
I will get some other, and by this means stop navigation for a week, 
except under large convoy. This will give you time, by amusing the 
enemy’s gunboats, which I suppose to be of much importance at this 
juncture. I will not use your steamboats, but will go under curtain of 
my pickets. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

Maj. Gem Leonidas Pole, C. S. A., Columbus , Ky. 


New Madrid, Mo., November 17, 1801. 

Dear General : Your favor, by the Prince, is at hand,* and I will 
cheerfully undertake the expedition, but will not risk it on the route 
you propose. The enemy have been alarmed at the proximity of my 
pickets to Bird’s Point, and are now guarding the roads leading to the 
railroad. I will go by Sikeston, Jones’ Ford, and to the river, at Com- 
merce, or below the Big Island, and will startle the enemy, if I do not 
capture them. It will be impossible for me to capture any particular 
boat, as it will not do to lay in ambush too long j but I will get some 
boat and stop the navigation for a week, except under the convoy of 
land forces and gunboats. This will give you time, which is now of 
vast importance. I will start this afternoon, and be in position by sun- 
rise to morrow. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., Columbus , Ky. 


Not found. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS, RELATING 
SPECIALLY TO OPERATIONS IN ARKANSAS, THE INDIAN 
TERRITORY, KANSAS, AND MISSOURI,* FROM MAY 10 TO 
NOVEMBER 19, 1861. 

XJISriOIN COERESPONDENCE, IECTC. 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., May 10, 1801. 
Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

A. A. G., Ildqrs. Army , Washington City: 

Colonel : I deem it of sufficient importance to report for the infor- 
mation of the Lieutenant-General Commander-in-Chief that I am credi- 
bly informed the governor of Missouri has established at Saint Joseph 
a permanent camp of State troops. The force now embodied and en- 
camped and drilling consists of eight companies — one as light artillery, 
having two iron guns, taken from Liberty Arsenal; three companies of 
dragoons, and four of infantry. This force, by order of the governor, 
is to be increased from the interior. Should Missouri secede, not a 
doubt but offensive operations against this post will be attempted. At 
present I have troops sufficient to repel any force now at Saint Joseph. 
If informed of additional ones arriving I shall, without hesitation, call 
on the governor of the State of Kansas for one or two regiments of 
infantry, to assist in the defense of this place and the towns on the right 
bank of the Missouri River. It is known there are stored at Fort Kear- 
ney large quantities of ordnance, ordnance stores, subsistence, and 
clothing, and it has been reported to me that the mustering of the State 
of Missouri troops at Saint Joseph is to make a sudden foray on Fort 
Kearney, to capture its stores, particularly the park of 12-pounder 
howitzers. Should I learn that Missouri troops have crossed the river 
for this or any other object aggressive to the rights of the citizens of 
this State or interest of the United States Government, I shall, with my 
disposable force, immediately attack them. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. S. MILES, 

Colonel Second Infantry , Commanding. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. Department of the West, 

No. 10. J Saint Louis , Mo., May 11, 1861. 

In compliance with instructions which have been received from the 
Adj utant-GeneraPs Office the undersigned resumes command of the 
Department of the West. 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 13, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army , Washington , JD. C. : 

Sir : I have the honor to report for the information of the General-in- 
Chief that, in obedience to the instructions of the honorable Secretary 
of War, communicated to me through the Adjutant-General of the 

* Aucl to events in Kentucky, west of the Tennessee River, immediately connected 
with operations in Missouri. 

24 R R— VOL III 
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Army, I resumed command of the Department of the West the 11th in- 
stant. On my arrival at Saint Louis I found very great excitement pre- 
vailing throughout the community in eonsequence of the capture, on the 
10th instant, of the brigade of Missouri militia, under the command of 
Brig. Gen. D. M. Frost, while in camp near this city, by the United 
States forces, under the command of Oapt. 1ST. Lyon, Second Infantry. I 
am informed that a detailed report of that affair was forwarded previous 
to my resuming command of the department, but I deem it proper to 
state that the conduct of Captain Lyon on the occasion meets with my 
entire approval. 

• As serious apprehensions were entertained yesterday morning that 
the excitement existing in the city would result in an outbreak in the 
course of a few hours unless allayed, I deemed it necessary to issue a 
proclamation, of which the inclosed is a copy, and which, I am assured, 
was well received and had the effect to tranquilize the public mind. I 
also ordered up from the arsenal some 250 regular troops, with four pieces 
of artillery, to aid the civil authorities in the preservation of the public 
peace. I am happy to add that all indications of the threatened dis- 
turbance have disappeared. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding . 

[Inclosure.] 

PROCLAMATION. 

Military Department op the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 12, 1861. 

I have just returned to this post, and have assumed the military com- 
mand of this department. Ho one can more deeply regret the deplorable 
state of things existing here than myself. The past cannot be recalled. 
I can only deal with the present and the future. I most anxiously 
desire to discharge the delicate and onerous duties devolved upon me 
so as to preserve' the public peace. I shall carefully abstain from the 
exercise of any unnecessary powers and from all interference with the 
proper functions of the public officers of the State and city. I therefore 
•call upon the imblic authorities and the people to aid me in preserving 
the public peace. 

The military force stationed in this department by authority of the 
Government, and now under my command, will only be used in the last 
resort to preserve the peace. I trust I may be spared the necessity of 
resorting to martial law, but the public peace must be preserved, and 
the lives and imoperty of the people protected. Upon a careful review 
of my instructions I find I have no authority to change the location of 
the Home Guards. To avoid all cause of irritation and excitement, if 
called upon to aid the local authorities in preserving the public peace, I 
shall in preference make use of the Regular Army. 

I ask the people to pursue their peaceful avocations, and to observe 
the laws and orders of their local authorities, and to abstain from the 
excitements of public meetings and heated discussions. My appeal I 
trust may not be in vain, and I pledge the faith of a soldier to the 
earnest discharge of my duty. 

WM. S. HARNEY, 

Brigadier-General , TJ.S. Army , Commanding Department. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., May 14, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Acljt. Gen., Edqrs. Army , Washington , JD. 0. : 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
General-in-Chief,. a copy of a proclamation I deemed it necessary, in 
view of the existing condition of affairs in this quarter, to address to the 
people of Missouri. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


[In.closu.ro.] 

Military Department op the West, 

Saint Louis , May 14, 1861. 

To the People of the State of Missouri : 

On my return to the duties of the command of this department I find, 
greatly to my astonishment and mortification, a most extraordinary state 
of things existing in this State, deeply affecting the stability of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States as well as the governmental and other 
interests of Missouri itself. 

As a citizen of Missouri, owing allegiance to the United States, and 
having interests in common with yon, I feel it my duty as well as privi- 
lege to extend a warning voice to my fellow-citizens against the common 
dangers that threaten us, and to appeal to your patriotism and sense of 
justice to exert all your moral power to avert them. 

It is with regret that I feel it my duty to call your attention to the 
recent act of the general assembly of Missouri known as the 11 military 
bill,” which is the result, no doubt, of the temporary excitement that now 
pervades the public mind. This bill cannot be regarded in any other 
light than an indirect secession ordinance, ignoring even the forms re- 
sorted to by other States. Manifestly, its most material provisions are 
in conflict with the Constitution and laws of the United States. To 
this extent it is a nullity, and cannot and ought not to be upheld or 
regarded by the good citizens of Missouri. There are obligations and 
duties resting upon the people of Missouri under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States which are paramount, and which I trust you 
will carefully consider and weigh well before you will allow yourselves 
to be carried out of the Union under the form of yielding obedience to 
this military bill, which is clearly in violation of your duties as citizens 
of the United States. 

It must be apparent to every one who has taken a proper and un- 
biased view of the subject that, whatever may be the termination of the 
unfortunate condition of things in respect to the so-called Cotton States, 
Missouri must share the destiny of the Union. Her geographical posi- 
tion, her soil, productions, and, in short, all her material interests, point 
to this result. We cannot shut our eyes against this controlling fact. 
It is seen and its force is felt throughout the nation. So important is 
this regarded to the great interests of the country, that I venture to 
express the opinion that the whole power of the Government of the 
United States, if necessary, will be exerted to maintain Missouri in her 
present position in the Union. I express to you, in all frankness and 
sincerity, my own deliberate convictions, without assuming to speak 
for the Government of the United States, whose authority here and 
elsewhere I shall at all times and under all circumstances endeavor 
faithfully to uphold. I desire above all things most earnestly to invite 
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my fellow-citizens dispassionately to consider tlieir true interests as well 
as tlieir true relation to the Government under which we live and to 
which we owe so much. 

In this connection I desire to direct attention to one subject which, 
no doubt, will be made the pretext for more or less popular excitement. 
I allude to the recent transactions at Camp Jackson, near Saint Louis. 
It is not proper for me to comment upon the official conduct of my pre- 
decessor in command of this department, but it is right and proper for 
the people of Missouri to know that the main avenue of Camp Jackson, 
recently under command of General Frost, had the name of Davis, and 
a principal street of the same camp that of Beauregard, and that a body 
of men had been received into that camp by its commander which had 
been notoriously organized in the interests of the secessionists, the men 
openly wearing the dress and badge distinguishing the Army of the so- 
called Southern Confederacy. It is also a notorious fact that a quantity 
of arms had been received into the camp which were unlawfully taken 
from the United States Arsenal at Baton Rouge, and surreptitiously 
passed up the river in boxes marked u Marble.” 

Upon facts like these, and having in view what occurred at Liberty, 
the people can draw their own inferences, and it cannot be difficult for 
any one to arrive at a correct conclusion as to the character and ulti- 
mate purpose of that encampment. No Government in the world 
would be entitled to respect that would tolerate for a moment such 
openly treasonable preparations. It is but simple justice, however, 
that I should state the fact that there were many good and loyal men 
in the camp who were in no manner responsible for its treasonable 
character. 

Disclaiming as I do all desire or intention to interfere in any way 
with the prerogatives of the State of Missouri or with the functions 
of its executive or other authorities, yet I regard it as my plain path of 
duty to express to the people, in respectful but at the same time decided 
language, that within the field and scope of my command and authority 
the “supreme law” of the land must and shall be maintained, and no 
subterfuges, whether in the forms of legislative acts or otherwise, can 
be permitted to harass or oppress the good and law-abiding people of 
Missouri. I shall exert my authority to protect their persons and 
property from violations of every kind, and I shall deem it my duty to 
suppress all unlawful combinations of men, whether formed under 
pretext of military organizations or otherwise. 

WM. S. HARNEY, 

Brigadier -General , U. 8. Army , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 14, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney, 

Commanding the Military Department of the West : 

Sir : In common with thousands who have perused your admirable 
proclamation of this morning, I return you the thanks of a citizen of 
Missouri for its patriotic tone and tranquilizing assurances. There is 
nothing in this paper which in my opinion needs explanation, yet I 
wish to be able to answer, with the authority of your name, a question 
which I have already replied to on my own judgment. 

Last evening a gentleman of the highest respectability and intelli- 
gence, from Greene County, Missouri, asked me whether I supposed it 
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was the intention of the United States Government to interfere with 
the institution of negro slavery in Missouri or any slave State, or impair 
the security of that description of property. Of course my answer was 
most unqualifiedly and almost indignantly in the negative. I told him 
that I had no means of forming an opinion which was not open to every 
other private citizen, but that I felt certain that the force of the United 
States would, if necessary, be diverted for the protection of this as well 
as any other kind of property. Will you be good enough to spare from 
your engrossing military duties so much time as may be required to say 
whether I answered correctly H 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient 
servant, 

THOMAS T. GANTT. 


May 14, 1861. 

Thomas T. Gantt, Esq., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir : I have just received your note of this date, inquiring whether, 
in my opinion, you were correct in replying to a citizen of Southwestern 
Missouri as to the purpose of the United States Government respecting 
the protection of negro property. I must premise by saying that I have 
no special instructions on this head from the War Department, but I 
should as soon expect to hear that the orders of the Government were 
directed towards the overthrow of any other kind of property as of this 
in negro slaves. 

I entertain no doubt whatever that you answered the question you 
mentioned correctly. I should certainly have answered it in the same 
manner, and I think with the very feelings you describe. I am not a 
little astonished that such a question could be seriously put. Already, 
since the commencement of these unhappy disturbances, slaves have 
escaped from their owners, and have sought refuge in the camps of 
United States troops from Northern States, and commanded by a 
Northern general. They were carefully sent back to their owners. An 
insurrection of slaves was reported to have taken place in Maryland. 
A Northern general offered to the executive of that State the aid of 
Northern troops, under his own command, to suppress it. Incendiaries 
have asked of the President permission to invade the Southern States, 
and have been warned that any attempt to do this will be punished as 
a crime. I repeat it, I have no special means of knowledge on this sub- 
ject ; but what I have cited, and my general acquaintance with the 
statesmanlike views of the President, makes me confident in expressing 
the opinion above given. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. H ANNEX, 

Brig. Gen., Commanding Military Department of the West. 


East Saint Louis, III., May 15, 1861. 
Hon. Simon Cameeon, Secretary of War : 

I think it of the utmost importance that an additional regiment, con- 
sisting exclusively of Irishmen, should be raised in Saint Louis. It 
will at once settle" matters in Saint Louis, and do away with the preju- 
dice against the Government troops, which consist almost exclusively 
of Germans. 

WM. S. HAENEY, _ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 



374 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [dm*. X 

I concur in tlie importance and policy of General Harney’s recom- 
mendations, and believe that it will end our troubles here and enable 
our troops to do service elsewhere. 

FRANK P. BLAIR, Jr., 
Colonel First Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 


Special Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 135. j Washington , May 10, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney is relieved from command of tlie Depart- 
ment of the West, and is granted leave of absence until further orders. 
# # * * * * * 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 17, 1861. 

Lieut. Ool. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army , Washington , D. G.: 

Sir : I deem it of the highest importance that 10,000 stand of arms 
be placed at my disposal at the earliest moment possible for issue to 
reliable Hnion men in Missouri. Loyal men are now being driven from 
the State by the secessionists. Calls are constantly made upon ine by 
Union men for arms, that they may be enabled to defend themselves. 

I also earnestly advise that Iowa be called upon to furnish at, least 
6,000 men for the war and Minnesota 3,000, and that this force be 
placed at my disposal for operations in Missouri, should it be required 
for the purpose. 

Please answer by telegraph. 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 22, 1861. 

Lieut. Col.-E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington , D. C . : 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information of the 
General-in-Chief and the Secretary of War a copy of a proclamation 
addressed by me to the people of Missouri in connection with the agree- 
ment entered into between Maj. Gen. Sterling Price and myself, May 
21, 1861, a copy of which was forwarded at its date. 

X am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ' WM. S. HARNEY, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

To the People of the State of Missouri : 

I take great pleasure in submitting to you the following paper, signed 
by General Price, commanding the forces of the State, and by myself, 
on the part of the Government of the United States. It will be seen 
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tliat. tlie united forces of both Governments are pledged to the mainte- 
nance of the peace of the State, and the defense of the rights and prop- 
erty of all persons, without distinction of party. This pledge, which 
both parties are fully authorized and empowered to give by the Govern- 
ments which they represent, will be by both most religiously and 
sacredly kept, and, if necessary to put down evil-disposed persons, the 
military powers of both Governments will be called out to enforce the 
terms of the honorable and amicable agreement which has been made. 
I therefore call upon all persons in this State to observe good order and 
respect the rights of their fellow citizens, and give them the assurance 
of protection and security in the most ample manner. 

WM. S. HARNEY. _ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Saint Louis, Mo., May 21, 1801. 

[Subinclosure.] 


Saint Louis, May 21, 1861. 

The undersigned, officers of the United States Government and of the 
government of the State of Missouri, for the purpose of removing mis- 
apprehensions and allaying public excitement, deem it proper to declare 
publicly that they have this day had a personal interview in this city, 
in which it has been mutually understood, without the semblance of 
dissent on either part, that each of them has no other than a common 
object equally interesting and important to every citizen of Missouri— 
that of restoring peace and good order to the people of the State in 
subordination to the laws of the General and State Governments. It 
being thus understood, there seems no reason why every citizen should 
not confide in the proper officers of the General and State Governments 
to restore quiet, and, as among the best means of offering no counter- 
influences, we mutually recommend to all persous to respect each other’s 
rights throughout the State, making no attempt to exercise unauthor- 
ized powers, as it is the determination of the proper authorities to sup- 
press all unlawful proceedings, which can only disturb the public peace. 

General Price, having by commission full authority over the militia 
of the State of Missouri, undertakes, with the sanction of the governor 
of the State, already declared, to direct the whole power of the State 
officers to maintain order within the State among the people thereof, 
and General Harney publicly declares that, this object being thus as- 
sured, he can have no occasion, as he has no wish, to make military 
movements, Avliich might otherwise create excitements and jealousies 
Avliich he most earnestly desires to avoid. 

We, the undersigned, do therefore mutually enjoin upon the people 
of the State to attend to their civil business of whatsoever sort it may 
be, and it is to be hoped that the unquiet elements Avhicli have threat- 
ened so seriously to disturb the public peace may soon subside and be 


remembered only to be deplored. 


STERLING PRICE, 


Major-General Missouri State Guard. 
WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 24, 1861. 

Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of W dr : 

The four regiments assigned to Missouri for three years’ service, can 
easily be raised j but the order requiring two-thirds of the officers to be 
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appointed by tbe governor of the State will not be complied with, and 
tlie Government could not accept officers appointed by a traitor under 
any circumstances. 

As tlie brigade will be under command of General Lyon, will it not 
be best to allow him to nominate the officers, subject to the approval of 
the President? Send him the order by telegraph immediately. 

The agreement between Harney and General Price gives me great 
disgust and dissatisfaction to the Union men ; but I am in hopes we 
can get along with it, and think that Harney will insist on its execution 
to the fullest extent, in which case it will be satisfactory. 

F. P* BLAIB, Jr. 


Washing-ton, May 27, 18G1. 

Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney, 

Commanding Department of the West, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: The President observes with concern that, notwithstanding the 
pledge of the State authorities to co-operate in preserving peace in 
Missouri, loyal citizens in great numbers continue to be driven from 
their homes. It is immaterial whether these outrages continue from 
inability or indisposition on the part of the State authorities to prevent 
them. It is enough that they continue to devolve on you the duty of 
putting a stop to them summarily by the force under your command, 
to be aided by such troops as you may require from Kansas, Iowa, and 
Illinois. The professions of loyalty to the Union by the State authori- 
ties of Missouri are not to be relied upon. They have already falsified 
their professions too often, and are too far committed to secession to be 
entitled to your confidence, and you can only be sure of their desisting 
from their wicked purposes when it is out of their power to prosecute 
them. You will therefore be unceasingly watchful of their movements, 
and not permit the clamors of their partisans and opponents of the wise 
measures already taken to prevent you from checking every movement 
against the Government, however disguised, under the pretended State 
authority. The authority of the United States is paramount, and when- 
ever it is apparent that a movement, whether by color of State authority 
or not, is hostile, you will not hesitate to put it down. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General . 


Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 28, 1861. 
General Georg-e B. McClellan, U. S. A., 

Comdg. Department of the Ohio, Cincinnati, Ohio : 

General : In compliance with the request contained in your com- 
munication of the 26th instant, I have ordered a regiment of Missouri 
volunteers to report to Brigadier-General Prentiss, commanding at 
Cairo, for service at Bird’s Point, and it will leave Saint Louis Arsenal 
to-day for its destination. It has not been practicable to dispatch this 
command from here at an earlier moment. I regret to state that the 
regiment is not thoroughly equipped for field service. Knapsacks, 
haversacks, canteens, cartridge-boxes, belts, and bayonet scabbards are 
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required to complete its outfit, but it is toped that these articles will 
soon be furnished. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HABNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Department op the West, 

Saint Louis , .Mb., May 29, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington, D. 0. : 

Sir : I have the honor to report, for the information of the General- 
in-Chief, that I have ordered two of the four companies of the First 
Cavalry, now at Fort Wise, to proceed with as little delay as practicable 
to Fort Kearney. In view of the large ‘amount of public property at 
Fort Kearney, and for the purpose of effectually holding in check the 
Indians in its vicinity, it has seemed to me very important that its 
garrison, which consists at present of a single company of dragoons, 
should be re-enforced as soon as possible. 

I have also directed Lieutenant-Colonel Sedgwick, Second Cavalry, 
now at Fort Wise, to repair to Fort Leavenworth and there await fur- 
ther orders, presuming that before he can reach Leavenworth instruc- 
tions will have been issued requiring his presence with the regiment to 
which he has recently been promoted. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ WM. S. HAEEEY, _ 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 29, 18G1. 

Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army, Washington , B. C. : 

Sir : I have the honor to report that by the course pursued in this 
State, under the instructions from the War Department, Missouri is 
rapidly becoming tranquilized, and I am convinced that by pursuing 
the course I have thus far, which is fully indicated in my former com- 
munications to you, peace and confidence in the ability of the Govern- 
ment to maintain its authority will be fully and permanently restored. 
Interference by unauthorized parties as to the course I shall pursue can 
alone prevent the realization of these hopes, and although the policy 
they might inaugurate might be more brilliant in a military point of 
view, and far more expensive to carry out, it could not secure the re- 
sults the Government seeks, viz: The maintenance of the lo^ alty now 
fully aroused in the State and her firm security in the Union. 

I entertain the conviction that the agreement between myself and 
General Price will be carried out in good faith, but while entertaining 
this belief I shall watch carefully the movements of the State author- 
ities. I have reliable means of obtaining information of their move- 
ments, and any violation of their pledge and any attempt at rebellion 
will be x>romptly met and put down. 

I am, sir," very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HABKEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters Department op the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 30, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst Adjt. Gen., Edqrs. of the Army, Washington , L. 0. : 

Sir: Or the 21st instant I had the honor to transmit to you a copy 
of an agreement entered into by me with Major-General Price, Missouri 
militia, having for its object the preservation of the public peace in Mis- 
souri, and I now inclose, for the information of the General-in-Chief and 
the Secretary of War, copies of the correspondence which has taken 
place between General Price and myself in reference to the condition of 
affairs in this State. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. S. HABNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

[Inclosurea.] 


O. D. Filley : 


Springfield, Mo., May 21, 1861. 

[Extract.] 


Secessionists have seized fifteen thousand pounds of lead at Lebanon, 
in transit to Linn Creek, last night. Seventeen kegs of powder came 
up by South West Branch mail. It was deposited with prominent seces- 
sionists before reaching town. Inform S. II. Boyd immediately, who is 
in your city. 7 


Col. F. P. Blair: 


Saint Joseph, Mo., May 22, 1861. 

[Extract.] 


The American flag floating over the post-office was to-day taken 
down by a mob, headed by Jeff. Thompson and others, and the States 
rights flag hoisted m its place. The flag was torn in shreds. The post- 
office is threatened. AV e are not frightened, but have no arms to resist. 
Cannot these leaders be arrested 1 

Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 23, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Mo. S. G., Jefferson City, Mo. : 

General : I am directed by Brigadier-General Harney to transmit 
to you the inclosed [next preceding] telegraphic dispatches, which have 
been lecei ved m this city from Springfield, and Saint Joseph, Mo., under 
dates of May 21 and May 22. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis, Mo., May 24, 1861. 
General Sterling Price, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

I am informed that troops and arms are coming into Missouri from 
Arkansas. Is such the case * Would it not be well for me to station a 
regiment iu the southern frontier of Missouri ? Please answer by tele- 
graph. 

WM. S. IIAEYEY, 
Brigadier ■ General, Commanding. 
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Jefferson City, Mo., May 24, 1861. 
General W. S. Harney, U. S. A. : 

I am satisfied your information is incorrect. It cannot be that arms 
or men are coming into Missouri from any quarter without the knowl- 
edge of the governor or myself. We have no such information. I ad- 
vise that you do not send a regiment into the southwest ; it will ex- 
asperate our own people. I have attended to dispatches inclosed me 
by you from Springfield and Saint Joseph. I am dismissing my troops, 
and I will carry out our agreement faithfully. 

STERLING PRICE, 

Major- General, Commanding Missouri State Guard. 


Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis , Mo., May 27, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, __ 

Commanding Missouri State Guard , Jefferson City, Mo.: 

General : I am just in receipt of a telegraphic dispatch from Spring- 
field Mo., which seems to be reliable, that a force is either organized or 
bein’* 1 organized in Arkansas, near the Missouri line, with the avowed 
purpose of entering this State to disturb its relation with the General 
Government. I lose no time in communicating this intelligence, m 
order that you may not be misled by rumors of measures which may be 
necessary on my part to meet this threatened hostility. In our recent 
arrangement a contingency like this was not looked for, and in any 
event it could hardly be expected of you to assume the responsibility ot 
repelling an invasion from Arkansas which, should further information 

iustifv an expectation of it, must be met by myself. 

I take great pleasure in expressing the belief that our late meeting 

in this city will result in the good of our common country. 

I have the honor to be, general, with high respect, your obedient 

servautj WM. S. HARNEY, _ 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. ' 

Saint Louis, Mo., May 27, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

1 have information by telegraph from Springfield to-day that a relia- 
ble citizen of that plane saw on Saturday last troops enlisted in Benton 
County, Arkansas, and marched to Union Springs, 2 miles from the 
Missouri line, to be encamped there. It is said to be the purpose of 
those troops to enter Missouri. I write by maik_ ^ HARNEY 

Tirinadier- General. 


Headquarters Department of the West, 

Saint Louis, Mo., May 27, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, Missouri State Guard: 

General : I am in the receipt of numerous communications setting 
forth that aggressions continue to be committed upon Umonmeri in 
different portions of Missouri, more especially at and m the vicinity ot 
Springfield, Hannibal, Saint Joseph, and Kansas City. _ , 

These complaints, coming as they do from sources which I regard as 
reliable, occasion me no little embarrassment, and I have thought it 
might, perhaps, become my duty to afford protection at the places 
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above indicated to the extent of authorizing the organization of Home 
Guards, unless yon can give me assurances that such a measure is un- 
necessary, and. I trust that the raising of a force of this description at 
any point, for home purposes merely, should occasion seem to me to 
require it, would not be regarded by you as an infraction of the agree- 
ment entered into between us the 21st instant. 

I shall be glad to hear from you upon the subject of this communica- 
tion at your earliest convenience. 

I have the honor to be, general, with high respect, your obedient 
servant, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Jefferson City, Mo., May 28, 1861. 

General W. S. Harney : 

Your informant must be mistaken ; neither the governor nor myself 
know anything of troops being raised in Arkansas for Missouri. Should 
any troox)s enter our borders, I will cause them to return instanter. 

STERLING PRICE, 

Major-General , Commanding Missouri Volunteers. 

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Jefferson City , Mo., May 29, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney, H. S. A., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
communications of date 27th instant. 

In reply to your propositions to establish or organize Home Guards 
in certain localities, I have to say, that such a step, in my opinion, 
would bring about the very state of things we mutually desire to avoid, 
to wit, hostilities between the Eederal and State Governments. In the 
present state of excitement among the people, the arming of one por- 
tion of a community by the Federal Government would very naturally 
be looked upon by the other in a spirit of jealousy, and, in my opinion, 
would have a tendency to excite those who now hold conservative peace 
positions into exactly the contrary attitude, an example of which we 
have in Saint Louis. It would undoubtedly, in my opinion, lead to 
neighborhood collision, the forerunner of civil war. Additional reasons 
might be urged why you should abandon the establishment of these 
Home Guards, palpable to yourself, if the desire is to avoid civil war in 
Missouri. 

■With regard to the other point in your letter, relative to complaints 
of Union men, I have instituted strict inquiry relative to every case 
within my knowledge, and beg leave to reassure you that in no single 
instance have these acts been instigated or recognized by meetings or 
organizations of any kind ; but wherever and whenever happening, 
prove to be the offspring of irresponsible individuals, and no effort has 
been left undone on my part to prevent even this, and shall be con- 
tinued in the future. You will observe from published orders that I 
positively enjoin upon all citizens of the State the scrupulous protec- 
tion of individual property and rights, irrespective of political opinions. 
With these views and deductions I feel assured that you will agree with 
me, that to carry out your proposed plan would be exceedingly injudi- 
cious, if not ruinous, to the peace of the State. General, it is my un- 
changed and honest intention to carry out to the letter the agreement 
entered into between us, and I can but feel assured, from the high sense 
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of honor that has always attended your public acts, that you will, with, 
equal fidelity, observe the same on your part. 

On receipt of your telegram of yesterday I immediately dispatched 
two highly respectable citizens of Springfield, who replied that no 
troops from Arkansas were expected or desired. The assertion in the 
Democrat that wagons had been sent from Sedalia to Arkansas for 
arms is wholly untrue. Should, however, troops enter Missouri from 
Arkansas or any other State, be assured that I will cause them to 
return, and thus save you from the taking of a step which I could not, 
with justice, construe into any other light than a violation of our agree- 
ment, and such a violation as would, in my opinion, undoubtedly pre- 
cipitate civil hostilities. 

I have the honor to be, general, with much respect, your obedient 


servant, 


STERLING PRICE, 
Major- G eneral , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., May 31, 1861. 

General L. Thomas, 

Adjt. Gen. U. 8. Army , Washington , D. C. : 

Sir, : I received last evening paragraph 1 of Special Orders, No. 135, 
of May 1 G, from your office, and instantly relinquished command of the 
Department of the West. This morning your letter of May 27 reached 
me, and as other communications have been addressed to me from your 
office as department commander since May 16, and as I have learned 
the purport of telegraphic dispatches recently received from "Washing- 
ton by Colonel Blair and Mr. Gantt, of this city, I am led to conclude 
that it was not the intention of the President I should be relieved. I 
shall, therefore, at once resume the command of the department, and 
I beg that the President may be assured that if I am permitted to con- 
duct operations here as my judgment may dictate I anticipate no serious 
disturbance in the State. I am sure that many of the reports which 
h&YG reached the President relative to the condition of aifairs in Mis- 
souri have proceeded from irresponsible sources. Upon investigation 
here of complaints seemingly aggravated it has appeared in several 
instances that they were groundless or greatly exaggerated. Matters 
are progressing as satisfactorily in this State as I could expect con- 
sidering the very great excitement that has latterly pervaded the com- 
munity. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedmnt^serv^mt^^^^ 

Brigadier-G eneral, JJ. 8. Army. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of the West, 

Nfo. 5 , f Saint Louis Arsenal , May 31, 1361. 

Brig. Gen. W. S. Harney having relinquished command of this de- 
partment, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 135, of May 16, 1861, from 
the Adjutant-General’s Office, the undersigned hereby assumes the 
command thereof, which thus devolves upon him. _____ 

’ N. LYON, 

Brigadier- General, JJ. 8. Volunteers , Commanding. 
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department oe the West, 

Ho. 4. j Saint Louis Arsenal , June 1 , 1861. 

I. The undersigned hereby relinquishes his command of this post, 
which will devolve upon Gol. F. P. Blair, First Eegiment Missouri Vol- 
unteers, who will have in his immediate charge the troops, police, and 
the defenses thereof. 

II. In order to facilitate the transaction of business the First Eegi- 
ment and the Sixth and Seventh Eegiments Missouri Volunteers, now 
forming, will be considered as one brigade. The Third and Fifth Eegi- 
ments will constitute a second brigade. The battalion of artillery, the 
company of sappers and miners, the two rifle companies of the Fourth 
Eegiment, and Captain Bayles’ company of riflemen will form the Third 
Brigade. 

# * * * # # # 

IV. All estimates for supplies by staff officers will be submitted to 
the department commander for his approval before purchasing them. 
#**#*## 

FT. LYOH, 

Brigadier- General of Volunteers , Commanding. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, June 3, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

Adjt. Gen. U. S. Army , Washington , D. C. : 

Sir: Authentic information exists of the presence at Memphis of 
General Beauregard, and of the movement of Ben. McCulloch with 
troops and light and heavy arms up the Arkansas and White Bivers. 
Troops from Arkansas have already taken position at Fort Wayne, 
which is at the northwest corner of Arkansas. Very mysterious and 
industrious movements of the secessionists of this State towards the 
southwest indicate an intended co-operation of forces from the South, 
Arkansas, and this State, to enter it from that quarter with a large 
armament and force. This I am disposed to believe is contemplated in 
connection with a movement under Beauregard from the South on Cairo. 
Cairo should, therefore, receive due attention, while a movement from 
here towards the southwest should be made. This latter movement I 
intend to undertake in connection with the troops of Kansas, and in 
carrying out this project I may need support from the States of Illinois 
aud Iowa, and I have accordingly forwarded to the governors of those 
States a copy of your letter of May 27, 1861, to General Harney, and 
have asked them to inform me whether they can furnish me with troops, 
and it so how soon and where, as I may need them to occupy some 
particular points or to garrison this post. 

I would respectfully ask that the orders of the War Department over 
the troops in this department and calls upon the States indicated may 
have the above object in view. 

I am embarrassed and even distressed for the want of camp equipage 
and accouterments, but shall do whatever can be done for my relief by 
getting manufactured at this city as many of these things as can be so 
supplied. This will, however, prove but a partial relief, and more will 
be needed from other sources. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1ST. LYOhT, 

Brigadier- General , U. S. Volunteers , Comdg. Department. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., June 5, 1801. 

Bvfc. Brig. Gen. L. Thomas, 

Adjutant- General JJ. 8. Army , Washington , D. C. : 

General : I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27th ultimo, containing instructions to put down all attempts to 
commit outrages on loyal citizens of Missouri. 

In reply to that letter I respectfully refer you to my communication 
of the 29th ultimo, written and mailed before the receipt of yours. I 
therein informed the Government that I had reliable means of obtaining 
information of the movements of the State authorities, and that I should 
promptly punish any violation of agreement and put down any attempt 
at rebellion. The many complaints of individuals, by letter, setting 
forth that acts of oppression were committed by the secessionists, have 
received my careful attention, and an investigation has proved the ma- 
jority of them to be without foundation. As an instance of the ground- 
lessness of these mischievous rumors I cite the report, which obtained 
currency, that Ex-Governor Stewart and other loyal citizens had been 
driven from Saint Joseph, and the ex-governor promptly publishing an 
unqualified denial that such outrage was perpetrated, clearly proves 
that there is a disposition on the part of some parties to manufacture 
excitement where cause does not exist. . 

My confidence in the honor and integrity of General 1 rice, m the 
purity of his motives, and in his loyalty to the Government, remains 
unimpaired. His course as president of the State Convention that voted 
by a large majority against submitting an ordinance of secession, and 
his efforts since that time to calm the elements of discord, have served 
to confirm the high opinion of him I have for many y pars entertainer . 

My whole course as commander of the Department of the west has 
been dictated by a desire to carry out in good faith the instructions of 
my Government, regardless of the clamor of the conflicting el emeu s 
surrounding me, and whose advice and dictation could not be follower 
without involving the State in blood and the Government m the un- 
necessary expenditure of millious. Under the course I pursued Mis- 
souri was secured to the Union, and the triumph of the Government was 
only the more glorious, being almost a bloodless victory ; but those who 
clamored for blood have not ceased to impugn my motives. Twice 
within a brief space of time have I been relieved from the command 
here; the second time in a manner that has inflicted unmerited disgrace 
upon a true and loyal soldier. During a long life, dedicated to my 
country, I have seen some service, and more than once I have held her 
honor in my hands; and during that time my loyalty, I believe, was 
never questioned ; and now, when in the natural course of things I 
shall, before the lapse of many years, lay aside the sword which has 
so long served my country, my countrymen will be slow to believe that 
I have chosen this portion of my career to damn with treason my fife, 
which is so soon to become a record of the past, and which I shall most 
willingly leave to the unbiased judgment of posterity. 1 trust mat l 
may yet be spared to do my country some further service that will tes- 
tify to the love I bear her, and that the vigor of my arm may never relax 
while there is a blow to be struck in her defense. 

I respectfully ask to be assigned to the command of the Department 
of California, and I doubt not the present commander of that division 
is even now anxious to serve on the Atlantic frontier. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obed^servant^^^ 

Brigadier- General, 1J. S. Army. 
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General Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen.’s Oeeice, 

No. 30. j Washington , June G, 1861. 

I. The State of Missouri is added to tlie Military Department of Ohio, 
Indiana, IlLinois, and portions of Western Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
Major-General McClellan will extend his command accordingly. 

H. The headquarters of the Department of the West are removed 
from Saint Louis to Port Leavenworth, Kans. 


# # # 
By order : 


# * # * 

L. THOMAS, 

A djutant- General. 


War Department, Washington, June 11, 1861. 

General Lyon : 

You are authorized to enlist in the service of the United States such 
loyal citizens of the State of Missouri as you think proper, who shall 
not receive pay except when called into active service by this Depart- 
ment. Five thousand additional stand of arms have been ordered to 
be forwarded to you for distribution among them. The disbursing offi- 
cers in Missouri are instructed to discriminate in their purchases against 
persons disaffected to the Government. 

SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 


Saint Louis, June 13, 1861. 

General L. Thomas: 

Telegraph lines have been destroyed near Jefferson City by party 
from there, thus cutting off all direct communication with the West. 
The governor has caused the Gasconade Bridge to be burned. Tele- 
graph lines from Quincy east, but none between these places. 

N. LYON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, June 17, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Sweeny : 

Dear Sir : I inclose you dispatch from Colonel Brown, which lie 
sent me this morning. We should have tents enough to keep our guns 
dry, at least, and utensils for cooking for the men. It is impossible to 
march any great distance without. Our men are in fine spirits and 
anxious for duty. There is a memorandum on the back of the dispatch 
of the items needed. Colonel Sigel moved on this morning. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

S. B. SHAW, 

Major Fourth Regiment XT. 8. Reserve Corps. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs. Fourth Eeg’t U. S. It. C., at Rolla. 
Brig. Gen. T. W. Sweeny, 

Commanding TJ. S. Reserve Corps : 

Sir: I have to report that, in obedience to orders, I marched with ten 
companies of my regiment (825 men and officers), leaving Saint Louis 
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at 2 o’clock, and reaching this place at 12 o’clock at night. I find here 
neither provisions, water, tents, cartridge-boxes, nor any other material. 
It will bo absolutely necessary that they be provided lor, and I send 
back one of my officers to try and urge forward the necessary supplies. 
I remain, sir, yours, respectfully, 

B. GRATZ BROWH, 

Colonel Fourth Regiment U. 8. Reserve Corps. 


Booneyille, Mo., June 18, 1861. 

Dear Harding-: You have heard of us and our leaving Jefferson 
Oily on the 16th. We debarked next morning a little above Rockport, 
and had not proceeded more than 2 miles before we met their advanced 
pickets, and soon after their whole force. At first the secessionists 
made a weak effort, which doubtless was intended to lead us on to their 
stronghold, where they held on with considerable resolution, and gave 
us a check tor a short time and made some havoc. On moving for- 
ward, however, a straggling fire from the right and left made it neces- 
sary to move on with caution and slowness, and we reached the city 
about 2 o’clock p. m., where we were met by many people, under con- 
sternation from the erroneous impression that great violence would 
be perpetrated upon persons and property. I have been engaged more 
or less in removing this impression. I regret much that my procla- 
mation was not published promptly, so that I could have had it here 
lor distribution. I get no news of what is going on around us, but 
much fear the movement from Texas, and hope the subject will engage 
the attention of the General Government.- Keep McClellan advised 
upon the matter. I had hoped some of our Iowa troops would have 
been in this region by this time, but hear nothing of them. My suspense 


just now is painful. 
Yours, truly, 

* 


K. LYOK, 
Commanding. 


Headquarters Department op Ohio, 

Cincinnati , June 18, 1S61. 


Chester Harding-, Jr., Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Have received order placing Missouri under my command. Will 
leave lor Saint Louis to-morrow. If more troops are needed telegraph 


me details of case. 


GEO. B. McOLELLAH, 

Major-General. 


Jefferson City, June 21, 1861. 


Ool. Chester Harding-, Jr., Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Please telegraph General McClellan as follows : 


Boone ville, Mo., June 20, 1861'. 

General McClellan: I Rave notice that Missouri is assigned to your command. 
This (Boone ville) is an important point, and sliould have .at least a whole regiment 
with an advance post at Warsaw, which is a nest of rebels, who have massanred at 
Cole Camp Union men. These will permit the Second Missouri Volunteer .Remment 
t.o concentrate at Jefferson City. I would have you send aregiment here, with a large 

supply of stores. LYOH. 


25 R R— VOL in 
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Booneyille, June 24, 1861. 

Colonel Harding, Jr. : 

Hope to get off on the 26th. Think provisions new eoming np will 
be enough for some time. About four companies more should be here. 
A force can go to Cape Girardeau, but an expedition to Pocahontas 
should be made with care; it might be cut off. 

N. LYON, 
Commanding . 


Booneyille, June 26, 1S61.— (Received June 27, 1861.) 
Colonel Harding, Jr. : 

The interests of the Government require that no boats ply along the 
river between this and Kansas City for the present, and you will notify 
the collector that no boats will be allowed to pass above here until far- 
ther orders. Much confusion attends my train arrangements, and delay 
is unavoidable. Shall try to get off to-morrow, but am not certain. I 
want Colonel Stevenson to come here and take command with some of 
his companies. Schofield arrived this afternoon. 

N. LYON, 
Commanding. 


Graeton, Ya., June 28, 1861. 

Chester Harding, Jr.: 

Have ordered three Illinois regiments to move to Cairo whenever 
■called for by General Prentiss, who wall look out for the southeast, and 
■also telegraphs “ No rebels at Bloomfield.” Will not a movement from 
Bird’s Point do the best % 

GEO. B. MoCLELLAN, 

Major- General , II. 8. Army. 


Booneyille, Mo., June 29, 1861. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War , Washington : 

Sir : In reply to your communication of the 20th instant, asking for 
information in regard to the steamer Swan, I have the honor to state 
as follows the circumstances which led to her seizure : 

The Swan contracted with one Colton Green, an agent from Governor 
Jackson to Jefferson Davis, for the shipment of arms from New Orleans 
to Saint Louis, and took them on board at Baton Bouge in boxes marked 
44 Marble.” The boat’s register contains a record of these boxes as 
shipped from Baton Kouge, the words Baton Bouge being stricken out, 
and New Orleans written instead. The captain and clerk of the boat 
were part owners, and another of the shareholders (Pegram) was on 
board, and knew the contents of the boxes before the boat reached 
Cairo, if not at the time of their shipment. Pegram took command of 
the boat while passing Cairo, the captain secreting himself on the boat, 
for the purpose of avoiding a vigorous search by the United States 
officers at that post — the captain being a well-known secessionist, while 
Pegram passed as a Union man. The arms were delivered at Saint 
Louis, and the day after captured in Camp Jackson. They consisted of 
two 24-pounder howitzers, an 8-inch siege-mortar, six Cohorn mortars, 
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and 500 muskets, with a considerable supply of ammunition. A part 
only of the muskets were taken, the rest having been sent to the in- 
terior. These were all evidently United States arms, brought from the 
Baton Rouge Arsenal. The owners of the boat and its agents I con- 
sidered as deliberately supplying the means of warfare to the troops of 
Camp Jackson, who as a body were evidently hostile to the United 
States. The boat is, in my opinion, properly a forfeit to the General 
Government, and should be held subject to some suitable adjustment be- 
fore the courts of the country or at the close of the existing difficulties. 
The well-known proclivities in favor of secession of the district judge 
of Saint Louis make him an improper person to adjudicate the matter. 
The boat is now employed in transporting troops and supplies on the 
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. LYOR, 

Brigadier- General , U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 


The statement of facts by General Lyon is known to me to be true. 
An additional fact, not stated by General Lyon, has some bearing upon 
the matter, to wit, the original memorandum of the shipment of the 
arms, showing that it was made at Baton Rouge, and that the change of 
the boat’s register was a fraud. The original invoice of the arms, signed 
by the ordnance officer of the Confederate States and shipped to Colton 
Green on the steamer J. C. Swan, is also in the hands of the Government 


officers. 


FRARK P. BLAIR. 


Special Orders, > Headquarters Camp Cameron, 

No. 1. J Booneville, Mo., June 29, 1861. 

Col. John D. Stevenson, Seventh Regiment Missouri Yolunteers, is 
assigned to the command of the Missouri River from Kansas City to 
its mouth and the adjacent country. His headquarters will be at this 
place. Colonel Stevenson will move as soon as practicable with that 
portion of his regiment which is now armed to the post assigned, leav- 
ing the remainder to join him as soon as it shall be in proper condition. 
He will establish and maintain at Springton, Booneville, and Jefferson 
City posts of sufficient strength to hold possession of those places and 
furnish detachments for operations in the surrounding country. .He 
will keep two armed boats patroling between Sherman and Kansas City, 
one above and one below Booneville, exercising a strict surveillance oyer 
ferry-boats and others navigating the river, and prevent their being 
used in transporting hostile troops or in other illegitimate traffic ; and 
if in his opinion it shall be necessary for the accomplishment of the above 
purpose, he will seize and keep possession of such boats. 

The armed boats will make frequent landings and send parties to scout 
the surrounding country, gain information of hostile parties and break 
them up, concerting measures, if necessary, with the. adjacent post 
for this purpose, and give effectual protection to loyal citizens. . Boats 
passing up and down the river will habitually be required to go in coin- 
pany with the armed boats. Colonel Stevenson will detail intelligent 
and trustworthy officers to attend to the transportation, preservation, 
and issue of supplies for the troops under, his command, and will give 
as much as possible of his personal attention to the matter, to the end 
that the strictest economy may be enforced and the comfort and effi- 
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ciency of the troops secured. Tlie proper garrison for each post will he 
about six companies, and the force for each boat two companies. Each 
post should have at least one field piece, and each boat a 24-pounder 
howitzer. 

Col. Chester Harding will designate the troops necessary, in addition 
to Colonel Stevenson’s regiment, to carry into execution this order. 

As soon as Colonel Stevenson shall be prepared to garrison the posts 
specified above, Col. Henry Boernstein will proceed with his regiment 
to Saint Louis, and take post at the arsenal or at Jefferson Barracks, as 
may be determined by Colonel Harding, where the regiment will have 
an opportunity to reorganize for three years’ service. 

By order of General Lyon : 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Acting Adjutant- General. 


Booneville, July 1 , 1801. 

Colonel Harding-, Jr. : 

What is going on in the southeast? You sent me word that McClel- 
lan would attend to that quarter. He says I may have one regiment 
from Quincy and one from Casey ville, and Prentiss is authorized to call 
for four more regiments if he wants them. Cannot all these be put in 
movement to meet the danger threatened ? See what Prentiss says, and 
send word to McClellan. 

FT. LYOY, 
Commanding. 


Booneville, Mo., July 2, 1SG1. 
Colonel Harding-, Jr., Saint Louis Arsenal : 

Dear Colonel : I hope to move to-morrow, and think it more im- 
portant just now to go to Springfield. My force in moving from here 
will be about 2,400 men. Major Sturgis will have about 2,200 men, and 
you know what force has gone to Springfield from Saint Louis, so that you 
see what amount of provisions we shall want supplied at that point. Please 
attend to us as effectually as possible. Our line should be kept open by 
all means. I must be governed by circumstances at Springfield. You 
will, of course, have due attention to the southeast. The State Journal 
is outrageous, and must be stopped ; you will take such measures as 
you think best to effect this. Our cause is suffering from too much in- 
dulgence, and you must so advise our friends in Saint Louis. Colonel 
Stevenson must have pretty strong garrisons at the points he occupies 
on the river, and he must have support from other States as occasion 
seems to require. Colonel Curtis is, I suppose, on the Hannibal and 
Saint Joseph road $ rigorous measures should be shown the disorderly 
in that region. Our operations are becoming extensive, and our staff 
officers must keep up with our emergencies. We need here a regular 
quartermaster and commissary. Cannot something be done for us from 
Washington % 

Yours, truly, 

F. LYOY, 
Commanding. 

P. S.— I cannot spare more than 300 stand of arms for Home Guards 
at Jefferson, I shall not be able to supply other portions of the State 
with the same proportion. 
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Camp Cameron, July 2, 1861. 


Col. Chester Hardinu, Jr.: 

Dear Colonel : Please forward to Washington tlie inclosed return, 
or incorporate it in a department return to be sent there. Also, it would 
be well to make a report to the Adjutant- General of movements of troops 


in the State. 

Yours, very truly, 


J. M. SCHOFIELD. 


[Inclosure.] 


Orders, > Headquarters Missouri Volunteers, 

pp,. | Camp Cameron , Mo ., July 2, lbol. 

The following troops, under command of Brig. Gen. FT. Lyon, will 
take ui) the line of march for the South at 7 a. m. to-morrow, viz: 



Officers.- 

Men. 


4 



i 

i 

29 

0 

1 

1 

60 

134 

800 

205 

40 

13 

Light; Company Second Artillery 

Kirst Regiment Missouri Volunteers^ 

Two companies Second Kogimenfc Misbouii Volunteers . 


34 

77 

892 

2, 277 



2, 3o4- 




The following troops will remain for the x>resent at this place : 



Officers, j 

Men. 


10 

381 

Second Regiment Missouri Volunteers, foul companies^ 

13 

349 

Seventh Regiment Missouri Volunteeis, tour companies 

30 

558 


53 

1, 288 


44 

1, 332 





The troops which take the field under General Lyon will be joined by a 
force of 2,200 regulars and Kansas volunteers, under command ot Major 
Sturgis, A 8. Army, at Osceola, Mo. The united command will then 
proceed towards Springfield, Mo. 

Col. Chester Harding, adjutant-general Missouri volunteeis, will foi- 
ward to Springfield the commissary supplies necessary for this com- 
mand, in addition to that already in the held in that portion of : the 
State. Colonel Harding is also charged with the duty of forwaulin ? 
supplies for the troops that remain at this and other points on the m ei. 

Special Orders, Ho. 1, dated June 29 , J86 1 , from these headquarters, 
are so far modified as to authorize Col. John D. ^™nson to Retain at 
this post or at Jefferson City such companies of the Second Segment 
as may wish to remain in the service for three years, but necessarily 
in the regiment to which they now belong. _ Such companies will be re- 
organized at once and incorporated into regiments. 

By order of General Lyon : M> gOHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General. 
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General Orders, ) War Department, Adjt. Gen.’s Oeeioe, 

No. 40. j Washington , July 3, 1801. 

I. The Slate of Illinois and the States and Territories west of the 
Mississippi River and on this side of the Rocky Mountains, including 
New Mexico, will in future constitute a separate military command, to 
be known as the Western Department, under the command of Major- 
General Fremont, of the U. S. Army, headquarters at Saint Louis. 

# * * * * * # 


By order : 


L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Department oe Ohio, 

JBuelchannon , July 5, 1801. 

Chester Harding, Jr., Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Communicate freely with Prentiss. If he does not need Wyman, yon 
can take him. Telegraph to General Pope, at Alton, to give you a regi- 
ment; and to Hurlbut, at Quincy, to give you another. 

Do not lose sight of importance of Cairo, and of its operations in 
Southeastern Missouri. Write to me fully. 

* geo. b. McClellan, 

Major-General , TJ. S. Army. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, July 5, 1861. 
General Thomas, Adjutant- General, Washington: 

General Lyon is moving down from Booneville toward Springfield, 
Greene County, Missouri, with 2,400 troops. Major Sturgis is on the 
way from Fort Leavenworth with 2,200. There are 3,500 on the South- 
west Branch of Pacific Railroad and the line thence to Mount Vernon, 
beyond Springfield. In a day or two another regiment will be moved 
down. There is a depot for supplies at Bolla, the terminus of the South- 
west Branch; another must be established at Springfield. All the sup- 
plies for, say, 10,000 troops must take that direction. From Eolla on 
for 60 miles the country is mountainous and barren. Teams have to 
take their own forage. It is absolutely necessary that a large amount 
of wagon transportation should be immediately provided. Will you see 
that the necessary orders are given by the Quartermaster-General, by 
telegraph, to Major McKinstry, early in the morning? 

General Lyon urges that regular quartermasters and commissaries be 
sent him at once. 

CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 

A. A. G., Missouri Volunteers. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department oe the Ohio, 

No. 82. ] Cincinnati , Ohio , July 4, 1861. 

I. Brig. Gen. John Pope, now at Springfield, 111., will proceed to 
Alton, 111., and assume command of the troops at that place. 

II. Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, now at Belvidere, 111., will proceed to 
Quincy, 111., and assume command of the troops at that place. 

By command of Major-General McClellan : 

N. H. McLEAN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Saint Louis Arsenal, July 6, 1861. 
General McClellan, Buchhannon , Va. : 

General Lyon has sent W yman’s regiment to southwest. This, with the 
700 troops now there, will be enough for the present. Colonel Wyman 
is in command, with instructions to keep open the line of communica- 
tion, on which all supplies will be sent hereafter. General Lyon has 
moved down towards Springfield with 2,400 men, and Major Sturgis 
with 2,200 on the frontier. Sweeny is there and at Mount Vernon, 
beyond there, with 2,500, besides guards at posts on lines. Marsh’s 
Alton regiment is here. I will equip them. They will go to Cape 
Girardeau and be subject to General Prentiss’ call in case of necessity. 
The Quincy regiment will go to Ironton, and thence to Greenville. I 
will write particulars to-night. Think the force sufficient, and will not 


order more unless necessary. 


CHESTEE HAEDIEG, Jr., 

A. A. (?., Missouri Volunteers. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, July 7, 1861. 

L. Thomas, Adjutant- General, Washington : 

Sir : At the suggestion of General Lyon I write to inform you of the 
movements of troops in this State. 

Three columns are in the field, with the design to unite at or near 
Springfield, Mo., and thence to proceed into Arkansas. General Lyon’s 
intention was to go to Little Eock, but movements of the enemy m the 
southeastern portion of the State may change his plans. Besides gar- 
risoning Jefferson City, Booneville, and Lexington, General Lyon has 
marched southward with 2,400 men, in round numbers. There are at 
Springfield and Mount Vernon, and on the way there from Eolhq about 
3,000 men, under the command of Capt. T. W. Sweeny, Second Infantry, 
acting (under election and by order from Brigadier-General Harney) as 
brigadier-general of the U. S. Eeserve Corps of Saint Louis. In audi- 
tion to these there are about 1,000 of the Home Guard and Eifle Bat- 
talion protecting the line of communication from Saint Louis to Spnng- 
field. As this line has become the most important one in the whole 
State, and as it is threatened by hostile bands under General McBiide 
and others, it has been deemed best to place it under the command of 
Colonel Wyman, Thirteenth Illinois Volunteers* who went down to 
Eolla with his regiment last night. He will establish his headquarters 
either at Eolla or Lebanon, beyond the crossings of the Gasconade 
Eiver, as he finds most expedient. 

Colonel Marsh’s Twentieth Illinois Volunteers are now at this point 
to be equipped. After being fitted for field service they will move 
down to Cape Girardeau, within 50 miles of Cairo, where rhey will, 
in case of necessity, be subject to the orders of General Prentiss, but it 
not called for at that point, will stop the transportation of arms, muni - 
tions, and supplies which has been carried on between New Madrid 
and Cape Girardeau, and break up the rebel camps that have been 

formed in the vicinity. „ _ . T „ 

General McClellan has placed at the disposal of General Lyon one of 
the regiments at Quincy. Orders have been sent for it to come here, 
where it will be equipped, and then sent down the Iron Mountain 
Eailroad to Ironton, from whence it will proceed to Greenville, m 
Wayne County. Eive companies of the Sixth Eegiment U. fe. volun- 
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teers are at Ironton, or in the vicinity, and the remainder of the regi- 
ment will proceed there as soon as it is fully organized. General 
McClellan has also placed the remainder of General Pope’s brigade at 
the disposal of General Lyon. No more troops will be called" for at 
present, but there may hereafter be occasion for a large force, with 
artillery and cavalry, in the southeastern counties. 

As soon as General Lyon’s plan of campaign developed itself the 
secessionists in the southeast began to organize their forces. They 
have hitherto been met, as well as possible, by expeditions from Cairo 
and from this place, and by Home Guards organized and armed under 
General Lyon’s authority. These expeditions were necessarily confined 
to temporary visits to disaffected regions, and have accomplished little. 
The whole of the southeast requires permanent occupancy by our 
troops, as it contains more enemies than any other portion of the 
State. Apart from this, information has been and is received here 
daily from different sources, including the reports of our own scouts, 
who have gone as far as Pocahontas, Ark., that our disloyal citizens 
are being armed with Baton Rouge muskets, brought up the White 
Liver, and troops from Tennessee and Arkansas are concentrating in 
the vicinity of the State line. These reports differ as to numbers, but 
agree in all other important particulars. It is apparent that the enemy 
design an invasion of the southeastern portion of the State with a con- 
siderable force, and rely upon the inhabitants of the swamp counties 
for active co-operation. The country in the lower part of Scott County 
and in Stoddard, Dunklin, Mississippi, Pemiscot, New Madrid, and 
Butler Counties is what is known familiarly as the “earthquake 
country,” having been turned from prairie into swamp land by the 
earthquake of 1811. It is a country as difficult to overrun, if held by 
hostile people, as the Florida Everglades, and the bear-hunters of that 
region will be hostile the moment that an advancing column of the 
rebels enters it. 

The troops sent to Cape Girardeau and to Greenville are not designed 
to enter the swamp country, but to hold the approaches by which an 
advancing enemy must pass, and to overawe and to keep down the 
organization of hostile bands of our own citizens, as well as to encour- 
age, organize, and distribute arms to those who are loyal. Time will 
show how much this force will have to be increased. There is no 
occasion for immediate re-enforcement. I will send a comm uni cation 
upon another subject by this mail. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHESTER HARDING, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Missouri Volunteers. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, Mo., July 7, 1801. 
General L. Thomas, Adjutant- General , TF ashington , J). G . : 

Sir : I wish to call your attention to a matter which needs speedy 
action on the part of Congress. 

Before the call for the Convention which met in this State on Febru- 
ary 28th last, citizens of Saint Louis organized and partially armed 
themselves with the intent to hold the city and county true to the Gov- 
ernment, without regard to the remainder of the State. 

In addition to furnishing troops for four regiments of volunteers, who 
entered the service for three months immediately after the President’s 
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first proclamation, five regiments of tliese citizens, numbering about 4,700 
men, were enrolled on May 7, 8, and 11, under the name of the U. S. 
Eeserve Corps, by authority of the President. The condition of their 
enlistment was that they should not be called upon for service outside 
of Saint Louis County without their consent. 

This corps has accomplished and is accomplishing much good. Half 
of it is now in the field at Booneville, Jefferson City, Lexington, and in 
the southwest. The other half is in Saint Louis, anxious for active 
duty, but retained as a matter of precaution. The time is drawing near 
when their term of enlistment will expire. It will be necessary that, a 
force be kept in Saint Louis, and at the same time there are defects in 
the present organization which should be avoided in establishing a more 
permanent corps. The men have false notions about discipline and 
subordination, thinking that, as they are privileged soldiers, as well as 
substantial men of families, they have the right to determine by vote 
what they will do. In one instance two companies volunteered to go to 
Jefferson City at a time when that exact amount of force was required; 
came to the arsenal, were equipped, provisioned, and quartered for the 
night. Transportation was provided, and in the morning at reveille the 
men were ordered to fall in. Seventy of them refused to . go, pleading 
their privilege of not being sent out of the county as their excuse. I 
disarmed them, took away their equipments, and sent them out of the 
garrison, but have since restored their arms, in consequence of explana- 
tions that their officers had not informed them of the service which they 
had been called upon to perform. I mention this as one instance, show- 
ing that in certain cases these troops cannot be depended upon. 

As I was connected with the Eeserve Corps organization up to May 
11, at which time I came here, I will respectfully offer some suggestions 
as to a reorganization of that body : I would recommend that Col. John 
McNeil, senior colonel of the corps, and Lieut. Col. Eobert White,, of the 
Fifth Eegiment, now at Booneville, be authorized to raise two regiments 
for the war by enlistment from the Eeserve Corps. It is important that 
Americans should command. These regiments should have no condi- 
tion attached to their enrollment, except, perhaps, that they will not be 
ordered out of the State. Even this will not be necessary, if they un- 
derstand that their chief duty will be to garrison this place, and defend 
the city. Two regiments wall be enough. The remainder of the corps 
can be disbanded, and their arms returned. These arms are rifled, and 
of newer pattern than any which the Illinois troops and a portion o± 

ours have. , 

I would further recommend that these two regiments be kept on duty 
at all times. At present the men, when not on guard or other duty, 
attend to their ordinary avocations. . I would suggest also that there be 
a brigade organization of the two regiments, with or without a brigadier, 
but that the commanding officer have the necessary staff officers, to 
assist him. Colonel Blair and E. A. Dick, esq., may be able to give 
valuable information. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 ’ CHESTEE HAEDING, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Missouri Volunteers. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, Mo., July 13, 1861. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

With cavalry on our prairies we could crush secession in our State 
within two months. The want of it has not only embarrassed us, but 
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lost ns the fruits of hard-earned victories. The rebel General Harris 
would now be prisoner if we had mounted forces. Two regiments are 
needed. What may we do ! Col. F. P. Blair can explain. We hope 
to catch Harris in any event. 

CHESTEE HABDIBG, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant - General. 


Headquarters Southwest Expedition, 

Springfield, Mo., July 13, 1861. 
Col. Chester Harding-, Jr., Saint Louis Arsenal : 

Sir : I arrived at this place early this evening two or three hours in 
advance of my troops, who are encamped a few miles back. I have 
about 5,000 men to be provided for, and have expected to find stores 
here, as I have ordered. The failure of stores reaching here seems likely 
to cause serious embarrassment, which must be aggravated by continued 
delay, and in proportion to the time I am forced to wait tor supplies. 
* * * I shall endeavor to take every due precaution to meet existing 
emergencies, and hope to be able to sustain the cause of the Govern- 
ment in this part of the State. But there must be no loss of time in 
furnishing me the resources I have herein mentioned. I have lost in 
reaching this place about four days’ time by the high waters in Grand 
and Osage Bivers, which made it necessary to ferry them. The same 
difficulty prevented Sturgis from co-operating with Sigel in time to 
afford any aid. Please telegraph to McClellan and to Washington any- 
thing in this letter you deem of importance to those headquarters. 
Shoes, shirts, blouses, &c., are much wanted, and I would have you 
furnish them, if possible, in considerable quantities. 

Yours, truly, 

X. LYOFT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Springeield, Mo., July 13, 1861. 
To Adjutant-General TJ. S. Army : 

My effective force will soon be reduced by discharge of three-months’ 
volunteers to about 4,000 men, including the Illinois regiment now on 
the march from Bolla. Governor J ackson will soon have in this vicinity 
not less than 30,000. I must have at once an additional force of 10,000 
men, or abandon my position. All must have supplies and clothing. 

FT. LYOY, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis Arsenal, July 15, 1861. 

General Prentiss, Cairo: 

Have you received General McClellan’s dispatch of to-day ? If so, 
what’s your plan H Will aid you in any way, but think best aid is to 
operate as before indicated. Have you official notice that General 
Fremont is our department commander ? 

CHESTEB HABEIFTG, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant- General, Missouri Volunteers. 
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Cairo, July 15, 1861. 

Chester Harding-, Jr. : 

I luivo received McClellan’s dispatcli. My plan would be to start a 
strong column across Missouri from tliis point, leaving it well guarded; 
at the same time, advance from Cape Girardeau and Greenville, con- 
centrating with Lyon on Missouri forces, and drive them back. It 
would be better first to break up rebel encampment at Union City, in 
Tennessee, to prevent their crossing at Hickman or Madrid to get in 
our rear. All of which I could do if ordered by major-general command- 
ing. I must await orders. I have not been officially informed that 
Fremont commands us. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Chicago, July 15, 1861. 

Chester Harding, Jr. : 

Have dispatched condition of affairs to General Fremont, and asked 
authority to take the field in Northern Missouri with five more regi- 
ments. 'Expect answer to-night. Will go down and confer with you as 
soon as I hear. How did you succeed with Harris f 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier-General. 


Washington, July 15, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Astor Kouse : 

The President is going in person to the War Department to arrange 
matters for you. 

M. BLAIR. 


Headquarters Army op the West, 

Springfield, Mo., July 15, 1861. 

Col. Chester Harding, Jr., 

Adjt. Gen. Missouri Vols., Saint Louis Arsenal, Mo. : 

Colonel : General Lyon is now here with about 7 ,000 men. Of these, 
fully one-half are three-months’ volunteers, whose term of service has 
nearly expired, the latest expiring on the 14th of August. Governor 
Jackson is- concentrating his forces in the southwestern part of the 
State, and is receiving large re-enforcements from Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Louisiana, and Texas. This effective force will soon be certainly not 
less than 30,000 men — probably much larger. All idea of any further 
advance movement, or of even maintaining our present position, must 
soon be abandoned unless the Government furnish us promptly with 
large re-enforcements and supplies. Our troops are badly clothed, 
poorly fed, and imperfectly supplied with tents. None of them have as 
yet been paid, and the three-months’ volunteers have become disheart- 
ened to such extent that very few of them are willing to renew their 
enlistment. The blank pay-rolls are not here, and the long time re- 
quired to get them here, fill them up, send them to Washington, have 
the payment ordered, and the paymaster reach us, leaves no hope that 
our troops can be j)aid for five or six weeks to come. Under these cir- 
cumstances there remains no other course but to urgently press upon 
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tlie attention of the Government the absolute necessity of sending us 
fresh troops at once, with ample supplies for them and for those now 
here. At least 10,000 men should be sent, and that promptly. 

You will send the inclosed dispatch* by telegraph to General McClel- 
lan and also to the War Department, and forward by mail a copy of 
this letter. Lose no time in fitting for the field the three-years’ volun- 
teers now at the arsenal, and send them here as soon as possible. Call 
tor Colonel McNeil’s regiment of Home Guards to garrison the arsenal, 
and allow him to organize it for the regular three-years’ service, if he 
desires to do so. It is believed that the remaining Home Guards will 
be sufficient for the city. Should it be necessary, their term of service 
can be renewed for a short period for the purposes of a city garrison. 

Tlie general is not aware whether Colonel Smith’s regiment has yet 
taken the field. If not, he presumes that both his and Colonel Bland’s 
regiments may be sent here without delay. You may doubtless leave 
the southeast part of the State to General Prentiss. Should Saint Louis 
be in danger from that direction, troops could be easily called from 
Illinois and Indiana for its defense. Moreover, a force moving on Saint 
Louis from the south would be exposed to attack in rear from Cairo. 
Hence there seems to be little or no danger from that direction. Unless 
we are speedily re-enforced here we will soon lose all we have gained. 
Our troops have made long marches, done much effective service, and 
suffered no small privations. They have received no pay nor clothing 
from the Government, and the small stock furnished by private contri- 
bution is now exhausted, so that unless the Government gives us relief 
speedily our thus far successful campaign will prove a failure, 
i am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General. 


Chicago, July 16, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Neiv York: 

I am again urgently solicited by adjutant-general in Saint Louis to 
take command in North Missouri. What shall I do! The forces are 
gradually closing around Harris. I think a vigorous campaign of a 
week will settle secession in North Missouri, and leave the troops at 
your disposal for other service. Please answer to Alton. We need 
arms much. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Chicago, July 17, 1861. 
Major-General Fremont, U. S. A., New York: 

We need specially, to fit out one or two regiments of cavalry, sabers 
and revolvers. There are absolutely none in this part of the country. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier -General. 


Quincy, July 17, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Neiv York: 

I am ordered to hold the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad. I 
have three regiments posted along the road, in communication at the 


*Not found. 
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west with. Iowa troops, for detached service and breaking up camps of 
rebels. I need better arms than the smooth musket. I have one regi- 
ment wholly unarmed in camp here, and can get no arms in Saint Louis 
or Springfield. Can you send me minies and ammunition 1 
. S. A. HUBLBUT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Springfield, Mo., July 17, 1861. 
Colonel Harding, Jr., Saint Louis Arsenal, Mo. : 

Sir: I inclose you a copy of a letter to Colonel Townsend on the sub- 
ject of an order from General Scott, which calls for five companies of 
the Second Infantry to be withdrawn from the West and sent to Wash- 
ington. A previous order withdraws the mounted troops, as I am in- 
formed, and were it not that some of them were en route to this place 
they would now be in Washington. This order carried out would not 
now leave at Fort Leavenworth a single company. I have companies 
B and E, Second Infantry, now under orders for Washington; and if 
all these troops leave me, I can do nothing and must retire, in the ab- 
sence of other troops to supply their places. In fact, I am badly enough 
off at the best, and must utterly fail if my regulars all go. At Wash- 
ington, troops from all the Northern, Middle, and Eastern States are 
available tor the support of the Army in Virginia, and more are under- 
stood to be already there than are wanted ; and it seems strange that 
so many troops must go on from the West and strip us of the means of 
defense. But if it is the intention to give up the West, let it be so ; it 
can only be the victim of imbecility or malice. Scott will cripple us it 
he can. Cannot you stir up this matter and secure us relief 2 See Fre- 
mont, if he has arrived. The want of supplies has crippled me so that 
I cannot moye, and I do not know when I can. Everything seems to 
combine against me at this point. Stir up Blair. 

Youra ’ tmly ’ H. WOK, 

Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters Army of the West, 

Springfield , Mo., July 17, 1861. 

Lieut. Col. E. I). Townsend, ^ 7 . , -n n 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army , Washington, I). 0. ; 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of .Special Orders, 
No. 112, from headquarters, under date of July 5, directing the removal 
from the Department of the West of Companies B, E, F, G, and H, 
Second Infantry, and of Captain Sweeny, now acting as brigadier-gen- 
eral (by election) of volunteers. The communication reached me yes- 

terdav at this place. , „ ,, . . „ 

1 have been drawn to this point by the movements of the rebel forces 
in this State, and have accumulated such troops as I could make avail- 
able, including those in Kansas. My aggregate is between 7,000 and 
8,000 men, more than half of whom are three months volunteers, some 
of whose term of enlistment has just expired; others will claim a dis- 
charge within a week or two, and the dissolution of my forces from this 
necessity, already commenced, will leave me less than 4,000 men, includ- 
ing Companies B and E, involved in your order. 

In my immediate vicinity are rebel troops amounting to 80,000 and 
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upwards, as is currently reported, which are constantly augmenting 
and accumulating arms and stock. They are making frequent lawless 
and hostile demonstrations, and threaten me with attack, The evils 
consequent upon the withdrawal of any portion of my force will be 
apparent. Loyal citizens will be unprotected, repressed treason will 
assume alarming boldness, and possible defeat of my troops in battle 
will peril the continued ascendency of the Federal power itself, not only 
in the State, but in the whole West. 

If the interests of the Government are to be sustained here, and in 
fact in the whole valley of the Mississippi, large bodies of troops should 
be sent forward to this State instead of being withdrawn from it, till 
by concentration there may be ability to overpower any force that can 
be gathered in the West against the Government. Troops properly be- 
longing to the valley of the Mississippi — from Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Indiana, and Ohio — have already been drawn to the East. The moral 
effect of the presence of the few regulars in my command is doubtless 
the main consideration that holds the enemy in check, and with them I 
may be able to retain what has already been achieved until I am 
strengthened, but any diminution will be imminently hazardous. The 
volunteers with me have yet had no pay for their services, and their 
duties have been arduous. Their clothing has become dilapidated, and 
as a body they are dispirited. But for these facts they would probably 
nearly all have re-enlisted. 

I have no regular officer of the Pay Department, nor of the Commis- 
sary or the Quartermaster’s Departments, and the affairs of both are 
consequently indifferently administered. But for the immense interests 
at stake I could never have undertaken the great work in which I am 
engaged under such discouraging circumstances. Under this state of 
affairs, presumed tojbe unknown at headquarters when the order was 
issued, I have felt justified in delaying its execution for further instruc- 
tions from the department, so far as the troops with me are concerned. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

hT. LYOF, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Astor House, Few York, 

July 18, 1861. 

Colonel Townsend, Assistant Adjutant- Gener al : 

Forth Missouri Bailroad torn up and obstructed by State forces. 
Mails cannot be transported. Track torn up behind the United States 
troops. Some fighting between these and State forces. I have ordered 
General Pope to take the command in Forth Missouri with three regi- 
ments from Alton. He moves this morning. General Lyon calls for 
re-enforcements. 

J. c. frEmoft, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Springfield, III., July 18, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, Weir Yorlc: 

All the Illinois forces are in Missouri, excepting the Irish regiment 
and three companies of cavalry at Quincy, and three regiments of in- 
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fantry, two companies of cavalry, and battery of artillery at Alton. 
Shall assume command at once. Moving with the force from Alton to 
Saint Charles to-night and that at Quincy, will take position on line of 
Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad to-day, and will put the entire force 
in Horth Missouri into action immediately. 

JHO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


War Department, 
Washington , July 18, 1861. 

General Fremont, TJ. 8. Army : 

Your letter of 10th* and telegram of 18th received. The General-in- 
Chief says please proceed to your command without coming here. He 
has no particular instructions for you at present. He adds, for your in- 
formation, the term of service of three months’ volunteers began with 
date of reception and muster into service. 

E. D. TOWHSEHD, 
Assistant Adjutant'- General. 


Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the West, 

Ho. . f Springfield , Mo ., July 19, 1861. 

The following troops will move to this point at an early hour to- 
morrow morning and report to Brigadier-General Sweeny, viz : Second 
Regiment Kansas Volunteers, under Colonel Mitchell j a battalion, about 
500 strong, of First Regiment Iowa Volunteers, under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Merritt j two companies of cavalry, to be designated by 
Major Sturgis, and one section of Captain Totten’s battery. The troops 
will take one wagon to each company, with the necessary camp equi- 
page. Provisions and the necessary transportation will be furnished 
from this place. 

By order of General Lyon : 

J J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, July 19, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

It was the design to occupy Southwest Missouri, cutting off. all ap- 
proaches from Arkansas by way of Pocahontas, to occupy Poplar Bluffs, 
Bloomfield, Greenville, and the line of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad. 
Accordingly one regiment is at Hon ton, ready to advance when re- 
enforced. Grant was under orders, but his orders were countermanded. 
Marsh is at Cape Girardeau, instructed to keep open communication 
with Bloomfield, where Grant was to be. General Prentiss has eight 
regiments at Cairo, and could spare five of them to go into that country. 
If we once lose possession of the swamps of that region, a large army 
will be required to clear them, while if we get possession first and hold 
the causeway, a smaller force will do. General McClellan telegraphed 
that he had authentic intelligence of a large army gathering at Poca- 
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liontas, according with, what I have advised for weeks. Expecting you 
here daily, I have not telegraphed before ; but if you do not come at 
once, will you take into consideration the importance to Cairo that the 
southeast should be held by us ? 

CHESTER HARDING-, Jr., 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Washington, July 20, 1SG1. 
Col. Chester Harding, Jr., Assistant Adjutant- General: 

General Thomas authorized me to say that you can accept as many 
three-years’ regiments as shall offer, until further notice. 

F. P. BLAIR, 
Colonel First Regiment. 


Cincinnati, July 20, 1SG1. 
Chester Harding, Jr., Assistant Adjutant- General: 

In case of attack on Cairo, have none but Illinois troops to re-enforce, 
and only 11,000 arms in Illinois. Will direct two regiments to be ready 
at Casey ville, but you will only use them for defense of Saint Louis and 
in case of absolute necessity. Telegraph me from time to time. 

geo. b. McClellan, 

Major-General , U. 8. Army, 


Saint Louis Arsenal, July 21, 1861. 
Brigadier-General Lyon, Commanding : 

General: Before referring to your recent communications, allow me 
to explain the state of affairs in other parts of Missouri outside of your 
line of operations. 

Before you left Booneville I had the honor to advise you that large 
forces were gathering at Pocahontas. In accordance witli your instruc- 
tions, I communicated freely by telegraph with General McClellan, and, 
as I supposed, succeeded in having placed at your disposal sufficient 
troops from Illinois to hold the. swamp counties of the southeast. Ac- 
cordingly, I commenced by sending Bland’s regiment to Ironton, with 
directions to proceed as far as he could, with entire safety, in the direc- 
tion of Greenville. At the same time Colonel Grant’s regiment was 
ordered here, to proceed to Bloomfield, and Colonel Marsh to Cape 
Girardeau, where lie could have easy communication with either Cairo 
or Bloomfield. I armed 800 Home Guards in Cape Girardeau and Scott 
Counties, to act as skirmishers, scouts, and guides in the marshes, and 
obtained authority from the Secretary of War to raise a force of mounted 
scouts. With these forces, and with arms for Home Guards in Wayne, 
Stoddard, and Butler, I expected to keep down local rebellion in that 
region, encourage Union men, hold the causeway through the swamps, 
and prevent the approach of an army from Pocahontas until the com- 
manding generals and the authorities at Washington became convinced 
that it was the design of the enemy to march upon Bird’s Point and 
Saint Louis as soon as sufficient strength was gathered. 
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General McClellan countermanded liis order to Grant. I could get no 
answer in regard to equipping Buell’s battery (though now the authority 
is here and a portion of the battery in service on the Missouri River), 
and Bland and Marsh are at the points which they were sent to, with- 
out the force to accomplish the object named. General McClellan’s 
reason for countermanding the order to Grant was that Cairo was 
threatened. Therefore, instead of occupying the country through which 
the enemy must come, eight regiments are lying in that sickly hole, 
Cairo, where General Prentiss can see the whole of them at once. He 
also has cavalry and two light batteries. 

A week since General McClellan telegraphed that he had the same 
definite information of troops crossing from Tennessee and coming up 
from all parts of Arkansas to Pocahontas, which T had learned from 
our scouts and spies (one of them a pilot on a Memphis boat which had 
conveyed some of the troops over), and had sent to him. 

Now, in the southeast we stand thus : Two regiments, not in commu- 
nication with each other ; no artillery, and a few Home Guards, against, 
what they expect to be, 20,000 men (regular troops, well provided), who 
design marching upon Saint Louis. 

I have explained all this to General Fremont, who will be here Tues- 
day, and who (as does General Pope) understands the threatened move- 
ment, and will take vigorous measures to meet it. 

So much for the southeast. Meanwhile, your departure from Boone- 
ville, and the necessity of having 1,800 troops to garrison Jefferson City, 
Booneville, and Lexington, encouraged the rebels in Northeast Missouri. 
Brig. Gen. Tom. Harris gathered a force below Monroe Station, in camp. 
I took the liberty of ordering Colonel Smith, of Illinois, who was lying 
18 miles from him, to break up the camp. He waited a day or two until 
Harris had got together 1,600 men, proceeded part way, shut himself up 
in a seminary, and sent back for re-enforcements, as his men had been 
marched off in such a hurry that they forgot to fill their cartridge boxes 
and had only four rounds apiece. He was relieved, and Harris marched 
southwestwardly, on his way through Callaway County, to make a com- 
bined attack upon Jefferson City, with forces from Pettis, Osage, and 
Linn Counties. 

To check this, I ordered up Schiittner’s regiment from Cairo. As 
soon as the boat arrived I gave Colonel Schiittner his marching orders, 
and immediately went to work to equip his regiment. ^ McKinstry 
helped, and both of us worked all night. The field officers, except 
Hammer, and nearly all the company officers went up town, and Mc- 
Kinstry and I were colonels, captains, adjutants, and quartermasters, 
as occasion required. I finally got them off, to go to Jefferson City, to 
cross there. As the regiment was in the worst possible state of disci- 
pline, and as Hammer is no soldier (Schiittner and the balance I put 
in arrest as soon as they appeared at the gate at reveille), I couldn’t 
trust him, and ordered McNeil to take seven of his companies and 
follow him and take command. Hammer had with him forty-two mounted 
orderlies. The two commands united were to proceed from J efferson 
City, via Fulton, to Mexico, between which two places last named 
Harris was. 

At the same time Col. M. L. Smith, Eighth Regiment, with two com- 
panies, and four companies of the Second, under Schaefer, were sent 
up to Mexico by rail, where it was arranged with Hurlbut that either 
Palmer’s or Grant’s regiment should join them and scour the country 
down toward Jefferson. After fully entering into the plan, and after I 
26 R R— YOL ill 
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had sent off our forces, Hurlbut sent Palmer on to guard the Chariton 
Bridge with Ms entire regiment , and left Smith to do tlie best he could. 
I, of course, immediately re-enforced him. Meanwhile the enemy burned 
the bridge above Mexico. 

Hammer telegraphed from Hermann that he concluded to leave the 
river there, as transportation was easily procured, and that lie had 
made arrangements to effect a junction with McNeil. The next I heard 
of him he was at New Florence , on the railroad, and McNeil, with 400 
men, was near Fulton, where I then knew he would meet Harris. You 
can imagine my anxiety, and afterward my relief, when I heard from 
that brave fellow McNeil that he had fought and routed the rebels. 

The next day after this affair General Pope sent me word that he 
would go into Northeast Missouri with a large force. He has done so. 
He expects to have 7,000 men there, two batteries, and four companies 
of cavalry. McNeil still lies at Fulton. Hammer came down from the 
railroad, and McNeil has ordered him here. Everything quiet in Cal- 
laway. The northeast may be considered secure. 

From Jefferson I have had nothing but trouble. _ It being impossible 
to supply the places of Boernstein’s six companies, I have left him 
there, and— but I won’t stop to mention his performances. 

At home our friends are alarmed, and the city is uneasy. I receive 
.about five deputations per diem, warning me that I ought not to send 
away so many troops (2,200 U. S. Reserve Corps left), and sometimes 
hinting that I will be overhauled by higher powers for doing so. The 
only danger is in case of an advance from Arkansas. But the first 
demonstration will result in clearing Saint Louis of its secession ele- 
ment. 

As far as your command is concerned, I fear that you think I have 
been neglectful of my duties, but I cannot admit the fact. Every order 
that you have sent 1 have immediately put into execution, _ and have 
seen it executed, so far as I could give my personal supervision to it. 
Mismanagement of transportation at Eolla, to which place 110 wagons 
had been sent before Brown moved, and probably the inferior kind of 
transportation furnished, accounts for the delay in getting supplies 
forward. Arms, ammunition, and provisions were lying for weeks at 
Rolla, while I supposed they were going forward, and I was not in- 
formed of the fact. When I did learn it I telegraphed to Washington, 
and had instructions sent to McKinstry to buy everything I required. 
McKinstry has also had sent to Rolla, at my request, one of Yan Vliet’s 
experienced clerk’s, Thomas O’Brien, to whom I have given the entire 
control of quartermaster’s affairs from Rolla onward. A large number 
of army wagons, with mules, have been bought and sent down, and I 
trust that there will be no more trouble there. Two hundred and fifty 
thousand rations were ordered on the 6th ; 4,000 shoes and clothing to 
match were ordered on receipt of your letter of the 13th, and I presume 
are all on the way. I know that part have been shipped. 

The line of communication from Rolla to Springfield is kept open by 
Wyman and Bayles. Wyman’s is a splendid regiment, and I am trying 
to get other troops to supply his place and send him forward; but lam 
embarrassed by conduct which I scarcely think meets your approval, 
although I am informed that you gave your consent to it. Lieutenant- 
Oolonel Hassendeubel, who arrived here yesterday, but has not reported 
himself, brought up with him one of Bayles’ companies (Company L, 
Rifles, Fourth Regiment formerly, but since organized with others as a 
battalion), and has ordered Company M up, also, for the purpose of 
forming a three-years’ regiment, of which he is to take the command. 
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I have been strengthening Bayles all I could. There are three com- 
panies here now, mustered and ready to go down as soon as armed (by 
Tuesday at furthest), and the other two companies will be ready during 
the week, in all probability. The ten companies were to be commanded 
by Saxton. He is said to be on his way here at this time, and Saxton 
would be invaluable, either in command on the line or with you. When 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hassendeubel reports I shall send that company 
back, unless I am satisfied that he had good authority for his action. 

As to re-enforcements, I shall reorganize the Second and Fourth 
under their captains, and put the first ten companies formed into one 
regiment, without regard to the preferences of individuals. This can 
be done during the week, as Boernstein, Schaefer, and Hammer are all 
to come here to-morrow. 

The surplus can be organized under a temporary battalion organiza- 
tion, sent to the field, and afterwards filled up. 

Smith’s Eighth can go down during the week, and a splendid regi- 


ment it is. 

Last night the adjutant-general gave me authority to accept any 
regiment that offered. Two are formed in the country. Both will be 
ready in two weeks. Others will come. I have caused the notice of the 
authority to be published. Bland can’t be spared ; nor can Curtis’ men. 
Saint Joe and the surrounding country are reported to be ready to rise. 
In fact, the whole State is. 

McNeil can doubtless raise a regiment without difficulty. He is 
ordered home as soon as Pope relieves him. 

The Ninth and Tenth are filling up fast, and can be ready in two 
weeks, probably. These statements are made upon the supposition that 
arms and equipments will be here as ordered. 

Mulligan’s regiment of Illinois Yolunteers, I forgot to say, arrived 
here yesterday for arms. I sent some companies to Jefferson to-day, 
and the remainder will go up Tuesday. 

But, better than all, General Fremont telegraphed me last night that 
he would start for Saint Louis immediately, and when I can have the 
opportunity of going over the map with him I trust that he will use his 
power to fill this State with troops. A few weeks’ delay would make 
the whole State a battle-field. 

And now, general, I can say that to be relieved of the responsibility 
which I have had upon me since you left, without the authority, after 
the change in the department command, to do what I saw was neces- 
sary, with my representations to the department generally unnoticed, 
and without even a competent clerk to aid me in the ordinary routine 
of business, is truly a relief; and no one can be so glad that Fremont is 
coming as I am. I have never before had the time to write you fully, 
and I presume that now the office is full of people, who are waiting 
upon the same errands with which you were formerly so much annoyed. 

I shall always feel proud of the confidence which you have placed m 
me, and I hope you will think that I have endeavored to justify it. 

Yery respectfully and truly, 

3 V . CHESTER HARDING, Je. 


Notice. 

Headquarters District oe North Missouri, 

Saint Charles, July 21, 1861, 

An investigation of the circumstances attending the difficulties along 
the line of the North Missouri Bailroad, and the wanton destruction of 
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bridges, culverts, &c., makes it manifest that the inhabitants of the 
villages and stations along the road, if not privy to these outrages, at 
least offered no resistance to them, and gave no information by which 
they could have been prevented, or merited punishment inflicted upon 
the criminals. 

I desire the people of this section of the State to understand distinctly 
that their safety and the security of their property will depend upon 
themselves, and "are directly and inseparably connected with the security 
of the lines of public communication. 

It is very certain that the people living along the line of the North 
Missouri Railroad can very easily protect it from destruction, and it is 
my purpose to give them strong inducements to do so. I therefore 
notify the inhabitants of the towns, villages, and stations along the line 
of this road that they will be held accountable for the destruction of 
any bridges, culverts, or portions of the railroad track within 5 miles 
on each side of them. If any outrages of this kind are committed within 
the distance specified, without conclusive proof of active resistance on 
the part of the population, and without immediate information to the 
nearest commanding officer, giving names and details, the settlement 
will be held responsible, and a levy of money or property sufficient to 
cover the whole damage done will be at once made and collected. 

. There seems to be no method of enlisting the active agency of the 
citizens along the line of this road for the protection of a public work 
in all respects so beneficial to them, except by making it their very evi- 
dent personal interest to do so, and I desire them to understand that 
they will be compelled to pay in full of property or money for any dam- 
age done in their vicinity. It has been impossible heretofore even to 
ascertain the names of the criminals engaged in this kind of work, 
although they were well known to everybody in the neighborhood. If 
people who claim to be good citizens choose to indulge their neighbors 
and acquaintances in committing these wanton acts, and to shield them 
from punishment, they will hereafter be compelled to pay for it ; or if 
they disapprove, their objections must take more tangible form than 
mere words. It is not to be expected that the General Government 
will occupy a large force merely to protect from the people of this part 
of the State a work built for their own benefit, or to defend from out- 
rages and hostility communities which encourage violations of all law 
by giving no information and by offering no sort of resistance. I there- 
fore expect all law-abiding citizens at once to take measures to secure 
the safety of the North Missouri Railroad in their vicinity, and I notify 
all others that upon the safety of the road depends the security of their 
own property and person. To carry out the intentions set forth above, 
divisions and subdivisions of the road will be made as soon as practi- 
cable from these headquarters, and superintendents and assistant super- 
intendents appointed by name, without regard, to political opinions, who 
will be held responsible for the safety of the railroad track within their 
specified limits. They will have authority to call on all persons living 
within these limits to appear in such numbers and at such times n nd 
places as they may deem necessary to secure the object in view. 1 ex- 
pect all good citizens who value peace and the safety of their families 
and property to respond cheerfully to this arrangement, and to assume 
to themselves the care and protection of their own section. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General, U. 8. Army , Commanding North Missouri. 
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Wyandotte, Kans., July 22, 1861. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

Dear Sir : Owing to tlie danger on our southeastern frontier Gov- 
ernor Robinson is in that quarter endeavoring to protect our people, as 
best he may. In his absence I feel compelled to lay before you the 
present condition of our State, hoping that we may obtain relief. We 
have no State arms ; every effort to obtain them has thus far proved a 
failure. All of our volunteer troops in the United States service have 
been ordered from the State, and we are left wholly to the mercy of 
secession Missouri in the east, and an Indian frontier on our south and 
west, and not an arm or an ounce of ammunition to protect ourselves 
with. In this vicinity, and in fact all along the eastern border, we are 
constantly menaced by threatened attacks from Missouri. 

Gould we be supplied with some State arms, to be properly distributed 
among our State troops, we should feel perfectly secure. Can we, by 
any process whatever, obtain these H 
Truly yours, 

J. P. ROOT, 

Lieutenant- Governor. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Saint Charles , July 23, 1861. 

His Excellency Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa : 

Sir : Your letter to General Hurlbut, with a communication from 
Colonel Bussey, has been transmitted to me. In reply to it I have to 
say that I most cordially accept the proffered aid in maintaining peace 
and quiet in those portions of North Missouri bordering on the Iowa 
line. In sending your State or other forces into Missouri be pleased to 
intrust their command to discreet and prudent officers, who should be 
directed to keep me advised of all their operations, and who should in- 
form me frequently of all matters of interest or importance connected 
with the condition of that region. It is not my purpose to make arrests 
for opinion’s sake, but rather to force the people throughout this sec- 
tion to keep the peace among themselves, and to keep open their own 
lines of public communication. It is impossible that the Federal Gov- 
ernment can employ for any length of time so large a force merely to pro- 
tect public works against destruction by those for whose benefit they 
were built, and it is my purpose to offer such inducements to the citi- 
zens of this State as will be sufficient to secure their own active agency 
in protecting their lines of railroad and other works of public conven- 
ience or necessity. I have published a Notice to the people along the 
line of the North Missouri Railroad, which I intend also to apply to the 
Hannibal and Saint Joe Road, based on these views, a copy of which I 
herewith transmit.* As I shall enforce the penalty to the letter I hope 
to see good results follow before many days. 

Your active interference in North Missouri will, I fear, be very shortly 
necessary, and in a stronger force than you suggest. The unfortunate 
repulse of our forces at Manassas has aroused the whole secession ele- 
ment in this State to renewed activity, and intelligence received this 
morning from Saint Louis has compelled me to suspend, for the present, 
further movements of the troops from this place in the direction of the 
Hannibal and Saint Joe Road. 


See p. 403. 
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It is by no means improbable that I may be obliged within a few days 
to move the whole force in North Missouri into Saint Louis to protect 
that city from civil tumult and bloodshed, and in that case I shall call 
upon yourself and Governor Yates to replace them by State forces. I 
will communicate further with you in a day or two, when affairs have 
assumed somewhat more definite shape. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Brig. Gen., U. S. Army, Commanding in North Missouri. 


Cairo, July 23, 1861. 

Chester Harding-, Jr. : 

Have but eight regiments here. Six of them are three-months’ men. 
Their time expires this week ; are reorganizing now. I have neither 
tents nor wagons, and must hold Cairo and Bird’s Point. The latter is 
threatened. I have but two guns equipped for moving. Thus you see 
I cannot comply with request. Again, news of this morning changes 
policy of rebels in Kentucky. They are organizing opposite. Watkins 
is encamped with 2,000, 7 miles from Bloomfield. He has no cannon, 
and poorly armed. This may be the force you have heard from. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Orders, ) Headquarters Army oe the West, 

No. — . f Springfield, Mo., July 24, 18G1. 

The following brigade organization will take effect from this date, viz : 

First Brigade, Maj. S. 13. Sturgis, First Cavalry, commanding, will 
consist of Companies B, C, D, and I, First Cavalry ; Company 0, Sec- 
ond Dragoons; Light Company F, Second Artillery; Companies B, C, 
and D, First Infantry, and Lieut. H. 0. Wood’s company of recruits. 

Second Brigade, Col. F. Sigel, Missouri Yolunteers, commanding, will 
consist of the Third and Fifth Regiments Missouri Yolunteers, and 
Major Backof’s battalion of artillery. 

Third Brigade, Lieut. Col. G. L. Andrews, of the First Regiment 
Missouri Yolunteers, commanding, will consist of the First Regiment 
Missouri Yolunteers ; Companies B and E, Second Infantry ; Lieut. W. 
L. Lothrop’s and Lieutenant Farrand’s companies of recruits ; Lieuten- 
ant Du Bois’ light battery, and Major Osterhaus’ battalion, Second Reg- 
iment Missouri Yolunteers. 

Fourth Brigade, Colonel Deitzler, Kansas Yolunteers, commanding, 
will consist of the First and Second Regiments of Kansas Yolunteers. 

By order of General Lyon : 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 1. ) Saint Louis , Mo., July 25, 1861. 

In compliance with General Orders, No. 40, dated War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, July 3, 1861, the undersigned 
assumes command of the Western Department. 

^ ^ ^ 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major-General, U. S. Army , Commanding. 
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Cairo, July 26, 1861. 

Colonel Harding-, Jr., Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Five steamers were to leave Memphis last night to take troops from 
Randolph to Hew Madrid. Union City troops are under orders to cross 
Mississippi. If they fail to assail us, Ironton and Cape Girardeau will 
need re-enforcements. Colonel Marsh has no battery. I have none to 
spare and no transportation to intercept rebels. I am of opinion that 
Bird’s Point is their destination. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Orders, ) Headquarters Army or the West, 

Uo. — . j Springfield , Mo., July 26, 1861. 

In consequence of reports of seizures of persons and property not 
authorized, nor consistent with the purpose and policy of the General 
Government, the following orders are given: 

The persons and property of all law-abiding citizens will not be 
molested, and it is intended this exemption shall apply to all persons, 
whatever may be their private opinions, who remain peaceful and quietly 
pursue their avocations, and who do not take nor excite others to take 
an attitude of hostility to the General Government. The exception 
here indicated has reference to such persons as are exciting others to 
acts of rebellion, and are themselves in arms against the General Gov- 
ernment, and any seizure of their property will be made only upon 
proper authority, and will have reference solely to the means of disarm- 
ing and depriving them individually of power for mischief, and not to 
the injury of families or the wanton destruction of property. 

In cases of necessities of the service, where private property is seized 
or pressed into the use of the Army, the sanction of the commander on 
the spot must be given, and the property either paid for or a certificate 
of the seizure and a statement of the price due given. 

The cases of plundering, wanton destruction of property, and disre- 
gard of personal rights, of which the general commanding has heard 
with pain, have been disgraceful to our troops, a violation of his own 
orders, and contrary to the purposes of the General Government. In 
thus expressing his disapproval of such conduct of the unscrupulous 
members of his command, he declares his determination to use all pos- 
sible means to suppress it, and calls upon all not subject to this impu- 
tation to use all their exertions to this end, and all officers are enjoined 
to adopt the needful measures of vigilance and rigor to correct this, 
evil. 

By order of General Lyon : 

J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General.. 


Headquarters Army of the West, 

Springfield, Mo., July 26,, 1861.. 

Col. Chester Harding, Jr., 

Adjutant- General Missouri Volunteers, Saint Louis Arsenal:. 

Your order relative to the State Journal meets with the general 1 ® ap- 
probation. The general would like you to join him as soon as you can 
be spared by General Fremont. Ho doubt General F. will need you for 
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a while, till he becomes familiar with the details of affairs in. the State; 
but he will have a full staff of regular officers, and must be able to 
spare you soon. You are much needed here, and will be more so soon. 
It will soon be very necessary for me to be with my regiment, and offi- 
cers fit for staff duties are very scarce here. We have heard of the 
defeat of our troops in Virginia, though hardly enough to judge of its 
extent. I fear this will prevent our getting re-enforcements. If so, the 
next news will be of our defeat also. 

Ee-enforcements should be sent on at once. Our men are very much 
in need of clothing, particularly shoes. Many of the men are entirely 
barefooted, and hence unable to march. I hope something can be done 
for us soon. 

Yours, very truly, 

J. M. SCHOFIELD. 


Spring-field, Mo.., July 27, 1861. 
Col. C. Harding-, Jr., Saint Louis Arsenal , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : I have your notes about matters in Saint Louis, &c., ind 
your proceeding seems to me perfectly correct. How that matters North 
seem more quiet, cannot you manage to get a few regiments this way 1 
I am in the deepest concern on this subject, and you must urge this 
matter upon Fremont, as of vital importance. These three-months’ vol- 
unteers would re-enlist if they could be paid, but they are now dissatis- 
fied, and if troops do not replace them, all that is gained may be lost. 
I have not been able to move for want of supplies, and this delay will 
exhaust the term oi the three-months’ men. Cannot something be done 
to have our men and officers paid as well as our purchases paid fori 
If the Government cannot give due attention to the West, her interests 
must have a corresponding disparagement. 

Yours, truly, 

N. LYON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Memorandum by Colonel Phelps. from General Lyon , to General Fremont , 

July 27. ’ 

See General Fremont about troops and stores for the place. Our men 
have not been paid, and are rather dispirited ; they are badly off for 
clothing, and the want of shoes unfits them for marching. Some staff 
officers are badly needed, and the interests of the Government suffer for 
the want of them. The time of the three-months’ volunteers is nearly out, 
and on returning home, as most ot them are disposed to, my comm a nd 
will be reduced too low for effective operations. Troops must at once 
be forwarded to supply their place. The safety of the State is hazarded ; 
orders from Genem! Scott strip tlie entire TV^est of regular forces, ml cl 
increase the chances of sacrificing it. _ The public press is full of reports 
that troops from other States are moving toward the northern border 
of Arkansas for the purpose of invading Missouri. 
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Station Greenfield, Mo., July 27, 1861. 
Brigadier-General Lyon, Commanding , Springfield, Mo. : 

Dear General : Another scout lias returned from the southwest, 
and reports that bodies of the Confederate troops are in the vicinity of 
Carthage, Sarcoxie, Bowers’ Mills, and some other points, apparently 
moving north. He learned from some of these men that McCulloch 
had moved east in the direction of Cassville, and that Bains was moving 
north, and that the intention was to move on Springfield and attack it 
on the west and south. He also learned that if any movement was 
made upon them by your command that they would receive you with 
masked batteries. My impression is, however, that their movements 
are more for provisions and forage than anything else at this time. 
They are sweeping all before them as they advance. Some forty-seven 
families, driven from the vicinity and below Carthage, passed through 
this place on yesterday. They give startling accounts of the depreda- 
tions that are being committed by the rebels as they return. I will start 
a train of twelve or fifteen wagons with wheat for Springfield to-morrow 
morning. I shall have to get material for making sacks before I can 
have it ground. The material is not to be had here, nor in Melville. I 
will send an order for it to Springfield by the train. We shall be able in 
a few days to forward considerable quantities. I sent a squad of my 
men out on yesterday and started a machine. The owner was somewhat 
contrary, and I concluded to assist him, in my way. All is working 
smoothly. I learn to-day I can have the sacks made as soon as I get 
the material. Then, if necessary, I will start one or two secession mills 
in addition to what will grind willingly. Unless I hear of something 
important from below to-night, I will look up another machine to thrash 
wheat to morrow. I have a man in Bains’ camp at this time. When he 
returns I will report. We are scouting the country as far west as Lamar 
and south to the rebel camp. 

In haste, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

CLABK WEIGHT, 

Captain Dade County Mounted Home Guards , Commanding. 


Washing-ton, July 27, 1861. 

John 0. Fremont : 

What disposition was made by you of the arms which you purchased 
in Europe 1 We are without information on that point, which is very 
<lesirable. Please answer at once by telegraph and by letter. Send an 
invoice of the articles. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 


Quartermaster-General’s Office, 

Washington , July 27 [29?], 1861. 

Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

Sir : I inclose a telegraphic dispatch from General Fremont to Post- 
master-General Blair, just received from the Postmaster-General. He 
says that to save Missouri, now in a critical condition, the public service 
urgently demands three times the amount of Major McKinstry’s (the 
quartermaster) last requisition. That requisition was for $353,761. 
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■Will you request the Secretary of the Treasury to make the needed re- 
mittance % I inclose a requisition. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. 0. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 

[Inclosuxo.] 


Saint Louis, July 28, 1861. 

Hon. Montgomery Blair : 

Major McKinstry has made a requisition for funds. Will you see that 
it is sent on immediately? It ought to be multiplied by three to meet 
urgent demands of service here. Condition of this State critical and 
precarious, demanding utmost promptitude. 

J. C. ERRMGNT, 

Major-General. 


Saint Louis, July 28, 1861. 
Hon. William H. Seward, Washington : 

I ordered the arms shipped to Hew York to my order, expecting to 
forward on the arrival to my department. I trust you will confirm this 
disposition of them. The rebels are advancing in force from the South 
upon these lines. We have plenty of men, but absolutely no arms, and 
the condition of the State critical. 

J. c. erRmont, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., July 28, 1861. 

Colonel McNeil, 

Third Begiment TJ. 8 . Beserve Corps , Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir : You are hereby appointed military commandant of Saint Louis- 
Your duty will be to take necessary measures from time to time for the 
protection and safety of the city ; to prevent disorderly gatherings and 
disturbances ; to dissolve secret associations and meetings ; to devise 
signals to be used in case of alarms ; to designate the rallying place 
of the several regiments in case of alarms, so that they may act in con- 
cert, if required ; to establish infantry and cavalry patrols throughout 
the city j to keep yourself in constant communication with the secret 
police, whose reports are to be made directly to you ; to detail order- 
lies from the different regiments for the headquarters Turners’ Hall and 
orderlies and the proper guard for those of the general commanding ; 
to collect daily reports concerning the different Home Guard regiments, 
and to submit daily a general report to the commanding general. 

Eor any needed military assistance you will make requisition upon 
the commanders of the different Home Guard regiments. 

After careful examination and consideration of the peculiar state of 
affairs, you will prepare and submit to the commanding general a plan 
for the combined and concentrated action of all our forces in the city to 
repress insurrection or sudden attack. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. EREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 
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Cairo, July 28, 1861. 


Major-General Fremont : 

Rebels from Tennessee are concentrating at New Madrid, Mo., witli 
tlie avowed intention of assaulting Bird’s Point. They may intend 
going to Cape Girardeau. Colonel Marsh has no battery. I have none 
to spare. My command is merging from three months’ to three years’ 
service on half recess. Mustering in yesterday and to-day. I have but 
two C-ponnders prepared to move. I can hold Cairo and Bird’s Point, 
but cannot move to intercept a large force going to Cape Girardeau. 1 
suggest that Colonel Marsh, if not re-enforced, be sent to Bird’s Point. 
Entire force at Cairo and Bird’s Point 0,350. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cairo, July 28, 1S61. 

Major-General Fremont : 

On yesterday 3,000 rebels west of Bird’s Point 40 miles, 300 at Madrid, 
and three regiments from Union City ordered there ; also troops from 
Randolph and Corinth. The number of organized rebels within 50 miles 
of me will exceed 12,000 ; that is, including Randolph troops ordered, 
and not including several companies opposite, in Kentucky. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


July 28, 1861 — 1 a. m. 

Brigadier-General Lyon, 

Commanding Forces W< est, Springfield, Mo. : 

Sir : Another scout has just returned, and reports from 1,000 to 2,000 
men in the vicinity of Carthage, moving this way ; another of 600 at 
Sarcoxie, and another of 60 at Bowers’ Mills, all moving this way. He 
learned from the scouts of the party at Carthage that they were going 
to march on this place. My picket guard, 16 miles out in that direction, 
assured me, twenty minutes since, that I would have to be re-enforced. 
I at once sent a dispatch to Major Sturgis, calling for re- enforcements. 
This is an important point, and I will, without further order, sustain 
myself until re-enforced, if in my power. . I have three picket guards 
outside the sentinels on each leading road in that direction at a distance 
of from 15 to 20 miles, and everything inside the camp on the alert. I 
started this morning a train of 13 wagons, with 34S bushels of wheat, to 
commissary division. The bearer of this, Mr. Samuel Appleby, has 
charge of train. I will have to have material from Springfield to make 
sacks, as it is not to be had here. I can get them made, and will then 
forward flour. 

In haste, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

CLARK WRIGHT, 

Captain Bade County Mounted Rome Guards , Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of the West, 

Springfield , Mo., July 28, 1861. 

Major Sturgis, Commanding Camp McClellan ; 

Major: The general commanding directs that five companies of 
Colonel Andrews’ regiment Missouri volunteers, and two cavalry com- 
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panies attache# to his brigade, be sent to Greenfield, to the support of 
Captain Wright. Colonel. Deitzler has been directed to send four com- 
panies of his regiment at once. 

On the arrival of the troops at Greenfield, if the enemy be found in 
the vicinity, and in too great force to be attacked, information will be 
sent back at once, and the troops will retire, bringing with them Captain 
Wright's command, and whatever supplies he. may have accumulated. 

If it can be done, the enemy will be attacked with vigor, and broken 
up, after which the troops will return to camp. The four companies of 
Colonel Deitzler’s regiment should be allowed to return as soon as prac- 
ticable, so as to nob leave his position too much exposed. If it should 
be found necessary to retire, it should be done by way of Chesapeake, so 
as to bring off Colonel Deitzler’s command. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 71. SCHOFIELD, 

Acting Adjutant- General. 


Pleasant Plains, Iowa, July 28, 1861. 
Governor S. J. Kirkwood : 

Dear Sir : Since my dispatch to you, dated Leon, July 23, commu- 
nicating a general account of the recent troubles on the border of liing- 
gold County, I have the honor to report to you further troubles, with 
my action in the premises, with the hope that it will meet your sanction. 

On my return home from Leon, I was met by a messenger from Oapt. 
W. C. Drake, of Corydon, who was at that time stationed at Allenville, 
on the border of Ringgold County, informing me that Colonel Cranor, 
of Gentry County, Missouri, had sent to him for assistance and re-en- 
forcements, as the rebels were fortified on Grand River, reported to be 
from 800 to 1,200 strong, with three pieces of artillery. Colonel Cranor 
had under his command about 300 Union Missouri men, badly armed, 
and over 100 Iowans, who had volunteered under him. I dispatched a 
messenger from Garden Grove to the various armed companies within 
reach, ordering them to march and concentrate at Allenville immedi- 
ately, also at Chariton. Communications were sent to Keokuk and 
Burlington for two pieces of artillery, to be forwarded to me, if they 
could be obtained. I also sent a messenger to Captain Drake, to ascer- 
tain more minutely the facts as to the condition of affairs in his vicinity. 
I started for Captain Drake’s camp, but was met 25 miles this side by 
the returning messengers, whom I had sent the day before. These con- 
firmed all the intelligence brought me the day previous. 

On reaching Captain Drake’s camp I ascertained that messengers had 
just arrived from Colonel Cranor’s command, conveying the information 
that the belligerents, then within 4 miles of each other, had made a 
treaty of peace. I have seen a copy of it, and it is in substance as fol- 
lows : Each party was to lay down its arms, return home, and assist 
each other in enforcing the laws of Missouri against all offenders. This 
was a decided victory gained by the rebels, as the terms were general, 
and embraced the obnoxious “ military bill ” of that State, and such 
laws as the rebel legislature, then in session in the southern part of the 
State of Missouri, might thereafter pass, under the auspices of Governor 
Jackson. 

_ Colonel Cranor resides in the neighborhood of a large body of seces- 
sionists, and was no doubt influenced to enter into such a treaty in con- 
sequence of intimidation and threats against his life and property. The 
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necessionists in that region are more bold than before, and have recom- 
menced mustering under the military laws of the State, which are ob- 
noxious to the Union men, and to which they will not submit. The 
Union men of that region of the State are indignant and mortified at 
the terms of the treaty. . Many have become disheartened, have aban- 
doned their property and their crops, and are leaving the State. The 
Hill no feelings have taken hold of many families on the border, in Iowa. 

I have seen several families who, abandoning everything to the fates, 
have returned to friends in other States. The loyal men of both States, 
separated merely by an imaginary line, have the same sympathies in a 
common cause. Whatever excitement is raised or demonstration made 
in Missouri tending to injure the property and destroy the lives of 
Union men of that State appeals for aid to friends and neighbors in 
Iowa; nor do they appeal in vain. The arming and military parades 
made by our companies along the border at most points have produced 
most salutary effects ; it strengthens and inspires the Union men of 
Missouri, and carries over to them the neutrals and a great many terror- 
stricken secessionists. They voluntarily come forward every day and 
take the oath of allegiance. 

In connection with the subject of my last dispatch to you, I would 
say that at least 1,500 citizens of Iowa left their harvest fields and 
families and rushed into Missouri to the relief of the Union men. These 
citizens were armed in every conceivable manner, without officers, sys- 
tem, or drill. They generally traversed a country broken with timber 
and undergrowth. Had the rebels displayed sufficient nerve and skill 
they might have killed and captured them all; or had a general en- 
gagement taken place, our citizens, without officers, system, or drill, 
might have slaughtered each other. 

The loyal men of Missouri express their gratitude to the people of 
Iowa lor their timely aid and support on every trying occasion. Every- 
thing they possessed was cheerfully offered free of charge to render our 
citizens as comfortable as possible. I know several gentlemen who not 
only fed hundreds of Missouri citizens and their horses daily, for over 
a week at a time, but spent hundreds of dollars, sometimes their last 
dollar, in this benevolent manner. On account of the excitement and 
constant alarm along the border our citizens lost much valuable time 
by frequent hurrying to arms ; therefore a vast amount of grain was 
lost on the fields. 

In view of apprehended outbreaks, sooner or later, on the border of 
Ringgold and Taylor Oounties, I have ordered into camp at this place 
those companies which have received marching orders and are already 
on the way to the scene of difficulty. For the reasons before _ stated, 
collided with the news of our late reverses at Manassas Junction, the 
rebels here and elsewhere will be inspired with new vigor. I came into 
camp last night with three companies ; the rest will follow to-day and 
to-morrow. I have commenced systematizing every department of the 
service, placing the most competent men in the various positions ; the 
strictest discipline will be adopted, and drill performed as in the 
United States service. Every arrangement necessary for the comfort 
and health of the soldiers will be carried out. The most rigid economy 
will be practiced, and an exact account rendered of every cent of 
expense incurred. The times are such that the people demand that 
something be done at once and effectively. We are so situated on the 
border that when we are called upon to act we must act at once. Here- 
tofore we had no system; if called into action, our men were liable to 
be cut off by the enemy and by one another. All the companies called 
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into camp are armed except the cavalry, decidedly the most effective 
on the border. For want of better, I shall arm them with muskets as 
far as I can. 

I have ordered into camp on the line between Taylor and Ringgold 
Counties two companies for thirty days, unless sooner ordered to dis- 
band, as you may direct. I will keep out scouts for the next ten days 
in the vicinity where danger will be most likely to occur. I will he 
ready to strike at a moment’s notice. If I am convinced that matters 
are settled, I will in less than two weeks strike camp. 

By that time I am of the opinion we shall be able to determine, with 
some degree of certainty, the shape things will assume at the strong 
secession holds. There has been a settled understanding among tlio 
secessionists throughout Missouri to strike a blow simultaneously with 
Governor Jackson, who is operating in the southern portion of the State. 
I will report to you as often as I can my proceedings. 

The principal design of the secessionists in the northern portion of the 
State is to keep up the excitement as much as possible, to divert atten- 
tion from Jackson’s operations, while they will do all in their power to 
harass the Union men in both States. They will not come to a regular 
engagement. In Gentry County alone they will number at least i,000, 
who are continually on the tramp, day and night, skulking in the bush. 

We have derived a great deal of authentic information through our 
scouts, who have penetrated their camps and councils, coming in upon 
them from the southeast and passing for secessionists. 

The 300 muskets have just arrived. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN EDWARDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., July 29, 1801. 
Hon. O. P. Morton, Governor of Indiana, Indianapolis , Ind. : 

Sir : The general accepts the six regiments of Indiana troops that 
you offer. He will order them on as soon as his arrangements for re- 
ceiving, them are perfected. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. HELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant - General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., July 29, 1861. 
Hon. Richard Yates, Governor of Illinois , Springfield , III. : 

Sir : The general desires me to inform you that he will accept all the 
regiments from your State (23 in number), and prefers to equip them 
himself. They will be ordered to this city, or to a camp of instruction 
in this State, as soon as arrangements can be made for quartering or 
encamping them. In the mean time he requests that you will make 
arrangements for subsisting them. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. HELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Western Department, 

Ho. 10. ) Saint Louis, Mo., July 29,1861. 

Brig. Gen. John Pope is assigned to the command of all the troops 
iti the State of Missouri north of the city of Saint Louis. 

By order of Major-General Fr6mont : 

J. 0. HELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. District of North Missouri, 

Mexico, July 29, 1861. 


Orders, ) 

Ho. 1. f 

I. By virtue of instructions received from Major-General Fremont, 
IT. S. Army, the undersigned assumes the command of all the forces in 
North Missouri. 

II. Brig. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut is assigned to the command of the forces 
along the line of the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Eailroad, from Quincy 
and Hannibal to Saint Joseph. Headquarters at Macon City. 

III. Col. U. S. Grant, [Twenty-first] Illinois Volunteers, is assigned 
to the command at Mexico, Mo. 

IV. Colonel Boss, [Seventeenth] Illinois Volunteers, will occupy War- 
ronton, Mo., with his regiment, and Colonel Palmer will post his regi- 
ment at Eenick and Sturgeon in such force at each point as he may 
deem judicious, fixing his headquarters at Eenick. 

V. Morning reports of the forces under their command will be made 
to the headquarters of the military district at Mexico regularly, and 
such other reports as may be necessary to keep the general command- 
ing advised of all matters of consequence in relation to their commands 
and to the condition of the country in the neighborhood. 

The printed notice* transmitted with this order will be circulated as 
extensively as possible by each commander within the limits hereafter 
fixed, and each commanding officer will report to the district head- 
quarters as soon as practicable the names and residences of proper per- 
sons to be appointed, as specified in the printed notice, dividing for that 
purpose their respective districts into subdivisions not exceeding 7 miles 
in extent. 

The jurisdiction of the commanding officer at Warrenton wdl extend 
as far north as Montgomery City and as far south as the line of Saint 
Charles County, near Millville; of the commanding officer at Mexico, 
from Montgomery City on the south to include Centralia on the north ; 
of the commanding officer at Eenick, from Centralia to Macon City ; of 
the commanding officer of the forces east and west of Macon City, from 
Hannibal and Quincy to Saint Joseph, with such subdivisions as he may 

designate. . 

Within these limits the commanding officers will comply strictly with 
the terms of the printed notice herewith inclosed, and will immediately 
select proper persons, without regard to political opinions (preferring 
men of property and respectability), to report to the general command- 
ing as fit to be appointed superintendents of the divisions and sub- 
divisions of the railroad specified by the commanders respectively. 

VI. All illegal assemblages will be promptly broken up by command- 
ing officers nearest the place where they may be held, and all persons 
taken in arms against the United States will be immediately sent for- 
ward to Mexico, to be disposed of by the general commanding. 


• * See page 403. 
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YII. Each commanding officer will send out sucIl patrols and scout- 
ing parties as may be necessary to keep him informed of all matters 
pertaining to liis jurisdiction, and will be vigilant and prompt in sup- 
pressing all combinations against tbe authority of the United States or , 
the peace of the country. 

No arrests will be made for opinion’s sake, unless the parties are 
engaged in open acts of hostility, or are stimulating others to such acts 
by inflammatory words or publications. 

It is the mission of the forces under my command in North Missouri 
to restore peace and safety to a region distracted with civil commotion, 
and to bring to punishment the infamous assassins and incendiaries 
who have been infesting this country. 

All the forces in North Missouri, therefore, are cautioned against ex- 
cesses of any kind, and especially against any depredations upon the 
persons or property of any citizen of Missouri. 

Discipline and good order are essential to. the efficiency and good 
repute of any military force, and they will be exacted from the forces 
under my command with all the power vested in me. The honor and 
reputation of their States depend upon the good conduct of the troops 
they have sent into the field, and I expect all commanding officers to 
notice, with the greatest severity possible under the articles of war, all 
infractions of military discipline and of good order. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , July 30, 1861. 
The President op the United States: 

My Dear Sir : You were kind enough to say that as occasions of 
sufficient gravity arose I might send you a private note. 

1 have found this command in disorder, nearly every county in an 
insurrectionary condition, and the enemy advancing in force by differ- 
ent points of the southern frontier. Within a circle of 50 miles around 
General Prentiss there are about 12,000 of the Confederate forces, and 
5,000 Tennesseeans aud Arkansas men, under Hardee, well armed with 
rifles, are advancing upon Ironton. Of these 2,000 are cavalry, which 
yesterday morning were within twenty-four hours’ march of fronton. 
Colonel Bland, who had been seduced from this post, is falling back 
upon it. I have already re-enforced it with one regiment; sent on 
another this morning and fortified it. I am holding the railroad to 
Iron-ton and that to Rolla, so securing our connections with the South. 
Other measures which I am taking I will not trust to a letter, and I 
write this only to inform you as to our true condition, and to say that 
if I can obtain the material aid I am expecting, you may feel secure that 
the enemy will be driven out and the State reduced to order. 

I have ordered General Pope back to North Missouri, of which he is 
now in command. I am sorely pressed for want of arms. I have 
arranged with Adams Express Company to bring me everything with 
speed, and will buy arms to-day in Nev r York. Our troops have not been 
paid, and some regiments are in a state of mutiny, and the men whose 
terms of service have expired generally refuse to enlist. I lost a fine 
regiment last night from inability to pay them a portion of the money 
due. This regiment had been intended to move on a critical post last 
night. The Treasurer of the United States has here- $300,000 entirely 
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unappropriated. I applied to Mm yesterday for $100,000 for my pay- 
master, General Andrews, but was refused. We have not an hour for 
delay. There are three courses open to me: one to let the enemy pos- 
sess himself of some of the strongest points in the State, and threaten 
Saint Louis, which is insurrectionary; second, to force a loan from 
secession banks here ; third, to use tiie money belonging to the Gov- 
ernment, which is in the treasury here. Of course, I will neither lose 
the State nor permit the enemy a foot of advantage. I have infused 
energy and activity into the department, and there is a thorough good 
spirit in officers and men. This morning I will order the treasurer to 
deliver the money in his possession to General Andrews, and will send 
a force to the treasury to take the money, and will direct such payments 
as the exigency requires. I will hazard everything for the defense of 
the department you have confided to me, and I trust to you for support. 

With respect and regard, I am, yours, truly, 

J. O. FEfiMOHT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , il/o., July 30, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. John Pope, XT. S. A., 

Commanding Worth Missouri District, Mexico , Mo. : 

Sir : The general has ordered the Fifth and Sixth Iowa Eegiments 
from Burlington to Keokuk, Iowa. Colonel Worthington is the senior 
officer, and has been ordered to report to you immediately upon the 
arrival of the regiments under his command. The general has also 
authorized a battalion of riflemen, which is now employed along the 
Southern Iowa line, under the command of Governor Kirkwood’s aide, 
to move into Missouri, for the protection of citizens, when called upon, 
reporting any such movement to you. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ 7 J. C. KELTOF, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, > Hdqrs. District op Forth Missouri, 

Ho. 3. ) Mexico , July 31, 1861. 

The commanding general in Forth Missouri being about to assemble 
in one camp, away from the railroad lines, all of the forces under his 
command, has determined to commit to the people of Forth Missouri 
the peace and quietude of their own section, and with these the safety 
of their property. Certainly the people of the various counties have to- 
day the same machinery of government and the same power of self-pro- 
tection against lawless marauders as they had a year ago, and it only 
needs the same active agency and the same common interest to bring 
together for such a purpose all those who have anything at stake. It 
is demonstrated by sufficient testimony, and by the experience of the 
past two weeks, that the disturbances in Forth ern Missouri have been 
made by small parties of lawless marauders, which at any other time 
could have been easily suppressed with no more than the usual exertions 
of the irnople against breaches of the peace in times past. Certainly 
quiet and good order are of all things desirable in civilized communi- 
ties, and should form a common bond of union between citizens of 
27 R R— VOL III. 
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every shade of political opinion. When these desirable results are 
secured, there will no longer be a necessity for the presence of armed 
forces in North Missouri. It is therefore the purpose of the general 
commanding in this region of country, before removing the military 
forces under his command from their present stations, to visit with a 
considerable force every county seat and considerable town in North 
Missouri, and in each to appoint a committee of public safety of persons 
selected from those of all parties who have social, domestic, and pecuni- 
ary interests at stake. Each committee shall consist of not more than 
five persons, and wherever it can consistently be done, the proper 
county officers shall be selected as members. No one thus appointed 
shall be permitted to decline or shall fail to perform his duties, under 
such penalties as the commanding general shall affix. These commit- 
tees shall be charged with the duty of maintaining peace and order in 
their respective counties, and shall have power to call out all citizens of 
the county, to assemble at such times and pi aces, and in such numbers, 
as may be necessary to secure these objects. Any one who shall refuse 
to obey such call will be turned over to the military authorities. If the 
people of the counties respectively are not willing or able to enforce the 
peace among themselves, and to prevent the organizing of companies 
to make war upon the United States, the military force will perform the 
service, but the expenses must be paid by the county in which such 
service is necessary. To secure their prompt payment, a levy of a suffi- 
cient amount of money will be at once made and collected by the officer 
in command. Upon the call of a majority of the committee of public 
safety in each county, troops will be sent to keep the peace, but as such 
expeditions are for the benefit of the people concerned, who have in 
nearly every case the power to discharge the service themselves, the 
troops thus sent will be quartered upon them, and subsisted and trans- 
ported by the county in the manner above specified for the whole period 
it may be necessary for them to remain. If, in consequence of disturb- 
ance not reported by the committee, the general commanding finds it 
necessary to send a force into any county to restore order, they will be 
in like manner billeted upon the county, unless the combination against 
the peace were too powerful to be resisted, or the parties engaged were 
organized in other counties, and brought on the disturbances by actual 
invasion. It is not believed that the first case can arise in any county 
of North Missouri; and, in the second, the forces will be marched into 
the county or counties where the marauding parties were organized or 
whence they made the invasion, and will in like manner be quartered 
upon them. . Where peace and good order are preserved, the troops will 
not be required; where they are disturbed, they will be restored at the 
expense of the county. To preserve the peace is the duty of all good 
citizens,, and as all will suffer alike from the breach of it, men of every 
shade of political opinion can act cordially together in the discharge of 
a duty as full of. interest to one as to another. By performing this 
simple service as in times past, and which it is certainly as much their 
interest and their duty to discharge to-day, the people of this section of 
the country will be spared the anxiety, uneasiness, and apprehension 
which necessarily attend the presence of armed forces in their midst, 
and will again enjoy that security of person and property which has 
hitherto been their privilege. All persons who have heretofore been 
led away to take up arms against the United States are notified that 
by returning and laying down their arms at the nearest military post, 
and by performing their duty hereafter as peaceful and law-abiding 
citizens, they will not be molested by the military forces, nor, so far as 
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tlie general commanding can influence tlie matter, will they be subjected 
to punishment unless they have committed murder or some other ag- 
gravated offense. 

By order of Brigadier-G-eneral Pope : 

SPEED BUTLER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Cairo, August 1, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Saint Louis : 

The following just received from Colonel Marsh, with request to send 
to you by telegraph. A scout of his from Pillow’s camp brought the 
information ; also a proclamation of Pillow’s, who says no quarters to 
be given those in arms against him. 

B. M. PRENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 

The following information, just received, is, I believe, reliable: Gen- 
eral Pillow was at New Madrid on the morning of the 31st, with 11,000 
troops well armed and well drilled ; two regiments of cavalry splendidly 
equipped ; one battery of flying artillery, 10-pounders, and ten guns, 
manned and officered by foreigners ; several mountain howitzers, and 
other artillery, amounting in all to 100 ; 9,000 more moving to re-en- 
force. He lias promised Governor Jackson to place 20,000 men .in 
Missouri at once. I have a copy of his proclamation and also one of his 
written passes. 

C. C. MARSH, 

Colonel, Commanding Camp Fremont. 


Saint Louis, August 2, 1861. 

General Fremont, Cairo: 

General Scott has telegraphed that two batteries of artillery have 
been sent from Cincinnati. Shall I forward them to you when they ar- 
rive % General Lyon wants soldiers — soldiers — soldiers ! So says Gen- 
eral Hammer, who has just arrived from Springfield. 

J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant ■ General. 


Washington, August 2, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Cairo : 

This dispatch was sent yesterday to commanding officer Department 
Ohio, Cincinnati : 

Order two companies Fourth Artillery, with their batteries, under Howard and 
Kingsbury, to Saint Louis, without delay. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 

M. BLAIR, 
Postmaster- General, 

Washington, August 2, 18,61. 

Since ordering the two batteries for you yesterday, it appears one 
company has no guns and the other is in Western Virginia; neither 
can be withdrawn. The order is countermanded. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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Washington, August 2, 1861. 
Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State : 

Sir : This Department has this day authorized Maj. Gen. J. 0. Fre- 
mont to give the necessary instructions for forwarding the arms im- 
ported by him to his department, as requested in his telegram to you 
of the 29th ultimo. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Department op ti-ie West, 

j Bird’s Point , August 2, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General Scott : 

General : Thank you for the batteries. I reached this place with 
eight transports to-day. 

Eleven thousand men, of which 2,000 are cavalry, Avell appointed, 
under [Pillow, at Hew Madrid yesterday ; further re-enforced to-day ; 
5,000 men badly armed, under Thompson, at Charleston, 18 miles from 
this point ; 7,000 well armed men, of which 2,000 are cavalry, under 
Hardee, about 70 miles from Ironton. Force large in front of General 
Lyon ; strength not positively known. Missouri generally insurrec- 
tional. I have re-enforced our posts at Ironton and Eolla, and hold the 
railroads between these points and Saint Louis. Movements on the 
part of the enemy indicate general and well-conducted attack, and we 
are just in time. My severest need is want of arms. Will you take into 
consideration that the exigency requires me to move with the greatest 
rapidity and silence. 

j. c. feFmont, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Orders, ) Hdqrs. District op North Missouri, 

No, 3. f Mexico, August 2, 1861. 

In accordance with Special [General] Orders, No. 3, of July 31, 1861, 
the following movements of troops will immediately be made : 

Brigadier-General Hurlbut, with such force as he may consider neces- 
sary, upon New London, Palmyra, Shelbyville, Bloomington, Linneus, 
Chillicotke, Gallatin, Kingston, Maysville, Plattsburg, and Saint Joseph. 
Col. T. A. Marshall, with two companies of cavalry and one piece of 
artillery, upon Paris ; Captain McNulta, with one company of cavalry, 
upon Bowling Green and Danville, and Captain Peck, Twenty-first Illi- 
nois Volunteers, upon Troy and Warrenton. The commanding officer 
of the Fourteenth Illinois Volunteers, with the four companies of his 
regiment at Eenick, upon Huntsville and Fayette, first removing regi- 
mental baggage and stores to Eenick, where the regiment will be con- 
centrated at the expiration of this special service. 

The commanding officers respectively will carefully examine the in- 
structions containedin Special [General] Orders, No. 3, herewith inclosed, 
which they will distribute at the various settlements along the march. 

They will assemble at each county seat here specified the most re- 
spectable citizens of the town and neighborhood, and will read and care- 
fully explain to them the provisions and requirements of the special 
order. 
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They 'will then select from the number at least five of the most 
responsible persons, taken from all political parties, and appoint them 
a committee of public safety, charged with preserving peace in their 
respective counties. 

When it can be done consistently with the special order, the existent 
county officers, or such number of them as may be judicious, will be placed 
upon "these committees. The names of the members of the committee 
thus selected will be announced to the people by the commanding offi- 
cers both at the Court-House and on the return march to this place. 

All citizens will be warned that the troops stand ready to enforce 
promptly and vigorously every provision of Special [General] Orders, Ho. 
3, and will be exerted for their safety and good name and tor the peace 
of their counties, to preserve quiet among themselves. 

At the termination of these services the troops will rejoin tlieir origi- 
nal posts, except Captain McNulta, who will repair to this place with his 
company by the most direct route from Bowling Green. 

[SPEED BUTLEB,] 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Mexico , August 2, 1861. 

Col. J. D. Stevenson, Commanding in Jefferson City: 

Colonel : I inclose herewith a number of printed copies of General 
Orders, Ho. 3, from these headquarters : * 

You are instructed to move with such force as you deem necessary 
to the county seats of the counties adjacent to you, and to appoint the 
committees of public safety specified in the printed order, distributing 
that order as extensively as possible, and notifying the people that its 
provisions will be strictly and vigorously enforced. 

In selecting members of the committees you appoint be careful to 
take men of substance and respectability, preferring those of secession 
poclivities. I desire it to be made known that the safety of person and 
property in all that region of country will depend upon the preservation 
of peace and order, and that the best and only protection to family and 
property will be the presence of every man at home, engaged in his 
usual pursuits. Upon the secessionists, as well as the Union men, must 
devolve the duty of maintaining the peace in all sections of North Mis- 
souri under my government, and they must understand that however 
they may escape responsibility by flight, their property will always be 
at liand, and will be dealt with according to the terms of the special 
orders 

Beport to me the names, places of residence, &c., of all you appoint on 
these committees, and your whole action in the matter. 

Eespectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Mexico , August 2, 1861. 

To Co mman ding- Oeficer Iowa Forces , KeoMTc, Iowa : 

Sir : Inclosed are instructions for your movement with your command 
upon Memphis, Waterloo, Monticello, and Edina. I desire this move- 
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ment to be made as rapidly as possible, as it is my purpose to concern 
trate in one camp the entire force in North. Missouri as soon as it can 
possibly be done. If you have not the means to transport the rations 
necessary for your command, buy at Memphis, Monticello, Waterloo, 
and Edina what provisions are needed, and give orders on brigade com- 
missary here. 

In selecting members for the committee of public safety you are di- 
rected to appoint, be sure to put upon it at least two, or, better still, 
three of the most worthy and prominent secessionists. It is the service 
of the secessionists I specially require, and I desire that you will give 
them plainly to understand that unless peace is preserved, their prop- 
erty will be immediately levied upon, and their contribution collected 
at once in any kind of property at hand. 

When once the secessionists are made to understand that upon peace 
in their midst depends the safety of their families and property, we 
shall soon have quiet again in North Missouri. Take care that your 
men are orderly and commit no excesses. 

Eespectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

fin closure.] 

Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Mexico , August 2, 1861. 

Colonel Worthington, Commanding Iowa Troops, Keokuk : 

Sir : Immediately upon receipt of this order you will direct Colonel 
Bussey, with his cavalry, to march forthwith to Memphis, in Scotland 
County, and having discharged the duty hereafter specified in this 
order, to effect a junction at Edina with the remainder of the forces 
under your command. You will please put one of your infantry regi- 
ments on march for Edina by the way of Waterloo, and with the other 
regiment under your immediate command you will take boat for Can- 
ton, and proceed to Edina by way of Monti cello. When you have effected 
a junction there with your other forces report to me your operations 
and all matters of interest. Buy provisions for your troops whenever 
you need them, and give orders for payment on the chief commissary 
at these headquarters. 

You will disperse all bands of armed secessionists, and if any are 
captured in arms, send them direct to this place for trial. I send you a 
printed notice to be distributed along the routes pursued by your re- 
spective columns, and direct the commanding officer to appoint commit- 
tees specified in the printed order, selecting for that purpose the most 
wealthy and prominent men in the county, preferring mostly the seces- 
sionists. The printed orders and accompanying letter will inform you 
fully of the system I intend to adopt in Northeast Missouri. I wish to 
give the secessionists such inducements as loss of property and danger 
to families to aid Union men in keeping the peace. Notify all the pop- 
ulation that the forces stand prepared to enforce this printed notice fully 
and vigorously, and commence it with your forces as soon as you think 
it desirable. Act promptly and vigorously, and I think peace will re- 
sult to all parts of North Missouri. 

Eespectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding North Missouri. 
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Note. — The same instructions given to the commanding officer of the 
Iowa forces were furnished Ool. T. A. Marshall for his movement upon 
Paris ; Captain Peck, Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, for movement 
with his company upon Troy and Warrenton; Captain McNuIta for 
movement with one company of cavalry upon Bowling Green and Dan- 
ville, and to the commanding officer of fourteenth Begiment Illinois 
Volunteers lor movement with four companies upon Huntsville and 
Payette. 


Headquarters District of North Missouri, 

Mexico, August 3, 1861. 

J. H. Sturgeon, Esq., Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the 1st instant is before me* I will, with 
great satisfaction, reply to your inquiries, as well from personal regard 
for yourself as that it gives me the opportunity to explain clearly what 
few* persons in your city seem to comprehend. 

When 1 arrived in North Missouri to assume the command I found 
the whole country in. commotion, bridges and railroad tracks destroyed, 
or in great danger of being so, and the entire population in a state of 
excitement and apprehension unwarranted by the facts. My first ob- 
ject has been to restore quiet and secure the safety of public and private 
property. The only persons in arms, so far as I could learn, were a few 
reckless and violent men, in parties of 20 or 30, who were wandering 
about, committing depredations upon all whose sentiments were dis- 
pleasing, and keeping this whole region in apprehension and uneasiness. 

I found that those who had been quiet had been no more; had taken 
no part to prevent the outrages committed by these lawless bands, and 
had not even been willing to give information by which they could be 
apprehended or prevented from engaging in hostile and lawless acts 
against the peace of the country. So soon as these marauders found 
that troops were approaching, which they easily did, from the very per- 
sons who ask for protection, they dispersed, each man going to his home, 
aud, in many cases, that home in the very town occupied by the troops. 
Parties of these men would leave their houses and families in the imme- 
diate vicinity, and engage in forays upon Union men and their property 
in the immediate neighborhood, being sure that those even most opposed 
to their lawless conduct would carefully shield them from exposure. 
The mass of the people stood quietly looking on at a few men in their 
midst committing all sorts of atrocious acts, and neither attempted to 
prevent them nor to give any information by which they could have 
been prevented and punished. This was the actual state of things in a 
large part of the eastern counties of Northern Missouri. When troops 
were sent out against these marauders, they found only men quietly 
working in the field or sitting in their offices, who, as soon as the backs 
of the Federal soldiers were turned, were again in arms and menacing 
the peace. To such an extent had this gone that there was no safety 
of persons or property in North Missouri except to the secessionists, and 
the Union men were too timid or too much in the minority to offer the 
least resistance. My first object was to restore peace and safety, so that 
the forces under my command could be removed from the vicinity of the 
settlements, and to do this with the least bloodshed, the least distress 
to quiet persons, and the least exasperation of feeling among the peo- 
pie. Two courses were open to me to effect tliis desirable result t Tlie 
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first, was to put in motion in all parts of this region small bodies of troops, 
to hunt out the parties in arms against the peace, and follow them to 
their homes or places of retreat, wherever they might be. This course 
would have led to frequent and bloody encounters, to searching of houses, 
and arrests in many cases of innocent persons, and would only have re- 
sulted in spreading the apprehension of distress over districts hitherto 
quiet. I was and am satisfied that the people of the counties in North 
Missouri are abundantly able to keep peace among themselves, and this 
is all I ask or exact from them. It is certainly their interest that they 
should do so. To spare effusion of blood, destruction of life or property, 
and harassing and ofttimes undiscriminating outrage upon the people, 
I have determined to present to the people, if possible, some common 
inducement to preserve the peace in their own midst. The common 
bond is their property, always in my power, though the owner might 
be beyond my reach. I believed, as I do now, that, as soon as it was 
felt that only by preserving peace and quiet among themselves, and nob 
molesting public or private property, there would result security of per- 
son and property and the power to pursue unmolested their several 
avocations, Union men and secessionists would alike engage in putting 
a stop to lawless and predatory bands, and that the persons themselves 
who had joined these armed marauders would soon cease their forays 
and abandon their organizations when they discovered that they liad 
no sympathizers at home, and that every act they committed hostile to 
the peace of the country was a blow not only at their own property and 
safety, but also at that of their own friends and relatives. Certainly, 
loss of property is not to be weighed for a moment with loss of life or 
personal liberty, and as I believe firmly that the policy I have adopted 
will bring peace and quiet to North Missouri with the least destruction 
of human life, I intend to enforce it promptly and vigorously in all cases. 
Security of property and the absence of the military depend simply 
upon the people of North Missouri keeping the peace among themselves 
as in times past, and if they fail to do so they will be less wise than 
most of their race. I have not the slightest disposition to play the ty- 
rant to any man on earth. I only ask the people of North Missouri to 
keep the peace and respect the rights of others in their own midst, and 
this I mean to exact from them if 1 have the power. If they will only 
do this, as they have done in times past and can easily do now, they 
will neither see me nor my command. I sincerely hope that these views 


may he satisfactory to you, and remain, 
Yery truly, yours, &c., 


JNO. POPE. 


Saint Loijis, August 3, 1861. 
General Fkemont, Cairo : , 

General Lyon has sent a special messenger, Colonel Hammer, to say 
that he needs re-enforcements; that Jackson’s army is in Jasper and 
adjacent counties with not less than 20,000 men; that Lyon’s force is 
not much more than one-fourth; that the inhabitants are moving this 
way as fast as their teams will carry them, leaving homes and crops 
desolated ; that, to insure a continuous and safe transport of provisions 
and supplies, the road from Bolla should be well protected. I have re- 
ferred him. to Captain Kelton. 

E. M. D. [DAVIS.] 
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Headquarters Camp Fremont, 

August 4, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, 

Department of the West , Saint Louis: 

Sir : I have just sent a bearer of dispatches to the telegraph office at 
Jonesboroug’h, 111., giving you the information that Thompson’s com- 
mand was 16 miles from me and advancing. 

Send, if you can, re-enforcements and ammunition. Am fortifying 
the Windmill Hill, and will hold out as long as possible. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

G. C. MARSH, 

Colonel Twentieth Illinois Vols., Comdg. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., August 4, 1861. 
Gapt. W. E. Prince, Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 

The commandiug general directs that Montgomery’s force join Gen- 
eral Lyon’s command at Springfield, Mo., immediately. Send him this 
order by express. 

The commanding general directs that the force under Colonel Dodge 
at Council Bluffs be ordered to Saint Joseph forthwith. On their ar- 
rival at that point the commanding officer will report to these head- 
cpiarters for orders. 

J. G. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Indianapolis, August 4, 1861. 

Major-General FrLmont : 

Gan send five regiments, if leave is granted by the Department, as I 
am ordered to send them East as fast as ready. They are mostly river- 
men, and are well adapted to your expedition. They have been prom- 
ised rifles by the Department, which have not arrived as yet. What 
kind of guns will you give them, and where are they at? Will tele- 
graph the Department. 

O. P. MORTON. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 4, 1861. 

Hon. Montgomery Blair, Washington City: 

The governor of Indiana, in answer to my urgent request for troops, 
informed me by telegraph that he has five regiments ready, chiefly made 
up of river boatmen, but they are under orders for the East. He will ask 
for them to be kept on Western duty. They cannot be more urgently 
needed at any place than here, and I ask for them as immediately as 
the order can be given. Answer by telegraph. 

J. 0. ER^MONT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 



\ 



426 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. S. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

/Saint Louis , August 4, 1S61. 

Hon. Thomas A. Scott, 

Acting Secretary of War, Washington City : 

Seeing that the Secretary of War is absent from Washington, I tele- 
graphed to you to ask that the five Indiana regiments, now under 
orders for the East, may be sent at once to me for immediate duty in 
this State. Governor Morton joins me in this request. Nowhere can <* 
they be more urgently needed, and nowhere can the river boatmen, 
from whom they are largely recruited, be so useful to the cause. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Mexico , August 4, 1861. 

Oapt. John 0. Kelton: 

Captain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the 
general commanding the department, that by a simultaneous movement 
I shall to-night or to-morrow morning occupy in force the county seats 
of the nineteen counties lying east of the North Missouri Railroad and 
its proposed continuation north to the Iowa line. The three Iowa 
regiments have been instructed to move as follows: The cavalry regi- 
ment to Memphis, the county seat of Scotland County, and thence to 
Edina, the county seat of Knox, near which it is reported that a camp 
of 2,500 secessionists has been established ; one infantry regiment to 
march upon Edina direct from Keokuk; the other to come down to 
Canton, and thence to march upon Edina by way of Monticello. These 
three regiments will effect a junction to-night or to-morrow morning' at 
that point. Brigadier General Hurlbut is instructed to occupy Pal- 
myra, Shelby vilie, and Bloomington, the county seats of Marion, 
Shelby, and Macon. He has probably done so to day. Colonel Mar- 
shall, with. 500 infantry, 100 cavalry, and two pieces of hprse artillery 
moved from this place day before yesterday with the design of occupy- 
ing Paris, the county seat of Monroe, and thence upon New Loudon 
and Hannibal; Captain McNulta, with 100 cavalry, upon Bowling 
Green, the county seat of Pike County, from Montgomery City, on 
the line of North Missouri road. Captain Peck, Twenty-first Illinois 
Volunteers, with 300 infantry, from Warrenton, on this road, marched 
yesterday, and occupies to-day Troy, the county seat of Lincoln. Five 
companies of infantry, under Major Goddard, occupy Fulton, the 
county seat of Callaway County. Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, with 
400 hundred men, occupies Huntsville, seat of Randolph County, to-day. 
Macon City, the junction of Hannibal and Saint Joe road, is held by 
five companies of Sixteenth Illinois V olunteers ; and Sturgeon, on line 
of North Missouri road, by four companies of the Fourteenth. 

If these movements have been made promptly and vigorously, by to- 
morrow morning the forces will occupy all those points, and as no place 
of retreat for armed parties of secessionists will be left in all that region 
without the certainty of encountering some portion of the United States 
forces, it is expected that they will either be taken or dispersed. Ihe 
object of these movements was as much to put in operation the policy 
marked out in General Orders, No. 3, # from these headquarters , copies o f 

* See p. 417. 
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■which are inclosed, as with an expectation of finding any considerable 
force in arms against the United States. I inclose also copy of instruc- 
tions issued to officers in command of these various columns,* as also 
copy of a letter addressed to J. H. Sturgeon, esq.f These various papers 
will explain fully the policy I am pursuing and the reasons therefor. 
In addition to the reasons thus assigned, I have to say that, by pursuing 
the system of hunting put these guerrilla parties, the whole force under 
my command will be as much demoralized and as little fitted for active 
service in campaign as the marauding parties themselves. I am com- 
pelled to pursue some policy, however harsh, which will enable me to 
assemble my forces in a camp of instruction, that I may establish that 
discipline and habit of service essential to any efficiency in the field 
hereafter. Eaw troops such as these grow worse every day by this 
system of small detachments scattered over the country on police duty, 
and if it be pursued for two months, I shall have a mob and not an army 
to command. 

I have selected a point near Brookfield, on the Hannibal and Saint 
Joe Railroad, for a camp for all the forces under my command. Water is 
abundant and good, and the ground fine rolliug prairie, with timber at 
hand on both sides. I shall move to that point as soon as the quarter- 
master in Saint Louis can send forward transportation. It is my design 
in moving to that point to occupy in succession Columbia, Fayette, 
Glasgow, and Keytesville. 

I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

7 JEO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding in North Missouri. 


Executive Mansion, August 6, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General Scott : 

Dear Sir : By order of the President I yesterday sent a dispatch to 
General Fremont, asking him to report briefly the situation of affairs in 
the region of Cairo. The inclosed is his answer, which the President 
asks me to send you. 

Very respectfully, 

JEO. G. EICOLAY. 


[Inclosurc.] 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 6, 1861. 
John G. Eicolay, Private Secretary : 

Our position in that region good. Enemy very much superior in force. 
Eighteen thousand between Bird’s Point and New Madrid, under Pil- 
low and Jeff. Thompson. Strong in cavalry and artillery. We are re- 
enforcing and intrenching fronton, Cape Girardeau, and Bird’s Point. 
Eight of my arrival at Bird’s Point the enemy burned bridges of Fulton 
and Cairo Railroad. We are not losing a moment, but distressed by 
rawness of troops and want of arms. Shall I give detail of relative 
forces by telegraph H 

J. C. FREMOET. 



See pp. 421, 422. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., August 6, 1861. 


Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War , Washington City : 

Sir : I am desirous of placing a force of 3,000 men near tlie southern 
part of Hew Mexico, from which to threaten Arkansas and Texas. In 
operating in the Indian Territory and Arkansas we will be met and op- 
posed by a large force of Texans, now encamped near to San Antonio, 
unless we keep them idle by a force threatening them with attack. The 
northern central portion of Texas is loyal, but at this time is overawed 
by rangers. A force occupying El Paso, Tex., could be moved either 
upon San Antonio or into the Indian Territory, and thence into Ar- 
kansas. The rebels have a large number of troops scattered along the 
frontier, which our torce would threaten, and we would thus keep idle 
three times the number of our own troops. The force designed for El 
Paso should be drawn from the Pacific States, and should be composed 


largely of artillery and cavalry, and should be moved by steamer to 
Guaymas, and thence by land to its destination. I would therefore urge 
upon you the great necessity to the public service of having this brigade 
placed in motion at once from California to El Paso. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

j. c. frBmoht, 


Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters of the Army, 

Washington , August 0, 1861. 

Major-General ]^e:emont, IT. S. A., 

Commanding Western Department , Cairo : 

All the regular troops are ordered out of Hew Mexico. The first de- 
tachment will leave about the 15th instant. Volunteers raised in Hew 
Mexico are reported unreliable in defending the large amount of United 
States property there. These stores cannot be moved East. There is 
danger of their falling into the hands of the Texans, nevertheless the 
regulars must come away as ordered. At least two regiments of volun- 
teers, say from Kansas, should be sent without delay to Hew Mexico, 
with a competent officer for the immediate command of all the troops 
there. Confer with the governor of Kansas, and arrange for the safety 
of Hew Mexico as soon as practicable. 

WIHFIELD SCOTT. 


War Department, 
Washington , August 6, 1861. 
Major-General Fremont, Commanding , Saint Louis : 

Orders have been sent Governor Morton to forward five regiments to 
your department. Hoffmann’s battery of artillery, from Cincinnati, has 
been ordered to report to you for orders. 

THOMAS A. SCOTT, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., August G, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. John Pope, U. S. A., 

Commanding Worth Missouri District, Mexico, Mo. : 

Sir : The general directs that you send to this city immediately the 
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Twenty-first Illinois Regiments ; also Colo- 
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jiol Marshall’s regiment of Illinois cavalry. Colonel Marshall, with 
parts of his regiment and others, will he to-day at Hannibal. You are 
directed to use the utmost possible dispatch in carrying out the above 
orders. The quartermaster has been directed to furnish transportation. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

77 J. C. HELTON, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters United States Forces, 
Camp Fremont, Cape Girardeau , August 6 , 1801. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. FrEmont : 

Sir: After my dispatches to you yesterday, via Jonesborough, I pro- 
ceeded rapidly as possible, expecting momentarily to be attacked. 
Work was prosecuted industriously the entire night, and this morning 
X could have given them a warm reception. They seem, however, to 
have changed their minds, as my scouts of to-day report their advance as 
having fallen back to about 3 miles northwest of Lakeville, near Hick- 
ory Ridge. To-day the springs at Benton are being cleaned out, evi- 
dently with the intention of forming a camp there. By to-morrow 
(‘.veiling, if they will let me alone, with the ordnance you are sending, 
I can hold out against any probable force they may send, and will then 
proceed with fortifications, as originally designed. Men m good spirits. 
They labored hard and willingly. Major Kappner, o± your stall, as- 
sisted by Captain Eladd, were indefatigable in their exertions, lhe 
present appearance of the works of itself siieaks their capability. Will 
keep you constantly advised. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M A-ituiilj 

Col 20th III. Vols., Comdg. U. S. Forces at Cape Girardeau. 


Executive Mansion, August 7, 1861. 

Hon. Secretary of War : . 

My Dear Sir: The within paper, as you see, is by Hon. John b. 
Phelps and Hon. Frank P. Blair, jr., both members of the present Con- 
gress from Missouri. The object is to get up an efficient force ol Mis- 
sourians in the southwestern part of the State. It ought to be done, 
and Mr. Phelps ought to have general superintendence ol it. _ i see Dy a 
private report to me from the Department that eighteen regiments are 
already accepted from Missouri. Can it not be arranged that part ol 
them (not yet organized, as I understand) may be taken from the local- 
ity mentioned and put under the control of Mr. Phelps, and let him 
have discretion to accept them for a shorter term than three years or 
the war-understanding, however, that he will get them for the lull 
term if he can? I hope this can be done, because Mr. Phelps is too 
zealous and efficient and understands his ground too well for us to lose 
his service. Of course provision for arming, equipping, &c., must- be 
made. Mr. Phelps is here, and wishes to carry home with him author- 
ity for this matter. 

Yours, truly, 


A. LINCOLN. 
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[Inclosure, j 

House op Representatives, 

August 0, 1861. 

To the President : 

Sir : An invasion of the State of Missouri by troops under the com- 
mand of General McCulloch has taken place. Other invasions of that 
State are threatened by troops from the State of Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee. We recommend you receive into the service of the United States 
from the State of Missouri troops to serve for six months, to be employed 
in preserving peace and quiet in that State and to repel the threat- 
ened invasions, and also to remove the seat of war from among the peo- 
ple of that State to the southward ; to invade Arkansas, and to keep 
the Indians west of that State in subjection. 

If this suggestion shall be adopted, we recommend 5,000 stand of im- 
proved aims, in addition to those already sent to Missouri, be forthwith 
sent, with a proper supply of clothing, camp and tent equipage, ammu- 
nition, and means with which to obtain commissary and other quarter- 
master supplies, and also medical supplies, &c. Arms for cavalry and 
equipments should also be furnished for a battalion or regiment of 
mounted men to be raised in Southwest Missouri, in addition to the arms 
before mentioned. Arms will be needed when Arkansas shall be in- 
vaded to arm men of that State who are Union men, and willing to enter 
the military service of the United States. 

The munitions of war we have mentioned we think should be sent to 
Springfield, Mo., for use at that point and its vicinity. 

JOHN S. PHELPS. 

FEAUK P. BLAIE, Jr. 


August 8, 1861-~morning. 

Brigadier-General Grant, 

Charged with the Command of the Ironton Force ; 

A special train will be sent to take up your regiment to Jefferson 
Barracks this morning at 9 o’clock. You are directed to proceed with 
it to Pilot Knob, and take command of the force stationed there under 
Colonels Brown, Hecker, and Bland. You will find at the post an 
officer of Engineers, Major Kraut, engaged in laying out intrenchments, 
which you are requested to push forward with all possible rapidity, 
employing for this purpose whatever number of men Major Kraut may 
judge as practicable to use advantageously. It is intended to so 
strengthen the frontier as to make it tenable against any force likely 
to be brought against it, and to this end additional men and stores will 
be immediately sent forward. To aid in the works, two companies of 
the engineer regiments will be sent forward to-day, together with four 
heavy barbette guns. Uo lighter guns are at this moment disposable. 
Ko enemy is reported as advancing with the intention of turning your 
position and breaking up your communication with Saint Louis by 
destroying the railroads in your rear. You are to scour the country in 
advance as far as your means will allow, keeping a watchful eye upou 
the approach by Frederiektown, and informing yourself immediately 
of intended movements by employing reliable spies, agreeably to the 
instructions of yesterday’s date addressed to Col. B. Gratz Brown. 
You are to prepare for the contingency of a sudden movement with the 
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force under your command, holding meanwhile your position until 
further orders, and communicating daily with these headquarters. A 
locomotive has been placed at Ironton at the orders of the commanding 
officer of the post. Lieutenant-Colonel Kallmann is holding the road 
between Ironton and Saint Louis with a sufficient force, and you will 
direct him to withdraw the rolling stock of the road to this place in the 
event of an attack by a greatly superior force, and take such other fur- 
ther measures as your judgment may suggest. 

By order of Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont: 

J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters, 

No. 7. ) Ironton , ilfo., August 8, 1861. 

In pursuance of instructions from department headquarters, the un- 
dersigned hereby assumes command of the Military District of Ironton. 

Ool. B. Gratz Brown, who is relieved by this order, will hold himself 
in readiness to move to Saint Louis to-morrow with the portion of his 
regiment now here. On his arrival at Saint Louis lie will report to 
Major-General Fremont for orders. 

By order of IT. S. Grant, brigadier-general, commanding : 

M. S. HASIE, 

I J ost Adjutant. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , August 9, 1861. 
Hon. Montgomery Blair, Washington: 

My Dear Mr. Blair : The greater part of the old troops, especially 
the foreign element, is going out of service. The new levies are liter- 
ally the rawest ever got together. They are reported by the officers to 
be entirely unacquainted with the rudiments of military exercise. To 
bring them before the enemy in their present condition would be to 
have only an unmanageable mob. lean remedy this if lean be author- 
ized by the President and Secretary of War to collect throughout the 
States instructed men who have seen service. With them I could 
make a skeleton — meager enough, but still a frame-work — on which to 
form the army. This authority ought to be allowed, and the cost of 
transportation. Don’t lose time, but get it quick. I assure you it will 
require all we can do, and to do it in the best manner, to meet the 
enemy. 

1 ought to be supplied here with four or five millions of dollars, and 
the disbursing officers allowed to sell them at the ruling discount. All 
such equipments as I can procure abroad in much less time than I could 
get them here I ought to be allowed to send for. 

These are my suggestions. They are valuable. Pray act upon them ; 
and what you do do quick. It would subserve the public interest if 
Commander John Eodgers were removed and an officer directed to re- 
port to me to have command of the operations on the Mississippi. Show 
this to the President. 

The contest in the Mississippi Valley will be a severe one. We had 
best meet it in the face at once, and by so doing we can rout them. 
Who now serves the country quickly serves her twice. 

Yours, truly, 

J. 0. FBEMONT. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 9, 1861. 

My Dear Mr. Blair : I am told that a gentleman, a friend to our 
side, has gone on to Washington to offer some Kentucky regiments, I 
understand, to have them serve with me. Have them accepted, if you 
can, for me. I want to occupy the Mississippi River part of Kentucky, 
and would prefer to do it with Kentucky men. 

Major Hagner telegraphs Captain Callender (ordnance) that all my 
cavalry equipments and harness, arranged for with him in New York, 
have been ordered to Washington. I do not think this quite right. 

Yours, truly, 

J. c. FRHMONT, 

Major - General, Commanding. 


i Headquarters IJ. S. Forces, 

Ironton , Mo., August 9, 1861. 

Capt. John 0. Kelton, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Sir : Inclosed herewith please find consolidated report of the troops 
at this place as near as can he given at present.* I arrived here yes- 
terday, and assumed command, in pursuance of directions from Maj. 
Gen. J. C. Fremont. Since that time I have studied the nature of the 
ground it may become necessary for me to defend, the character of the 
troops, and the means, &e., to do it with. From all that I have yet 
learned from spies and loyally-disposed citizens, I. am led to believe that 
there is no force within 30 miles of us that entertain the least idea of 
attacking this position, unless it should be left so weak as to invite an 
attack. It is fortunate, too, if this is the case, for many of the officers 
seem to have so little command over their men, and military duty seems 
to be done so loosely, that I fear at present our resistance would be in 
the inverse ratio of the number of troops to resist with. In two days 
more, however, I expect to have a very different state of affairs and to 
improve it continuously. Spies are said to be seen every day within a 
few miles of our camp; marauding parties are infesting the country, 
pillaging Union men, within 10 miles of here. At present I can spare 
no force; in fact, have not suitable troops to drive these guerrillas 
out and afford to Union citizens of this place or neighborhood the pro- 
tection I feel they should have. Artillery and cavalry are much needed, 
and the quartermaster’s department is yet quite deficient. The number 
of teams would scarcely suffice for the use of this as a military post with- 
out making any forward movement, and the horses of those we have are 
many of them barefoot and without forage. I have taken steps to remedy 
those latter defects. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 
Ironton , Mo., August 10, 1861. 

Capt. John 0. Kelton, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : Since my report of yesterday no change has taken place in the 
strength or position of this command. No information has been re- 


Not found. 
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uoived to lead to tlie supposition that this place is in danger of an im- 
mediate attack. The enemy, however, reconnoiters to within a few 
miles of our picket guards, and I would therefore urgently recommend 
that cavalry and field artillery he sent here as early as they can he 
spared. From information received to-day, which I am disposed to 
think reliable, General Hardee is at Greenville, with 2,000 men and six 
or eight field pieces, with 1,000 more troops thrown forward to Stoney 
Battery, near Brunot. Of this force one-third is represented to be cav- 
alry, well mounted and equipped. This being a healthy location, I would 
recommend that one or two of the newly-organized regiments, say 
Smith’s, now at Jefferson Barracks, and some other one, he sent here 
for drill and discipline. This would enable me* to use the troops now 
here for scouting parties without calling upon the new volunteers for 
much service, that would take them from their drill. If equipments 
complete for one hundred mounted men could he spared, particularly 
the carbines and revolvers, they could he efficiently used here. The 
twenty -four mounted Home Guards now here are destitute of suitable 
arms, and are almost useless in consequence. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

1 

Saint Louis, August 10, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis: 

Dear Sir: At the present time the counties of Monroe, Ralls, Marion,, 
and Shelby are infested by bands of armed men, encamped in different 
places, and frequently changing their x>lace of encampment. It is be- 
lieved that at the present time a large majority of the people of Monroe 
and Ralls Counties favor secession. In Marion and Shelby the majority 
is not so large. I think the number in camp in these counties must be 
between 1,000 and 2,000, and such is the communication kept up be- 
tween them, that if they desired to concentrate a force at any point, I 
have no doubt they could bring out over 2,000 at short notice, includ- 
ing those who are usually at home at their work. In addition to the 
rifles and shot-guns of the country they have some muskets with bayo- 
nets; these are said to be about 400 in number. They also have two 
cannon, 6 and 0 pounders, made at Hannibal. It is said they have others,, 
taken from the Liberty Arsenal. I think they have others. 

These men are exceedingly bitter in their feelings of hostility, and 
have been led on until many of them are fit for any deed. Usually they 
are ignorant; they are fed on falsehood, and are encouraged in their 
course in the strong belief that Jackson is soon to reinstate himself as 
governor of the State. To this the defeat at Manassas anti the invasion 
of the State from the South, aided by false statements, such as that 
Bird’s Point has been taken and that Lyon and Sigel have been cut up, 
give great encouragement. 

It must be confessed that there have been many aggravating causes 
to produce this state of things. You already know the many depreda- 
tions committed by the soldiery. Perhaps this has not been the worst. 

Frightful stories as to what the soldiers would do if they came into the 
State preceded them on their approach to a place. Many were ready 
to run from fright. It occurred to my knowledge in a good many cases 
where men thus ran and did not obey the order to halt — which very 
28 R R— vol hi 
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likelv tliev did not understand if they heard— they were fired upon, 
not single shots, but volleys, in the presence but without the command 
of officers. Whether any were killed m this way I do not know. It 
has been reported to me that soldiers have repeatedly fired from ti a ins 
at quiet, peaceable citizens. 1 believe this, though I have not seen it. 
Yerv many have been arrested without any cause, except that they 
were reported secessionists, and not only this, but indignities have been 
nut upon them, such as requiring them to “mark time” dig ditches, 
and sink-holes for filth. The present week, Mr. McAfee, speaker of: the 
last house of representatives, was arrested and requited by Gen c i al 
Hurlbut to dig trenches in the hot sun, as I was told, all day. Hurllmt 
himself told me he set him at it. McAfee is no doubt a very bad and 
dangerous man : still it was admitted that it wus very doubtful it any 
charge could be maintained against him. If he is now let go for want 
of cause to hold him, I tear he will be able to do us much more hurt 

than heretofore. ' 

How, sir, when these facts, which are had enough, are greatly exag- 
gerated by crafty men, they have led many, especially young men, into 
a bad cause from really noble and generous impulses. When once they 
are in, and have committed the overt act, it is hard to get them out. 
These things have tended greatly to weaken the Union cause, and in 
the State where I am acquainted there are far less Union men than two 


mouths since. 

Many timid Union men, who have seen secessionists grow more numer- 
ous, hold, and threatening, have thought they would succeed. Many 
such, who can, have left the State or are intending to leave it, while 
perhaps a larger number think it is of no use to struggle against it, 
and bow to the storm. I have dwelt at length on the condition of 
things and the causes, that you may know better how to adapt the 
remedy. 

Complaint is made by officers that they cannot get information. It 
is well known that the wrath of an unscrupulous foe falls on the head 
of an informer, and there never has been, and is not to-day, any adequate 
protection for such men. Few are hold enough to take the position. 

You no doubt desire to retain all your present friends if possible, 
and strengthen their hands, while you weaken the enemy, and give 
them the least possible just occasion to complain. I think if an arrange- 
ment could be made to pay for the destruction and loss wantonly and 
unlawfully done by the soldiery, it would go far to place the Government 
right before the public mind. The Government is now industriously 
made responsible for these abuses. Then, if persons should be exempt 
from arrest for their opinions, for the same reason should not their 
property be protected also ? Yet it is the published purpose of General 
Pope to hold communities responsible for acts of violence committed 
among them. This might do in a foreign country, but I do not think it 
can be done here, without alienating friends and making the feeling still 
more bitter on the part of the enemies. The present plan of appointing 
leading secessionists to look after and protect the railroads works in 
this way : They are authorized to call out who and as many as they 
please at all times. They use this to order out the Union men, to their 
great annoyance, intending, no doubt, if they fail fully to respond, to 
report them, and as far as possible have them held responsible for any 
damage. It is already creating great dissatisfaction. The principle of 
holding peaceable, quiet men responsible in a military contribution for 
damages done by lawless and violent men is one which can never meet 
with favor in the popular mind. It is said these roving bands cannot 
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be reached, but well-informed men in the country think differently. A 
suitable mounted force would be required, and it can be done. At least 
their cannon can be taken, and they are a £t tower of strength ” to them 
in their moral effect on the community. 

You may consider much that I have written impertinent. I can only 
say 1 have not so intended it. I have felt that in the multitude of your 
cares there were many facts of which you were not aware. The work 
to be done in Missouri I consider far more delicate and difficult to do 
well than if it were a State in open hostility to the Government. I shall 
call attention to a few points on our road, and I have done. At Hanni- 
bal are all our repair shops and a large part of our engines and rolling 
stock. If these were destroyed it would greatly cripple the road. The 
destruction of the South Eiver Bridge, between Hannibal and Palmyra, 
would cut us off from there and produce nearly the same effect. This 
bridge is one-fourth of a mile long and sixty feet high. The bridges at 
Chariton and Grand Eiver are important, and would seriously embarrass 
the operations of the road if they were destroyed. Ho other bridge 
would delay trains more than a few days if destroyed. 1 think these 
bridges and Hannibal should be guarded. There are especial reasons 
for an attack on Hannibal. I am confident the rebels can bring a force 
of 2,000 men if they choose. There are only between 300 and 400 Home 
Guards to protect it. If attacked, we are determined to whip the enemy, 
but it is not prudent, as it is the key to the whole route, and it must be 
the only reliable route for communication and transportation to all the 
country west from now until next spring. 

Begging pardon for this trespass on your time, I am, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, 

J. T. K. HAYWAED. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Saint Louis , August 10, 1861. 
Col. Cyrus Bussey, Commanding Regiment Ioioa Cavalry : 

Sir : I inclose herewith copies of printed order to regulate the policy 
to be pursued by any forces serving in the District of North Missouri. 
You will please concentrate your regiment as rapidly as possible, with 
such arms for their use as you can in any way procure. Bo soon as 
they are thus concentrated you will enter the State of Missouri with 
your whole force, and march slowly through the several counties of 
Clarke, Lewis, Scotland, Adair, and Shelby, occupying in turn the 
county seats of each long enough to restore peace and to appoint the 
committees of public safety specified in the order. These committees 
will consist of not less than live persons, three if possible to be seces- 
sionists and men of property and standing. You will notify each of his 
appointment by official letter, and receive no excuse from any of them 
against serving. You will read and carefully explain to them the spe- 
cial order and the responsibilities they as well as their people incur 
under it, and impress upon them the certainty of the immediate execu- 
tion of every penalty specified for breach of the peace among them. 
Make public their names everywhere and report them to me. Distribute 
the printed order along the line of march, calling the special attention 
of the people to it. 

If armed bodies of men are authentically reported to you, march upon 
and disperse them, sending all prisoners taken in arms to this place for 
trial. Assume the command of all the Home Guards or other armed 
bodies serving in your region on the behalf of the United States or for 
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the protection of Union citizens of that section. Furnish me at once 
with a return of all such forces, showing- their number, station, place of 
enrollment, equipment, and the authority under which they are acting. 
Leave a confidential person at Keokuk to communicate every day with 
me bv telegraph, giving me all information pertaining to your opera- 
tions, the state of your command, and of the country you are operating 
in. Communicate with the commanding officer along the line of Han- 
nibal and Saint Joseph road, and comply with any instructions he may 

give you for concerted action. B , 

A brigadier-general in the United States service will be sent to that 
region of country, under whose command you will place yourself and 
all your forces, as well as the Home Guards. U ntil his arrival you will 
yourself exercise this command. I wish you always to bear in mind 
that it is my purpose to enlist the entire agency of the secessionists m 
the preservation of peace among themselves and their neighbors, undei 
the severe penalties prescribed. I call your particular attention to 
Special Orders, No. 9, herewith inclosed.* 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1 JJNO. PUPJii, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding in North Missouri . 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 11, 1801. 

To Colonel Schaefer, . Tr 7 

Commanding Second Regiment Missouri Volunteers : 

Sir* Information has past reached this department that this morning 
a force of cavalry about' 150 strong took possession of Potosi. A tram 
of cars will be immediately sent to Jefferson Barracks, upon which you 
will forthwith proceed with your regiment to Mineral Point, on the Iron 
Mountain Railroad, and from that place you will, either by railroad or 
on foot, as may seem to you most expedient, but using all possible pre- 
caution, advance upon and retake Potosi, and hold it at all hazards, 
endeavoring, if possible, to take prisoners. Orders have been given to 
replace immediately the Home Guards under Colonel Kallmann, hitherto 
stationed on ttot railroad. j a FEfiM0N T, 

Maior- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Col. J. McNeil, 77. 8. Reserve Corps, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: Inasmuch as the term of the several regiments of the U. S. Re- 
serve Corps in Saint Louis has expired, or in a lew days will expire, 
and the men be paid off, and as the present state of political affairs in 
Missouri, as well as the movements and designs of the enemy, will not 
permit their being permanently disbanded, I have determined, m order 
to promote the common welfare and protect public and private property , 
to have them forthwith reorganized. . A . ... 

The new organization will comprise five regiments of infantry, with 
a reserve of two companies to each ; two squadrons of cavalry j and two 

batteries of light artillery. .. 

' ~ *Not found. 



437 


Giiai>. X.l CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 

The troops will be required to enlist for the war, unless sooner dis- 
charged, and will, except the reserve companies, be subject to the same 
regulations and receive continuously the same pay as the volunteer reg- 
iments. The reserve companies will be required to replace the Home 
Guard regiments should the latter for any cause be called to other 
comities of this State, and will receive the regular pay of volunteers for 
such actual service. When not in service the reserve companies will 
be under more liberal regulations ; they will not be obliged to perforin 
guard duty, and their hours of drilling will, so far as possible, be made 
to conform to their peculiar public and private position. 

In order to acocomplish without delay this urgent reorganization of 
the Home Guard of the city of Saint Louis, you are hereby directed to 
assemble your regiment at its headquarters, and ascertain from each 
man under your command whether he would prefer to continue in the 
regiment or to join the cavalry or artillery, or serve only in the reserve 
for the above-mentioned peculiar emergencies. After ascertaining in 
this way the wishes of the men, you will proceed immediately to the re- 
organization of the infantry regiments. The companies will, in the first 
place, elect their company officers, who will thereupon nominate their 
field officers, and submit their names for approval to the general com- 
manding tlie department. The colonels, when accepted, will nominate 
a brigadier, and submit his name in like manner for approval. After 
his appointment a brigade-inspector will be selected by the general com- 
manding. The officers of the regiment having been decided upon, the 
reorganization of the regiment, and, if possible, also that of the reserve 
companies, should be immediately completed, and the returns submitted 

to this department. . 

You will communicate this order to all the members of your regiment,^ 
and proceed with the execution of it until the election and approval of 
a colonel, who will, immediately after his appointment, report himself, 
with his officers, to these headquarters, when the regiment will he uni- 
formed, armed, equipped, and provided with everything necessary tor 
actual service, and at the same time with special instructions tor drill 
and discipline. 

The rolls of those men who should prefer to jomthe cavalry or artii- 
lerv you will also submit as early as possible, wiih the officers suggested, 
to ' these headquarters. Should any deficiency exist, this department 
will supply all the different companies with efficient officers and com- 
plete their organization. _ 

As it is my design to have in each regiment one company ot sharp- 
shooters and one company of pioneers, all the best marksmen should be 
concentrated in one company and all the best mechanics in another, 
under officers best adapted to the command of those companies. 

J. 0. FKEMOHT, 
Major-General ,• Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 12, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Grant, Commanding at Ironton : 

You are hereby directed, for the purpose of keeping both your flanks 
open and retaining control over the whole neighborhood of your posi- 
tion, to send one column to Centreville and auother to Fiedenektown, 
of both which places you will take possession. At the same time you 
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are required to send out, with all necessary precaution, a moving column 
oil the road to Greenville, whose duty it will be to ascertain the enemy’s 
forces, movements, and intentions. A report having reached this de- 
partment that Potosi had been captured by a force of the enemy’s cav- 
alry, I yesterday ordered Colonel Schaefer, with his regiment, strength- 
ened by two companies of Illinois troops and fifty Illinois cavalry, to 
retake and hold that place. 

After the occupation of Potosi, Colonel Schaefer is directed to report 
to you and to make the proper disposition for the protection of the rail- 
road and bridges. 

Major Kraut, at present in Ironton, will be ordered to this city for the 
purpose of erecting fortifications here. His place will be supplied by 
First Lieut. William Hoelcke, of the Engineer Corps, who will be in- 
structed, immediately upon his arrival, to report himself to you and to 
carry on and complete the work commenced by Major Kraut. 

J. C. FRl^MOFT, 

Major- General , Commanding . 


Headquarters H. S. Forces, 

Ironton , Mo., August 12, 1861. 
Capt. John C. Kelton, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Since my report of yesterday my scouts have returned from towards 
Brunot, having penetrated as far south as a point occupied by the 
enemy’s most advanced pickets the night before. All had leftj and 
from the best information received two forces are moving, one as if to 
come in upon the railroad from the west, the other from the east. Ma- 
rauding bands are still reported on the road from Potosi to Caledonia 
and farther south. To-morrow I shall have a party in pursuit of them. 
Yesterday quite a party of horsemen were 7 miles south of here on a 
road west of the one leading to Brunot, but could not be found this 
morning. Without cavalry it is impossible to pursue these bands with 
any prospect of overtaking them, and with the amount of picket guard, 
fatigue, and other duty that must necessarily be performed, it is difficult 
to spare men for these scouting parties. To-day my guard detained the 
mail coining in, and I have stopped the delivery of letters to a few sus- 
pected persons, and the forwarding six packages of letters, as follows: 
Four to points in Arkansas and Memphis, via Little Rock, and one to 
Brunot. These will be detained, awaiting the decision of the depart- 
ment commander thereon. I am entirely without orders for my guidance 
in matters like the above, and without recent acts of Congress which 
bear upon them. 

I would respectfully urge the necessity of forwarding to this point, 
say, forty complete teams. About one hundred good and 'well-broken 
mules, now in use about the furnaces, can be purchased here ; also har- 
ness and some good wagons. 

U. S. GIIAKT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 
Ironton , Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Maj. W. E. McMackin, 

Commanding Expedition to Potosi , Mo. : 

Sir : Press into service as many teams as you want from secessionists 
who will be pointed out by Union men of character, and march up by 
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way of Caledonia to this place. Bring with you as guide Mr. J. O. 
Sawyer, the hearer of this, and any one of the Home Guards you may 
choose. They will he sent home by rail. You will do all you can to 
capture the party of rebels who are infesting the country through which 
you pass, hut be careful about crediting reports you receive from citi- 
zens. When it is necessary to get provisions tor your men, you will 
take them from active secessionists, if practicable ; if not practicable, 
from Union or law-abiding citizens, giving an order on the post com- 
missary here for the pay. Compel persons whose teams you press to 
send teamsters to take the teams back. You have my private instruc- 
tions how to conduct this pressing business so as to make it as little 
offensive as possible. Order the train taking Mr. Sawyer to return to 
this place immediately. 

IT. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, August 13, 1801. 


Secretary or War: 


General Lyon’s aide reports engagement, with severe loss on both 
sides: General Lyon killed; Colonel Sigel, in command, retiring in 
good 'order from Springfield toward Eolla. Let the governor of Ohio 
be ordered forthwith to send me what disposable force he has ; also 
governors of Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin. Order the utmost 
promptitude. The German (Groesbeck’s) Thirty-ninth Regiment, at 
Camp Dennison, might be telegraphed directly here. We are badly in 
want of field artillery, and to this time very few of our small-arms have 


arrived. 


J. C. FREMONT, 

General. 


War Department, 

August 13, 1861. 

His Excellency Gov. William Dennison, Columbus , Ohio : 

Send the Groesbeck (Thirty-ninth) Regiment and all other available 
force to General Fremont without a moment’s delay. Give him full 
supply of field artillery and small-arms. Advise this Department of 

your action. _ 

SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 


War Department, 

August 13, 1861. 

His Excellency Gov. O. P. Morton, Indianapolis , Ind. : 

Send all the organized and available force to General Fremont with- 
out delay. Give him full supply of field artillery and small-arms. The 
utmost promptitude is desired. Advise this Department of your action. 
1 SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 

[Same to Governor Randall, Wisconsin, and Governor Yates, Hli- 
nois.J 
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Saint Louis, August 13, 1861. 

Colonel Lauman [Seventh Iowa ] : 

Sir: You are hereby ordered to proceed by railroad forthwith, to 
Eolla, to re-enforce and support Brigadier-General Sigel, with five other 
regiments ordered there. As it is apprehended that the rebels under 
Hardee will threaten Eolla from Salem, and endeavor to cut oft' General 
Sigel’s communication with Saint Louis, that place (Eolla) is to be held 
at all hazards. 

The command will be assumed by the senior colonel, who will report 
at once to this department. 

J. C. FEEMOFT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

[The same, mutatis mutandis , to the colonels of the Thirteenth, Four- 
teenth, and Fifteenth Illinois and Second and Seventh Missouri Eegi- 
ments of Infantry.] 


Headquarters Western Department, 

August 13, 1861. 

The President oe the United States: 

Will the President read my urgent dispatch to the Secretary of 
War f 

J. C. FEEMOET, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

August 13, 1861. 

Hon. Montgomery Blair, Washington City : 

See instantly my dispatch to the Secretary of War. My judgment is 
that some regiments with arms in their hands, and some field artillery 
ready for use, with arms and ammunition, ought to be expressed to this 
point. The report of the action comes from General Lyon’s aide, Major 
Farrar. If true, you have no time to lose. 

J. C. FElSMOYT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Ironton , Mo., August 13, 1861. 

Capt. John C. Kelton, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., TJ. S. Army , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

I have reliable evidence that about 3,000 troops, mostly mounted, 
but badly armed, staid near Fredericktown last night, and expressed 
the intention of moving to-day toward Farmington, with the intention 
of coming in and destroying the railroad. At 'the same time it is very 
reliable that 5,000 well-armed men, under General Hardee, are advanc- 
ing upon this place. I express you the facts, and leave it to the general 
commanding whether in his judgment more troops should not be sent. 
1 have to report at the same time that 32-pounder iron pieces sent here 
are not yet mounted, and I fear cannot be to-morrow. Could a battery 
of field artillery and one regiment of infantry be sent here to-morrow 
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I would feel that this point would be secure beyond any present con- 
tingency. 

My impression, from the facts before me, is that if attacked at all, it 
will bo on Thursday, possibly Wednesday. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TJ. S. GRANT, _ 
Brigadier -General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , August 14, 1861. 
The President oe the United States: 

General Grant, commanding at Ironton, attacked yesterday at 6 by a 
force, reported at 13,000. Railroad seized by the enemy at Big River 
Bridge, on this side of Ironton. The governor of Ohio postponed my 
urgent request for aid until ordered by you. Will you issue peremptory 
orders to him and other governors to send me instantly any disposable 
troops and arms ? An artillery company of regulars at Cincinnati, 
which has been there three mouths. I have applied for it repeatedly. 
The enemy is in overpowering force, and we are very weak in men and 
arms. We have neglected nothing, and will do all that is possible, but 
not one moment should be lost in giving us any possible aid in fixed 
artillery and men with arms in their hands. A little immediate relief 
in good material might prevent great sacrifices. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


War Department, 
Washington, August 14, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, 

Comdg. Deft of the West , Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir : Your letter of the 9th instant to the Hon. Montgomery Blair 
has been submitted to me by him. With a view to place the new 
troops under your command in a state of efficiency tor active service 
in the shortest possible time, you are authorized to carry into effect 
your suggestion of accepting the services of instructed officers and 
men who have seen service to form the skeleton or frame-work for the 
organization of your forces. Let the captains of companies thus begun 
procure transportation from the railroad companies, and give their 
receipts to the road as vouchers. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 


War Department, 
Washington , August 14, 1861. 

General Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Your message to President received. 

Positive order was given yesterday to Governor Dennison and to the 
governors of Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin, to send all their organized, 
forces, with full supply of artillery and small-arms. 
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Governor Dennison replies that Groesbeck’s regiment will be promptly 
forwarded. 

SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 


PROCLAMATION. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , ilfo., August 14, 1861. 

I hereby declare and establish martial law in the city and county of 
Saint Louis. Maj. J. McKinstry, U. S. Army, is appointed provost- 
marshal. All orders and regulations issued by him will be respected 
and obeyed accordingly. 

J. 0. ERE MONT, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, August 14, 18G1. 

Colonel Thayer [First Nebraska] : 

Sir : You are directed to proceed with your regiment, in company 
■with that of Colonel Laiunan, immediately by extra train, on the Iron 
Mountain Railroad, to lronton. Colonel Holinfm will inform you of 
the movements of the enemy and the points on the railroad where pro- 
tection is now needed, and you will adopt such measures as may be 
necessary to keep communication open and frustrate their intentions. 
With all your troops not left behind for such purposes you will report 
at lronton to Brigadier-General Grant, commanding at that place. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

P. S. — Lieutenant Riemann will report to you with two C-pounder 
guns, and proceed with you to lronton. 

By order of Major-General Fremont: 

I. C. WOODS, Secretary. 


Headquarters IT. S. Forces, 

lronton , ilfo., August 14, 1861. 
Capt. John C. Helton, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir: Since my report of yesterday two spies have come in, and report 
the position of the enemy about the same as yesterday. Two companies 
sent from here yesterday morning traveled northwest to Caledonia, 
meeting there three companies from Potosi ; found all quiet, as infantry 
must necessarily do, unless they fall in with an overwhelming party. 
With the troops from Potosi is one company of Colonel Schaefer’s regi- 
ment, which I have ordered to Saint Louis by to-morrow’s train, under- 
standing that Colonel Schaefer had been ordered there. To-night I 
have sent out towards Fredericktown Colonel Hecker, with all of his 
regiment not otherwise on duty. 

I will call your attention again to the fact that there is no field artil- 
lery or cavalry at this post. Both are much needed, especially if effect- 
ive movements are to be made from here. There are three 24-pouuder 
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pieces, four 32-pounders, and one 6-pounder brass piece, without a lim- 
ber. Ammunition sufficient for not exceeding thirty minutes’ steady 
firing. Heavy ordnance can be of no special service here, for there is 
no point scarcely where point-blank range of a 6-pounder can be got. 

To-day, supposing an attack possible, I had eleven teams, belonging 
to the Pilot Knob Iron Company, drawn into service, giving a receipt for 
them. The command was directed to make storehouses of the wagons 
for their provisions, so that, in case of a move to the support of our 
pickets becoming necessary, supplies could be moved to them without 
delay. Every move of the enemy seems to evince a determination to 
fall upon the railroad at some point north at the same time an attack is 
made here. I am not fully persuaded that an attack will be made here 
for the present, but hold my command ready to make the best resistance 
possible with the means at hand. 

The engineer ordered here to relieve Major Kraut has not yet arrived, 
and, under the instructions from General Fremont, I do not understand 
that Major Kraut is to be relieved until his successor does arrive. I 
understand that equipments for 100 horses are here, but the fact was 
never reported to me officially. 

I should have stated in the proper connection that I have no artil- 
lerists, nor officer suitable to take command of a company to drill them 
as such. I would respectfully recommend the appointment of an ord- 
nance sergeant for this post. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


War Department, 
Washington , August 15, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Saint Louis : 

Been answering your messages ever since day before yesterday. Do 
you receive the answers'? The War Department has notified all the 
governors you designated to forward all. available force, and so tele- 
graphed you. Have you received these messages? Answer immedi- 
atelv . 

A. LINCOLN. 


Saint Louis, August 15, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss : 

Sir : Four regiments of your command have been ordered to leave 
Bird’s Point by steamboats and disembark at Sulphur Springs, where 
they will await orders. You are therefore directed to repair to-morrow 
morning by railroad to that place, and with these troops, taking the 
cars of the Iron Mountain Railroad, proceed to Ironton. You will as- 
sume command of the whole force stationed at that place, and will at 
first secure communication from Saint Louis to Ironton and Potosi, on, 
the Iron Mountain Railroad, from all danger of interruption, by strong 
guard at all the bridges and assailable points. Alter the accomplish- 
ment of this you will proceed to Fredericktown and to Centreville, take 
possession of those places, attacking and dislodging the enemy should 
they be encamped there as reported, and secure those positions by a 
force sufficiently strong. You will then open communication with Saint 
Genevieve and Cape Girardeau, and keep the same open by constant 
scouting parties. You will also make reconnaissances in the direction 
of Greenville. 
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Tlie general commanding expects frequent reports in relation to your 
own proceedings, as well as of the strength and movements of the enemy. 

J. O. F Rtf MONT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


Head quarter s , 
Ironton , Mo., August 15, 1861. 

Oapt. John 0. Kelton, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Sir : I have to-day to note the arrival of two regiments of infantry — 
Colonel Laminin, Seventh Iowa Regiment, and Colonel Thayer, First 
Nebraska Regiment. I have also ordered the Twenty-first Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers, under Colonel Alexander, forward upon the Green- 
ville road, and Col. Frederick Becker, Twenty-fourth Illinois Volun- 
teers, upon the Fredericktown road, taking five days’ rations, with 
instructions to form a conjunction at Brunot. I expect to follow to- 
morrow with artillery, should any arrive, a few companies of infantry, 
and more provisions) if means of transportation can be procured ; other- 
wise I shall send teams back from Brunot or Greenville for additional 


rations. 

I purchased to-day sixteen wagons and sixty-eight mules, subject to 
the approval of Major-General Fremont. These teams are well adapted 
for our use — more suitable and more efficient than those which we have 
heretofore employed or found in the service of this command. I shall 
to-morrow purchase five more wagons and twenty mules on the same 
terms. The teams which I have conditionally purchased have been for 
some time in the service of the Government without charge if now pur- 
chased; otherwise to receive compensation. 

Requisitions were made upon Quartermaster McKinstry some days 
since for camp equipage, &o., but as yet I have received nothing. At 
this time I have not a, single tent for my headquarters, nor is there any 
stationery in the quartermaster’s department. 

Several prisoners now in my charge I shall at the earliest convenience 
send to the arsenal, with charges accompanying. 

Since writing the above a messenger has come in from a spy I have 
out, who reports the rebel force much greater than has heretofore been 
represented— from 25,000 to 30,000. The spy mentioned is an officer in 
disguise. From representations made by the messenger, the informa- 
tion which has caused them to retreat was obtained from a preacher of 
this place, who managed to get out of camp, and is now hack again, 
without a pass. I have ordered his arrest, and will have him sent to 
Saint Louis if caught. 

I shall move with the detachments of my command, viz, the Twenty- 
first and Twenty-fourth Illinois Regiments, towards Brunot, subject 
to any order from your department, and will report as often as prac- 
ticable. 


XT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Ironton, Mo., August 16, 1861. 

Oapt. John O. Keeton, 

Asst. A djt. Gen., IT. S. Army , Saint Louis, Mo.: 

Sir: I have just received a message from one of my spies, stating 
tliai last, night the rebels returned to the ground retreated from by them 
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the day before. The party returned to Fredericktown number from 
1,200 to 1,500, and will have a column sent out by me upon them by 12 
o’clock probably to-day. It is just time for the cars to leave, which 
precludes the possibility of my reporting more fully. 

Bespectfully, &c., 

TT. S. GRANT, _ ' 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Ironton, Mo., August 10, 1861. 

Ool. P. E. Bland, Sixth Missouri Volunteers : 

Sir : As soon as the wagon train is all up you may move with your 
command to the first convenient place for halting overnight. In the 
morning move cautiously on to about 10 or 12 miles from here, and 
await orders from me. 

Permit no pressing of horses or other property by your command. 
The policy meets with my decided disapproval, and must be suppressed. 
1 IJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


t Headquarters, 

Ir onion , Mo., August 16, 1861. 
Ool. J. W. S. Alexander, Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers: 

Sir : To-morrow morning reconnoiter the ground in advance of you 
as far as Marble Creek. There make a halt for further orders, unless 
you should have such information as would make it an undoubted good 
move to depart from these instructions. Since you left I have learned 
that Hardee has returned to his position at Greenville, and is much 
stronger than has been heretofore supposed. Colonel Hecker lias been 
instructed to join you at Marble Creek, if a practicable road is lobe 
found across. Five companies will leave here to-night following you, 
and, in case of necessity, can re-enforce you by a forced march. 

IJ. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters IJ. S. Forces, 

Ironton , Mo., August 16, 1861. 

Capt. John C. Kelton, Saint .Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: I send this evening three companies of the Ninth Missouri Regi- 
ment to Saint Louis, in accordance with instructions just received. The 
late hour of receiving the order, and the distance to the railroad depot, 
precludes the possibility of sending their baggage to-night, lhat will 
follow in the morning, however. I have now one regiment ot troops 12 
miles from here, on the Greenville road, and eight companies at or near 
Fredericktown. This last is a key-point to the railroad north from here, 
and should be held. To-night four companies move from here towards 
the position occupied on tire Greenville road. 

IJ. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Leavenworth, Kans., August 10, 1S61. 


Major-General Fremont, 

Commanding Western Department: 


Sir : Inclosed find the report showing our weakness. To-day I move 
upon Fort Scott, to stay the advance of the enemy into Kansas, and pro- 
tect a large train turned hack upon that point after the retreat of Gen- 
eral Sigel. I hope to concentrate hy Monday some 1,700 troops at that 
point, to fortify and to call on the people of that portion of Kansas to 
rally upon us. We should be re-enforced at the earliest possible moment 
with not less than three regiments. We should be supplied with artil- 
lery and small-arms, horse equipments, &c. Kansas is destitute. I 
have a thousand horses now arriving and eager men to mount them, but 


without arms or equipments. 

Our men are without uniforms, blankets, or shoes. The Government 
promised to supply us, but as yet have failed. With supplies, when 
Sigel advances, I trust to operate upon the flank of the enemy to some 


purpose. 

Let me hear from you at length. I send this by Hon. M. F. Conway 
and Mr. Coffin, superintendent of Indian affairs, who will more fully 
post you. 

Yours, truly, 

J. H. LAKE. 


[Inolosures.l 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans ., August 15, 1801. 
General J. H. Lane, Leavenieorth City: 

General: Captain Blanton is getting his arms while I pen this. 
Colonel Leonard has called upon me, and states that he is just from 
Fort Scott, where the large Government train intended for Lyon’s 
column has arrived and unloaded. The news of Lyon’s battle had 
reached that place, and if, as admitted, Lyon’s column has fallen back 
upon Rolla, it is of the utmost importance that the whole of Weer’s 
regiment proceed by forced marches upon Fort Scott. If you concur 
with me in this measure, please inform me at the earliest possible 
moment. I propose to send the regiment, with sufficient rations to 
supply them ep route, and follow up their movement with additional 
supplies. 

Respectfully, 

W. E. PRIKOE, 
Captain , 77. 8. Army , Commanding. 

Leavenworth, Kans., August 15, 1861. 

Captain Prince: 

I do fully concur that all the force we have should be concentrated at 
Fort Scott at the earliest possible moment and should fortify strongly, 
as also that Blanton should be removed to Humboldt, and fortify that 
point. I will direct an engineer to both points to mark out and super- 
intend the fortification. 

Yours, truly, 


J. H. LAKE. 
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Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 
Leavenworth, Kans ., August 17, 1861. 
Major-General Fremont, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : The general and his staff will leave at 5 o’clock this evening for 
Fort Scott, at which point communications for headquarters will here- 
after be received. The Third Begiment, under Colonel Montgomery, is 
on route , by forced marches, for Fort Scott. Colonels Weer and Johnson, 
respectively, of the Fourth and Fifth, are under orders to march, and 
will leave to-night for Fort Scott. The whole force, when concentrated 
at Fort Scott, will number upwards of 2,000 men of all arms, with no 
artillery save two pieces — a 6-pounder howitzer and a 12-pounder moun- 
tain howitzer. A concise brigade report will be forwarded to you soon 
after reaching Fort Scott. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. H. LAKE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade, 
By MARCUS J. PARROTT, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters District North Missouri, 

Saint Louis, August 17, 1861. 
Capt. John 0. Kelton, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

Captain: In compliance with directions from the general com- 
manding the department, I have the honor to submit the following 
brief remarks concerning the condition of the district under my com- 
mand: 

In consequence of the firing on the trains of the Hannibal and Saint 
Joseph road, General Ilurlbut, with 600 men and two pieces of artillery, 
has been occupying Marion County for the past ten days, and enforcing 
the provisions of General Orders, No. 3, from these headquarters, which 
requires the inhabitants to furnish quarters, subsistence, and transpor- 
tation in case of difficulties of the kind. The effect has been complete, 
and in compliance with solemn pledges on the part of the citizens, pre- 
sented by a delegation sent to me, they were yesterday relieved from 
the penalty. The force under Martin Green has been driven into the 
northern part of Adair County. Colonels Moore and Bussey from the 
east, and 550 men and two pieces of artillery from the south, are mov- 
ing upon him, and will probably unite to-day in the immediate vicinity 
of his camp. No doubt his forces will disperse, as has been usual. No 
surprises are possible in a country where all the inhabitants are willing 
to warn, if not to assist, such parties. With these exceptions all is quiet 
in North Missouri, as reported to me by the committees of public safety 
appointed in conformity to General Orders, No. 3. That order seems to 
have united all responsible persons who have anything to lose in efforts 
to preserve the peace, and they have organized for that purpose. If 
any skirmishing is done, it will be done by the people themselves, who 
are abundantly able to protect themselves, and who have a motive to 
do so which they had not before. Of course they wish troops sent to 
do this service, as it will save them the necessity of personal exertion, 
but 1 think it best that they should do the work themselves where it 
can be done. 

Both railroads are undisturbed since the penalty inflicted in Marion 
County. Of course there is much excitement and uneasiness among 
the people since the affair at Springfield, but I think from the best 
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information I can get that it will result in no disturbance of moment. 
I have ordered all the forces in and near Jefferson City to concentrate 
at some strong point in the town or immediate vicinity, and shall order 
Colonel Worthington’s Iowa regiment, after visiting Booneville, Glas- 
gow, Lexington, and Brunswick, to return and take position also at' 
Jefferson City. I transmit a letter from General T. L. Price, bearing 
on this subject.* 

Authentic intelligence from Booneville represents everything quiet 
and no fear of a disturbance. I have encouraged the formation of 
Home Guards to act under the orders of the commanders of the 
1J. S. troops at every point occupied by them, but have given them 
no encouragement as to being armed, equipped, or rationed by Gov- 
ernment, except such as have been authorized by the general com- 
manding the department. I have the honor to request to be furnished 
with the names, place of residence, and forces authorized to be thus 
raised within my district. Humors and exaggerated stories are current, 
but after as full information as can be procured by letters and reports, 
I think North Missouri can be left as it stands without apprehension of 
serious disturbance. 

If consistent with the views of the general commanding, I would be 
glad if two companies of Marshall’s cavalry and a section of Davidson’s 
artillery, now at Jefferson Barracks, could be placed at my disposal for 
temporary service of six or eight days. 

I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Ironton , Mo., August 18, 1801. 
Col. L. P. Ross, Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers : 

You will hold your regiment in readiness to move upon Frederick- 
town, which you* will occupy until further orders. Quartermaster E. 
M. Joel will provide necessary transportation. You will make your 
reports to these headquarters, and receive rations from here. Owing 
to the scarcity of transportation at this point, you will only take with 
you five days’ rations, and order back as much of your train as can be 
spared, under a small escort, to get new supplies. Instructions, if not 
given before, will be sent to you at Frederiektown. You should move 
as early as Tuesday morning, if practicable. 

II. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters IT. S. Forges, 

Cape Girardeau, August 18, 1801. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, 

Department of the West, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

!Sir: My pickets to day brought in a man called Captain Grant, 
direct from New Madrid. He states that General Pillow has about 
12,000 men at New Madrid; that his movement down the river was to 
Point Pleasant, where he intended to take the plank road for Beach, 
thence to Bloomfield ; but finding the plank road in such condition as 


Not found. 
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to forbid the transporting of artillery, he returned to New Madrid, where 
ho was on Friday morning, with all his forces. 

Jeff. Thompson’s main body was at Sikeston this morning. He has 
a detachment at Benton of some 500. 

I have the honor to inclose yon a letter from Ex-Lieutenant-Governor 
Beynolds (a copy of which has been sent me) ; also another from Jeff. 
Thompson to me, containing several threats. 

I plead guilty to the charge of having written the note mentioned, 
and would have done as I promised had Captain Price committed the 
threatened outrages on the peaceable citizens of Commerce. My threats 
had the desired effect, and prevented his doing any act of violence 
there. I tried hard to get hold of Captain Price and his troop of 
marauders, but they always run, even when but half their number of 
foot soldiers are opposed to them. The young man Price and his 
brother-in-law, who were taken prisoners, have been notoriously active 
in aiding the enemy. Their father, the brother of Captain Price, was 
the agent for procuring supplies for the New Madrid forces, and his 
mules, servants, and family were all engaged in transporting them. 

I am happy to learn that the pretended governor of the State disap- 
proves of the proclamation of his commanding general, and I shall most 
certainly endeavor to aid him in carrying on the war according to civil- 
ized usage. I can furnish the ex-governor with information which, if 
he means what he writes, will keep him steadily engaged for some time 
in punishing Missouri forces. 

I will dispatch you by telegraph from Jonesborough to-night as to 
whether I shall take any action in regard to the Branch Bank at this 
place. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. 0. MAB.SXI, 

Colonel, Commanding Post. 

\ [Inelosures.] 

New Madrid, Mo., August 15, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Fremont, TJ. S. A., 

Commanding TJ. 8. Forces in Missouri ; 

Sir : Capt. Charles Price, of the Missouri State Guard, has received 
a letter from Messrs. B. S. Curd and William M. Price, dated Cape 
Girardeau, August 10, 1861, in which they write: “The colonel says 
that if you attack Commerce to-night he will hang us.” With this note 
is another, recognized to be in the handwriting of Col. 0. 0. Marsh, and 
of which the following is an exact copy : 

Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Cape Girardeau, August 10, 1861. 

Sir : Your relatives have written you the above note. It is true. If you injure the 
people of Commerce or their property I will hang them, and take a hitter revenge on 
you in other respects. _ _ 

J 1 C. C. MARSH, 

Colonel, Commanding TJ. S. Forces, Cape Girardeau. 

The gentlemen held by Colonel Marsh are, as I am credibly informed, 
citizens of this State, and unconnected in any way with military opera- 
tions. Even were they so connected in a manner justifying their being 
made prisoners of war, the Articles of War and Army [Regulations of 
the United States require humane treatment of prisoners. 

I also learn that the detachment of Colonel Marsh’s troops which 

29 R R— YOL III 
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captured Mr. William M. Price wantonly burned liis father’s ware- 
house and took away a large quantity of corn and GO mules. Similar 
outrages are believed to have been very lately committed at the farm 
of General N. W. Watkins, near Cape Girardeau, and also by Colonel 
Marsh’s troops. I therefore, in the interest of humanity, lay these mat- 
ters before you, and request a frank answer to these inquiries . 

Does this conduct of Colonel Marsh and his troops meet your ap- 
proval t If not, what steps do you propose to take m respect to the 
b-uilty parties and in order to prevent the repetition of such conduct 
It is the desire of the Missouri Slate authorities to conduct the pres- 
ent war according to civilized usages, and any departure from them by 
Missouri forces will be properly punished by their officers if aware of 
it I deem it proper to add that on seeing Colonel Marsh’s letter I 
immediately instructed the general commanding the Missouri State 
Guard in this district to hold in close custody a number of prisoners 
recently taken by him and belonging to your forces. Should Colonel 
Marsh’s future treatment of Messrs. Curd and Price necessitate the 
han n 'in°' of any of those prisoners in retaliation, I am content that im- 
partial men shall judge who is morally responsible for theii melancholy 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
x am, si , v J THOS. 0. REYNOLDS, 

Acting Governor of Missouri. 

Headquarters Pirst Military Division, Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Silceston , August 17, 1SG1. 

Col. C. 0. Marsh, . „ _ 

Commanding U. S. Forces , Cape Girardeau , Mo. : 

Sir • I send Edmund Burke, a citizen of Scott County, as bearer of 
letters from Governor T. C. Beynolds to General Fremont and yourself. 
Governor Ileynolds has sent me a copy of these letters, and I w ill take 
it upon myself to remark, in addition to the letters of Governor Rey- 
nolds that whenever such threats are used^as that which is believed to 
have been uttered by you in the letter referred to, or that whenever 
any such threats are carried into execution, I will retaliate to the utmost 
of my ability. 

Yours, &c., M> JEEF> THOMPSON, 

Brigadier - General , Comm anding . 


Steamer Lexington, August IS, 1861. 

Colonel. Oglesby, Commanding , Cairo , III : 

Sir* I have the honor to report for your information, I got under 
way about 9 o’clock last night, ran up the Mississippi Biver, and an- 
chored opposite Smith’s Point, agreeably to the request of Colonel 

Waagner. J , . : , . 

In the morning at daylight we got under way and went up to the 
town of Commerce, Mo., where we found the people in a great state of 
excitement and terror from apprehensions of violence from the rebels, 
whom they report to be in force from 800 to 1,000. They report these 
secession forces as armed mainly with shot-guns and rifles. Some few 
have muskets. Many of these troops are reported as being v ery y onug 
boys from 12 to 14 years of age. 
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The inhabitants of Commerce have mostly fled to Santa Fe, in Illinois, 
a village opposite. They are fall of stories of wanton and cruel destruc- 
tion of the property of Union men, killing stock, stealing horses, burning 
com fields, destroying household property, robbing women and children 
of their wearing apparel, and of carrying off young girls to their camp. 

The inhabitants of Commerce are earnest in their entreaties that some 
force may be sent to protect them. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN RODGERS, 

Commander, U. 8. Navy. 


Saint Louis, August 20, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss: 

Sir : I have this moment received information from Cairo per tele- 
graph that the rebels are moving from Charleston towards Commerce 
with a force of from 3,000 to 5,000 men. The gunboats are already 
ordered to Commerce, and cavalry scouts sent upward along the shore 
to watch the enemy’s movements. Asking your attention to these facts, 
you are directed to detach a force of your command sufficient, m con- 
cert with our troops at Cape Girardeau, to prevent the enemy from tak- 
ing possession of Commerce and interrupting the free navigation ol the 
Mississippi River. I have received no report from you either in relation 
to your own proceedings or the strength and movement of the enemy, 
but presume that you have made dispositions to prevent General Har- 
dee’s command at Greenville (reported to be about 7,000 men, -,( 00 
horses, ten 0-pounders, and two 12-pounders) from co-operating with t e 

rebel forces moving from Charleston. ^ Q rEEM0NT 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 21, 1861. 

Col. Chester Harding-, Jr., Missouri Volunteers: 

Sir: You are assigned to the command of the district comprising the 
western portion of the county of Saint Louis, commencing at Meramec 
Station, and the counties of Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Gascon- 
ade, Osage, and Crawford. Proceed to Pacific Station, on Pacific Rail- 
road, and there establish your headquarters. You are directed to 
raise for three years’ service three or more infantry regiments m those 
counties, which regiments, with your own, will form a brigade, and to 
establish one or more camps of instruction at a point or points from 
which troops can be readily moved to Saint Louis, Jefferson City, or 
Rolla You are charged with the protection of the railroad, the sup- 
pression of all hostile gatherings in the region: but you will not be re- 
quired to keep a guard upon that portion of the Iron Mountain Railroad 
which passes through Jefferson and Washington Counties. 

The chief quartermaster at Saint Louis will purchase clothing and 
other stores of his department necessary for your brigade. You are au- 
thorized to appoint a brigade staff. „ .. , , ,, , , . 

You are directed to organize squadrons oi cavalry to be attached to 
your brigade, the horses as far as practicable to be furnished by the 
men. A competent cavalry officer will be placed^in ^ em ‘ 

Major- General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Jefferson City, Mo,, August 22, 1861. 

Capt Speed Butler, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

D-arino- yesterday I visited the camps of the different commands about 
this city? and selected locations for troops yet to arrive. I find a great 
deficiency in everything for the comfort and efficiency of an army. Most 
of the troops are without clothing, camp and garrison equipage. Ammu- 
nition was down to about ten rounds of cartridges, and. for the artillerj 

“ 0 The S artillery here consists of four G-pounders, without artillery-men, 
and one 24-pounder howitzer, too heavy for field use. The post quarter- 
master and commissary have not been here since my arrival, so that I 
cannot report felly as to these departments. They are apparently m a 
had condition. There are no rations to issue, lhe mules sent some 
time since are guarded in a lot, no effort being made to get them into 
teams, and a geSeral looseness prevailing. X have fitted out an expedi- 
tionof 350 men to scour the country around where the cars were fired 
into day before yesterday. Such information has been received here as 
will probably lead to the arrest of many of the parties engaged. The 
party in pursuit will subsist off of the community through which they 
pass Stringent instructions have been given as to how supplies are to 
bo vot. From reports received licre the whole of this country is m a state 
of ffrment They are driving out the Union men and appropriating' their 
uronertv. The best force to put this down would he mounted Home 
Guardsf and I would therefore recommend that as many as possible ot 
this class of troops be put upon horses. Generally they are able to 
mount themselves, and when they cannot, horses could be obtained fit m 
good secessionists who have been aiding and abetting the Southern 
cause I would further recommend that companies of Home Guards be 
received without any reference to their being organized into regiments, 
They can be attached to other regiments either by companies or squad- 
rons, and be quite as effective as if in large bodies. ^ GEA ^ T 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters U. S. Forces, 

Jeff erson City, Mo., August 23, 1861. 

Gapt. Speed Butler, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Since my last report the Twenty-fifth Illinois Begiment, Colonel Color 
commanding, and seven companies of the First Illinois Cavalry have 
reached here. I telegraphed you yesterday the precarious condition 
Lexington was in, and of the expedition I was fitting out for the relief 
of that point. As the gentleman from whom I got my information (Mr. 
_) called upon you, it is not necessary that I should enter into 

pa Oolonel Marshall goes in command of the expedition, taking with him 
all his own command, about 300 Home Guards, and a section of Taylor s 
hatteiy, Siotild it arrive in time. They will subsist on the country 
through which they pass, under full instructions. I am not fortifying 
here at all. With the picket guard and other duty coming upon the 
men of this command, there is but little time left for drilling. Drill and 
discipline are more necessary for the men than fortifications. Aim the i 
difficulty in the way of fortifying is that I have no engineer officer to 
direct if; “o timeTo attend to it myself, and very little disposition to 
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gain a “ Pillow notoriety’ 7 for a branch of service that I have forgotten 
all about. I have nothing from west of here since my telegram of yes- 
terday, but shall have to-day. Will telegraph if anything of importance 
should be learned. As soon as I can get reports from subordinates I 
will send you a consolidated morning report, and will try and keep this 
command in such condition as to enable me to have a report made when 
called for. 

There are no county maps published for this section of the State, nor 
anything to point out the different roads and traveled routes more dis- 
tinctly than the State maps you have. I can learn, however, from per- 
sons conversant with all the roads their relative practicability. 

U. S. GEANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Lincoln, August 24, 1861. 
Captain Prince, Commanding Bost Fort Leavenworth : 

Sir : Inclosed find letter of Colonel Montgomery. It speaks for 
itself. If you have re-enforcements, or can get any, of men or artillery, 
send them forward. The point to defend Fort Leavenworth is in the 
neighborhood of Fort Scott; say so tor me to Major-General Fremonr 
and to Captain Eeno. 

J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Regiments , 
By ABEAM OUTLEE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Send such re-enforcements by the way of Dutch Henry’s and Mound 
City to Jewell’s Crossing, on the Little Osage. 

[Iii closure.] 

Fort Scott, August 23, 1861. 

General J. H. Lane : 

Sir: I have information from sources hitherto reliable that a body of 
men 1,000 strong left Greenfield on Tuesday last on their march to 
Fort Scott. Our informant saw them 12 miles this side of Greenfield, 
under command of Captain Clarkson. 

.Tie says McCulloch is sending 4,000 picked men from Springfield, and 
armed with Colt’s, Sharp’s, Maynard, and minie rifles. 

Our boys have not yet returned. I have heard nothing from them. 

Yery respectfully, 

JAMES MONTGOMEEY, 

Commanding Post at Fort Scott. 


Saint Louis, Mo., August 25, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss, Commanding at Ironton : 

Sir : A report has just reached me that 4,000 rebels are fortifying 
Benton, Mo., and 1,500 more are encamped behind the hills 2 miles 
below Commerce, opposite Big Island. To disperse these forces a com- 
bined attack by your troops and those stationed at Cape Girardeau has 
been determined upon. You are therefore directed to move forthwith 
with all your disposable force to Dallas. From that place you will pro- 
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ceed towards Cape Girardeau, first attacking and destroying the rebels 
at Jackson, should you ascertain that they are stationed at that place. 
From there, in conjunction with the forces of Colonel Smith, who has 
been instructed to put himself in communication with you at Dallas, 
you will march upon the enemy at Benton, attack and annihilate them. 
Immediately on effecting a junction with the forces from Cape Girar- 
deau under command of Colonel Smith, you will dispatch one or more 
messengers, with intelligence of your arrival to Colonel Wallace, com- 
manding at Bird’s Point, who has been directed, upon the reception of 
such news, to move with two regiments to Charleston, and, after occupy- 
ing that place, to make reconnaissances along the railroad and advance 
as & far as possible. Two regiments will be sent immediately from this 
place to Ironton. The two regiments at Sulphur Springs, with Boyle’s 
battery, are ordered to Cape Girardeau, and will form a part of Colonel 
Smith’s force ; all to be united under your command. 

5 J. C. FREMONT, 

Major - General , Commanding. 


Headquarters IJ. S. Forces, 

Jefferson City , ilio., August 25, 1801. 


Oapt. Speed Butler, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

The instructions of General Frffinont relative to the seizure of the 
hanks at Lexington and Liberty have been communicated to Colonel 
Marshall, who was under marching orders at the time the instructions 
were received. It is not possible to spare men from here for the expe- 
dition to Paris without leaving this place too much exposed. With re- 
gard to the Home Guards I should like to have some instructions. I 
have not been able to learn head nor tail about them, notwithstanding* 
all my efforts. I know there are many of them— -some mounted, others 
with teams, and some without arms, teams, or saddle-horses. I would 
recommend that some officer he sent here with special instructions as 
to how they are to be organized and received, and who will have no 
other duty to attend to until this is performed. The party sent out by 
me to the neighborhood of where the cars were fired into on Tuesday 
has returned. The report has not yet been received, but may be in time 
to accompany this. A few persons have been arrested who are sus- 
pected of having been engaged in the firing. 

I have no reliable information as to the movements of McCulloelds 
forces, but there is a current rumor here that he is moving towards th is 
point. From a spy who came in yesterday I learn that companies are 
being organized in all the counties west of here. Some of these bands 
are acquiring considerable proportions. Many troops' have crossed the 
Missouri River from the north within the last two weeks, and are join- 
ing the forces on this side. If I had sufficient force, all that could be 


stopped. 


U. S. GRANT, 


Brigadier- Genera l. 


Fort Lincoln, 

Little Osage, August 25, 1S61, 
Captain Prince, Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 

Sir : Your directions and orders as to stores at Fort Scott will be 
forwarded to Colonel Montgomery, who is in command of that post. I 
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intend to defend the line of the Marmiton, including Port Scott. But 
as that post cannot be fortified, I am withdrawing therefrom all trains 
and stores not required for immediate use. This, the Little Osage line, 
about 12 miles north, I can, and am fortifying, and here I will establish 
such depots as are necessary while organizing the brigade. There are 
now at Port Scott about 1,200 men, say 600 cavalry, and about the same 
number of infantry, including the little artillery. The cavalry will be 
employed in defending the border and dispersing such parties as they 
can reach. The infantry are drilling industriously, and all at work fill- 
ing up their companies. At this point we have two companies, about 
100 men, engaged in erecting intrenchments and drilling. 

Three miles in advance, on Pish Greek, on the road to" Fort Scott, we 
have 40 men ; 5 miles below, at Barnesville, 3 miles from the line, on this 
river, on the military road from Kansas City to Fort Scott, we have 
about 100 men intrenched and drilling; at Mound City we are fortifying, 
to be manned by the local militia. 

With a small force on last Monday I could have destroyed Bains 7 Di- 
vision ; he was within 30 miles of us. Yesterday we dispersed a force 
at Ball’s Mill. Bight before last we sent a force south to disperse a 
camp ; they have not yet returned. Dean’s command, about 230, that 
you are conversant with, left us yesterday to return to Bates County. 
This morning at 3 o’clock I received a dispatch from him and J'ennison, 
informing me that 500 rebels had crossed the line and were threatening 
Paola and Osawatomie. I directed him to pitch in and clear the border 
between ns and Kansas City, calling in such assistance as he could get 
from the country. I at the same time directed Montgomery to send a 
body of cavalry along the border north from Fort Scott up the military 
road. 

Our little force will be actively employed to defend Kansas and con- 
fuse Missourians. But, sir, I assure you that Port Leavenworth and 
Kansas should be defended from this point, and the idea of holding 
artillery to rust at Port Leavenworth does not strike me with any favor. 
I hope the first troops forwarded will bring down artillery that can be 
used to some purpose. 

General Weed has this moment come in from Port Scott. He says 
the enemy is threatening; that a large force is marching upon us ; that 
a rumor reached Port Scott yesterday that our party, under Williams, 
had a fight ; we feel some uneasiness, hut hope for the best. All the 
Government stores and trains will be removed back upon this line to- 
day and night from Port Scott. 

Gan you not send ns re-enforcements ; with it, we could play hell with 
Missouri in a few days. 

Yours, truly, 

J. H. LABE. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters Fort Leavenworth, 

August 27, 1861. 

Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Western Department , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Bespectfully submitted. Lane’s brigade should be supplied with a 
battery of four pieces, caissons, ammunition, &c., which, with the tw r o 
pieces now in this command, will materially strengthen him; if approved, 
please send them to this place at once. 

W. E. PEIBCE, 
Captain , Commanding. 
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Headquarters District Forth Missouri, 

Saint Louis , August 25, 1SG1. 

Mai. Gen. John 0. Fremont, 

Gomel g. Department of the West , Saint Louis , Mo. ; 

General: In view of my conversation witli you tliis morning, I have 
tlie honor to report as follows : . 

The policy of making the people along the lines of railroad m Forth 
Missouri responsible for any damage done to the roads has perfectly 
secured them horn destruction since it was established. The system of 
holding property of counties responsible for breaches of peace enlists 
by the only method possible the active agency of the secessionists in 
keeping down riots and disturbances. When so large a portion of the 
population sympathizes with the authors of the atrocious acts of guerrilla 
warfare which have hitherto disgraced Forth Missouri, it is impossible 
to apprehend the perpetrators of such outrages. Since the population 
has been notified that their property would be made to pay the expense 
of suppressing such disturbances, thousands of persons have taken ail 
active part in preventing them who never did so before. Marion 
County, from which came the protests against this policy, lias been the 
worst "county in the State. At the request of a deputation from that 
county, it was relieved from the first levy made for firing into a train 
on the Hannibal and Saint Joseph road, but the troops which had been 
quartered at Palmyra liad not proceeded 3 miles from the place be- 
fore the train carrying them was fired into from the road-side, and one 
man killed and several wounded. They are now under contribution for 
this second and aggravated charge. 

I have received intelligence from persons of character in most of the 
counties of Forth Missouri stating that this policy alone, and the fear 
of the penalty to property prescribed in it, prevents the secessionists 
from driving out Union men and destroying their property. The seces- 
sion papers in Forth Missouri are now entreating the population to pre- 
serve the peace, because the leading State-rights men (secessionists) 
are made to serve on committees of safety against their will, and their 
property is made responsible for any violence or breach of peace com- 
mitted by their friends. Whenever it is discovered that the penalty set 
forth will not be executed, I firmly believe that every county in Forth 
Missouri will be in a state of tumult, and will require for the restoration 
of peace five times the force now needed. It is possible that some luke- 
warm Union men may turn secessionists under the operation of this 
policy, but it is my sure conviction that if it be not enforced thousands 
of good Union men will he driven from, their homes and their property 
despoiled. By enforcing it in Marion County, the only place it has been 
necessary to do so, I feel sure there will result quiet* in that section of 
country. Where outrages are so expensive, they will not be repeated. 
The system of pursuing the perpetrators of these outrages cau lead to 
no good results while so large a body of people sympathize with them. 
Its only effect is to break down and demoralize our forces, to carry dis- 
tress and apprehension to districts hitherto quiet, and to render our 
forces less and less fit for service. 

I do not doubt, from the results up to this time, that the policy of 
holding property responsible is the true policy, and I firmly believe 
that if the penalty now hanging over Marion County be rigidly enforced, 
there will be no occasion for anything of the kind there or elsewhere a 
second time. I therefore respectfully, but earnestly, request you to 
sufier this penalty to be exacted, lest a much worse thing befall that 
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people hereafter. It is, of course, entirely in the power of the people of 
the various counties in North Missouri to keep the peace among them- 
selves. If they will not do so, it surely is not harsh to require that the 
expense of having it done should he paid by the county. No one will 
say that if this policy be abandoned there will be anything like quiet 
in' North Missouri. It is the object of the protestants against it to have 
large forces of Home Guards, paid and subsisted by the United States, 
raised in their midst, so that much money will be distributed among 
them, and the United States shall pay a large local police force of their 
own people. If they have to pay the expense themselves, they will take 
care that nothing occurs that will render such a force necessary. It is 
to be borne in mind that the disturbances in North Missouri are purely 
local and personal, and have no view to the result of the great opera- 
tions of Government. The people in that region are merely fighting 
with each other, in many cases to satisfy feelings of personal hostility 
of long standing. It is a war which can only be ended by making all 
engaged in it suffer for every act of hostility committed. As I am sat- 
isfied from personal examination and experience that this policy will 
keep North Missouri quiet with the smallest force, and that a departure 
from it now will only result in an uprising in every county against the 
Union men, which will require large forces to be withdrawn from here 
to put it down, I most urgently recommend that no favorable reply be 
made to those who have" addressed you on this subject. On the one 
side there is the risk of alienating a few men hitherto half-way tor the 
Union ; on the other the risk of having a considerable portion of the 
people in every county of North Missouri in arms against the peace. 
One failure to enforce rigidly this penalty will destroy all belief that it 
will ever be enforced at all. 

Eespectfully, general, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Boston, August 27, 1861. 

Hon. Simon Gamer on, Secretary of War, Washington: 

Sir : The State of Missouri is so important to the Union, that I sup- 
pose you will be glad of any information regarding it which comes from 
a reliable source. I hand you a few extracts from the late letters of Mr. 
Hayward, general agent of the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Bailroad. 
Through the agencies of this line across the State he has great facility 
for obtaining information and judging of the progress ot our cause in 
the northern portion of the State. His views with regard to the proba- 
ble effect of measures which have been heretofore taken towards sup- 
pressing the rebellion in that vicinity have shown so clear a judgment 
as to give with us here much weight to his opinions. 

With rebel camps forming undisturbed all along through that part of 
the State their early concentration into another formidable army may 
reasonably be looked for. All they seem to lack is a leader for a vigor- 
ous demonstration. It is the opinion of some of our best-informed citi- 
zens, obtained from their Southern correspondence, that the possession 
of Missouri is regarded of the utmost importance to the Southern cause. 
The possession of the lead mine of that State by the rebels, will also be 
a most unfortunate thing for the country. Its position, lying between 
the rest of the free States and Kansas, Nebraska, Utah, and even Gali- 
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forma on the west, and controlling the banks of the Mississippi opposite 
Kentucky and half of Tennessee on the east, makes its early possession 
by the Government a vital matter connected with any movements in 
the Mississippi Valley. Surrounded as it is by free’ States, any delay 
in its subjugation will have a damaging effect upon the Government at 
home and a disastrous influence abroad. It is supposed that very great 
efforts will be made by the secessionists of that State to carry in their 
favor the election soon to be held for new State officers. Union voters 
near the borders are being driven out, and large numbers of others with 
their families put in such extreme peril that self-preservation is rapidly 
joining them to the forces of the enemy. While it may be true that 
the Union force can beat more than their number of rebels if it can get 
at them, the general character of the rebels in that State is sucli, that 
their subjugation by an equal number of Government soldiers will cer- 
tainly be a very expensive and tedious process, if not a total failure. 
Large bodies of mounted guerrillas will require a large force and severe 
measures to bring them to terms, and it seems to me that every day’s 
delay in pushing the most vigorous offensive measures in North Missouri 
is fraught with great peril and mischief that it will cost much blood 
and treasure to correct. 

Iu view of the intense activity of the enemy — his rapidly gaining 
strength ; his continued successes, with the choice of secession or Union 
soon to be voted on in the selection of State officers, and the larger part 
of the voters now iu the control (by friendship or fear) of the rebels — 
seeing so much affecting not only that State, but the whole cause at 
stake there, I have felt it my duty to write you, upon whom rests so 
much of the responsibility in this matter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. BROOKS. 


[Inclosures.] 

Extracts from letter of J. T. E. Hayward to J. W. Brooks, dated u Steamer 
Hannibal City , August 13, 18G1.” 

I go down to-day with a committee from Palmyra to see what can be 
done to put a stop to the outrages perpetrated on the communi ty by 
Government troops, partly under orders of officers and partly without 
orders. I will state the case in part. Last week our trains were fired 
into several times about 6 miles west of Palmyra, in Marion County . 
On Thursday night a party of rebels came into Palmyra, disarmed' a 
few Union men, and did some trifling damage. I think there is good 
reason to believe that the ears were fired into by rangers from another 
county, and without any knowledge of the people near them, and that 
the course is disapproved and reprehended by nearly all. The citizens, 
I think, are generally opposed to violence, 'and some of the leading 
secessionists interfered to prevent trouble and bloodshed when the rebel 
band visited Palmyra. Now, to carry out General Pope’s programme, 
some GOO men are sent to Palmyra, and the county court notified to pro- 
vide them with rations and pay all expenses. In their failure the city 
council is notified to do it at county expense, and in their failure notice 
is given that they shall take it where they can most conveniently find 
it, and that these men will be quartered there until they (the people) 
arrest and deliver over to military authority the meu who have been 
guilty of these offenses. Yesterday, as the rations were not forthcom- 
ing, they sent out a company of troops, and visited the stores, and took 
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enough for two days’ rations, giving orders on the county. In addition, 
contrary to all general orders, many citizens were arrested without 
cause, and generally soon discharged. Houses also have been opened 
and searched, and tor no good reason. Then, as a sample of what is 
done by some officers, last week a man named McAfee (speaker of the 
last house of representatives) was arrested. General Hurlbut ordered 
him to be set to digging trenches and pits for necessaries, at winch he was 
kept all one day when the mercury ranged about 100 degrees in the 
shade. A few days after he was taken from Macon to Palmyra, and 
the general ordered him to be tied on the top of the cab on the engine. 
It was prevented by our men, who, when persuasion failed, the engineer 
swore he would not run the engine if it w T as done (and I upheld him in 
it), and as he was being marched to the engine to mount it the signal 
was given, and the train started, gi ving them barely time to get on the 
ears. When there is added to this the irregularities of the soldiery — 
such as taking poultry, pigs, milk, butter, preserves, potatoes, horses, 
and in fact everything they want ; entering and searching houses, and 
stealing in many eases ; committing rapes on the negroes and such like 
tilings — the effect has been to make a great many Unionmen inveterate 
enemies, and if these things continue much longer, our cause is ruined. 
These tilings are not exaggerated by me, and, though they do not char- 
acterize all the troops, several regiments have conducted in this way, 
and have also repeatedly fired on peaceable citizens — sometimes from 
trains as they passed — and no punishment, or none of any account, has 
been meted out to them. Then, drunkenness is a great curse of officers 
and men. Fremont would no doubt be glad to have things different, 
but be has a great deal of care and responsibility thrown upon him. It 
is a new sphere of duty, and one with vdiich he cannot be very familiar. 
Then lie hardly knows w r lio to trust and confide in. I presume he feels 
that other parts of his field demand his attention more urgently, and 
he intrusts these matters to Pope and Hurlbut. “ Then,” he says to 
me, u the Government appoints and sends these men. It is hard to get 
rid of them. I must prefer charges and maintain them,” &c. If the 
thing goes on this way much longer, we are ruined. I fear we cannot 
run "the road or live in the country except under military protection. 
It is enough to drive a people to madness, and it is doing it fast. I 
heard a good Union man in Palmyra, who keeps a hotel, say : “I am 
doing what I can and feeding these men. I get nothing; $1,000 will 
not make me whole, and if it goes on much longer I am ruined, and if 
this is the way my property must go I would rather apply a torch to it.” 
1 urged upon Fremont that the best disposal he could make of the money 
it would require would be to appoint a commission to appraise the dam- 
age and loss occasioned by the lawless acts of the soldiery and have 
them paid. The members of one regiment at one time sent over sixty 
horses and mules to Quincy, with orders to send them to Chicago and 
sell them on their own account. They were discovered and sent back, 
with orders to return them to their owners; which was done, I think, in 
most cases. This same regiment, it is claimed, took off several negroes 
when they left town, and I think there is no doubt of it. I shall now 
make a strong effort to have these abuses corrected. I hope to succeed. 
If I fail here, I shall have to depend upon influences to be brought to 
bear elsewhere. I say again we shall be ruined in our cause unless 
there is a change. I can fully substantiate all 1 have written. 
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Extracts from letter of J. T. K. Hayward to J. W. Brooks, dated “ Steamer 
Jennie Beans , August 14, 1801.” 

I am on my way from Saint Louis home. I have waited on General 
Pope with a committee from our county, and have succeeded in obtain- 
ing promises from him which are tolerably satisfactory. I hope lie will 
carry them out. 

The news of recent movements in the State is exciting, and I fear 
its effect on our community. It is of great importance that the Gov- 
ernment should be successful here and elsewhere now. The death of 
General Lyon casts a gloom over us all. Troops at the Iron Mountain 
are threatened, but have not been taken, as it was reported this morn- 
ing. I think if re-enforced soon, as is intended, the enemy will be in 
shape to be cut off' completely. I hope it will be done. 

Saint Louis is under martial law, but it is quiet now. I think it will 
he, although many anticipate trouble at any time, and no doubt it 
would require but little to start a fight. It is thought there are 8,000 
secessionists in the city who would rise if they saw a chance to do so 
with any hope of success. Over 7,000 are organized and armed for the 
Government, and have signals so arranged that they can be got to- 
gether at their rendezvous in 20 minutes. I hear there are about 
18,000 troops in Saint Louis to-day ; besides, there is great activity in 
military circles. No one can see what will turn up next. There seems 
to be at present in our part of the State a disposition on the part of 
good citizens of secession sympathies to cease hostilities and urge those 
who will fight to enlist and join the regular forces. The partial success 
of the rebels, and the fact that in greatly superior force they are con- 
stantly advancing into the State, is what I most fear. On the other 
hand, it is very strange, with all our boasted superiority in men and 
resources, that the rebels manage at nearly every point to meet our 
troops with greatly superior numbers. There are screws loose some- 
where. I am tired of receiving blows. I want to see the war offensive 
on our part. This course of events will soon ruin our cause before the 
world. 

Extract from letter of J. T. E. Hayward to J. W. Brooks, dated “Hanni- 
bal, August 17, 1801.” 

Most of this week has been spent in efforts for peace and conciliation. 
Things were getting to such a pass here that no one felt safe, and all 
could see that the matter as it was going on would soon be much worse, 
and men on either side would be shot down at sight, while property 
would be entirely insecure. I think it is a consciousness of this that 
has. made our most respectable and leading secessionists manifest a 
desire ot late to have a stop put to this irregular warfare. At least I 
have taken advantage of this disposition and worked with them, I 
trust, to some purpose; it remains to be seen to how much. Our train 
was fired into last night, and one man killed and three wounded. It 
was a train mostly of soldiers. A ball passed close to the head of the 
conductor, aimed, as is believed, at him expressly. Two of our best 
runners have left in consequence of their trains being fired on. We 
intend, however, to run the road if Farley and myself have to go oil 
the engines and run them. But we must have a change in our military 
rule here or we are helplessly gone. It is a load the Union men cannot 
bear. 

Yours, truly, 


J. T. K. HAYWA11D. 
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Hannibal, August 19, 1861. 

J. W. Brooks, Esq., Boston : 

Dear Sir : Our train was fired into yesterday. There were troops 
on board. Ho one hurt. If we cannot have a change in the adminis- 
tration of military affairs here in North Missouri our cause will be 
ruined. There are a good many rebel camps known to be within 3 to 
10 miles of the road. Union men constantly driven out. Trains fired 
into, &e., and yet no effort made to attack them. 

Yours, truly, 

J. T. K. HAYWABD. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 27, 1861. 
Col. Jepperson C. Davis, Commanding, Jefferson City: 

Sir : Your attention is called to the unprotected and defenseless state 
of Booneville, in Cooper County. It has been reported at these head- 
quarters by Capt. Joseph A. Eppstein, commanding U. S. Reserve Corps 
at that place, that the Home Guards have, owing to the withdrawal of 
the U. S. troops, been obliged to leave Booneville, leaving their fami- 
lies unprovided for and their property exposed to depredation. Cap- 
tain Eppstein was intrusted with the raising and organizing of a bat- 
talion of Home Guards in Cooper County, but cannot proceed there 
unless re-enforced. Major Kraut, of the Engineer Corps, has been 
ordered to proceed at once to Jefferson City to commence the work of 
fortification there, and will report to yon. 

Ho intelligence is received at these headquarters from you. I desire 
that you will make full and frequent reports concerning your own forces 
and movements,, as well as of the numbers, acts, and designs of the 
enemy, as far as known to you. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Jib., August 27, 1861. 

General Pope, U. S. A., 

Comdg. North Missouri District, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

General: I have the honor to say that your letter of yesterday, 
transmitting information received from General Grant, has been sub- 
mitted to Major-General Fremont. He directs me to say, in reply, that 
arms and ammunition have been sent to Colonel Morgan’s 750 men at 
Brookfield. It is believed that it will warrant the withdrawal of a por- 
tion of the Illinois volunteers from the line of the railroad in that vicinity, 
with a view to a movement south and southwest. He suggests that 
the service near Palmyra and Paris is so well guarded by the opportu- 
nity of succor from Illinois on one side and from Iowa on the other, 
that considerable detachments may safely be made from General Hurl- 
buffs force to aid in operating in this, from Brookfield and vicinity 
towards Jefferson City and Lexington, and in keeping the navigation 
of the Missouri River from hostile interruption. With these suggestions 
the general commanding leaves the disposition of matters to yourself. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ’ ' J. H. EATON, 

Major, U. S. Army, and Military Secretary. 
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Ironton, Mo., August 27, 1801. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, _ 

Department of the West , Swint Louis , -Mo. : 

Sir- Bri" Gen. B. M. Prentiss left here this forenoon in pursmmu* 
of your order, taking all the troops here except my regiment, the P ^ 
Nebraska, and the Twenty-first Illinois, and a few companies now otc 
nied in guarding the bridges of the Iron Mountain Railroad. 

The Twenty-first Illinois is at Marble Creek, some 1~> miles sorxtli w «u d 
on the Greenville road. This regiment is without transportation. I 
shall send all the teams I can procure for it to return with, in i no 

momin°\ a 

Bor the present, several companies of the two regiments now luor 
having been detached for railroad guard duty, the command is in a, ttc 
of great weakness. We are far too much extended for our numbers. 
But the importance of holding all the positions now occupied, coupld 
with the certain expectation of being re-enforced before lnorrii n gg ? to- 
gether with the want of transportation, has induced me to remain ns ve 
are. If the two promised regiments fail to reach me by morning. I 
shall deem it my duty to contract our limits, taking care to remove the 

guns back within the lines. . , . _ , _ 

I am under no apprehension of an attack to-night, because, thoi Ligl t llio 
rebels are quickly informed of our movements and condition, it is im- 
possible for them to have received intelligence at Bolinger’s and Green- 
ville in time, after General Prentiss left, for them to reach us to-n i yflih 
A well-known Union man from Cedar Creek, Mr. Edward Settle, eanie 
in this evening. He says the rebels are encamped at Bolinger’s Mill, in 
command of Jeff. Thompson, who proposes, in conjunction with Hardee, 
to take this place. It is believed here among the more intelligent 
Southern sympathizers that McCulloch is also advancing on this i»oiii(, 
and that we will here have to oppose a large force. I am satisfied it is 
the settled opinion of those men that there will be a most formidable 
attack here before many days. The importance of this opinion arises 
from the fact that they have means of knowing, while we are in igno- 
rance of the enemy’s movements.. ■_ 

The squadron of 150 horse arrived this afternoon and will 1> e sent 
forward to-morrow to General Prentiss. Could they he retained , the 
position and probable numbers of the enemy might soon be ascertained 
with some degree of certainty. There is much in the drift of circum- 
stances, taken in connection with the fact that they. subsist by 'talcing 
everything in the country, to indicate the concentration in and _ around 
here of an army many times larger than had been deemed possildo far 
them. . 

I am not aware that any inquiry has been ordered m the ea se of 
Colonel Ilecker, nor what, if anything, has been done in the premises, 
There are no papers left me touching the matter, 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

’ ’ P. E. BLAdsTH 

Colonel , Conimccncl'ilf q t 

P. S.— August 28.— No troops having come down, I shall apply all our 
energies to the contracting of our limits within reasonable dimensions. 



ever experienced. 
Bespectfully, 


P. E. BL 
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Headquarters TJ. S. Forces, 

Jefferson City, Mo., August 27, 1861, 
Capt. Speed Butler, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Two spies, one from the neighborhood of Lebanon and the other from 
Springfield, have come in this morning. The one from Lebanon reports 
that the Southern Army is traveling north in small bodies, and seces- 
sionists say with a view of concentrating about Linn Greek. The citi- 
zens of Lebanon expected a body of 10,000 men within a few days of 
the time my informant left. The one from Springfield reports substan- 
tially the same thing, so far as the leaving of troops in detachments 
goes. He says that after the battle of Springfield the rebels concealed 
a portion of their artillery and commenced a retreat without burying 
any considerable portion of their dead. Finding, however, that a retreat 
had commenced from the other side, they returned to Springfield, after 
having made a retrograde movement of some 5 miles. 

I sent out on Sunday a detachment of Homo Guards to arrest two 
secession captains that I learned had come in. They succeeded in find- 
ing them by coming upon them in the night. Their names are J. 
Johnson, of Miller County, and B. Barnd, of Cole. These men claim to 
have come in under the proclamation of Governor Gamble, and with 
the intention of laying down their arms. I have proof, however, Will- 
iam Mathews, John Hicks, and Aaron Bell being witnesses, that B. 
Barnd stated that these difficulties had to be settled by the sword, and 
that he (Barnd) was going back to Jackson’s army, and that Johnson 
was also going. The manner and apparent ignorance of these men 
as to condition of affairs about Springfield goes very far against the 
plausibility of their having come in in good faith. 

I have appointed an ordnance-sergeant here to take charge of all 
stores that may arrive. 

I am getting teams broken in as rapidly as possible. I have to report 
that the harness sent here is entirely too light and very inferior in 
quality. The chains are so light and brittle that they snap with the 
least strain. I have been compelled to order the purchase of new 
traces here for the teams we are working, and shall be compelled to do 
so as fast as additional ones are hitched up. 

The detachment that left here a few days since to arrest parties for 
firing into the cars west of here brought in a number of prisoners, but 
from all the evidence they were the most innocent men in the county. 
I had them liberated. I would renew my recommendation of yesterday, 
that a large force be concentrated here ; that the road be prepared and 
possession taken, and protection be given to all the counties bordering 
on the Missouri. 

TJ. S. GBAFT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Quartermaster- General’s Opeice, 

Washington, D. C., August 28, 1861. 
Hon. Frank P. Blair, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : Your brother, the Postmaster-General, has handed 
me your letter of the 21st of August. I asked him to let me have it, in 
order that I might, by a few words, strengthen your hands and Gen- 
eral Fremont’s, and disabuse both him and you of some errors which 
may give trouble. 

If there was any deficiency in the quartermaster’s department in Mis- ' 
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souri, the blame does not rest here; all requisitions have been promptly 
met here, and the officers have been instructed to spare no effort and 
no means of their department in aiding to the extent of their power 
General Lyon’s movements. ^ t 

1 gave to General Fremont, in addition to Major McKmstry, Oaptam 

T _ who I fear from what I have since been told is not as prudent 

as zealous. I take it for granted that General Fremont leaves estimates 
of prices of supplies to his quartermaster, and when I find, as Quarter- 
master-General, that the prices ar q probably too high, it is my duty to 
the Government and to General Fremont, as well as to this Department, 
to say so. At the same time, I understand that there may be reasons 
of time, of quality, which induce a general to order a purchase at a 
higher rate, and while I communicate to the quartermasters information 
as" to the ruling prices of horses— the market rates— I called upon the 
Treasury to send all the money he asked for. 

Tell General Fremont that no man more than myself desires to sus- 
tain him; no one is more ready to take a responsibility to assist him, 
and that he has, in my opinion, already the power which you say ought 
to be conferred upon him by the President. Whatever a general com- 
manding orders , the subordinates of his staff are by regulations com- 
pelled to do, if possible. 

If General Fremont orders Captain Turnley to pay $1,000 for cm a.v, 
Captain Turnley will be supported by this Department in obeying. 
The propriety of such a payment, however, will be between General 
Fremont and the Government. 

The general is charged with saving the country. The country will 
he very careful to approve his measures, and will judge his mistakes, if 
any, very tenderly if successful. Success crowns the work, and lot him 
spare no responsibility, no effort, to secure it, and above all let him not 
take in ill part what is done with a sincere desire to assist him, ai.nl let 
him not estrange friends by too hastily finding fault with their counsels. 

All the requisitions for money for Missouri have been promptly passed 
through this office; the delay, if any has occurred, is at the Treasury 
Department, which has allowed the Department to fall in debt in Cin- 
cinnati and Philadelphia, each about a million of dollars, for clothing 
and camp equipage. 

There are wagous making in Cincinnati, which Captain Dickerson 
will send to Saint Louis if wanted; those made at Milwaukee I ordered 
to Saint Louis long ago. A number of wagons were ordered to be 
made in Saint Louis, and authority given to Major McKinstry to pro- 
vide all that might he required for moving the armies of that depart- 
ment. 

In regard to advertising and* delay, the law of 1861 and the regula- 
tions expressly provide that in case of public exigency supplies are to 
be bought in open market, as between in< livi du als. Exercise this p o wer. 
Moreover, advertisement or public notice does not require postponing 
opening of bids for a mouth, or a week, or two days. 

If forage, wagons, horses are wanted, the law, the necessity are fully 
met by putting a notice in the paper and purchasing as last as offers 
come iu— the next clay or the same day; take the then lowest bid or the 
then most advantageous offer. The clay after you will have a still 
better offer ; take that for a portion of your supplies, and so on until 
you have all you need. By this system I have brought clown the 
prices of horses from $128 to $120, of wagons from $141 to $108, since I 
came here, and have got abundant supplies. 

These explanations will, I hope, remove many difficulties from the 
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■way of our armies jn Missouri. Count upon me as ready to aid in -what 
1 believe tlie right, cheap, strategic, statesmanlike mode of conducting 
this war, that which I am sure the people desire, and the want of which 
they censure — the most rapid possible concentration of overwhelming 
forces by the United States. 

M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Jefferson City, Mo., August 28, 1861. 
Capt. Speed Butler, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

I have no special information to impart to-day except the return of 
Colonel Worthington from Booneville. His report is inclosed here- 
with.* Prisoners taken will be sent to Saint Louis to-day, charges ac- 
conrpanying. 

A steamer is now just starting, in compliance with your telegraph of 
yesterday, to capture all means of crossing the river. 

I would recommend the stoppage of mails west from here, or at least 
that they be placed under some regulation which would prevent the in- 
discriminate transmission of news. 

Captain Taylor’s battery, four pieces, arrived last night. 

A copy of charges against prisoners is also forwarded to the com- 
manding officer at Saint Louis Arsenal. 

U. S. GRANT, 

# Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Fort Scott, August 29, 1861. 
Captain Prince, Commanding Post Fort Leavenworth : 


Sir : We have now reliable information that a force estimated at not 
less than 6,000 is advancing from Papinsville, 35 miles distant, to this 
point for the subjugation of Kansas. 

We are here with about 2,000 raw troops and no artillery of any con- 
sequence to meet them. We have called and called again for re-enforce- 
ments of men and artillery. We expect to do our best to stay their 
march, and in that view we call again. Send us re-enforcements of 
men and artillery as rapidly as possible. If any are on the road or at 
Fort Leavenworth, hasten them forward. 

Tours, 


J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Headquarters Post at Eolla, 

August 29, 1861 — 4 o’clock a. m. 

To Major-General Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West ; 

General : As the train from Saint Louis was approaching this place 
last evening, and when within 7 inileS, a terrible explosion was heard 
immediately under the tender of the engine and the baggage car of the 


30 r r?—vol m 


* Not found. 
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„ +1 _- W o S s toT)t)ed it was ascertained tliat a keg 
train. As soon ZZSh Jh^ and so arranged 

or part of a keg o P .. ^ explode when the train went over it. 

with .combustibles as to ^^“natefy without injuring any person or 
It did ,«Pl«^ut most ‘“XYtamediately dispatched 40 of my 

SSSS^d S to the point with orders to re-enforee the gnards 
best-mounteu m i , suspicious persons tliey might 

Sf^'C^tofort.taftSa^.Snd informs me they liavo 
found two places where the rails have been removed from the track, 
Sn^ with the intention" of destroying the tram with troops ; which 
„„ + 0 ]j ave i e ft here at 3 o’clock this morning. As soon as it is li to ht 
enough to admit I shall start the train, on which is embarked the Second 
Kansas Regiment and some good track-repairers, and I trust there wil 
te Zt littte delay in getting through. The receipt of this will ramble 

Z am of the opinion that two good and full regiments should be sent 
Eptc at once one of them to go into camp at Salem, Dent County, and 
one at Saint’ James Station, a point 12 miles east of this, on the South- 
west Branch of the Pacific Railroad. By this means we could scour the 
counties of Crawford, Dent, Phelps, and Maries thoroughly, and not 
S® this post to a degree that would he impolitic or dangerous ^ I 
shall write you again by the 10.30 a. m. tram, giving you any and all 
further information I may become acquainted with. 

I am, general, respectfully and obediently, yours, 

Commanding at Holla. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., August 20, 1S01. 

Hon. William Gilpin, Governor Colorado Territory : 

Sir : I am instructed by Major-General Fremont to say that you have 
authoritv to increase your force to 1,000 men, so that you can send the 
companies to relieve the garrison at Fort Wise. That garrison, when 
relieved, is ordered to repair to Santa F6 and report to Col. lii. It. b. 

Canby. , , 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. FAIOjN, 

Major , TJ. S. Army, and Military Secretary. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 30, 1S61. 

Circumstances, in my judgment, of sufficient urgency render it neces- 
sary that the commanding general of this department should assume 
the administrative powers of the State. Its disorganized condition, the 
helplessness of the civil authority, the total insecurity of life, and the 
devastation of property by bands of murderers and marauders, who 
infest nearly every county of the State, and avail themselves of the 
public misfortunes and the vicinity of a hostile force to gratify private 
and neighborhood vengeance, and who find an enemy wherever they 
find plunder, finally demand the severest measures to repress the daily- 
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increasing crimes and outrages ’which are driving off the inhabitants 
and ruining the State. 

In this condition the public safety and the success of our arms require 
unity of purpose, without let or hinderance to the prompt administra- 
tion of affairs. In order, therefore, to suppress disorder, to maintain 
as far as now practicable the public peace, and to give security and 
protection to the persons and property of loyal citizens, I do hereby 
extend and declare established martial law throughout the State of 
Missouri. 

The lines of the army of occupation in this State are for the present 
declared to extend from Leavenworth, by way of the posts of Jefferson 
City, Holla, and Ironton, to Cape Girardeau, on the Mississippi River. 

All persons who shall be taken with arms in their hands within these 
lines shall be tried by court-martial, and if found guilty will be shot. 

The property, real and personal, of all persons in the State of Missouri 
who shall take up arms against the United States, or who shall be 
directly proven to have taken an active part with their enemies in the 
field, is declared to be confiscated to the public use, and their slaves, if 
any they have, are hereby declared freemen. 

All persons who shall be proven to have destroyed, after the publica- 
tion of this order, railroad tracks, bridges, or telegraphs shall suffer the 
extreme penalty of the law. 

All persons engaged in treasonable correspondence, in giving or pro- 
curing aid to the enemies of the United States, in fomenting tumults, 
in disturbing the public tranquillity by creating and circulating false 
reports or incendiary documents, are in their own interests warned that 
they are exposing themselves to sudden and severe punishment. 

All persons who have been led away from their allegiance are re- 
quired to return to their homes forthwith. Any such absence, without 
sufficient cause, will be held to be presumptiveevidenee against them. 

The object of this declaration is to place in the hands of" the military 
authorities the power to give iustantaneous effect to existing laws, and 
to supply such deficiencies as the conditions of war demand., But this 
is not intended to suspend the ordinary tribunals of the country, where 
the law will be administered by the civil officers in the. usual manner, 
and with their customary authority, while the same can be peaceably 
exercised. 

The commanding general will labor vigilantly for the public welfare, 
and in his efforts for their safety hopes to obtain not only the acquies- 
cence but the active support of the loyal people of the country. 

J. 0. FRUMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding . 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 6. j Saint Louis , Mo., August 30, 1861. 

The commanding general sincerely regrets that he finds it necessary 
to make any reproach to the patriotic army under his command. He 
had hoped that the rigid enforcement of discipline and the good ex- 
ample of the mass of the enlightened soldiery which he has the honor 
to lead would have been sufficient to correct in good time the irregu- 
larities and license of a few who have reflected discredit upon our cause 
and ourselves. But the extension of martial law to all the State of 
Missouri, rendered suddenly necessary by its unhappy condition, ren- 
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ders it equally imperative to call the army to good order and rigorous 
rl i iVliu P 

They are reminded that the power to inflict the extraordinary severi- 
ties of the now governing law is rigidly confined to few, who are to be 

held strictly accountable for its exercise. . . . 

They are also reminded that the same necessity which requires the 
establishment of martial law demands also the enforcement of the mili- 
tary law, which governs themselves with the same sudden severity. 
The commanding general therefore strictly prohibits all vexatious pro- 
ceedings calculated unnecessarily to harass the citizens, and also un- 
authorized searches, seizures, and destruction of property, except in 
cases of military necessity, and for which the officer authorizing or 
permitting it will be held strictly and personally responsible. All offi- 
cers commanding districts, posts, or detachments are enjoined to use the 
utmost prudence and circumspection in the discharge of their duties. 
Under the circumstances a strict obedience to orders, close attention to 
duties, and an earnest effort to protect and to avoid harassing innocent 
persons is requested and expected everywhere from officers and men. 

The commanding general trusts that he will find few occasions to re- 
proach the troops. He hopes and believes that he will find many to 
admire and commend them. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

J J. 0. KELTOU, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., August 31, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. John Pope, U. S. A., Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : Major-General Fremont directs that you proceed forthwith to 
Northeast Missouri and take command in person in that quarter. Please 
report to the general in person before you start. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. EATOU, 

Major , U. S. Army , and Military Secretary. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., September 1, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. John Pope: 

Sir : You are hereby directed to take possession, if possible, of all the 
specie in the banks located at Canton and La Grange, Lewis County, 
Mo., and send the same at once to the city of Saint Louis, under a suffi- 
cient escort, giving a proper receipt for the same to the person entitled 
thereto. 

J. c. fbemont, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


State op Kansas, Executive Office, 

Topeka, September 1, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. FrLmont: 

Dear Sir : An effort is being made to get up a panic in our State, 
and I am told messengers have been sent to you representing a fearful 
state of things on our border. As some parties are interested to have 
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war on onr border, and consequently may not be impartial in their 
reports, I desire to say that we are in no danger of invasion, provided 
the Government stores at Fort Scott are sent back to Leavenworth and 
the Lane brigade is removed from the border. It is true small parties 
of secessionists are to be found in Missouri, but we have good reason 
to know that they do not intend to molest Kansas in force until Jack- 
son shall be reinstated as governor of Missouri. Indeed, when a short 
time since a guerrilla party came over and stole some property from our 
citizens, the Officers in command of the Confederates compelled a return 
of the property, and offered to give up the leader of the gang to our 
people for punishment. But what we have to fear, and do fear, is that 
Lane’s brigade will get up a war by going over the line, committing 
depredations, and then returning into our State. This course will force 
the secessionists to put down any force we may have for their own 
protection, and in this they will be joined by nearly all the Union men 
of Missouri. If you will remove the supplies at Fort Scott to the 
interior, and relieve us of the Lane brigade, I will guarantee Kansas 
from invasion from Missouri until Jackson shall drive you out of Saint 
Louis. 

I am progressing rapidly with the organization of the Home Guard, 
and have arranged for speedily filling one of the Hew Mexico regi- 
ments. With reference to the other, I am expecting to hear from your 
secretary. A gentleman here thinks he could furnish five companies for 
the Second Hew Mexico Regiment in a short time if Mr. Wood has not 
filled it. 

Could I have one company of cavalry and one of artillery in the 
Home Guard regiment, provided the State furnish the guns or a part 
of them and the cavalry company furnish then own horses and horse 
equipments ? If so, I should like it. 

I think the outfit tor the Hew Mexico regiments could be purchased 
here to good advantage, so far as mules, wagons, and provisions are 
concerned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. EOBIHSOH. 


Washing-ton, H. 0., September 2, 1861. 

Major-General FrLmont : 

My Dear Sir : Two points in your proclamation of August 30 give 
me some anxiety : 

First. Should you shoot a man, according to the proclamation, the 
Confederates would very certainly shoot our best men in their hands in 
retaliation; and so, man for man, indefinitely. It is, therefore, my order 
that you allow no man to be shot under the proclamation without first 
having my approbation or consent. 

Second. I think there is great danger that the closing paragraph, in 
relation to the confiscation of property and the liberating slaves of 
traitorous owners, will alarm our Southern Union friends and turn them 
against us; perhaps ruin our rather fair prospect for Kentucky. Allow 
me, therefore, to ask that you will, as of your own motion, modify that 
paragraph so as to conform to the first and fourth sections of the act 
of Congress entitled “An act to confiscate property used for insurrec- 
tionary purposes,” approved August 6, 1861, and a copy of which act I 
herewith send you. 

This letter is written in a spirit of caution and not of censure. I 
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send it by special messenger, in order that it may certainly and speedily 
reach you. 

Yours, very truly, 

A. LINCOLN. 


Headquarters, September 3, 18G1. 

To the President oe the United States, 

Washington City : 

Will you allow me to suggest that for the present no authority bo 
given to Governor Gamble to raise regiments in Missouri? 

J. 0. FK&MONT, 

, Major-General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

No. 3. ) Cairo, III., September 4, 1801. 

By virtue of directions from headquarters Department of the West, 
Cairo will be included in the Southeast Missouri District, and the un- 
dersigned therefore assumes command. 

Brig. Gen. J. A. McClernand, U. S. Yolunteers, being senior officer 
of the post of Cairo, is assigned to duty as commander, and will assume 
his duties as soon as practicable. 

Bird’s Point and Mound City will be considered as parts of the com- 
mand at Cairo. 

Headquarters of the Military District of Southeast Missouri will bo 
at this place until otherwise directed. 

U. S. GKANT, 

Brigadier- G eneral, Commanding. 


War Department, September 5, 1SG1. 
General Fremont, Saint Louis : 

I have seen your message to the President. The governor of Indiana 
telegraphed some days since that matters in Kentucky presented a 
threatening aspect. He was then advised, by consent of the President, 
to hold his four regiments in camp for the emergency he feared. One 
regiment has since been ordered from camp, the others remain there, 
bnder your statement that rebel forces are probably being moved into 
Kentucky, is it advisable to send regiments from Indiana to your 
assistance ? 

It this Department was more fully advised by you of the wants of your 
department, we might be able to serve you more promptly. It certainly 
is my desire to give you every possible assistance. 

SIMON CAMEKON. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

September 5, 18G1. 

Brigadier-General Curtis, 

Commanding Jefferson Barraelcs : 

Oeneral Fremont orders you to make up a command sufficient to 
c ptuie or disperse the rebel camp west of Sulphur Springs •, to arrange 
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for tlio movement as yon shall think best towards that object. Com- 
manding officer at arsenal to furnish yon such additional force as you 
need : also commanding officer at Carondelet the same. * 

J. H. EATON, 

Major , and Military Secretary. 


HUnnewell, Mo., September 6, 1861. 

Major-General FrMont : 

Arrived here this evening. Salt Eiver Bridge repaired so as to be 
passable. Rebel forces retreated from the road to Paris or Florida. 
Third engine went to Shelbina and saw train from the west, which came 
within 3 miles. The road will be clear to-morrow. Please send blankets 
and tents. Moore’s men are without either. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

September 0, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Pope : 

Your dispatch received. I am re-enforcing you. Make no important 
move till you hear further, ^ 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., September 6, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Grant, Paducah , Ky. : 

To enable you to continue personally in command of our forces at 
Cairo, Bird’s Point, Gape Girardeau, and Ironton, I have directed Brig- 
adier-General Smith to repair to Paducah, and assume command of the 
forces now at that place and on the Kentucky side of the Mississippi 
and Ohio Rivers. The order of the 5th instant informs you as to the 
nature of the operations to be carried on on both sides of the Missis- 


sippi River. 


J. C. FREMONT, 
Major- General , Commanding . 


Headquarters, 

Jefferson City, Mo., September 5, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo,: 

General: The steamer which transported Colonel Worthington’s 
command up the river returned yesterday, bringing considerable prop- 
erty which they had taken and some prisoners. Harris is in that sec- 
tion beyond doubt, and I hope Worthington may find him. 

X have dispatches from Colonel Marshall at Lexington. This place 
is for the present perfectly safe. 
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Colonel Mulligan’s command is progressing well, and nothing is to bo 
apprehended from him — other than success. 

News*froin the country south and west of this confirms my reports of 
yesterday. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. C. DAVIS, 

Colonel Twenty-second Indiana , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Jefferson City , Mo., September 0, 1SG1. 
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

General: The news since yesterday is still more convincing that 
Price, Parsons, and Pains are directing their movements up the Osage, 
with the view eventually, I think, of taking position somewhere on the 
river above here, probably just below Lexington. 

Their movements certainly threaten Fort Scott, and they may attack 
it; but their intention is, in iny judgment, to take a strong position on 
the river and cut us off from the forces above. This is necessary for 
them to do in order to get the forces and supplies now raised in North- 
east Missouri across the river. 

In my communications to General Pope some days ago I ventured to 
suggest the_ propriety of sending a reliable force to occupy Warsaw or 
some point in that vicinity. A well-managed force at this point would 
in a great measure prevent recruits and supplies being raised there for 
McCulloch’s forces. It would render Price’s movements very insecure, 
as he would be nearly if not quite cut oft* from McCulloch, and might 
if he moves farther north, be easily captured by a concentrated move- 
ment of troops upon him from this place, Fort Scott, Warsaw, and 
Lexington. 

lhe iilan submitted to you by Major Kraut for the defense of this 
place meets with my approval. A few well-selected sites for field-works, 
flanked and supported by a series of block-houses, abatis, &c., seem to 
be the best I could recommend. The material for building here is abim- 
dant, and sites winch would secure them from the range of the enemy’s 
artillery can generally be found. Should you think proper to order these 
works to be commenced it would do much to allay the fears of the citi- 
zens ot this place. There seems to be no grounds of fear from imme- 
diate danger, but they think so. 

The Home Guards give me much trouble on account of not being cloth ed 
and equipped. When called upon for duty they make this a complaint. 

Deports (not very reliable) last night state that Colonel Worthington 
had taken possession of Columbia. The rebels evacuated it at his ap- 
proach, hut had made a stand some 4 miles from there in such force 
. was doubtful about attacking them. I have a regiment and 
boats in readmess to succor him at once should it be necessary. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. C. DAVIS, 

Colonel Twenty -second Indiana Volunteers. 


„ Saint Louis, September 6 , 1801. 

Brigadier-General Pope : 

t0 the re Port received at these headquarters, Colom 
, th his command of 800 men, has been forced to retreat fror 
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Shelbina to Macon City (Hudson) by a band of rebels, under Green, 
numbering about 3,000, where he is now cut off from all hues of com- 
munication east of his position. 

In order to arrest the constant depredations of the rebels in Marion, 
Monroe, Shelby, Macon, and adjoining counties, and to visit on them 
the whole rigor of martial law, I have resolved upon a combined attack 
on Green’s men and their total annihilation. 

To effect this object you will be re-enforced by the First Kansas Eegi- 
ment and the Twenty-third Indiana Eegiment. 

Brigadier- General Sturgis will advance on Macon City (Hudson) with 
the Twenty-seventh Ohio Eegiment ; Colonel Groesbeck’s Thirty-ninth 
Ohio Eegiment ; one squadron Fremont Hussars, under Captain Von 
Blame; and Captain Schwartz’s full battery, under command of the first 
lieutenant. 

You will leave a comparative reserve at Palmyra, and then advance 
west towards Salt Eiver, and you will, under any circumstances, en- 
deavor to put yourself in communication with the command of Briga- 
dier-General Sturgis, who will operate towards the east against Shelbina. 

It will bo your object not only to disperse the enemy, but to follow 
him into his hiding- -places and annihilate him. 

After having 'put yourself in communication with Brigadier-General 
Sturgis by means of a reliable messenger, and after General Sturgis has 
advanced east towards Shelbina, you will force the passage of Salt 
Eiver (should the bridge be destroyed, you will find a suitable bridge 
towards the north or south), and thus make a combined attack on the 
rebels. 

After the junction of the forces has been accomplished, Brigadier- 
General Sturgis will be under your command. 

As communication between you and General Sturgis will be subject 
to the constant hazard of interruption, you will report by telegraph as 
often as necessary to these headquarters, whence dispatches may be 
sent to him. 

I inclose a copy of the order addressed to Brigadier- General Sturgis. 

J. 0. FEEMONT, 

Major - General , Commanding. 

[Inoloauro.] 

Saint Louis, September 6 , 1861 . 
Brigadier-General Sturgts, Commanding at Arsenal: 

Sir : In order to put a stop to the robberies and violences committed 
by the rebel hordes under Green, who are now assembled at Shelbina 
to the number of about 3,000, and who have cut off Colonel Williams 
from his eastern communication lines, I have resolved upon a combined 
attack, on the rebels and their annihilation. 

General Pope will endeavor, with his disposable force, re-enforced 
by the First Kansas and the Twenty-third Indiana Eegiment, to force a 
passage across Salt Eiver, or to gain a crossing by some other means. 
Further details concerning the general plan and the junction of the 
forces General Pope will endeavor to transmit to you by a reliable 
messenger. 

To carry out this combined attack you will assume command of the 
following forces : 

The Twenty-seventh Ohio Eegiment, Colonel Fuller. 

The Thirty-ninth Ohio Eegiment, Colonel Groesbeck. 

One squadron of Fremont Hussars, Captain Blume. 
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Captain Schwartz’s full battery, under the command of the first lieu- 

te Your main endeavor will be to cut off the enemy from the road lead- 
inn- to Shelbyville, and generally to render impossible the dispersion of 
his forces by squads, and to annihilate the gang of rebels as a who la. 

4 g tii© communication between you and Creneial Pope will bo subject 
to the constant hazard of interruption, you will report as often as neces- 
sary by telegraph to headquarters, whence dispatenes can be sent to 

^I inclose a copy of the order addressed to Brjgadier-G-eneg^Pope. 

Major- General, Comm anding. 


Hunnewell, Mo., September 7, 1801. 

Major-General Fremont: 

The road is now open. Train went west this afternoon. Leave 1,500 
men here, and make night march against Green with 1,000 men. and 
four nieces of artillery. You will not hear from me before late to-morrow. 
1 JUO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General . 


Jefferson Barracks, Mo., September 7, 1801. 

Maj. J. H. Eaton: 

The union of cavalry and infantry was all right at Sulphur Springs 
at 7.30 o’clock last night. It moved forward as directed, effectually 
preventing the news preceding it. I directed telegraphic reports from 
Sulphur Springs, but no news has yet been received there. I now leave 
this post to execute my order, to assume command at Camp Benton, 
and direct dispatches from Sulphur Springs to be forwarded to you and 
I also. 

SAME. B. CUB.TIS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cairo, III., September 7, 1S61. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Further reports render it morally certain, in my opinion, that the 
enemy under Polk is about 6,000 strong at Columbus; that yesterday 
their heavy cannon were lying on the ground under the bluff, and that 
Thompson, with an additional force, was encamped opposite [in] Missouri. 
The account is that the force at Columbus is from tJnion City and Mad- 
rid, and this is poorly equipped. 

JOHN - A. MCOLEBMAMD, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cairo, III., September 7, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Information received since my last, which I believe to be true : Pillow 
and Jeff. Thompson are now at Columbus, with a force of 8,000 or 10,000 
men, perhaps more, and are fortifying the heights there. 

JOHN A. McCLEEUAMD, 

Brigadier- Geernal. 
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Cairo, September 7, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

General Paine, in command of the Federal forces at Paducah, reports 
this morning that General Pillow, having left Missouri, will probably 
march upon Paducah with a reputed force of 4,000 men in two days, 
and further says that General Tilghman, with a reputed force of 2,000 
Confederates, is within 24 miles of Paducah. General Paine, in order 
to provide against exigencies, asks to be immediately re-enforced, at 
least by two regiments of infantry. 

•ft ft ft ft ft ^ # 

JOHN A. McCLERNAND, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hunnewell, Mo., September 7, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Road will be open to-day. Green, from all accounts, encamped near 
Florida, 20 miles southeast of this place. Three hundred men of the 
regiment at Quincy now occupy Palmyra. Have not’ yet heard direct 
from Hurlbut, but shall by morning. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- Genera, l, Commanding. 


Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

September 7, 1861. 

Major-General FrEmont : 

The communications of rail and wire entirely cut off on the Hannibal 
and Saint Joseph. Lane reports the enemy’s column marching on Lex- 
ington. Can a force attack from Jefferson City while Lane attacks 
from the west ! 


W. E. PRINCE. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Fort Lincoln , September 7, 1S61. 
Capt. W. E. Prince, Commanding Post Fort Leavemoorth : 

I send you the latest news from the front.* Although but a handful 
of men and but little artillery, I propose to pursue far enough to threaten 
their rear and confuse them. 

I can only say again that if the Government had furnished us artil- 
lery, the army that we are now pursuing would have been blotted out. 

The object of the pursuit is a hope that we will be able to cut off their 
train and recover the mules they have stolen from us. 

J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Headquarters, 

Saint Charles , Mo., September 7, 1861 — 9 p. m. 
Capt. John C. Kelton, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Dept, of the West, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I reached this place about 
1 p. m. to-day, and found the troops still on board the boats, which did 


Inclosure not found. 
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not arrive until 10 a. m. The, artillery and cavalry have not yet arrived. 
There appears to he some difficulty ahead, and I fear the track is torn 
up and the bridges destroyed. Am engine started last night to tiling 
S 0 DI 6 cars down from a point 90 miles distant} and lias not yet lotiiiiicd j 
also the freight train due from above at 4 p. m. to-day has not been h eard 
from Mr. Gamble (the railroad agent here) informs me that we have 
been’ expected on this road for the last three days, and he is of opinion 
that the bridges have been destroyed ; he is confirmed in this opinion 
by the circumstance that if an ordinary accident had happened to these 
trains a hand car would have been sent in to bring the intelligence. 

This letter will not go out until 11 p. m., so that if you receive it at 
all you will know that no down trains have arrived up to that hour, for 
otherwise I should not send it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J 1 S. D. STURGIS, 

Brigadier- General. U. 8. Volunteers 


p. s._i forgot to mention that a Major Krekel, of the Home Guards, 
started north this morning with his force, taking one engine and eight- 
een of the cars intended for the troops of my command. By what au- 
thority he is acting does not appear, but by so doing he has delayed 
our starting somewhat, and, indeed, he may be interfering with the 
trains now due. 


Headquarters, 

Saint Charles , Mo., September 7, 1861 — 11.30 p. m. 
Major I. 0. Woods, Department Headquarters : 

Major: Tour letter is just received. We have been delayed here, 
which my previous letter will explain. Green is evidently falling down 
to Mexico, with a view to destroy the bridges at that point. The two 
regiments will start at daylight, and in view of the present condition of 
things will order them to take position at the most advanced bridge 
and hold it until we can get the cavalry and artillery up. They have 
not yet reached this point. 

Bespectfully, &c., 

S. D. STUBGIS, 

Brigadier- General, TJ. S. Volunteers. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 7, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Cairo, III. : 

Six 8-inch coltunbiads and ten 32-pounder guns, with barbette car- 
riages, left Pittsburg for Cairo on two special trains — the first last night, 
the second at noon to-day. One regiment from this place should arrive 
at 8 o’clock to-morrow. A boat sent to take regiment from opposite 
Commerce to Cairo. Other re-enforcements will follow to-morrow. Gen- 
eral Smith must throw up earthworks and plant guns at Paducah, but 
make no advance. He should occupy Smithland with four companies, 
if they can be spared. At least one gunboat should be kept at Paducah. 
The work at Port Holt must immediately be commenced with all the 
laborers at Cairo and Bird’s Point. The place should be strongly guarded, 
an advance guard pushed across Oaney Creek, and the heights command- 
ing Port Jefferson and Blandville should be occupied. Crossing at 
Norfolk and Belmont watched. 

j. c. pb£mont, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters, September 7, 1861. 
Ool. Jeeeerson 0. Davis, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

Brigadier-General Sturgis, with strong force, left last night for Macon 
City* He will have cavalry and artillery by morning. Bebels under 
Green are reported as having retreated from Shelbina to Paris or Florida. 

J. 0. FRBMOFT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 8, 1861. 

The President: 

My Dear Sir : Tour letter of the 2d, by special messenger, I know 
to have been written before you had received my letter, and before my 
telegraphic dispatches and the rapid development of critical conditions 
here had informed you of affairs in this quarter. I had not written to 
you fully and frequently, first, because in the incessant change of 
affairs I would be exposed to give you contradictory accounts ; and, 
secondly, because the amount of the subjects to be laid before you 
would demand too much of your time. 

Trusting to have your confidence, I have been leaving it to events 
themselves to show you whether or not I was shaping affairs here accord- 
ing to your ideas. The shortest communication between Washington 
and Saint Louis generally involves two days, and the employment of 
two days in time of war goes largely towards success or disaster. I 
therefore went along according to my own judgment, leaving the result 
of my movements to justify me with you. 

And so in regard to my proclamation of the 30th. Between the rebel 
armies, the Provisional Government, and home traitors, I felt the posi- 
tion bad and saw danger. In the night I decided upon the proclama- 
tion and the form of it. I wrote it the next morning and printed it the 
same day. I did it without consultation or advice with any one, acting 
solely with my best judgment to serve the country and yourself, and 
perfectly willing to receive the amount of censure which should be 
thought due if I had made a false movement. This is as much a move- 
ment in the war as a battle, and in going into these I shall have to act 
according to my judgment of the ground before me, as I did on this 
occasion. If upon reflection your better judgment still decides that 1 
am wrong in the article respecting the liberation of slaves, I have to 
ask that you will openly direct me to. make the correction. The im- 
plied censure will be received as a soldier always should the reprimand 
of his chief. If I were to retract of my own accord,, it would imply that 
I myself thought it wrong, and that I had acted without the reflection 
which the gravity of the point demanded. But I did not. 1 acted with 
full deliberation, and upon the certain conviction that it was a measure 
right and necessary, and I think so still. . , . . „ 

In regard to the other point of the proclamation to which you refer, 
I desire to say that I do not think the enemy can either misconstrue or 
urge anything against it, or undertake to make, unusual retaliation. 
The shooting of men who shall rise in arms against an army in the 
military occupation of a country is merely a necessary measure of de- 
fense, and entirely according to the usages of civilized warfare, lhe 
article does not at all refer to prisoners of war, and certainly our 
enemies have no ground for requiring that we should waive m their 
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benefit any of the ordinary advantages which the usages of war allow 
to us. As promptitude is itself an advantage in war, I have also to 
ask that you will permit me to carry out upon the spot the provisions 
of the proclamation in this respect. Looking at affairs from this point 
of view, I am satisfied that strong and vigorous measures have now be- 
come necessary to the success of our arms ; and hoping that my views 
may have the honor to meet your approval, 

I am, with respect and regard, very truly, yours, 

J. 0. fkGjmont. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

September 8, 18G1. 

The President : 

Mv Dear Sir: I send by another hand what I ask you to consider 
in respect to the subject of the note by your special messenger. 

In this I desire to ask your attention to the position of affairs in Ken- 
tucky. As the rebel troops driven out from Missouri had invaded 
Kentucky in considerable force, and by occupying Union City, Hick- 
man, and Columbus were preparing to seize Paducah and attack Cairo, 
I judged it impossible, without losing important advantages, to defer 
any longer a forward movement. For this purpose I have drawn from 
the Missouri side a part of the force which had been stationed at Bird’s 
Point, Cairo, and Cape Girardeau, to Fort Holt and Paducah, of which 
places we have taken possession. As the rebel forces outnumber ours, 
and the counties of Kentucky between the Mississippi and Tennessee 
Rivers, as well as those along the latter and the Cumberland, are 
strongly secessionist, it becomes imperatively necessary to have the 
co-operation of the loyal Union forces under Generals Anderson and Kel- 
son, as well as of those already encamped opposite Louisville, under 
Colonel Rousseau. 

I have re-enforced, yesterday, Paducah with two regiments, and will 
continue to strengthen the position with men and artillery. As soon as 
General. Smith, who commands there, is re-enforced sufficiently to enable 
him to spread his forces, he will have to take and hold Mayfield and 
Lovelaceville, to be in the rear and flank of Columbus, and to occupy 
Smithland, controlling in this way the mouths of both the Tennessee 
and the Cumberland Rivers. At the same time, Colonel Rousseau should 
bring his force, increased, if possible, by two Ohio regiments, in boats to 
Henderson, and, taking the Henderson and Nashville Railroad, occupy 
Hopkinsville, while General Nelson should go with a force of 0,000 by 
railroad to Louisville and from there to Bowling Green. 

As the population in all the counties through 'which the above rail- 
roads pass are loyal, this movement could be made without delay or 
molestation to the troops. 

Meanwhile General Grant would take possession of the entire Cairo 
and Fulton Railroad, Piketon, New Madrid, and the shore of the Missis- 
sippi opposite Hickman and Columbus. The foregoing disposition 
having been effected, a combined attack will be made upon Columbus, 
and, if successful in that, upon Hickman, while Rousseau and Nelson 
will move in concert, by railroad, to Nashville, Tenn., occupying the 
State capital, and, with an adequate force, New Providence. 

The conclusion of this movement would be a combined advance toward 
Memphis, on the Mississippi, as w r ell as the Memphis and Ohio Railroad, 
and I trust the result would be a glorious one to the country. 
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In reply to a letter from General Sherman, by the hand of Judge 
Williams, in relation to the vast importance of securing possession in 
advance of the country lying between the Ohio, Tennessee, and Missis- 
sippi, I have to-day suggested the first part of the preceding plan. By 
extending my command to Indiana, Tennessee, and Kentucky you would 
enable me to" attempt the accomplishment of this all-important result ; 
and in order to secure the secrecy necessary to its success, I shall not 
extend the communication which I have made to General Sherman or 
repeat it to any one else. 

With high respect and regard, I am, very truly, yours, 

J. G. EREMOKT. 


Cairo, III., September 8, 1861. 

General. John 0. Fremont, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Information received from a spy, and also from Kentuckians who 
have fled from their homes, report the rebel strength at Columbus 
to-day at eighteen regiments of infantry and a considerable number of 
artillery and cavalry. They have two batteries of heavy pieces and 
two gunboats. One of their gunboats has been up to within 3 miles 
of Cairo this evening. Ho troops from Saint Louis to-day. 

U. S. GRANT. 


Hunnewell, Mo., September 8, 1SG1. 

Maj or- Gen eral - ‘FRLmont : 

Did not move last night, because the re-enforcements from Hurlbut 
did not reach here until 10 p. m. — too late for the object. I have now 
force enough to move on Green, and will do so to-night. Your dispatch, 
to make no important movement without further advices, received. 
Please answer, and give me authority to move. 

’ JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hunnewell, Mo., September 8/1861. 

Major-General ErEmdnt : 

The road is now open and clear as far west as Platte River. I have 
heard nothing of the re-enforcements of which you telegraphed. 

& JNO. POPE. 


Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III, September 8, 1861. 

Col. Ered. Heoker, 

Commanding Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteers: 

I have reliable information that a guard of 500 cavalry, unsupported 
by infantry or artillery, are now 7 miles from you, on the Cairo and 
Columbus road. By leaving at 11 o’clock or later I think you will be 
able to take them. Be exceedingly cautious not to lie led too far, and 
surprise them if you can. I am at the same time fitting out an expedi- 
tion to try and surprise Jeff. Thompson, who is on the Missouri side of 
the river about the same distance off. Keep these matters to yourself 
for to-night. 

h TJ. S. GRANT, _ ' 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 8, 1861, 

Col. J. B. Turchin, . ^ , _ , _ _ 

Commanding JUnetecuth Illinois V oluntGOVs^ Font Jlolt 5 Jxy* * 

I am informed that Colonel Decker has got to the rear of some rebel 
forces, while Colonel Ross’ regiment is in their front. Yon will proceed 
at once, with six companies of your command, to their relief. Captain 
Schwartz, of the artillery, who is at Fort Holt, will give you the neces- 

sary directions. U. S. GEAHT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, September 8, 18G1. 
Brigadier-General McClernand, Cairo , III. : 

Send forthwith the two regiments required by General Paine, and 
also the two 6-pounders. Send forward also Smith’s regiment. Do not 
permit the least delay. Re-enforcements from Saint Louis are being 
sent forward to replace them. Keep up frequent communication with 
Paducah, and keep me minutely advised. Report to me the arrival of 
artillery now on the way to Cairo from different points. Acknowledge 

this dispatch. j a fkDmOHT, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, September 9, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, Cairo : 

Has General Smith gone to Paducah ! I am credibly informed from 
Louisville that Pillow, with 7,000 men and artillery, is marching on 
Paducah: also that the Tennesseeans are going to make a forward 
movement to-night or to-morrow to Kentucky. Has the re-enforcement 
from Saint Louis reached Cairo! Inform General Smith, at Paducah, 
that I direct him to place a battery at the Marine Hospital immediately 
and the other on the heights near Cross Creek, and prepare for forward 
movements towards Mayfield as soon as re-enforcements arrive. 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major-General, Commanding . 

Cairo, III., September 9, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont: 

Colonel Hecker has got in the rear of 500 cavalry, Kentucky side. 
Colonel Ross’ regiment is in front, and six companies of Turchin’s will 

go to their assistance. We occupy Norfolk. n-DA-vrm 

TJ. S. GEANTj 
Brigadier- General. 

Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 9, 1861. 

Col. G. Waag-ner, __ . 77 _ r 

Chief of Artillery, Comdg. Detachment near Norfolk, Mo.: 

I am directed by General Grant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatches from camp near Norfolk, and to inform you that he has 
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issued orders to Colonel Wallace to send you four additional companies 
of infantry and two days’ rations for your whole command. You will 
hold your position as long as you think it prudent to do so. 

WM. S. HILLYER, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III ., September 9, 1861. 

Col. J. Cook, 

Seventh Illinois Vols ., Comdg. Cape Girardeau, Mo. : 

You will please send an express to Jackson immediately upon the 
receipt of this, and direct Colonel Marsh to move into Cape Girardeau, 
with all his command, at once. He will then proceed by first convey- 
ance to this place, bringing all his baggage with him. Captain Stewart, 
with his cavalry company, will cross the river at Cape Girardeau, and 
march to this place as soon as joined by the detachment at Jackson, 
sending his baggage by river. Push the works of fortifying as rapidly 
as possible to completion. With them completed, your garrison will 
be sufficient to hold the place against any force that can be suddenly 
brought against it. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , 111., September 9, 1861. 

Commander Gunboat Conestoga: 

I understand Norfolk is being inarched upon by troops on the Mis- 
souri side; also that the gunboat Lexington will likely be attacked. 
You will therefore proceed to her assistance as soon as practicable. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, September 9, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. TJ. S. Grant, Cairo: 

Second dispatch, about TIecker, not understood. Keep strictly within 
your orders in reference to the Kentucky movements. After Norfolk 
is occupied take a position at or near Belmont, out of reach of gunboats, 
so as to prevent any communication between Belmont and Charleston, 
with the object to surround and annihilate Thompson, who is reported 
yet to be at or near Commerce. Say to General Smith that it is most 
important that Smithland should be occupied by four companies imme- 
diately, to control the Cumberland River. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Cairo, September 9, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont : 

Your two dispatches received. I will start copy of them to General 
Smith, at Paducah, at once. Colonel Hecker has been no further in 
Kentucky than you directed. Pickets to be thrown out. No troops from 
31 R R— vol m 
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a . . T T fin not know if General Smith lias been re-enforced or 

S T ^'turned here X battalion of Oglesby’s regiment, wliicl, lie 

“t did arrive - / iU0W tfrtS 

yet started for Paducali. I will telegraph you any re-enforcements that 
arrive at this place. g > GRAFT T. 


Headquarters Fort Leavenworth^Kans.^^^ 

Commanding Kansas Brigade , Fort Lincoln , Kans . . 

General • I received your note of the 7tli last evening, and the 
communication by Lieutenant Hollister, U S. Army, ^the W 

As requested, I will forward copies. Indeed, I have forwarded to 
General Fremont copies of all your reports, m order to place before 
that officer a full and comprehensive view of affairs m your section of 

C °Yoii' are not aware that the communication with Saint Louis via the 
Hannibal and Saint Joseph road is and has been cut oft Hie past week, 
and in order to obtain a co-operation of the troops at Jefferson Oity, 1 
have communicated by telegraph to Omaha, thence by mail to Bur- 
lington, thence by telegraph to General Fremont, suggesting the pro- 
priety of dispatching a column from Jefterson City to attack on the 
.east whilst von were attacking on tlio west. This proposition will 
reach General Fremont to-night, the 9th. I have been, and shall con- 
tinue to be, unceasing in my efforts to strengthen you with men and 
means ; but, general, let me advise you to husband all your supplies, 
especially ammunition. I am aware that new levies are not so easily 
handled as veterans, but the everlasting admonition for economy will 
in time have its effects. I propose to send Lieutenant Hollister back 
to you in a day or two, after instructing him in the details of his duties, 
and I would suggest that he be placed upon ordnance duty ah your 
headquarters, to superintend the distribution of the supplies pertaining 
to that important branch of the public service. I hope you will adopt 
early and active measures to crush out this marauding which is being 
enacted in Captain Jennison’s name, as also yours, by a band of men 
representing themselves as belonging to your command. Captain Wil- 
der will be able to give the details of their conduct at Leavenworth 
City, and doubtless tlieir atrocities in other localities have been already 
represented to you. Please have a formal examination into the plun- 
dering of private and public buildings which has recently taken place, 
as I am informed, at Fort Scott. It will be necessary for representa- 
tion to higher authority and for the adjustment of the accounts of 
disbursing officers. 

I have heard nothing as yet from Colonel Peabody. I inclose you an 
extract from an official letter received yesterday from Lieutenant Case, 
acting assistant quartermaster at Kansas City. I cannot strengthen 
the sentence by any official information. If the troops are there, they 
must have been sent from Jefferson City — ordered first upon Lexington, 
then west — and Colonel Peabody’s command may be ■with them. 

A few days since I recommended the employment of spies to scour 
the country 100 miles west of Scott, to give information of any move- 
ment of the enemy towards the Santa Fe road. I hope you have 
initiated the work. 
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,If you desire to have commissions from the governor of Kansas for 
the field officers of the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Eegiments of your 
command, and -will give me the names, rank, and date, I will have them 
sent to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. PRINCE, 

Captain , First Infantry , Commanding. 


Headquarters Fort Leavenworth, Kans,, 

September 9, 1861. 


General J. H. Lane, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade , Fort Lincoln , Kans. : 

General : I inclose you a telegram this moment received. I would 
recommend that you concentrate forces sufficient to form a strong 
column of attack and march at once upon the enemy’s rear. Of course 
find out definitely where Peabody is. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. E. PRINCE, 

Captain , First Infantry , Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Kansas City, September 9, 1861. 

Oapt. W. E. Prince : 

In accordance with Colonel Peabody’s order I forward you the fol- 
lowing information, which was received at 7 o’clock yesterday evening: 

Colonel Peabody marched from Lexington towards Warren sburg 
Sunday, intending to camp at said point last night, where the Irish 
Brigade awaits them. When the junction is formed, the strength of 
the combined forces will be 4,000. Colonel Peabody, acting under the 
impression that General Lane is retreating on this point before Price, 
says that he will form a junction with General Lane 25 or 30 miles 
south of this point ; also that I must move from here to keep the com- 
munications open between him, General Lane, and Colonel Marshall, in 
command at Lexington. Should the forces leave here at this time, we 
give the town up to pillage. Of this I am satisfied. Rains’ advance is 
at Harrisonville, west of Warren sburg 30 miles. The enemy is gather- 
ing around in detached parties from 200 to 500. I forwarded a copy 
of ' Colonel Peabody’s command to General Lane. Has been on the 
road twelve hours. 

M. P. BERRY, 

Major , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Mexico , Mo., September 9, 1861. 

Capt. John C. Kelton, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Western Department : 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this place to- 
day at 10 o’clock a. m., with my entire command, except the cavalry 
and baggage wagons, none of which have arrived, nor will it before 
to-morrow. The supply of engines and cars was not sufficient to reach 
this point earlier or to bring it all. The consequence is that we may 
not be able to move as soon as might be hoped. 
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TTr>r»rn nil T learn Green’s band is some place in tlie vicinity of 
£ "lotlSng bas reached me yet from General Pope. Consider- 
ing the raw character of the troops under my command, I would respect- 
f Ilf surest that if a few companies of regular infantry could be 
snared from Rolla, they would add greatly to our hopes of success m 
case we should fall in with the whole rebel force. The rebels, further- 
more are all, or nearly so, mounted ; and should they feel disposed to 
scatter (which they are sure to do if we are too strong for them), it 
will be impossible to overtake them with infantry, and therefore moie 
cavalry (particularly regular) is very desirable. 

X am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant^^^ 

TirinaRie.r- General. Commanding. 


Saint Lotjis, September 9, 1801. 
Col. J. H. Eaton, Military Secretary , Saint Louis : 

Colonel: I am instructed by Col. Jefferson C. Davis, commanding 
at Jefferson City, to ask two additional regiments of infantry (Indiana), 
two batteries light artillery (Indiana), and some heavy guns for the 
field work now under construction at that place. Colonel Davis in- 
structed me to say that this force will be necessary to the execution of 
his plans touching Warsaw and other places in that direction. He 
would like to have the Indiana cavalry, if ready for service. 

Eespectfully, G0 BD01T 

Major, Twenty -second Indiana Volunteers. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 10, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, Cairo, III. : 

Dispatch received. Push forward actively on the Missouri side. 
Move the gunboats cautiously in concert with the troops on shore, and 
confine yourself to holding the positions we have taken in Kentucky. 
Gratified to know that Port Holt is progressing well. Inform General 
Smith that the Eleventh Regiment Indiana Volunteers, with three com- 
panies of regular cavalry and one comjiany of volunteer cavalry, left 
for Paducah this morning at 4 o’clock. 

J. C. EREMOMT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 10, 1801. 

Brig. Gen. 0. E. Smith, 

Commanding U. S. Forces, Paducah , Ky. : 

The heavy ordnance I proposed sending you has not yet arrived. As 
soon as it reaches here it will be forwarded. I am sending you to-day 
50,000 rations. The artillery you asked for cannot be spared from 
here. I have, however, applied to General Fremont for two addi- 
tional pieces, to be added to Lieutenant Willard’s battery. I regret to 
say, also, that it will be impossible to send you cavalry from this ] tost 
for the present. There are but three companies — only one of them fully 
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armed — at all three posts, and General Fremont has directed me to send 
not less than two companies to Fort Holt. 

Please inform, me if yon have received information from np the Ohio. 
The information I get here has rather indicated that the rebels have 
withdrawn their forces from towards Paducah, and are orga niz ing at 
Columbus, Ky., where they now have not less than sixteen regiments 
of infantry, thirteen siege gims, four batteries of field artillery, and two 
battalions, of eight companies each, of cavalry. In addition to this, 
they have a column of 2,000 to 3,000 on the Missouri side opposite. I 
get my information from an official of Major-General Polk, brigading 
this command. 

On the return of the steamer Graham I will send her to Saint Louis, 
and put some other boat in her place. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 
Fort Lane , Barnesville, September 10, 1861. 
Capt. W. E. Prince, Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 

Sir : I am thus far on my march eastward. I propose to march east 
as far as Papinsville, if possible, clearing out the valley of the Osage. 
I will from there turn north, clearing out the valley of the Marais-des- 
Cygnes, Butler, Harrisonville, Osceola, and Clinton, and proceed in that 
direction until I hear from the column under Peabody. If attacked by 
an overwhelming superior force, I will, of course, fall back on Kansas. 

I aril moving with a column of about 1,200 infantry, 800 cavalry, and 
two pieces of artillery. I will leave at Fort Scott about 200 cavalry, at 
Fort Lincoln about 300 infantry and cavalry, and at Barnesville, Fort 
Lane, about 200 infantry and cavalry, which I think sufficient to protect 
these points. 

I will camp in the neighborhood of Ball’s Mill to-night, and in the 
neighborhood of Papinsville to-morrow. 

J. H. LANE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Washington, September 11, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont: 

Sir : Yours of the 8th, in answer to mine of the 2d instant, is just 
received. Assuming that you, upon the ground, could better judge of 
the necessities of your position than I could at this distance, on seeing 
your proclamation of August 30 I perceived no general objection to it. 
The particular clause, however, in relation to the confiscation of prop- 
erty and the liberation of slaves appeared to me to be objectionable in 
its non-conformity to the act of Congress passed the 6th of last August 
upon the same subjects ; and hence I wrote you, expressing my wish that 
that clause should be modified accordingly. Y our answer, just received, 
expresses the preference on your part that I should make an open order 
for the modification, which I very cheerfully do. It is therefore or- 
dered that the said clause of said proclamation be so modified, held, and 
construed as to conform to and not to transcend the provisions on the 
same subject contained in the act of Congress entitled “An act to con- 
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fiscate property used for insurrectionary purposes, w approved August 0, 
1861 and that said act be published at length with this order. 

’ Your obedient servant, A. LINCOLN. 

Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III . , September 11, 1801. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Since my report of last night nothing has transpired of note except 
the information that re-enforcements to the number of about 5,000 uion 
arrived at Columbus last night. About that number crossed to the Mis- 
souri shore The rebels have not shown themselves as far up the river 
to-day as yesterday. To-day a soldier, representing lmnself as a men iber 
of Colonel Bowen’s regiment, deserted, and succeeded m reaching our 
o-unboats. He states that he is from Wisconsin, emigrated to Southern 
Missouri last year, and when our difficulties broke out was pressed into 
service. He says that Jeff. Thompson’s forces, about 2,000 men (700 ot 
them cavalry), occupy ground opposite Columbus. They are lmdly 
armed and clothed. Last night 5,000 men from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee arrived, and about an equal number crossed to the Mis- 
souri shore. These troops are represented as well clothed and armed. 
Provisions, blankets, clothing, ammunition, and arms are plenty in their 
camp: thinks most of their pork is obtained from Ohio. Heard the 
officers talk of attacking Bird’s Point and Cairo at times; then again of 
awaiting an attack where they are. Are throwing up breastworks along 
the whole front of Columbus. They are represented to have thirty- 
live to forty pieces of artillery (a portion rifled) and six or seven siege 
pieces iu position, and more on the ground ready to put up. Ill Colonel 
Bowen’s regiment there are quite a number of northern men, who are 
not there from choice, but only await an action to turn on tboir officers 
and leave the Southern Confederacy forever. 

I would respectfully urge the necessity of having clothing of almost 
every description, particularly shoes, blankets, and shirts, forwarded 
here as soon as possible. Tents also are required. Cavalry is much 
needed ; also cavalry equipments for tbe troops here and more batteries 
of light artillery. All the re-enforcements that can be spared for this 
post, of every arm of service, would be welcome. There are two com- 
panies of the Seventh Iowa Begiment now stationed at Potosi, Mo. ; tbe 
balance of the regiment here. I would recommend that they be relieved 
and sent to their regiment. 

IT. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Brookfield, September 11, 18GI. 

Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont: 

I have command of this post some days, but must have four pieces of 
artillery if I hold it much longer. The rebels are concentrating around 
in every direction, and I know we will be attacked before long. This post 
and stores and round-house must be held. Over 200 of my command 
are aiding to build the Platte River Bridge, near Saint Joseph. No com- 
munication with General Pope since he has been on the road. Fifteen 
hundred of Green’s forces commenced crossing the river about Glasgow 
yesterday, 45 miles from here. 

W. JAS. MORGAN, 

Colonel. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , 111 ., September 11, 1861. 
Col. G. Waagner, Chief of Artillery , Norfolk , -Mo. : 

Ton will renew your reconnaissance of yesterday, pushing as far 
down the river as practicable, and annoying the enemy in every way 
possible. Colonel Oglesby is instructed to give you all the force that 
can be spared from Norfolk, and the gunboat Conestoga will act in con- 
junction with you. Should you make any important discoveries, inform 
me as early as possible. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 11, 1861. 

Col. E. J. Oglesby, Norfolk , Mo. : 

Throw forward, under the direction of Colonel Waagner, as large a 
force as can be spared from Norfolk, to reconnoiter down the river in 
conjunction with the gunboat Conestoga. Norfolk must be held. Send 
back to your post for' rations. The forces from Cairo will be relieved as 
soon as another regiment arrives to take their place. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Hudson, September 12, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

It is altogether untrue that any bridges or culverts have been de- 
stroyed between this place and Hannibal, as stated in the papers. Since 
my arrival in this section a trestle work was destroyed by Green. It 
was repaired, and day before yesterday spread out as the train passed 
over. It was a simple accident. It is now repaired, and the road is 
clear to Platte River. The news that Green has crossed at Glasgow is 
undoubted. He has carried out of North Missouri a large part of the 
ruffians and bridge-burners who have committed outrages. Within a 
few days all will be quiet again. I go forward to Saint Joseph, and 
thence' to Keokuk. I will have Glasgow and Brunswick immediately 
visited by a strong force, and as soon as the regiments of Glover, Moore, 
Tindall, and Poster are ready I will turn the regiments to the line of 
the Missouri River. 

JNO. POPE. 


Hudson, Mo., September 12, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

The Sixteenth Illinois and the Second Kansas, numbering about 
1,100 men, with two pieces of artillery, go forward this morning, to oc- 
cupy Saint Joseph. As soon as the Platte River Bridge is repaired, I 
shall march on Glasgow, where Green and Bevier are arriving, to cross 
the Missouri in three columns— from this point, from Brookfield, and 
from Sturgeon, on North Missouri. I am awaiting here the arrival of a 
regiment from Mexico. There are several small squads dispersed from 
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Green’s command at Florida skulking in the neighborhood of Monroe, 
trying to rejoin him. A party of 50 men was attacked yesterday by 
Moore’s force, near. Ely Station, and dispersed with a loss of 2 killed. 
I shall march myself with the column from this point. 

The drunkenness, incapacity, and shameful neglect of duty of many 
officers of rank in this district have brought matters to a sad state ill 
Forth Missouri. I shall repair the mismanagement rapidly ; but to do 
so effectually the principal offenders must be brought to punishment. 
I have sent Colonel Blair, Second Kansas, and Major Hays and Captain 
Ealston, Sixteenth Illinois, to Saint Louis in arrest. Charges will be 
transmitted as soon as there is a moment’s leisure to make them out. A. 
thorough reform is needed in the regiments which have been stationed 
in this district, and must be made vigorously and with the strong hand. 
I am satisfied I shall have your cordial support in carrying it out 
against all clamor. 

JKO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Cairo, III., September 12, 1861. 

General John C. Fremont: 

Cannot the troops move from this place to Paducah or a part of them 
be returned ? More troops are needed here. 

U. S. GEAHT, 
Brigadier- Genera l. 


0 Cairo, III., September 12, 1861. 

Major-General FrLmont : 

Colonel Wallace reports all quiet on the other side. Colonel Marsh, 
with his regiment, at Bird’s Point. I have sent down “Aleck Scott 77 
with two regiments and camp equipage to Norfolk, with orders to liolcl 
the position. A gunboat will be there to prevent attack by river and 
a transport will keep up communication and supplies. 

JOHH A. MoCLEKHAND. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III . , September 12, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis , ilfo. ; 

To-day our scouts have not been able to discover anything of the 
enemy. A reconnaissance has been made of the roads around Fort Jef- 
ferson, and I shall take possession of it day after to-morrow with most 
of the force at Fort Holt. A battery at Fort Jefferson will not com- 
mand down the river but very little, but commands up to the mouth of 
the Ohio completely. 

I am told that a paper picked up below here to-day gives the rebels 5 
loss in the little engagement with our gunboats yesterday at 6S killed 
3 guns and gunboat Yankee disabled, and a large number wounded. Of 
course the Federal loss is reported very large. 

McCulloch is reported to have been in Columbus within the last few 
days. He is such a ubiquitous character, that I place no great reli- 
ance in it. 

I would earnestly repeat my recommendation that a complete assort- 
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ment of clothing be sent here at once ; also accouterments, arms, and. 
tents. I am very glad to hear that cavalry is to come here immediately, 
and would also be pleased to hear of the expected arrival of more artil- 
lery. 

I am of opinion that if a demonstration was made from Paducah 
towards Union City, supported by two columns on the Kentucky side 
from here, the gunboats, and a force moving upon Belmont, the enemy 
would be forced to leave Columbus, leaving behind their heavy ord- 
nance. I submit this to your consideration, and will hold myself in 
readiness to execute this or any plan you may adopt. I inclose you a 
map, giving a sketch of the proposed field of operations. 

I telegraphed to-day, requesting that six telescopes be sent here. 
They were suggested by Colonel Waagner, and I think are much needed. 
A lage map of Kentucky is much needed. The Austrian muskets, now 
in the hands of some of our men, are reported to be entirely unreliable. 
The difficulty seems to be more in the cap than in the arm itself. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier-General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 12, 1861. 
B/rig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, Cairo, III: 

Port Jefferson, just at this time, desires a battery. Be careful to 
find out all about the roads, taking all natural advantages for the 
advance as well as the retreat on the Mayfield Creek line from the Mis- 
sissippi to Level (or Sevel, or the like), if the enemy cannot be pre- 
vented from crossing at Belmont, and should they move that way in- 
form me, and be present with a force on the Missouri as well as the 
Kentucky shores. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, September 12, 1861. 
Brig. Geu. XT. S. Grant, Cairo, III. : 

I will send you more troops. Keep me informed minutely. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

■ Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, 111., September 12, 1861. 
Col. R. J. Og-lesby, Commanding , &e., Norfolk, Mo. : 

You will continue to occupy Norfolk. Throw out pickets to keep you 
constantly informed of the movements of the enemy, but make no move- 
ment with the main body of your command without further instructions, 
unless it should be necessary for protection. Your whole command 
should have their baggage with them, and I gave directions to that effect 
yesterday. Have delivered to Colonel Waagner the accompanying 
orders. I desire him to come here and report to me for other service. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs. District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 12, 1801. 

Ool. J. Cook, Commanding , &c., Cape Girardeau , Mo. : 

All boats passing your post not recognized as in the employ of the 
Government will be hailed and brought to, papers examined, and, if 
necessary, cargo. Everything must be done to prevent the enemy’s 
receiving supplies. 

The work on the fortifications should be pushed forward as rapidly 
as possible. Protect all loyal citizens in all their rights, but carry ont 
the proclamation of General Fremont upon all subjects known to come 
under it. Keep out pickets and scouts, so that you cannot be surprised. 

I have no information about the Home Guards under your command, 
but as long as they carry United States arms and Government rations, 
they are entirely subject to the orders of the commanding officer. Should 
they refuse to obey you, arrest the officers, disarm the soldiers, and re- 
port the matter at once to General Eremont, and also to me. 

If you are strong enough to give protection to points distant from you, 
it may be done ; hut be cautious to have always the post protected. 

I approve of your course in sending Captain Stewart’s cavalry by 
boat. I should not have ordered them by land after the storm of yes- 
terday. 

See that your post is constantly kept supplied with rations, at least 
ten days ahead, and that a full supply of ammunition of all kinds is kex>t 
constantly on hand. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Mine Crcelc, September 12, 18(11. 

Captain Prince: 

Sir: lam moving north with, a smart little army of about 1,500. 
The attack at Humboldt compelled me to leave a larger force at Forts 
Scott and Lincoln and Barnesville than I intended. I left at Fort Scott 
about 800 troops, at Fort Lincoln about 300, and at Barnesville about 
150. I have directed the erection of six stockades on our southern 
border ; Captains Holt and Ford to erect one on Turkey Creek, 011 the 
neutral lands immediately south of Bourbon County; Captain Miller at 
Humboldt ; Captain Scott at Le Roy ; and other competent captains, one 
on Verdigris, one on Fall River, and one on Walnut. 

I have ordered a system of signals to be established by which they 
can arouse the country. These stockades will soon be completed, and 
our southern border, I think, secure. 

As yet I have heard nothing of Peabody or the force moving from 
Sedalia. I wall move north and east as far as I can safely with my force 
until I can hear from them, and probably pitch into Butler, Harrison- 
ville, and Papins ville, so as to disturb the rear of the advancing col- 
umn of the enemy. My whole moving force will be at the Trading Post 
at 10 o’clock this morning. 

I have been compelled to dispatch a force from Fort Scott, and Ford 
and Holt from Turkey Creek, to follow the marauders who attacked 
Humboldt, with orders to follow them to the Arkansas line or take them. 
I have offered a reward of $1,000 for the head of Matthews. 

J. H. LANE. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 13, 1861. 
Col. R. J. OGLESBY, Commanding , &e., Norfolk , Mo. : 

To-morrow I would like to have a reconnaissance down tke river as 
far as you can safely go. Take all tlie force tliat can be spared. At 
tke same time an expedition will be sent out from Bird’s Point towards 
Charleston and one from Port Holt. It is important to find tke posi- 
tion of tke enemy, if possible. 

TJ. S. GRANT, ^ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding . 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 13, 1861. 

Col. W. H. L. Wallace, 

Commanding , c fee., Bird’s Point, Mo.: 

You will please direct a reconnaissance towards Charleston with as 
large a force as can be spared from your command to-morrow. It is 
important to find out tke position of tke enemy, and I wisk it conducted 
with a view of ascertaining if ke kas taken up a position in tkat direc- 
tion. Colonel Oglesby kas been directed to make a similar movement 
from Belmont. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, September 13, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis, Mexico : 

Sir: Information having been received at these head quarters of an 
intended attack on Booneville, you are hereby ordered to move at once 
by tke shortest possible route, and with all practicable speed, direct to 
that place with your force of infantry and artillery. 

J. C. PREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


War Department, September 14, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis : 

On consultation with tke President and heads of Departments, it was 
determined to call upon you for 5,000 well-armed intantry, to be sent 
here without a moment’s delay. Give them three days’ cooked rations. 
This draft from your forces to be replaced by you from the States of 
Illinois, Iowa, and Kausas. How many men have you under arms in 
your department? Please answer fully an g ^ ^ q ^ q e RON 

Secretary of War. 


Washington, September 14, 1861. 


Major-General Fremont : _ 

Detach 5,000 infantry from your department to. come here without 
delay, and report tke number of tke troops tkat will be left with you. 


Tke President dictates. 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 
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Saint Louis, Mo., September 14, 1801. 
Ool. P. E. Bland, Ironton , Mo. : 

If you have no confirmation of the advance of an enemy, so that your 
regiment can with safety be withdrawn from the point, you will imme- 
diately, upon the receipt of this order, bring it to this city and report 
yourself to these headquarters. You will direct the officer left in com- 
mand to use Colonel Bakers cavalry to explore the country towards 
Greenville, and will direct him to furnish me with daily and minute 
reports. Also direct him to make use of the express engine to com- 
municate to me any certain information of the enemy’s force. 

J. 0. FIGS MONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, IT. S. Army, 

Saint Louis, September 14, 1861. 
Col. T. T. Taylor, Commanding at Springfield : 

Sir : Yours of the 8th instant,* containing an erroneous construction 
of my proclamation dated on the 30th ultimo, has had my attention. I 
understand the object of your note to be to inquire whether it was my 
intention to shoot the wounded who might be taken prisoners by the 
forces under my command. The following paragraph, extracted 'from 
the proclamation, will be strictly enforced within the lines prescribed 
against the class of offenders for whom it was intended, viz : 

All i^ersons who shall he taken with arms in their hands within these lines shall he 
tried by court-martial, and if found guilty will he shot. 

The lines are expressly declared to he those of the army in the military 
occupation of this State. You have wholly misapprehended the mean- 
ing of the proclamation. Without undertaking to determine the condi- 
tion of any man engaged in this rebellion, I desire it to be clearly under- 
stood that the proclamation is intended distinctly to recognize all the 
usual rights of an open enemy in the field, and to be in all respects 
strictly conformable to the ordinary usages of war. It is hardly neces- 
sary for me to say that it was not prepared with any purpose to ignore 
the ordinary rights of humanity with respect to wounded men or to 
those who are humanely engaged in alleviating their sufferings. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. 0 . FREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding . 


Headquarters Kansas Brig-ade, 

Camp Montgomery , West Point, Mo., September 14, 1801. 
Commandant of Post, Kansas City : 

We have moved this far with our limited force, clearing our front and 
rear as far as practicable, for the purpose of co-operating with the force 
under your command and the column under Colonel Peabody. We 
have been unable to hear anything from either column. Can you give 
no t ny Tr lnform ?$? n as to either column ? If Peabody has been driven 
c ck, Kansas City should be lar gely re-enforced, and a column moved 

* Not found. ~ 
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down the border until we get into communication. The enemy yester- 
day were concentrating at Eose Hill, intending, I think, to prevent a 
junction of Peabody’s command and mine and as a flank movement 
upon Kansas City, and should be met by a counter-movement, as I have 
suggested. 

I started a dispatch to Captain Prince last night, which he will get 
to-day, communicating the same information and making the same sug- 
gestion. I have a force actually engaged at Forts Scott and Lincoln 
and Barnesville, and are now starting a small force at the Trading Post, 
and occupying this place with 700 cavalry, 700 infantry, and two pieces 
of artillery. Yesterday I cleared out Butler and Parkville with my 
cavalry about 20 miles. 

You are now posted as to my command and of my movements ; recipro- 
cate by letting me hear from your column and Colonel Peabody’s at the 
earliest possible moment. 

J. H. LAKE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 15, 1861. 

Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst Adjt. Gen ., Bdqrs. of the Army, Washington , T>. C. : 

Reliable information from the vicinity of Price’s column shows his 
present force to be 11,000 at Warrensburg and 4,000 at Georgetown, 
with pickets extending towards Syracuse. Green is making for Boone- 
villc with probable force of 3,000. Withdrawal of force from this part 
of Missouri risks the State ; from Paducah, loses Western Kentucky. 
At the best, I have ordered two regiments from this city, two from Ken- 
tucky, and will make up the remainder from the new force being raised 
by the governor of Illinois. 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major-General , Commanding. 


IT. S. Military Telegraph, 

Saint Louis , September 15, 1861. 

Hon. Simon Cameron: 

Subjoined is a list of our total force, with its distribution : 

Saint Louis, including Home Guard, 6,809 ; under Brigadier-General 
Pope, including Home Guard, 5,488; Lexington, including Home Guard, 
2,400; Jefferson City, one-quarter Home Guards, 9,677 ; Eolla, 4,700; 
fronton, 3,057 ; Cape Girardeau, 650 ; Bird’s Point and Norfolk, 3,510 ; 
Cairo, including McClernand’s brigade, 4,826 ; Fort Holt, opposite Cairo, 
Kentucky shore, 3,595 ; Paducah, 7,021 ; under General Lane, 2,200 ; 
Mound City, near Cairo, 900. Total of present and absent on detailed 
duty, 55,693. 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

[Indorsements.] 

September 16, 1861. 

Secretary of War please send to General Scott a copy of your dispatch 
from General Fremont, showing the localities and number of his forces. 

A. LINCOLN. 
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Lieutenant-General Scott : 

Inclosed please find original message, 
ence. 

Very respectfully, 


Preserve it for future refer- 


THOMAS A. SCOTT, 

Assistant Secretary. 


Headquarters, September 15, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant, Cairo , III. : 

Embark, with, as little delay as possible, on the Illinois Central Hail- 
road at Cairo, for Sandoval, the regiments of Colonel Heclier, Twenty- 
fourth Illinois, Colonel Turchin, nineteenth Illinois. Transportation 
will await them there by orders of the President. Answer on receipt of 


this. 


Telegraph when they will be there. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 
Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, September 15, 1801. 

General John C. Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir: Reconnaissances which I had made yesterday disclose the fact 
that the enemy have broken up their camp above Belmont, also that 
they have no force from there to some distance beyond Charleston. 
As "telegraphed by me to-day, I believe they are leaving Columbus; 
whether marching upon Paducah or leaving Kentucky altogether I Avill 
try and determine to-morrow. I have ordered the Tenth Illinois Vol- 
unteers, Colonel Morgan commanding, to Fort Holt, to take the place of 
the Twenty -fourth, leaving to-night, and the Seventh ['?] Iowa to BlliotPs 
Mills, near Fort Jefferson, to take the place of the Nineteenth Illinois. 
I would call your attention to the fact that there are many troops here 
without arms, and some armed with the Austrian musket, which, with 
the caps now furnished, is unreliable; also that clothing, camp and garri- 
son equipage, and accouterments are deficient. Requisitions, I am told, 
are before the proper Departments for all these articles. Money is much 
required here to pay for secret services. It is highly necessary to get 
information which cannot be obtained from our own reconn ottering 
parties, and without money to pay, the services of citizens cannot much 
longer be obtained. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commandi'i i g. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , 111., September 15, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, 

Commanding , die., Cairo and Bird’s Point : 

You will please direct Colonel Morgan to move his regiment to Fort 
Holt this evening to relieve Colonel Hecker, who is under marching 
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orders; also direct tlie Second [*?] Iowa to move with all dispatch to 
Colonel Boss 7 command, at Elliott’s Mills. 

TJ. S. GBANT, _ 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 15, 1861. 


Colonel Boss, 

Seventeenth Illinois , Comdg. U. S, Forces Flliotfs Mills , Ky. : 

Ton will please detach as much cavalry as you can spare from your 
command to make a reconnaissance in the direction of Blandville, under 
the direction of Colonel Waaguer. You will he re-enforced by one regi- 
ment to-morrow, should they not arrive to-night. 

IT. S. GBANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Saint Joe, September 15, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Bead to Hannibal open, except Platte Biver Bridge (finished to-mor- 
row), and all quiet. Secessionists, numbering some 2,500, in detached 
bands, retreating southward, to cross river below Independence. I have 
sent column of 1,000 men and three pieces of artillery, under Colonel 
Smith, to march rapidly from this place in pursuit, and the Iowa regiment, 
with one piece of artillery and 50 irregular horse, to move rapidly from 
Cameron upon Liberty, and there effect junction with Smith. There is 
no doubt in my judgment that the large train of plunder will be cap- 
tured, though, as usual, I presume the forces will disperse, and, being 
cavalry, will, mostly escape, unless Smith can surprise them. I have put 
all irregular forces— Home Guards and others— in motion scouting the 
country on all sides. Colonels Cranor and Edwards— the first command- 
ing irregular forces of Missouri volunteers, the second about 600 Iowa 
State troops— will be here to-day, having swept whole region north of 
this place clean. I put them immediately in motion along both sides 
of railroad, to clean out the small squads remaining in the woods from 
Saint Joseph to Ohillicothe. In five days North Missouri will be again 
quiet, and the regiments of Tindall, Moore, Foster Morgan, and Glover 
will return. So will you please send Tindall’s regiment as soon as pos- 
sible to Ohillicothe 1 ? 

I go East to-day to urge into the field the regiments named. There 
are some disturbances of minor importance in the extreme northeast, 
and I must get to Canton and Keokuk, without awaiting the return of 
Smith’s command. Can Glover and Bussey get their cavalry armed at 


once s 


JNO. POPE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Camp op Instruction, 

Benton Barraclcs, Mo., September 16, 1861. 

Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

This will introduce Mr. Pegrarn, bearing dispatches from Governor 
Gilpin, of Colorado Territory. He goes to Washington on important 
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business relating to the far West, and understands tlie country and 
people well. Your orders move California troops through the Territory 
east. General Fremont has requested that these troops shall delay and 
deflect south. I commend the matter to your early consideration. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J 1 ’ SAML. R. CURTIS, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Executive Department, Colorado Territory, 

Denver , August 20, 1861. 

Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

General : I send as special messenger, for the essential means of 
defense for this Territory and people, Benjamin R. Pegram, who is 
fully furnished with dispatches and instructions to represent the ex- 
treme dangers enveloping our position. This people are inclosed in a 
circle of hostile elements converging upon them, and are utterly desti- 
tute of arms, ammunition, or any weapons of self-preservation. The 
Indians are hostile, and pushed upon us by enemies and their emissaries 
horn the outside. 

Yew Mexico can only be regarded as likely to aid the advance of the 
enemy. A strong army corps, such as that lately withdrawn from 
Utah, will protect this people and reconquer Yew Mexico. I ask that 
this army corps may be stopped on its eastward march, and deflected 
down the foot of the mountains to this place. The greatest economy in 
time and military operations will be the result of such a policy. The 
population is 30,000, but so beleaguered and destitute of materials and 
provisions as to be helpless and without a place of retreat from the 
advancing enemy. The essential supplies are 10,000 muskets, rifles, 
and equipments ; 2 field batteries and supplies of fixed ammunition for 
use in the field, and abundant reserve supplies. 

The extreme desperation of our position, calmly appreciated, will, I 
know, secure your prompt action. Energy, loyalty, and bravery pre- 
eminently belong to the mountain people. To conquer their enemies 
appears to them more glorious than to perish. Essential military 
assistance is all they require to preserve themselves and assist their 
country's cause. 

Yery respectfully, 

WILLIAM GILPUST, 

Governor of Colorado . 


Jefferson City, September 16, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont: 

Have just received dispatches from Glasgow, Arrow Rock, and 
Booueville by the hands of a man who escaped from the steamer Sun- 
shine. This proves to be the boat captured and used by Green at 
Glasgow, and not the Clara Bell, as reported. Green has not crossed 
the bridge. This boatman helped to cross Green, and reports the 
number at 3,000, and 1,200 more ready to cross — all horsemen, with two 
pieces of artillery. He reports Lexington as having been attacked 
with 10,000 men on Thursday, but held the work; subsequently it was 
reported as having surrendered. This is improbable. 

JEFF. C. DAYIS, 

Colonel , Commanding. 
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Cairo, September 16, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Reconnaissance to-day shows no enemy between Charleston and 2 
miles above Belmont. None on the Kentucky shore within 2 miles. 
Our troops occupy Fort Jefferson. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hudson, Mo., September 16, 1861. 

General Fremont: m 

Just arrived here on my way to Keokuk. Find Ohio regiments on 
their way to Utica. If you can send Tindall’s regiment to Chillicothe 
immediately, the Sixteenth Illinois and Third Iowa can also be for- 
warded to Lexington. There will be no more considerable trouble in 
North Missouri. 

JNO. POPE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 17, 1861. 
Col. L. F. Ross, Comdg. Elliott's Mills, Ky. : 

Our forces having been so much reduced by the withdrawal of two 
regiments, I deem it prudent to withdraw your camp from its present 
} msition. You will therefore return with all your command to Fort Holt. 
Upon your return to Fort Holt, Ky., Colonel Morgan’s regiment will be 
relieved from duty at that point* and return to their old quarters. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, 111., September 17, 1861. * 
Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith, Commanding Paducah, Ky. : 

I regret exceedingly that I am not able to spare you any troops in 
the present emergency. A most extraordinary movement took place 
here yesterday, which will compel me to contract my present limits, 
particularly on the Kentucky shore. I have received orders, and have 
sent off two of the best regiments under my command ; where, can only 
he surmised. My orders read to the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, 
where transports would await them. 

I send you a battery of artillery, which may be of material service. 
The substance of your communication was dispatched last night. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Cairo, III., September 17, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo.: 

The Seventh Regiment, Buel’s battery, and three companies of cavalry 
at Jackson; two regiments of infantry and one company of cavalry 
32 R R— VOL III 
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at Cape Girardeau j three regiments of infantry, one four- gun battery, 
and one company of cavalry at Cairo, besides General McOlernand’s 
ineffective men ; at Bird’s .Point, five regiments of infantry and 300 cav- 
alry and artillery; at' Mound City, one regiment of infantry. Total 
force at Cairo, Bird’s Point, and Mound City, 8,500 men; at Cape 
Girardeau and Jackson, about the same ; reduced by sickness near 


one-sixth. 


U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier - General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 17, 1861. 

Col. E. D. Townsend, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. of the Army , Washington, D. G. : 

I have detached the Nineteenth add Twenty -fourth Illinois Regiments 
under your requisition. They are in Cincinnati to-day. Information 
of the most grave character reaches me that General Johnston lias 
arrived at Columbus, Ky., and taken command. He is threatening our 
lines with superior forces, and at the same time the enemy in separate 
bodies, numbering upwards of 20,000, is hovering between Lexington 
and Boone ville. I need all the troops now here and expected. I ask 
the Department most urgently to permit me to retain the remainder of 
the 5,000 infantry called for, and to substitute therefor two regiments of 
Illinois cavalry, accepted by the War Department, and which I am un- 
able to arm. The other troops will take away just so many arms from 
me, which I cannot for some time replace. 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Quincy, III., September 17, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont: 

Arrived here last night, but did not find boat I had requested to be 
sent from Saint Louis to carry me from Canton to Keokuk. Cannot do 
my business without her. There is now no difficulty in North Mis- 
souri, nor do I believe that 50 armed men can get together in the region 
south of Knox and Lewis Counties. Shall be up there as soon as l ean 
get a boat. Railroad all clear and will remain so, and will return to 
Saint Louis as soon as I finish up the river. Bussey and Glover need 
their cavalry arms. 

JNO. POPE. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

West Foint, September 17, 1861. ’ 

Capt. W. E. Prince, 

First TJ. S. Infantry , Commanding Fort Leavenworth : 

Sir : * * # I am here within 24 miles of Harrisonville, and there 
is nothing in the way of forming a junction with any troops that may 
be moved upon that point. You will find inclosed Colonel Blunt’s 
report of what he is doing south and Captain Hayes’ and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moore’s report of the forces at Fort Lincoln and Bartlesville. 

I very much doubt the policy of forming a junction which will require 
my moving farther north than Harrisonville. There is nothing in Jack- 
son County in the way of a force moving from Kansas City on Harrison- 
ville. If a column could move from there while I am moving upon it 
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through Butler, we might catch some of the cowardly guerrillas between 
us and the’ border, while, if I move up the border and form a junction 
near Kansas City and then move on Harrisonville, the effect would be 
to herd the enemy, as Sigel did at Carthage and Lyon did at Spring- 
held. 

Start your column from Kansas City for Harrisonville, give me notice 
of the time of their arrival, and I will meet them there. My infantry 
having marched all day Sunday and my cavalry yesterday and to-day, 
they Avill be compelled to rest for one day and night, and we cannot 
move until the ammunition arrives, which you say you have sent. 

Ho one feels the importance of making a diversion in favor of Peabody 
more than I do, if it is true he is falling back on Lexington. A column 
united at Harrisonville could make that diversion, and if it be true that a 
force is moving from Sedalia, they could unite and perhaps cut off Price’s 
and Rains’ commands. 

Another reason in favor of these views : A movement up the border 
will enable the enemy to concentrate and strike me in the rear. 

Forts Scott, Lincoln, and Barnesville are endangered. While here I- 
can cover them, and a movement into the interior protects them- The 
two Kansas regiments, if they are intended for my command, should be 
hastened forward to this point. It is a commanding position for the 
protection of Kansas and the striking of Missouri. Forage is plenty, 
vegetables for the men to be had for the gathering, good quarters, good 
water, and plenty of timber. 

I am informed that there are three companies of Jennison’s regiment 
at Fort Leavenworth mustered in. They should be armed and sent for- 
ward without delay. 

I received a letter from Sickles, of Chicago, who says he has several 
companies for my brigade. They should be hastened to this point. 

Should Kansas City be threatened, a column here could strike them 
while this column is being strengthened. Be assured we will not be 
idle. Whenever and wherever we can strike the enemy it shall be done. 
I am just informed that the last words of the gallant Johnson were, 
“ Come on, boys ! ” 

Can you not induce Captain Reno to send me'down a 12-pounder f I 
am told you have one. I have as brave and skillful artillery officers as 
there are in the world. 

J. H. LAKE. 


Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Department, 

Ho. 210. j Saint Louis , Mo., September 17, 1861. 

Brig. G-en. B. M. Prentiss, volunteer service, is assigned to the com- 
mand of that section of the State of Missouri bordering on and lying 
north of the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad. 

Brigadier-General Prentiss will open, and use stringent measures to 
keep open, said railroad, and preserve the telegraph line from interrup- 
tion by the secessionists. 

In order to prevent the secessionists from meeting in bands for camp 
and drill for a few days or a week, as has been their custom in north- 
east Missouri, Brigadier- General Prentiss will use the Third Regiment 
of Iowa Cavalry, Colonel Bussey, and the cavalry of Major Bishop, as 
soon as they are ready for service. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

CHAUHOEY MCKEE YER, 

Assistant-Adjutant General. 
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Washington, September 18, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

General Scott acquiesces to your wishes in your proposition to retain 
troops not already forwarded. He has telegraphed order to retain the 
two regiments which have left to Cincinnati to wait orders tor a lew 
days, if they have not passed beyond that city. ^ ^ tOWKSEUD. 


Saint Louis, Mo., 

September 18, 1SG1. 

General J. H. Lane, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade ; 

Sir: Col. Jefferson 0. Davis, commanding' at Jefferson City, has been 
ordered to increase his forces at the crossing of the Pacific Railroad 
over La Mine Creek to 5,000 men, adding, according to his judgment, 
artillery and cavalry ; attack the rebels at Georgetown, and after defeat- 
ing them take the road to Lexington. 

Should he fail to defeat the enemy, it is still confidently expected that 
he will be able to break through his lines, and, in co-operation with the 
forces stationed at Lexington, make a combined attack upon the rebel 
forces now menacing that place. You are, therefore, directed to inarch 
with your forces on the State Line road to Kansas City, put yourself 
immediately in communication with Brigadier-General Sturgis, com- 
manding at Lexington, and co-operate with him to defeat the enemy. 

If the rebel forces should change their line of attack and advance 
upon Kansas City, the above-mentioned commanders will co-operate 
with you in the defense of that city. 

J. O. EK&MOMT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., 

September 18, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis, 

Commanding at Lexington , Mo. : 

Sir: Col. Jefferson C. Davis, commanding at Jefferson City, has been 
this day ordered to increase his forces at the crossing of the Pacific 
Railroad over La Mine Creek to 5,000 men, adding, according to his 
judgment, artillery and cavalry; attack the rebels at Georgetown, and 
after defeating them take the road to Lexington. Should he fail to 
defeat the enemy, it is still confidently expected that he will be able to 
break through his lines, and, in co-operation with you, make a combined 
attack upon the forces now surrounding Lexington. 

General Lane, commanding the Kansas brigade, has been ordered to 
march his forces by the State Line road to Kansas City, and put him- 
self immediately in communication with you, with a view of co-oper- 
ating in these movements. Should the rebel forces, however, change 
their line of operation and attack Kansas City, you will unite with him 
and Colonel Davis in the defense of that place. 

J. C. FR^MOHT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, lll. 7 September 18, 1861. 
Col. W. H. L. Wallace, Commanding Bird’s Point, Mo. : 

I understand Colonel Oglesby’s pickets have been driven in. Hold 
your command in readiness to afford all the assistance you can. 

XT. S. GRANT, ■ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 20 r lS61. 
Maj. Gen. John C. FrEmont, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

There lias been nothing in the movements of the enemy for the last 
few days that I could learn worthy of note. They now seem to be 
falling back from Mayfield upon Columbus, Ky. I have received no 
confirmation of the rumor that General A. S. Johnston was to take 
command. I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the 
Tenth Illinois Regiment, Colonel Morgan commanding, has but seven 
companies in it, and the Eleventh Illinois has but nine companies. 
These two regiments are commanded by colonels of experience, and who 
have profited by their experience. I would therefore urgently recom-' 
mcnd that the governor of Illinois be requested to assign companies to 
these regiments, to fill them up as soon as possible. 1 left here after 1 
o’clock this morning for Cape Girardeau, and returned, arriving at 2 p. 
in. My visit was in reference to the Bittinger property, which has been 
taken possession of for purposes of fortification. I appointed a board 
of three officers to assess the damage done the property, and wanted to 
make an agreement myself for the monthly rent to be paid while held 
for the use of the Government. Mr. Bittinger was absent, however, 
and I left this part of the contract to be agreed upon hereafter. I find 
the fortifications progressing fairly, considering the large sick report at 


this point. 


TJ.'S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General . 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 20, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. 0. F. Smith, Commanding, &c., Paducah, Ky. : 

Orders by telegraph have just reached me from headquarters West- 
ern Department for the gunboat Conestoga to proceed at once to Saint 
Louis. Will you please communicate the order % I will send you one 
of the two left here to-morrow evening. One of them is now under- 
going repairs and cannot be got off the stocks before that time. I have 
just returned from Cape Girardeau, and consequently did not get your 
note inquiring of the position occupied by Colonel W aagner in time to 
answer by to-day’s boat. The colonel has been appointed by General 
Fremont as chief of artillery, as I understand, and is addressed from 
headquarters as such. The position I do not know that I understand 
the full effect of, but I have ordered here that all reports from artillery 
companies shall come through Colonel Waagner. I .had no plan to 
submit to you for action ; but Colonel Waagner, having been very active 
in the reconnaissances which I have ordered from time to time, some 
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of them, extending near Columbus, I have talked to him of the plan I 
would approve or recommend if we were in a situation to advance. At 
present, however, the force is scarcely more than a weak garrison. Two 
of the most efficient regiments were ordered to Washington two days 
ago, and I sent you one-half of the field artillery left to me. 
h J - IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , 111., September 21, 1801. 

Col. R. J. Oglesby, Commanding, the., Borfollc , Mo.: 

I have directed a reconnaissance in force on the Kentucky shore to 
he made to-day. You will please cross over about one-half of your 
command to Fort Jefferson, and follow up the expedition. Instruct the 
steamer that crosses you over that it is to run down the river this even- 
ing, to take you aboard at a landing below Island No. 1. 

’ U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 21, 1801. 
Col. J. G. Lauman, Commanding Fort Jefferson , Ky. : 

I want a reconnaissance made in force from your command from 
Elliott’s Mills towards the river at Bird’s Landing, above Island No. 2. 
You will be supported by two gunboats, and Colonel Oglesby will bo 
instructed to cross the river and follow in your rear. Let this expedi- 
tion start as early as possible. Four companies of infantry will be suf- 
ficient to retain possession of Fort Jefferson. 

IT. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 16. j Saint Louis, Mo., September 21, 1861. 

I. The following-named officers are hereby placed on duty in com- 
mand of divisions as acting major-generals, the brigades composing the 
divisions to be hereafter designated : 

Brigadier General Pope. 

Brigadier-General Sigel. 

Brigadier- General Asboth. 

Brigadier-General McKinstry. 

II. The following-named officers are hereby placed on duty in com- 
mand of brigades as acting brigadier-generals, the regiments composing 
the brigades to be hereafter designated : 

Colonel Davis. 

Colonel Mulligan. 

Colonel Kelton. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Totten. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

OHAITNCEY McKEEYER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 22, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, Commanding Holla, Mo.: 

Sir : A combined movement upon the country lying between Spring- 
field and Lexington, infested by large rebel forces, having been decided 
upon, you are directed to take command of the First Division, the forces 
of which you will find specified in the accompanying list.* A part of 
your division has left already for Jefferson City. The rest will follow 
at once, and you will join it there, where detailed orders will be given 
you. 

J. C. frDmont, 

Maffr- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, 111., September 23, 1861. 


Col. E. J. Oglesby, 

Commanding Lost, Norfolk , Mo. : 

Information having reached me that the Confederates are crossing 
the river at Columbus, you are directed to watch their movements, 
observing, however, proper caution. Should there be indications of 
a formidable attack upon your post, try and inform me in time to 
re-enforce you. If it should become necessary, the whole force from 
Fort Jefferson and Elliott ? s Mills could be sent to you. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 23, 1861. 

Col. W. H. L. WALLACE, 

Commanding Bird’s Point, Mo. : 

Move the portion of your regiment now at Bird’s Point to the sup- 
port of Colonel Oglesby at Norfolk. I want a reconnaissance made 
to-night, and if it appears that the rebels are crossing the river in force, 
I want the whole command moved to Bird’s Point in the morning. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III. , September 23, 1861. 

Col. J. G. Lauman, 

Seventh Ioioa, Commanding , c 6c., Fort Jefferson , Ky.: 


Move two regiments and all your cavalry but one company to Nor- 
folk as soon as possible. The balance must be held in readiness for a 
move. Put your baggage on board of a steamboat, to be taken to 
Bird’s Point, where it will have to be discharged. 

H. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


*Not found. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , September 24, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. J. MeKiNSTRY, . . 

Act. Maj. Gen ., Commanding Fifth Division : 

Sir: For a basis of operations the army will take the following 

^°Bi o 'ht wing, Second Division, Acting Major-General Pope; head- 
quarters at Booneville, covering the line between Booneville and Pales- 
tine, and keeping communication with— , , 

Center, Fifth Division, Acting Major-General McKmstry ; headquar- 
ters at Syracuse. ^ . , . _ 

Left wing, First Division, Major-General Hunter j headquarters Yer- 

^Advance guard, Third Division, Acting Major-General Sigel; head- 
quarters Georgetown, keeping communication with troops stationed at 
Marshall. ' 

Deserve, Fourth Division, Acting Major-General Asboth. ; headquar- 
ters Tipton. ' . 

The bridge over the Osage River at Osage City and the crossings at 
Tuscumbia and Linn Creek are to be occupied by the division of Gen- 
eral Hunter. 

The First Kansas Regiment, of General Pope’s division, is directed to 
proceed from Hannibal at once to Chillicothe, re-enforcing our troops 
at that place, and preventing in this manner the enemy from crossing 
Grand River. General Pope, after arriving at Booneville, will open 
communication by way of Glasgow and Brunswick, and add re-enforce- 
ments, in his discretion, to the post at Chillicothe. The commander of 
the troops which have already advanced to Marshall will also open 
communication with the troops at Chillicothe by way of Brunswick. 
The commanders of the different divisions will so order their troops as 
to occupy their designated stations in the quickest time and by the 
shortest possible route. 

It is also recommended to obtain by every mode, especially by strong 
scouting parties, all possible information in regard to the strength and 
movements of the enemy, and it is especially enjoined upon them to 
send daily reports to the commanding general whether any movements 
have been made by the enemy or their own forces or not, and also to 
communicate daily with the commanders of adjoining divisions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

7 CHAUMCEY McKEEVER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., September 24, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

I have no new move of the enemy to report. I still continue active 
reconnaissance, and have, I believe, driven the enemy back to Columbus 
and Belmont. Every day our advance scouts come in sight of parties 
of rebels, but they always retreat upon sight of our troops. I have with- 
drawn all the troops from Fort Jefferson and strengthened the command, 
at Norfolk. Should re-enforcements be sent here, however, I will retake 
that position. It was only abandoned this morning. The three men re- 
ported missing by me day before yesterday have all returned, with the 
loss of one horse. 
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It is reported to me by Captain Walke, of gunboat Tyler, that Ms 
men cannot receive pay short of Cincinnati. As it would be attended 
with much injury to the service to grant leaves of absence for his men 
to go there for their pay, and with great expense, either to the men or 
to the Government, to send them, I would respectfully recommend that 
some arrangement be made by which they may be paid here. The num- 
ber of applications for discharge on surgeons’ certificate of disability 
has become so great, and as it appears to me granted on such trivial 
grounds, that I have felt it my duty to throw such restrictions in the 
way that certificates cannot be obtained in future when not really de- 
served. I would ask whether it is necessary that the final discharge 
should come from department headquarters or whether they may not be 
given here 1 

B. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 24, 1861. 

Col. J. B. Plummer, 

Eleventh Regiment Missouri Tols ., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir : You have been appointed by the commanding general of the 
department colonel of the Eleventh Regiment Missouri Volunteers, now 
serving at Cape Girardeau, and commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bayles. The general directs that you proceed forthwith to that post 
and assume command of the regiment and post. It is believed that 
there is much in the condition of the service there that demands the 
attention of an officer of experience. He therefore calls your attention 
to the necessity of reorganizing the service, and particularly of pushing 
the entrenchments or forts there to a speedy completion. You will please 
also give your attention to keeping yourself informed of the movements, 
strength, and position of the enemy .by the employment of reliable 
scouts or spies, and convey, by special express riders or other expedi- 
tions means, a report of important movements to the general himself. 
Such persons as you find in the vicinity of your post engaged in con- 
veying information to the enemy you are directed to deal summarily 
with. ' It is notorious that every movement of our troops near Ironton, 
even of small parties, is immediately conveyed by express riders to the 
enemy. It is notably so also at Cape Girardeau. Report by letter to 
G eneral Grant, as your post is within the district comprising his com- 
mand. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. EATON, 

Colonel , and Military Secretary. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Camp Montgomery, September 24, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont, 

Commanding Western Department, Saint Louis : 
g IR; * * # Although Lexington has fallen since your order of Sep- 
tember 18, 1 propose to move on Kansas City, there to form a junction 
with General Sturgis. I will be able to move with about 700 cavalry, 500 
infantry, 100 artillery, with a battery of two 6-pounder howitzers a.nd 
two 12-pounder mountain howitzers. I will leave here Friday morning, 
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September 27, at 5 o’clock a. m., and will reach. Kansas City Sunday 
29th. 

I will leave at Fort Scott Major Judson’s command of about 800 ixiei 
about 100 men at Fort Lincoln,’ and an irregular force which I have Fa 
organized and placed in forts all along the southern and eastern horde. 
Inclosed you will find copies of reports of the commandants of Fort 
Scott, Lincoln, Barnes ville, and some of the forts on the southern too: 
der, by which you will see all that has transpired at those points.* 

You will see by the reports I inclose that rumors are rife that tliei 
is a force moving on Southern Kansas. If such is the case, God ool 
knows what is to become of Kansas when we move on Kansas City. 

I hope, as you have now opened communication with me, to hear fru 
you frequently. I trust you will approve the march oh Osceola and. t 
destruction. ' It 'was the depot of the traitors for Southwestern Mi 
souri. The movement was intended, first, to destroy the ammimitic 
train; second, as a demonstration for the relief of Peabody; tliir< 
hoping to hear of a force moving from Sedalia ; and, fourth, a covert 
movement I supposed we would have to make to the north. Our mart 
east was through Papinsville, Prairie City, down the south side of tl 
Osage, returning through Pleasant Gap and Butler to this point. 

I inclose you a printed copy of a proclamation * which I have issue 
which it is hoped will meet your approbation. 

But for the misfortune at Lexington this part of Missouri was safe.f 

J. H. LAlSTliJ. 


Saint Louis, Mo., September 25, 18Gl_. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War: 

I have had the proper estimate made, completed this day, for a p c 
tion of the supplies and materials needed for the use of my artill e 
and cavalry. I have ordered the officers of the Quartermaster’s Depth, 
ment to take immediate measures to procure the articles required. 'p] 
proper estimates for funds will go forward by mail in one or two day^. 
have respectfully to ask that you will make arrangements with the ihyr 
ury Department, and advise me by telegraph, authorizing Capt. 
Turnley, assistant quartermaster, to draw upon Treasury to amount 
$2,500,000, payable in Treasury notes. This will enable me to pontip, 
operations most essential in this department. This estimate is 
sive of $1,700,000 estimated for some days ago, one-half of which amor* 
is due to railroads in the West on account of military operations ^1^ 
the beginning of the war. I await your affirmative response to 
these headquarters to take the field. 

J. 0. eeEmoht, 

Major- General, Commandivig 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., September 25, IBGp 

Lieut. Col. E. P. Wood, Commanding Fort Molt, Ky. : 

You will make a reconnaissance to-morrow towards Elliott’s Axn 
and beyond, if found practicable. Learn all you can of the moveuy^ 

* ]S[ot found. 

t Portion, of tliis letter omitted above appears as report of sliirmisli, Septemb^ 
at Osceola, Mo., p. 196. * 
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and position of the enemy, but avoid being led into ambush. Take two 
leading secessionists from the neighborhood of Elliott’s Mills prisoners, 
to be held as hostages for the safety of William Mercer, a Union man 
and Kentuckian, taken by the invaders of his State and carried to 
Columbus or elsewhere as a prisoner. $ 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant. 

JKO. A. BAWLIKS, 
Assistant Adj utant- General . 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., September 26, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding at Cairo, III. : 

Your report of the 23d instant received.* I will order arms to be fur- 
nished for the regiments under command of Brigadier-General McCler- 
nand and re-enforce you with two new regiments as soon as possible. By 
this means you will be enabled, in concert with Brigadier- General Smith, 
to control the rebel forces on both the Kentucky and Missouri shores. 
Should the enemy expose a week point on either side of the river, you 
may inflict upon him a combined blow ; but at present I am not in favor 
of incurring any hazard of defeat. It is not impossible that the enemy 
may cross at Belmont and attempt to march upon Gape Girardeau by 
way of Charleston. Should you be unable with your limited force to 
prevent this by the occupation of Charleston, you will do so by frequent 
demonstrations and strong reconnaissance in that direction. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

OHAUNGEY McKEEYEK, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, September 26, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis, 

Commanding, &c., Fort Leavenworth: 

General : General Prentiss reports to the commanding general that 
from the best information he can get 3,000 rebels, under Harris, have 
crossed the Missouri to fall on you, while General Price, with his main 
body, remains on the right bank of the river. You are therefore directed 
to make in the first place special efforts to ascertain whether this report is 
correct, and should it prove true, then to use every endeavor to force 
the troops of Harris to a battle, and to prevent their escape. 

The general hopes that accessions which your force has recently re- 
ceived, or will soon receive, of regular troops must make your command 
number double that of Harris, and, should the information of General 
Prentiss be accurate, promptness and activity must insure your success. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. EATOK, 

Colonel, and Military Secretary. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Jefferson City, September 28, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant : 

It is reported that the rebels have evacuated Columbus and crossed 
over to Belmont,. to attack Cape Girardeau or fronton. Should that be 
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tlie ease, the troops now stationed at Fort Jefferson, Ellio 
at Norfolk should be immediately ordered to Bird’s Poi 
talion of infantry and a small detachment of cavalry sho 
Fort Holt for the protection of the siege battery, and the 
stationed near Island No. 1, to protect Fort Holt and coi 
As soon as the concentration of all troops at Bird’s Point 
a demonstration against Charleston should be made. Pad 
all circumstances to be held, and Southland well protects 
trol of the Emotion of the Ohio and Cumberland Bivers. 

J. C. FB& 
Mo 


Headquarters Western Depar 
Saint Louis, Mo., Septenil 

General Grant, Commanding at Cairo, III. : 

Colonel Carlin reports from his headquarters, at Iront< 
date of September 26, that there is no rebel force nea: 
than Pitman’s Ferry, Ark., except small marauding band 
field. 

On the 23d instant Hardee was at Pitman’s Ferry an 
with 7,000 men. Three of his regiments left that day for C 
via Point Pleasant, Mo. For the latter place the balan 
was to leave about next week. The whole command we 
nine regiments and twenty-six pieces of artillery. 

CHAUNCEY McKF 
Assistant Adjui 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div. Army oe i 
No. 1. ) Jefferson City, Sej)tem< 

By virtue of General Orders, No. 10, from department 
the undersigned assumes command of the Second Divisic 
of the West. 

For the present, the division consists of the followin ; 
regiments, with such artillery and cavalry as shall here 
nated, viz : 

First Brigade, Acting Brig. Gen. Jeff. C. Davis, commai 
Eighteenth, Twenty-Second, and Twenty-fifth Indiana B 
Second Brigade, Acting Brig. Geu. J. C. Kelton, cornu 
Fifth, Illinois Thirty-seventh, Missouri Ninth, and Kansi 
###### 

JNO. 

Acting Major-General, < 


Headquarters Western Depa] 
Jefferson City, Seytem 

Brig. Gen. C. F. Smith, Paducah, Ky. : 

It having been reported that the rebels have evaeu 
and crossed over to Belmont to attack Cape Girardeau o: 
Gen. U. S. Grant was yesterday directed, in case the info 
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be, correct, to order the troops now stationed at Fort Jefferson, Elliott’s 
Mills, and Norfolk immediately to Bird’s Point, leaving one battalion of 
infantry and a small detachment of cavalry at Fort Holt for the pro- 
tection of the siege battery, and stationing the two gunboats near Island 
No. 1, to protect Fort Holt and control Norfolk. He was also instructed 
to make a demonstration against Charleston as soon as the concentra- 
tion of all the troops at Bird’s Point should be effected, and to prevent 
the advance of the enemy’s forces through Charleston. You will in 
such case co-operate to the full extent of your ability with General Grant, 
and especially in the defense of Cape Girardeau. At the same time you 
will constantly watch the movements of the enemy in Kentucky, hold 
Paducah under all circumstances, aud protect Southland suitably for 
the control of the junction of the Cumberland and the Ohio Fivers. I 
have ordered a 2t-pounder howitzer with abundant ammunition to be 
sent to you immediately. I have directed also that Noble’s cavalry shall 
bo armed as soon as practicable, and placed entirely under your orders. 
Should General Grant, however, need that cavalry for the defense of 
Cape Girardeau, you will send it to him. 

J. C. FK&MONT, 
Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , September 2D, 1861. 

Capt. Chauncey MoKeever, 

Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Everything here is quiet, and no rumors to disturb it. I have heard 
this evening that Hardee has arrived at New Madrid from Bloomfield, 
probably to re-enforce Johnston at Columbus. I scarcely credit the 
rumor, but it may be true. There are quite a number of troops at this 
place doing service that have never been sworn in. I would respect- 
fully request that a mustering officer be sent or some one already here 
be duly authorized to act as such. 

I have in confinement here a soldier charged with willful and mali- 
cious murder, committed upon a fellow soldier. The crime was perpe- 
trated in Missouri, where it is impossible to bring a criminal to justice 
by usual process. By law he cannot be tried in any court out of the 
State where the offense was committed. I would, therefore, ask if he 
cannot be, tried by a military commission. 

The cold season is now so nearly at hand, that it is time to think of 
providing winter quarters for the garrison that must necessarily occupv 
this place. Log huts could be cheaply built, but even they would call 
for the outlay of some money. Credit will not do at this place longer. 
I understand that the credit of the Government has been already used 
to the extent of some hundred thousand dollars, and no money ever 
paid out. This causes much murmuring among the citizens, and unless 
the paymaster is soon sent to pay off the troops the same may be ex- 
pected from the soldiers. I would respectfully urge, therefore, that 
funds be ordered here for the quartermaster’s department, and also 
that the troops be paid off as soon as practicable. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Cairo, III., September 30, 1861. 


Capt. Chauncey McKeever, 

Assistant Adjutant- General: 

Our pickets were attacked to-day below Norfolk : a rebel mortally 
wounded. Eeported below 20,000 moving on Mayfield. We are threat- 
ened towards Charleston. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, 


Paducah, Ky., October 1, 1801. 

The Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Department of the West , Jefferson City,3Io. : 

Sir: By special messenger from Saint Louis, I have just received 
(7.30 o’clock p. m.) Major-General FrAnont’s letter of instructions, dated 
September 29, to co-operate with General Grant in his operations on the 
other side of the Mississippi, &c. ,1 have telegraphed to General Grant 
to know in what way I can most advantageously assist him, &c. 

My scouts report no movement this way from Columbus. About 2,000 
of the enemy from. Columbus are in Feliciana. This perhaps arose from 
my sending a regiment a few days since to the neighborhood of May- 
field, to get possession of the cars (though unsuccessfully) on this rail- 
way. From 4,000 to 6,000 are said to have moved to Union City from 
Columbus. 

I am engaged in constructing a redoubt around the Marine Hos- 
pital. 

With the exception of diarrhea and intermittent fever, the command 
is healthy. 

* Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. F. SMITH, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 1, 1861. 
Major-General Fremont, Tipton , 3to. : 

The rebels have burned the bridge over Big River; about 20 miles 
from Ironton. I have sent the Eighth Wisconsin, with a pioneer com- 
pany, to drive back the rebels and rebuild the bridge. 

CHAUNCEY MoKEEVER, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., October 1, 1861. 

Col. R. J. Oglesby, Birdh Joint, Mo. : 

From information received this evening Thompson will probably 
march upon Charleston to-morrow, on his way north. Move out with 
1,000 infantry and all the cavalry you can spare and intercept him. 

U. S. .GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., October 1, 1861. 

<'ol. R. J. Oulesby, Commanding , Norfolk , Mo. ; 

Despairing of being immediately re-enforced, I deem it the better 
part or valor to be prudent. You will therefore move your entire force 
back upon Birds Point and take position there. Select your encamp- 
ment with a view of leaving as clear a field for defense as possible. 
Y» u W1 l l assnme command at Bird’s Point until such time as I may be 
able to brigade the command about this point. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 1, 1861. 

(’apt. Chauncey McKeever, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

I have to-day concentrated my command at this place, Bird’s Point 
and Fort Holt. The work of placing these points in a strong defensive 
condition will be prosecuted with all our force. There is no enemy on 
the Missouri side of the river from Cape Girardeau to New Madrid, 
except Jeff. Thompson’s force at Belmont. I had troops in Charleston 
last evening. All quiet there. The packets plying between Saint Louis 
and Cairo constantly leave freight at points above here intended for 
I he interior. This enables the enemy to supply all his wants. 

Day before yesterday I sent a force to Charleston to bring back goods 
1 hat had been landed for that place. Accompanying is an inventory of 
the goods seized. I have my serious doubts whether there is any law 
authorizing this seizure, but feel no doubt about the propriety of break- 
ing up the trade now carried on. I respectfully refer this matter to 
the general commanding the Western Department for instructions. 
There is evidently a large force moving from Columbus to the interior. 
W h ether upon Paducah or not I do not know. 

1 received a dispatch from General Asboth to send two companies of 
cavalry from here to Georgetown, Mo., via Saint Louis. My force is so 
Hiua.ll, especially cavalry, that before sending them I aslied to have 
them replaced with other troops. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Washing-ton, October 1 , 1861 . 
President of the United States: 

Sir : X received verbal instructions from Colonel Woods, chief busi- 
ness manager for Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, to proceed to Wash- 
ington and ask for money and arms for the use of the Western Military 
Department. 

Permit me to say that a very large sum of money is required to meet 
the obligations incurred from contracts made by order of the command- 
ing general in the prosecution of the war in Missouri. The credit of 
the Government is suffering greatly, and individuals are seriously 
embarrassed from the non-payment of debts due in Cincinnati, Saint 
Louis, and elsewhere. To the question, u How much money shall I 
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aslt for in Washington?” Colonel Woods answered, “Twelve million 
dollars.” Of course I assume no personal responsibility m respect to 
the ’amount, as I hare had no connection with business transactions m 

S 1tm instructed also to procure arms, winch are greatly needed hotli 
for the infantry and cavalry. Several thousand soldiers are norm 
Saint Louis without arms, and such is the perilous condition of the 
State, that they ought to he sent with the least possible delay. They 
are required by no less than three regiments of cavalry and six of in- 
fantry, and the enemy having gathered in large force in several places, 
we have not a man to lose from the want of a gun. 

Having said thus much in relation to arms and money for General 
Fremont as a representative of the people as well as a special friend of 
the Army in the West, I think it my duty to call your attention m this 
place to some other matters that have an important bearing upon the 
prospects of the campaign in Missouri. , . 

1 A great deal of trouble and confusion is springing up m the Western 
Military Department from a seeming conflict ot authority between 
General Fremont and the authorized agents of the Government, which. 

I trust a statement of facts may help to remove He has given com- 
missions to colonels and other staff officers, which I find are not recog- 
nized in Saint Louis or Washington. On this subject I herewith submit 
a statement of facts received this morning from Col. C. J. Wright, of 
Cincinnati. If the authority here given, and in numerous like cases, 
by the general, bo not promptly recognized by the Government, me 
utmost confusion will prevail among the officers and volunteers now m 
the service in the West. A large number of persons from Ohio have 
received, and others have been promised, commissions under nnn; but if 
his acts in such cases are not respected in Washington, there will be no 
end to vexation and trouble growing out of these transactions. 

The same remark is applicable when applied to the contracts t m 
have been made in Cincinnati, Hew York, and Boston for cannon, cloth- 
ing, and arms in general. The contractors are pressing their claims for 
payment, and it is for the Department here to say whether innocent 
persons shall suffer from a non-recognition of General Fremont s au- 
thority to make such contracts. , . , 

The perilous condition of Missouri seems to require that all trouble 
of this character should at once be removed by such instructions as t be 
President may be pleased to give. The serious disasters that have be- 
fallen our army there : the surrender of Lexington, taken in connection 
with the battle in which General Lyon lost his- life ; the scattered con- 
dition of a portion of our forces, and other unfortunate circumstances 
which need not here he mentioned, have filled the Union men with 

alarm and consternation. , , 

It is believed by our best men that nothing but the most prompt, 
wise, and powerful action of our forces will save the State fiom e 
control of the rebel army. It is generally admitted that its fate depends 
upon an impending battle at Lexington, and I cannot but ask, is it 
wise to hazard everything there as well as in Kentucky % For if one State 
is lost, the other probably will he, upon a single battle, with the odds 

now very much against us. , 

In connection with others, I have sent at General Frbipont s request 
several thousand volunteers into Missouri from Ohio, and I cannot re- 
main indifferent to their wants and dangers. I am fully satisfied that; 
if arms, men, and money are not speedily and liberally supplied, anci 
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a wise direction given them, the secessionists will take possession of 
Saint Louis. 

And now, Mr. President, I most respectfully submit that one of two 
things ought to be done immediately, viz : Either General Fremont’s 
military commissions and contracts should be recognized and liis drafts 
for money and arms to carry on the war honored, or some person should 
tnke liis place whose acts will receive fall recognition by the Govern- 
ment. 

There is not one hour to lose in sending the means to save Missouri. 
To all human view no battle can be fought successfully at Lexington 
without the sending of additional arms and money, and if the Govern- 
ment neglects to supply them on the requisition of General Fremont 
and he fails, he will place the responsibility of his defeat upon the 
administration. 

With great respect, yours, 

JOHN A. GURLEY. 


[Indorsement.] 

October 4, 1801. 

Respectfully submitted to the War Department. 

A. LINCOLN. 


[Inclosuce.] 

Statement in relation to claims for compensation in Missouri. 

Saint Louis, Mo., August 20, 1861. 

Crafts J. Wright is appointed colonel of Thirteenth Missouri Volun- 
teers, commission to date from August 3, 1861. 

Colonel Wright is empowered immediately to proceed to muster and 
organize said regiment, and is charged with the responsibility of seeing 
that the various officers pertaining to said command are efficient and 
satisfactory, appointing such officers as may be efficient. 

Colonel Wright is authorized at once to obtain whatever is necessary 
of arms, equipments, camp equipage, and subsistence to prepare said 
command for the active field. The officers in the different departments 
will facilitate the operations of Colonel Wright and those detailed by 
him. 

When the companies are not full, or in case of deficiency of com- 
panies, any enlisted men not assigned may at once be transferred to 
said regiment to make the full complement. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Memorandum . — On the 3d August, 1861, Hon. F. P. Blair received a 
telegram from Saint Louis to designate a colonel for a regiment then 
ready. On the same day Hon. J. A. Gurley telegraphed 0. J. Wright, 
offering the position to him at the request of Mr. Biair. The position 
was accepted. 

At Cincinnati the Hon. J. A. Gurley was telegraphed to send the 
party to Saint Louis as soon as ready to take his position as colonel. 

On the 20th August the party reached Saint Louis with Mr. Gurley, 
and received the confirmation by the paper copied, and was detailed on 
33 E R— VOL in 
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duty. Two full and two half companies were then ready, and six com- 
panies were on duty as Home Guards, who were ordered to report as 
soon as relieved. 

Colonel Wright proceeded to organize the regiment, tcf provide for 
its equipment, to designate officers, and appointed, August 20, 1801, to 
the special duty of quartermaster and adjutant and as drill-master 
Capt. B. T. Wright and First Lieut. W. E. Fay. They have been oil 
duty since. Colonel Wright has during all this interval been daily 
and actively engaged on duty. 

August 25, 1861, Colonel Wright was transferred as colonel to the 
Ninth Missouri Yolunteers. 

August 26, was detailed on duty on court-martial, and acted. 

On September 3d was retransferred to Thirteenth Missouri ‘Volunteers 
from Ninth Missouri, and was ordered to Washington, Mo., with his 
command. 

September 20, detailed on special duty to guard bridges. 

September 23, returned to Camp Benton, where three companies had 
assembled. 

During all the time from 3d August the colonel has been under orders 
and performing active duty as such. The officers of the regiment have 
been acting as such. 

That the companies and regiments have not been full has been owing 
to the duties performed, or Colonel Wright did not assume to form a 
regiment but only to organize companies formed, and has been on duty. 

On the 27th September, 1861, on asking to have a pay-roll made out, 
Colonel Wright received the answer of which a copy is annexed : 

Saint Louis, Mo., September 27, 1861. 

My instructions from Washington are to recognize captains -when they have com- 
panies organized, &c., and oyer the minimum allowances of privates, &c., and to recog- 
nize field officers and staff officers only wlien tlieir regiments are enrolled and organ- 
ized — as, for instance, a colonel wlien lie lias a full regiment. I refer to General 
Orders of tlie War Department, No. 36, dated Juno 24, and General Orders, No. 61, 
dated. August 19, 1861, and the last part of section 2 of the act of 22d July, 18(51. 

I view the letter of General Frdmont, annexed, as an authority to Colonel. Wright 
to raise and organize a regiment, which when organized and enrolled would ontitlo 
him to he its colonel. 

I give this note at the request of Colonel Wright. 

T. P. ANDREWS. 

Deputy Paymaster- General, IT. S. Army. 

Note on this . — The State of Missouri and the Western Department are 
peculiar. The detail of companies and parts of companies postpones 
and prevents their formation, and the same cause has and does provent 
the regimental formation. The duty is performed by regimental and 
company officers the same as if full. 

This is not a letter referred to ; it is an appointment, dating from 
acceptance. It is a detailraent of the colonel and his officers on duty 
performed. It does not look to the formation of the regiment ere the 
officer is to he recognized and receive the pay of a colonel. The trans- 
fer from one regiment to another is a recognition of the position; tlie 
detailment on duty as colonel for a court-martial and its performance, 
another ; the detailment ou duty as a mustering officer is another : the 
meeting of requisitions and obtainment of supplies another, &c. 

The paper of August 20, 1861, is a direct order to paymasters as w T ell 
as others. The general orders referred to cannot be had. Parties rely 
on the general authority of Major-General Fremont in Missouri, and 
could not controvert it. 

The detailment on duty might prevent, as it has, a full regimental 
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organization whilst held and company officers were performing duty as 
they have. 

It is submitted that under this authority the regimental and company 
officers who have been performing duty are entitled to the compensa- 
tion and expenses pertaining to the several ranks in which they have 
performed and been recognized in the same. 

GRAFTS J. WRIGHT, 

Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Missouri Volunteers. 
Saint Louis, September 28, 1861. 


Gape Girardeau, Mo., October 2, 1861. 

Gapt. Ohauncey McKeever, 

Asst. Adjt. Ccn., Hdqrs. Western Dept, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, and have complied with its requisitions. It is reported 
here by different persons who have come into town that the enemy are 
concentrating in large numbers upon the river opposite the town of 
Golumbus, Ky., under the command of General A. S. Johnston, and in- 
tending to move for this place. It is said they expect to have, or have 
already, there 60,000 men. I hope to be able in a day or two to com- 
municate to headquarters the facts in the case. I am disposed to believe 
the report. 

There arrived here yesterday the Tenth Regiment Iowa Volunteers, 
numbering about 800. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ x * J. B. PLUMMER, 

Colonel Eleventh Missouri Volunteers , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 2, 1861. 

Gapt. Chaunoey McKeever, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Last evening, hearing through a deserter from the rebel encampment 
at Belmont that Jeff. Thompson was breaking up there to start for 
points north, I ordered out to Charleston 1,200 to 1,500 men to intercept 
him. The party has not returned yet. Should anything important 
grow out of the expedition I will report by telegraph. The same au- 
thority denies the arrival of Hardee at Columbus, but says that he is 
expected soon ; also reports the return to Columbus of the force under 
Pillow. They reported among the troops that they have been to Padu- 
cah and driven out our forces from there. It has so far proven im- 
possible to get morning reports correctly made out by the different 
commands from which to consolidate. I have been returning them for 
correction until now I think they will come in correct, &c., in future. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Kansas City , October 3, 1861. 

Major-General Fremont : 

Captain Williams, of my command, who was sent out on the Harrison* 
ville road last night, reports that the enemy, with his whole force, some 
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2 000 or 3,000 men, are moving south on the road they came up ; that 
they camped night before last near Rose Hill. X have ordeied X/i eu- 
tenant- Colonel Blunt, in command at Fort Scott, to concentrate Ins 
entire force, leaving hut a small guard at Fort Scott and Fort Lincoln, 
and move northward through Barnesville, Trading Post, and West Point 
in the direction of Harrisonville, while I will move to-morrow morning, in 
connection with General Sturgis’ command, southward, through West 
Point, forming a junction with Lieutenant-Colonel Blunt. 

We will do "all in our power to annoy the enemy in their flank and 
rear. General Sturgis will have about 2,000 men. After the junction 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Blunt I will have about 3,000. 

J. H. LAKE, 

Commanding Kansas Br igade. 


General S. D. Sturgis : 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Kansas City, October 3, 18G1. 


General : In answer to your note of this day* I have this to say, 
that I don’t care a fig about rank ; I have enough of the glittering tin- 
sel to satisfy me. I am here in obedience to an order from Maj. Gen. 
John C. Fremont to co-operate with you in ferreting out and fighting 
the enemy. Kindly and promptly do I desire to obey that order. My 
brigade is not here for the purpose of interfering in anywise with the 
institution of slavery. They shall not become negro thieves, nor shall 
they be prostituted into negro catchers. The institution of slavery 
must take care of itself. 

I said in the Senate of the United States, and my experience since 
only demonstrates its truth, that in my opinion the institution would 
perish with the march of the Federal armies. 

Again I say that the mass of the personal property in Missouri, in- 
cluding slave, is at this moment held by the wives and children, assisted 
by the' Federal Army, while the husband and father Eire actually in arms 
against the Government. In my opinion our policy in this regard should 
be changed. 

Confiscation of slaves and other property which can he made useful 
to the Army should follow treason as the thunder peal follows the 
lightning flash. Until this change is made you offer premiums for the 
men to remain away in the army of the enemy. I had a man cowardly 
shot in the woods to-day within sight of our camp by the very man, I 
have no doubt, whose property you are so anxious to protect. 

I am endeavoring to find what transportation I have to spare, if any, 
and will report to you accordingly. 

Yours, 


J. H. LAKE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 


Saint Louis, October 3, 1861. 

Col. Thomas A. Scott : 

Dispatch just received.* Lane’s victory over Parsons is important 
and complete. When Lane burned the town of Osceola every house 
exploded with concealed, powder. Yesterday General Fremont ordered 


Not found. 


Chap. X.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— UNION. 517 

i 

tli o TJ tali regulars to liim. The commander replies that he has orders 
from McClellan to goto Washington. Think of that! This moment 
wo liave a rumor that Fremont is superseded. Is that so ? All here is 
moving strong and well as an army can without money. 

B. BUSH PLUMLY. 


Saint Louis, October 3, 1861—8 p. m. 
Ool. Thomas A. Scott, Assistant Secretary of War: 

’ If rom the reports of General Fr6m out’s removal we are in a state of 
i 1 1 oipient revolution. Committees besiege the headquarters ; mass meet- 
i n gs are being prepared all over town ; all is excitement and rage among 
Union people. If he is removed, don’t be surprised at anything the 
peoifie do. 

B. BUSH PLUMLY. 


Headquarters, Saint Louis, Mo., 

Thursday night , 10 o’clock , October 3, 1861. 

Ool. Thomas A. Scott, 

Assistant Secretary of War , Washington , D. 0. : 

YTour dispatch* has revolutionized the town with joy. We send it to 
till the hotels and to the jmblic meetings now in session and to Camp 
I> on ton. There is great rejoicing. AH thank you. 

Lane chased Bains into Osceola, and was compelled to shell the place, 
to dislodge the rebels. In doing so he burned the town and destroyed 
large stores of the rebels, of which the town was the depot. Killed 50 
roloels without losing a man. Lane, not being strong enough to pursue 
liains, withdrew to Kansas City and joined Sturgis. General Fremont 
moving his column with tremendous energy at Jefferson City to cut 
off Price at Lexington. A week will give you stirring news. I wiH 
Keep you posted. Your dispatch came before any other. 

B. BUSH PLUMLY. 


Chillicothe, Mo., October 3, 1861. 

Captain McKeever : 

-An old acquaintance, in whom I have confidence, has this day returned 
Prom Lexington, and assures me that there are but 2,000 rebels remain- 
ing 1 at Lexington, the others having left in different directions, a large 
majority for their homes, and asserts that it is not the rebels’ intention 
to give battle. He says that McCulloch is not north of Springfield. I 
Have sent messenger to Lexington. 

B. M. PBENTISS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Near Jefferson City , October 3, 1861. 
KPaj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. A., Jefferson City, Mo.: 

General : The commanding general directs that you move with 
-wU at, ever regiments and corps of your division are now here under 
your orders as early to-morrow morning as possible, after the men have 

* Not found. 
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taken coffee and breakfast, by the regularly-traveled road, to a point 
called Little Monica, on the line of tbe Pacific Bailroad, 18 miles from 
Jefferson City. From tbe above may, in your discretion, perhaps be 
excepted Ellis’ cavalry, though horseshoes are not likely to be received 
for some days. You will leave all your baggage to be placed upon the 
cars ]w a portion of your comm mid loft l 36 liincl foi flmt purpose^ cind 
cause also the knapsacks of the men to be filled by companies, to be 
conveyed to the cars for transportation. The cars will meet yon at the 
camp ground with rations and forage. Additional force of cavalry, in- 
fa, ntrv and artillery will also be marched to tlie same point, at which 
you will receive instructions for the following day’s march* The 40 or 
more teams you brought from Bolla you will take with yon without 
loading. 

EeSpeCtMly ’ . J. H. BATON, 

Colonel , and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


p. s. As you will be the officer highest in rank at Monica, you will 

give such orders for the whole camp as may be needful. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Near Jefferson City , October 3, 1801. 

General T. L. Price, Jefferson City : 

General: The telegraph wire running from this camp to Jefferson 
City was cut last night, probably by some person residing in tbe city. 
General Fremont directs that you order out before dark a sufficient force 
to surround the city, and cause every house to be searched well, in view 
to find if the cut piece and the perpetrator may not be discovered. He 
also directs that the same search be directed to tbe finding of arms or 
ammunition of war, and their seizure, in the houses of secessionists. 
Whatever additional force may be wanted besides those under your 
order you can obtain by the exhibition of this letter of instructions to 
other commanders. Please be prompt. 

Bespectfully, 

J. H. EATOM, 

Colonel , and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , Ill. } October 3, 18G1. 

Col. J. B. Plummer, 

Commanding JJ. 8. Forces , Cape Girardeau , Mo. : 

On the arrival of Colonel Boss with the Seventeenth Illinois 'Volun- 
teers you will designate a regiment to take his place here. Tlie regi- 
ment so designated will avail itself of the same transportation that 
conveys Colonel Boss’ regiment. It is rumored here, by way of Saint 
Louis, that a force has crossed the river at Columbus, and is marching 
upon Cape Girardeau, Mo. I do not credit the rumor, however, for the 
reason that I have reconnaissances made every day or two beyond 
Charleston and on all the roads leading north and west from Belmont. 


* Tlie other troops ordered to Little Monica at this date •were Asbotli’s and Totten’s 
brigades; the Sixth and Seventh Missouri Volunteers, and the Benton Cadets. 
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It would be well, however, to keep a lookout for the approach of an 
enemy j and should you satisfy yourself that either Jeff. Thompson or 
Lowe, unsupported by any one else, are near, you can easily drive them 
from your vicinity. 

* * # . 1 * * # # 

IJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Jefferson City, October 4, 1861. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War : 

We are moving against the enemy, and have few instructed officers. 
I have placed General McKinstry at the head of a division, and it will 
be a personal favor if you will allow me to retain him for a few days. 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Division, 
Jefferson City , Jfo., October 4, 1861. 
Ool. J. H. Baton, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Colonel : Your letter of yesterday, ordering me to march this morn- 
ing, was only received this morning at 10 minutes after 2. You will 
see by my report of transportation, sept you on the 2d instant, that for 
the 41 wagons in possession of my quartermaster he has only 40 mules; 
it will therefore be impossible for him to take the 40 or more wagons 
agreeably to your order. 

Colonel Stevenson, of the Seventh Missouri Regiment, informs me 
that lie is attached to Colonel Totten’s brigade of the Fifth Division. 
I must protest in the strongest terms against this very unmilitary pro- 
ceeding of depriving me of the most important part of my command, 
when under marching orders, without giving me an official notice of the 
change. Detaching Colonel Stevenson from my division will leave me 
but one regiment here tit to take the field. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. HUNTER, 

Major-General , Commanding First Division. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 4, 1861. 

Capt. Chauncey McKeever, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Owing to loss of health of the Seventeenth Regiment Illinois Volun- 
teers, Colonel Ross commanding, I have ordered them to Cape Girar- 
deau, directing Colonel Plummer to designate a regiment from there. 
Six companies of the Second Illinois Cavalry have arrived here. After 
receiving their arms they will be a powerful auxiliary to our force. 
Cavalry" is much required for the purpose of reconnaissances. ' I have 
nothing reliable from the enemy further than that Jeff. Thompson has 
broken up his encampment at Belmont and gone to New Madrid, Mo. 
No doubt it is with the view of going north from there, but whether any 
other force goes with him I have no positive information. My impres- 
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sion is, there is no concerted plan to attack this place. Capo Girard can , 
or Paducah, for the present. , , , . _ 

When I first learned that Thompson had broken up his camp, I 
ordered out a force to Charleston to cut him off in that direction. I 
inclose you the report of Colonel Oglesby, who made the detail for the 
expedition * Before I assumed command of this military district a 
steam ferry had been seized on the Mississippi and taken into Govern- 
ment service at Cape Girardeau. I knew nothin#? of the circumstances 
until within the last few days. Finding that Government was using 
private property under these conditions, I ordered the commanding 
officer at Cape Girardeau to require the quartermaster of the post to 
enter into a contract for the use of the boat. I have just received the 
report of the quartermaster and the opinion of Colonel Plummer thereon . 
The owner of the ferry demanded $75 per day. The quartermaster 
(Lieutenant Shields, of the Twentieth Illinois Volunteers) regards $8 
per day as a fair compensation, and Colonel Plummer, on advising with 
old steamboat men, regards Lieutenant Shields’ estimate as a fair value 
of the services of the ferry. The Luella will be retained until otherwise 
directed by higher authority, and no contract be entered into. 

1 ' U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier - General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Third Division, 

No. — . j Sedalia, October 4, 18(31. 

Acting Brigadier-General Osterhaus will from this date take com- 
mand of the Second Brigade, Third Division, consisting of the follow- 
ing troops : 

Twelfth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Colonel Osterhaus. 

Seventeenth Regiment Missouri Volunteers, Colonel Hassendeuhel. 

N. W. R. R. (Forty-fourth j Illinois Volunteers, Colonel Knobelsdorif. 
Third Regiment Missouri Volunteers, First Battalion, Major Conrad. 
Third Regiment, U. S. Reserve Corps, Colonel Fritz. 

Light Artillery, Company A, Captain Welfleyj Company B, Cax>taiu 
Hoffman ; Major Backof. 

Benton Hussars, Captain Woldemar. 

* * # *■ m # # 

F. SIGEL, 

Acting Major-General Third Division , Commanding. 


Kansas City, October 4, 1801. 
General J. H. Lane, Commanding Kansas Brigade : 

General : I inclose for your information a letter just received from 
General Fremont. You will please return it by the bearer after read- 
ing it. I would be glad to have any opinion you may have formed 
after reading this letter that may influence your or my movements. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. D. STURGIS, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

*See report of expedition, October 2, 1861, from Bird's Point to Charleston, p. 198. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Jefferson City , September 29, 1861. 

Sir: You are directed to fall immediately back upon Fort Leaven- 
worth, sending up the Government stores, should there be any in Kan- 
sas City, by water to Leavenworth, or destroying them in case there are 
no means of transport. 

Should there be any regular troops at Leavenworth, or immediately 
expected there, you will effect a junction with them, and proceed by 
railroad to Cliillicothe, and from there move by the Grand Diver to join 
General Pope. 

You will instantly advise General Lane, who at the last accounts 
had a successful engagement with the enemy at Papinsville, and was 
between that place and Warsaw, of all your movements, if practicable, 
by a verbal message. General Prentiss lias been instructed to facilitate 
your movements, and in concert with Governor Bobinson, of Kansas, 
to use every possible endeavor to hold Fort Leavenworth. As, how- 
ever, under no circumstances ought the Government stores to fall into 
the hands of the rebel forces, you will make all necessary preparations 
to effect their speedy and certain destruction should the enemy attack 
that place in such force as to render its capture certain. 

J. C. FB,£)MONT, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

October 4, 1861. 

[Brigadier-General Sturgis:] 

General : I have inspected the letter of General Fremont of Sep- 
tember 29. Are you not satisfied it was predicated upon the fact that 
the enemy crossed a force on the north side of the river that we know 
has recrossed ? 


I am satisfied if this order is acted upon we will present the singular 
spectacle of retreating from an army that is itself retreating. Can we 
be mistaken in our information or is General Fremont % Let me see 
you, general, before you act on this letter. 

Yours, truly, 

LAKE. 


Headquarters Kansas Brigade, 

Gamp Mitchell , October 4, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Sturgis : 

Sir : I have had further time to consider the order of Major-General 
Fremont of September 29, and I am so confident that it is founded in 
misconception of the enemy’s movements and intentions, that I do again 
earnestly solicit a conference with you before a single step is taken in 
the premises. To obey the order is to give up the contest in the West, 
to stampede the people of Kansas, and to devastate it. Not until a 
battle is fought and a defeat suffered should Kansas City be given up 
to the enemy. Allowing the order to be predicated upon correct knowl- 
edge, I am clear that Fort Leavenworth and Kansas should be defended 
at or near Kansas City. I will await a message from you naming a 
time and place for a conference. It would suit me very well to have it 
here. 

J. H. LAKE, 

Commanding Kansas Brigade. 
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California, October 5, 1861. 

General Fremont : 

The command were entirely without provisions for more than twenty- 
four hours. Exposed to a violent storm all night, without tents. The 
cavalry and artillery are without overcoats, and cannot perform efficient 
service without them. Most of the tents and baggage are still behind. 
The cavalry have but two rounds of cartridges. 

J D. HUNTER, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Camp Lillie , near Jefferson City , October 6, 1861— Evening. 
Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. A., Commanding , dee. : 

General : I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of this morning by your aide-de-camp and telegram of this 
evening relative to the wants of the troops * Every attention will bo 
given to supply deficiencies at the earliest moment. Some great-coats, 
it is understood, can be procured in Saint Louis, and will be ordered to 
be purchased at once. Sabers have been forwarded from Saint Louis, 
and should have arrived before this time. In reference to transporta- 
tion, it was not the intention in this movement towards posts of rende/,- 
vous to place the whole allowance of wagons with the troops. That 
could not be accomplished, as there is not a, full supply of wagons pro- 
vided. The object has been to concentrate the divisions at particular 
points from which it is expected they will eventually move, but while 
thus fixed to convey to them all the supplies they need to prepare them 
for an aciive campaign against the enemy. The post of your division 
is Versailles. The divisions of McKinstry and Asbotk are in reserve, 
the former at Syracuse, the latter at Tipton. Portions of your division 
are in advance, and will soon be recalled to join you. 

To-day Colonel Wyman has been ordered to proceed with a full and 
complete train of wagons from Rolla to Versailles 'to join you. The 
general regrets the suffering of the troops, and he cannot understand 
how, with reports from the director of transportation that baggage and 
supplies had reached the neighborhood of your camp with but little 
delay, that the troops should have been without tents or provisions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. EATON, 

Colonel , and Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Camp Lillie, near Jefferson City , Mo. v October 6, 1861. 
Brigadier-Generals Lane and Sturgis, Kansas City , Mo. : 

As Kausas City is not threatened now, you will, in accordance with 
the last movements of the rebel forces, move in concert with General 
Sturgis’ command to Warrensburg. Erom there, united, to Clinton, 
with the view of proceeding towards Warsaw, where you will join my 
Nlvance guard, 10,000 strong. 

J. H. EATON, 

Colonel , and Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


*Not found, tut see dispatch of October 5. 
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Near Jeeeerson City, October 6, 1861. 
Ool. J. B. Wyman, Camp Bolla: 

Sir : The enemy having evacuated Lexington, and the circumstances 
of the service having made it unnecessary for you to come to this place, 
the major- general commanding the department directs that you move 
immediately from Bolla direct to Versailles, with full transportation 
complete. You will direct your line of marbli to cross the Osage Biver 
at Linn Creek, or, if you deem it more convenient and expedient, to 
march upon Versailles, and cross the Osage by whatever route you 
think best. Versailles is to be occupied by the division of General 
Hunter to which you belong, but should he have left that place (which 
is not likely to be" the. case), scouts sent about to learn his position will 
enable you to vary your march to join him accordingly. 


Bespectfully, 


J. H. EATON, 

Colonel , and Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, October 6, 1861. 

Capt. Chaunoey MoKeever, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Western Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: For the last two days I have had no reliable intelligence of the 
movements of the enemy. The gunboats have been out of order, so as 
to be unable to make reconnaissances, and one of my spies, from whom 
I expected a full and accurate report, has not returned. Our scouts 
report nothing of importance. I have ordered a force of 1,200 men to 
Charleston. They will leave early in the morning. My own opinion is 
that the enemy have no present intention of moving on Cape Girardeau. 
I think Paducah is more likely the point they design to approach. I 
have ordered one gunboat to cruise down as far as Norfolk to-night, 
and will- send the other gunboat (now at Mound City, repairing) to re- 
coimoiter farther down to-morrow morning. We are very much in need 
of the new gunboat promised, and I trust she will be here very soon. I 
expect to go to Cape Girardeau to-morrow night, to inspect the troops 
there and the condition of the post. 

Colonel Cook’s Seventh Illinois Begiment arrived here last evening, 
and are now stationed at Camp Holt. I had ordered the exchange of 
Colonel Boss’ and Colonel Cook’s regiments before I received your in- 
structions to that effect. 

Since writing the above I have received a report from Colonel 1 lum- 
mer, commanding at Cape Girardeau, informing me that there is a force 
of 1,000 or 1,500 of the enemy, under command of Lowe, at Bloomfield, 
and that preparations are making at Beuton to receive the enemy. I 
had heard of this force of Lowe’s, and instructed him to send out scouts 
aud ascertain his whereabouts. 


Bespectfully, &c., 


H. S. GBANT, _ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Cape Girardeau, Mo., October 6, 1861. 

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Hdqrs. Western Dept., Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that my scout reports that there 
is a force of the enemy at Bloomfield of 1,000 or 1,500 men, under the 
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command of Lowe. There are only marauding parties between this point 
and that. Preparations are being made at Benton, a town 18 mii« 
troni here, for the reception of a force there of the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ‘ J. B. PLUMMER, 

Colonel Eleventh Missouri Volunteers, Commanding. 



Headquarters Third Division Army of the West. 

Sedalia , October 0, 1801. 

Major-General Pope, 

Commanding Second Division, Cold Xeelc Bridge: 

General: In accordance with your dispatch, dated Boonevilk 
October a, and sent to General Davis, I have the honor to state tie 
following : 

The troops of the Third Division, now at my disposition, are station*! 
at Sedalia and Otterville. At Sedalia there are four regiments «\ ir<- 
fantry. with a total strength of 2,000 men, two batteries of six pice- 
each, and one company of cavalry. These troops are mostly proviso' 
with transportation means. At Otterville there are two regiments of 
infantry, with a total strength of 1,500 men. These two regiments have 
no transportation, and can therefore not be moved for the moment, 
otherwise 1 would have ordered them to Sedalia. 

Inclosed you will find the following papers : „ 

1st. A disposition, in case I thought proper to resist an attack of 
Price's forces advancing from Warrensburg. 

2d. A report- of myself to General Asbotli, dated Sedalia, October . «, 

3 o’clock p. m., showing my views in regard to future operations shoam 
Price retreat beyond Grand Paver towards the south. 

3d. A report to General Asbotli, dated October 4. 

ith. A dispatch from headquarters of the Western Department to 
this command.* 

By sending you these papers I hope to give you the best intonimuc 
I possibly can. and comply with your wishes expressed in your ili'p.w 
to General Davis. 

1 am, general, with the greatest respect, yours, 

F. SIGEI.. 

Acting Major-General, Third Dir^i'>n, 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Headquarters Third Division. ( 
Sedalia, October 3. D"*- 

Acting Brigadier-General Osterhaus, 

Commanding Second Brigade: 

Sir : In case of an attack by the forces of General Price the MB 
disposition is hereby made, and will be strictly obeyed, unless n * 1 
before action : 

L General Davis will take position at Georgetown, with thn-»- < | 

ments and lour pieces of artillery, to form the right ot the gcneim . ^ ? 

lion of this command. He will send a good scouting party towam^ ^ j 
north, in the direction of Longwood, to guard Muddy (.’reek am* > 
any approach of troops from that side. This service should he ^ \ 


* Not found. 
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^liable scouts, to spare the troops for action. Cold Neck Bridge must 
be occupied by at least four companies, and mounted scout* sent out from 
there m a northwestern direction to watch any movement made against 

the bridge. 

g. Two regiments and one battery of the command now at Georgetown 
will take position in some proper place south of Georgetown, to he in 
commnmeation with this command, which 1 will post front southwest 
( >o the heights between Georgetown and tsedalia. 

;l The troops at Otterville will proceed to Arater. and advance on the 
read leading from Arater to Georgetown. They will send one company 
to the left as far as the railroad track to watch the enemy's movements 
from tH'didia. They will also have with them some mounted scouts to 
bring news to me as often as thought proper, to inform me of all the 
movements of the enemy. If transported by railroad, the troops from 
Otterville will not proceed farther than Prieeville or Fanner City. 
From there they will march to the north, to strike the road leading from 
Arater to Georgetown. Arriving at this road, they will take a position 
to guard our left Hank and rear, and to act, under proper circumstances, 
as the left wing of the line of battle. They will also send scouts from 
« kterville to Cold Neck Bridge, to give notice to the detachment stationed 
there and caution them to boon their post. 

4. Colonel Bissell will occupy with his command the intreuchiueuts 
before the La Mine Bridge, where he will receive re-enforcements, if 
Bcessary, to protect the retreat of the army across the La Mini* River, 
or in case a battle should be fought near Ottervilie. 

a. The trains will be sent back towards Otterville and Cold Neck. 
The commissary stores will also be removed, or, if no transportation can 
1m-* had. destroyed. 

k The whole material at the railroad depot of Scdalia shall be re- 
moved. or, if no time is given, shall be burned or otherwise destroyed. 

7. In case it should l.e found proper to retreat towards La Mine River, 
the command of General Davis will take the road to Cold Neck Bridge. 
Anlo the Third Division and the troops from Otterville will be directed 
Cither to Arater and Otterville or to the Booneville toad, leading to 
fo'd Neck. Bridge. 

N If re-enforcements from behind the La Mine Itiver should he sent 
f award during the battle, they should advance towards Sedaiia. to act 
agiitiist the right flank and rear of the enemy. -V special order will, 
bailie the position of the troops in detail. 

F. SIGHT., 

Acting Major-General, Third Division, Commanding. 


[Ij-flosnrt; No. 2.] 

Headquarters Third Division Army of the West, 

Scdalia, October >5, lM.it — 4 p. in. 

.biting Major-General Asbotii. 

Commanding Fourth Division. Jefirrson City , M».; 

General; News just received by me from my scouts sent to Mur* 
reiK'fiirg, and corroborated by a dispatch of General Dav is, leave no 
that General Price lias left Warrensburg. repeating toward* 
k<K*.» HiH and Papinsville, to effect a junction with Ben. Md ulbieh, 
a Bate* County. I learn by the same man, who was staving tweiity- 
S'.i-er horns in and around Warrensburg, that, since the ailair at I<exing- 
hat. ^-ihaps duo t loops of Price have left him, making their way in 
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small squads towards the south. They said that Price was about to 
dismount them and use them as infantry, which they would not like. 
Our forces here are said to he 50,000. Mr. M. adds that the secession- 
ists in Johnsou and Henry Counties are in very low spirits, and that the 
rebels were not very anxious to meet us in equal numbers. There were 
500 rebels at Warrensburg when Mr. M. left the place yesterday night. 

This morning I sent the detachment of cavalry under Captain Wol- 
demar to La Monte and Sissonville. They have not returned yet, but 
will be here to-night. General Lane has, according to my last infor- 
mation, left Henry County and marched back towards the Kansas line. 
Montgomery was said to be at West Point, northwest of Butler. From 
the subjoined order you will see what instructions General Lane has 
received by me. 

If the movement of Price is confirmed, I would propose the following 
course of operations : 

1. All troops this side of the La Mine Biver (west) being able to move 
should at once proceed to Warsaw, take possession of the place, and 
prepare the necessary means of crossing the river by the main corps of 
the army. For this purpose the corps of Colonel Bissell and a pioneer 
company should be immediately forwarded to Sedalia to join this com- 
mand. 

2. The troops behind the La Mine Biver (at Syracuse, Tipton, Boone- 
ville, Jefferson, &c.) should advance by Versailles to Warsaw. 

3. The troops at Bolla to Linn Creek. 

4 Lane and Sturgis should unite at Warrensburg, to be directed to 
Clinton and Warsaw. In case this plan, which is in conformity with 
your ideas previously expressed, should find your approbation * I will 
immediately advance to Warsaw. If the enemy should, after being 
re-enforced at Bose Hill or Papinsville, return towards the north or east, 
our position on the Osage Biver would he so that we could act under 
great advantages. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 

F. SIGEL, 

Acting Major- General , Commanding Third Division. 


[Inclosuxe No. 3.] 

Headquarters Third Division Army of the West, 

Sedalia , October 4, 1861. 
Acting Major-General Asboth, Jefferson City , Mo. : 

General : As no train did come up and leave yesterday, I could not 
send you my report Bo. 5 that day. The 40 men of cavalry, under 
Captain Woldemar, were within 8 miles of Warrensburg, and report 
500 men at that place. Price was yesterday at Bose Hill, and lias left 
the city, moving in a southwestern direction. He must now he between 
Big Creek and Grand Biver. Lane was not at Clinton, and did not, 
therefore, receive my dispatch. _ He is reported to be at West Point. 
It may be that Price is marching against Lane and Sturgis for the 
laurels of another Lexington, but this seems to me rather improbable. 
One of my scouts returning from Henry County reports that the troops 
of Price, amongst whom he was, speak about “reorganizing the army”; 
“the army would he. given over to the Confederate States”; “that 
Johnston would bring them a great store of new clothing from the 
South and 25,000 men”; “that he would take the command, and that 
Price would serve under him.” 
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If Price is crossing Grand Biver to march to the south, Lane and 
Sturgis could advance to Warrensburg to join us. I will send to Gen- 
eral Lane to direct him in this way. If Price advances towards Sedalia 
and Georgetown with re-enforcements, I will act according to your in- 
structions. If he retreats towards southwest, I think my proposition of 
report No. 5 could be adopted. [See inclosure No. 2.] 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient servant, 

F. SIGEL, 

Acting Major- General , Commanding Third Division. 


Cape Girardeau, Mo., 

October 7, 1861. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Western Department , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have received information, 
which I believe to be reliable, that forces of the enemy came up Tues- 
day last ( 1st instant) from below, and landed at Columbus. Their num- 
bers 1 have not ascertained, but would remark that they are supposed 
to be a part or the whole of Hardee’s command. 

Oil the same day Jeff. Thompson’s troops left Belmont, opposite Co- 
lumbus, on boats and landed at New Madrid. On Wednesday morning 
they moved for Sikeston, 25 miles from here, and have thrown forward 
a detachment to Benton, 18 miles from here, which corroborates what I 
wrote a few hours ago. Their force consisted of about 2,000 men, and 
are called “ Thompson’s Brigade.” They are armed with muskets, rifles, 
and shot-guns. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. PLUMMEE, 

Colonel Eleventh Missouri Volunteers , Commanding. 


Headquarters Second Division, 

Georgetoion, Mo., October 8, 1861. 

Col. J. H. Eaton, 

Act. Asst. Adjt. Gen., and Mil. Sec., Jefferson City, Mo. : 

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I have left Kelton’s brigade 
at Booneville collecting means of transportation, to move forward as soon 
as orders to that effect are received from the general commanding. One 
steamer was sent up, the other down the river, with detachments, to land 
at various points and hire or press all the wagons that could be found, 
whilst detachments for the same purpose were sent out by land from 
Booneville. None of these had returned on the 6th. 

I came to this place yesterday with a small escort, to inspect General 
Davis’ brigade, and to examine into the condition of affairs and the 
character of the country as to supplies, &c., in view of a forward move- 
ment. Unless I receive orders to the contrary from headquarters, I shall 
return to Booneville to-morrow. 

There is no longer a doubt that Price is slowly retreating to the south- 
west, and my own belief is that he will make an effort, and probably a 
successful one unless he is intercepted, to take Fort Scott, where I am 
informed there are considerable stores of ammunition, &c. It seems to 
be the impression here tffat want of ammunition, especially of percus- 
sion caps, induced him to move south so as to meet supplies sent him by 
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McCulloch, but my own belief is that if pursued lie will not halt this 
side of the Arkansas line unless forced to do so. If it be the purpose 
of the general commanding to pursue as rapidly as possible, X would re- 
spectfully suggest that a limited supply of transportation and ca valry 
would enable General SigePs division and my own to move forward im- 
mediately. I think our combined force amply sufficient to deal with 
Price, who from the best information has not over 20,000 men with him. 
It is believed among people here that he will divide this force in order to 
subsist it during his retreat south, and General Sigel and myself, if not 
able utterly to rout him, will at least be able to force a halt until lie can 
be dealt with. 

I would suppose that 150 wagons, with what can be collected by press- 
ing, would be sufficient to enable these two divisions to move efficiently. 

I shall send this letter if possible by special express, and hope by to- 
morrow afternoon to know what are the purposes of the general com- 
manding in relation to my division — whether it had not best bo concen- 
trated either here or at some point south of this place. I will report 
to-morrow the exact condition in all respects of Davis’ brigade. 1 
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JHO. POPE, 

Acting Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 9, 1SG1. 
Oapt. Chauncey McKeever, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Yesterday I visited Cape Girardeau, and found 'that Colonel Plum- 
mer was working every available man upon the fortifications, and bad 
really accomplished more in one week than would have been done under 
an inefficient officer in two months. At the same rate Gape Girardeau 
will be very completely fortified by Saturday; requiring, however, 
some more heavy ordnance. I am very much in favor, as a general 
thing, of 24-pounder pieces on siege carriages, instead of ponderous 
guns, that take so much to mount and are moved from one place to an- 
other with so much labor. I never would use them except in permanent 
positions. Cape Girardeau wauts four, can use six, iiieces. Colonel 
Plummer reports the Home Guards as of no use, and not to be found 
when called upon. I authorized the discontinuance of all recognition 
of them ; also recommended, rather authorized, Captain Powell, ail 
efficient officer of the Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, who has been act- 
ing as engineer, to raise a. company to manage the siege guns. He 
reported that the company can be raised in two days at Cape Girar- 
deau. This authority was given subject to the approval of the com- 
mander of department. Information here would indicate that troops 
are assembling ready to attack Paducah. My belief is that the attack 
will not be made for the present, however, but should it I will give 
General Smith all the aid prudent. The fact is, when I sent troops to 
Paducah, I selected the fullest regiments and those best armed and 
equipped, leaving here the raw, unarmed, and ragged. I would recom- 
mend that authority be given the quartermaster here to purchase horses 
for the use of Captain Houghtaling’s company of light artillery. They 
can he purchased here as cheaply as at Saint Louis, and on certificate 
to be paid there. 

I would renew my recommendation that huts be put up for winter 
quarters for such garrison as it may be contemplated will occupy this 
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place. I would further recommend for the consideration of the com- 
manding general whether- it would not he a good plan to purchase a 
number of coal barges, such as have been used for the Paducah Bridge, 
and fit them up for winter quarters. They could be used for transport- 
ing troops for a southern expedition with much saving of steam power, 
and could be made comfortable quarters wherever landed. A full detail 
of the plan I would submit would take more room than I propose here. 
In a small way a constant supply of the essentials is being furnished 
the rebels by steamers plying between here and Saint Louis. I have 
thought of sending a steamer to Cape Girardeau with a guard aboard 
to follow each of these steamers, make every landing they do, and pick 
up till freight landed by them. 

I would state again that my information to-day confirms the belief 
that Capo Girardeau is only threatened by Thompson and Lowe. My 
correspondence to-day with State authority does not indicate immediate 
re-enforcements from that quarter. It will be impossible for me to 
furnish General Smith with a company of artillery. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Leavenworth City, Kans., Oetoler 9, 18G1. 

His Excellency A. Lincoln, 

President of the United States : 

Sir : Since my return from Washington to Kansas I have labored 
earnestly and incessantly, as commander of the Kansas Brigade, to put 
down the great insurrection in' Missouri. After the State authorities 
here had foiled to collect a force worthy of the name, I, by my own in- 
dividual efforts and those of my personal friends, despite the opposition 
of the governor of this State, succeeded in raising and marching against 
the enemy as gallant and effective an army, in proportion to its numbers, 
as ever entered the field. Its operations are a part ot the history of the 
country. That brigade to a man are exceedingly desirous of continu- 
ing in the service under my command, and I am very anxious to gratify 
its members in that behalf; but as matters are at present, arranged, I feel 
compelled to abandon the field. 

While the Kansas Brigade was being organized, Governor Charles 
Robinson exerted his utmost endeavor to prevent the enlistment of men. 
Since its organization he has constantly, in season and out of season, 
vilified myself, and abused the men under my command as marauders 
and thieves. For the purpose of gratifying his malice against me, he 
Las conspired with Captain Prince, the commandant at Fort Leaven- 
worth, to dissolve the brigade, and Captain Prince has apparently 
heartily espoused the cause in that direction. The latter-named person, 
in liis official capacity, has refused to recognize my authority as com- 
mander, and wholly declined to respond to my lawful requisitions upon 
him for articles and supplies necessary to the efficiency and comfort of 

the brigade. . . n . 

There being no hope of improvement in this condition ot things so 
long as 1 am in my present position, in order that I may with my bri- 
gade remain in the field, and the Government be sustained in this region, 
and Kansas be protected from invasion from Missouri, I earnestly re- 
quest and recommend the establishment of a new military' department, 
to be composed of Kansas, the Indian country, and so much of Arkansas 
and the Territories as may be thought advisable to include therein. 

34 R R— VOL ill 
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After much — « ^ 

!bmild™e™ne, and that the commandant thereof should hare tinder 

“Kttiifc^be d“S X can have the command of the department, 
I Win cheerfully accept it, resign my seat in the Senate, and devote a 1 
4 -x rvi-i+s 't <1 pnpro'ips to the prosecution ot tlie wui. Live it 
nJtMngc^ be done to Remedy the evils complained of, I will, as above 
intimated be compelled to leave my command, quit the field, and moat 
rplnctantlv become an idle spectator of the great struggle, and witness, 
I have no doubt, the devastation of my adopted State and tlie destruc- 
tion of its people. 

Tours, truly, \ j # H . LANE. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, Mo., October 9, 1861. 


Brig. Gen 


mn. S. E. Curtis, 

Commanding, &c., Benton Barracks , Mo. : 

Sir: I have ordered Captain Callender to arm Colonels Wright’s and 
Bovd’s regiments. You will please detach the battery of tlie Ninth 
Iowa from the regiment and mention them separately m the consoli- 
dated reports. It will not accompany the regiment. You will order 
the Ninth Iowa to proceed to Pacific City to-morrow morning and report 
for orders to Brigadier-General Harding. They will take tents with 
them and rations for ten days. The order for them to proceed to Holla 

is suspended for the present. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ? CHAHNCEY McKEEVEB, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from statement of troops in the Western Department , October 10, 18(51. 


Station. 

Strength. 

Station. 

Strength. 

Benton Barracks 

Cairo, Bird's Point, and -vicinity 

5,221 
13, 008 

1, 700 

a, 071 

1,050 

2, 072 
4, 247 
1,200 

3, S03 

Brouqht forward 

Paducah, ’Kv 

Holla 

42, 872 
0, 821 
2, 009 
1 , 000 
i,auo 

4,028 
4, 472 
11,815 

18, 285 

Georgetown 

Hannibal 

Ironton 

Saint, J oseph 

Saint Louis Arsenal 

Sedalia 

Jefferson City - 

Kansas City 

New Mexico 

Carried forward 

Tipton - — 

Miscellaneous points — 

Grand total* 

42, 872 

03, 181 


[Circular Letter.] Camp Asboth, 

L Tipton, Mo., October 11, 1801. 

General: The following movements of the several divisions of the 
Army of Western Missouri have been decided upon : 

Acting Major-General Pope, with the forces under his immediate com- 
mand, will march by way of Otterville to Sedalia, and from there by the 
most direct route to Leesville. 


See McKeever to Thomas, October 19, post. 
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Acting Brig. Gen. Jeff. 0. Davis will start on the 13tli of October 
from Georgetown by Sedalia with the troops belonging to General Pope’s 
division, and pursue the same direct road to Leesville, reaching his des- 
tination on the 15th. ' 

Acting Major-General Sigel will start from Sedalia on the 13th and 
proceed in three inarches, by Spring Bock and Cole Camp, to Warsaw, 
which place he will occupy, commence preparations immediately to cross 
the river next day, supported by Acting Major-General Mckinstry’s 
forces, and cross on the 16th at all hazards, if a position can be taken on 
the right bank, under the protection of which a bridge may be built. 

Acting Major-General McKinstry will start on the 13th, and proceed 
in four marches, by Florence, Haw Creek, and Cole Camp, to Warsaw, 
where he will co-operate with General Sigel. 

Major-General Hunter will also start on the 13th, and proceed in four 
marches, by way of Versailles and Minerva (Hibernia), to Duroc Ferry. 

Acting Major-General Asboth will start with his division on the 14th, 
and march in three days to Cole Camp Creek, by way of Wheatland 
and Hibernia. 

Generals Sturgis and Lane are expected to be at the same time in 
Clinton, on our extreme right. You are, therefore, instructed to com- 
mence your march on the day appointed for your troops to move, and 
proceed according to the directions above laid down. 

The state of the roads is such that trains may not be unfrequently 
delayed, which renders it more than usually necessary that the troops 
should in all cases have at least one day’s rations in their haversacks. 
The commanders of divisions will also, in all cases where possible, send 
forward in advance of the march a company of pioneers, protected by 
cavalry, to repair the bridges and roads wherever impassable. 

J. C. FEEMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


I 

i 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 11, 1861. 

Capt. Ciiaunoey McKeever, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Western Dept . , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Sir : Since my last report I have ascertained that Thompson with his 
troops has gone" west to Bloomfield or farther. There is no force, there- 
fore, threatening Cape Girardeau. 

I sent the gunboats Tyler and Lexington down near Columbus to-day, 
not so much for the purpose of reconnoitering as to protect a steamer 
sent after wood belonging to Hunter, who is with the Southern Army. 
About 100 cords were brought up. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

XT. S. GBANT, 

Brigadier -General, Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Tipton , Mo., October 12, 1861. 
Col. J. H. Eaton, Acting Assistant Adjutant - General : 

Colonel : I have received the general’s order directing my division 
to move in the morning. Not one-half of my division has yet reported. 
Colonel Ellis’ cavalry are without ammunition, cartridge-boxes, swords, 
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pistols, and great-coats, and many of them are greatly in "want of clotli- 

1U The men of tire Indiana batteries are in want of great-coats, clothing, 

and ammunition. . ■ , 1 , , 

Requisitions have been sent m for ambulances, but they have not 
been furnished. Some of our mules are unshod, and we shall have them 
lame and unserviceable, unless we can be furnished with portable forges 

and blacksmith’s tools. . , ,, . , 

About 50 tents are needed for the division. As we shall have to send 
our teams back for provisions after four days’ march, we should not 
leave here with less than 60,000 rations, as we cannot calculate on their 
return in less than 15 days to our camp, even if we should remain ■ sta- 
tionary at the end of our four days’ march. 

The cavalry regiment has not a wagon ; and Colonel Palmer’s and 
Colonel Bland’s have neither of them sufficient for their baggage. 

To enable us to move efficiently, we need at least 100 wagons and the 
ambulances already ordered to be supplied to the division by the gen- 
eral commanding. _ , , 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

? D. HUNTER, 

Major- General, , Commanding. 


Camp Asroth, 

Near Tipton, Mo., October 12, 1861. 
General D. Hunter, Commanding First Division : 

General : In complying with the letter of instructions of yesterday, 
General Fremont directs that you proceed from Tipton for the present 
only so far as the first convenient camp ground, for the purpose of bring- 
ing your immediate command together and to enable you to organize 
the better your means of transportation. Colonel Woods, director of 
transportation, will confer with you to supply at the earliest moment 
practicable what is deficient. At a distance of 2, 3, or 5 miles your 
wagons can return to Tipton for what is needed. 

.Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

1 ’ • J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, Mo., October 14, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont, 

Commanding Department of the West , Tipton, Mo. : 

General : The Secretary of War directs me to communicate the fol- 
lowing as his instructions for your government : 

In view of the heavy sums due expended in the quartermaster’s de- 
partment in this city, amounting to some $4,500,000, it is important that 
the money which may now be in the hands of the disbursing officers, or 
be received by them,' be applied to the current expenses of your army 
in Missouri, and the debt 3 to remain unpaid until they can be properly 
examined and sent to Washington for settlement. The disbursing 
officers of the army to disburse the funds and not transfer them to irre- 
sponsible agents; in other words, those who do not hold commissions 
from the President and ai e im bunded. All contracts necessary to be 
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made, to be made by the disbursing officers. The senior quartermaster 
here has been verbally instructed. 

It is deemed unnecessary to erect field -works around this city, and 
you will direct their discontinuance $ also those, if any, in course of con- 
struction at Jefferson City. In this connection it is seen that a number 
of commissions have been given by you. No payment will be made to 
such officers, except to those whose appointments have been approved 
by the President. This, of course, does not apply to the officers with 
volunteer commissions. Colonel Andrews has been verbally so instructed 
by the Secretary y also not to make transfer of funds except for the 
purpose of paying the troops. 

The erection of barracks near your quarters in this city will be at 
once discontinued. 

The Secretary has been informed .that the troops of General Lane’s 
command are committing depredations on our friends in Western Mis- 
souri. Your attention is directed to this in the expectation that you 
will apply the correction. 

Major Allen desires the services of Captain Turnley for a short time, 
and the Secretary hopes you may find it proper to accede thereto. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Post, 

Holla, Mo., October 14, 1S61. 

[Captain McKee ver:] 

Captain : A messenger from Colonel Wyman, commanding the Thir- 
teenth Illinois and Major Wright’s command, arrived last night, bring- 
ing the following dispatch : 

The rebels have left Iberia, and as near as we can learn the main body have gone 
to Lebanon — say not over 1,200 in all at that point. We took 5 prisoners last night, 
one of whom was armed with an English Tower gun and United States equipments. 
Some of their scouts have just fired on our pickets. The companies of rebels south 
aucl east of this post axe ordered to the west of this place, to what point I cannot yet 
ascertain. They are all moving in that direction. 

G. M. DODGE, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo, III., October 14, 1861. 


General Orders, 
No. 11. 


Eor the better convenience of administering the duties of this mili- 
tary district this command will be brigaded as follows, subject to such 
changes as may be deemed necessary in the future. 

First Brigade, as now organized, and commanded by Brig. Gen. J olm 
A. McOlernand, with the addition of the Tenth and Eighteenth Illinois 
Regiments, Schwartz’s battery of light artillery, and Stewart’s cavalry. 

Second Brigade will be composed of Eighth Regiment Illinois Vol- 
unteers, Seventh Iowa, and 1 Twenty-second Illinois, Captain Houghtal- 
ing’s light artillery, and five companies of Second Illinois Cavalry, yet 
to' be assigned, and will be under command of Col. R. J. Oglesby. , 
Third Brigade will be composed of the Eleventh and Twelfth Illinois 
Regiments, Second Iowa Regiment, Captain Taylor’s battery of light 
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artillery, and Langen’s, Pfaff’s, Burrell’s and Coleman’s cavalry, and 
will be under command of Col. W. H. L. Wallace. 

Fourth- Brigade, Col. John Cook commanding, will be composed 
of the Seventh and Twenty-eighth Illinois Begiments, McAllister’s 
company of light artillery, Delano’s cavalry, and one company of Second 

Illinois Begiment of Cavalry. , 

fifth Brigade, Colonel Plummer commanding, will be composed of 
the Eleventh Missouri, Seventeenth Illinois, and Tenth Iowa Begiments, 
headquarters Cape Girardeau. . _ .... , 

The command of the post of Cairo, including Mound City, will be re- 
tained by General McClernand. . 

Brigade commanders will make their reports immediately to these 

headquarters. 

Bv order of Brig. Gen. IT. S. Grant : 

JNO. A. BAWL IMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General , 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., October 15, 1SG1. 

Brig. Gen. John A. McClernand, 

Commanding Post, Cairo, III. : 

Information deemed, reliable having been received at these headquar- 
ters that a large body of troops, supposed to be the rebel forces, are 
encamped on the Mississippi Biver opposite Chester, you will therefore 
order the gunboat Tyler and steamer Aleck Scott, with a regiment of 
infantry, with a sufficient number of days’ rations, to proceed up the 
Mississippi Biver as far as Chester, 111., for the purpose of making a 
reconnaissance. Should thd information prove correct, they will dislodge 
them from their position. 

By order of Brigadier-General Grant : 

JNO. A. BAWLINS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Camp Zagonyi, Mo., October 15, 1861. 

General B. M. Prentiss, 

Commanding , &c., Camp Zagonyi, Mo. : 

General : I am directed by the general commanding to say that he 
wishes you at the earliest moment to perfect your arrangements for 
insuring the efficiency of the public service in North Missouri, with a 
Hew to turn over to Brigadier-General Todd the command in that quar- 
ter, leaving with him. sufficient force to secure peace and quiet there. 
You are authorized .to aid in the procuring of new regiments from Illi- 
nois, in which service Colonel Koerner is now engaged, so as to replace 
your old brigade for active operations in the field, under instructions 
hereafter to be given from these headquarters. For the furtherance of 
this object you will communicate with Governor Yates, of Illinois, and 
instructions will be given to Major Allen, quartermaster in Saint Louis, 
to act upon your requisition for transportation for the outfit of your 
brigade for field service. 

Bespeetfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

Camp near Warsaw , Mo., October 1G, 1S61. 
Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Ti-iomas, 

Adjutant- General of the Army, Washington, D. G.: 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, after pushing the works of pre- 
paration at Saint Louis, Jefferson City, and Tipton, I left the latter place 
on the 14th instant, and, having fully matured my plans of operation 
against the enemy, have now reached this place with the major part of 
the division of Acting Major-General Asboth, near 5,000 strong, and 
only need the co-operation of the other divisions, already in march, 
or about to march, from their several points of departure on the line of 
the railroad, to move with all possible celerity against the enemy. Part 
of the division of Acting Major-General Sigel, which marched from 
Sedalia on the 13th, occupied Warsaw on the afternoon of the 15th, 
and this morning a detachment of cavalry, with the battalion of four 
companies of Missouri infantry, crossed the Osage River (not yet ford- 
able). The other portions of his force have also been crossing during 
the day. 

On the 14th the position of the enemy was reported as follows : 

General Price, northeast of Montevallo, at the Prairie House ; Steen’s 
command, at Montevallo; Harrison’s troops, at Big Alder Creek, and 
Rains’ troops, at a place three miles below Montevallo, on the same 

stream. . 

After the crossing of the Osage by the cavalry this morning, Ser- 
geant Trautweire reports that on their advance towards the Poinrae de 
Terre River Bridge they had an engagement with some rebel cavalry, 
taking several prisoners. Further reports of my operations will be duly 
dispatched to the Department. 

X have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. FREMONT, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Saint Louis , Mo., October 16, 1861. 

Ool T. A. Soott 

Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, D. G.: 

. The effect of the special Washington dispatches to the Hew York 
Tribune on Missouri affairs has been to stimulate the rebels to great 
activity and aggression in the city and State. They are concentrating 
around Pilot Knob, having burned the bridge on the Iron Mountain 
road, to stop our re-enforcements. We have sent two regiments, and 
■will whip them, They have cut the northern wires an cl sue active and 
impudent. Hardee and Johnston have gone to Kentucky. Geneial 
Fremont is 30 miles south of Tipton, marching fast. Tour dispatch 
came while I was writing this. General Cameron left bere Monday 
noon, he said, for Kentucky, to reach Washington Saturday night or 
Monday. I shall see you Monday or earlier^ ^ pLUMLT 

Major , Acting Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , October 1(5, 18(51. 

Capt. Ohauncey McKeever, 

Asst Adjt. Gen ., Western Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Sir: Two dispatches from General Fremont were received to-day and 
promptly attended to. I also received a dispatch from General Gher- 
man, stating that Hardee had effected a junction with Buckner, and t hey 
were threatening Louisville; requesting meat the same time, in con- 
nection with General Smith, to make a demonstration on (Join ml ms. 
Sending troops to Cape Girardeau, as I have done to-day, and ha ving 
out another expedition of some 200 men, it will he a day or two before 
any move can be made. I will communicate with General Smith and 
co-operate in any demonstration that may seem to recommend itself. I 
have no reliable information from the enemy not already communicated, 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

'XL S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., October 1(5, 18(51. 

Brig. Gen. C. F. Smith, 

Commanding TJ. 8. Forces, Paducah, Kg. : 

I send you to-day a copy of a dispatch received from General Sher- 
man * If you have any plan to propose, I am ready to co-operate to t he 
extent of my limited means. I had to send off quite an expedition to 
the neighborhood of Ironton to-day by orders from headquarters Wt*, st- 
ern Department, and have another expedition out at the same t ime. 
Five thousand is the greatest number of meii I could start out with. 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

r, . r . _ Cairo, October 17, 18(51. 

Capfc. Ohauncey McKeever, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Western Dept., Saint Louis, Mo. : 

. Captain : In pursuance of telegraphic instructions from the comma u d- 
mg* general, I sent from here Colonel Marsh’s regiment of Illinois vol- 
unteers, three companies of cavalry, and a section of artillery, to ho 
re-enforced by two regiments from Cape Girardeau, to go in pursuit of 
Thompson and such of the rebel army as have been committing depre- 
dations on the Iron Mountain Railroad. 

There is a great difficulty in procuring storage bore for commissary 
and quartermasters stores, particularly since the fleet of gunboats have, 
commenced making preparations for fitting out. I have directed the 
employment of a very large wharf boat, capable of storing 2,500 tons, 
subject to the approval of the department commander. This accom- 
modahon, it now seems, the gunboat fleet wants, bordered it more 
particularly for the commissary and ordnance departments. A great, 
I oportion ot the rations issued from here going by water to the differ- 
^ posts, an immense labor is saved in hauling by storage upon the 
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I would ask if storage for tire gunboat fleet is to be furnished by the 
Quartermaster s Department, oris Captain Perry, Navy receiving officer 
here, to furnish this accommodation out of a different appropriation. 

It is highly necessary, in view of possible high water, to revet the 
outer embankments of Port Prentiss, to prevent them from washing 
away. There is no money in the engineer department to make the 
purchase of material with which to do it. Shall I order the quarter- 
master to purchase the necessary material 9 The labor can be furnished 
by detail. 

< In the matter of signing discharges on surgeon’s certificates I exam- 
ined the regulations well, and Come fully to the conclusion that now that 
General Fremont was in the field I might regard myself as eommand- 
mg an army in the field also, and therefore be entitled to sign such dis- 
charges. Then, too, many of the cases coining before me are of such a 
nature that the applicant should not be detained a single day. 

I would ask as to my authority to grant sick leaves ; also if I have 
authority to send officers or men on recruiting service to fill up compa- 
nies here. 

t Por the last few days the reports I get from the enemy are so contra- 
dictory that I feel but little like reporting. I am satisfied, however, * 
that Hardee, with 5 regiments, has joined Buckner ; also that a large 
force has crossed to the Missouri shore— this latter chiefly, I think, to 
gather the large crop of corn now maturing. 

There has been added lately to the works at Columbus a casemate 
battery. 

Several days ago I ordered a steamer to Cape Girardeau to follow the 
first Saint Louis steamer, and make all her landings below that point 
and seize all goods landed. My orders were exceeded by seizing the 
steamer also, but she was released promptly on being* brought into port. 
A copy of the report of the officer commanding*, marked A,* is inclosed. 
Are these goods to be retained 9 I would again suggest that trade with 
Southeastern Missouri should be cut off*. The enemy are enabled to get 
valuable supplies by that route, and all the information in possession 
of eitizeus of Saint Louis. Paper marked B* contains a list of articles 
seized in the same manner, landed by the steamer Arago. 

I would suggest that, if consistent with the views of the commanding 
general, I would like to visit Saint Louis and Springfield strictly on busi- 
ness for this command. I have frequently reported our deficiency in 
many of the necessaries to a complete outfit, and want to give my best 
efforts to remedy the evil. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

IJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


n Rolla, Mo., October 18, 1861. 

Capt. Chauncey McKeever, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

Captain : a scout returned here last night and reports that the rebel 
forces at Vienna have dispersed, some joining Johnston and the balance 
scattered. 

Freeman is about 40 miles south, with a force of TOO men. 

Price has halted South of the Osage, and called the legislature to- 
gether at Carthage on the 4th day of November. 


* Not found. 
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Taylor lias issued a proclamation prohibiting any Missourian canying 

property out of the State. . _ , , , 

Beport from Springfield to-day tliat J olinston is ordered to take com- 
mand in Missouri. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,^ ^ DODGE 

Colonel , Commanding Post , Bolla , Mo. 


Washington, October 18, 1861. 

General Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant- General U. 8. Army: 

Dear Sir: The inclosed message from Gustave Koemer, aide-de- 
camp to General Fremont, was read in Cabinet meeting to-day by the 
President. It was determined to refer all irregular appointments m the 
Department of the "West to you for examination, with instructions to 
submit some plan that will do justice to those men now serving who aie 
faithful and competent officers, and provide a remedy for the evils now 
existing. 

Very respectfully, THOMAS A. SCOTT, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Saint Louis, October 16, 1861. 

His Excellency the President : 

Deputy Paymaster-General Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews ictuses to 
honor General Fremont’s commissions, which have heretofore invariably 
been accepted by him. Officers of the Army who have sacrificed their 
all to take up arms for their country are thus left destitute, and their 
families in want of the most urgent necessities of fife. Very many or 
these officers are now in the field and in face of the enemy. Their effi- 
ciency and the spirits of many of the troops serving under them will 
be most seriously affected by this course. Unless you will provide a 
remedy to insure these men in their well-deserved remuneration a por- 
tion of the army will necessarily disband, as no officers will or can 
serve without a valid commission. 

GUST AYE KOEBHEK, 

Aide-de- Gamy. 


Harrisburg, Pa., October Iff, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, Adjutant-General JJ. 8. Army : 

General : When I did myself the honor to ask you to accompany 
me on my Western tour, it was with the view of availing myself of your 
experience as Adjutant-General of the Army. Finding that the result- 
of my investigations might (as I at first apprehended) have an impor- 
tant effect not only upon the Army of the West, but upon the interests 
of the whole country, I requested you to take lull notes upon all points 

connected with the object of my visit. -it 

As you inform me that you have carefully complied with my wisii, 1 
now respectfully request you to submit your report as early as practi- 
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cable, in order that the President may be correctly advised as to the 
administration of affairs connected with the Army of the West.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SIMON CAMEEON, 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo., October 19, 1861. 

General Lorenzo Thomas, 

Acljt. Gen. U. S. Army , Washington , T). G. : 

Sir: I was taken sick the day you left here, and was not able to 
comply sooner with the instructions given me to furnish you with a 
copy of General Premont’s order to print his proclamation of August 
30. I herewith inclose a copy of the oi der to publish the President’s 
letter, together with the order to print 200 copies of the original procla- 
mation.f 

The return of troops! in this department was sent during my illness 
without a letter of transmittal. The number is apparently large, but 
it must be borne in mind that about 4,000 cavalry, 10,000 infantry, and 
one-half the artillery are without arms. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHAUNCEY McKEE VEE, 

• Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Warsaw, Mo., October 19, 1861. 
General 0. P. Smith, Commanding , Paducah, Ky. : 

General : I am instructed by the general commanding to invite 
your attention to certain rumors of a meditated maneuver by the 
Confederate forces at Columbus and in Southeast Missouri, which, if 
true, would compromise the safety of Ironton, and possibly of Saint 
Louis. Should General Johnston or Hardee, or perhaps even Pillow, 
advance upon either of those places, it would, whether a real or simu- 
lated movement, affect the operations here ; and he would be glad to 
have you apprise him at the earliest moment of your views as to the 
whole service thus likely tc be affected, desiring you on any sudden 
emergency to act in Kentucky as in your judgment may seem to you 
best. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 23. ' ] Warsaw, Mo., October 20, 1861. 

I. Depredations by individuals of the United States troops now 
marching southward are a subject of frequent and, in many instances, 
of just complaint. While it is the determination of the commanding 

* Seo Tliomas to Caineron, October 21, p. 540. 
t Of August 30, p. 460 ; see, also, p. 543. 
t See p. 530. 





o-eneral to prosecute the war with the utmost vigor against all who are 
in arms against the Government, it is equally his aim to inspire eouh- 
dence in the loyal inhabitants ot this State, and to assure otlicis of 
protection and immunity if they return to their allegiance. 

When necessaries are taken along the route of the Army, it will be by 
the proper officers, under orders only from the commanding gencial 01 
generals of divisions, and will be receipted for and the owners in due 
time paid. But plundering and marauding, doubly disgraceful in sol- 
diers whose duty is to protect the persons and property of their coun- 
trymen, are declared by the Army Begulations to be crimes of such 
enormity, as to admit of no remission of the terrible penalty decreed by 
the military law tor offenses of this nature. 

It is therefore strictly forbidden to take private property from any 
person, for any purpose whatever, except by authority of a general 
officer : to enter any dwelling occupied or unoccupied, unless accom- 
panied by a commissioned officer 5 to fire a gun or pistol in camp or on 
the march, or to leave the ranks upon any pretense without the oidei 
or permission of the company commander. 

This requirement is to be enforced ninongst nil tliose wno accompany 
the baggage and field trains, as well as with those who march in the 

columns. , ■ .... 

II. As a habitual practice during the campaign, the troops will he 
required to turn out at the reveille roll-call under arms, and stand to 
arms fully equipped and ready for service. After roll-call the arms 
and accouterments will be inspected by a company officer. The car- 
tridges in the boxes will be counted and the men held to answer, and 
if necessary be punished, for any expenditure of ammunition not prop- 
erly accounted for. 

III. All commanding officers will be held responsible for the strict 
execution of this order. 

By order of Major-General Frdmont : 

J J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Washing-ton, D. 0., October 21, 1861. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the report requested in your letter 
of the 19th instant* 

We arrived at Saint Louis, as you are aware, at 2.80 a. m. October 11 . 
After breakfast rode to Benton Barracks, above the city. On the street 
leading to the camp passed a small field work in course of construction. 
Found the camp of great extent, with extensive quarters, constructed of 
rough boards. Much has been said of the large sums expended in their 
erection, but some one mentioned that General McKinstry, principal 
quartermaster, who made the disbursements, gave the cost at $15,000. 
If so, it was judicious. The actual cost should be ascertained. General 
Curtis was in command. Force present, 140 officers, 3,338 men — 
principally detachments, except the First Iowa Cavalry, 34 officers, 904 

men, having horses, but without equipments. 

General Curtis said of General Fremont that he found no difficulty in 
having access to him, and when he presented business connected with 
his command, it was attended to. General F. never consulted him on 

* Which, -with this report, was submitted by the Secretary of War to the Joint Com- 
mittee on tlie Conduct oi tlie War, under date of Maxell 12, 1862* 
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military matters, nor informed, liim of his iilans. General Curtis re- 
marked that while he would go with freedom to General Scott aud 
express his opinions, he would not dare do so to General Fremont. He 
deemed General Fremont unequal to the command of an army, and said 
that he was no more bound by law than by the winds. 

After dinner rode to the arsenal, below the city, Captain Callender in 
charge. The garrison for its protection is under Major Granger, Third 
< 'rivalry. But very few arms on hand; a number of heavy guns, de- 
signed for gunboats and mortar boats. The captain is engaged in 
limiting ammunition. He said he heard that some person had a con- 
tract for making the carriages for these guns ; that, if so, he knew noth- 
ing of it, and that it was entirely irregular, he being the proper officer 
to attend to the case. This, in my opinion, requires investigation. He 
expected soon to receive funds, and desired them for current purposes ; 
was tearful, however, that they might be diverted for other payments. 
Visited a large hospital not distant from the arsenal, in charge of 
Assistant Surgeon Bailey, XT. S. Army. It was filled with patients, 
mostly doing well ; in fine order, and a credit to the service. The doc- 
tor had an efficient corps of assistants from the volunteer service, and 
in addition a number of Sisters of Charity as nurses. God bless these 
pure and disinterested women! 

Colonel Andrews, chief paymaster, called and represented irregulari- 
ties in the Pay Department, and desired instructions from the Secretary 
for his government, stating that he was required to make payments and 
t ransfers of money contrary to law and regulations. Once, upon object- 
ing to what he conceived an improper payment, he was threatened with 
confinement by a file of soldiers. He exhibited an order for the transfer 
of $100,000 to the Quartermaster’s Department, which was irregular. 
Exhibited abstract of payment by one paymaster (Major Febiger) to 42 
persons, appointed by General Fremont, viz: 1 colonel, 3 majors, 8 
captains, 15 first lieutenants, 11 second lieutenants, 1 surgeon, 3 assist- 
ant surgeons ; total 42. Nineteen of these have appointments as en- 
gineers, and entitled to cavalry pay. 

A second abstract of payments was furnished, but not vouched for 
as reliable, as the paymaster was sick, and is only given to sliow the 
excess of officers of rank appointed to the major-general’s body guard 
of only 300 men; the commander being a colonel, &c. The whole 
number of irregular appointments made by General Fremont was said 
by Colonel Andrews to be nearly 200. 

The following is a copy of one of these appointments : 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis, August 28, 1861. 

Sir: You are hereby appointed captain of cavalry, to be employed in tbe land 
transportation department, and 'will report for duty at these headquarters. 

J. C. FREMONT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 

To Capt. Felix Vogele, Present. 


I also saw a similar appointment given to an individual on General 
Fremont’s staff, as director of music, with the rank and commission of 
captain of engineers. This person was a musician in a theater in Saint 
Louis. Colonel Andrews was verbally instructed by me not to pay 
him, the person having presented the two papers and demanded pay. 
Colonel Andrews also stated that these appointments bore one date, 
but directed payment, in some cases, a month or more anterior thereto. 
He was then without funds, except a small amount. 

The principal commissary, Captain Haines, had no outstanding debts, 
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and expected funds soon. Major Allen, principal quartermaster, Md 
recently taken charge at Saint Louis, hut reported great irregularities 
in his department, and requested special instructions. These he deemed 
important, as orders were communicated by a variety of persons, m a 
very irregular manner, requiring disbursements of money These orders 
are often verbally given (see paper No. 4, asking for instructions) [A] 

He was sending, under General Fremont’s orders, large amounts ot 
forage from Saint Louis to the army at Tipton, where _corn was abun- 
dant and very cheap. The distance was 160 miles. He gave the in- 
debtedness of the quartermaster’s department m Saint Louis to he 

in regard to contracts, without an examination of th6 accounts it 
would be difficult to arrive at the facts. It is the expressed belief ot 
many persons that General Fremont has around him m his staff per- 
sons directly and indirectly concerned in furnishing supplies. The 
following is a copy of a letter signed by Leonidas Haskell, captain and 
aide-de-camp. He. though on General Fremont’s staff:, is said to be a 
contractor for hay and lorage and mules, the person named in Ins 
note, Colonel Degraf, being his partner. 

Headquarters Western Department, 

, Camp Lillie, October 2, 1861. 

Sir- I am requested by tbecommaudiug general to authorize Colonel Degraf to 
take any bay that has been contracted for by tbe Government, bis receipt lor the 
same being all the voucher yon require. 

Respectfully, yours, LEONIDAS HASKELL, 

Captain and Aide-dc-Camp. 

What does this mean'? Contractors deliver forage direct to quarter- 
masters, who issue the same; but here another party steps in, and, it a 
contractor or the partner of one, to fill his own contract. This double 
transaction it is difficult to suppose is done without a consideration. 
The accounts should he examined, and the price paid to Degraf com- 
pared with that paid to the contractors whose forage was seized. 

This same Captain Haskell, aide-de camp, was a contractor for mules. 
He desired Captain Turnley to receive his animals— good, bad, and in- 
different, as Captain Turnley said. This he would not do, and stated 
his prices for different classes — wheel, lead, &e. Besides, he had more 
mules than he could possibly send to the army. Notwithstanding all ? 
this he received an order to inspect and receive Mr. Haskell >s mules 
as rapidly as possible. Captain Turnley very soon received orders 
from General Fremont to leave Saint Louis and proceed to the niteiioi. 
(See paper No. 7, showing his great labor and heavy responsibility) 

direction of General Meigs, advertisements were made to furnish 
grain and hay, and contracts made for specific sums— 28 cents per 
bushel for corn, 30 cents for oats, and 81 1 .95 per ton for hay. In taco o 
this, another party at Saint Louis — Baird, or Baird & Palmer (Palmer 
being of the old firm in California of Palmer, Cook & Co.)— were directed 


7, Captain Tnrnley’s letter.) . , 

Captain Edward M. Davis, a member of his staff, received a eontiact 
by the direct order of General Fremont for blankets, They were exam- 
ined by a board of army officers, consisting of Captain Hendersliott, 
Fourth Artillery, Captain Haines, commissary of subsistence, and Cap- 
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tain Turnley, assistant quartermaster. The blankets were found to be 
made of cotton and to be rotten and worthless. Notwithstanding this 
decision they were purchased, and given to the sick and wounded sol- 
diers in hospitals. These facts can be ascertained from the report of 
the board or the officers themselves, and the bill of purchase. Amongst 
the supplies sent by General Fremont to the army now in the field may 
be enumerated 500 half barrels, to carry water in a country of abundant 
supply, and 500 tons of ice. 

We examined the barracks in course of construction in Saint Louis, 
near and around the private house occupied by him as quarters, the 
Brant House, rented at $6,000 per annum. These barracks have brick 
foundations and brick outer walls, weather-boarded, and are sufficient 
as quarters and stables for 1,000 men. Like those of Camp Benton, 
these barracks were not built by contract or proposals. They are cer- 
tainly more expensive and more permanent than the quarters a tem- 
porary army would require, and the exact expense, though perhaps 
difficult to ascertain, should be discovered. 

A pontoon bridge has been thrown across the Ohio Biver at Paducah. 
A ferry boat, in a region where such boats are readily procured, would 
be just as efficient and much less expensive. 

Contracts, it will be seen, were given to individuals without resorting 
to advertisements for bids, as required by law and regulations. Having 
received an intimation from another quarter of an impropriety, I called 
oil Captain McKeever, assistant adjutant-general, for the facts, which 
he gave me as follows : One week after the receipt of the President’s 
order modifying” General Fremont’s proclamation relative to emancipa- 
tion of slaves, General Fremont, by note to Captain McKeever, required 
him to have 200 copies of the original proclamation and address to the 
army, of same date, printed and sent immediately to Ironton, for the 
use of Major Gavitt, Indiana Cavalry, for distribution through the 
country. Captain McKeever had the copies printed and delivered. 
The order is as follows : 

Adjutant-general will have 200 copies of proclamation of commanding general, 
dated 30th August, together with address to the army of same date, sent immediately 
to Ironton, for the use of Major Gavitt, Indiana Cavalry. Major Gavitt will dis- 
tribute it through the country. 

J. C. F., 

Comnandmj General. 

September 23, 1861. 

We left Saint Louis October 12 for Geueral Fremont’s headquarters 
at Tipton, 160 miles distant, passing the night at Jefferson City, the 
capital of Missouri, 125 miles from Saint Louis. General Price was in 
command of the place, with a force of 1,200 men. The Eighth Iowa 
was there, en route for Tipton. At this place there were accumulated a 
large quantity of forage landed from steamboats, and some wagons and 
mules, far transportation; also the half barrels for carrying water, and 
a number of mules, which Captain Turnley said he could not get for- 
ward, having no control over the transportation by railroad. 

Leaving Jefferson City on the 13th, we arrived at Tipton at 9 o’clock 
a. m. The Secretary of War was called upon by General Fremont, and, 
upon the general’s invitation, accompanied him to Syracuse, 5 miles 
distant, to review the division under General McKinstry, nearly 8,000 
strong. This body of troops is said to he the best equipped and best 
supplied of the whole army. They certainly are, so far as means of 
transportation are concerned. At Tipton, besides General Fremont and 
staff, his body guard, &c., I found a part of General Hunter’s First 



544 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 

Division and General Asboth’s Fourth Division. The force designed to 
act against Price consists of five divisions, as follows: 

& 9 750 

First Division, Hunter’s, at Tipton - ‘ ' n ’ c, art 

Second Division, Pope’s, atOeorgctown 7 ’ 

Third Division, Sigel’s, at «’ 451 

Fifth D ivision, Ash oth s, at Tipton - - - * ’ 1 - - - - - - 5’, 388 

Sixth Division, McKmstry’s, at Syracuse . - _J 

m x , 38,789 

As soon as I obtained a view of the several encampments at Tipton, I 
expressed the opinion that the forces there assembled could not be 
moved, as scarcely any means of transportation were visible. I saw 
General Hunter, second in command, and conversed freely with him. 
He stated that there was great confusion, and that Fremont was utterly 
incompetent: that his own division was greatly scattered, and the force 
then present defective in many respects; that he required 100 wagons, 
yet lie was ordered to march that day, and some of his troops were al- 
ready drawn out on the road. His cavalry regiment (Ellis S * 7 ) had horses, 
arms (indifferent), but no equipments; had to carry their cartridges 111 
their pockets ; consequently, on their hrst day 7 s march from Jefferson 
Oitv in a heavy rain, the cartridges carried about their persons were 
destroyed. This march to Tipton (35 miles) was made 011 a miry, heavy 
earth road parallel to the railroad, and but a little distance from it. The 
troops were directed by General Fremont to march without provisions, 
knapsacks, and without transportation. A violent rain storm came up, 
and the troops were exposed to it all night, were without food for twen- 
ty-fonr hours, cirul "when food wus received tlie beef vtels found to be 

S ^General Hunter stated that he had just received a written report from 
one of his colonels, informing him that hut 20 out of 100 of liis guns 
would gooff. These were the guns procured by Genera^ Fremont 111 
Europe. 1 may here state that General Sherman, at Louisville, made 
a similar complaint of the great inferiority of these European arms. He 
had given the men orders to file down the nipples. In conversation 
with Colonel Swords, assistant quartermaster-general, at Louisville, just 
from California, he stated that Mr. Selover, who was 111 Europe with 
General Fremont, wrote to some friend in San Francisco that his snare 
of the profit of the purchase of these arms was $30,000. 

When General Hunter, at Jefferson City, received orders to march to 
Tipton, he was directed to take 11 wagons with him, when he had only 
40 mules, which, fact bad been duly reported to headquarters. At this 
time Oolouel Stevenson’s Seventh Missouri Begiment was,- without Gen- 
eral Hunter’s knowledge, taken from him, leaving him, when under 
marching orders, with only one regiment at Jefferson City fit to take 
the field (see paper Ho. 9*). General Hunter showed me the order for 
marching, dated October 10, which he only received the 12tli (see pa- 
per Ho. 10). t (See Hunter’s reply, showing the great wants of his com- 
mand, marked Ho. 11)4’ The same day the order was changed to one 

day’s inarch (see paper Ho. 12). § . , , . 

When General Pope, at Georgetown, 25 miles distant, received tills 
order of inarch, he wrote a private letter to Hunter, which I read. It 
set forth the utter impossibility of bis moving for the want of supplies 
and transportation, and asked whether General Fremont could mean 
what he said. 

* See Hunter to Eaton, October 4, p. 519. t See Hunter to Eaton, October 12, p. 531. 
I See Circular, October 11, p. 530. § See Eaton to Hunter, October 12, p. o3l. 
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All of the foregoing goes to show the want of military foresight and 
soldierly judgment on the part of General Fremont in directing the 
necessary means for putting and maintaining in the field the forces 
under his command. 

General Hunter stated that, though second in command, he never was 
consulted by General Frdmont, and knew nothing whatever of his inten- 
tions. Such a parallel, I venture to assert, cannot be found in the annals 
of military warfare. I have also been informed that there is not a Mis- 
sourian on his staff, not a man acquainted personally with the topog- 
raphy and physical characteristics of the country or its people. 

The failure of General Fremont to re-enforce General Lyon demands 
a brief notice. 'General Fremont arrived at Saint Louis July 26, called 
thither from Few York by telegraph stating that General Lyon was 
threatened by 30,000 rebels. At this time General Pope had nine regi- 
ments in Forth Missouri, where the rebels had no embodied force, the 
Confederate forces in the State being those underPrice and McCulloch, 
near Springfield, Southwest Missouri, and those under Pillow, Jeff. 
Thompson, and Hardee, in Southeast Missouri. Two regiments held 
Eolla, the terminus of the Southwestern Branch of the Pacific Railroad, 
whilst Jefferson City, Booneville, Lexington, and Kansas City had each 
a garrison of 300 or 400 men, behind entrenchments. Cairo and Bird’s 
Point were fortified and defended with heavy artillery. (Pilot Knob and 
Cape Girardeau were fortified after General Frdmont’s arrival.) All 
these places could be re-enforced by railroad and river from Saint Louis 
and the Forthwestern States, and could hold out until re-enforced, even 
if attacked by superior forces. 

On his arrival in Saint Louis, General Frdmont was met by Captain 
Caveuder, First Missouri, and Major Farrar, aide-de-camp to General 
Lyon, with statements from the latter, and asking for re-enforcements. 
Major Phelps, M. C. from Springfield, Dr. Miller, of Omaha, and many 
other citizens, having ample means of information, made the same repre- 
sentations, and urged the sending of re-enforcements. To Governor 
Gamble he said, u General Lyon is as strong as any other officer on this 
line.” He failed to strengthen Lyon, and the result, as is well known, 
was the defeat of that most gallant officer. The two regiments at Eolla 
should have been pushed forward, and the whole of Pope’s nine regi- 
ments brought by rail to Saint Louis and Eolla, and thence sent to 
Lyon’s force. Any other general, in such an emergency, would have 
pursued this obvious course. 

The battle of Springfield (or, more strictly, Wilson’s Creek) — one of 
the most desperate ever fought on this continent — took place August 
10, when the brave Lyon fell, and the troops, borne down by greatly 
superior numbers, were obliged to fall back, but unpursued by a badly 
beaten foe. 

General Fremont called four regiments from Forth Missouri, and went 
with them to Cairo. It is evident lie had no intention of re-enforcing 
General Lyon, for the two regiments at Eolla, 125 miles only from Spring, - 
field, received no orders to march, and were not supplied with trans- 
portation, and 30 or 40 hired wagons, just returned from Springfield, 
were discharged at Eolla August 4, seven days before the battle, and 
returned to Saint Louis. 

After the news of the battle reached Saint Louis four other regiments 
were drawn from Pope in Forth Missouri and sent to Eolla. Better to 
have called in these troojis before the battle, as after the baffle the 
whole revolutionary elements were called forth. The six regiments 
accomplished nothing, and were not ordered to advance and cover the 
35 n R—yoL in 
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retreat of Lyon’s army, although it was supposed in Saint Louis that 
Price and McCulloch were following it, and that Hardee had moved up 
to cut oft' its retreat on the Gasconade. 

An advance of these regiments would have enabled the army to re- 
trace its steps and to heat the forces of Price and McCulloch so badly, 
that they would have been unable to follow our forces in their retreat. 
It is said that every officer iu Lyon’s army expected to meet ^re-enforce- 
ments, and to return with them, and drive Price and McCulloch from 
the southwest. 

General Hunter arrived at Saint Louis from Chicago, called thither 
on a suggestion from Washington, as an adviser. General Frdmont 
submitted to him, for consideration and advice, a paper called “Dis- 
position for retaking Springfield (See Exhibit Ho. 13, C). It sets out 
with a statement that Springfield is the strong strategical point of that 
wide elevation which separates the waters of the Osage from those of 
the Arkansas, the key to the whole of Southwestern Missouri, com- 
manding an area of nearly 60,000 miles. Why did not this enter the 
brain of the major-general before the fall of Lyon, and he strain every 
nerve to hold that important key when in his possession % 

General Hunter, in answer to the paper, replied, “Why march on 
Springfield, where there is no enemy and nothing to take. Let me 
take the troops and proceed to Lexington,” in which direction Price 
was marching, and where he expected to be joined by 40,000 rebels. 
Instead of this, he was sent to Holla, without instructions, and remained 
there until ordered to Jefferson City, still without instructions, and 
thence to Tipton, where we found him. 

Ho steps having been taken by General Frdmont to meet Price in 
the field, lie moved forward his line of march, plainly indicating his 
intention of proceeding to Lexington. When within some 35 miles of 
•the place he remained ten or more days, evidently expecting that some 
movement would be made against him. Hone being made, he advanced, 
and with his much superior force laid siege to Lexington, defended by 
Mulligan, with 2,700 men, September 12, and captured it the 21st, nine 
days thereafter. 

How for the facts to show that this catastrophe could have been pre- 
vented, and Price’s army destroyed before or after that disastrous 
affair. 

Before Price got to Lexington the forces to resist him were as fol- 
lows: Jefferson City, 5,500; at Rolla, 4,000; along the Hannibal and 
Saint Joseph Railroad, about 5,000; western line of Missouri, under 
Lane, down near Port Scott, 2,300; Mulligan’s force at Lexington, 
2,700; a large force in Illinois, along the Mississippi River, and on the 
Iowa line; outside of Saint Louis, some 17,000; in Saint Louis, 18,000, 
but say 10,000. 

Hunter’s plan, up to Sunday, September 22, was to concentrate from 
Saint Louis, Jefferson City, and Rolla, also from the Hannibal and 
Saint Joseph Railroad, 20,000 men, and -relieve Mulligan. He said 
that if Price was a soldier Lexington had then fallen, but he could 
with energy be captured, with all his baggage and plunder. The ob- 
jection that there was no transportation is idle. The railroads and river 
were at command, and the march from Sedalia was only 45 miles. The 
force could, General Hunter supposed, be thrown into Lexington by 
Thursday, as it appears, before it was taken. 

General Fremont ordered Sturgis, in Horth Missouri, to Lexington, 
and by crossing the river to re-enforce Mulligan. Sturgis had only 
1,100 men, and on reaching the river opposite the town found it com- 
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inanded by Price, and of course was compelled to fall back. Hunter’s 
plan of moving these troops was to strike the river at a point below 
Lexington in our control, cross, and march up to the place. In the 
interview with General Fr6mont the question was asked whether any 
orders had been given to re-enforce Mulligan, and the reply being in 
the negative, General Hunter suggested orders to Sturgis; and had the 
order then beeu given by telegraph he would have reached the river 
before Price had taken possession of the north bank and could have 
crossed. The order was not given until three days after the interview. 
This loss of time was fatal. 

Mulligan was ordered from Jefferson City, then garrisoned with 5,000 
troops, with only one regiment to hold Lexington until he could be 
relieved. When Lexington fell, Price had 20,000 men, his force receiv- 
ing daily augmentations from the disaffected in the State. He was 
permitted to gather much plunder and fall back towards Arkansas 
unmolested until we were at Tipton, the 13th October, when the ac- 
counts were that he was crossing the Osage. Fremont’s order of march 
was issued to an army of nearly 40,000, many of the regiments badly 
'equipped, with inadequate supplies of ammunition, clothing, and trans- 
portation. With what prospect, it must be inquired, can General 
Fremont, under such circumstances, expect to overtake a retreating 
army, some 100 miles ahead, with a deep river between ? 

General Hunter expressed to the Secretary of War his decided opin- 
ion that General Fremont was incompetent and unfit for his extensive 
and important command. This opinion he gave reluctantly, owing to 
his position as second in command. 

The opinion entertained by gentlemen who have approached and 
observed him is that he is more fond of the pomp than of the stern 
realities of war; that his mind is incapable of fixed attention or strong 
concentration ; that by his mismanagement of affairs since his arrival 
in Missouri the State has almost been lost, and that if he is continued 
in command, the worst results may be anticipated. This is the concur- 
rent testimony of a very large number of the most intelligent men in 
Missouri. 

Leaving Tipton on the 13th, we arrived at Saint Louis late in the 
evening, and on the 14th the Secretary of War directed me to issue 
the following instructions to General Fr6mont.* 

Instructions were previously given (October 12) to the Hon. James 
Craig to raise a regiment at Saint Joseph, Mo. 

We left Saint Louis October 14, and arrived at Indianapolis in the even- 
ing. Eemained at Indianapolis October 15, and conversed freely with 
Governor Morton. We found that the State of Indiana had come nobly 
up to the work of suppressing the rebellion. Fifty-five regiments, with 
several batteries of artillery, had been raised and equipped ; a larger 
number of troops in proportion to population than any other State had 
sent into the field. The best spirit prevailed, and it was manifest that 
additional troops could readily be raised. The governor had established 
an arsenal, and furnished all the Indiana troops with full supplies of 
ammunition, including fixed ammunition for their batteries of artillery. 
This arsenal was visited, and found to be in full operation. It was under 
the charge of a competent pyrotechnist. Quite a number of females 
were employed in making cartridges, and I venture to assert that the 
ammunition is equal to that which is manufactured anywhere else. 
Governor Morton stated that his fuuds for this purpose were exhausted, 
but the Secretary desired him to continue his operations, informing him 

* Soo Thomas to Fremont, October 14, p. 532. 
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tint, the Government would pay for wliat had been furnished to the troops 
in the field It is suggested that an officer of ordnance be sent to Indian- 
anolfs to inspect the arsenal and ascertain the amount expended in the 
manufacture P of ammunition, with a view to reimbursing the State. . 

Left Indianapolis October 10 for Louisville, Ky., where we arrived 
2 SO o’clock p. m., and had an interview with General Sherman, , com- 
manding the Department of the Cumberland. He gave a gloomy picture 
nf affairs in Kentucky, stating that the young men were generally seces- 
sionists and had joined the Confederates, while the Union men, the ngei 
and conservatives, would not enroll themselves to engage m conflict 
with their relations on the other side. But few regiments could he 
raised. He said that Buckner was in advance of Green Biver, with a 
heavv force, on the road to Louisville, and an attack might be daily 
expected, which, with his then force, he would not be able to resist, bu 
that he would fight them. He as well as citizens of the State said that 
the border States of Kentucky must furnish the troops to drive the 
rebels from the State. His force then consisted of 10,000 troops, _ m 
advance of Louisville, in camp at Nolin Biver, and on the Louisville 
and Nashville Bailroad at various points; at Camp Dick Bobmson, or 
actin 0- in conjunction with General Thomas, 9,000 ; and two regiments 
at Henderson, on the Ohio, at the mouth of Green Biver. (See paper 
No 14) D On being asked the question what force he deemed neces- 
sary lie promptly replied 200,000 men. This conversation occurred in 
the presence of Mr. Guthrie, and General Wood. The Secretary replied 
that lie supposed that the Kentuckians would not in any number take 
up arms to operate against the rebels, but he thought General Sherman 
overestimated the number and power of the rebel forces; that the Gov- 
ernment would furnish troops to Kentucky to accomplish the work; 
that he (the Secretary) was tired of this defensive war, and that the 
troops must assume the offensive and carry the war to the fire-sicles of 
the enemy; that the season for operations in Western Virginia, was 
about over, and that he would take the troops from there and send them 
to Kentucky; but he begged of General Sherman to assume the offen- 
sive and to keep the rebels hereafter on the defensive. The Secretary 
desired that the Cumberland Ford and Gap should be seized, and the 
Fast Tennessee and Virginia Bailroad taken possession of, and the 


artery that supplied the rebellion cut. 

Complaint was made of the want of arms, and on the question Being 
asked, “Wliat became of the arms we sent to Kentucky?” we were 
’informed by General Sherman that they had passed into the hands of 
the Home Guards, and could not be recovered ; that many were already 
in tlie hands of the rebels, and others refused to surrender those i'u 
their possession, alleging the desire to use them in _ defense of* theii 
individual homes if invaded. In the hands of individuals and scat- 
tered over the State these arms are lost to the army in Kentucky, 
Having ascertained that 6,200 arms had arrived from Europe at, 
delphia, 3,000 were ordered to Governor Morton, who promised to 
place them immediately in the hands of troops for Kentucky ; tlie re- 
maining 3,200 were sent to General Sherman at Louisville. Begley 
brigade, at Pittsburgh, 2,800 strong, two companies of the Nineteenth 
Infantry from Indianapolis, the Eighth Wisconsin, at Saint Xjouig 
the Second Begiment of Minnesota Volunteers, at Pittsburgh, ai U l two 
regiments from Wisconsin were then ordered to Kentucky, making j D 
all a re-enforcement of about 10,000 men. 

We left Louisville at 3 o’clock p. m. for Lexington, accompany , 
General Sherman and Mr. Guthrie, remained there a few hoiir s? a]] J 
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proceeded to Cincinnati ; arriving at 8 o’clock p. m. At Lexington also 
yo found that tlie opinion existed that the young men of Kentucky liad 
joined the rebels ; that uo large bodies of troops could be raised in 
Kentucky, and that the defense of the State must necessarily devolve 
upon the free States of the West and Northwest. 

Having accomplished the object of our visit to the West, we left Cin- 
cinnati on the 18th and reached Washington on the 21st, having spent 
the 19th and 20th at Harrisburg. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 

Hon. Simon Cameron, /Secretary of War. 

[Inclosure A.] 

Quartermaster’s Office, 
Saint Louis , Mo., October 11, 1861. 

General : I take the occasion of the presence of the honorable Sec- 
retary of War and yourself to make certain inquiries. 

Is it competent for every member of the staff of Maj. Gen. John 0. 
Frdmont to issue orders in the name of the general, directed to me, and 
involving an expenditure of money H 

Am I bound to recognize any other signature than that of Captain 
McKee ver, the regularly-constituted assistant adjutant-general of the 
Western Department 1 ? 

I desire to be instructed whether the simple approval of an account 
by the commanding general carries with it the weight of an order. 

There are heavy accounts, involving hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
that have come under my observation, which are approved by Maj. Gen. 
John C. Frdmont, but in direct terms are not ordered. It is doubtless 
the intention of tlie general to order the payment. But as I understand 
the Army Regulations and the laws of Congress, an approval is not an 
order, if I am mistaken in this, I desire to be corrected. 

Great latitude is taken in verbal orders. And the general being in 
the field, I cannot stop to question the authenticity of these orders, and 
feel it to be my duty to see them executed, although I have not the 
authority on paper necessary to carry these expenditures through the 
Treasury. 

Accounts involving hundreds of thousands of dollars have been pre- 
sented to me within the few days I- have been here, informal, irregular, 
and not authorized by law or regulations. 

No quartermaster who understands his duty can pay this class of ac- 
counts without involving himself in irretrievable ruin. I do not mean 
to say that these accounts are not just or should not be paid ; but as 
they are outside of the regulations — in other words, extraordinary — they 
can be adjusted only by extraordinary authority. 

Some three days ago I telegraphed the Quartermaster-General, M. C. 
Meigs, a message; and I give you an extract from memory : “ If the reck- 
less expenditures in this department are not arrested by a stronger arm 
than mine, the Quartermaster’s Dejiartment will be wrecked in Missouri 
alone.” 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBT. ALLEN, 

Major and Quartermaster. 

General L. Thomas, Adjutant- General JJ. S. Army. 
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[Inolosures B.] .. 

Jefferson City, Mo., October 11, 1801. 

General: In June, 1855, 1 left Saint Louis with seven steamboats, 
with stores and troops for the Upper Missouri River. I remained there 
on duty until 1857. I joined General Johnston and went to Utah. I 
returned from Utah last winter, on the first and only leave of absence I 
have had in twelve years. While on my way to Washington, in April, 

I stopped at Harrisburg ; and, at the request of Governor Our tin, 1^ re- 
mained there to assist in organizing the troops there assembling mto 
camps and to put their commissariat into order. From there I was on 
duty constantly, day and night, at various posts— York, Oockeysville, 
Baltimore, Perryville, and Annapolis. Finally, about the 20th of J lily, 

I was ordered to report to General Fremont. I did so at Few York. I 
was ordered on duty at Saint Louis, where I resumed similar labors to 
those I had been at in the East, and have been on my feet night and 
day since. A few days ago 1 received orders to report at this place for 

duty in the Held. . _ , . . 

I left all my public accounts open, m an incomplete and exposed con- 
dition on my office table in Saint Louis, besides a vast deal of property 
not turned over. My health is so broken down that J am not able Ion ger 
to stand up. I desire, as an act of simple justice to me, I be allowed to 
resume the leave of absence I surrendered in A_piil (it would bavo ex- 
pired 15th June), or else that I be ordered permanently to a post where 
I can get some rest, and be able to make up and forward to the Treasury 
Department my public accounts. 

Your early reply to this is respectfully requested. 

EeS1,e0tf " Uy ’ P. T. TURKEY, 

Assistant Quartermaster. 

General L. Thomas, Adjutant- General United States. 

Rote.— My unsettled and unadjusted accounts will reach over one 
million and a half dollars. 


Jefferson City, October 13, 1861. 

General: On the 25th September ultimo I opened the bids, in my 
office at Saint Louis, made under General Meigs’ advertisement for 
furnishing grain and hay. I made contracts in accordance therewith, 
and gave a notice to contractors of the amount I supposed would be 
required weekly. A day or two after, another party (a Mr. Baird or 
Baird & Palmer) in Saint Louis iuformed me they had received an order 
(per telegraph) from Colonel Woods or General McKinstry, then at Jef- 
ferson City with headquarters, to forward as fast as possible to J oft er- 
gon City 100,000 bushels of oats and a like or corresponding amount of 
hay. The contractors under advertisement objected to this order, be- 
cause they said Baird got 33 cents for grain and $19 per ton for hay, 
while contractors got 28 cents for corn, 30 cents for oats, and $17.95 per 
ton for hay. I then told contractors they need not send any forage up 
the. river: or, if they did, they would be paid the same as Baird was. 

About 29th or 30th September, after the headquarters Western De- 
partment had left Saint Louis (I being left there highest in rank io my 
department, but no orders or instructions except the single remark of 
General Fremont, that he wished no delay or obstacle whatever in the 
forwarding of supplies, &c.), I was daily and almost hourly called upon 
by different persons and asked to have their mules inspected. All 


t, 
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stated they were turning in mules on Mr. Haskell’s account. I called 
for the contract or order under which Haskell furnished them, but never 
received any until I received a line from General McKinstry, quarter- 
master, stating that General Fremont desired me to inspect and receive 
Mr. Haskell’s mules as rapidly as possible. I received mules from Mr. 
Haskell only as they were required to ship off for field service. I re- 
ceived some from other parties in like manner. 

I have good grounds for believing that in not receiving all Mr. Has- 
kell’s mules I gave much offense to him and to his friends. But I be- 
lieved then, and I do yet, that my action was for the best interest of 
the Government. 


Respectfully, 

» 

General L. Thomas, 


P. T. TURNLEY, 
Assistant Quartermaster, 
Adjutant-General United States. 


[Inclosure C.] 

Disposition for retailing Springfield. 


Springfield, the strategical point of that wide elevation which sepa- 
rates the waters of the Osage from those of the Arkansas River, is the 
key to the whole southwestern part of Missouri, commanding an area of 
nearly 00,000 square miles. 

Around it is clustered a true and loyal population, large numbers 
of whom, driven from their homes and fire-sides, and burning with a 
desire to revenge their sufferings and recapture their homesteads, are 
eagerly awaiting the opportunity to join an advancing army. 

Not only, therefore, military strategy, but a wise and humane policy, 
demands the reoccupation of that place. 

To effect this in the shortest and speediest way, a combined movement 
of our troops should be made from Eolla and Jefferson City. 

The column from the latter place, moving first, will cross, after two 
days’ marching, the Osage River at Tuscumbia. To prevent delay in 
crossing, anchors, ropes, pulleys, and other portable necessaries for the 
construction of raft bridges should be taken along from Jefferson City. 

Upon an appointed day after the passage of the river has been accom- 
plished, the column from Eolla will commence its march, and that place 
and Tuscumbia being each about 100 miles from Springfield, in six days 
the two forces will be able to unite at their destination. 

As the lines of march converge upon their approach to Springfield, it 
will be practicable at Lebanon and Cross Plains (10 miles north of 
Buffalo) to open communication between the columns. Strong scouting 
parties will best effect this object, and each body will thus support and 
assist the other. 

The Cole County Home Guards should occupy Tuscumbia. After the 
column from Jefferson City has passed that place, a reserve should be 
left at Linn Creek to cover the rear provision train, while Warsaw, the 
most important point on the Osage, should be immediately occupied by 
the Home Guards of Johnson, Pettis, and Benton County, re-enforced 
by a volunteer regiment and two pieces of artillery. 

Eolla, Waynesville, and Lebanon can be occupied upon the withdrawal 
of the other troops by regiments of the United States Reserve Corps 
from Saint Louis, while Jefferson City can be placed in charge of an 
adequate force of General Sigel’s brigade, now under reorganization. 

To co-operate with this combined movement, General Lane will be 
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directed to march from Port Scott, in Kansas, to Springfield, by way of 
Timnn.r and Greenfield, re-enforced, if possible. , 

L S successful execution of this plan puts us in possession of the en- 
tire sonStern ^portion of this State, forces the enemy to retire mto 
Arkansas, and. enables us, immediately after the concentration at Spring 

through which our troops are 

"er clothing for Ihe men, and the .sod expert 

ence of the past warns us to make every necessary preparation to meet 
their wants. 

[Inclosure D.] 

In camp at Nolin Biver and on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad at 
1 various points. 

Sixth Indiana, Colonel Crittenden, Holin Elver. 

Twenty-ninth Indiana, Colonel Miller, Holm River. 

Thirtieth Indiana, Colonel Bass, Eolin River. 

Thirty-eighth Indiana, Colonel Scribner, Rolm River. 

Thirty-ninth Indiana, Colonel Harrison, Holm River. 

Thirty-second Indiana, Colonel Willich, New Haven. 

Tenth Indiana, Colonel Manson, Bardstown. 

Nineteenth Illinois, Colonel Turchm, Lebanon Junction. 
Twenty-fourth Illinois, Colonel Heeker, Colesburg. 

Thirty-fourth Illinois, Colonel Kirk, Nolin River. 

Fifteenth Ohio, Colonel Dickey, Holm River. 

Forty-ninth Ohio, Colonel Gibson, Holm River. 

Third Kentucky, Colonel Rousseau, Holin River. 

Fourth Kentucky (cavalry), Colonel Board, Holm River. 

Stone’s Kentucky light battery, four pieces, Holm River. 

Cotter’s (Ohio) six rifled pieces will be in camp m two or three days 

at Holin River. 

At Gamp Lielc Robinson, or acting in conjunction with General Thomas 1 

command. 

Two Tennessee regiments, nearly full and nearly ready for service. 
Four Kentucky regiments, in same condition as Tennessee regiments j 

one regiment cavalry. , ... 

Fourteenth Ohio, Colonel Steedman, Hicholasville. 

Seventeenth Ohio, Colonel Connell, Hicholasville. _ 

Thirty-third Indiana, Colonel Coburn, Camp Dick Robinson. 
Thirty-eighth and Thirty-fifth Ohio, Camp Dick Robinson. 

Three batteries of artillery, Ohio. . 

Four Ohio regiments on line of Covington and Lexington Railroad, 

acting with General Thomas. ■ 

Thirty-first Indiana, Colonel Graft, Owensborough. 

Also three or four Kentucky regiments at Owensborough, under 
General Crittenden, not full nor ready for the field, but probably 1,500 
men could turn out under arms. 
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Camp Benton, Mo., October 22, 1861. 
Oapt. Chaunoey McKeever, Assistant Adjutant-General ; 

1 have very reliable intelligence of Thompson’s movements since the ■ 
burning of the bridge, his force, his arms, including several cannon 
poorly mounted, and have also information that the troops from Pilot 
Knob have moved towards each other and probably scattered. His 
several bridges are unguarded ; others and the Knob are guarded by 
force I sent down by General Fremont’s orders. If Colonel Carlin has 
moved forward, as he proposed doing yesterday, before these are with- 
drawn, they must be promptly received. I have telegraphed for further 
reports of the whereabouts of the forces sent down, &c. 

SAML. B. CURTIS, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Washing-ton, October 24, 1861. 

Biig. Gen. S. R. Curtis : 

Bear Sir : On receipt of this, with the accompanying inclosures, you 
will take safe, certain, and suitable measures to have the inclosure' ad- 
dressed to Major-General Fremont* delivered to him with all reasona- 
ble dispatch, subject to these conditions only, that if, when General 
Fr6mont shall be reached by the messenger — yourself or any one sent 
by you— he shall then have, in personal command, fought and won a 
battle, or shall then be actually in a battle, or shall then be in the im- 
mediate presence of the enemy in expectation of a battle, it is not to be 
delivered, but held for further orders. After, and not till after, the de- 
livery to General Frdmont, let the inclosure* addressed to General Hun- 
ter be delivered to him. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. LIBCOLB. 


General Orders, > Headquarters oe the Army, 

Bo. 18. ) Washington, October 24, 1861. 

Major-General Frdmont, of the U. S. Army, the present commander 
of the Western Department of the same, will, on the receipt of this 
order, call Major-General Hunter, of the H. S. Volunteers, to relieve 
him temporarily in that command, when he (Major-General Fremont) 
will report to General Headquarters, by letter, for further orders. < 

WIB FIELD SCOTT. 

By command : 


E. D. TOWBSEBD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Washington, October 24, 1861. 

To the Commander of the Department of the West:! 

Sir : The command of the Department of the West having devolved 
upon you, I propose to offer you a few suggestions. Kn owing how haz- 
ardous it is to bind down a distant commander in the field to specific 
lines and operations, as so much always depends on a knowledge of 

* No in closures found -with this letter. The references are probably to the general 
order and letter of same date immediately following. 

t Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. Volunteers. 
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localities and passing events, it is intended, therefore, to leave a con- 
siderable margin for the exercise of your judgment and discretion. 

The main rebel army (Price’s) west of the Mississippi is believed to 
have passed Dade County in full retreat upon Northwestern Arkansas, 
leaving Missouri almost freed from the enemy, excepting in the south- 
east of the State. Assuming this basis of fact, it seems desirable, as you 
are not likely to overtake Price, and are in danger of making too long 
a line from your own base of supplies and re-enforcements, that you 
should give up the pursuit, halt your main army, divide it into two corps 
of observation, one occupying Sedalia and the other Eolla, the present 
termini of railroad ; then recruit the condition • of both corps by re- 
establishing and improving their discipline and instructions, perfecting 
their clothing and equipments, and providing less uncomfortable quar- 
ters. Of courseboth railroads must be guarded and kept open, j udiciotisly 
employing just so much force as is necessary for this. Prom these two 
points, Sedalia and Eolla, and especially in judicious co-operation with 
Lane on the Kansas border, it would be so easy to concentrate and rei>el 
any army of the enemy returning on Missouri from the southwest, that 
it is not probable any such attempt to return will be made before or 
during the approaching cold weather. Before spring the people of 
Missouri will probably be in no favorable mood to renew for next year 
the troubles which have so much afflicted and impoverished them dur- 
ing this. If you adopt tins line of policy, and if, as I anticipate, you 
will see no enemy in great force approaching, yon will have a surplus 
of force, which you can withdraw from these points and direct to others, 
as may be needed, the railroads furnishing ready means of re-enforcing 
their main points, if occasion requires. Doubtless local uprisings will 
for a time continue to occur, but these can be met by detachments and 
local forces of our own, and will ere long tire out of themselves. 

While, as stated in the beginning of the letter, a large discretion must 
be and is left with yourself, I feel sure that an indefinite pursuit of Price 
or an attempt by this long and circuitous route to reach Memphis will 
he exhaustive beyond endurance, and will end in the loss of the whole 
force engaged in it. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. LINCOLN. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

In the Field, Gamp near Gornersville , October 24, 1SG1. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. Lane, Commanding Kansas Volunteers : 

General: In reply to your application this day received, I am 
directed by the general commanding to say that although your march 
to Montevallo would be beyond the line he has desired you to follow 
m co-operation with the movements of the main army, he assents to 
your wishes in order that you may dispose of the stores destined for 
-bort Lincoln, provided you keep him daily informed of your position 
and of what is transpiring near yon, and that you join him on the 
parallel of Springfield, and also that you expedite your march so as 
to accomplish that junction without difficulty. 

* * * # * * ' # 

Yery respectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Colonel , and A. A. A. G . 


Ciiap. X.j CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — UNION. 555 

Camp near Cornersville, 

... . _ October 24, 1861. 

Acting Major-General Asboth, 

Commanding Fourth Division , Chief of Staff: 

General : We are encamped at tlie Little Walloco Creek, near Cor- 
nersville, and will stay here, to-day (the 24th), unless otherwise directed. 
Ike road from Pornme de Terre Bridge to Quincy is rough, hut generally 
pretty good. That from Quincy to Cornersville, excellent. Half a mile 
south ot Quincy, on the right of the road, a division can encamp, but 
the water is rather scarce on that place. 

The encampment here is very good, as the creek furnishes plenty of 
water, and as there is no want of forage. 

If I receive no further orders, I will advance on the 25th towards 
Bolivar, and send messengers to Buffalo and Lebanon to see what can 
be done in this direction and report to you. 

If you should deem it necessary, I shall proceed towards Bolivar to- 
morrow afternoon or night. 

The enemy has left Greenfield, and is on his march to Neosho. A 
party of the command of General Lane has taken possession of How- 
ard’s Mill, opposite the mouth of Brush Creek. 

The three cavalry companies ordered to follow me to-day and to form 
the rear guard until we had arrived here have not come up yet. It is a 
great pity that these troops know so little about what they have to do. 
Will you please send them after me f I must have them especially now. 

I am, general, your obedient servant, 

F. SIGEL, 

Acting Major-General , Third Division. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Division, 

No. 5. / - Fear Warsaw, October 24, 1861. 

This division will move on Friday, the 25th instant, to Hogle’s Creek. 
The First Brigade will march at 8 o’clock. The Second Brigade will 
march at 9 o’clock. Colonels of regiments will march opposite the rear 
of their regiments until they have crossed the Osage Bridge, to prevent 
any one from straggling from the ranks. 

The commander of the rear guard will arrest all stragglers belonging 
to the command, and keep them in confinement until he has reported the 
facts to the commander of the brigade and received his orders in the case. 

By order of General Pope : 

SPEED BUTLER, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Washington, October 24, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. S. R. Curtis: 

My Dear Sir : Herewith is a document — half letter, half order — 
which, wishing you to see , but not to make public, I send unsealed. 
Please read it, and then inclose it to the officer who may be in 
command of the Department of the West at the time it reaches him. I 
caunot now know whether Fremont or Hunter will then be in com- 
mand.* 

Yours, truly, 

A. LINCOLN. 

# No inclosure found, but see Lincoln to commander of Department of the Wests 
October 24, p. 553. 
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Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., October 25, 1801. 

Capt. ChAUNCEY MoKeeyer, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

I have tlie honor to report my return to this command last evening. 
Yon have no doubt received the report of General MeOlernand as to tlio 
result of the flag of truce sent to Columbus (luring my absence. I have 
nothin 0, new to add. My mission to Springfield was only partially suc- 
cessful 1 The governor has neither artillery nor small-arms at liis dis- 
posal at present, but if my command (or this command) is not supplied 
when he does receive them, one company will be equipped with a bat- 
tery of James’ rifled cannon. This cannot be done before the last ol 
November. I think I will send the Second Iowa Regiment to Saint 
Louis immediately after muster, and hope you will replace them with 
all the troops disposable. 

U • • vX ±t -W JL 

Briaadier- General. 


Cairo, III., October 25, 1801. 

General C. F. Smith, Commanding Paducah, Ky. : 

I am just informed by Mr. Casey, of Caseyville, Ky., a strong, uncon- 
ditional Union man, that a regiment of cavalry is organizing at Prince- 
ton, Ky., for the Southern Confederacy. At last accounts they had 
about 500 men, well mounted, but not yet armed further than they have 
succeeded in pressing arms from the community around. 

Princeton is 12 miles east from Eddyville, on the Cumberland River. 
The two places are connected by a good macadamized road. Mr. Casey 
says that the cavalry sent from Paducah by steamers, leaving there at 
dark, would reach Eddyville by about 12 o’clock at night, and of course 
make the balance of the march in from two to two and a half hours. I 
report this to you, so that you may, if you deem it prudent, take steps 
to secure these fellows. It has been one week since Mr. Casey has 
heard from these troops, but lie does not doubt but they are still there. 

U. IS. GRANT, ■ 
Brigadier- General, Comm anding. 


Cairo, III., October 27, 1861. 
Capt. Chauncey McKeever, Saint Louis, Mo. : 

The health of the Second Iowa Regiment is such that I have thought 
it both prudent and humane to send them to Saint Louis to recruit 
their health. Colonel Tuttle, the commander, is desirous of returning 
to this place as soon as it will be prudent to do so, and I have directed 
him to report to department headquarters when lie thinks the health 
of his regiment sufficiently recovered. As the district is but weakly 
garrisoned, I would respectfully request that a regiment be sent here 
to replace the Second Iowa, and all the troops you can send will he 
gladly received. 

Such drafts have been made upon the force at Columbus lately for 
the Green River country and possibly other parts of Kentucky, that if 
General Smith’s and my command were prepared it might now betaken. 
I am not prepared, however, for a forward movement. My cavalry are 
not armed nor my artillery equipped ; the infantry is not well armed, 
and transportation is entirely inadequate to any forward movement. 
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I shall make this evening a requisition on the quartermaster in Saint 
Louis for 8,000 bed-sacks. They are highly essential for the comfort 
and health of the men, and I hope the commander of the department 
will order their immediate delivery. 

TJ. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Springfield, Mo., October 30, 1861—1 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. A., 

Commanding First Division , en route : 

General : I am directed by the commanding general to inform you 
that he has received information that the rebel army is marching directly 
on this place. He therefore orders that you march immediately to join 
him at this place with your command, and that it will require your 
utmost exertions to reach him in time to aid with your troops. 

Yery respectfully, 

J. H. BATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Same to Generals Pope, McKinstry, Sturgis, and Lane.] 


Springfield, Mo., October 30, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. B. Hunter, TJ. S. A., 

Commanding Division TJ. JS. Forces , en route : 

General : I am directed by the general commanding to request you 
to notify him by return express of your present position and what place 
you are likely to reach with your division, say two days from your 
present camp. The general is waiting for the divisions to come up to 
attack tlie enemy, and desires to hear from you daily, supposing that 
each day you change your position, that he may know at what time he 
can depend upon the concentration of his whole force. 

If 'Colonel Webb is near you, General Fremont desires you to order 
him forward immediately. 

Respectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Rolla, Mo., October 30, 1861. 
Capt. ChaunOEY MoKeeyer, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain : A messenger came in last night from General Fremont. 
Left Bolivar Monday night; Hunter was at Bolivar and General Fre- 
mont at Springfield. Price reported at Cowskin Prairie. Passed a 
large number of deserters from Price’s army between here and Leba- 
non. Colonel Freeman is camped 17 miles north of Houston. Snubbs 
has joined him, making his force 800. His pickets are 20 miles north of 
Little Piney. They are using every exertion to recruit in Texas, Doug- 
las, Wright, and adjoining counties, and with considerable success. 
This is reliable, by word brought in by my own scouts, and corroborated 
by all who come from that section of the country. 

Freeman’s men are mounted and armed with shot-guns and rifles. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. M. DODGE, 
Colonel , Commanding Post, 
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Springeield, Mo.,- October 31, 18G1. 


Mai. Gen. D. Hunter, IT. S. A., 

Commanding First Division , Z7. S. Troops, en route : 

General: Since forwarding the dispatch of last night, duplicate of 
which is herewith sent, the general commanding has received more 
positive information of the movements of the rebel army, wlncli is now, 
or soon will he, hut a day’s march from this place. You will therefore 
see the imperative necessity of moving with the greatest celerity, even 
if your command has to live on beef alone. 

Please acknowledge receipt instantly . 

Yery respectfully, J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

' [Same to Generals Pope, McKinstry, Sturgis, and Lane.] 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Saint Louis , Mo ., October 31, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. B. M. Prentiss, Commanding dec., Jefferson City , Mo. : 

Sir: The major-general commanding directs me to say that you will 
proceed to organize and prepare for the field the four regiments of your old 
brigade, now" at Cairo or in that vicinity. The necessary orders will be 
given to move these regiments to this city or Jefferson City whenever 
Captain McKeever, assistant adjutant-general, is officially informed that 
these four regiments can he relieved by four new regiments. The regi- 
ments of your former brigade at Paducah cannot be relieved at present. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servent, 

WILLIAM MoMICHAEL, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Abstract from the tri-monthly report of the District of Southeast Missouri, commanded by 
Brig. Gen. U. S. Grant , U. S. Army. 


OCTOBER 31, 1801. 


Commanding officer. 

Troops. 

Present for duty. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery, 

■ 

g 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Brig. Gen. MoClernand.. 

Col. R. J. Oglesby 

Col. W.H.H Wallace.... 
Col. John Cook 

Eirst Brigade (Cairo and Mound 
City). 

Second Brigade (Bird’s Point, Mo.) . 
Third Brigade (Bird’s Point, Mo.). 
Fourth. Brigade (Fort Holt, Ky.).. 
Fifth Brigade (Cape Girardeau, Mo.) 


3,028 

1, 910 
508 
1,183 
1, 991 

3! | 

C87 



15 

248 


180 

77 



Col. J. B. Plummer 

m 

257 

Total 



419 

9,220 

42 

950 

25 

505 




Grand aggregate, 11,161. 
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Springfield, Mo., November 1 , 1861. 
Maj. Gen. Joi-in Pope, Commanding Second Division , en route: 

General : I am directed "by the general commanding to inform you 
that lie has sent duplicate dispatches to you, urging your moving for- 
"vv aid with the greatest alacrity to join the advanced corps at this place. 
Ihis communication has been sent to you in the uncertainty of the others 
having reached you, and to report that it is imperatively necessary that 
jou should come here by forced marches. Mr. Julian, who bears this 
to you, a well-informed and reliable guide, is directed to move with and 
guide you. 

Yery respectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant - General. 


Headquarters Springfield, Mo., 

November 2, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. JD. Hunter, U. S. A., en route : 

General: I am directed by Major-General Fremont to inform you 
that the advance guard of the enemy will be at Wilson’s Creek to-night. 
The Union men are flocking in here for protection, and lie urges you 
to hurry forward your division with all possible celerity, and to push 
on yourself in person to assume the command. 

Eespectfully, 

J. H. EATON. 


* Springfield, Mo., November 2, 1861. 
Acting Maj. Gen. John Pope, U. S. A., 

, Commanding Second Division U. S. Forces , en route : 

General: Your dispatch of this day en route is received. General 
Fremont directs me to say, that having been relieved from the command 
of the Western Department, and having relinquished command in 
orders in the hands of Major-General Hunter, when you reach here the 
control of the public service at this point will fall upon you ; you should 
therefore, he says, push on to reach here with all dispatch. 

Eespectfully, 

‘ . J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


General Orders, | Hdqrs. Western Department, 

No. 28. j Springfield , ilfo., November 2, 1861. 

In compliance with. General Orders, No. 18, from the Headquarters 
ox the Army, this day received, the undersigned hereby relinquishes 
command of the Western Department and of this Army in the field into 
the hands of Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. Volunteers. 

J. 0. FElDMONT, 

Major- General , U. S. Army. 
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Headquarters Western Department, 

. , Springfield, Mo ., November 2 , 1801 . 

Soldiers of the Mississippi Army : 

A oreeablv to orders this day received I take leave of you. Although 
nnfSSv has been of sudden growth, we have grown up together, and 
T have become familiar with the brave and generous spirit which you 

bri no- to the defense of your country, and which makes me anticipate 

to vou a brilliant career. Continue as you have begun and give to 
mv successor the same cordial and enthusiastic support with which you 
have encouraged me. Emulate the splendid example which you have 
already before you, and let me remain, as I am, proud ot the noble aimy 

which I had thus tar labored to bring together. 

Soldiers, I regret to leave you. Most sincerely I thank you foi the 
regard and confidence you have invariably shown to me. I deeply 
regret that I shall not have the honor to lead you to the victory which 
you are iust about to win, but I shall claim to share with you m the joy 
of every triumph, and trust always to be fraternally remembered by my 

compamons m arms. j 0> pp^MONT, 

Major- General, U. 8. Army . 


Headquarters of the Army, 

November G, 1861. 


Brig. Gen. S. E. Curtis : 

The General-in-Chief directs that you take at once the control of 
affairs in and around Saint Louis. Look to the safety of the arsenal. 
Take charge of the telegraph station. Act promptly under these 
orders till you receive instructions from General Hunter. Hep or t fre- 


quently. 


E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Division, 

Ho. 10. f Springfield , November 0, 1861. 

The general commanding the division gladly avails himself of the op- 
portunity to express to the officers and men of the Thirty-seventh Illinois 
Begiment his high appreciation of their prompt and soldierly response 
to the order for a forced march upon this place. Although they liad been 
many days on the march, and were suffering fatigue and exposure, at 
the first call to face the enemy they forgot all their weariness, and for 
two successive days pushed forward to the scene of the expected action 
with a rapidity unusual amongst the oldest troops, and with an enthu- 
siasm which promised that they would play a brilliant part in the enga ge- 
ment. Much as the general commanding the division regrets that their 
forced marches were unnecessary, he desires to assure the officers and 
men of the regiment that their soldierly conduct is not unmarked, and 
that he feels renewed confidence that when the time for action does come 
they will play their part as becomes the State which sent them to the 
field. 

By order of General Pope. 
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Two Miles South from Warsaw, Mo., 

November 6, 18G1 — 2 p. m. 


Maj. Gen, George B. McClellan, 

Commander 4n- Chief, Washington , D. C. : 


Tonr dispatch of November 2 meets me on the road at this place on 
m,y way to Saint Louis. On the 2d instant I received at Springfield, at 
10 o’clock a. m., the order of Lieutenant-General Scott, dated October 
24, relieving me of my command, and directing me to turn over the de- 
partment to General Hunter. On the same day I published my general 
orders to this effect, and on the night of the following day was relieved 
by General Hunter in person, who is now in command of the depart- 
ment. 


J. C. frBmont, 

Major-General U. S. Army. 


Springfield, Mo., November 3 [?], 

.(via Bolla, November 7, 1861.) 

Adjutant-General U. S. Army : 

I take command of the department to-day. General Fremont left for 
the East this morning. I do not think the enemy is in force in our 
neighborhood. I will telegraph you daily. 

D. HUNTER, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Springfield, Mo., November 7, 1861. 

Brigadier-General Thomas, 

Adjutant- General TJ. S. Army, Washington , 1). C. : 

< General : Inclosed you will find copies of certain negotiations car- 
ried on between Maj. Gen. J. C. Fremont, of the first part, and Maj. 
Gen. Sterling Price, of the second, having for objects, first, to make ar- 
rangements for the exchange of prisoners ; second, to prevent arrests 
or forcible interference in future “ for the mere entertainment or expres- 
sion of political opinions ” ; third, to insure that ‘‘the war now progress- 
ing shall be confined exclusively to armies in the field”; and, fourth, the 
immediate disbandment of “all bodies of armed men acting without the 
authority or recognition of the major-generals named and not legiti- 
mately connected with the armies in the field.” 

You will also find inclosed [D] a copy of my letter of this date, 
dispatched under a flag of truce to General Price, stating that “ I can in 
no manner recognize the agreement aforesaid or any of its provisions, 
whether implied or direct, and that I can neither issue nor allow to be 
issued the ‘joint proclamation 7 purporting to have been signed by Gen- 
erals Price and Fremont on the 1st day of November, A. D. 1861.” 

It would be, in my judgment, impolitic in the highest degree to have 
ratified General Fremont’s negotiations, for the following, amongst many 
other, obvious reasons : The second stipulation, if acceded to, would 
render the enforcement of martial law in Missouri, or in any part of it, 
impossible, and would give absolute liberty to the propagandists of trea- 
son throughout the length and breadth of the State; the third stipula- 
tion, confining operations exclusively “to armies in the field,” would 
practically annul the confiscation act passed during the last session of 
Congress, and would furnish perfect immunity to those disbanded sol- 
36 R R — VOL .III 
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fliers of Price’s commas . 'SgtSSlS 

with the intention and imfler. pM=« e t Wfourth stipulation would Wot 

ever called upon 5 f th Missouri Home Guard, who have 

ont of existence the ^^^^^SngreBa, and who, it would 

legitimately connected with the armies m 

th TheS are many more objections quite as powerful and obvious which 

hiference^to be drawn that citizens of the United States, the loyal and 
true men of Missouri, are not included within its benefits. In fact, toe 
agreement would seem to me, if ratified, a concession of all the principles 
for which the rebel leaders are contending, and a practical 
for use in other and more immediately important localities, of all 111 
forces now kept employed in this portion of the State. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most obedient 

servant ’ D. HUNTER, 

Major- General , Commanding. 

[InclosTire A.] 

Headquarters Western Department, 

Springfield, Mo October 30, 18(51. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commanding Missouri Volunteers : 

Sir : I am instructed by Major-General Premont to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, through Adjutant-General 
Little, including your approval of the plan of exchange of prisoners, as 
submitted to Major Morton and others. _ 

The list, as submitted herewith, the pledge of Colonel. Mulligan, as 
also the approval of General Premont, and the names, have been sent to 
Saint Louis, to be carried into effect. I am directed by the general to 
say that he accepts your qiroposition for empowering Major Williams and 
Mr. Barclay to arrange terms of release of citizens arrested and now 
confined or released on parole and for future exchanges of jmsoners, <Scc. 
At this moment he has not time, before your agent, Colonel Hardee, 
shall leave, to fully agree upon the plan, nor for that of mitigating the 
evils of war in respect to all citizens who shall quietly devote themselves 
to their proper avocations. 

He now, as heretofore expressed, repeats his desire of avoiding the 
character of warfare to which you allude, and will agree to take in no 
more Home Guards, so called, but only such as are of the character of 
regular troops, enlisted for the war, and who will be subject to orders, 
and can be restrained from all marauding. These matters will be further 
entertained when the gentlemen you have named shall have completed 
their present business in Saint Louis. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ ■ J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Qenenal. 


CtTAi-, X.i CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 563 

[Tnclosura B.J 

Springfield, Mo., November 2, 1861 . 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard: 

General : In reference to my letter addressed to you on the 20th 
ultimo, and in furtherance of the suggestion and proposition intended 
to institute a plan for suppressing the irregular and reprehensible 
character of warfare now prevalent in this State, I am directed by 
Major-General Fremont to submit the accompanying memorandum 
proclamation to your attention. 

Major-General Fremont instructs me to say that he is ready to affix 
his signature to this as it stands, and to enter to the best of his author- 
ity and ability upon the obligation which it imposes. Should you also 
assent, please convey such information to these headquarters as will 
enable General Fremont to interchange with you the assumption of 
this agreement and of the obligations. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

• [Subinclosure.] 

Whereas Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, commanding the Missouri State 
Guard, by letter dated at his headquarters, near Neosho, Mo., October 
26, 1801, has expressed a desire to enter into some arrangement with 
Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, commanding the forces of the United 
States, to facilitate the future exchange of prisoners of war released on 
parole ; also that all persons heretofore arrested for the mere expression 
of political opinions may be released from confinement or parole; also 
that in future the war be confined exclusively to the armies in the field, 
and has authorized and empowered Maj. Henry W. Williams and D. 
Robert Barclay, esq., to enter into such an arrangement in his behalf: 
and 

Whereas Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont concurs with Major-General 
Price : 

Now, therefore, it is hereby stipulated and agreed by and between 
Maj. Gen. John O. Fremont and Maj. Gen. Sterling Price as follows, 
to wit : 

1st. A joint proclamation shall be issued, signed by Major-General 
Fremont and Major-General Price, in proper person, in the following 
language, to wit : 


PROCLAMATION. 

To all peaceably-disposed citizens of the State of Missouri, greeting : 

Whereas a solemn agreement has been entered into by and between 
Major-Generals Fremont and Price, respectively commanding antago- 
nistic forces in the State of Missouri, to the effect that in the future 
arrests or forcible interference by armed or unarmed parties of citizens 
within the limits of said State for the mere entertainment or expression 
of political opinions shall hereafter cease y that families now broken up 
for such causes may be reunited, and that the war now progressing 
shall be exclusively confined to armies in the field : 

Therefore be it known to all whom it may concern : 

I. No arrests whatever on account of political opinions, or for the 
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merely private expression of the same, shall hereafter be made within 
the limits of the State of Missouri, and all persons who may have been 
arrested and are now held to answer upon such charges only shall . 00 
forthwith released: hut it is expressly declared that nothing m this 
proclamation shah he construed to bar or interfere with any of the 
usual and regular proceedings of the established courts under statutes 
and" orders made and provided tor such offenses. 

II. All peaceably- disposed citizens who may have been driven irom 
their homes because of their political opinions, or who may have left 
them from fear of force and violence, are hereby advised and permitted 
to return, upon the faith of our positive assurances that while so re- 
turning they shall receive protection from both the armies in the Held 
wherever it can be given. 

III. All bodies of armed men acting without the authority or recog- 
nition of the major-generals before named, and not legitimately con- 
nected with the armies in the field, are hereby ordered at once to 


disband. 

IY. Any violation of either of the foregoing articles shall subject the 
offender to the penalty of military law, according to the nature of the 
offense. 

In testimony whereof the aforesaid Maj. Gen. John Charles Fremont, 
at Springfield', Mo., on this 1st day of November, A. D. 1861, and Maj. 
Gen. Sterling Price, at Cassville, Mo., on this 5th day of November, 
A. I). 1801, have hereunto set their hands, and her eby mutually pledge 
their earnest efforts to the enforcement of the above articles of agree- 
ment according to their full tenor and effect, to the best of their ability. 

J. 0. FREMONT, 

Major- General, Commanding. 

STERLING PRIOR, 

Major- General, Commanding. 


2d. Brig. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, or the officer in command at Benton 
Barracks, is hereby authorized and empowered to represent Major- 
General Fremont, and Col. 1). H. Armstrong, Gol. J. Richard Barrett, 
and Col. Robert M. Rennick, or either of them, are hereby authorized 
and empowered to represent Major-General Price, and the parties so 
named are hereby authorized, whenever applied to for that purpose, to 
negotiate for the exchange of any and all persons who may hereafter 
he taken prisoners of war and released upon parole; such exchange to 
he made upon the plan heretofore approved and acted upon, to wit, 
grade for grade, or two officers of lower grade as an equivalent in rank 
for one of a higher grade, as shall be thought just and equitable. 

Thus doue and agreed at Springfield, Mo., this 1st day of Nov., 1861. 

By order of Major-General Fremont : 

J. H. EATON, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
STERLING PRICE, 

Major- General , 

By HENRY W. WILLIAMS, 

D. ROBT. BARCLAY, 

Commissioners. 

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Cassville , Mo., November 5, 1S01. 

Approved. 

By order of Major-General Price : 

HENRY LITTLE, 

Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure C.] 

Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

ur . ~ T _ _ ' " . Cassville ,, Mo., November 5, 1861. 

Map Gen. John 0. Fremont, ' 5 

Commanding U. S. Forces, Springfield, Mo. : ' 

General. I am instructed by Major-General Price to acknowledge 
tlie receipt of Assistant Adjutant-General Eaton’s letter of November 
2, inclosing' a proclamation drawn up in accordance with the proposi- 
tions submitted in my letter of the 26th of October. Major-General 
1 rice directs- me to say that he receives your assent to his propositions 
with much satisfaction, and the agreement and provisions set forth in 
tlie Proposed mutual proclamation fully meets his approbation. He 
lias illled up and signed both copies of said proclamation received from 
Assistant Adjutant-General Eaton, one of which is retained for publi- 
cation and distribution, and the other herewith inclosed to you for a 
like puipose. Mnj oi - General Price also approves of the agreement 
entered into on his part by Messrs. Williams and Barclay, and here- 
with returns the original document, retaining a copy of the same. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HENRY LITTLE, 

Adjutant- General . 

[Inclosure D.] 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Springfield, Mo., November 7, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commanding Forces at Cassville, Mo. : 

General: Referring to an agreement purporting to have been made 
between Major-Generals Fifiinont and Price, respectively commandin 
antagonistic forces in the State of Missouri, to the effect that in future 
arrests or forcible interference by armed or unarmed parties of citizens 
within the limits ot said State for the mere entertainment or expression 
of political opinions shall hereafter cease, that families now broken up 
for such causes may be reunited, and that the war now progressing 
shall be exclusively confined to armies in the field, I have to state that, 
as general commanding the forces of the United States in this depart- 
ment, I can in no manner recognize the agreement aforesaid, or any of 
its provisions, whether implied or direct, and that I can neither issue 
nor allow to be issued the “joint proclamation” purporting to have 
been signed by yourself and Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont on the “ 1st 
day of November, A. D. 1861.” 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. HUNTER, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


General Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. Gen.’s Office, 

96. j Washington, November 7, 1861. 

. Authority to raise a force of State militia, to serve during the war, 
is granted^ by direction of the President, to the governor of Missouri, 
lliis force is to co-operate with the troops in the service of the United 
States in repelling the invasion of the State of Missouri and in sup- 
pressing rebellion therein. It is to be held, in camp and in the field, 
drilled, disciplined, and governed, according to the Regulations of the 
U. S. Army, and subject to the Articles of War. But it is not to be 
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ordered out of the State of Missouri, except for the immediate defense 

°^The State forces thus authorized will he, during such time as they 
shall he actually engaged as an embodied military force in active werv- 
armed, equipped, clothed,* subsisted, transported, ami paid Ivy the 
accordance with the Regulations of the U. S>. Army 


ice 



disbanded from the service 
may so direct. ' . , 

In connection with this force, the governor is authorized to appoint 
the following officers, who will he recognized and paid by the United 
States to wit: 1 major-general, to command the whole of the State 
forces brought into service, who shall be the same person appointed by 
the President to command the U. S. Military Department of the West, 
and shall retain his commission as major-general of the State forces 
only during his command of the said department; 1 adjutant-general, 1 
inspector-general, and 1 quartermaster-general, each with the rank and 
pay of a colonel of cavalry; 3 aides-de-camp to the governor, each with 
the rank and pay of a colonel of infantry; brigadier-generals, at the 
rate of 1 to a brigade of not less than four regiments ; and division, 
brigade, and regimental staff officers, not to exceed in numbers those 
provided for in the organization prescribed by the act approved J uly 
22, 1861, “for the employment of volunteers,” nor to be more highly 
compensated by the United States, whatever their nominal rank in the 
State service, than officers performing the same duties under that act. 

The field officers of a regiment to be : 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 
and 1 major; and the officers of a company to be : 1 captain, 1 first and 
1 second lieutenant. 

When officers of the said State forces shall act in conjunction with 
officers of the U. S. Army of the same grade, the latter shall command 
the combined force. 

All disbursements of money made to these troops, or in consequence 
of their employment by the United States, shall be made by disbursing 
officers of the U. S. Army, assigned by the War Department or specially 
appointed by the President for that purpose, who will make their requi- 
sitions upon the different supply departments in the same manner for 
the Missouri State forces as similar requisitions are made for other vol- 
unteer troops in the service of the United States. 

The Secretary of War will cause any additional regulations that may 
be necessary for the purpose of promoting economy, insuring regularity 
of returns, and protecting the United States from fraudulent practices, 
to be adopted and published for the government of the said State 
forces, and the same will be obeyed and observed by all in office under 
the authority of the State of Missouri. 

By order : 

JULIUS P. GARESCIIF, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Saint Louis, November 8, 1861 — 8 p. m. 

(Received November 9, 1861.) 

E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

General Fi ala’s telegraph is from one on Fremont’s staff, and seems to 
flourish the premature movement on Belmont as a Fremont victory, 
which I sincerely hope it was, although improperly addressed and com- 
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\ug from an irregular source three days after General Hunter’s order 
'was published * After sending a copy to General Hunter, I have con- 
cluded not to delay it, but allow it to go on the wires to you. A crowd, 
principally Germans, are waiting the arrival of General Fremont. It 
may be impossible to withdraw the money, but my officers are mixed in 
with the crowd to secure it if possible. All quiet. 

CURTIS. 


Saint Loitis, Mo., November 9, 1861. 
To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters of the Army , Washington , D. G. : 

Sir: My telegram from near Warsaw, on the 6th instant, apprised 
the major-general commanding-in-chief that I had complied with the 
order of Lieutenant-General Scott, and had relinquished the command 
of the Western Department to Major-General Hunter. In further 
compliance with those orders I have the honor now to report for further 
orders. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. frBmoht, 

Major-General, U. 8. Army. 


Saint Louis, November 9, 1861 — 3 p. m. 

E. D. Townsend, Assistant Adjutant- General : 

The paymaster and money chest have gone under a strong escort. 
All quiet. Yesterday Colonel Fiala sent report of General Grant’s move- 
ment on Belmont, as ordered by General Fremont to-day. Captain Mc- 
Keever telegraphs from Cincinnati to General Fremont that General 
Grant had no orders from Fremont to attack Belmont or Columbus. 
Somebody lias scattered the force in the region of Pilot Knob, creating 
anxiety at post and offering feeble detachment to the enemy. Have 
reported to General Hunter. 

CURTIS. 


General Orders, 1 Headquarters of the Army, 

Ho. 97. ) Washington , November 9, 1861. 

The following departments are formed from the present Departments 
of the West, Cumberland, and Ohio : 

1. The Department of Hew Mexico, to consist of the Territory of Hew 
Mexico, to be commanded by Col. E. R. S. Canby, TJ. S. Army. 

A The Department of Kansas, to include the State of Kansas, the 
Indian Territory west of Arkansas, and the Territories of Nebraska, 
Colorado, and Dakota, to be commanded by Major-General Hunter, 
headquarters at Fort Leavenworth. 

3. The Department o'f the Missouri, to include the States of Missouri, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Arkansas, and that portion of 
Kentucky west of the Cumberland River, to be commanded by Maj. 
Gen. H. ’W. Halleck, U. S. Army. 

* # # # * * * 


By order : 


JULIUS P. GARESCHfi, 
Assistant A dj utant- General. 


* 
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Headquarters oe the Army, 

Washington , D. C., November 11, 1801. 


Mai. Gen. H. W. Halleck, U. S. A., 

1 Commanding Department of Missouri : 

rw p-rat • In assigning you to the command of the Department ot 
th^Missouri,’it is probably unnecessary for me to state that 1 have in- 
trusted to you a duty which requires the utmost tact and decision. Y on 
have not merely the ordinary duties of a military commander to per- 
form but the far more difficult task of reducing chaos to ordei, ol 
changing probably the majority of the personnel of the staff oi: the de- 
partment, and of reducing to a point of economy, consistent with the 
interests and necessities of the State, a system of reckless expend! tin o 
and fraud, perhaps unheard-of before in the history of the world. 

You will find in your department many general and stall officers 
holding illegal commissions and appointments not recognized or ap- 
proved by the President or Secretary of War. You will please at once 

commissions 

If any of them give the slightest trouble you will at once arrest them 
and send them, under guard, out of the limits of your department;, 
informing them that if they return they will be placed in close confine- 
ment. You will please examine into the legality of the organization of 
the troops serving in the department. When you find any illegal, un- 
usual, or improper organizations you will give to the officers and men 
an opportunity to enter the legal military establishment under general 
laws and orders from the War Department, reporting in full to those 
headquarters any officer or organization that may decline. 

Yon will please cause competent and reliable staff officers to examine 
all existing contracts immediately, and suspend all payments upon them 
until you receive the report in each ease. Where there is the slightest 
doubt as to the propriety of the contract, you will be good enough to 
refer the matter with full explanation to these headquarters, stating in 
each case what would he a fair compensation for the services or mate- 
rials rendered under the contract. Discontinue at once the reception 
of material or services under any doubtful contract. Arrest and bring 
to prompt trial all officers who have in any way violated their duty to 
the Government. In regard to the political conduct of affairs, you wall 
please labor to iurpress upon the inhabitants of Missouri and the adja- 
cent States that we are fighting solely for the integrity of tlie Union, to 
uphold the power of our National Government, and to restore to the 
nation the blessings of peace and good order. 

With respect to military operations, it is xirobable, from the best in- 
formation in my possession, that the interests of the Government wall, 
he best served by fortifying and holding in considerable strength Holla , 
Sedalia, and other interior points, keeping strong patrols constantly 
moving from the terminal stations, and concentrating the mass of the 
troops on or near the Mississippi, prepared for such ulterior operations 
as the public interests may demand. 

I would he glad to have you make as soon as possible a personal in- 
spection of all the important points in your department, and report the 
result to me. I cannot too strongly impress upon you the absolute ne- 
cessity of keeping me constantly advised of the strength, condition, and 
location of your troops, together with all facts that will enable me to 
maintain that general direction of the armies of the United States which 
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it is my purpose to exercise. I trust to you to maintain thorough organ- 
isation, distipline, and economy throughout your department. Please 
inform me as soon. as possible of everything relating to the gunboats 
now in process ot construction, as well as those completed. 

. Yhe militia force authorized to be raised by the State of Missouri for 
its defense will be under your orders. 

I am, general, &c., 

GEO. B. McOLELLAN, 
Major-General , Commanding U. S. Army.. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Benton Co., 15 miles south of Warsaw , Mo., Nov. 11, 1861. 
Tj. Thomas, Adjutant- General : 

In conformity with the views uf the President, in which I fully con- 
cur, I fall back on Bolla and Sedalia. Price left Oassville on the 7th in 
Pull retreat upon Arkansas, McCulloch, having preceded by one day’s 
march, and I have no doubt they are both now out of this (State. My 
command is in good order and fine spirits. Please correct a slander 
which has gone forth with regard to the Germans. An effort was made 
to induce them to mutiny, and I have found them loyal and efficient. I 
shall order to Saint Louis about 18,000 men, ready for service at the 
South, retaining sufficient garrison for Bolla and Sedalia. 

D. HUNTER, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 



Warsaw, Mo., November 11, 1861. 

Xj. Thomas, Adjutant- General : 

Great portions of the army stores and other public property in this 
department are in the hands of irresponsible, ignorant, and illegally- 
appointed persons, who have given no security," hold no commissions, 
anil are accountable to no tribunal. This must be at once corrected, 
and the department placed on a basis of integrity, capacity, and re- 
sponsibility. I will need to aid me in the work two experienced and 
reliable ordnance officers, two engineers, and two thoroughly compe- 
tent assistant quartermasters. Unless these are sent without delay, so 
fchnt I can put them iu charge, it will be impossible to guard against 
serious losses. 

1 D. HUNTER, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Note by operator.] 

P. S.-— As I am writing, General Hunter has a dispatch confirming 
his former dispatch as to General Price falling back into Arkansas. 

OPERATOR. 

Saint Louis, November 11, 1861—11 p. m. 

(Received November 12, 1861.) 

Major-General McClellan : 

Your three dispatches received.* All quiet here. I have the right 
men in the right place. Eremont is preparing a defense. He ought to 
be called away from here, so he cannot do much more harm. I shall be 
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neither rasli nor timid; shall comply with your directions in regard to 
the plan of forts. I have a large lot of troops and more coming, but 
arms are scarce. Will write to your adjutant-geueraL^^ 

Commanding . 


Headquarters of the Army, 

Washington , November 13, 1S(>1. 

\ * * * * 

3 Brio- Gen. W. T. Sherman, on being relieved from bis present 
command by Brig. Gen. D. 0. Buell, will repair to Saint Louis, Mo., 
and report to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, for duty in the Department of 
the Missouri. 

# * * * 

By command of Major-General McClellan : 


* * 

L. THOMAS, 
Adjutant- (J eneral. 


Special Orders, 
Ho. 305. 

# # ■ 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , November 14, 1801. 

General S. Williams, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army , Washington , JD. C. : 

In conformity with a telegraphic dispatch from Major-General Mc- 
Clellan, received yesterday, asking a full number of my command, tlieir 
condition, wants, position, &c., I have directed a full monthly report 
made out to be sent to your office. Owing to the activity with which 
troops under my command have been kept moving since the first of 
the month, full reports are not yet in. My command extends to Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., and includes the following posts : 

Cape Girardeau, Mo., garrisoned with three regiments of infantry, 
one company light artillery, one engineer company, one company 
mounted Home Guards, and one siege company — both the latter anx- 
ious to be mustered into the service of the United States. The post 
commanded by Col. J. B. Plummer, Eleventh Missouri Volunteers. 

Bird’s Point, Mo., garrisoned with six regiments of infantry, two 
companies light artillery, one engineer company, and eleven companies 
of cavalry. One company of artillery have just received their pieces, 
.but have not yet been supplied with horses or harness. Hour compa- 
nies of the cavalry arrived yesterday. 

Fort Holt, Ky., garrisoned with two regiments of infantry, one com- 
pany each of cavalry and light artillery, the artillery with but four 
pieces (two of them taken at Belmont) and neither horses nor harness. 
I was very much opposed to occupying Fort Holt at the beginning, 
hut now a great deal of labor has been expended in fortifying and 
strengthening the position, and the troops there have partially built 
huts for winter accommodation. 

Mound City, garrisoned with one regiment of infantry. 

Cairo, with' Six regiments of infantry, one company light artillery, 
and nine companies of cavalry ; one regiment of infantry and all the 
cavalry but one company without arms. 

My whole command numbers less than 18,000, of which about 2,200 
are sick. But for the measles, however, the health of the command 
would he comparatively good. We are deficient iu land transporta- 
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tioii, arms, and clothing'. The latter two are deficient both in quantity 
and quality. This post has been carried on so long' without funds in 
the quartermaster’s department, that nothing’ can be procured at cur- 
rent cash rates, and not at all except with difficulty. I would urge the 
necessity of sending a supply of funds for the use of this post soon. I 
think also that the interest of the service demands that a regular quar- 
termaster be sent here. 

I have under my command two gunboats, one of which remains at 
Mound City, to guard the new boats being built there, the other here. 

I shall hope to have ready by to-morrow a monthly report, showing 
the exact condition of my whole command, and accompanied by reports 
of the various departments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GBANT, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Head quarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , III., November 16, 1861. 


General S. B. Curtis, 

Commanding XJ. 8. Forces , Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Several have come to 'this post with safe-conduct through, signed by 
yourself. I regret this, as one of the most exposed posts in the Army at 
this time, and would much prefer that the number sent South should be 
made as limited as possible or be sent by some other route. Although 
1 shall accommodate, whenever it seems to me consistent with the in- 
terest of the public service, I shall in future exercise my own judg- 
ment about passing persons through my lines, unless the authority 
comes from a senior, and one who exercises a command over me. 

U. S. GEANT, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters District Southeast Missouri, 

Cairo , November 17, 1861. 
Capt. Ci-iaunoey McKeever, Saint Louis , Mo. : 

Inclosed herewith I send you a letter just received from Cape Girar- 
deau, which fully explains itself.* I have also been called upon to-day 
by a lady from Bloomfield, who states that the Union people of that 
district are not only depredated upon, but their lives are constantly in 
danger. Many have already been murdered for entertaining Union 
sentiments, and people of this class are not permitted to leave on pain 
of death. She urges in behalf of the Union people that troops be sent 
there either to garrison the place permanently or for a stated period, 
giving the citizens notice of the length of time they intend remaining, 
so that they might take advantage of their protection to get away. 

Bloomfield is geographically a commanding position, and if troops 
could be spared, I would earnestly recommend the occupation of it. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


*Not found. 
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Headquarters Second Division, 

Syracuse , November 19, 1861. 

Ma]. W. E. Leffin DWELL, First loioa Cavalry : 

Major- Authentic intelligence has reached me that a camp of 500 
rebels mounted, and with one piece of artillery, has been termed near 
the town of Jonesborough, about 35 miles from this place. You are 
accordingly instructed to proceed by forced march to-night, so as to 
surprise their camp by to-morrow morning at daybreak, with five com- 
panies of your regiment and a section ot horse artillery. You will 
march from this place at 6 o’clock this afternoon, taking all precautions 
to avoid having your movements made known, and will be care ( ill to 
throw forward an advance guard and flankeis to pi event a smpiisc. 

Should you arrive near Jonesborough before daylight, you will not make 
an attack until it is light enough to see clearly, that no mistake or 
confusion arise among your own command. When you have ascertained 
exactly the position of the enemy’s camp, you will endeavor to make 
such disposition of your force as to cut off his retreat. Attack vigor- 
ously and promptly, and pursue until the rebel force is completely dis- 
persed. Two days’ rations (cooked) will be taken with your command, 
but no tents nor baggage of any description. 

Having executed this duty thoroughly, you will return with all speed 
to this place. 

I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 ’ JHO. POPE, 

Brigadier ■ General , Commanding . 


CONFEDERATE COREESPONDEN CHI, ETC. 

Little Eock, May 11, 1861. 

Hon. E. W. Johnson : 

Dear Johnson: It is absolute certainty that the enemy’s Govern- 
ment will not permit the Indian country west of us to belong to the 
Confederate States without a severe struggle. I foresaw some time ago 
that the regular troops would be withdrawn, as too much needed else- 
where to be left there inactive, and that they would be replaced by vol- 
unteers, under men actuated by personal hatred of the South. I do not 
think that more than five or six thousand men will be sent there for a 
time, but those, I am satisfied, will be there soou. 

To occupy that country with safety we ought to have at. least an equal 
force, if we first occupy it, and shall need a much larger one if they 
establish themselves in it during an inaction. It will hardly be safe 
to count upon putting in the field more than 3,500 Indians ; maybe 
w T e may get 5,000. To procure any, or at least any respectable num- 
ber, we must guarantee them their lands, annuities, and other rights 
under treaties, furnish them arms, (rifles and revolvers, if the latter can 
he had), advance them some $25 a head in cash, and send a respectable 
force there, as evidence that they will be efficiently seconded by us. 

I -wrote Mr. Toombs that we ought to have three regiments from 
Arkansas, or Arkansas and Texas, and must have two or three bat- 
teries of artillery. How I am entirely convinced that we ought to have 
at least five regiments, two of cavalry and three of infantry. When a 
little while in service we could not calculate on each regiment affording 
for duty more than 60 men to a company, or 600 to the regiment. Yol- 



Oiiaf. X.j CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — -CONFEDERATE. 


573 


unteers are more weakened by sickness than regulars, owing to their 
inexperience and want of seasoning. 

We ought to have four batteries of 6-pounders, six guns each, 'for field 
service. We can be furnished two of these batteries, perhaps, or twelve 
guns, here. The Confederate Government should forward us two bat- 
teries more, and we shall need also some heavier guns, 18-pounders, say, 
on carriages, and ammunition, for the posts to be established, and half 
a dozen howitzers for casting shells. In addition, we shall have to create 
a reserve, to be stationed in the State, near the northwestern frontier, 
of three regiments more, to be called into service by the Confederate 
Government at a moment’s warning. 

I am informed by Lieutenant Pearce that all the force needed can be 
procured in the march West when it reaches the line. Commissary 
Stores to supply them for a limited time would have to be forwarded to 
this point. You know our condition. We can get from the State, for 
the purpose of putting the force in the field, a hundred thousand dollars. 
1 think and believe all the rest, except that and the men, must be fur- 
nished. We have almost literally no arms. If possible, our regiments 
ought to be well armed. 1 fear that, the supply of revolvers being 
limited , it may not be in the power of the Government to supply them 
to all the cavalry. If they cannot be furnished, there had better be but 
one regiment of cavalry. 

The arms for the Indians should be forwarded as soon as possible, to 
be placed in depot on the frontier, and there distributed to organized 
bodies. Of course ammunition must come with the arms. The river is 
in tolerable stage now, and if speed is made we may use it to convey 
everything to the frontier, at Fort Smith or Ozark, and there obtain 
wagons and mules for transportation. 

My plan, if I were put in command, would be to proceed instantly to 
raise the regiments, rendezvousing them at this point and in Washing- 
ton or Benton Counties. I should, with as little delay as possible, pro- 
ceed to the frontier and get the troops in hand, and as soon as we were 
in sufficient force occupy old Fort Wayne, or a point near it, and also 
a proper point near the junction of the Arkansas and Grand Rivers, 
where the great Missouri and Texas road crosses the former. At these 
points field works ought to be thrown up, so that a part of our force 
could neutralize or be equal to double their number of any enemy. 
With our Western frontier for our base of operations, open communica- 
tions south of the Arkansas with Fort Smith, those communications be- 
iug properly guarded, and with the power to operate from Fort Wayne 
on the flank of any force inarching south between our frontier and the 
Neosho liiver, and to cut its line of communication, we ought not to 
lose the country. Of course we would need a competent engineer officer 
and a competent artillery officer. For the latter I hope the Secretary 
of War will select Capt. James Totten, lately stationed here, and who 
desires to serve the Confederate States. If he is placed in command of 
our artillery force, with the rank of major, we shall soon see it efficient. 
We must also have several regular officers to . command the bodies of 
Indians enlisted. Among these I hope Captain McIntosh, late of the 
IT. S. Army and now in Georgia, will be included. He desires to go 
into the service in the Indian country, and I should, if I were to com- 
mand here, much desire to have him. 

I have no right to anticipate that the Confederate Government will 
confer so important a trust on me as the command of the department 
to be formed of the Indian country. I should not think of seeking it or 
any other appointment, and have already written Mr. Toombs that I 
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should prefer the selection of a regular officer of experience raiilc. 

All I can say is, that if it should please the Government to employ 11 ., 
t ZmAn nlVnnri the best I can. If I am employed, I shall wisli to m- 
aaSte one gentleman, eminently qualified, for the appointment of stir, 
geon. Please see to it, if the contingency occurs, that permission. 

^“n^Sirc'm^aise ten regiments. I can raise on shortest notice all 
th^we S need on the frontier. I do not think the troops bo raisd 
or called for would be dissatisfied to be placed under my comin and ; 
but of all this it is more fit you should speak than I. Above all , do not, 
out of regard for me, in any way embarrass President Bans or the See- 
retary of War, if other arrangements are thought of. I am nothin,,, 

and seek nothing to benefit myself. 

Immediate action, speedy raising and arming and forwarding of troops 
to our frontier, is imperatively demanded. Not a day ought to P>e lost 
I wMl td Heaven we were there now. The moment you can say tli at L 
am or am not to be commissioned, telegraph me. Moments are wort h 

lives now. 

God bless you. - ALBEBT 3?IIOiJ. 


Wat?. Department, 0. S. Amy , 

Montgomery , May 13, 1S61. 

Major Douglas H. Cooper, Choctaw Nation: 

Sir • The desire of this Government is to cultivate the most, friendly 
relations and the closest alliance with the Choctaw Nation and all tin 1 
Indian tribes west of Arkansas and south ot Kansas. Appreciating 
vour sympathies with these tribes, and their reciprocal regard lor you, 
we have thought it advisable to enlist your services m the line ot this 
desire. From information in possession of the Government it i » deei i i ed 
expedient to take measures to secure the protection of these tribes in 
tlieir present country from the agrarian rapacity of the Nor tin, iliat, 
unless opposed, must soon drive them from their homes and supplant 
them in tlieir possessions, as, indeed, would have been the case with 
the entire South hut for our present efforts at resistance. Id i s ay cl! 
known that with these unjust designs against the Indian coixiafry the 
Northern movement for several years hashed its emissaries scsUeniing 
among the tribes for tlieir ultimate destruction. Their destiny Da* t hus 
become our own, und common with, tliut of nil the Southern otutes on* 

tering this Confederation. . , 

Entertaining these views and feelings, and with these object* before 
ns we have commissioned General Ben. McCulloch, with tliree regi- 
ments under his command, from the States ot Arkansas, fcxas, and 
Louisiana, to take charge of the military district emoracmg the Indian 
country, and I now empower you to raise among the Choctaw* anil 
Cliickasaws a mounted regiment, to be commanded by yourself, j u (5() . 
operation with General McCulloch. It is designed also to raise two 
other similar regiments among the Creeks, Cherokees, Seminole*, and 
other friendly tribes for the same purpose. This combined iorce of six 
regiments will be ample to secure the frontiers upon Kansas and tlu) 
interests of the Indians, while to the south of the Bed lviver tlxree regi- 
ments from Texas, under a different command, have been already as- 
signed to the Bio Grande and western border. 

It will thus appear, I trust, that the resources of this Governin eilt m 
adequate to its ends, and assured to the friendly Indians. YVe Have 
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our agents actively engaged in tlie manufacture of ammunition and in 
the purchase of arms, and when your regiment has been reported organ- 
ized in ten companies, ranging from 64 to 100 men each, and enrolled 
for twelve months, if possible, it will be received into the Confederate 
service, and supplied with arras and ammunition. Such will be the 
course pursued also in relation to the two other regiments I have indi- 
cated. 

The arms we are purchasing for the Indians are rifles, and they will 
be forwarded to Port Smith. 

Respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Montgomery , May 13, 1861. 

Brigadier-General McCulloch, Commanding, Montgomery , Ala, : 

Sir : The following instructions are communicated by direction of the 
Secretary of War : 

Having been appointed a brigadier-general of volunteers in the 
service of the Confederate States, you are assigned to the command of 
the district embracing the Indian Territory lying west of Arkansas and 
south of Kansas. Your field of operations will be to guard that Terri- 
tory against invasion from Kansas or elsewhere. For this purpose 
there will be placed at your disposal three regiments of volunteers, viz : 
one regiment of mounted men from Texas, to serve for a term of eighteen 
months ; one of mounted men from Arkansas, to serve for during the 
war, and one regiment of foot from Louisiana, to serve for twelve months. 
These several regiments will be organized in conformity to the law 
relating to volunteer forces, and will rendezvous — that from Texas at 
Dallas, in that State, and the two others at Fort Smith, Ark. 

Independently of this force, it is desirable to engage, if possible, the 
service of any of the Indian tribes occupying the Territory referred to 
in numbers equal to two regiments. This force, should you be able to 
obtain it, you are authorized to receive and organize as a part of your 
command, for such service as your judgment may determine. 

Such supplies of the ordnance, quartermaster’s, and commissary de- 
partments in Texas and Arkansas as are under the control of the War 
Department, and to such extent as may be needed for your operations, 
will be subject to your orders. 

Besides the duties above referred to, there are others which are 
deemed highly important, and which demand your earliest attention. 
It has been represented to the Department that there is at this time a 
large garrison of U. S. troops at Fort Washita. This force, consisting 
of six companies of cavalry and five companies of infantry, in all about 
800 men, with a battery of field artillery, has been concentrated at 
Washita, preparatory to a movement thence in a northern direction 
through the Indian country into Kansas. It is desirable that these 
troops should be captured with the least practicable delay. You will 
therefore, in proceeding to Texas, take Arkansas in your route, and after 
satisfying yourself there of the position and numbers of these troops, 
organize such force as may be necessary in your opinion to take Fort 
Washita and capture its garrison, or should the troops have left there, 
to intercept them on their march. Captain McIntosh, of cavalry, has 
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, -t , , T.o-nnri- + n VO u at Little Lock for such duties as you may 

officers of the 0. S. Army as can be spared 

?rm,? their raesent^ duties will be ordered to report to you for similar 
from tkn p n f *25 000 will be placed in your hands for disburse- 

the^ervice^o/your commaiul, and for which you will account 
ZtL proper acJountingWrs of the ^Treasury Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ OOOPBB, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Little Look, Ark., May 13, 1801. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis : _ 

I have the honor to inform you that the convention of Arlumsas ins 
created me brigadier-general of Arkansas, to command the Western 
frontier. I most respectfully request that you inform me of your views, 
in order that I may carry them out as far as possible m phumifg Ihnt 
part of the State in the best practicable state of defense. hi. ad- 

quarters for the present will be in Benton County, at Osage Mills post- 
office, but will be wherever I think my presence most necessary. _ 

We have no tactics in this State. Can you send us 500 copies of 
“Hardee’s Tactics” 1 ? The Convention will p>robably order some printed, 

but we need them at once. , , . . .. . 

Any suggestions that you may be pleased to give me, m relation to «>m 
frontier will be very acceptable. Capt. A. Pike and myself are anxious 
that some steps betaken at once to secure the co-operation of flu 1 . 
Indians in the West, and especially to prevent any emissaries of the 
Eepublicaus from poisoning the minds of the full-bloods. Many of the 
Cherokees are already abolitionists, but the half-breeds and enlightened 
part of the nation are true to the South in tlieir sympathies. 

I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 

N. BALT. PE ALOE, 
Brigadier- General , Arkansas. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Montgomery , May 14, 1801. 

Hon. David Hubbard, Superintendent of Indian Affairs ; 

Sir: As superintendent of Indian affairs on behalf of this Government, 
originally appointed because of your well known sympathy for the 
Indian tribes and the deep concern you have ever manifested in tlieir 
welfare, you are now specially charged to proceed to the Creek LTatioiq 
and make known to them, as well as to the rest of the tribes west of 
Arkansas and south of Kansas, of all of whom you are constituted the 
superintendent, and whose interests and feelings you will respect as if 
they were your children, the earnest desire of the Confederate States to 
defend and protect them against the rapacious, and avaricious designs 
of tlieir andqur enemies at the North yet holding the Government at 
Washington. You will, in an especial manner, impress upon the Greek 
Nation and surrounding Indian tribes the imperious fact they will 
doubtless recognize, that the real design of the North and the Govern- 
ment at Washington in regard to them has been and still is the same 
entertained and sought to be enforced against ourselves, and if suffered 
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to be consummated, will terminate in tlie emancipation of their slaves 
and the robbery of their lands. To these nefarious ends all the 
schemes of the North have tended for many years past, as the Indian 
nations and tribes well know from the character and conduct of those 
emissaries who have been in their midst, preaching up abolition sen- 
timents under the disguise of the holy religion of Christ, and denounc- 
ing slaveholders as abandoned by God and unfit associates for humanity 
on earth. 

" You will be diligent to explain to them, under these circumstances, 
how their cause has become our cause, and themselves and ourselves 
stand inseparably associated in respect to national existence and prop- 
erty interests ; and in view of this identification of cause and interests 
between them and ourselves, entailing a common destiny, give to them 
profound assurances that the Government of the Confederate States of 
America, now powerfully constituted through an immense league of 
sovereign political societies, great forces in the field, and abundant 
resources, will assume all the expense and responsibility of protecting 
them against all adversaries, if they will manifest a disposition to co- 
operate with us in the general struggle occupying the people at the 
North and. those at the South. To do this effectively they must call 
out their warriors and form them into military organizations, to be 
received into the service of this Government in the same manner that 
our present volunteer troops are received, and to be armed and paid 
accordingly. 

Give them to understand, in this connection, that a brigadier-gen- 
eral of character and experience has been assigned to the military dis- 
trict embracing the Indian Territories south of Kansas, with three 
regiments under his command, while in Texas another military district 
lias been formed under another distinguished and able commander, with 
three other regiments subject to his orders. With these six regiments 
from the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas it is desired that 
three mounted regiments of Indian warriors, in the service and pay of 
this Government, shall co-operate, thus constituting an irresistible force, 
capable of guaranteeing the safety of the Indian nations and tribes 
and the security of their property. Let them know that our agents 
are now actively employed in procuring rifles and providing ammuni- 
tion to be immediately forwarded to Fort Smith, for the purpose of 
supplying these three regiments as soon as they shall have been organ- 
ized, one of which will be raised among the Choctaws and Chickasaws, 
another among the Cherokees, and the third from among the Creeks, 
Seminoles,_ and other friendly tribes entertaining the proposition. 

In addition to these things, regarded of primary importance, you will, 
without committing the Government to any especial conduct, express 
our serious anxiety to establish and enforce the debts and annuities due 
to them from the Government at Washington, which otherwise they 
will never obtain, as that Government would, undoubtedly, sooner rob 
them of their lands, emancipate their slaves, and utterly exterminate 
them, than render to them justice. Finally, communicate to them the 
abiding solicitude of the Confederate States of America to advance 
their condition in the direction of a proud political society, with a dis- 
tinctive civilization, and holding lands in severalty under well-defined 
laws, by forming them into a Territorial government $ but you will give 
no assurance of State organization and independence, as they still re- 
quire the strong arm of protecting power, and may probably always 
need our fostering care ; and, so far as the agents of the late Govern- 
ment of the United States may be concerned, you will converse with 
37 R r — vol ill 
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n , „ , + hprn a ,~ ore willing to act with you in the policy 

beremset forth youare authorized to substantiate in the employment 

nf this Government at their present compensation. 

All ot’ which is confided to your wisdom, prudence, and judgment. 
Respectfully, L p. WALKER, 

Secretary of War. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Montgomery , May 17, 1SG1. 

Hon. T. C. Hindman, Sc. : , , , 

Sir: In relation to the arming of the regiment tendered by you to 
this Department and conditionally accepted, it is important tlio arms 
should be supplied by the State of Arkansas, not only because if is im- 
portant to have these troops in the field at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment for local purposes associated with Arkansas, but because of the 
heavv demand made upon the Confederate Government for arms by the 
border States and our very greatly extended lines of operation in every 
direction. It is apparent the War Department is called upon by the 
highest public considerations, and in view of the probabilities of a, pro- 
longed war, to dispense the arms in its possession only when it becomes 
absolutely necessary in connection with the most weighty movements. 

Respectfully, WALKER. 


Marysville, Kans., May 20, 1801. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of Confederate States of America : 

Sir: I addressed you on the 16th instant a brief communication in 
reference to the propriety and importance of taking .possession of the, 
forts and property of the United States Government in the Northwest, 
and now avail myself of an opportunity of going more fully into detail 
on the subject. I refer to all that portion of country west of the Mis- 
sissippi River to the summit of the Rocky Mountains and south of the 
Platte River, in Nebraska, and northern line of Missouri to the north- 
ern line of Arkansas and Texas, almost all of which is rich in agricult- 
ural and mineral resources. 

The population of Colorado Territory is about 40,000 persons, of whom 
30,000 are capable of bearing arms. They are now much displeased and 
dissatisfied with the course of the Federal Government in removing the 
XL 3- troops from the Western frontier, whereby great dangers are ap- 
prehended from Indians and the serious interruption of their trade and 
commercial intercourse. One-third of the population sympathizes with 
your Government, independent of those who may be controlled by other 
influences, and one-fourth of them would take up arms in its behalf as 
soon as an opportunity is presented. There are some eight military 
posts within the district of country referred to, which, in consequence of 
the withdrawal of U. S. troops, have not more than a skeleton company 
in each. A large number of the soldiers would immediately enlist in 
the services of the Confederate States, and the officers are daily resign- 
ing to join the Southern Army. These posts are all well supplied with 
a large amount of commissary stores and munitions of war. The Cher- 
okee and other Indian tribes on the southern border of Kansas are in- 
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telligent and quite civilized races, and owning, as they do, considerable 
slave property themselves, their interests and feelings are whollv with 
the South. J 

Within the boundaries of this great country are the States of Mis- 
souri and Kansas. The former, being surrounded on three sides by free 
States, although identified in sympathy and interest with the Southern 
Confederacy, scarcely dare make a move toward secession in the pres- 
cut state of affairs. . Kansas is controlled by a majority of poor, worth- 
less, starving abolitionists, who receive their support from donations of 
provisions from the Northern States, which are transported through 
Missouri and delivered to them on the banks of the Missouri Eiver. 
There is still in Kansas a strong pro-slavery element, kept in subjection 
to this dominant party, that will gladly unite with any movement made 
by the Confederate States to throw ofi the yoke, and will fly to arms at 
a moment’s warning. The question now presents itself whether all this 
valuable territory shall go with the North or the South. The answer 
depends upon the prompt action of your Government. Missouri cannot 
be secured to the South unless the country west of it is taken possession 
of and held by the Confederate States. With six regiments of cavalry 
from Arkansas and Texas and the forces that can be obtained from the 
Indian Territory, I can seize and hold Fortfe Laramie and Wise, and 
Fort Union, if necessary, and take possession of all military stores and 
munitions of war at the other forts in Kansas and Colorado, and will 
destroy what will be of no utility, establish headquarters near the 
Cheyenne Pass, and with the possession of Forts Laramie and Wise, cut 
off all communication between the Northern States and the Pacific coast; 
and at the same time, acting in conjunction with Missouri, can seize 
Forts Leavenworth and Eiley, and expel from Kansas the horde of North- 
turn vandals that now infests it, opposed to your Government, and declare 
Missouri, Kansas, and Colorado a part of the Confederate States of 
America. Also seize the daily overland express mail to California, and 
appropriate it to the transportation of mail and express matter to and 
from the Southern States only. A majority of the owners of the capital 
stock of this company entertain warm Southern views, and would will- 
ingly acquiesce therein. 

Hoping these suggestions will meet with your approbation, I have 
the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

F. J. MAESHALL. 

_ I have carefully read the foregoing, and heartily indorse the sugges- 
tions therein politically and in a military point of view. 

E. H. WEIGHTMAN, 

Col., Comdg. Cam]) Holloivay , Missouri State Guard. 


Little Eock, Ark., May 20, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary 6f War , Montgomery , Ala.: 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following statement in reference 
to military matters in this State for your information : 

Since my arrival here I have ascertained that although a large amount 
of arms and munitions of war was secured by the capture of the arsenal 
at this place, there is now but a small amount left. At the present time 
there are only 2,260 flint-lock muskets (new), 60 percussion muskets, 
and 160 Hall’s rifles. The ammunition for small-arms consists of 250,000 
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T)11iaW , hnii -cartridges, 40,000 Colt’s pistol cartridges, 2,000 Sharp’s car- 
musk > ‘ '? koa 000 percussion caps, also 86 barrels of musket 

l,m , e All the otter arms aud munition* of 

ttseteecftaelvX® scattered over the State in every direotio., 
Without any method or accountability, and it is impossible to tell what 
i' tiicm Verv few arms suitable for cavalry service voio 

ami the regiment of mounted men you have au- 
thorized me to take from the State will be very destitute of arms suit a- 
t fo r the service. I would therefore respectfully call your attention 
to the necessity of at once forwarding to Fort Smith a^sulhoient Hupply 
of rifles or carbines, pistols and sabers, to equip a regiment, of ca\ ally. 
Of course the necessary ammunition would be required at the same 

tm As the river is now in fine navigable order, I would suggest the pro- 
nrietv of at once sending to Fort Smith a sufficient supply of rations 
for sis months for the use of my brigade, deducting the. amount. I may 
be able to get here, and of which I will inform you by telegraph sis Boon 
•is the Con veution determines to turn it over to me. The navigation of 
tiie. river is so uncertain, that an opportunity of sending supplies may 
not arniin occur for months. Flour can be purchased in the country and 
supplied by my own quartermaster. I would also call your attention 
to the fact that I have neither officers of the quartermaster’s nor com- 
missary department, and as it is absolutely necessary for a successful 
campaign here to secure officers familiar with these duties, I would re- 
spectfully urge upon you the necessity of seuding them at once. Xhe 
officer of the subsistence department you determine to send should go 
directly to New Orleans, purchase supplies for my command, and bring 
them with him. 

I have the honor to he, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoOULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Little Bock, Ark., May 20, 1801. 

Hon. Bobert Toombs : 

Sir : I shall go by steamboat to Fort Smith on the day after to-mor- 
row, and thence immediately to the Cherokee country, where there is 
more danger of division and disaffection than anywhere else. 

It is much to be regretted that arms to the number of 2,000 rifles 
are not here now on their way to our frontier. Permit me respectfully, 
but very urgently, to say that it is of vital importance they, or half the 
number at least, should be forwarded instantly, and the residue as soon 
as possible. They ought to be on tbe frontier now for distribution. It 
is also indispensable (and I use the word with the full knowledge of its 
meaning) — it is indispensable to have at least $25 in money for each 
Indian we enlist. That for 2,400 will he only $60,000, which ought to 
he sent out instantly. It would be better it should be $100,000. 

Provisions, commissary stores of all kinds, except flour, will have to 
be sent on here, and medicines. There is but a limited supply of pro- 
visions here of those seized by the State, and it is very doubtful whether 
the State will not want all these for her own troops now on and going 
to the frontier. At all events, there will be none for the Indians. The 
river is falling and will soon be low. Then we will have to haul by 
wagons at least 200 miles, and much of the provisions 300. You can 
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plainly see that there is no time to be lost. Delay is denial in this case, 
and denial is to insure disaster. 

In addition to the regiments of Indians, I earnestly advise the organiza- 
tion of a battalion of about 350 Delawares, Shawnees, and Kickapoos. 
I can raise them, and they will be invaluable. One of them will be at 
least worth any two other Indians. General McCulloch coincides with 
me in regard to this battalion, and agrees with me that its value can 
hardly be overestimated. There are no braver and better soldiers in 
the world, and for outposts and scouts no men are more than their 
equals. 

I very much regret that I have not received distinct authority to give 
the Indians guarantees of all their legal and just rights under treaties. 
It cannot be expected they will join us without them, and it would be 
very ungenerous, as well as unwise and useless, in me to ask them to 
do it. Why should they, if we will not bind ourselves to give them 
what they hazard in giving us their rights under treaties $ 

As you have told me to act at my discretion, and as I am not directed 
not to give the guarantees, I shall give them, formal, full, and ample, 
by treaty, if the Indians will accept them and make treaties. General 
McCulloch will join me in this, and so, I hope and suppose, will Mr. 
Hubbard, and when we shall have done so we shall, I am sure, not look 
in vain to you, at least, to affirm these guarantees and insist they shall 
be carried out in good faith. 

Once more I earnestly urge the immediate transmission of arms, 
money, and provisions. 

It will be better for you to write to me at Fort Smith. I shall prob- 
ably be in the Indian country two months, with not very frequent 
chances to receive letters. 

Yery respectfullv and truly, yours, 

ALBERT PIKE. 


Little Rook, May 20, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker : 

_ Colonel Churchill informs me that it will cause great delay to bring 
his regiment into service for the war. The captains find difficulty in 
enlisting men for so indefinite a period, but the companies are ready 
to enlist for twelve months, and can march at once. The companies 
composing it are the only ones suitably armed, and have the only arms 
in the State for mounted service. Please authorize me to accept them 
at once for twelve months. Great want of arms for mounted service ; 
want carbines and pistols, with the necessary ammunition; also sabers. 
It is necessary to put the regiment into the field at once. 

BEK. McCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Montgomery, Ala., May 20, 1861. 
General Ben. McCulloch or Colonel Churchill, 

Little Boole , Arlc. : 

If the companies are armed the regiment will be accepted for twelve 
months. Answer. 


L. P WALKER. 
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Little Rook, May 21, 18(31. 

Hon. L.P. Walker: 

The companies of Churchill’s regiment are only partially annul. 
There are not sufficient arms in the State suitable for a mounted regi- 
ment. I will want an immediate supply of them. I prefer rilles. AN ill 
tbe regiment be accepted for twelve “O^jj/XoirLtiOOn, 

Briaadior- General. 


Know all men by these presents : 

That whereas the State of Arkansas, by her Convention duly assem- 
bled by ordinance passed the 11th day of May, A. XX ISbl, autlioi i/anl j 
and empowered Robert W. Johnson, Albert Rust, Hugh b. lhonia.son, 
William W. Watkins, and Augustus H. Garland, her delegates to the 
Provisional Congress assembled at Montgomery, in the State of Ala- 
bama, for the Government of the Confederate States of America., t< > code | 
to said Confederate States, among other property, the arsenal at Lillie 3 
Eock, in the State of Arkansas, and Port Smith, at the city of Port 
Smith, in said State of Arkansas, together with the land, improvements, 
appurtenances, and buildings to each belonging and attached ; and 
whereas the Provisional Congress aforesaid did, by act of the 21st day 
of May, 1861, accept such cession as provided for in said ordinance, and 
authorized the Secretary of War to accept from said delegates of the 
State of Arkansas a deed of cession for such property : How, therefore, 
we, the delegates aforesaid, do hereby grant, convey, and cede to the 
Confederate States of America the arsenal at Little Rock and the fort 
aforesaid at the city of Port Smilh, in said State, and all the land, 
improvements, buildings, and appurtenances thereto attached and be- 
longing; and we do hereby convey unto said Confederate States nil t he 
right, title, and interest of the State of Arkansas in and to all the 
property aforesaid. 

Witness our hands and seals this 21st day of May, A. IX 18(31. 

R. AY. JOHNSON. 

A. RUST. 

H. P. TIIOMASON. 

W. AY. AY ATKINS. 

A. H. GARLAND. 

The State op Alabama, 

Montgomery County : 

I, John Gill Shorter, judge of the circuit court in and for the State 
aforesaid, do hereby certify that Robert W. Johnson, A. Rust, 11. P. 
Thomason, W. W. Watkins, and A. H. Garland, who are severally 
personally known to me, appeared before me on this day, and severally 
acknowledged that, being informed of the contents of the foregoing 
conveyance, they severally and voluntarily signed, sealed, and delivered 
the same, as grantors and delegates duly authorized by the State of 
Arkansas, to the grantee, the Confederate States of America, on the 
day and year therein stated, and for the purposes therein specified. 

Given under my hand the 21st day of May, 1861. 

JOHN GILL SHORTER, 

Circuit Judge* 
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Montgomery, May 22, 1861. 
General Ben. McCulloch or Governor Rector, 

Little Roclc, Ark. : 

Colonel Churchill telegraphs that four companies are armed. If so, 
direct Captain McIntosh to muster them into service, and order them 
to proceed to Port Smith, and as other companies are armed they will 
be mustered into service with like orders. We have no rides. 

L. P. WALKER. 


Little Rock, Ark., May 23, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War , Montgomery, Ala. : 

Sir : I have the honor to state that from the most reliable source I 
have ascertained that Colonel Emory marched with all the Federal 
forces in the Indian Nation to Fort Leavenworth. He started near 
the end of last month, and must have reached his destination before 
this. I was informed a day or two since that he had been heard of 
within two or three days’ march of Leavenworth. I have learned that 
the notorious General Lane is rapidly organizing a force in Kansas to 
march into the Territory. Montgomery is no doubt hovering near the 
border. I shall proceed direct to Fort Smith, and organize my force as 
rapidly as possible and put them at once in the field. 1 must again 
call your attention to the condition of arms in this State. The regi- 
ment of mounted men from this State will be of very little service 
unless arms suitable for them -are at once sent. There are no arms 
suitable lor the regiments of Indians that I am authorized to muster 
into the service. Some of them will present themselves with their 
rilles, but the greater part will be entirely without arms, and it will be 
necessary to send an immediate supply for their use. Without the 
Indian regiments I will be able to oppose but an insignificant force to 
the numbers sent against me. I telegraphed yesterday about a supply 
of tents. I hope you will be able to send me a supply. There are 
no tents of any description in the State. The regiment will be entirely 
without them. The Convention has passed an ordinance sending all 
the subsistence stores now in the arsenal to Fort Smith, where they 
will be turned over to General Pearce, of the State forces, at the same 
time authorizing me to draw upon General Pearce for such supplies as I 
may want, with the understanding that they will be returned by the 
Confederate States. These subsistence stores, which were seized in 
going up the river to the Federal troops, would have been sufficient for 
iny whole command for two months, but as I have no certain control of 
them, and as there is a large force of State troops to draw upon them 
at the same time, I think it necessary to have supplies sent at once. 
We may not have another opportunity of getting them for six or 
eight months, on account of the uncertainty of the river. I will also 
be much in need of quartermaster’s stores. A brigade quartermaster 
and commissary should be at once appointed and sent to me, with ample 
means. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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War Department, 0. S. A., 

Montgomery , May 25, 1801. 

His Excellency C. E. JACKSON, 

Governor of Missouri, at J ejferson City . 

Sir • In answer to your letter of the 5th of May,*' it gives me very 
o T eat pleasure to be enabled to say to your excellency that this depart- 
ment fully appreciates the sentiments of your heart, the embarrass- 
ments of your position, and the judgment displayed in view of all the 
obstacles opposing your policy. That the popular and momentarily 
suppressed feeling and sympathy of Missouri are with the can.se of 
the Confederate States is" not questioned by this Government, but at 
the same time we are forced to acknowledge the critical nature of her 
condition, environed as she is on three sides by the enemy'-. Four years 
ago I felt satisfied when the present issue came she would be thus cir- 
cumstanced, and in the administration of this department, recognizing 
your situation, I have only regretted I have not, tor the want of (Jon- 
federate authority within your limits, been able to extend towards you 
that measure of relief called for by your necessities. I have, never- 
theless, set forward movements which I flatter myself will before very 
long contribute largely to disrupt the fetters that now shackle the free- 
dom of your own and the popular action. Your excellency may feel 
assured we have forces in the field and have made preparations for 
defense sufficient to retard the advance across our lines of the most 
formidable power, at least until additional supplies of men and arms 
can be brought not only to the rescue, but to drive back the invaders 
of our soil, and even to carry the war into the enemy’s country. Our 
people to the last man have already definitely made up their minds to 
the final result of a desperate and bloody issue, and there resides with 
them and our cause a sustaining spirit which can never animate our 
enemies, and with which the history of the world demonstrates victory 
invariably reposes. 

In this connection, it is to be deeply regretted that two prominent 
officers, late prisoners of war to our forces, and liberated in the most 
generous manner, are now to be found with arms in their hands — the 
one iu Missouri and the other in Kentucky — seeking with the sword 
to requite our humanity : I mean General Harney and Major Anderson. 
Such conduct can only serve to exasperate our soldiers on the battle- 
field to spare this Government all occasion for the display of magna- 
nimity by urging them to yield no quarter to prisoners. 

If I do not write more fully and in detail, it is for the reasons ex- 
pressed by your excellency in regard to the probabilities of interception. 

But, with renewed expressions of high regard, personally and politi- 
cally, I remain, your friend and servant, 

L. P. WALKER. 


Confederate States of America, War Dep’t, 

Montgomery , May 25, 1801. 

To the Military Commission of Arkansas, at Little Rock, R. W. J ohn- 
son, A. Rust, H. F. Thomason, W. W. Watkins, A. H. Garland : 
Gentlemen : It is understood by this Department that Arkansas 
has now two, regiments organized, armed, and equipped, under her 
authority. If this feet be so, and the State of Arkansas desires to be 


Not found. 
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relieved from the expense of their maintenance, this Department will 
receive them into the Confederate service and assign them to duty on 
tue Indian xroiiticr* 

Respectfully, L. P. WALKER. 

Secretary of War. 


Resolutions of the Senate and House of Representatives of the GhicJmsaw 
„ Legislature assembled. 


May 25, 1861. 

Whereas the Government of the United States has been broken up 
by the secession of a large number of States composing the Federal 
union that tlic dissolution has boon followed by war between the par- 
hes ; and whereas the destruction of the Union as it existed by theFed- 
eral Constatataon is irreparable, and consequently the Government of 
the United States as it was when the Chickasaw and other Indian na- 
tions formed alliances and treaties with it no longer exists ; and whereas 
the Lincoln Government, pretending to represent said Union, has shown 
by its course towards us, in withdrawing from our country the protec- 
tion of the Federal troops, and withholding, unjustly and unlawfully 
our money placed in the hands of the Government of the United States 
as trustee, to be applied for our benefit, a total disregard of treaty 
obligations toward us; and whereas our geographical position, our 
social and domestic institutions, our feelings and sympathies, all attach 
us to our Southern friends, against whom is about to be waged a war 
of subjugation or extermination, of conquest and confiscation— a war 
which, if we can judge from the declarations of the political partisans of 
the Lincoln Government, will surpass the French revolution in scenes of 
blood and that of San Domingo in atrocious horrors ; and whereas it 
is impossible that the Ohickasaws, deprived of their money and desti- 
tute of all means of separate self-protection, can maintain neutrality or 
escape the storm which is about to burst upon the South, but, on the 
contrary, would be suspected, oppressed, and plundered alternately by 
armed bands from the Korth, South, East, and West; and whereas w'e 
have an abiding confidence that all our rights— tribal and individual- 
secured to us under treaties with the United States, will be fully recog- 
nised, guaranteed, and protected by our Mends of the Confederate 
States; and whereas as a Southern people we consider their cause our 
own: Therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Chiclcasaio Legislature assembled, 1st. That the 
dissolution of the Federal Union, under which the Government of the 
United States existed, has absolved the Ohickasaws from allegiance to 
any foreign government whatever; that, the current of the events of 
the last few months has left the Chickasaw Ration independent , the 
. people thereof free to form such alliances, and take such steps to secure 
their own safety, happiness, and future welfare as may to them seem 
host. 


2d. Resolved, That our neighboring Indian nations — Choctaws, Chero- 
kces, Creeks, Semin oles, Usages, Senecas, Quapaws, Comanches, Kio- 
was, together with the fragmentary bands of Delawares, Kickapoos, 
Caddoes, Wichitas,and others within the Choctaw and Chickasaw coun- 
try who are similarly situated with ourselves, he iuvited to co-operate, 
m order to secure the independence of the Indian nations and the 
defense of the territory they inhabit from .Northern invasion by the 
Lincoln hordes and Kansas robbers, who have plundered and oppressed 
our red brethren among them, and who doubtless would extend to- 
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wards ns tlie protection which the wolf gives to the, lamb shonhl they 
succeed in overrunning our country ; that the Chickasaw s pledge theiu- 
selves to resist by all means and to the death any such invasion ot the 
lands occupied by themselves or by any of the Indian nations, and 
that their country shall not be occupied or passed through by the j - 
coin forces for the purpose of invading, our neighbors, the States ot 
Arkansas and Texas, but, on the contrary, any attempt to do so will bo 
rewarded as au act of war against ourselves, and should be resist ml by 
all the Indian nations as insulting to themselves and tending to eiuUin- 

ger their Territorial rights. , ... 

3d Resolved , That it is expedient, at the very earliest day possible, 
that commissioners from other Indian nations for the purpose oi: torm- 
ina- a league or confederation among them for mutual safety and pro- 
tection and also to the Confederate States in order to enter into such 
alliance and to conclude such treaties as may be necessary to secure the 
rights, interests, and welfare of the Indian tribes, and that the co-op- 
eration of all the Indian nations west of the State of Arkansas and south 
of Kansas be invited for the attainment of these objects. 

4th. Resolved , That the Ohickasaws look with confidence especially 
to the Choctaws (whose interests are so closely interwoven with, their 
own, and who were the first through their national council to declare 
their sympathy for, and their determination, in case of a. permanent dis- 
solution of the Federal Union, to adhere to the Southern States), and 
hope they will speedily unite with us in such measures as may be nec- 
essary for the defense of our common country and a union with our 
natural allies, the Confederate States of America. 

5th. Resolved , That wdiile the Chickasaw people entertain the most 
sincere friendship for the people of the neighboring States of Texas and 
Arkansas, and are deeply grateful for the prompt offer from them of 
assistance in all measures of defense necessary for the protection of our 
country against hostile invasion, we are desirous to hold undisputed 
possession of our lands and all forts and other places lately occupied 
by the Federal troops and other officers and persons acting under the 
authority of the United States, and that the governor of the Chickasaw 
Nation be, and he is hereby, instructed to take immediate steps to obtain 
possession of all such forts and places within the Choctaw and Chicka- 
saw country, and have the same garrisoned, if possible, by Chickasaw 
troops, or else by troops acting expressly under and by virtue of the 
authority of the Chickasaw or Choctaw nations, until such time as said 
forts, Indian agencies, etc., may he transferred by treaty to the Con- 
federate States. 


Gth. Resolved , That the governor of the Chickasaw Nation he, and he 
is hereby, instructed to issue his proclamation to the Chickasaw Nation, 
declaring their independence , and calling upon the Chickasaw warriors 
to form themselves into volunteer companies of such strength and with 
such officers (to be chosen by themselves) as the governor may prescribe, 
to report themselves by filiug their company rolls at the Chickasaw 
Agency, and to hold themselves, with "the best arms and ammunition, 
together with a reasonable supply of provisions, in readiness at a min- 
ute’s warning to turn out, under the orders of the commanding general 
of the Ohickasaws, for the defense of their country or to aid the civil 
authorities in the enforcement of the laws. 

7th. Resolved , That we have full faith and confidence in the justice of 
the cause in which we are embarked, and that we appeal to the Chick- 
asaw people to be prepared to meet the conflict which will surely, and 
perhaps speedily, take place, and hereby call upon every man capable 
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ol bearing arms to be ready to defend bis borne and family, bis country 
and bis property, and to render prompt obedience to all orders from 
tlie officers set over tliem. 


Otb. Resolved, That tire governor cause these resolutions to be pub- 
lished in the National Register, at Boggy Depot, and copies thereof sent 
to the several Indian nations, to the governors of the adjacent States, 
to the President of the Confederate States, and to Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the Black Republican party. ’ 

Passed the House of Representatives May 25, 1865. 


Attest : 

0. Carter, 

Cleric Mouse Representatives. 


A. ALEXANAN, 
Speaker House Representatives. 


Passed the Senate. 


Attest : 

James N. MoLish, 

Cleric of Senate. 


JOHN E. ANDERSON, 

President of Senate. 


Approved, Tishomingo, May 25, 1861. 


C. HARRIS, 

Governor. 


Montgomery, May 25, 1861. 

Col. T. C. Hindman, Helena , Arlc. : 

If ten companies are raised, they are hereby ordered to Port Smith, 
for General McCulloch’s command. Camp equipage will be provided 
as soon as possible. The companies will be mustered into service as 
they arrive there, and subsisted at Government expense. You must 
obtain flint-lock muskets from your State. 

L. P. WALKER. 



Port Smith, Ark., May 28, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on the 25th 
instant. _ Since my arrival I have endeavored to get all the information 
I could in reference to the sentiments of the Indian tribes in the Terri- 
tory. It appears from the best information that the Choctaws and 
Cliickasaws are all anxious to join the Southern Confederacy, and I 
think that Colonel Cooper will have no difficulty in organizing his 
regiment. The Creek Nation will also come in, and there will be no 
difficulty in raising a regiment in the tribe. It appears that there are 
two parties in the Cherokee Nation — one very much in favor of joining 
the Southern Confederacy ; the other hesitates, and favors the idea of 
remaining neutral. These two parties are kept apart by bitter feuds 
of long standing, and it is possible that feelings of animosity may tempt 
one party to join the North, should their forces march into the Indian 
Territory. It is therefore necessary to see the chief of the tribe (John 
Ross), and by enlisting him on our side to get a force into the nation 
that will prevent any force from the North getting a foothold and en- 
listing the sympathies of any portion with their party. Captain Pike, 
commissioner, accomxianies me to-day on my mission to the chief. 
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There are TJvX^ &2?jTSSZ 

S2K n — ft tL^uceli Vf ly mi f ion bl« *. 
i onrmiv to arm the Indian regiments, particularly the ( dieiokt < s. 
cSol of to te necessW, audit it Iras boon turned ever 

hr the State to the Government of the Confederate States, I ln>l»« jnu 

will at once authorize me to take possession of it and all p.il.1.0 

erty in it. honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

I liave tne nonoi 10 ue, , j BBR MoOU LLOOII, > 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Helena, Ark., May 121), 1801. 

L. P< Walker: 

Ten companies ready on June 1 for MeCulloch’s command. Five 
are lost if ordered elsewhere. Will dismiss them and Mil up Indore 
June 15 if immediately provided here with money to buy subsistence, 
and authorized to muster companies in as they arrive, and send tin in 
to Virginia with promise of rides there. I prefer Virginia. I f ordered 
to Fort Smith, must have subsistanee and transportation from here. 
Have no money. Can get it here. If ordered there, (ain’t 'you send 
blankets for men, blue jeans for tlieir shirts and pants, and, swords for 
officers, and "stop pay to cover costs 1 ? All much needed. Can’t gel 
them in the Southwest. State authorities refuse arms of any kind, 
retaining them for militia. Answer. 

T. O. HINDMAN. 


New Orleans, May 31, 1801. 

His Excellency Jefeebson Dayis, 

President Confederate States, Richmond, Ya. : 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of letter 
received this morning from Lieutenant-Colonel Hyams, of the Third 
Regiment Louisiana Volunteers, which left this place on the 22<Mh 
instant for their destination, Fort Smith. 1 beg leave to call the at- 
tention of your excellency to the matters therein set forth. A. deputa- 
tion from the Creeks passed through this jdace on the 225th instant; 
en route to Montgomery, and will, 1 presume, now continue their jour- 
ney to Richmond. » 

I must also repeat what I have already telegraphed to the Secretary 
of War, that our Fourth Regiment has not received marching orders, 
and the Fifth and Sixth Regiments are and have been awaiting the 
action of Lieutenant Phifer to receive them into Confederate service, 
who is without orders for that purpose. 

I must also, at the risk of being thought importunate and trouble- 
some, call your excellency’s attention to the necessity of a more com- 
plete and extended system of defenses for the coast of this State than 
has yet been made or commenced. 

General Twiggs assumed command of this district this morning, with 
whom I shall be most happy to co-operate in any measures which the 
public exigencies may require. 

I am, very respectfully, your excellency’s obedient servant, 

THG. O. MOORE, 

Governor . 



Chav. X.]' CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 589 

[In closure. ] 

Little Rock, May 28, 1861. 
Tno. O. Moore, Governor of Louisiana , New Orleans : 

Dear Sir : The regiment arrived here last night and this morning, 
in good health. We debarred here for two reasons: The water has so 
much fallen in the Arkansas, as we were informed, that we could , pro- 
ceed no farther by the steamers we were on, and because the governor 
of this State and the military board had received certain information 
that Lane, with a large body of troops, is within the northern boundary 
of this State at a place called Pocahontas. On this information, authori- 
tatively received, I at once determined to debark and make requisition 
for ammunition, of which we have received none until the governor of 
Arkansas gave me an order for its receipt from the State arsenal. 

The agent of the Indians called on me this morning, and states that 
the nations on the borders of this State are anxious and desirous to be 
armed j that they can and will muster into the service 25,000 men; that 
they have immense supplies of beeves, sufficient to supply the meat for 
the whole Confederate service. All they ask is arms and enrollment. 
If within your power to forward their views with the President, it would 
be a great step in the right direction, and erect a more effectual barrier 
against the Kansas marauders than any force that could be sent against 
them, and thereby protect the northern boundary of both Arkansas and 
Louisiana. The reasons why every effort should be made to arm these 
people (now heart and soul with us) to defend themselves and us are so 
palpable, that I do not attempt to urge them on you, but do solicit your 
attention, so far as is compatible with your high position, to this matter, 
to impress its importance on the President, and use your well-known 
influence to effect this much desirable result. Our colonel is not yet 
with us. 1 received a dispatch at Napoleon from Hon. Judge Moise, for 
which I return my thanks. Please say to my brother that we are all 
well and preparing for duty. 

With highest regard, believe me, sir, your friend sincerelv, 

S. M. HYAMS, 

Lieut. Col., Third Eegt. La. Vols. 


Little Rock, Ark., June 2, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Dear Sir : I have been detained by pneumonia, an attack from which 
kept me ten days in bed. Then low water and the sinking of a steam- 
boat kept me until yesterday. I am not able to report upon the condi- 
tion of things among the Indians, but hear they are favorable. General 
McCulloch is about the frontier of Arkansas, northwest of Port Smith, 
as I hear. I do not think these matters worth talking about, but my 
sense of duty requires me to report that with about 25,000 able-bodied 
brave men Arkansas has less the appearance of a military organization 
than any people I ever yet knew. The people are nearly all under arms, 
and daily rumors of invasions calling them from home, and I never yet 
saw people who appeared to know so little about commanders, or who 
seemed so utterly devoid of confidence in any one faction or leader of a 
faction in the State. My belief and conviction is that but little can be 
clone among these factions, and that a military leader from without the 
State is needed, who when he gets here shall have command of all the 
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forces not under McCulloch, and that the bold and brave men can rally 
under such -without disturbance from leaders of any faction whatever, 
and that without this Arkansas with her brave and hardy hunters can- 
not be made available in any other way, unless it will be by waiting for 

a new man to grow up. _ _ ,, . , 

These are my thoughts, freely given. If able, I go up the river to 
Tort Smith to-morrow. 

I to™ the Honor to be, truly, So, HUBBABD . 


Helena, Ark., June 3, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Will certainly lose five companies if not ordered to McCulloch’s com- 
mand immediately. Will have more trouble than I supposed in filling 
ur> if they leave. Hope you will order me to Fort Smith immediately. 
Afterward can send me where you please. Have permission from State 
authorities to stop in arsenal till tents reach here. Must be ordered 
somewhere at once. Expense is ruinous. Men have no shelter. Hefer 
staff appointments till letter reaches you. HTNBMAH 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oeeice, 

Richmond, June 11, 1SG1. 

Col. T. C. Hindman, Arkansas Volunteers , Helena , Arlc. : 

Sir: In reply to yours of May 23, 1861, the Secretary of War directs 
that you will take post as proposed, after organization of the regiment, 
in the northeastern part of the State of Arkansas, for the defense of 
that section of country. So soon as prepared for mustering m, you will 
advise Capt. W. S. Walker, C. S. Army, now at Memphis, Tenn., who 
has been directed to muster in your regiment. 'You will make requisi- 
tions uTion the quartermaster’s and subsistence departments for such 
stores pertaining to each as may be required by your regiment, this be- 
in o' your authority therefor. Governor Hector will furnish the arms and 
munitions required for the armament. Respecting staff appointments, 
send in the names of those whom you wish to be appointed as surgeons, 
assistant surgeon, assistant quartermaster, and assistant commissary of 
subsistence, and their commissions will be made out and forwarded to 
you. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, cniLT0 ^ 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Fort Smith, Arlc., June 12, .1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War: 

Sir : I have the honor to state that I left this post on the 30th of 
May, with the view of having an interview with the chief of the Cher- 
okees, and to select some military position in tlie Indian JCeiritory foi 
my command. I found no point suitable for such a position, except in 
the Cherokee country, and 1 had determined to take the first opportu- 
nity of moving my command to it ; but in my interview with John Ross, 
the chief of tlie Cherokees, objection was made to my entering his coun- 
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try, at the same time stating that he wished to maintain a neutral posi- 
tion, and would endeavor to keep his country from being occupied bv 
either party. 

There are two parties in the Cherokee station — one in favor of imme- 
diate secession, the other represented by John Eoss, and wishing to be 
neutral. This party is m the majority,- and consists of all the full- 
bloods and a part of the half-breeds. To give offense to this party now 
by marching into their country would injure our cause, and might uuite 
the whole nation against us. 

This chief has assured me that in the event of an invasion from the 
North he will put himself at the head of his people and march to repel 
it, and he has also assured Captain Pike (commissioner) that he will call 
his executive council together this month, for the purpose of conferring 
with them on the subject. Under these circumstances I have deemed 
it advisable to respect his wishes, and have addressed him a letter, a 
copy of which is herewith inclosed. 

The command at my disposal would not warrant me in advancing at 
present, especially as most of the supplies are still behind. The Louis- 
iana regiment has arrived, and seven companies of Churchill’s regi- 
ment, but the latter are entirely without tents or camp equipage of any 
kind. The Texas regiment and the expected transportation from that 
quarter will not be here in less than three weeks. There are a number 
of State troops (nearly 2,000) in and around this post belonging to the 
western division of the State. I think it very essential for the success 
of a command on this frontier that this military division and the Con- 
federate troops here be put under our control. I therefore apply, re- 
spectfully, for authority to command it. The State is divided into two 
military divisions, the eastern and western. This western division 
should be put under my command, as under the above circumstances I 
may be obliged to act in the northwestern corner of the State to repel 
an attack from the North. 

Prom the best authority I can gain I believe all the other Indians in 
the Territory are with us. They only want arms to be of immediate 
service to us. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, * 

BEN. MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

. Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Fort Smith, ArJc., June 12, 1861. 

His Excellency John Eoss, 

Chief of the Gherohee Nation : 

Sir: Having been sent by my Government (the Confederate States 
of America) to take command of the district embracing the Indian Ter- 
ritory, and to guard it from invasion by the people of the North, I take 
the first opportunity of assuring you of the friendship of my Govern- 
ment, and the desire that the Cherokees and other tribes in the Terri- 
tory unite their fortunes with the Confederacy. I hope that you, as 
chief of the Cherokees, will meet me with the same feelings of friend- 
ship that actuate me in coming among you, and that I may have your 
hearty co-operation in one common cause against a people who are en- 
deavoring to deprive us of our rights. It is not my desire to give 
offense, or interfere with any of your rights or wishes, and shall not do 
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so .unless circumstances compel Me. The neutral position you wisli to 
maintain will not he molested without good cause. In the mean time 
those of your people who are in favor of joining the Confederacy must 
be allowed to organize into military companies as Home Guards, for the 
purpose of defending themselves in case of invasion from the Horlh. 
This of course will be in accordance with the views you expressed to 
me that in case of an invasion from the North you would lead your men 
yourself to repel it. Should a body of men march into your Territory 
from the North, or if I have an intimation that a body is in line of march 
for the Territory from that quarter, I must assure you that I. will at 
once advance into your country, if I deem it advisable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McCULLGCIT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Opeicje, 

Richmond, June 12, 1801. 

His Excellency Gov. H. M. Rector, Little Rock, Ark. : 

Sir: Colonel Hindman, Arkansas Volunteers, has been ordered, so 
soon as his regiment is organized, armed, and equipped, to proceed to 
Northeastern Arkansas, in the vicinity of Clark’s Bluffs, there to adopt 
defensive measures for protection of the State. It is desired that you 
will furnish him with arms, ammunition, &c., as he remains within the 
State and has been advised that his armament would be furnished hy 
you. 

It has been reported that provisions captured at Helena and Napo- 
leon were placed under your control. It is requested that you will 
place them subject to the order of Colonel Hindman, regiment Arkansas 
volunteers, to be used and accounted for as stores belonging to the 
Confederate States service. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General . 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Missouri State Guard, 

No. 11. j Jefferson City, Mo., June 12, 1801. 

I. The commanders of the military districts of the Missouri State 
Guard will immediately assemble all the available troops in their re- 
spective districts for actual service. 

II. The forces of the third district will, as they assemble, march hy 
regiments, battalions, or companies, without delay, to Boone vi lie, 
Cooper County, which will be the rendezvous. On their arrival at this 
place the commanders of such regiments, battalions, and companies, 
will report to the senior officer present, wlio will report each arrival to 
these headquarters and to the commanders of the Sixth Military Dis- 
trict. 

III. The forces of the first, second, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, and ninth will assemble in camp, the place to be designated 
by the respective district com manders, who will repair in jiersoii "to said 
camp and superintend the organization and equipment of their com- 
mands. They will from time to time report to these headquarters the 
number and condition of their command. 
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JV. The district quartermasters and commissaries will use all the 
means at their command in their respective districts to furnish supplies 
for this movement, and will make requisitions on the Quartermaster- 
G-eneral and Commissary-General for fends. 

By command Maj. Gen. S. Price: 

HENRY LITTLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Special Orders, ) 

No. 14. ] 

You are hereby ordered to immediately cause to be destroved all rail- 
road bridges and telegraph wires in your vicinitv. 

By command Maj. Gen. S. Price : • 

HENRY LITTLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Proclamation by the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation. 

June 14, 1861. 

Whereas the general council of the Choctaw Nation, on the 10th 
day of June, 1861, by resolution declared that in consequence of the 
dissolution of the United States, by the withdrawal of eleven States 
formerly comprising a part of said Government, and their formation 
into a separate government, and the existing war consequent thereon 
between the States, and the refusal on the part of that portion of the 
States claiming to be, and exercising the functions of the Government 
ol, the United States to comply with solemn treaty stipulations between 
tlm Government of the United States and the Choctaw 'Nation, said 
nation was absolved from all obligations under said treaties, and thereby 
was left independent , and tree to enter into alliance with other govern- 
ments, and to take such other steps as may be necessary to secure the 
safety and welfare of the nation. * 

And whereas the general council of the Choctaw Nation did further 
resolve that the interest and safety of the Choctaw people require that 
an alliance be made with the Southern Confederacy, and did appoint 
commissioners to negotiate a treaty of alliance and amity; and whereas 
the defense of the nation against invasion, and the preservation of 
order and the due execution of the laws of the nation, which have been 
extended over all persons within the limits thereof, require the organi- 
zation of an efficient military corps, and all of which it is proper should 
be made known to the Choctaw people and to the world : 

Now, therefore, I, George Hudson, principal chief of the Choctaw 
Nation, do hereby publish and proclaim that the Choctaw Nation is, 
and of right ought to be, free and independent ; that all citizens and 
residents of said nation between the ages of 18 and 45 years,, subject 
to military duty, are required to enroll, either in the volunteer or the 
reserve militia, according to law, and to hold themselves in readiness 
to turn out for the defense of the nation at a minute’s warning, for the 
preservation of order and the protection of life and property, or in aid 
of the civil authorities in the general execution of the laws, and (in 
accordance with a law passed by the general council) that Apuck- 
shanubbee district shall furnish three volunteer companies, consisting 
of not less than 64 privates, 4 commissioned officers, 5 non-cotnmis- 
38 R R— ' VOL III 



I. ' 


594 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [Chap. X. 


sioned officers, and 1 bugler, nor more than 100 to each company ; two 
companies of like strength from Pushmataha district, and two from 
Mosholatubbee district; making in all 700 men, as near as possible, will 
be enrolled, elect tlieir officers, and report themselves ready for imme- 
diate service in the mounted regiment of Choctaw and Chickasaw rifle- 
men called for by the Confederate States of America, to be commanded 
bvCol. D. H. Cooper, of C. S. Army; and, further, I require that all 
free male persons not subject to military duty under the laws of the 
nation shall forthwith form themselves into squads of patrol, under a 
headman to be chosen by themselves, in each neighborhood, as “ Home 
Guards ” for the protection of the country and preservation of order, 
whenever the volunteer and reserve militia of the nation shall have 
been called into active service. The sheriffs of- each county are re- 
quired by law to enroll and report a list of all those capable of military 
service, either in the volunteer or reserve militia, to the adjutant- general 
of the Choctaw Nation. I hereby appeal to all persons in the nation to 
render prompt obedience to all civil and military officers, and enjoin 
all civil and military officers to be prompt in the discharge of their 
duty. Our position now requires that every effort be used to defend 
the country and repress all disorderly and unlawful acts. 

Given under my hand and seal, as principal chief of the Ghoctaw 
Nation, at the executive office, in the town of D oaks vide, on the 14tli 
day of June, A. D. 1861. 

I g l 5 GEORGE HUDSON-, 

. L Principal Chief Choctaw Nation . 

By the principal chief : 

L. P. Pitohlynn, National Secretary. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brig-ade, 

Fort Smith , Arlc., June 14, 1S61. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir : The bearer of this communication (Captain Green) has been 
sent by the governor of the State of Missouri to urge upon me the 
necessity of advancing a force into the State to give countenance to the 
secessionists in their attempt to free themselves from the yoke which 
has been placed upon them. The governor is ready for the crisis, and 
he only wants the aid of a force from this quarter to put his forces in 
action*. Captain Green will give you all the necessary information in 
regard to the views and secret movements of the governor of his State. 

I think the proposition made by the governor is one of great impor- 
tance to the Confederate Government, and I hope may meet with your 
favorable consideration. I will briefly lay before you a plan of opera- 
tions. As I have before communicated to you, the chief of the Ohero- 
kees is not willing to have a force marched into his country , and he 
desires to remain neutral. The only way to force his country into the 
Confederacy is to throw a force into the northeastern portion of this 
State, take possession of Fort Scott on the Missouri line, and subjugate 
that portion of Kansas. I am satisfied that Lane has no force yet of 
any importance, and the occupation of Fort Scott would not only place 
Kansas in my power, but would give heart and countenance to our 
friends in Missouri, and accomplish the very object for which I was 
sent here, preventing a force from the North invading the Indian Ter- 
ritory. ' All the border counties on the western line of Missouri are 
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with us. We would therefore be able to draw our supplies from them. 
After strengthening myself at Fort Scott - I could, by co-operating with 
Missouri, take such a position on the Kansas Fiver as I might desire. 

In order to carry out this plan I would again respectfully apply to 
have the Western Military Division of Arkansas put under my orders, 
with authority to muster the troops now in it (about 1,000) into the 
provisional forces, and to accept such other regiments and battalions 
until my force is at least 7,000 strong. The Indians are much opposed 
to inarching out ot their country. They are willing to organize for its 
defense, but want to remain in it. From what I have seen of them, I do 
not think it would be prudent to march them into Kansas, for they 
would be difficult to restrain, and I should much fear the censures that 
would be heaped on our Government by employing them. If the State 
of Arkansas is supplied with sufficient arms, I will have no difficulty in 
getting the requisite force, but as this matter is of the utmost impor- 
tance, I think if a well-drilled regiment is available it should be at once 
sent to report to me. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McOULLOCH, 
Brigadier- G-eneral, Commanding. 


L. P. Walker : 


Tittle Rock, Ark., June 21, 1861. 


We have a large armed force in the field, say 8,000 men. Missouri 
calls for our aid, which cannot be effectively furnished under State 
authority. We will turn over this force by their consent to the Con- 
federate Government, including arms, with the provision that the arms 
are to be so used as to secure ample protection and security to Arkansas 
iu future. In contemplation of this proposition we have called no gen- 
eral officer into the field; making prompt and speedy answer highly 
important It is suggested that an active campaign in Missouri would 
aid Virginia. Please reply promptly. 

H. M. BEOTOR, 

Governor, and President Military Board. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Fort Smith , Arlc. : June 22, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War: 

_ Sir: I have the honor to transmit the inclosed copy of a communica- 
tion from John Boss, the principal chief of the Cherokee Hatton. 

Under all the circumstances of the case I do not think it advisable to 
march into the Cherokee country at this time unless there is some ur- 
gent necessity for it. If the views expressed in my communication to 
you of the 14th instant are carried out, it will, I am satisfied, force the 
conviction on the Oherokees that they have but one course to pursue — 
that is, to join the Confederacy. The Choctaw and Chickasaw regiment 
will be kept on the south of them ; Arkansas will be to the east ; and 
with my force on the western border of Missouri no force will be able to 
march into the Cherokee Nation, and surrounded as they will be by 
Southern troops, they will have but one alternative at all events. From 
my position to the north of them, in any event, I will have a controlling. 
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mower over them. I am satisfied from my interview with John Boss 
L ( i f r0D1 bi s communication that he is only waiting tor some favorable 
opportunity to put himself with the North. His neutrality is only a 

pretest to await the issue of events. 

I have the honor to he, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoOULLOOH, 
Briaadier- General . G'ominandina. 


[Inclosure.l 

Executive Department, O. NT., 

Park mil, mine 17, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, 

Commanding Troops of Confederate States, Fort Smith, Ark. : 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge by the first .return mail the 
receipt of your communication, dated at Fort Smith, Ark., the 12 th in- 
stant, informing me that you have been sent by the Government of the 
Confederate States of America to take command of the district embrac- 
ing the Indian Territory, and to guard it from invasion by the people 
of the North. For the expression of your friendship be pleased to ac- 
cept my heartfelt thank, and the assurance that I cherish none other 
than a similar sentiment for yourself and people. I am also grati fied to 
be informed that you will not interfere with any of our rights and 
wishes unless circumstances compel you to do so, nor violate or molest 
our neutrality without good cause. In regard to the -ponding conilicfc 
between the United States and Confederate States, I have already sig- 
nified my purpose to take no part in it whatever, and have admonished 
the Cherokee people to pursue the same course. The determination to 
adopt that course was the result of considerations of law and policy, 
and seeing no reasons to doubt its propriety, I shall adhere to it in good 
faith, and" hope that the Cherokee people will not fail to follow my ex- 
ample. I have not been able to see any reason why the Cherokee 
Nation should take auy other course, .for it seems to me to be dictated 
by their treaties and sanctioned by wisdom and humanity. It ought 
not to give ground for complaint to either side, and should, cause our 
rights to be respected by botb. Our country and institutions are 'our 
own. However small the one and humble the others, they are as sacred 
and valuable to us as are those of your own populous and wealthy State 
to yourself and people. We have done nothing to bring about the con- 
flict in which you are engaged with your own people, and I am unwill- 
ing that my people shall become its victims, and I am determined to do 
no act that shall furnish auy pretext to either of the contending parties 
to overran our country and destroy our rights. If we are destined to bo 
overwhelmed, it shall not he through any agency of mine. The United 
States are pledged not to disturb us in our rights, nor can we for a mo- 
ment suppose that your Government will do it, as the avowed principles 
upon which it is struggling for an acknowledged existence are the rights 
of the States and freedom from outside interference. The Cherokee 
people and Government have given every assurance in their power of 
their sympathy and friendship for the people of Arkansas and of other 
Confederate States, unless it be in voluntarily assuming an attitude of 
hostility towards the Government of the United States, with whom 
their treaties exist and from whom they are not experiencing any new 
burdens or exactions. That I cannot advise them to do, and hope that 
their good faith in adhering to the requirements of their treaties and 
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of tlieir friendship for all the whites will be manifested by strict ob- 
servance of the neutrality enjoined. 

Your demand that those peo’ple of the nation who are in favor of 
joining the Confederacy be allowed to organize into military companies 
as Home Guards, for the purpose of defending themselves in case of in- 
vasion from the North, is most respectfully declined. I cannot give my 
consent to any such organization for very obvious reasons : First, it 
would be a palpable violation of my position as a neutral ; second, it 
would place in our midst organized companies not authorized by our 
laws but in violation of treaty, and who would soon become efficient 
instruments in stirring up domestic strife and creating internal difficul- 
ties among the Cherokee people. As in this connection you have mis- 
oppreh ended a remark made in conversation at our interview some eight 
or ten, days ago, I hope you will allow me to repeat what I did say. 
I informed you that I had taken a neutral position, and would maintain 
it honestly, but that in case of a foreign invasion, old as I am, I would 
assist in repelling it. I have not signified any purpose as to an inva- 
sion of our soil and an interference with our rights from the United or 
Confederate States, because I have apprehended none, and cannot give 
my consent to any. , 

I have the honor to be, sir-, your obedient servant, 

JNG. BOSS, 

Principal Chief Cherokee Nation. 


KicmiOND, June 22, 1861. 

Gov. H. M. Beotor, Little Hook, Ark. : 

The Arkansas troops we will receive with the regiment organized ac- 
cording to the law of Congress, and Arkansas, as every other State, 
will receive watchful care of the Government. 

L. P. WALKEB. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Port Smith, Ark., June 23, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in the organization of a 
Creek regiment there will be some difficulty, as there are two parties, 
known as the Upper and Lower Creeks. I would therefore respectfully 
recommend that instead of receiving a regiment, two battalions be re- 
ceived, one from the Upper Creeks and another from the Lower Creeks, 
allowing them to elect their own officers. 

I have heard that Colonel Garrett, formerly the Creek agent, has 
been recommended to you to command the regiment. I hope the 
appointment will not be made, for Colonel Garrett is in no way qualified 
for the position, and from what I know of his habits, I am satisfied that 
a worse appointment could not be made. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General Commanding. 
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Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,. 

Richmond, June 25, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Wi» J. Hardee, Memphis,. Tenn. : 

Sir ■ Herewith, you will receive the appointment of brigadier-general 
of provisional forces in the service of the Confederate States. Your 
command will embrace that portion of Arkansas lying west of the White 
and Black Rivers and north of the Arkansas River to the Missouri line. 
The general purpose of this assignment is to ivateh over and pimtech 
the country within the limits referred to, and also that part of the State 
of Missouri contiguous thereto. Besides the regiment from .Arkansas 
under the command of Colonel Hindman, recently ordered there, it is 
the purpose of the Department to send an additional force ot about 
3 000 men in that direction. You will establish your headquarters at 
such point within the district referred to as will best subserve the pur- 
pose of your command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, COOPER 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Pine Bluff, June 25, 1SG1. 
Hon. L. P. Walker : • 

Before leaving I understood of you that the incumbents of the Indian 
agencies west of Arkansas would be continued. I believed it wise. I 
beg of you earnestly to send them their appointments promptly. 

The movement of our Indians into our Confederacy will be natural 
and easy if under the lead of the officers and agents they are accus- 
tomed to be led and advised by ; but strike them out, put in new men, 
and then propose to chauge their allegiance, with war before them, and 
with doubts as to their annuities and the debts due them, and the nature 
of their own governments hereafter, and a new and necessarily untrained 
and ignorant set of agents to explain, to control, or to advise them, and 
it will all be unfortunate— very, very unfortunate. 

My old friend the Hon. D. Hubbard is sick, and stays at Dr. Grif- 
fith’s, at Port Smith. With his good heart it is to be expected he will 
be desirous to support Dr. Griffith’s wishes, and Dr. Griffith wants to 
be appointed superintendent in place of E. Rector. Do not allow this 
to be done. Hold everything as it is until peace and unity are attained, 
and then make all the changes you think proper; but not now not 
now, by all manner of means. 

I do earnestly beg you to keep your agencies as they were. They are 
good and true men, and popular and qualified with, the tribes and their 
business. Restore and commission Elias Rector, superintendent ; Jolm 
Crawford, Cherokee agent; William Q.uesenbury, Creek agent; Samuel 
M. Rutherford, Seminole agent; and Matthew Deeper, Wichita agent; and 
if Cooper has resigned (which I fear is the case), appoint Richard 1 . 
Pulliam (who is the next "best living man on earth for the place, I be- 
lieve) as agent of the Choctaws. With this programme you will have 
peace and success ; without it, no one can tell your troubles or our mis- 
fortunes on this frontier. 

If you raise an Indian regiment, I commend to yon J . W. Washburne 
for quartermaster. He is a favorite with them (particularly with the 
Creeks), and is a man of talent and capacity. 

In conclusion, it is proper, as I am so much of a stranger to you, that 
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I should apologize for any seeming abruptness of expression in my 
letter, for in none of it is there aught but the haste of a letter written in 
the pain and weakness of a sickbed, and dictated by a sentiment ot 
that sincere respect of which it is begged you will he assured by your 
obedient servant, 

E. W. JOHNSON. 


Richmond, Ya., June 25, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Dayis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Sir: Permit me respectfully to suggest to you that in the event that 
the Confederate States forces find it necessary to advance into Missouri, 
they might find it advantageous to have among both their men and 
their officers as many Missourians as possible. To that end, if the Hon. 
E. Carrington Cabell could be attached in some suitable position, as 
aide-de-camp or otherwise, to the staff of the commanding officer of 
those forces, and should; Mr. Cabell be willing to accept the position, 
I decidedly advise its being done. His high standing in Missouri, as 
also elsewhere, his sound judgment, practical common sense, and thor- 
ough acquaintance with the condition of affairs in Missouri, would 
enable him to he of essential service. As an officer of militia cavalry 
he acquired sufficient knowledge of military affairs to justify such an 
appointment. 

I remain, Mr. President, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. 0. REYNOLDS. 


flrulqrsoment.] 


Hon. E. 0. Caeell: 


Please read the within, and give me your views and wishes thereon. 
Your friend, 


JEFFERSON DAYIS. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 

Bielmondj June 26, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, 

Commanding , etc., Port Smith , Ark. ; 

General : In reply to your communication of the 14th instant, ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of War, I am instructed to say that you are 
authorized, should you think proper, to take position at Fort Scott, 
and that you may give such assistance to Missouri as will subserve the 
main purpose of your command. If an invasion of Kansas is rendered 
necessary for that purpose, it will be a question for you to determine, 
after fully considering the consequences as affecting the neutrality of 
the Cherokees, which should not be disregarded if it is possible by 
diplomacy to prevent it; the great object of your command being not 
only to conciliate the. Indian nations, but to obtain their active co-opera- 
tion with us in prosecuting the war. You will perceive that by exciting 
the hostility of the Cherokee Nation the prospect of a successful termi- 
nation of your command will be greatly diminished. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

JPort Smith, Arlc ., June 29, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War , Richmond , Va. : 

Sir : I have the honor to state to yon that I will leave here to-mor- 
row morning with the regiments of -Arkansas and Louisiana volunteers 
to march to Mavsville, on the northwestern fiontier of ^ .Arkansas. 
General Pearce is already there with 900 men. Missouri has been 
crushed, and all of her forces are falling back from the Federal troops 
in the State. I have authentic information that a. force of nearly o,000 
Federal troops are now in Springfield, Mo., and that General Lyon, with 
9 000 men, will soon be with them. From reliable information it is the 
intention to enter this State, and the Indian Territory. Under these 
circumstances I have deemed it necessary to issue a proclamation, call- 
in^ all the men of Western Arkansas to arms for the emergency, and 
totally upon Fayetteville, twenty miles from Maysville. I hope soon to 
have such a force at my disposal on the northern frontier to drive this 
force back ; at all events to keep them from entering the State. The 
Texas regiment has orders to join me as soon as possible. It has not 
yet reported here. My embarrassment here has been very great. Sent 
here without a force, without transportation, and without arms, I have 
found myself very much crippled ; but by taking the necessary respon- 
sibility I have organized a train, the necessary staff department, called 
for an additional force, and am determined to march against this force 
to hold it in check, and, if an opportunity occurs, to strike them a blow 
in Missouri. I hope that I will be sustained in all the steps that I have 
deemed it necessary to take. 

We are much in need of arms and ammunition. Is it not possible to 
send me a supply t 

From the last accounts such of the State troops of Missouri as are 
still under the command of the governor and General Bains are falling 
back from the Federal forces toward the southwestern corner of the 
State. I have sent reliable men to them, with advice to fall back and 
form a junction with me. / 

i have the honor to be, sir, 

BEF. McOULLGOH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Bichmond, July 2, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

Mt Dear Sir: As Governor Beynolds was about leaving Bichmond 
he told me he would make the suggestion which he has made in his 
letter of the 25th of June, which you inclose to me to-day. 

The proposition was new and unexpected, and, at first presentation, 
I told Governor Beynolds that the position alluded to would not suit 
me. But further consideration has brought my mind to the conclusion 
that I have no right to decline a position which may enable me to 
render important service to our country. My heart and soul are in this 
cause, and I have long since resolved to devote myself as far as prac- 
ticable to its success. 

To insure the accession of Missouri to the Confederate States has 
been the object of mv labors for several months past. This great result 
may, and I feel confident will, be attained. But it is secondary to the 
cause of Southern independence, and should it fail, which God forbid, 
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and which 1 do not apprehend, I shall be none* the less devoted to that 
cause ; for I shall never reside, and I would rather bury my c hil dren 
than have them live in, any State which, willingly or unw illin gly, 
remains under the rule of the men of the Northern portion of the late 
United States. 

The suggestion of Governor Eeynolds is certainly a good one, that 
there would be great advantage in the presence of Missourians with 
such forces of the Confederate States as may be required to advance 
into Missouri ; and it is probable that in this connection I may be of 
more benefit to our cause than in any other. If so, and I now incline 
to that opinion, I would prefer the appointment suggested ; but I shall 
be most happy to render service in any position which mav be assigned 
mo; only let me go where it is deemed I can be most useful. 

I am sincerely obliged to you, my dear sir, for your kin d indorse- 
ment on the letter oLGovernor Eeynolds, which I return. 

With great respect, I am, yours, most cordially, 

E. C. CABELL. 


Pocahontas, Ark., July 2, 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States , Richmond, Va. : 

Sir: I notified you several days ago that a rendezvous had been 
appointed for the exiled Missourians at this place, and as I am here to 
organize them, I will notify you of the rumors which the men bring 
from the different portions of the State, as some of them may occasion- 
ally be of importance, and not reach you through the ordinary channels 
of communication. 

Governor Jackson has undoubtedly gone into the southwest corner 
of the State, probably directly to McCulloch’s camp. A portion of his 
cabinet are with him. I also hear from tolerably reliably authority that 
Lieutenant-Governor Eeynolds is with him, although I know that he 
started to Eichmond, Ya., from Nashville, only about ten days ago. As 
General Price has been sick, and if now in the field at all his head- 
quarters are unknown to any one in this portion of the country, there- 
fore there is no system or plan of campaign for the people to go by, 
and the organisations which are now going on may either be broken 
up or rendered entirely inefficient for want of a leader. The funds of 
the State of Missouri are locked up in the banks, and every town in 
the State in which there is a bank is now in the possession of Federal 
troops. Every railroad, telegraph, and mail is also in their hands, and 
the only way the fifty to one hundred thousand gallant young soldiers 
can be made available and the rich prize of this great State secured is 
by a powerful demonstration from this portion of the country, which 
will attract the attention of friends and foes alike, giving confidence to 
one and striking terror to the other. 

Missouri has no great leader in whom the people have confidence. 
Price and Doniphan are neither equal to the occasion, and besides these 
two there are none with a sufficient reputation to inspire that confi- 
dence which is necessary to bring out the people, surrounded as they 
are by so many enemies. There are men in Missouri who are com- 
petent, or rather capable, but they are unknown to the people ; there- 
fore please send us a leader and a few arms, and Missouri’s sons can 
rid her soil of the pollution which now infests her, and rush into line 
with her Southern sisters in double-quick time. 
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If Lieutenant-Governor Reynolds lias been to see you these remarks 
are superfluous, but I mention them for fear he may have returned to 

Missouri without having seen you. . . .. T , A 

I herewith send you a small map of Missouri, on which I have 
marked the military districts and the brigadier-generals commanding 
each district, which may be of use to the War Department) and I 
would here remark that I am personally acquainted with all the leading 
men in the State, and probably know the military resources better than 
any one and at any time that I can be of service to the cause of the 
Southern Confederacy, either individually or officially, I am at your 

command. _ . . , . ^ 

I suppose by this time Colonel Bowen’s regiment is lull, but it you 
will receive another Missouri regiment I can have one at your service 

at any time in a week. . .. ... 

.A.ny commanication you may liavo to send, to any ono in lVlibsomi 
by mail this is the most accessible point, as the people here and beyond 
the line are in constant intercourse. 

Excuse the length of this letter, as my interest in the cause is great. 
I would respectfully refer you, if you should have forgotten my pre- 
vious letters, to Andrew Hunter, of Jefferson; Daniel DeJarnett, of 
Caroline; or H. P. Poindexter, of Richmond. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

’ M. JEFE. THOMPSON, 

Of Saint Joseph, Mo. 


■ Memphis, Tenn., July 3, 1S61. 

Hon. L. P. WALKE R, Secretary of War , Richmond, Va. : 

Dear Sir : Inclosed you will please find copy of a telegram sent you 
on the Slst ultimo from Little Rock, Ark* I have never received an 
answer. I know you are worried to death with letters, importunities, 
&c., but the fact is, General McCulloch’s command is in a very bad fix 
as regards arms. His cavalry regiment, commanded by Colonel Church- 
ill, are armed with old muskets, flint-and-steel locks, and bayonets ; no 
cartridge-boxes, bayonet scabbards, or belts, and he is in great want of 
ammunition. Be pleased to answer the dispatch. I am here in Mem- 
phis, having the cartridge-boxes, bayonet scabbards, and belts made. 
General Hardee is here. He has requested me to say to you that he 
wishes Mr. John Pope, of Little Rock, Ark., appointed quartermaster 
for his division. Mr. Pope is the grandson of John Pope, who was for- 
merly governor of Kentucky. He is a gentleman, and is well suited tor 
the position, and would give universal satisfaction to all ; can give a 
bond for any amount, and can give you any recommendation you might 
wish. General Hardee is very anxious to secure his services, and has 
written you on this subject. Should you appoint him, be pleased to let 
him know it as soon as possible. I succeeded in getting fresh quarter- 
master provisions to him without any loss, and took a receipt lor it in 
good order. General McCulloch is on his way to the Missouri frontier. 
I am busy getting subscriptions of cotton and produce for the Confed- 
erate States. I write this letter in a great hurry, as the bearer is. about 
to leave. 

Yerv truly, your friend, &c., 

y JOHN A. JORDAN. 


Not found. 
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War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond , July 4, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Fort /Smith , Arlc. 

General: Your communication of the 22d June has been received. 
Your policy in regard to Boss, the principal chief of the Oherokees, has 
my approbation. It is well to pursue a conciliatory course with this 
chief, "so long" ns it not only involves no detriment to the cause, but em- 
braces a prospect of immediate advantage. 

Keeping steadily in view the great object of your command, you will 
avail yourself of any fitting opportunity of co-operation with Missouri j 
that is, when it is quite clear that co-operation will be likely to avail, as 
suggested in previous communications. 

The position of Missouri as a Southern State still in the Union re- 
quires, as you will readily perceive, much prudence and circumspection, 
and it should only be when necessity and propriety unite that active 
and direct assistance should be afforded by crossing the boundary and 
entering the State before communicating with this Department. 

In the progress of events it might be possible that the most effective 
co-operation would be for you to penetrate Kansas, whether through 
the Indian nation or Missouri to be determined by the special facts that 
may arise or the circumstances which may exist, of which, front the re- 
moteness of the position, it would be impossible for this Department to 
receive information in time to give you specific and definite instructions. 

Yery respectfully, 


L. P. WALKED, 

Secretary of War. 


Bichmond, Ya., July 6, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of Confederate States of America : 

Sir : If not inconsistent with your views of constitutional powers, 
and if you have the troops at your command, I respectfully recommend 
that at least 10,000 well-appointed troops be concentrated on the north- 
ern border of Arkansas at the earliest practicable moment, within the 
military district of Brigadier-General Hardee, and a like number, if 
possible, within the department of Major-General Polk, and that both 
of these officers be distinctly authorized to enter the State of Missouri, 
to drive back and to pursue the enemy now threatening the invasion of 
Arkansas and a descent on Tennessee, as far into Missouri as they deem 
prudent and advisable. I would also respectfully ask that more specific 
instructions be given to General McCulloch, authorizing him to enter 
the State of Missouri with the same object and for the same purpose. 
None but the enemies of the. Confederate States and of Missouri will pro- 
test against this — none others will object; but all whose wishes you 
would respect invite and will cordially welcome your troops in the State. 
I make this request' because I have reason to know that the instructions 
to these officers are of so guarded a character as to produce doubt as to 
their authority and embarrassment as to their movements. 

I also respectfully recommend that, if practicable, the troops destined 
to operate in Korth Arkansas and Missouri be armed with muskets with 
bayonets, and that an extra amount of field artillery be sent with them. 
Any army you may send will be immediately re-enforced to any extent 
you may desire by Missourians, armed with the ordinary guns and rifles 
of the country, and volunteers from that State will be on the spot to 
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serve all the field pieces your army may have. There will also be at 
hand as many cavalry as you may want, but not regularly equipped. 
The Missourians will furnish promptly men and horses enough to drive 
every man of the enemy's forces far from Arkansas and back into Illi- 
nois. They want arms and organization, especially muskets with bayo- 
nets and field artillery. Under command of the accomplished generals 
you have sent to Arkansas organization will soon be effected, and the 
deficiency of small-arms, which you cannot furnish, will be partially, 
and perhaps effectively, supplied by the private arms of the Missouri 
volunteers. In this way, I confidently believe, the enemy may be driven 
out of Missouri, and thus the safety of Arkansas and Tennessee and of 
the whole valley of the Mississippi be effectually secured j for the troops 
of Mr. Lincoln will never venture to descend the river with an enemy in 
their rear so powerful as the State of Missouri in arms against them 
and threatening Illinois and Iowa. Thus may the military operations 
be transferred from Arkansas and Tennessee to Missouri, aud the bat- 
tles of those States be fought on Missouri soil, to which the people of 
Missouri cordially invite you. . . 

The danger of the invasion of Arkansas and the difficulty ot driving 
back the enemy’s forces threatening that State have been greatly in- 
creased by the delay, for the most part unavoidable, in sending troops 
to North Arkansas. Three weeks ago half the number would have 
accomplished the object, and every (lay’s delay adds to the difficulties 
to be overcome. In view of the importance of prompt action, and of 
the magnitude of the object to be effected, I trust you will pardon me 
for suggesting that a portion of the troops now organized and ready 
for the field in North Carolina, or some other of the (Confederate States, 
be dispatched to General Hardee’s command, and that General Polk be 
instructed to inquire if a portion of his command now in Tennessee 
could not with advantage to the service be ordered to Northeast Ar- 
kansas. . 

On the approach of any force you may order to the Missouri frontier, 
the citizens of Missouri will, as I have intimated, flock to your standard. 
They, as well as the executive of the State, desire that the chief mili- 
tary operations in the State shall be under the direction of your com- 
manding officers when they enter Missouri. 1 would therefore suggest 
that provision be made for a much larger force than you may send to 
Arkansas. There are thousands of Missourians willing and anxious to 
volunteer in the service of the Confederate States, with the expectation 
of being employed in repelling the threatened invasion of Arkansas, 
which they know can best, and indeed alone, be effected by driving- 
back the enemy’s forces now in Missouri and approaching the borders 
of Arkansas. Please inform me if you will receive volunteers from 
Missouri in companies or regiments, and how many and oil what condi- 
tions. Their organization may be effected in Missouri, but if that is 
deemed unadvisable, they may organize in Arkansas. More troops 
will certainly he wanted in that quarter, and I suggest that Missouri 
volunteers be organized and received, whether they can be armed at 
present or not. We hope that arms may be had soon, and when they 
come these troops will be on the spot, ready for action. Missouri can 
supplv brave and loyal men, if organized and armed, not only to drive 
out the invaders of her soil, but enough to furnish 30,000 good soldiers 
to fight the battles of the Confederate States elsewhere. Colonel 
Bowen’s regiment at Memphis is by this time full and with but few 
arms. It seems to me that there can be no more urgent demand for 
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arms than to complete the arming of -this regiment, 'which I recommend 
to he sent to G-eneral Hardee. 

. I have felt authorized to make these suggestions and recommenda- 
tions in consequence of your invitation to do so at our last personal in- 
terview. Your consideration of them, and as early a reply as conven- 
ient, will greatly oblige me. I hoped before this to have received an 
answer to my communication of the 22d of June. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. 0. CAB ELL. 


[Private.] Richmond, July 6, 1861. 

President Jefferson Davis : • 

My Dear Sir : A few days ago you inclosed to me a note from Gov- 
ernor Reynolds, of Missouri, in which he suggested that I be appointed 
an aide-de-camp to one of your general officers, who ’anight be required 
to enter Missouri to repel the threatened invasion of Arkansas. Your 
indorsement on the letter, asking my “views and wishes” on the sub- 
ject, I xiresume contemx>lated my appointment to such position if I 
desired it. In reply I stated that I would accept that or any other 
place which might be assigned me in which I could benefit my State 
or serve the cause of Southern independence. It is prox>er now that 
I should state to you that on reflection I am unwilling to leave Rich- 
mond for the present, and that I feel it my duty to remain here till 
some definite arrangement can be made with your Government as ad- 
vantageous as may be to the unfortunate citizens and endangered sov- 
ereignty of Missouri. The Congress of the Confederate States, which 
will meet in two weeks, may, and I trust will, authorize you to do what 
you do not now consider within the scope of your constitutional powers, 
notwithstanding your great sympathy for the people of Missouri in their 
unequal struggle for liberty, 

I thought I was justified in assuring my friends in Missouri that the 
result of my mission would be very different from what it has proved 
to be, and I have not the heart to go back to them and witness their 
sore disappointment at my failure to accomplish what was so confidently 
expected. When I shall have exhausted every effort to serve the peo- 
ple of Missouri here, whether successful or not, I shall be ready and 
am resolved to go into any field and to perform any service in which 
I can best advance the interest of the common cause of our common 
country. 

Believe me, my dear sir, to be, most cordially, your sincere friend and 
obedient servant, 

E. C. CABELL. 

P. S. — Let me ask your early attention to an official communication 
from me to-day. 


Richmond, Ya., July 8, 1861. 

Hon. E. C. Cabell : 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your several letters of June 
— , 1861,* of July 6, 1861, and another of same date, marked private ; 
also a printed copy of the proclamation of the governor of Missouri, 
bearing date June 12, 1861, which was inclosed in the first-named eoin- 


Not found. 
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munication. The last paragraph of the proclamation does not quite 
accord with the general proposition submitted by you. Accept my 
thanks for the information furnished by you. Tour recommendations, 
requests, and suggestions have been noted, and your letters referred to 
the Secretary of War for file and future reference. You have been 
heretofore advised of the sympathy I feel for the cause of Missouri so 
graphically and feelingly described. Constant occupation leaves me 
little time for correspondence ; but were it otherwise, you surely would 
not expect me to reply to your requisitions by stating the force and 
stores of the Confederate States to show that your large wants could 
not now be supplied, or by discussing with you questions of the consti- 
tutional power of the Executive. 

Yery respectfully, yours, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Camp Jackson, Aril ., July 9, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War , Richmond , Ya. : 

Sir : I have the honor to state that I returned to this camp to-day. 
It is 2 miles from Maysville, Ark., and 7 miles from the northern bound- 
ary of the State. I started from this position on the 4th instant with 
Churchill’s regiment of mounted riflemen and 1,200 men of General 
Pearce’s brigade, under the command of the general. General Price, 
of Missouri, had reached a position in the northwestern corner of his 
State with 1,700 men. The general offered to march with me to the 
aid of the governor of his State, and joined my command as we passed 
his camp on the first day’s march. 

From authentic information I had learned that the governor of Mis- 
souri had formed a junction with General Rains and was endeavoring 
to make his way to General Price’s camp, and also that every effort 
was being made by the Northern troops to cut him off. A force of 
2,400 well-drilled troops were marching north towards Carthage against 
him ; a force of 3,000 were marching south, rapidly gaining upon him. 
Rumors were also afloat that a force was marching from the northeast, 
under General Lyon, and still another was marching against him from 
Kansas. Under these circumstances I knew there was no time to be 
lost, and if the forces inarching against the governor could concentrate 
upon him, his force of disorganized, undisciplined men would probably 
be cut to pieces, and Missouri fall entirely under the control of the 
North. I at once saw Generals Pearce and Price, and concerted a plan 
of operations. 

I had a few days previous issued a proclamation to the people of 
Western Arkansas calling them to arms, as their State was threatened. 
The effect of the proclamation had gathered a force of several hundred 
men at Fayetteville, Ark. I ordered Colonel McRae, of Arkansas, to 
take command of this force and make a demonstration on Springfield 
with it. I found out afterwards, through intercepted orders, that the 
effect of the demonstration was to call back portions of the force which 
was marching against the governor. 

On the 5th instant I found from authentic information that if the 
governor was to be rescued by my command, it was necessary to move 
with more celerity than the infantry and artillery could march. I 
therefore moved oil with about 3,000 cavalry, leaving the infantry and 
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artillery in camp 28 miles north, of this camp. Upon arriving within 12 
miles of Neosho I ascertained that the force had already left that place 
and inarched north against the governor, leaving a detachment in 
Neosho between 100 and 300 men.' 1 immediately sent two columns of 
cavalry on different roads to capture the detachment— one column of 
six companies, under Colonel Churchill, and another, under Captain 
McIntosh, of live companies, The movement was entirely successful, 
and 137 prisoners fell into my hands, with 150 stand of arms, 1 color, 7 
wagons (loaded with subsistence stores), and an ambulance. In the 
hurry of reporting this affair I made the amount of property and pris- 
oners captured less than it actually was. Dui’ing the night, having 
heard that a heavy cannonading had been heard during the day to- 
wards the north, and knowing that the governor was fighting his way 
towards me, I immediately mounted my command, and reached Neosho 
before morning. After a short rest I started with the entire command, 
and after a rapid march of 20 miles I formed a junction with the governor, 
who Avas at the head of about 7,000 men. He had met about 10 miles 
north of Carthage the force of Federal troops, 2,000 strong, and had 
fought them nearly the whole of the preceding day, the Federal troops 
slowly falling back before him. They had evidently heard of our 
approach, and as soon as an opportunity occurred they had made a 
rapid retreat towards Springfield. The Missourians lost about 12 killed 
and GO wounded. They think the loss of the enemy was fully equal to 
theirs. 

Having made the movement without authority, and having accom- 
plished my mission, I determined to fall back to this position, and 
organize a force with a view of future operations.* 

The governor has determined to take position about 12 miles from 
me Avith his entire force, and effect an entire reorganization of it. He 
seems confident that if he had the necessary arms be could bring a 
force at once of 50,000 men into .the field. The force that was marching 
upon the governor’s rear will no doubt move on to Springfield, and I 
think there will be an urgent necessity in the course of a few days to 
make an attack upon that place, or a ve will receive an attack from their 
concentrated forces. Should I receive no instructions in the mean time, 
I think that I will, together with Generals Pearce and Price, make an 
advance upon it as soon as the different forces are sufficiently organ- 
ized to take the field. 

I would here beg leave to call the attention of the Department to the 
conduct of the men of my command during a rapid march of several 
days and nights, and some of the time without any other provision 
than beef and salt; but, notwithstanding everything, they bore them- 
selves like men, and their only regret seemed to be that they could not 
prove their strength against their Northern foes. I would take this 
occasion to call the attention of the Department to the conduct of Cap- 
tain McIntosh since his appointment on my staff. His services in the 
camp and in the field have been invaluable, and I hope that other 
officers of military experience may be sent to my command for duty 
with it. 

I would again beg leave to call your attention to the fact that neither 
arms nor ammunition have been furnished me, and that the Texas reg- 
iment will soon be with me. They only received 1,600 single-barreled 
pistols and a few sabers from the arsenal at San Antonio. I am also 


* See Walker to McCulloch, July 26, and McCulloch to Benjamin, December 22, post. 
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mucli crippled for the want of the necessary funds. I hope you Mill 
see proper to have my requisitions filled at once. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoCULLOOEL, 
Brigadier- General, Comm ctnclTny, 


Bentonville, Ark., July IS, 1801. 
Major-General Price, Commanding Missouri Troops : 

General: I find it impossible to occupy any point near tli <3 State 
line owing to the scarcity of water and supplies 5 consequently, 1 \m 
remain in this neighborhood until I learn more of the movements til 
the enemy. If I could be informed, at short notice, of the advanr.tt of 
the enemy from Neosho towards you, we could reach you in time to 
support you, in the event of your checking him on Buffalo Greek. A 
day or two will develop his plans, and I may return to my former eiimp 
or one still nigher to you. If there were supplies to be had, I would at 
once occupy Pineville. As soon as I hear from you and the . enemy, I 
intend making an examination of the road as far as Oassville in erst hi, 
so as to be able, if necessary, to take a position near that point. 

Please keep me well informed of the movements of the enemy, mid 
oblige your obedient servant, 

* BEN. MoOULLOOBC, 

Brigadier- General , Comm ctvwli nij . 


[July IS, 1801. | 

General Pollds memorandum. 


Adj utant- General Little’s estimate on the 15th J uly : McOnllooh lmil 
2,500', in three regiments, without the Texas regiment, whicli. i« u inter* 
stood to be, with extra companies, say, 1,500. Besides these tlrem warn 
going to McCulloch three companies; 


Iu all, say 

General Pearce, of Arkansas o fill!) 

Price’s returns were (and 4,500 arms, 8 pieces of artillery) 7 , Hill 

In Bradley’s command :,(KI 

15, HOI) 

[Not explained] - !<;, mill 


Total... - ;p ( ;il)0 


Headquarters Bipley County Battalion 

Camp Burrows , July lo, j[801 

Joseph Tucker, Esq., 

Editor of the State Journal , Saint Louis: 

Dear Sir: If there is any way to communicate with tine governor 
through any person in Saint Louis, please let me know it. X am ad y. Hie- 
ing, and General Yell will follow me in a few days with 5,000 men ' Ilo 
will take position between Holla and Ironton, and act as cironmn-fcauces 
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dictate. Geneial Watkins will move up, sustained by General Pillow, 
and it proper energy is exercised, we can drive the enemy north of the 
Missouri and into Saint Louis in 30 days. You will please let me hear 
ii om } on, verbally or not, through the person through whom this passes : 
and please send the Daily Journal for a short time to Doniphan, as it 
will be sent to me by my couriers. ’ 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Commanding Ripley County Battalion. 


Little Rock, Ark., July 17, 1861. 
General S. Cooper, Adjutant- General : 

General: I have the honor herewith to inclose the articles of agree- 
ment entered into by the military board of Arkansas and myself, by 
which the troops, arms, and munitions now in the service of the, State 
of Arkansas are to be transferred to the Confederate States. 

I desire to call attention to the provision by which the State of Ar- 
kansas agrees to furnish the troops of the State of Arkansas in the serv- 
ice of the Confederate States with clothing equal in amount to that 
required by the regulations of the Confederate States (the same as that 
in the IT. S. service), and for which the State of Arkansas is to receive 
from the Confederate States the commutation allowance allowed to 
soldiers for clothing in the Confederate service* 

I shall leave for Pocahontas to-day. 

Respectfully, 


W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Articles of transfer of Arlcansas Volunteers to the Confederate States. 


July 15, 1861. 

The military board of the State of Arkansas, upon the part of and in 
behalf of the State of Arkansas, and Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee upon the 
part of the Government of the Confederate States of America, agree to 
the following stipulations and terms in regard to the use and control of 
the forces, arms, munitions, and supplies now in the service of the State 
of Arkansas : ' 

1. The military board of the State of Arkansas, upon the part of and 
in behalf of the State of Arkansas, hereby transfers to the Government 
of the Confederate States of America (their consent having previously 
been obtained) all the troops now in the service of the State of Arkan- 
sas, consisting of the following regiments, battalions, companies, and 
detachments: The First Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel 
Cleburne; the Second Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel Gra- 
tiot; the Third and Fourth Regiments of Infantry, attached to General 
Pearce; the Fifth Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Col. David C. 
Cross; the Sixth Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel Lyon; 
the Seventh Regiment of Infantry, commanded by Colonel Shaver; the 
First Regiment of Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Carroll; the First 
Battalion of Cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Borland ; the 
Pulaski Artillery, commanded by Captain Woodruff; the Clarke County 


* See Walker to Rector and Hardee to Rector, August 8, pp. 635, 636. 
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military board of tbe State of Arkansas, upon the part of and 

in beh& o* tate of Arkansas, hereby ^ ^ 

of tbe arms and munitions of Avar now m the seiviee of. t he ,Um\ ( »<u. 
scribed troops, and such other arms and munitions asniay hermit (or lm 
deemed necessary to be transferred, to the Government of the 
ate States of America, upon an inventory being taken and a n ltl j f 
given for the same by Brigadier-General Hardee, or j 1 ^ 

may authorize to receipt for the same 5 the State ot Aikans. w it tn 11 ii„ 
her property in the arms, with the understanding that they 01 then 
equivalent shall be returned at tbe close ot tbe war. , . 

3 Tbe military board of the State of Arkansas, upon the part <d and 
in bebaltof tbe State of Arkansas, hereby transfers to the Government 
of the Confederate States of America all the commissary and quarter* 
master supplies belonging to the above-described troops, and agrees t o 
furnish them with an outfit consisting of horses for artillery, harness 
for artillery, ammunition wagons, caissons, with camp and garrison 
equipage, and the transportation necessary for field service. 

4 . Brigadier-General Hardee, upon the part ot and m behalf ol the 
Government of the Confederate States of America, agrees, either by 
himself or agent, to receipt for the above-described stores, out fit, ^ap- 
plies, and transportation, and stipulates that said Government ot t he 
Confederate States of America shall pay to the State of Arkansas t he 
amount expended, or to be expended, for said supplies, stores, 

5. The military board of the State of Arkansas, upon tlie part ot and 
in behalf of the State of Arkansas, agrees to furnish the necessary 
clothing prescribed in the Regulations of the Army of the Confederate 
States to the above-described troops during the period for which t hey 
enlisted, and Brigadier-General Hardee, upon the part of and in behalf 
of the Government of the Confederate States of America, st ipulates that 
said Government of the Confederate States of America shall pay to the 
State of Arkansas a sum equal to the cost of clothing of a non-commis- 
sioned officer or private in the Regular Army of the Confederat e 8 t-at.es 
for each soldier so furnished with clothing by the State of Arkansas. 

In testimony whereof the parties above named hereunto sign their 
names and affix their seals. 

Done at Little Rock, July 15, 1861. 

H. M. RBCTOB, 

Governor and ex officio President Military Board, 

BENJAMIN 0. TOTTEN. 

SAMUEL W. WILLIAMS. 

W. J. HARDEE, 

Brigadier-General , G. 3. Army. 

In the presence of— 

D. W. Davis, 

Secretary of Military Board. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Gamy on Sugar Greelc. near Bentonville , Mr 7c., July IS, 1801. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir : I have the honor to report for your information that I am now 
occupying this position on the Springfield road, about 7 miles from 
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Bentonvillo. My force is now Colonel Hebert’s regiment of Louisiana 
volunteers aggregate S68; Colonel Ohurctiill’s regiment of Arkansas 
niouuted riflemen, aggregate 768; Colonel Gratiot’s regiment of State 
J'jft n S& *|JSff re S a te 629 ; one battalion of Arkansas infantry, aggre- 

Kdd’ssA^^T° f m0Ullted rifl e m en, aggregate 156; Captain 
Kculs State battery of four guns, aggregate 73: making an aggregate 

of Confederate forces 2,069, and an aggregate of State forces 702. The 
total aggregate of my command is 2,771. 

Since niy last communication I have ascertained that General Lyon, 
who with Ins force of 3,000 was threatening the rear of the forces of 
the governor ot Missouri, has formed a junction with a Kansas force of 
r.’ 000 ? a “ (l . lias marched to Springfield, and is no doubt there by this 
irwSm rnf re-enforcement will swell the force at Springfield to 9,000 or 
10,000. Iliese forces are now busily engaged in fortifying Springfield, 
ila fl i am °i ^ ie opinion that all the Federal forces in the southern part 
of Missouri have concentrated at Springfield, and will be busily enga ged 
f () r some time in strengthening that place. I am anxious to march 
against them, and it all of t4e available force now near me could be de- 
d we could meet with success, or at least cut them 
oil eiitnely iroin their supplies and re-enforcements ; but upon consulting 
witli General Price, in command of the Missouri forces, I find that his 
force of 8,000 or 9,000 men is badly organized, badly armed, and now 
almost entirely out of ammunition. This force was made by the con- 
centration of different commands under their own generals. The con- 
sequence is that there is no concert of action among them, and will not 
be until a competent military man is put in command of the entire force 
Under these circumstances I do not think that there is any disposition 
on the part of the Missourians to advance until they are better ore- 
pared. L 


General Pearce, commanding the Arkansas State forces of the West- 
ern Division, is still at Camp Walker, near Maysville, Ark., with 2,200 
men. General McBride, I also learn, is at the head of about 2,000 Mis- 
sourians to the northeast of my position in Missouri. Were these forces 
properly armed, and supplied with the necessary ammunition, I think 
by rapid concentration we could drive the Federal forces out of Spring- 
field, release the secession prisoners now there, and give our friends a 
chance of rallying around us. At' present, however, the condition of 
the Missouri forces will not warrant me in marching with my small 
command. I have therefore chosen a strong position here, and will 
probably wait until the Missourians are prepared to act. I am satisfied 
that I can keep back any force that may be sent in this direction. 

In a communication to me you authorized me to receive Colonel Car- 
roll’s regiment, if it was either organized as an infantry or cavalry regi- 
ment. This regiment is now in the State forces, under General Pearce, 
and as there is no disposition to make it an infantry regiment, and 
knowing how inefficient it will be as cavalry on account of "tlie want of 
the proper arms, I have directed Captain McIntosh instead of it to mus- 
ter into service for twelve mouths oue battalion of infantry and one 
battalion of mounted riflemen. The infantry battalion is already mus- 
tered in and two companies of the mounted riflemen are also mustered 
in. Should other armed infantry companies present themselves I would 
respectfully request authority to increase the battalion to a regiment. 

The regiment of Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians is no doubt now all 
assembled at Scullyville, about 15 miles from Fort Smith. I will arm 
them as soon as the arms can be sent, and keep them there as a check 
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on tlie Cherokees. The same disposition will he made of the Greek 
regiment, should one be organized. 

I organized the battalion of mounted riflemen because the companies 
that will compose it are well acquainted with the country about here, 
and will be of much use as scouts, &e. I hope my action in regard to 
these matters will meet with your approval. 

The cavalry here is very inefficient, and 1 have sufficient already, and 
in fact too much, to supply with forage. 

I do not think that any force is now threatening the Indian Territory. 
I have frequent communication from the northern part through trusty 
men. Should any movement be made in that direction I will have 
timely notice of it and will be prepared. Should a force be marched 
into the Indian Territory, it will be necessary to leave a force on this 
road. I will take occasion to say that the force in my camp are all 
armed, either with the flint-lock or percussion musket, and that we have 
sufficient ammunition for the present. 

The men are all healthy and in good spirits. They are a fine body of 
men, and through constant drilling are becoming very efficient. I place 
a great deal of reliance upon them. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEK McOULLOOIT, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. District oe Upper Arkansas, 

Bo. 1. ] Pitman's Ferry , July 22, 1861. 

In obedience to orders from the War Department, dated Adjutant- 
General’s Office, June 25, 1861, the undersigned hereby assumes com- 
mand of all the troops of the Confederate States service in that portion 
of Arkansas lying west of the White and Black Divers and north of the 
Arkansas Diver to the Missouri line. The headquarters of the district 
are established at Pitman’s Perry. 

* * * # # * # 

W. J. HADDEE, 
Brigadier-General. 


Memphis, July 23, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War : 

The governor of Tennessee is still waiting for information he has 
been soliciting, as I understand him, from the War Department as to 
certain details before he transfers his army. 

In the mean time he consents to allow that army to be directed by me 
in certain operations I deem now expedient in Missouri. I have there- 
fore directed General Pillow to detach from the force in the western 
district of Tennessee a column of 6,000 troops of various arms, and to 
make a movement on Missouri through Dew Madrid. He will be joined 
so soon as he lands by 3,000 Missourians, now posted near that place, 
and, as he goes forward, with other forces that are prepared to come to 
him. Governor Jackson arrived here yesterday while my preparations 
were in progress, and I shall find him willing, I think, instead of pro- 
ceeding to Richmond, as he was intending, to return to Missouri, to 
aid in raising and concentrating his people. (Since writing the above 
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tlie governor gives his consent to return to Missouri with our troops.) 
I am advised by General Hardee that he is at Pocahontas, and will soon 
have a column of 7,000 men ready to co-operate with Pillow’s, column. 
There are about 2,500 Missourians near him, who will join him. Gover- 
nor Jackson left McCulloch’s camp, on the Arkansas line, on the 12th. 
McCulloch’s force consisted of 6,000 men — Louisianians and troops from 
Arkansas. He was expecting every moment a Texas regiment and an 
additional Arkansas regiment. His force, I learn, is well distributed as 
to the different description of arms. Hear him is General Price, 12 miles 
distant, with a force of 12,000 Missourians, ready to co-operate with him. 
This column of 25,000 men I am in communication with. They will 
advance on the enemy’s position (Springfield), where I learn General 
Lyon has concentrated the principal part of his force, say 10,000 or 

12.000 men. In the mean time I shall, on Saturday next, direct the 
.column of which .1 have spoken, under General Pillow, to cross the 
river to Hew Madrid and take up the line of march into Missouri for 
Ironton. He will be joined by 3,000 Missourians, now near Hew Mad- 
rid, very fairly armed and equipped, and by the time he is ready to 
move I shall send him two other regiments (Martin’s and Bowen’s), 
both of which are nearly ready for the field. With this force of 11,000, 
having as a part of its appointments three batteries complete, with 
two extra guns, he will find no difficulty in reaching the point indi- 
cated. At that point he will be joined by General Hardee with a 
column of 7,000, who will move about the same time from Pocahontas. 
They are directed to pass in behind Lyon’s force by land, or to proceed 
to Saint Louis, seize it, and, taking possession of the boats at that point, 
to proceed up the river Missouri, raising the Missourians as they go, 
and at such point as may appear most suitable to detach a force to cut 
off Lyon’s return from the West. Any supportin g force that may become 
necessary I will draw from Arkansas, from whence I am promised 

10.000 additional troops at an early day. I shall draw three of the 
regiments to go with Pillow from Union City, and shall order up the 
three Mississippi regiments, under General Clark, to replace them. 
General Clark’s headquarters will be transferred to Union City. Gen- 
eral Cheatham will accompany General Pillow. 

As to the force on this side the river, Governor Harris is increasing 
it by fresh accessions, and it will in a few days be as strong as it was 
before we sent forward the five regiments you called for. I find, too, I 
could strengthen it very materially by drawing men from Kentucky and 
organizing them on the border, and I may add that every man we draw 
out of Kentucky relieves us from drawing by so much on Tennessee 
and the States south of us. I submit to the Department, therefore, 
whether facilities— extra facilities— should not be placed at our disposal 
for drawing a force from Kentucky. 

As to Bird’s Point and. Cairo, I know the exact force there to be about 

5.000 men, divided between the two places. I have also information 
that they are short of men in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, who could be 
spared now to give support to Cairo. Besides that, they are without 
arms. I have no apprehension, therefore, of any strong support being 
sent to that point while I am operating in Missouri, or that they 
could send in any force strong enough in my rear to be formidable. 
Added to that, my forces at Union City and Randolph will hold them 
in check. If, as I think, I can drive the enemy from Missouri with the 
force indicated, I will then enter Illinois and take Cairo in the rear on 
my return. With the prestige of your great success at Manassas the 
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spirits of our troops are high, and we trust we may count on favorable 
results. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General, Commanding Second Division. 



Old Ciiootaw Agency, July 25, 1801. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President Confederate States of America, Richmond : 

Sir : lhe organization of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment of 
Mounted Rifles will be completed this week, but as yet no arms have 
been furnished at Port Smith tor them. I hope speedy and effectual 
measures will be taken to arm the people of this (Indian) Territory— 
the Creeks, Semiuoles, Ckerokees. These will be all right now. The 
Choctaws and Chiekasaws can furnish 10, 000 warriors if needed. The 
ment 8 ^ 0hlckasaws are extrem ely anxious to form another regi- 

There seems to be a disposition to keep the Indians at home. This 

be aw ?o the Fan^es. 1 '^ B ‘'~ d ”*> “ d 

ia Can°Hin m pu a ? ontro !! m 8' influence on matters at headquarters. 

Captain like has intimated that the lioldinu of the aVnev for +Ti A 
Choctaws and Chiekasaws and that of colo ef of tl feir ?eSent tit 
“mcompatible.” It Has been the effort of tho set YhU whom ho is 
idonthied tor years to break me down, and especially to get control of 

wanted to doT a « » only 


~ n ^ io ui-Li.ui 111 ill CM’ V 

of SSSfc oiei ie C 0f lndiaa agents - 1 lla ™ token the oath 
oi allegiance and the pledge to accept the Indian auenev as rermiiwl iw 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Hubbard 7 ^ h * 

FirlM °S’“ 

all the guns in theTel'ment. 1 C ° Uld UOt arm ° Ver tllree com P anies from 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

DOUGLAS H. COOPER. 


Headquarters Upper District of Arkansas, 

His Excellency H. M. Rector, President * 861 ' 

and beef aud fl0 “ r 
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The men are being turned over to the Confederate States. The pro- 
cess so far has been slow. 

The troops are much in want of clothing of every description, shoes, 
shirts, socks, pantaloons, and coats and hats. I hope that this matter 
may be attended to promptly by the military board. 

I inclose a requisition tor camp and garrison equipage and for such 
other supplies as are absolutely required. 

I shall make a requisition on Memphis for 50 additional wagons and 
harness complete. This was my understanding with the board, and I 
wish to fulfill fully my part of the agreement. 

It will require energy and dispatch to place this command in condi- 
tion to take the field. 

I shall keep you advised of all my movements, and I hope you will 


lose no time in supplying my wants. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 

W. J. HAEDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


P. s. — I hope you will forward the ammunition, harness, &c., if you 
have not already done so, without delay. 


Headquarters Upper District op Arkansas, 

Pitman'’ s Ferry , July 25, 1S61. 

Major-General Polk, Commanding , Memphis : 

General: Herewith I have the honor to inclose requisitions tor 
quartermaster and subsistence stores for the use of my command, which 
I hope you will order to be shipped to me without delay. 

I have established my headquarters at this place, which is on Current 
Eiver, and within 400 yards of the Missouri line. It is a healthy loca- 
tion, and convenient to get supplies of beef and flour, of which there 
is sufficient for my command. 

A report reached me to-day from General Watkins, of the Missouri 
forces, who is near Bloomfield, that the enemy is marching on line from 
fronton with 1,050, and from a captured dispatch he learns that similar 
expeditions are on their way from Cape Girardeau and Saxton. I have 
dispatched a messenger to ascertain the truth of these reports ; if reli- 
able, I shall sustain General Watkins with a strong detachment from 
this place. 

Very respectfully, 

J 1 ’ W. J. HAEDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond, July 26, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, 

Headquarters, Camp Jades on, Arlc. : 

Sir : Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. The brilliant 
operations therein communicated could not receive too high praise, and 
this Department approves your conduct in every particular. Your 
future operations will be looked for with great interest, and m every 
emergency this Department confides fully in your ability, courage, and 
s kil l. Your requisitions upon this Department have all received atten- 
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tion, and all except those for arms and ammunition have been filled, 
th regard to these, orders have been issued in the most urgent mail* 

t0 / amisU n you witIi a ful1 supply of am- 
munition at the earliest possible day, and of arms purchases are beiim 
made by every means within the reach of this Government Yon si. -if] 
be supplied, therefore, at the earliest possible moment bh<lU 

v ery respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 

Secretary of War. 


Hon. L. P. W».„, : K °° K ’ Juh J 20 > lm - 

pltTofM e - SSity ” f tl10 • forces lm<ler command of Maf. Gen. 
Las of thai 

iz autWity mm,va 

„ H. M. RECTOR, 

(rover nor, and President Military Board. 


W Gen. Steeling P eice , Jul “ 27 > 1801 ' 

Commanding , the., CoiosJcin Prairie : 

viWn^ L -' 1 rec ® ived y°or communication of the 19th instant in 
Gulfo^tg Pem^ attack of the forces ^mdei^Mc: 

I regret to say that it is irnnossihm ? ederal f< ? r< ?® 8 . at Springfield, Mo. 
command. The forces in Arlmnsns n°i m<3 a f ^ 118 time to wove my 
Confederate States. Only about SOf/ !nen°i' V heu ^ transferred to the 
and I have actually urnler mv S f ha + T e been 80 transferred, 
all the forces in this part of the f SS than 2 > 30() men - When 

than 5,000 men, badly or o-anized wiif 6 transferred, I shall have less 

pline and instruction. One of : my batterie^bn^ and 7 autillg in disoi - 
horses, and not one of the reoiZitfb.f e. " na harile88 aild uo 
active field service. I have notbeen m ^ S transportation enough for 

all in my power to remedy these deaciXTbnfcV^ ' p lmdoin ? 
harness and transportation. I do not wki. tA J i takes time to get 
with less than 5,000 men well mmr/ + lb r t0 “ arc ^ to your assistance 
artillery. With every tlesire t and a m } complement of 
the West, I am compelled at this +imw co "°b era te with the forces in 
hope at no distant day to be able fn lm i° lore A° . tlia t gratification. I 
ing the Federal domination in Missouri d y ° lX efficieutaid in overthrow- 
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

P. S.— Colonel Mitchell is fully possessed nf , 

able to give you such details as you may ueed^ 7 ’ aM WlU b6 
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Headquarters Department No. 2, 

Memphis, Term., July 28, 1861. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

I had the honor of addressing you a few days ago, informing you of 
a movement I was -contemplating on Missouri. I submitted a state- 
ment of what I understood to be the force which had been .collected by 
Generals McCulloch and Pearce, of Arkansas, General Price, of Mis- 
souri, and General Hardee. The information submitted was based, as 
far as the commands of the first three generals are concerned, on in- 
formation 1 obtained from Governor Jackson, of Missouri, who came 
directly from their respective camps. The force under General Hardee 
1 obtained from a letter from himself. Upon the supposition that this 
information was correct it was that my letter containing the plan of 
campaign 1 submitted was written. Since dispatching that letter I 
have directed General Pillow to move a column of 6,000 across the river 
to New Madrid. The details of the movement have been left to him, 
and the forces employed were exclusively those hitherto belonging to 
his command. Part were taken from Eandolpli and part from Union 
City. General Cheatham accompanied him, and 1 have ordered General 
Clark to move up from Corinth to Union City the two Mississippi regi- 
ments at that place to replace those withdrawn, and himself to replace 
General Cheatham in the command of that post. I have not as yet 
heard from General Pillow the result of the movement beyond Ean- 
dolph. The boats with troops from that point left there last, night. 

Since yesterday I have had to arrive at headquarters the gentleman 
who is the bearer of this, Colonel Little, adjutant-general of the forces 
of Missouri. He comes directly from General Price’s camp. Prom him 
I learn that the force stated to’ be under the command of the respective 
generals above, as stated by Governor Jackson, is greatly exaggerated, 
to the extent., indeed, of one-half. As a military man he would of course 
be likely to be more accurate than the governor, and his position of 
adjutant would compel him to know the extent of his own immediate 
force. The governor, I do not doubt, was deceived, and withal not 
perhaps very critical as to details. 

This abatement of the force disposable for the invasion of Missouri 
has caused me to pause in the execution of the plan indicated. 1 shall 
proceed to fortify my position at New Madrid, with the view of making 
it a base of operations, and will move forward as soon as circumstances 
will allow. 

My opinion" is, nevertheless, that now is the time to operate in Mis- 
souri, if we are to do anything towards setting her on her feet again j 
and I am also satisfied that the enemy in Virginia will be content for 
some months to come with their experiences at Manassas, and that they 
will make no forward movement there very soon. That will set them 
free to act in the West, and they will most probably commence active 
operations in Missouri. In that event we must have additional troops, 
* and I submit whether I be not authorized to collect a force in Tenn essee 
and from the States below sufficient to enable us to act vigorously in 
Missouri, while we maintain a strong position in front of Kentucky, 
ready for any contingency that may arise in that quarter. I shall find 
no difficulty in getting the force I need around me if I had the requisite 
authority .* The way to effect it is simply to say to picked men that if 
they will raise regiments they shall be mustered into the Confederate 
service. I am taking measures to collect arms dispersed through the 


* Answered August 8. See Chap, XII, Series I, Yol. IY. 
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Southern States, and have been surprised to find how large a number 
there are that are available. » 

l am in want of a special judge-advocate for my department, and ask 
tor the detail of Lieut. B. L. Hodge, of Dreux’s Louisiana battalion. I 
desire also to have Lieut, George Williamson, of the same battalion, 
relieved and sent to me for duty. I wish him to act as one of my aides 
I want him as legal counselor. I have asked also for Dr. Anderson as 
medical director of my department. Ho has been appointed surgeon, 
and duccted to report to General Anderson. X should like still to have 
him, and think lie can be ot more service in this Mississippi bottom 
region, with the diseases of which he is especially familiar, than in the 
mountains of East Tennessee. I submit’ the names of Dr. B. W. Avent 
and Dr. John D. Winston, who are the other members of the Tennessee 
military board, either of whom would no doubt be acceptable to General 
Anderson. 

I desire to add that it is agreed by our medical staff that the offices 
ot medical director and medical purveyor for such a department as this 
cannot be performed by the same person; and if they could they ought 
not to be, as the one has to pass upon the accounts of the other. I 
recommend Dr. IMtts, now in commission, for medical purveyor, and 
Dr. Anderson lor medical director of this department. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

■ L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding Second Department. 

Cohiim^Tttle 1 ^ 1 ^ 011 ^ 18 aS t0 Missouri 1 refer y° 11 to tlie bearer of this, 


_ r Pocahontas , July 28, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. IjEONIDAs Polk, 

Commanding Department No. 2, Memphis , Tenn. : 

The Fifth Regiment of Arkansas Volunteers, commanded 
rh ni r mm ?’ bee n amoved from the Saint Francis to this place. 

lalk Bl uff has been considered a point of importance. A force has been 
stationed there to guard Ciwly’s Bridge, by which an 
be made into Arkansas. If New Madrid is occupied, there will be, to 
my opinion, no necessity of occupying Chalk B.luff; and, indeed, with 

antiffimted 1 do not believe an invasion Jan be 

tif that , (h reetion. It it should be attempted, I shall be in 
position to attack their rear. ’ 

I hav e had a courier from General Pi'ice, commanding the Missouri 
forces, also one from General McCulloch, advising me of their intention 
to move oil Springfield, Mo., and asking my active co-operation. I was 
compelled to decline. The forces here are just in a transition state! 
only a portion has been transferred, and to-day I have less than 2,301) 

about ^ T!? mand ' a11 are transferred I shall have only 

nnf Lm° 00 b- 1 f,ll f se . ai ' e badly equipped, and without discipline, witli- 

0 it insti notion, and without transportation. General McCulloch stated 
that he contemplated moving on Springfield about the 80th instant, 
where it is supposed General Lyon has a force of 12,000 men. 

have sent you a requisition for supplies; among other articles men- 
tioned are wagons and harness. Since writing I have directed Captain 

1 0Ue ot tbe °®cers of my command, -who is now at Vicksburg, to 
buy fifty wagons, with harness and mules, complete, and to call on you 
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through your quartermaster for funds to make the payment. I learn 
that transportation, including what is mentioned above, may be had at 
Vicksburg, Natchez, and New Orleans. I shall send this communication, 
with others, by express to Memphis, and in a few days I shall make 
my arrangements tor communicating with you by express twice a week, 
and oftener if necessary. % 

With, high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAND EE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Army of Liberation, 

New Madrid , July 28, 1801. 

Major-General Polk: 

Sir : Wo are in jiossession of this place. We made a most successful 
movement and advance. Not an accident or incident of any character 
interfered with our advance. 

The whole force is full of enthusiasm and eager for the “Dutch hunt.” 
It required eight large steamers to move my force and its baggage.. The 
movement of the fleet was a beautiful sight. The whole population of 
New Madrid and the country around met me with a thousand cheers. 

I have much to do to get matters in order to-night, and make you 
this hurried dispatch simply to announce the result. 

GID. J. PJLLOW, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding , 


Headquarters, 
Pocahontas , July 29, 1861. 

Major General Polk, Commanding , the., Memphis, Torn. ; 

General: I received last night your dispatch. of the 26th. In a 
communication sent to you by express yesterday, I informed you ot the 
actual condition of my command, that the Arkansas forces had not been 
entirely turned over to me, and when turned over my entire iorce would 
number less than 5,000 men, badly equipped, and without the means of 
moving. 

Since yesterday I have received information, winch is thought relia- 
ble, that the enemy is moving in two columns from fronton and Cape 
Girardeau upon Greenville. I shall at once send out a strong detach- 
ment to support General Jeff. Thompson, who says he will fight. My 
opinion is that General Pillow ought not to move upon fronton until I 
am in readiness to support him. It has been my intention from the be- 
ginning to attack the force at Ironton, and my plan is to throw, a consid- 
erable body of cavalry on the railroad between Ironton and Saint Louis, 
with orders to break up the road and burn the bridges, to prevent any 
re-enforcements being sent to Ironton, and at the same time to prevent 
the escape of the force from that place. I am still of opinion that this 
ought to be the mode in which the attack should be made, and that 
General Pillow and myself ought to move simultaneously from New 
Madrid and Pitman’s Ferry, the distance to Ironton being about the 

same from either point. _ 

I am organizing my force with the greatest energy.. Two regiments 
now here are ordered above to-day, and I shall strain every nerve to 
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anTCG ’ 0( ? 0 ,^ en ’ and as man V more as practicable. I 

° 18 th6 ? r0 P er tline t0 move hlt0 Missouri. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. •' • W. J. HARDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 

Eort Smith, Ark. (via Little Rock), 

Hon. L. P. Walker: July 30 ’ 18G1 * 

Colonel Cooper, with his Choctaw and Chickasaw regiments are on 
camped near the old Choctaw Agency. Ho arms here tor 

tTe^apKet ft ^ oon “«"““ 5 »" to 

arrived here yet.°^ 5 ’ d “* for ” m8 ‘ The “Texas” hasj.ot 

_ GEO. W. CLARK, 
Assistant Quartermaster- General. 


Hon. L. P. Walker : Memphis, July 30, 1801. 

mfe«y fa * N<!W M;ldrid [M °- ] Safcly - TJley 

* * " * 1 


L. POLK. 


-n/r • ^ ^ Pocahontas, Ark., July 30 , isoi 

Major-Genera 1 Polk, Commanding , Memphis, Tenn. : 

yoi;> and procure the fifty teams complete which T 1 , 0, 1 +1 \ udj M 11 
make a requisition for a few days ago Lad the ll0110r to 

X informed yon t> licit I licit! dirpptpil ntn in /~i ±. 

teams fa Vicksburg, and when so , 0nunp t? Procure the 

the payment. If not urocurih'c hi v; A ° ajIau S <3 wl tb you about 

£&£&» F ~ 

With best wishes, truly yours, 

W. J. HARDEE, 

nr , . ™ , Brigadier-General. 

do telegraphS onfalsubte®’ To ‘W"? Ilot heard fr «“> Vm, 
Natchez aid N Z « ~ ble “ 


Major-General Polk: N:BW MjU)eid > m °o 30, 1801. 

t T acl ' 

regiments to come forward, which will not leave Union City til/ Thurs° 
J, or want of transportation for subsistence. The diltauce from 
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Union City to tlie river is 42 miles. I am using every effort to draw 
together from the surrounding country all the transportation I can. 
Don’t know yet liow much I can get. The positions in the interior 
occupied by the enemy are all abandoned, and he is concentrating his 
forces at Cape Girardeau. Troops from Illinois and Saint Louis are 
being gathered in at that point, and we have reports that Fremont is 
there. The forces at Cairo are said to be crossing at Bird’s Point, and 
they are working night and day fortifying that place. 

I understand that General Hardee will soon commence a forward 
movement, and that he will probably advance on the military road 
leading to Jackson, on the road from Cape Girardeau to fronton. 
Until I hear from him, however, I cannot know his purpose. Brigadier- 
General Thompson, who now is in command of Watkins’ force, is at 
Bloomfield. He has about 2,000 men, badly armed. 

I will need more force before I can advance upon Cape Girardeau, 
unless Hardee unites with me. The enemy will have from 8,000 to 
10,000 men there; a force too strong, combined with the Bird’s Point 
forces, for me to attack alone. If Hardee would advance on the route, 
at some point between this 'and Cape Girardeau we would dislodge the 
enemy. The forces at Bird’s Point and Cape Girardeau will be united 
when my movements indicate my route. That force is too large to 
leave in’ my rear. The route across the country to Ironton does not 
furnish subsistence. It is important that Martin’s regiment should be 
sent forward to occupy Fort [Pillow?], and let Neely’s regiment, now 
in efficient condition, come to my support. This would give Martin an 
opportunity to drill his troops, and qualify them for the field. 

If another new regiment could take the place of Walker’s, at .Randolph, 
and let that regiment come forward, I could then advance and sweep 
the enemy from my way. I will keep you advised ot everything that 
will interest you. My work of constructing the battery is going on. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

Genera l , Comm anding. 


Little Rook, July 30, 18G1. 


Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk : 

In reply to your dispatch of yesterday we have to say, that at the time 
of the first transfer of volunteers to Brigadier- General Hardee, the ad- 
ditional ten regiments were spoken of as a valuable body of reserve as 
connected with the forces then turned over to him. Our agreement 
with Colonel Johnson is consistent with this idea, and we decline to 
change it ; we appreciate the fact, however, that the generals in com- 
mand make such disposition of forces as will best subserve the public 


good, 'and expect they will do so. 


H. M. RECTOR, 
President Military Board. 


Headquarters First Military District, 

Bloomfield , Mo., July 30, 18G1 — 8 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, _ ’ 

Commanding the Army of Biberation, New Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 29th instant is at hand. I would immedi- 
ately start to see you, but think it better I should wait for the return 
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of my courier of yesterday. I have information, supposed to be relia- 
ble, that tbe enemy have called in all their outposts, and, if so, the 
strike at Hamburg would amount to nothing'. If, however, you have 
sent me any guns, we will go and occupy their fort, and make a depot • 
tor supplies there. As soon as Captain Byrne returns, I will issue the 
Proper orders for the conduct of this brigade and start tor your head- 
quarters. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G. 

Bloomfield , Mo., July JO, 1801— 9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, .New Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear Sir: I find it to be impossible for me to go to your cam n to- 
night, as I promised this morning. A courier reports 400 Dutch at 
? ie , e f llle ; aiul as tUe y may be laying a trap for my liipley County 
battalion, I must move to their support. The different departments in 
my division are yet m an embryo state, and my orders may all miscarry 
t0 con ' eot 1 "’ill go to you the 

think I can leave my men m order, and, in the mean time, you can lav 
out the pian of the campaign with the lights and talents you have 
around you, and you will find me ever ready to submit to your superior 


age, experience, and judgment, I am working for the cause aim a, in 
willing to work m any kind of harness, and in any part of the/ team so 
you do not tie me behind the wagon, ’i hope to live the pleosnre of 

seeing you very shortly, and in the mean time consider me subject to 
your orders m everything. • siiujtoi to 

Yours, most respectfully, 

. M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

Hamburgf°^ UaVi “ S heald fr ° m y0n I will defer my march on 


Headquarters McCulloch ? s Brigade 
tj -y -j-, -r\r Cam P near Grille, Mo., July 30, 1801. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. • 

comanSnmvwT to report that X am now at this place with my 

18th l have be™ Slt „ i S ^ <1 - Smce communication of tbe 

march and have also ’111 1 S ! s ° d m P l- ?P arm g my force for a forward 

forces near me to be reodv r g “ g on the ■ c ? mmanaera of «*« different 
ioi ces ueai me to be ready to co-operate with me. 

spare aXakowimtcmddT 1 forc6 A th -j 1 the ammunition I could 
bpnio, arm also wfiat could be spared from General PpmiWq nn m mnn,i 

camped around CassvillP between 9,000 and 10,000 men, is en- 

campeu aiouna Cassville. His effective force will hardlv reach 7 000 

ES : r s, ot -?, i,us imd & 

mand of 2 500 men it 4 ,• T / 1 ^/ n P m ^ es °* Gassville with his com- 
inu oi 2,oU0 men. His infantry is well armed. Mv brigade is also 

near me, amounting to about 8, 200, nearly all tvWarmld I S 
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move towards Springfield as rapidly as possible with tlie entire force, 
and hope soon to put the Missourians again in possession of it. 

I communicated my plans to General Hardee at Pocahontas, Ark., 
and suggested the propriety of his making a demonstration at the same 
time on Rolla, in Missouri, the terminus of the Southwestern Railroad. 
I have been compelled to furnish other commands with so much of my 
ammunition that my supply is now very limited, and if the enemy are 
re- enforced it may be necessary to have a large supply here to carry on 
the war. In any event it is necessary to have a supply sent to Fort 
Smith for the use of my command, and I hope you will see the neces- 
sity of at once sending me a large amount of flint-lock musket cartri dges, 
percussion musket cartridges for percussion and minie muskets, and 
caps, and such cannon ammunition for field pieces as can be spared. 

We are very much in need of caps, both for the musket and the ordi- 
nary rifle. 1 am in hopes that you have sent me the cavalry arms that 
I have applied for in former communications. Major Clark has notified 
me that the ammunition lately sent for the use of the brigade (seventy 
boxes of musket cartridges and a quantity of accouterments) were lost 
with the steamboat William Henry, on the Arkansas River. 

I write in haste, as I move early to-morrow morning. I herewith in- 
close my general order of march, which has been left to me, and which 
the generals commanding other forces have agreed to observe. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Camp near Cassville , Ark., July 30, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Richmond , Va. : 

' Sir : I have the honor to state that I have just received authentic in- 
formation that the Texas regiment has reached Fort Smith with no other 
arms than a few shot-guns. The authorities in Texas refused to furnish 
them arms on my requisition. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

BEU. MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Richmond, Va., July 31, 1861. 

George W. Clark, . 

Quartermaster , Fort Smith , Ark. ( via Little Rock) : 

Arms have been sent to Fort Smith for the Indian regiments. Sup- 
posed they had arrived. WALKER. 


Seminole Agency, July 31, 1S61. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir : When I recommended the appointment of William H. Garrett, 
the present agent for the Creeks, to be colonel of the Creek regiment, 
I had not sufficiently estimated the ambition and desire for distinction 
of the leading men of that nation, and I also supposed that Mr. Garrett, 
popular with them as an agent, would be acceptable as colonel of their 
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oU v io l-! ?^ concluded with them the very important treaty 
?e«-imor.rtn - t? w y steenuonsly insisted that tlie colonel of the 

te?est did not' f? el . ectecl by the m ©“- As the public in- 
T , ; . ot f | " 10 1 should Insist on a contrary provision hr which 

«■? ‘'W the SSSeqniSSto 

officer ^. the 0reek ooiuicilj tho Hold 

° J;. , dl . e 1)6 elected by the men ot the regiment. 

hJ C if e, n Lia , ve . tllis da A written Colonel Garrett, reqnest- 

ei f di T co n man ^ p 1U 1 y 10 ■ mfor,n you that the organization of 
Ofwt hm 1 th if ^'cck regiment has been reported to me, of three 

»s^i^S«SSr5ffiS« 

Cooper informs me tint tiw-» itt r t m • i * ^ ^n ujcct. Colonel 

he welHo accept i^ V^tlii n h: ^ t \v< >ul <1 

Ws 

as my escort to the Wieldo, 111110 t’ 01 Seized as a company, 

Wild Oouianekesof the milA an n’ ,™,!n 1 T g0 "' 8 ' *? treat "'hii tho 
present state of ailtete ^ « r £1 ! »!* smaU “ afcta '> >» <he 

liess and frankness with tlio«» 1... ■?’ 1 ! rt ,uw ® 80 dealt, by fair- 

war with ns, and whoso old homes wo°nossess°thft /,’ lllia,ls ’ 80 l!ltel .y at, 
almost to a man, as zealous ns w they are now with us 

I have tu4 

Com’r of Confederate States to the 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. g. 
Major-General Pillow, Bloomfield, Mo., August 1 , 1801. 

' Arm J °f Liberation, New Madrid, Mo.: 

aro r<,cui ™ (i ’ and 1 -- 
hours and be with you Cant Piilv xvl l 0 ?*? m,y command for a few 
arrived from General IterdeeAs com ^nnl nl, Wl '? m y °" k " ow > has just 
inarched yesterday for Greenville n-Ji hi d inloims me that Hardee 
night. X will ?° int to »'0™w 

to-morrow, and hope it will suit ‘ , 11 Buchanan or Lakeville 

Benton or Hamburg We 860,1 » ™ghne„t to 

Girardeau. Of course he will Zj “A?! 61 m0l1t 18 «*Pected at Cape 
be too far from Saint Louis I won in ‘f/? comiaanc )j and our field will 
the circle around L’ft 

Yours, most respectfully, G battle - 

_ M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier-General , Commanding. ■ 
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Adjutant- General’s Office, Choctaw Nation, 

Scullyville, August 1, 1861. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the regiment of mounted 
rifles authorized for the service of the Confederate States from among 
the Choctaws and Ohickasaws has been raised, and is now fully organized 
according to law. When supplied with arms, I can justly state no more 
ardent, efficient, and patriotic body of warriors will be found under the 
banner of Southern independence. 

It is an unkind and certainly an incorrect statement, made by some 
Southern journals, that the Indian warriors design using the scalping- 
knife in any conflict in which they may be engaged with the enemy. 
These warriors are a civilized people, are Christians in principle, observe 
the Army Regulations, and drill with commendable closeness, and will 
show, when proper occasion offers,, they are worthy the age, the cause, 
and the brotherhood they share with their white allies. 

There are two Choctaw and one Chickasaw companies organized, be- 
sides the number authorized, that are very anxious to enter the service. 

I learn there will shortly be organized one Choctaw and one Chickasaw 
company more, expecting to be called into the field. 

Five additional companies can be raised in the two nations. It is pre- 
sumed that the failure of the Cherokees to furnish the regiment asked 
of them will insure the Choctaws and Ghickasaws a chance 1o supply 
that deficiency to the extent of a battalion of three or five companies, if 
not ail entire regiment. Such an order from the W ar Department .would 
be eminently just to our Chickasaw brethren, because, for good reasons, 
they have been enabled to furnish only about twenty men to the first 
regiment. I believe the men who would answer another call would 
enter the service until the close of the war, and, if necessary, could be 
armed at home with shot-guns and old-pattern rifles to the. number of 
five hundred. More than half that number have Colt’s six shooters. ; 
This portion of our people, being wliat are termed half-breeds, most 
all speak the English language, and have better horses and more arms 
than the full-bloods, who comprise most of those already in the serv- 
ice. I would urge upon your excellency a further call for warriors 
among the people of the two nations. It would allay a disappoint- 
ment and rivalry toward the Choctaws, now apparent among the 
Ghickasaws, to allow them to furnish two or three companies to the serv- 
ice, and strengthen the many relations destiny has affixed to the con- 
tinuity of soil and the similarity of interests of the Southerners and the 
Indians of the South, 

In view of an anticipated call for warriors, it affords me great pleasure 
to testify to your excellency the propriety of giving the command of 
them to’ Josephus Dotson, esq., of Fort Smith, Ark. His high stand- 
ing among the leaders of both the Choctaw and Chickasaw people, and 
liis services for seven years as a legal adviser, political sympathizer, 
and steadfast friend, is fully attested by the recommendations from the 
principal national authorities of both nations, asking his appointment 
to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the regiment now in the service, which 
are now on file in the War Office at Richmond. 

I ask the appointment of Mr. Dotson, knowing the brave men among 
us so eager for the field would rally around him with increased enthu- 
siasm, and believing he would lead them at any hour with credit to 
the Confederacy. I learn Mr. Dotson designs aiding in the organiza- 

4.0 R R — VOL III 
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lion of all the men capable of bearing arms in anticipation of a further 
demand. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency’s obedient servant, 

TANDY WALKER’ 
Adjutant- General Army Choctaw Nation. 


Headquarters Army Liberation, 

New Madrid , Mo., August 1, 18G1. 

Major-General Polk, C. S. Army: 

The enemy are exceedingly active in pushing his works at Bird’s 
Point. _ lhe ninety-days troops all went home from Cairo. They are 
supplying their place by large additions of troops (I suppose new levies ) 
They are cutting down all the timber around Bird’s Point and pushing 
their defenses. A large force is concentrating at Cape Girardeau. Mv 

r fw ? n ” Kluc ® s , tb e belie f tbat they look for the attack at the Cape, 
and that is the point, and only one, which I can well advance noon. T 
have, no news from Hardee: my messenger has not returned. It is' as 
you know, essential that I shall have a stronger force in hand before I 
advance into the interior. I must have the support of Hanleel force 
Thei e ai e few now left in this part of the State except the old men ; they 

have gone down to join Bowen’s regiment. ’ y 

I have a prospect of drawing four companies from Kentucky. I be- 

ftonvlndbldlt armed h T PSOn ’ S (Walker’s) was about 2,000 

stroii t, and badly aimed. I am pushing up the defenses at this rfhppi 

having some 1G0 negroes at work on the work. I will be able I think’ 

to get 100 wagons and teams ? but no wagon covers : they should be 

made with the bows at Memphis and sent forward as early "as possible 

Cheatham is on the way, having left Union City this morn" » I am 

aspissible 6 tr °° PS closely and flttin S tJie command to marehas early 

I beg you to press Hardee to move and join me here Tf he should 
at ? 1S £ lace > casing the swamp on the plank road below 
here, we cannot unite our forces until I shall have passed Cane Girar 

force’ ^C waC i t0 move -Po “ulSilS 
pllnk road. a11 the way to Jackson, except on the 

reaih^Mtaon^Ton ™ c WP ot unite our forces before we 

zeaon dac ™ n - , y , ou therefore see the necessity of friviim me the 

ofSne° ss amon® S tbe C rt 0 o r Snpporte &0 “ »elow. ‘ 1 kaye a good deal 

feyei" baTnot a ^deS? P8 ’ 80m ° and diavA ™’ some 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 

Headquarters Army Liberation, 

tut. n ^ New Madrid , August 2, 1861. 

Major-General Polk: ? 

he I wUn r ^?h°of d ioF» atCllle , 8 fr T General Hardee. He states that 
e was m receipt of telegraphic dispatches from General McCulloch 

force ^Mch he^tate^esf th 6 W ?nnn’°?° men ( lea ™£ balance of his 
force, which he states less than 5,000, lor want of transportation). He 
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marches directly upon Greenville, which you will see by the map is on 
the direct road to Ironton, and that he leaves me to clear away the 
forces accumulating ou the river, intending to engage my force if I do 
not dodge them by going out through the mountain, and then these 
forces may be thrown upon our rear. I must engage the force at Cape 
Girardeau. I cannot leave it in rear, and were I to do so, if it did not 
fall upon my rear it would certainly throw itself against my base here. 
I therefore consider it a necessity to engage that force. In doing so, I 
will have to tight the forces now at Bird’s Point, for it will certainly be 
thrown up to the Cape when my movements indicate my route. As I 
cannot have the co-operation of Hardee’s force, I wish you to send me 
two or three more regiments as promptly as practicable. There is no 
use in the forces remaining at Randolph and Port Pillow, while I am in 
possession of the river above and occupy his entire forces above. He 
has no preparation tor a river movement; his gunboats cannot get out 
of the Ohio; he has* no fleet of steamboats adequate for the purpose, 
and he can take no step towards such a movement for want of troops. 
The force at these points ought to be advanced to my support at once, 
leaving the artillery companies to take care of the guns. Ton might, 
without any sort of risk, send one of the Union City regiments to 
occupy the position at Fort Pillow or Randolph, if you thought proper. 
It is certain my live regiments (weakened by sickness to an average of 
about 700) and battalion of infantry, 395 strong, and my cavalry, is too 
small a force .to advance upon such duty, especially when I leave a 
sufficient force here to garrison the posts. I do not place much confi- 
dence, as you will perceive, on Thompson’s force — less since I know its 
character and manner in which it is armed than I did before. If you 
will send me Walker’s and Neely’s regiments I will move in three days 
after their arrival, and 1 will cut my way through to Ironton, and there 
form a union with Hardee. 

I address this dispatch for the express purpose of getting you to 
advance these two regiments. They are more efficient than any other 
regiment remaining below. If we can push the movement forward 
rapidly now, we can do the work of expelling the enemy promptly and 
return. The swamp makes it impossible to form a union with Hardee, 
as he has taken the Greenville route. If you will authorize me to act 
upon my own judgment I will at once order up these two regiments, 
and occupy the works below with a battalion in each of Martin’s or a 
Union City regiment. Give me the force as early as possible. I have 
the Cheeny in possession; she was captured and brought down last 
night by four gentlemen from Mobile. 

Hardee says in his dispatch that McCulloch was about to advance 
on Springfield. I have sent back nearly all my transports. The new 
Falls City, the Winson, the Simons, and others, are below. 

Please advise me as early as possible what you determine upon. 

Tour obedient servant, 

GIB. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Army Liberation, 

August 2, 1861. 

Major-General Polk: 

I wrote you this morning. I now write you for the purpose of saying 
that it is impossible to organize a company of artillery here capable of 
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manning the guns of the battery, and to request you to send Capt. A. 
Jackson’s company to Fort Pillow to relieve Captain Hamilton’s com- 
pany and to order Captain Hamilton’s company here. 

Let him come forward as early as possible. H the regiments of Neely 
and walker are ordered up and my transportation from Memphis is ' 
pushed up, I will throw forward my advance brigade on Wednesday 
next to Sikeston and follow the movements next day. Give me the 
additional force and I will make a stout and vigorous campaign. I sent 
up a force last night to destroy the railroad communication from Bird’s 
f oint to the interior, to protect the interior from the enemy’s predatorial 
parties and coniine him [to] the river strip. 

Please push up my quartermaster’s operations : I will need from Mem- 
phis 250 wagons, &c. 

With great respect, 

GII). J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Bloomfield , Mo., August 3, 1801. 

, Brigadier-General Hardee, Commanding Confederate Forces : 

Sir . Your letter of yesterday, to General Thompson, was received 

Modrifl^^rl 11( T’* + General Thompson left yesterday morning for New 
Madi id, and will not probably return until noon to-morrow. Having 
been left temporarily m command of the forces here, and knowing the 


- . — — , . • lauiu jLiiompson will rake 

, 1 ” 0< ^-operating with yon, ami that he will avail himself of your 
invitation for a personal conference at an early day. J 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. TJPPEN. 


Major-General Polk : MADR,D ’ Ma > Au ° ust mi - 

Louis 0 b Hrwi ? lL t xth,hh'n T0W1 f 6 n d ’i i ? jn*t from onr friends in Saint 
-Louis. He will explain to you tully his mission and will give you infer- 

ZposeTrf the' eSr T t?* ^ t( > sta^h »d 

pm poses ol tne enemy. I will be prepared to throw forward m v 

entire forceat in v^dfsno^!^ and - if follow U P the movement with the 
£? Oarji rwd™ 1 wPi if m V K } l Z™ can be advanced. My inarch 
to Cape Gnardeau will be through the river bottom all the wav and 

m-ds 6 1 Y^n n oTm o v c Y°it h 6 YT + water for my men and ani- 

mals. f cannot niove with safety to my force and in strength enough 

>ro nWe Zf itffl SJ force asked for It's 

probable that I will before reaching Cape Girardeau cut flic cncim-C 

lme of water communication betweln the caVe an^OaL by “Sg 

and hoWfa B flu** place until I 

have uot ^ C ? pe * Thls 1 wil1 do if 1 find the enemy 

have not concentrated before I reach Benton, provided I have force 

enough to detach a regiment and battery. 

The views I expressed, and the necessity which nromntcd mv list 

brin^s^^He^ef^Saint^I o D ^^+i^ ed i b ^i t 'r 6 iuformati on Mr. Townsend 
bim to s. He left Saint Loins the day before yesterday morning. My 


Not found. 



Chap. 2LJ' • CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 629 

force ordered to destroy the railroad above have returned, and report 
that they destroyed one-quarter of a mile, and did it /well, by burning up 
everything. I have made arrangements with Mr. Townsend to return 
to Saint Louis and with his *secret society to destroy large portions of 
the Iron Mountain Road. This is essential to be done, and to be done 
as quickly as possible, as a means of crippling the enemy in the future 
movements looking to a concentration of forces to meet us. I wish you 
to advise me as early as possible if you will order up the regiments asked 
for with Hamilton’s company to work this battery. 

Your obedient servant, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Greenville , Mo., August 4, 1861. 

Major-General Polk, 

Commanding Department No. 2, Memphis, Tenn. 

General : Learning that the enemy, numbering from 800 to 1,500 
men, had left Ironton for this place, I immediately advanced with 1,000 
infantry, 250 cavalry, and a battery of artillery to meet him. Hearing 
of our approach, he packed up and retired towards Ironton. 

I have sent a party of Missourians to burn the bridges and tear up 
the railroad between Ironton and Saint Louis. If accomplished, I shall 
not hesitate to advance upon Ironton. The enemy does not number 
more than 8,000, and although I have but 1,250, 1 can have, if I need 
them, the active co-operation of 1,000 to 1,500 Missourians. The great 
point is to cut them off from re-enforcements or from communication 
with Saint Louis. In any event I shall not send this command back 
to Pitman’s Perry. I am anxious to unite with General Pillow in any 
movement that will free Missouri. He ought to have 10,000 men in his 
column; 6,000 at least. I shall not be able to advance with more than 
4,000. With 10,000 or 14,000 men we ought to move to the attack of 
any force in Missouri. I would recommend you to look out against an 
advance into Tennessee. It would strengthen the Federals to make a 
successful move anywhere at this time, particularly to take a place of 
such strategic and commercial importance as Memphis. I judge that a 
brave movement into Missouri would do much to prevent an offensive 
movement of the enemy into Tennessee. I should be pleased to have 
your views at all times. 

Be pleased to see that my requisition for 90 days’ provisions for 7,000 
men are filled ; if not sent, my men will be in a starving condition ; also 
that all my requisitions for quartermaster and medical stores are sent 
without delay. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ W. J. HARDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 

I have just received a dispatch from General Jeff. Thompson’s camp, 
informing me that the general is absent at Hew Madrid, and the officer 
second in command declines to move without the orders of the general. 
It was from this force that I expected assistance. 

I desire you will send me without delay 400 flour sacks and 50 wagon, 
covers. My quartermaster is not with me, or I would have him make 
out a regular requisition. 
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Headquarters Army of Liberation, 

, r . _ . New Madrid , Mo.. August 5, 1861. 

Major-General Polk: 7 

Your dispatch of the 30th ultimo is acknowledged. Prom its con- 
tents I infer that you are of the opinion that any movement into the 
interior should he suspended. If such is your opinion, it occurs to me 
that it should never have been made. I have never been in favor of 
occupying' this place, except as a base of operations for movements into 
the interior, looking to substantial, relief to Missouri. 

As a strategical point, this is not a strong position. If the enemy 
contemplate an early movement down the river, our position here is not 
favorable for arresting it. It would have been better, in this view of 
the case, to have occupied the positions indicated before at Randolph 
and 1 ort 1 mo w, and not have extended our line of posts so far forward. 
As we extend our line of posts forward we necessarily weaken our 
means of protecting them. I would never have consented to occupy 
and garrison this place. Indeed, I did not understand you as wishing* 
or expecting it. I do not know the information you have from General 
Hardee, but my information here is, that General Hardee has already 
advanced with 3,000 men to Greenville, and that he was moving upon 
fronton. I do not think there is a doubt about his being there now. 

dn t inim- t ? lied -n lie + ? nem J 5 e 1 notuow in condition to advance, neither 
wdl attempt to do so before fall. He is hard at work 
position at Bird’s Point, and alarmed at the prospect of an 
eailj attack. I am m receipt ol news from his positions almost every 
da Y are move at all, we should do so promptly. If we are to 

t]^^ aUd + acc ™ llatiou of lds forces," then this is not 

the pi opei place to meet him. If I am to move forward, my force must 
5 ® strengthened. If I am act to go forward, it is certainly Z, T 
oitunate movement. If the enemy should determine to make a move 
t wn the river m strength, the force here has no advantage of position, 

number - V and Randolph they could repel three times their 

numbei. With additional force and united with Hardee’s command, we 
could cut our way anywhere ; we could certainly expel the enemy from 
lut 1 eri01 l eA 611 W . G le±t tiie ri ver infested with their forces. Destroy 
™n 5 ailro f d I unn “S mto tlie interior, and you at once cripple the enemy’s 

tectitself tS I°am cl^v pf t?* th ^ . tLe ° ountr y could organize and pro- 
or abandon this plLe. Y ° * 6 0pmion tliat we should ad ™ce promptly 

forced^ ^enc am n 0m Thpra ^° r ai . ld m iserable water where we are 

If I am to be hSd P p m 18 U ° alt f aatlve ^nt to go forward or fall back 
donin^ mv base of n ^ pl . Q ?- mand T of tdl ; s Position or to go forward aban- 

such a me^smrP wLip w 0nS7 A W ' °I? d prefer the latt er course, though 
such a m ensure would be fraugh t with peril. If this place is to be held 

to“1nvlte°atta7k tha ? here > desert 

interior -thu./rf is w L 'm, A “ aI1 ? r0 - , wonld be mnoU safer in the 
tint thpv rin fi, vnw v'.r. n ™' famishes such means of approach, 

atthrir d.Wo^ pl - ace ® three hours any amount of force 

to ‘ e S terlor tbey would be obliged to resort 

Har tal for™ YdrY’ 11 ' J°S P rom 'S etl me the co-operation of 

“I /shall aw!it y^ecSon. ^ My beto 

Your obedient servant, 

gid. j. pillow, 

General , Commanding. 
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Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G-., 

Bloomfield , Mo., August 5, 1861. 

. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 

Commanding Army of Liberation , New Madrid, Mo. : 

.ear Sir: I reached my quarters at 7 o’clock, and found positive 
jirs from General Hardee, dated last Friday, to move to his assist- 
's at once to Greenville or some point northward. Hardee’s com- 
t<l was at Greenville Saturday night, and probably at this time is at 
t Knob or Ironton. My men made no move, as they were entirely 
ble to do so when I was away. I sent 250 dragoons to a point a 
miles west of Lakeville at daybreak, and will send 500 infantry to 
port them, and then await further orders, as I have forwarded your 
M‘, with one from myself, to General Hardee, by Colonel Hoy, with 
‘..seort of 5 men, and he will get your letter by 10 o’clock to-morrow, 
news that I find from Cape Girardeau in very contradictory. Some 
that all the forces have left the Cape, and others deny it. The 
ts certainly went below, with the men on board, but whether they 
i med on Saturday night, or landed at Commerce, remains to be seen. 
:pect reliable information in the morning, but, after this, will leave. 
11 be on the qui vine, although Hardee says I must immediately come 
dm, and, if I do not receive another dispatch to-morrow, I will go to 
him to-inorrow night. The position my men will have will place 
n towards Benton. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON", 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

S. — Another order from General Hardee has just arrived. He 
miands my support, and I will march with all my support in the 
‘liing, on the line between Ironton and Cape Girardeau. I will leave 
nard here to bring up my cannon. 


New Madrid, August 6, 1861. 


neral Polk:] 

f ener al : Governor Jackson returns to Memphis to see you. Hardee 
i Greenville with 3,000 men ; he has ordered Thompson from Bloom- 
l to his support, and he lias gone. These facts we learn from a dis- 
tih just received from General Thompson. This leaves me here in an 
used position, without any support from any quarter. There is intel- 
mce from above of the movements of the enemy which we do not un- 
stand. If our information is reliable as to his movements (and they 
le through different channels), it would seem that a movement on 
> place, in two columns of about 4,000 each by land and a movement 
llie river, assailing my position in front and rear, are within his plans, 
position in the rear does not admit of any defense in the rear, the 
ole country being an open plain. You must either support me and 
inptly, or you must order me back. The true policy is to give me the 
icssary support. While I am supported here the enemy cannot pass 
vu the river. He will not attempt a movement down the river below 
ir batteries without a stronger force than he has, but he can reach 
position here in a few hours. If you think, however, that he may 
ke the move down the river, it only increases the necessity of your 
ing such force here as will enable [me] to meet him at this place or 
promptly order the force back; otherwise it would appear that my 
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force is purposely exposed. I could go forward now with more safety 
titan I can stay here. Remaining’ here with my present force but ex- 
poses the force without the promise of any result. 

Your obedient servant, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding , 

Rew Madrid, Mo., August 6, 1801. 
General R. V. Richardson, Few Madrid , Mo. : 

• ? EA * : , as 80011 possible, place the artillery which is 

m this district, belonging to the State of Missouri, or private property 
upon aueihcient footing and in good repair; and, as each piece is ready 
for the held, you will enlist, or I will detail, a sufficient number of men 
to manage it and put it in service. The State of Missouri is much in 
need of the guns. Ion will therefore take the authority that may be 
necessary to accomplish the object of the foregoing paragraph, and when 
the organization reaches a sufficient number (as contemplated by the 
law regulating our army), the men then can hold their elections. You 
may select such subordinates as will be necessary (until the election 
above referred to), subject to the approval of the general commanding 

Zn nJ° Vem0r ‘ 1 Geneml mow wjU fumish the necessary amnmnf- 
tion and you can have cannon wagons fitted instead of caissons. Time 
is the most important item now in this war, and you will therefore net 

* promptly and speedily M possible. You’.- ipiarteiUXf wdl Zto 
the division quartermaster) purchase or procure the necessary tamspor- 
tation, for teams, outfit, and subsistence. The expense you have there- 
fore been at or incurred will be embodied in a report 'to the <i carter- 

atfc raports litSl 1 ’ “ d 1 WiU tove arr!M1 S e ™ nte '** ^tem- 
Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G. 

Camp Buchanan , August 7, 1861—11.30 p.’ m. 
Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, Greenville, Mo. : 

iu?he A mond,Wef J ^ f ^ ected m 7 and would have marched 
m the morning to accomplish the commission intrusted to me but I have 

this moment received an order from my commander-in-chief, Governor 

^hraSnPd lt ^ 1 7 ' W J l ° Ie *? rce t0 tlie su PPort of General 
X 1 I 10 V, Who is thieatened, as I informed you to-day, bv General F r <> 

mont. I will have to march to Sikeston as fast as po^siHle aSd unless 

ti rn tlemonsti ation which I made yesterday on Cape Girardeau with my 

dragoons may have answered the purpose, and I may meet another 

tiAIS carry out your plans, they ivill juwe to be 

had sent to SL h ‘f Q seEt couners after the persons whom I 
nau sent to piepnie the way for me to carry out the obieet bv T mvn+A 

enterprise, if possible, and report to you immediately if successful The 

CpWr peremptorily orders, so I must obey. Coramunhi 
tion to Bloomfield will meet with dispatch. J 

Yours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 
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I*, 8. — I was requested to immediately notify you of tliis order, wlricli 
Duty have some effect on your plans. I send you Reynolds’ letter,* 
which you can return to me. 


Headquarters, 
Greenville , Mo., August 7, 1861. 

'Major-General Polk, 

Commanding Department Wo. 2, Memphis, Tenn, : 

G ENERAL : 1 have received your communication of the 30th ultimo.* I 
have already informed you' of my movement on this place and its object. 

1 inclose a copy of my communication to General Pillow on the sub- 
jrrl of meeting with him at Benton, Mo. It contains fully my views on 
tin* subject of the military operations in Missouri. It will servo as a 
reply to that part of your letter relating to the same subject. I believe 
tfeneml Pillow ought not to attack Bird’s Point or Oape Girardeau. I 
do not; believe any object can be attained by it commensurate with the 
inevitable loss. The enemy, according to General Pillow’s own account, 
rail bring 10,000 men at either point to oppose him, intrenched, 1 sup- 

JlOM\ 

I have been waiting further information from Ironton. The order I 
novo for burning the bridges and tearing up the railroad track has not 
been executed. I have had no information from Ironton for several 
• lays, though I have sought information from every source within my 
reach, 

i inclose also copy of a letter to General Cooper f on the subject of 
(he A rkausas troops which were accepted by Mr. G. P. Johnson on the 
pari of the Confederate States, but which I declined, for reasons stated 
in that communication, to receive. 

t inclose requisition for quartermaster stores, which you will please 
have forwarded without delay. I mentioned in a previous letter that I 
had made a requisition on you for 90 days’ provisions for 7,000 men. I 
immlion it again, but hope it has been filled long ago. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

[lucloauro.] 

He AD QUARTERS , 
Greenville , Mo., August 7, 1861. 
Major-General Pillow, Commanding, Weiv Madrid ; 

General: I have received your dispatch of the 5th instant,* and 
have given it most careful consideration. I agree in all you say respect- 
ing Ihe necessity of uniting our forces. This has been my expectation 
from the beginning, and I thought it probable that we would unite at 
or near this point. This was the understanding when I last heard from 
yon. It is impossible, for many reasons, to unite with you at Benton. 
1 have, as I stated in a previous dispatch, only a small portion of my 
ferr<\ with me. The remainder is at Pitman’s Perry. I could not, if I 
would, meet you at the time proposed ; it is impossible. Besides, if I 
had my entire force here, it is doubtful if I would be justified in expos- 


" Not found. 

1 Inulosure No. 1, Hardee to Rector, August 8, p. 637. 
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ing my communications By moving in the direction proposed. My Base 
is at Pitman’s Ferry, which I think should Be yours. If you Base your- 
®elf on the Mississippi anywhere Between New Madrid and Gape Girar- 
deau, even it successful in your operations against Bird’s Point and 
J^ape Girardeau, your communications would be liable to constant in- 
terruptions. 

I am reasoning on the supposition that you do not intend at present 
to cut loose entirely from your sources of supply. Without presuming 
to enlighten you on your course, I desire you to consider what you will 
gam by attacking either Cape Girardeau or Bird’s Point. To whip the 
enemy is certainly important at all times, But one ought always to lmlit 
with an object. Wliat do you propose to accomplish By dislodging the 
enemy from these points? You can pass Both places, in my opinion 

Svtr^ 011, j Lt t^y follow y°T however, you can fight them 
^ieatlj to your adv antage in the held. If you take fiotli places, they can 

stillTm * v Ml ® slssi PPj* an ? Jonv communications would 

still be open to attack. Your true policy is to unite with me here, take 
Iron ton, march on Folia ; then abandon our Base of operations, cut off 
yon from his communications, attack and rout him : then march with all 

McCall ™h’s, Jackson’s, and mine) on Saint 
iSS*. ll ] our possession, the points you are going to 


with n RtT'mwr fnvna Tv 7 V 1 n oll gllt to DC llCRL 

either Voh^ Btaffo^^^ 6 irom • 

1,aHysmt to hm ’ n a 6 btM e « 8 >»- 

Yery respectfully, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Headquarters Army op Liberation 
Major-General Pome • "" M °" 7 > is(iL 

tho tmW /L °tp 1 i laGG ’ ^ 18 cerfcain the enemy can get no lower down 

X cime . 1 am satished the enemy will not attempt a descent so 
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low down as these works without large force, but he will certainly have 
a force in hand in a very short time to attack this place, and with iny 
small force will crush me and take the work, and then, if he should go 
on down, with the small force left to defend the works at Pillow and 
Bandolph, I see no reason why he could not take them also, but if there 
were troops enough here to protect this place he could not go below. 
If, however, this force should be cut up, and your whole force thus 
taken in detail, he will make a success of what otherwise could be suc- 
cessfully resisted. Before I agreed to come on this duty you assured 
me I should have the support of Hardee’s and Thompson’s forces, and 
you said you would give me a carte blanche. In all these assurances 
I am disappointed. It is painful fco be under the necessity of thus com- 
plaining, but I am loft without support, in an exposed condition, and 
with an inadequate supporting force, and though I have in three sev- 
eral dispatches explained everything to you, you fail to support me and 
place your disposable force below here, though you are fully advised of 
the danger of the position of this force, and you must know that if 1 am 
sacrificed here the forces below will also be sacrificed and the works all 
taken, whereas if this force was sustained or withdrawn to the strong 
position below, the country below would be safe. 

I know what I have to do and am fully prepared to make any per- 
sonal sacrifice, but I owe it to my command to avoid, if possible, so 
great a disaster to the country as their sacrifice would be. Controlled 
by these circumstances, my convictions of duty compel me to inform 
you that, unless assured of support, I shall take my whole force, abandon 
this place, and strike into the interior as the only course left. If the 
result should prove disastrous to my command or the country below, 
the responsibility will not rest on me. 

I am, general, with respect, &c., 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General, Commanding. 


August 8, 1861. 

[General Pillow] : 

My Dear General : The news last night from Ironton is that the 
enemy is concentrating a large force at that point, and as my orders for 
burning the bridges on railroad, &c., has not been executed, he can still 
farther re-enforce it from Saint Louis. I have slept on my letter to you 
of yesterday, and I am more and more convinced of the correctness of 
the views therein expressed. I write in haste. Send this by Colonel 
Johnson to General Polk. If we are to do anything in Missouri, we must 
have a large column. 

Bespeetfuliy, W. J. HABDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Confederate States of America, War Department, 

Richmond , August 8, 1861. ' 

His Excellency Governor Hector, Little Bode, Arlc. : 

Sir : This department has received a copy of the “ Terms and stipu- 
lations” agreed upon between the military board of the State of Arkan- 
sas,. on the one part, and Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, of the C. S. Army, on 
the other part, in regard to the u use and control of the forces, arms, 
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■* t 

munitions, and supplies now (then) in the service of the State of Ar- 
kansas. 

This contract has been examined * and is approved by this Department. 
X have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 
Secretary of War* 

Headquarters Upper District op Arkansas, 

Greenville , Mo., August 8, 1861. 
General Polk, Commanding Department No. 2, Memphis, Term, : 

General : When I made out my last requisition for quartermaster 
stores, I had not with me a copy of the requisition previously made for 
similar articles. If m that first requisition I called for articles required 
m the second, you will oblige me by not having- them sent. 1 allude 
now to hatchets, pickaxes, spades, shovels, and tents. I succeeded, 
after several days’ delay, in securing the co-operation of General Jeff! 
Thompson, commanding the Missouri forces, in a movement on Iron ton. 
He left me yesterday to perform his part of the enterprise, but last night 
c rived a dispatch from him stating that he had received a peremptory 
oxdei from Governor Jackson to repair forthwith to Hew Madrid, to assist 
mi ™! 1 1 i 0 ' Y ’ Avho ™ anticipating an attack from General lUemont. 
T1 c i abroad communication between fronton and Saint Louis being still 

to -f h 0r) af ( * ’ Witl i tll(3 Slnal ! fo ; rce im ^v command, 

7 ie£ns nca^ T^, *“? Wlthil1 20 miles of Ironton 

] eiDcips ncaiei. I shall fall back with the main force to a point ‘lbonr 

attkis } ])o?iit VeeU thlS PlaCC aud Pitmau ’ 8 Pcri T- My advance will remain 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 

Brigadier- General . 

Major-General Polk: Greenville, Mo., August S, 1861. 

+1 MY \ ? ear General : I desire to say that I should be glad to liavo 

months • a and S if Th lf 1 had ferity to receive them, for twelve 
months, and if they were armed, I should be too happy to have von 
receive them, if you feel authorized to act, and turn E over to nm 

TODorfc’to^no * ( nmlf S0U ’ 8 * is ,10 T at or " ear Pocaboutaa, with orders to 
* 0 P ° that ™i.rt ™° eS ought this regiment to he taken 

iiom ruat point. Golonel Johnson mentioned to me vour felowmili -iv, 
the military board asking for troops. You am yffl idKito 

P0 Jfwo t n 1 1 t U | ] aia T+ actj wIlich 1 ;[l °pc yon will do. b 
• ? A 6 ai f to iem state Missouri, we must have more troops and move 
m large columns against the enemy. i ? a m(ne 

Yery truly, your friend, 

W. J. HARDEE. 

Headquarters Upper District op Arkansas, 

1T _ ^ ^ Greenville , Mo., August 8, 1861. 

Hon. H. M. Rector, 'President Military Board: 

herewith a copy of a letter from me to the Adjutant- 
Geiieial 0. h. Army, d eclining to receive the troops now in the service 

See Hardee to Cooper, July 17, p. 609 ; and Hardee to Rector, August 8, p. 63IL 
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of Arkansas, and which you authorized Mr. G. P. Johnson to turn over 
■fco mo. 

It also inclose a copy of my instructions to Col. T. 0. Hindman, who 
is directed to proceed to the "brigade of General Pearce, and receivefrom 
your agent, General Burrow, the troops under the command of General 
J?ea,rce, in the service of the State of Arkansas. I regret I could not 
receive these troops sooner, hut 1 have already informed you of my rea- 


sons for declining to do so. 

If General McCulloch intends attacking 


Springfield, he has already 


done so. „ ,, , , , , , 

I regret that I felt constrained to decline to accept the troops you 
kin dly tendered to me. I want these regiments. My force is too small 
for offensive operations, hut I did not have authority to do so. 

I came here with about 1,200 men, to punish' a party of the enemy mun- 
Tberiug, it was estimated, from 800 to 1,500 men, who came from Ironton, 
it would seem, to plunder. Hearing of our approach, they left for Iron- 
ton. My advance is within about 18 or 20 miles of that place. 

X have endeavored to interrupt communication between Ironton and 
Saint Louis by tearing up the railroad and burning the bridges, but my 
efforts thus far have been unsuccessful. . 

I came here expecting the co operation of 2,000 Missourians, under 
General Thompson. I "placed myself yesterday (after several days’ 
delay) in communication with that officer, who promised to unite with 
me in an attack on Ironton. He parted with me anxious to peiiorm his 
part of the expedition, hut last night he sent me a dispatch stating that 
lie lmd received peremptory orders from Governor Jackson to repair 
forthwith to Hew Madrid to assist General Pillow, who was anticipating 
an attack by General Fremont. 

My force is at present too weak to advance on Ironton without his co- 


op ©ration. , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servan^ j HABDBB 

Brigadier- General. 


Much in want of clothing of every description. Shoes furnished from 
Kev Orleans not arrived. 

[Inclosuro No. 1.] 

Headquarters, 
Greenville , Mo., August 7, 1861. 

General S. Cooper, Adjutant- General, Richmond, Ya. : 

General : I received to-day by the bauds of Mr. G. P. Johnson, an 
Agreement made by him with the military board of Arkansas, by which 
the military board has transferred to the Confederate States the troops 
recently called into the service of the State of Arkansas by proclama- 
tion of the governor. These troops Mr. Johnson expected me to re- 
ceive, but I have declined to accept for the following reasons: Prom 
the letter of instructions given him by the Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary 



v ^ntioii. Again. I am satisfied that tho Confederate btates do not* 
contemplate receiving troops without arms, and I am fully convinced 
th at these regiments are only in part armed, and most of the arms they 
have unserviceable. I judge this from the domestic aims I have seen 
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in the hands of the Arkansas troops now in service. Moreover, I do 
not believe it is the practice or the policy of the Confederate Govern- 
ment to receive fresh troops from any of the States for a less period 
than three years or the war. The troops in the condition I should 
receive them would be useless to me, and although Mr. Johnson thinks 
it was the intention of the Department that he should accept and that I 
insti'iictk) 0 ^ 1 ^ 6 ^ -felt constrained to decline doing so without 

If the Department will arm the troops and they will agree to servo 
for three years or the war, I should be happy to have them. My force 
is now too small for offensive operations. y 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 

(Copy to General Polk.) Brigadier- General. 

[luelosuro No. 2.] 

Col. T. 0. Hindmah, 0. S. A. : GBEBImLLB > Mo -> Au 0™t 8, 1801. 

mmded’bv r r0ceed i t ?. tl10 brigade of Arkansas troops coin- 

mantled 03 Bi Lgadier-General Pearce, and, m accordance witli the 

agreement made by the military board and the undersigned von will 

General Burrow has been appointed by the militarv board to trim 
r^JT PS °T t0 Confederate States, and Sm £ you w d 
™ Wl11 receiTO three regiments only, and no general 

01 staff officers will be received, except one surgeon and one assistant 

rJ,Zlv}}n CGn7Q a11 public property in the hands of said troops and 

receipts for the same UU GOireGt by Personal examination you will pass 
To expedite matters, colonels of rp°'im Arif's m* /-aimr. ^pr 

Wiw 

skOTfetroTteto Pitmwfw er6il1 named ytra wil1 them by the 
station at such wUch *»>“ 

give protection to that portion of the stnS f,-. A* I ' anaas ‘ lf ’ wl11 best 
supplied with forage stote > aud wb ere they can be 

sistenor 1 ™"® 6111 ™ 48 ’ a ' 80 ’ by vhicb tbey «“ be supplied with sub- 

“ay taand 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 

a Brigadier- General. 

route aVill best^roteltthe’&bnte? 1>tain S ° 0tt ** SUcb point on yonr 
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Memphis, Tenn., August 8, 1861. 

“Ton. E. 0. Cabell: 

Dear Sir: Your dispatch communicating the -welcome intelligence 
lint the Confederate Congress had appropriated $1,000,000 for the 
I td'eime of Missouri lias beeu received. I hope to hear from you by 
oiler to-day in detail in relation to it, and trust that arrangements will 
i| KH‘di1y be made by which it will be made available. I desire you to 
m press upon President Davis and his Cabinet the fact that the present 
i lil itary division of the territory contiguous to Missouri, south and west, 
h not such as to insure concert of action, nor calculated to fully meet 
lie. exigencies that may arise in conducting the campaign in Missouri. 
* eneral Hardee and General McCulloch have each separate and distinct 
I i si riots and commands, and Major-General Price has command of the 
VI issouri forces. In carrying out the instructions of the President it 
nay be proper, and indeed we expect and desire, the Confederate gen- 
erals on our border to come into the State. Circumstances may require 
,1 lilt these three distinct commands should be united, or that they should 
tali in concert, though separately, for the accomplishment of a common 
ilijcct. As affairs now stand, though I do not specially apprehend it, 
1 , 'is possible there may be some distraction in counsel, jealousy of com- 
iismd, and consequent inefficiency and inaction. It has occurred to me 
dint if President Davis would appoint a major-general for nil that dis- 
trict of country lying west of General Polk’s district, and if he could go 
jrti) Missouri accompanied by me, I could require and compel by my 
orders as complete co-operation on the part of the State troops as if 
■liivy had been transferred to the Confederate service and were under 
j is command. Thus all military operations would be completely under 
die control of one head. 

I issued on the 5th day of August a declaration of independence, a 
jopy of which I inclose. 

1 trust and feel that you will, as heretofore, use every endeavor for 
inch action on the part of the Confederate States as will render our 
i ldcpendence permanent. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. E. JACKSON. 


Executive Office, 

JAttle Hock, Arlc ., August 9, 1861. 

; Jon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War , Richmond, Va. ; 

Sir: In accordance with your requisition of June 30, 1 have issued a 
> reclamation for 3,000 men — infantry. The two companies of cavalry 
ti*o in camp here, and, as per telegram received to-day, they will report 
ilium selves to General Hardee at once. 

Respectfully, 

H. M. RECTOR, 

Governor of Arlcansas. 


Headquarters Army of Liberation, 

New Madrid, August 9, 1861, 

CJoneral Polk:] 

General : Colonel Johnson, the authorized agent of the Confederate 
states Government, has received of the military authorities of Arkansas 
,ight or ten regiments of troops. I understand from. Colonel Johnson 
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that General Hardee does not feel authorized to receive them. I have 
said to him that 1 needed and would receive them., 1 cannot, as you are 
aware, move without additional force. Hardee himself says that I 
ought not to attempt an advance with less than 10,000 men. I would 
he glad to have you at once and promptly order up the Arkansas troops. 

The position I occupy here protects Arkansas from invasion by the river 
and through Chalk Bluff, it is therefore but right and proper that 
those forces should he sent here. The authority of the Confederate 
Government to Colonel Johnson to receive these troops is full and com- 
plete, and being under the absolute necessity of having additional forces 
for the work before me, I have told Johnson to refer the case to you, 
and hope you will as promptly as possible order them up. 

The Missouri forces are in the most inefficient possible condition. 

The authorities of the State have no funds, no means of subsisting the ’ 
forces of the State; they have no regular organization of staff officers; 
they have no means of subsistence except such as is taken by them from 
the inhabitants of the country. There is no one authorized’ to give cer- 
tificates lor these seizures, and if this system "of illegal seizures should 
he kept mp, it will turn tlie feelings of the best friends of the South in 
the country against our cause. But, independent of this, it will be im- 
possible to keep the Missouri forces in the field; they will disband, and 
in their present condition I would not blame them for doing so. 

To obviate this difficulty, I have determined to accept any of these 
troops who will accept service in the Confederate Army for and during 
the war. 

I do not believe the information you received from Columbus is cor- 
rect. and I have sent up by the river an armed steamer to report me 
the truth. I saw a man this morning from Wolf Island, which is in 
sight of Columbus, who says the report is incorrect. The enemy have, 
thrown out a large force to the neighborhood of Charleston, and are 
repairing my burnt road ; they have several thousand men out there, 
and about 1,500 men at York, 6 miles down the river from Cairo. 

, I have addressed you several dispatches, to which I invite your atten- 
tion, so that I may know how to shape my course. If there is no pros- 
pect of my going forward I should know it, and cease my efforts to get 
transportation, and save the expense of subsisting so large a number of 
animals. This is a very heavy item of expense. I retain the Ingomar 
here for the present to bring across and up to this x>laee Colonel Smith’s 
battery, which you advised me you had ordered up here. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

Genera l , Commanding. 

P. S. — Since writing the above, I have seen a gentleman that left 
Columbus yesterday, and says there are no troops there and everything 
is quiet. 


,, „ Little Book, August 10, 1801. 

Major-General Polk : 

We have seveu regiments completely organized. They are supplied 
with the domestic rifle, some of them sufficiently improved to be highly 
efficient. They are at the following places : Arkadelphia, 250 miles of 
Pocahontas; Benton, 200 miles of Pocahontas; Pine Bluff, 200 miles of 
Pocahontas; Springfield, 140 miles of Pocahontas; Yellville, 120 miles 
of Pocahontas; Jaeksonport, 40 miles of Pocahontas. 

The one at Yellville is a local defense, and probably ought not to he 
moved. To the rest of them we will issue such orders as you suggest. 
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To-night three of the regiments are south of the Arkansas River, and 
can bo transported by water if the exigency requires it. 

Indicate to us whether the necessity dethands such prompt transporta- 
tion* It is our desire to facilitate every movement. 

H. M. RECTOR, 
President Military Board. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. g, 

Camp Silceston, Mo., August 10, 1361. 
Brig* Gen. Gideon J. Rillow, O. S. A., New Madrid , Mo. : 

'Dear Sir : Yours of this morning, ordering me to retreat or fall back 
to Moore’s, has been received, but I have sent to the country tor meal 
iloiti, *ko., and have the party, mentioned in mine of 11.30 o’clock, and 
another, which is just starting, to strengthen a picket on the road to 
Benton to cover some wagons I have there, and watch a force of 500 
men, who reached Benton this morning. Therefore ! will be in no con- 
dition to tall back until morning, and will endeavor to hold my position 
until then, unless you positively request that X fall back to-night, which 
I can well do after dads, if necessary. If you will allow me,U would 
suggest that I think it proper, if possible, to hold this point as the key 
to Bird’s Point and Oape Girardeau, and, from the strength of picket 
the enemy wall believe that I have a large force here, and will not dare 
advance through the swamp, where I can whip him two to one, until 
convinced of my weakness, by which time you can strengthen me, and 
I will have 1,000 men more of my own. They are just learning that it 
is me that is here, as they have believed me at Greenville, and I am per- 
fectly willing to risk holding this point with the two companies of cavalry 
you have sent me, if you will allow me to. Answer as soon as possible. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 

P. S. — If I can stay here, please send the baggage of the cavalry com- 
panies on up ; if not, we will all fall back to-night after supper. I pre- 
fer remaining. 


Camp Whitewater, Mo., August 10, 1861—10 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., 

Commanding Army of Liberation, Neio Madrid, Mo . ; 

Dear Sir : I am here according to promise, and will be to-morrow 
by noon several miles east of here, in township 27, range 14. I will 
expect orders every moment from you. I would go at once to Sikeston, 
but have not heard from that side of the river for two days. I am going 
to Horse Mill to have meal ground. I have 400 dragoons and 900 in- 
fantry. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Greenville, Mo., August 11, 1861. 
Major-General Polk, Commanding , Memphis: 

General : I had placed myself in communication with General Jeff. 
Thompson, and bad planned with him an attack on Ironton. He left me 
41 R R— VOL III 
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fully intending to co-operate cordially in my operations and to carry out 
liis i)art of the programme. The same night he received a peremptory 
order from Governor Jackson to repair forthwith to New Madrid to assist 
General Pillow in his operations against General Frdmont. As the gen- 
eral felt compelled to obey, and being too weak without his assistance 
to make the attack, I have been compelled to defer making an advance 
until I get re-enforcements from below or General Pillow joins me. I 
have had no information from that officer for several days. 1 feel anx- 
ious to know what is going on at New Madrid, and what are his plans. 
I have ordered the occupation of Frederick! own, 40 miles in advance of 
this place, witli 600 Missourians, under Colonel Lowe, and 250 mounted 
Arkansians, the whole under command of Colonel Borland. I have di- 
rected this officer to seize all the lead at mine a la Matte, to send it to 
this place for transportation to Pitman’s Ferry. I have also directed 
the same officer to send out a party of mounted men, and at all hazards 
to cut the communication between fronton and Saint Louis. I shall 
leave to-day for Pitman’s Ferry, via Pocahontas, to look after the troops 
and supplies in that direction. I am much embarrassed for want of 
transportation for my command. I hope you are affording Colonel 
Cross every facility in obtaining the GO teams I sent him for. As I do not 
wish to send more letters than absolutely necessary by my courier, I 
will thank you to send this letter or a copy' of it to General S.. Cooper, 
adjutant-general. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


[General Polk :] 


Headquarters Army or Liberation, 

New Madrid , August 11, 1801. 


. General : I write on hoard the steamer Kcnnett, returning to Mad- 
rid, under your orders received last night. I liad embarked my whole 
force and had started down all my boats but three before the dis- 
patch was received. Upon its reception I dropped down to Point Pleas- 
ant, and sent down the Mohawk to overtake and order back all my 
transports ; three of my boats were overhauled and are now [on] the 
return with me ; the others were far ahead and may not return before 
to-morrow. 

My object in going to Point Pleasant was to inform myself thoroughly 
of the condition of that road, and to take iny departure as early as pos- 
sible upon the visit indicated in your dispatch. The road has 6 miles 
of trestle bridge. The sills are rotten, the plank broken and full of holes, 
and so rotten that it is impossible to move my trains of wagons and ar- 
tillery over it. This information I obtained from Colonel Walker, who 
commands a regiment of Missouri troops, and lay out at the west end 
of that road three months of the summer. I am satisfied that I cannot 
pass over that road, and I am also satisfied I can pass Cape Girardeau 
on my right, and unite my force with Hardee and Thompson bv a fine 
road, affording plenty of well water and of forage for my animals. 

Your dispatch directs me to abandon this place as a base and unite 
with Hardee. That I wall do, and avoid the enemy in force on my right. 
In this I understand myself as complying with your instructions. I want 
my transports, of which you speak, and my subsistence to come forward 
to this place. The positions of Pocahontas and Gutman’s [Pitman’s ?] 
Ferry are too far south for me to reach them with the transportation of 
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which you speak, viz, 200 covered wagons. I can go forward without 
difficulty. I am in possession of information that Fremont is much per- 
plexed to know wliat to do. My position threatens him on the south 
and on the river, while the advance of McCulloch and Hardee threaten 
Saint Louis, and he is running his troops up and down the river. He 
does not know what to do or which way to turn. Your order to fall 1 
back casts a deep gloom over this army, and caused me the most anx- 
ious and painful day I ever experienced, but still I promptly complied 
with it, as you have seen from my movements. I send down Oapt. W. 
IL Jackson, who is a most accomplished officer and full of energy, and 
wish you to let him bring forward to me as promptly as possible the 
field battery at Randolph, with the rifled cannon. It is not needed 
there ; ami the company you will send, from the inclosed dispatch from 
Major Stewart, is without officers. If you could, iu addition, spare me 
one other regiment, Walker’s or Neely’s — the latter preferred, because 
it is entirely composed of Americans, the former by Irish — I will give 
you a good account of the campaign. Do let me have Neely’s. The . 
enemy above will have neither time nor force to think of a descent on 
the river. We will expel him from and he will contend hard for the 
prize. If I were not perfectly satisfied you were all safe down south, I 
could not be induced to ask any force to [be] brought away, for my large 
interest is all below, as you know. Let me have the regiment, and if I fail 
anywhere all the responsibility shall rest on myself. ' I want more am- 
munition for my 0-poimder guns and the metallic fuse for my 8-inch how- 
itzer. Please have them moved up. I send down six of my 30-pounder 
gnus to Fort Pillow, as you direct. I will write you again in a few days. 

Yours, truly, 

HID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G-., 
Gam,]} Whiteivater, Mo., August 11, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., New Madrid Mo.: 

Dear Sir : The communication from Governor Jackson, dated the 
8th, informing me of your order, was received a few moments ago $ also 
a letter from Governor Reynolds, of yesterday, ordering me to report to 
Genera! Hardee. I cannot move until to-morrow, and will then depend 
upon the letter I get from you. If Oapt. Luke Byrne reaches you with 
this, you can send me a message with the most perfect confidence. I 
cannot write more, as I distinctly hear the report of the large guns. 
Had I not received the letter this morning, I would cross the river at 
once and go to tlie fight, wherever it is. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Gamp Whitewater, Mo., August 11, 1861. 

Col. James A. Walker, 

1st Begt, 1st JDist ., Mo. 8. G., Neiv Madrid, Mo. : 

Sir : I hear you have been ordered by the governor to retreat across 
the plank road and join Hardee. Report to me as soon as you cross 
the road and are safe from pursuit and await my orders, as I will either 
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go down to tliat route or you will come up to mine. We can hear the 
guns at. New Madrid. 

Yours, respectfully, 

MV JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier ■ General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Upper District op Arkansas, 

Pitman's Ferry , August 12, 1861. 

Major-G-eneral Polk, 

Commanding Department No. 2, Memphis, Tenn. : 

General : I received your dispatch to-day of the 8th while on my 
way to this place. I immediately sent an express back to Greenville 
informing the commanding’ officer ot the change of programme, enjoined 
renewed vigilance, but expressed a determination to hold on to what 
we had until driven back. This evening I was rejoiced to get your dis- 
patch of the 9th, in which you inform me that you have directed General 
Pdlow to abandon New Madrid and to march out and join me. Our 
united forces offer hopes of accomplishing results of which you raav be 
proud. I shall send forward the remainder of my force with 'all possible 
haste. I need the wagons which I am happy to hear that Colonel Cross 
is bringing forward. I cannot count on more than 4,000 effective men. 
Do m ge the President to send some arms for the new levies in Arkansas. 
Y e need reserves here to fall back upon in case of disaster, and parti cm 
iarly to supply the casualties incident to war. I have not yet received 
any of my supplies. I inclose copy of my letter sent to you yesterday 
Madrid, but which you may not receive. My ad- 
vance, 3011 will perceive, is 90 miles m advance of this place. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

Headquarters Army, 

, _ New Madrid, August 12, 1861. 

[General Polk :] ; 

M y f< J, r ? es are organized for the advance, and I am only 
detained for want of transportation. Thompson, underbuy orders has 
crossed the country and to-day readied Staton, and I have Serai 

ciXvZd r PI Y Co i onel regiment and Mfeonil 

™w kSi SoV f”*!™ °‘“y own cavalry will go tip to-mor- 
row. Colonel McGown is placed m command of one of my brigades, 

and I cannot let lum go back. Ton remember that the want of a com- 
petent brigade commander was one of my troubles in accepting the 
service upon which I am now ordered, and was explained to you as a 

ofZIZ ’S? MKl T matte was wtaed by the appointment 
01 ordei to place McCown in the command of one brigade . 1 This is an 

order that you must not insist upon; it will break up my organization 
and crippie me so that I could not go forward at all. y * 

abffi to°iTnf ft 161 v? eUt LS 1 1 i°n armed vvi11 d0 me n <> good, as I am un- 
able to aim it. You ought to give me the strength necessary to make 

my movement a brilliant success. A vigorous blow now will relieve 
estlbhshed? ^ gre - % t0 tllG Pr6Stige of Souther11 arms already 
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You know X understand the work before me j my prompt obedience 
to your order to evacuate was the proof of my submission to orders as 
a soldier, and my embarkation and equally prompt return leaves you 
no room to doubt my readiness under, all circumstances to comply with 
your orders. Sustain me, and I will keep Printout so busy that he will 
never think for a moment of attempting a descent. A movement down 
the river with less than 40,000 men will never be attempted. 

My boats are all gone below. I do my work so promptly that your 
orders do not reach me in time. I discharged all my boats last night 
and early this morning. Send up Bowen at once.' I will leave the 
moment my transportation reaches me. Thompson had a brush with 
the Dutch at Hamburg to-day, and cut them up and dispersed them, 
killing 1, wounding mortally 5 others, taking 25 horses and 5 guns. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Hew Madrid, August 12, 1861. 

[General Polk :] 

General : My forces have all returned except the Howard. She 
will probably be up to-day. One man fell overboard last night and 
was lost } this is the 'only accident or loss of any kind incident to the 
embarkation and return here under the order for evacuation. I have 
this morning sent my chief of engineers down to the plank road to make 
a careful examination of the bridges on it, so that I may know its char- 
acter. It is 132 miles on that route and 70 miles on the route by Benton 
to Jackson, that being the point of junction with Hardee. On the latter 
road I can pass Girardeau and all the enemy’s positions, and unite with 
Hardee. It is important that I have my transports hurried up as rap- 
idly as possible, that I may have the train properly organized for the 
forward movement. I wish to be ready to move by Saturday. I have 
to-day forwarded a dispatch to Hardee, for the purpose of fixing place 
and time of union of our forces. If there are any shoes or clothing in 
Memphis ready, please have them sent forward, i am much in need of 
two or three traveling forges and horseshoe iron and large quantity of 
horseshoe nails. Please order me forward a supply at once. I need 
Pitts and Bladder with me, and Dr. Hewn on, very much. Let them 
join me. I need one more regiment of infantry very much, and ought 
to have it. I have so many men sick with measles and other diseases, 
that when they are all sent' back my force is very small for the work to 
be done.' You might bring regiment from Union City to supply place 
of Heely’s. I could arm a' good company of infantry if I had it here. 
You might send me an unarmed company of Bowen’s regiment and I 
could ami it, and when the campaign is through I could restore it. I 
was anxious to have had with me Captain Bethell’s company of Pree- 
man’s regiment. He is my brother’s son-in-law, raised his company to 
be with me, and at my request, and is very anxious to join me tempo- 
rarily. I will keep you advised of everything until i leave. I shall 
keep the Grampus here until I leave for duty above, &c. 

Your friend, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 

I of course accept and am on duty under the commission by Confed- 
erate Government, but I have not done so formally. 
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Hew Madrid, Mo., August 12, 1861. 

Major-General Polk: 

I am very much- annoyed "by visitors to the army from Memphis. I 
will take it as a favor if you will grant such no more permits to come 
up the river. All civilians who attempt to accompany the army will 
he made to go into the ranks; the ladies will he returned to Memphis. 
Let this he understood hy those desiring to come up. I would he glad 
to have any of the companies belonging to the Memphis Legion that 
are thoroughly equipped. Captain King’s company of Colonel Pickett’s 
regiment, at Union City, can get a line supply of improved arms in 
Kentucky, provided they will come into this service. Dispatch him to 
join me with those arms. I wish very much the Hying battery at Kan- 
dolph; if you send it, also send mo all the canister you have in Mem- 
phis. I wish very much some 8-incli grape and all the large spherical 
case and shells for iny 8-inch howitzer you have. Please have them 
sent me hy the return trip of K — g. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

' General, Commanding. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond, August 13, 1861. 
His Excellency C. E. Jackson, Governor of Missouri : 

Sir: The Congress have appropriated. $1,000,000 to provide arms 
and ammunition and subsistence and transportation tor the troops of 
Missouri co-operating with those of Arkansas, and Mr. Broadwell has 
heen appointed brigade quartermaster to perform commissary duties to 
carry into effect the appropriation thus made, and to supervise and 
direct the expenditures under the different heads mentioned, and hence 
he has heen charged to deliver this letter to you in person. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of high regard, 

L. P. WALKED, 
Secretary of War. 


Memphis, Tenn., August 13, 1861. 

Maj. Gen, Leonidas Polk: 

Sir: This is to certify that the hearer, General James Harding, 
quartermaster-general of the State of Missouri, is hereby authorized 
and empowered to make requisitions for all army stores for the Missouri 
State Guard, and for me, and in my name, to receive and receipt for 
the same ; and he is farther authorized to receive and receipt for such 
sums of money or bonds as may be furnished by the Confederate States 
as may, on official statement, be shown to he necessary tor the indis- 
pensable wants of the Missouri State Guard. 

C. E. JACKSON", 

Governor, and Commander 4n- Chief of Mo. 8. G. 


Camp Siiceston, Mo., August 13, 1861—6 a. in. 
Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, C. S. A., Greenville, Mo. : 

Dear General : The order to General Pillow to evacuate Hew 
Madrid was countermanded after he had gone some distance down the 
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river, and lie immediately returned, and "will advance without delay. I 
reached here last evening, and have commenced destroying the railroad. 
I inclose you a letter from General Pillow. I hope we can soon advance 
far enough to act in conjunction. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


. Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 13, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 

Commanding the Army of Liberation , Agio Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : Yours of last evening and note of this morning are at 
hand. I have sent 150 picked infantry and 100 picked dragoons to drive 
away the guard and workmen who are repairing the railroad, and, if 
possible, to destroy the road up to Bird’s Point itself. The infantry are 
Mississippi County men, and know every path to return by if defeated. 
The dragoons are all swamp men. I expect them to accomplish some- 
thing important. You ask me to let you know our condition and wants. 
The fact is that, although my men are in fine spirits, yet we want every- 
thing to make them efficient, shoes especially, tin cups, and canteens. 
I am short several hundred guns, and any you have to spare, never 
mind how few or many, would be acceptable. If your quartermas- 
ter could let me have an assortment of blank hooks, they would assist 
me much. Price’s dragoons have arrived. I have a number of prisoners 
(some 20), who should be held as hostages, if for no other purpose. 
Shall I scud them to Hew Madrid, where they can he used, or to Bloom- 
field, to the jail ? 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 13, 1861. 
Brig. Geu. Gideon J. Pillow, New Madrid , Mo . ; 

Dear Sir: We succeeded in entirely destroying the long trestle 
and pile bridges, 7 miles east of here, last night. We cut the ties, 
threw off the rails, and fired the whole concern, which is still burning, 
with a picket stationed to keep it burning. I have a hand car here, 
and therefore have the use of the 7 miles of road. If I had reached here 
a few hours earlier yesterday, I would have sent my men beyond 
Charleston to destroy the piling destroyed by your men, which is now 
nearly repaired. I will reeonnoiter that far to-day, and if anything 
can be done I will have it done. Please appoint a parole system of 
passes, or something of the kind, for the use of our joint forces. Any 
communications sent to Mr. Harper can be sent me each hour. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier • General, Commanding. 
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Camp Sikeston,Mo., August .13, 1SG.1. 
Maj . A. Waugh, Commanding Scott County Battalion , .Present: 

Dear Sir: You will take 50 picked men from your battalion, and 
go as far northward of this point as may be safe and necessary to guard 
against the approach of the enemy in that direction. It is reported that 
500 men are at Benton. Watch them closely, that they do not cut off 
your communication and retreat towards me. Ypnr infantry should go 
about 5. or G miles north of this place, but I will send you 00 dragoons, 
to advance as.vedettes and pickets, under your direction, to effectually 
guard against danger from that direction. Eations will, bo forwarded 
to you or can be procured there, as you see lit. Should I not send you 
a courier or messenger, return to-morrow after sunrise ; and should you 
hear three guns from this point at any time, fall back immediately. I 
have cautioned, the picket towards Bird’s Point that if they hear three 
guns to fall back, unless lighting themselves, when the signal will be 
for you to come to their assistance. If you are lighting, the signal will 
be lor them to come to your assistance. Six gnus will mean come any- 
how. I leave the details of your movement, after you start, to yourself. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEEP. THOMPSON, 

1 Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Gamp Sikeston, Mo., August 14, 18G1—G.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, New Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : Last night, about 11.30 o’clock, a courier came in from 
towards Benton, and also from Charleston, reporting both parties ap- 
proaching the enemy, and the courier from towards Benton reports liim 
advancing. I immediately sent you two cavalry companies, a company 
ot dragoons, and one of infantry, to support the party towards Benton, 
and the party at Charleston to obey their original orders, as I have no 
one to send to their support. I have not much faith in the reported 
advance from Benton, but provided against it anyhow. If Walker’s 
regiment had been here I would have sent them to Charleston, and held 
that place against the enemy until you came to my help, as there is a 
rich neighborhood there, which could furnish us much transportation 
and provender. No couriers have come in since the hour named I 
will write constantly as news arrives. I ordered Walker up last night, 
and expect bun m a lew hours. I send a requisition for ammunition 
please let me have some. ’ 

Yours, most respectfully, 

> M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Oamp Siiceston, Mo., August 14, 1SG1-7.30 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., New Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear General: The party sent to Charleston has returned, and 
or course tell many remarkable stories about their adventures. They 
brought m 2 prisoners, who were privates in the dragoons (who charged 
through the town this morning, and were thrown from their horses), 
and they both agree in saying that all of Fremont’s force is at Bird’s 
Point, and numbers about 13,000. One says he had been sent on picket 
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on Sunday, and had not been in since. Tlie other says he left yester- 
day. Our men agree in saying that several thousand were advancing 
on Charleston, but a neighbor, who left an hour or more after them, 
says but 700 had arrived in the town when he left. Captain White had 
sent to you for re-enforcements, but, as we cannot second any attack 
from this point, they had better not advance. I will try to hear defi- 
nitely and truthfully from Bird’s Point to-morrow. A spy, just in from 
Scott County, reports that at noon there were no men in Commerce, but 
300 in Hamburg and 300 in Benton. They have six guns with them. If 
you would allow me to suggest, I would say that this is not the point 
for a depot until after Commerce or Cape Girardeau is taken. I shall 
have sufficient store room for you. Tipped's regiment and two com- 
panies of Mississippians are at Jones’ Ferry, and I have only 20 men 
towards Charleston. To-morrow I hope there will be one of your offi- 
cers here to act in conjunction with me, and that the horses of your 
cavalry will be sufficiently rested to take their turn at picket duty. If 
the force represented be at Bird’s Point we cannot be too vigilant. I 
have requested the Tennessee cavalry to start at daybreak towards 
Charleston, to cover us in that direction. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 14, 1861 — 10.30 o’clock. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., Neio Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear Sir: Yours of this morning is at hand. I will have aware- 
room prepared. I had taken the depot myself, but you shall have the 
largest to be had in the village. I had sent the Mississippi cavalry and 
Colonel Tippen’s regiment to the point you indicated in your letter be- 
fore I heard from you. Waugh, with his men and the Tennessee cav- 
alry, has returned. The shots were exchanged by the cavalry pickets, 
and both parties ran. I will give my men a good lecture. My men are 
doing finely at Charleston, as you will see by the inclosed note. I am 
not strong enough to hold Charleston, and therefore will let my men 
lull back, according to written instructions. If the horses of the Ten- 
nesseeans were not tired, I would send over and drive the enemy into 
Bird’s Point, which we could easily do, as we have them frightened. I 
will send over some men to cover the retreat. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 

P. S. — If you will let me, I will try to take Commerce to morrow. It 
is a strong point, and will cut off communication as effectually as Cape 
Girardeau. 


Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 14, 1861 — 11 p. m. 
Maj. J. H. Miller, 

Commanding Mississippi Cavalry , Jones’ Ford , Mo. : 

Dear Major : Yours of to-night is at hand. I agree with you that 
the bait is very tempting, and that time is a great object in our move- 
ments against Hamburg and Commerce ; but we are entirely too weak 
to hold these positions, if we took them, until to-morrow night, and 
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therefore there would he no object accomplished by a fight in that 
direction. The party from Charleston has returned, and reports 13,000 
men at Bird’s Point, getting ready to move here, to cut us off from' an 
approach to the Mississippi River north of them, and they will proba- 
bly make the attempt within 48 hours. If they do‘, we will need all our 
force east of here ; but, should enough troops reach here to-morrow to 
hold Bird’s Point in check, I will send all my dragoons to aid you in 
taking the points named above. I will send you a 12-pounder early in 
the morning. If your pickets want to smell powder, let them have a 
chance. Lieutenant- Colonel Akers will accede to any of your suggestions. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFE. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier ■ General , Commanding. 


Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 14, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., New Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear General: The enemy, before retiring into Benton, burned Par- 
rott’s Mill, which has been our main reliance, and there is no mill of 
consequence now in Scott County, except a splendid mill in Commerce. 
There are high bluffs at Commerce, the river is narrow, and the channel 
runs near our shore. If we had only guns sufficient to hold it, it should 
be taken, by all means, before the enemy estimates its value or pre- 
pares to hold it. Cape Girardeau will then rely only on Saint Louis for 
support, and probably can also be taken before Saturday night. The 
enemy has no idea of our strength, and we should act while he is in 
doubt. They knew not what re-enforcements you brought back with 
you or how many men I have; so, if the men’s legs will only carry them 
last enough and far enough, we can take everything by storm. I must 
either threaten the Cape or send a battalion to guard the road from 
there to Bloomfield. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Steamer Mohawk, 
Mississippi River, August 15, 1861. 

General Pillow: 

General: I have been informed since I left New Madrid that it is 
the purpose of the enemy to send down to attack your position 10,000 
^,000 came to-day and 5,000 are to come to-morrow. The 
5,000 ot to-day will. probably stop at Island No. 10, with the view of 
seizing occupying it, and making it a base Of operations for the 
whole 10,000 when concentrated. This I think more than probable. In 
that ease I am clearly of the opinion that your duty is to cross the river into 
lennessee with your whole command at once. To enable you to do this I 
send you three steamers, the Falls City, the Kentucky, and the Cheeny, 
which, together with the Grampus and Equality, should enable you to 
cross promptly. By this movement you may send forward McOown’s 
brigade to attack the enemy on the island from the Tennessee side, and 
it the movement is prompt, he may cut off the retreat [to] his boats and 
you will at all events be able to fight him as well from the Tennessee as 
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from tlio Missouri sliore, In case you should not be able to check his 
descent of the river and he should pass you, you will then have an open 
way to Union Oity, where, by sending a messenger forward and order- 
ing' up transportation, you can take the cars and proceed either to my 
'support at Forts Pillow and Randolph,. or you may fall back on Mem- 
phis for its defense. If on the other hand you remain where you are to 
await him there and a reverse should befall you, you will have no base 
to fall back upon, and you will [be] deprived of the ability to aid me 
either at the forts below or at Memphis. 

My opinion therefore is; I repeat, that you cross the river forthwith and 
via he Union City your base. 

It has just occurred to me that you might also use the large wharf 
boat as a transport, having it towed, and it will hold at least 1,000 men. 
My opinion is that the men, ammunition, and arms should be transported 
first. 


In case the enemy should (which I by no means anticipate) have dis- 
appeared in the morning, my counsel is nevertheless the same. And I 
hope you will in that case certainly send Colonel McCown’s brigade 
to occupy and fortify the island and the shore on the Tennessee side 
as I have indicated. Captain Gray is sent with this dispatch and is 
charged with the selection and supervision of the points to be occupied. 
You should send an express to General Clark, and let me hear from you 
as promptly and as often as possible. 

V ery respectfully, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General. 


C. S. Steamer Mohawk, 

New Madrid Bend , August 15, 1861. 

The following are the views of Captain Gray of his examination of 
Island No. 10 Bend, made August 14, 1861 : 

That it is a strong position naturally for erecting works to defend the 
passage of the Mississippi River ; that a series of earthworks would be 
necessary, and all the material required would be convenient and made 
available without delay; that there should be a bastion earthwork upon 
the mainland, and upon Island No. 10 a redoubt inclosed to hold 1,000 
men; that at a point say three-quarters of a mile above the mainland 
work, and on the same side of the river, a redan earthwork should be 
thrown up immediately, and a couple of 12-pounders or two 32-pounders, 
it at hand, placed in position; also a battery of horse artillery, with a 
regiment or troop (part horse and part infantry) encamped at the redan 
tort; the artillery to be placed in position to operate with the heavier 
pieces in defending the landing or to be moved along the bank of the 
river, as might be required. The redan can be thrown up ol earth and 
the guns mounted, en barbette in a very little while. _ This battery would 
effectually prevent the landing of troops and artillery of the enemy, 
should they attempt to take possession of the neck of laud for the pur- 
pose of cutting off communication with New Madrid by water, and also 

the communication by road to Union City. 

An accurate survey should be at once made of Island No. 10 and the 
mainland on the left bank on Tennessee side, for the. purpose of erect- 
ing the earthworks referred to. , _ • 

With these three batteries a most powerful, concentrated, raking as 
well as plunging fire could be kept up upon boats of any character com- 
ing down the river, and at a distance from each battery ranging from 
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500 yards to several miles, if desired. Every portion of a boat attempt- 
ing to pass would be exposed, even to tlie rudder, tire covering- of the 
deck, broadsides, and stern at the same instant. 

The position of these batteries, to be taken by a flank movement, is 
as 'strong in favor of the forts as they would be against an enemy on the 
water, if properly constructed. That with a cordon of stations on the 
route from the river to Union City from 25 to 35 miles in length, the 
whole of Northwestern Tennessee could be easily defended; and no 
more favorable line could be found to resist the enemy, while being- 
ready at any moment to concentrate rapidly a strong force (without 
weakening the main defenses) for the purpose of offensive movements 
northward upon our foes. 

If New Madrid was threatened by a land attack, the garrison of New 
Madrid could be re-enforced from the neck in a few hours. With the 
forts above placed, one large steamer at least might always bo kept in 
readiness at New Madrid to transport troops either side, as the emergency 
required. 

The situation of Island HjTo. 10, in connection with the mainland de- 
fenses, for the purpose of repelling the enemy from the New Madrid 
side as well as the Tennessee side, and for a protection to the valley of 
the Mississippi ancl a magnificent section of the State of Tennessee, has 
no superior, in my judgment, above Memphis. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

„ Richmond, August 10, 1801. 

Major G-orgtAS, Chief of Ordnance : 

Sir : In a letter from Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, dated Camp near 
Cassville, Mo., July 30, occurs the following paragraph : 

I have been compelled to furnish other commands with so much of my ammunition 
that my supply w now very limited, and if the enemy are re-enforced it may be neces- 
sary to have a large supply [here to carry on the war. In any event it is necessary 
to have a supply] seut to Port Smith for the use of my command, and I hope you 
will see the necessity of at once sending me a large amount of Hint-lock musket 
cartridges and percussion musket cartridges for percussion and minie muskets, and 
caps and such cannon ammunition for field pieces as can bo spared. We are very 
much m need of caps, both for the musket and the ordinary rifle. I am in hopes that 

“7 all ' y ,fr fo/iu former comimmlUiSs? 

w +- 1 notified me that ammunition lately sent for the use of the brigado 

aad i a Trinity of accouterments) were lost with the 
steamboat vv illiain Henry ou the Arkansas River. 

Your attention is respectfully directed to the importance of this sub- 
ject, _ especially m view of the active operations now commenced in Mis- 
souri, and you are instructed to supply Brigadier-General McCulloch’s 
wants to the extent of your power. 

Respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 

' Secretary of War. 

rr. _ Richmond, August 16, 1861, 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, ' ’ 

President Confederate States of America: 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose a letter from Governor Jackson, of 
Missouri, in which he suggests the importance of all military operations 
m Missouri being under one head.* I have also a letter from Lieuten- 
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ant- Governor Reynolds from Rew Madrid, in which he requests me to 
say to you, u We need here an able general in the field and command- 
ing; the whole valley of the Mississippi.” 

It is the wish of Governor Jackson that operations in Missouri should 
be under control of an experienced or skillful general of the Confederate 
States, and, he will take care that there shall be no conflict between the 
State and Confederate commanding officers. I am also authorized to 
say that Major-General Price desires to co-operate with the Confederate 
Army, and will allow no question of rank to interfere with the control 
of military movements in Missouri by the general of the Confederate 
Army whom you may send into the State. 

Respectfully submitting this subject to your consideration, I have the 
honor to be, with great respect, yOur obedient servant, 

E. 0. CABELL. 


Headquarters McCulloch’s Brigade, 

Gam]) at Pond Springs, Mo., August 16, 1861. 
Soldiers of Arkansas, Louisiana , and Texas 
The reputation of the States that sent you here is now in your hands. 
If wrong is done, blame will attach to all. Then let it be the duty of 
all to restrain the vicious. Let not the laurels so nobly won on the 10th 
instant at the battle of the Oak Hills be tarnished by a single trespass 
upon the property of the citizens of Missouri. 

The quartermasters of regiments will imrehase all that can be had in 
the country for your use. 

Let it not be said of us that we are not gentlemen as well as soldiers. 

BER. MCCULLOCH, ^ 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Port Pillow, August 16, 1861. 

General Pillow : 

General : You have passed the night, I hope, without an attack, 
and as the movements of the enemy are not very clear or his purposes 
plain, I cannot but also hope he may have determined not to occupy the 
island, and so have left you alone. His movement down to that island 
last night, and the facility with which he might manifestly take posses- 
sion of and occupy it, very much strengthens the conclusion I arrived 
at before leaving Memphis for your camp, and which, as I remarked in 
the council held at my quarters yesterday, it was the principal object of 
my visit to state to you, to wit, the- paramount importance of our hold- 
ing it ourselves, and that, too, by a portion of the force under your com- 
mand. I have to repeat, therefore, the instructions given you last night 
in the dispatch sent you by the hands of Captain Gray, that you order 
Colonel McCowu’s brigade to advance to Island Ho. 10 and occupy and 
fortify it, as well as the main shore on the Tennessee side. I have 
placed the reconnaissance of the ground for this work, and the construc- 
tion of the batteries, under my engineer, Captain Gray, who has already, 
under my instructions, given attention to that subject. 

The propriety of further delay in any movement contemplated by 
you in Missouri, by which you would be removed from Tennessee, is 
more urgently demanded by the fact that I have this moment received 
a dispatch from Richmond ordering the immediate removal of the two 
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Mississippi regiments, now at Union City, forward to Knoxville to Gen- 
eral Zollicoffer, whose command is seriously threatened at that place. 
If the command of Colonel McOown should he threatened, I shall of 
course expect yon to proceed to his support, with all your forces, if cir- 
cumstances should require it. 

In my dispatch of last night, already alluded to, I expressed the 
opinion that if the enemy was corning down in the force reported to me 
it would be expedient for you to cross the river with the whole of your 
command into Tennessee. 

In regard to compliance with this order, you are left to conform your 
actiou to the exigencies of the case. I have to repeat that, so soon as 
the condition of the force in my hands shall be strong enough, I shall 
with pleasure furnish you the troops necessary to proceed with your 
movement on Missouri. In the mean season I suggest whether it might 
not he well to take measures for having the plank road out from Point 
Pleasant put into passable condition. In the condition of uncertainty 
resting on affairs above, I have stopped the Hill at this place and caused 
her to discharge a lot of mules and other things she had for you, she 
being wanted for service in a another direction. These things shall be 
sent forward so soon as you will say you desire them. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding P. A. C. S. 


Hew Madrid, August 10. 1SG1. 

[General Polk :] 

General : We had no attack last night and nothing occurred after 
you left. There were two gunboats {nothing else) in the chase of last 
night ; they stopped and lay up against the bank below Island Ho. 10 
until about 11 o’clock, aud then returned. They had no troops except 
those necessary to man their guns, and it was simply a chase after the 
Grampus ; failing in overhauling her, they returned. At 2 o’clock last 
night_ I received the inclosed communication from Thompson, which 
explains itself ; also the inclosed Extra Republican, from which it is 
now certain that a battle, and bloody one, has been fought between 
McCulloch’s and Lyon’s forces, in which the latter was defeated and 
Lyon killed. The reports of this battle before were premature (but 
like Manassas, which was preceded by similar reports), but now it is cer- 
tain. You will perceive from the Republican that it has thrown every- 
thin g into commotion. These things explain the statement made by the 
captain of the captured steamer last night, viz, that the Uncle Sam 
moved oft with a boat load of troops up the river yesterday morning 
and that the- forces at Horfolk (6 miles below Cairo) were all removed 
night before last ; it explains and confirms the report of Mr. Chew, as 
given me by General Thompson in his dispatch. In fine, it explains 
everything, and the various reports through different channels all agree 
and corroborate and confirm the statements in the Saint Louis Repub- 
lican. The Grampus went above, saw the gunboats last night, lay up 
and watched them, aud has now gone up to Hickman. I now therefore 
comprehend all the enemy’s movements. His whole force (except 2,000 
at Bird’s Point) is drawn up to Saint Louis, to save that city and pro- 
tect his retreating force, crippled and cut to pieces. You will lienee 
perceive the importance of now pressing him from all points by urging 
our forces forward. The Island Ho. 10 will do the enemy no good with- 
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out troops. The great city. of Saint Louis, with, its capital, shops, and 
bank capital, the point from, which all his operations must be directed, 
is in imminent danger, and will fall if we push up our operations, and 
then lie will have received a blow paralyzing him more than if Wash- 
ington was captured. 

If you will only order me 117) one more regiment, and push up my 
transportation, and let Oapf. W. i-I. Jackson come forward with my bat- 
tery and the additional ordnance and subsistence stores on board the 
Hill, I will drive everything out of my way, join Hardee in live days, and 
push oil to Saint Louis, destroying the railroad j but for God’s sake don’t 
hold me back or cripple me for a want which will wait on you until the 
work of emancipating Missouri is conqileted. 

Your dispatch of last night is received and contents carefully read. 

You will perceive that the steps ordered by you, and based entirely 
011 impressions and information of last night, would be modified by the 
new light we now have. All of our impressions from then existing lights 
are totally changed by the developments since you left, showing that 
the enemy at that very moment was hurrying his forces from our front 
to Saint Louis, and that the movement involved the fall of his cause in 
the West. Under all these circumstances I will suspend any action, in 
regard to the island movement until I can hear from you. Captain 
Gray will remain here until we get your answer. I cannot doubt if you 
were here now your views would correspond with mine as to the emi- 
nent importance of pressing forward. I can push forward in two days 
after you return the Hill. 

Don’t lose a moment’s time in answering. 


Your obedient servant, 


GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Gamp Sikeston, Mo., August 16/1861. 
Capt. Charles Price, Commanding Dragoons , Present : 

Dear Sir : You will proceed on your march, as ordered last night, 
although the Tennesseeans have returned 5 join Lieutenant Dunson, 
and go as near Bird’s Point as possible, to obtain information of what 
is going on there. I understand the enemy has called in all his work- 
men and guards. Be very vigilant, keeping out flankers, so that you 
may not be cut off. He has two companies of dragoons, but they are 
not your equal in prowess, if you are not surprised. If you find these 
reports are true, you must send us some more goods and transportation 
from the neighborhood of Charleston and the country stores around that 
point of country. We need clothes, boots, shoes, candles, soap, and 
many other articles, which your judgment will prompt. Prevent private 
stealing and personal revenge, but remember we are at war, and must 
be provided with certain necessaries. Send me a courier each two 
hours, after you reach Charleston. You will remain until relieved. 

Yours, &c., 

’ M. JEPP. THOMPSON,. 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp Sikeston, Mo., August 16, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow,. 0 . S. A., Neiv Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear Sir : I have ordered the Mississippians, two companies of my 
dragoons, and my Third Regiment to advance on Benton and Hamburg, 
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to feel the strength of the enemy. I believe he will retire at once, in 
which ease I will drive him out of Scott County. I have sent my First 
Regiment up to Jones’ Ford, to relieve the Third. I have sent 80 of 
my dragoons to Hickory Ridge, to watch Cape Girardeau, and two com- 
panies of dragoons to the neighborhood of Bird’s Point. Some strange 
commotion is evidently going on among the enemy, and strong vedettes 
will make him more cautious, if. he has any design upon us. If he is 
going to Saint Louis (which I believe), the sooner we get a point on the 
river between Cairo and Saint Louis the better. Captain IT eel y says 
the enemy is confined to the limits of his works at Bird’s Point, last 
night having called in all his workmen and guards from the railroad. 
I send a requisition for some strapped shot, which you will please send 
me as speedily as possible. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp Siiceston, Mo., August 16, 1861—4 o’clock. 
Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, 0 . S. A., Greenville, or en route : 

Hear General : I inclose you another dispatch* from General Pil- 
low. While we are resting on our oars, except the demonstrations I 
will make at Bird’s Point, and other points around me, our enemy is in 
the greatest commotion. All the troops at Bird’s Point went up the 
liver, yesterday, but how far I have not yet learned. Four gunboats ran 
down to FT ew Madrid, to keep General Pillow there, but I am satisfied 
that they had no troops aboard, and only intended to cover some other 
movement. The enemy will either land in force at Cape Girardeau or 
concentrate their whole force at Saint Louis, to make a demonstration 
at you or to cover the retreat of Lyon’s troops, whom I am satisfied 
have been totally routed, although they are reported as retreating in 
order by the Saint Louis Democrat. I send 80 dragoons to watch Gape 
Girardeau, and one of them will bear this to you, and can tell you 
whether the Cape is the point or not. I have heard that the Iron 
Mountain Railroad has been crippled. I hope the time to narrow 
the circle around Saint Louis has come, and that our coils are strong 
enough to crush the enemy at once. ® 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp Siiceston, Mo., August .16, 1S61— 8 p, m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., Neio Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear General : I send you a dispatch from Cleburne and a courier 
from Hardee.f My men from Charleston report still no more men out- 
side of Bird’s Point. My expedition into Scott County has not sent me 
a single messenger, and I believe they are clearing out the whole county, 
and prefer the credit of doing the whole job alone. I would like very 
much to have your permission to advance, as I am sure that I can take 
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i -\«<po Girardeau without firing a gun by inarching these moonlight 
Jughts and taking them by surprise. Every one gives me the credit of 
1 1 jiving at least 7,000 men, and I have them frightened nearly to death. 
I f you will allow the move, let me know it by one of my couriers to- 
*Ught, so that I can make my first march in the morning, and appear 
* > t - fore the Gape at daybreak on Sunday. If I cannot make them capit- 
tiia{:e I will retire to Jackson, where the troops at Eredericktown will 
** ti a reserve for me. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


... , Fort Pillow, August 17, 1861. 

( < « (moral Pillow:] 

General: In my disp’atch of yesterday I gave you instructions to 
t JX'dor Colonel McCown’s brigade forward to occupy and fortify Island 
N"' 10 and the main shore on the Tennessee side'; and informed you 

I I ml I had, ordered the reconnaissance to be made by Captain Gray, 

I I I ider whose supervision the works would be constructed. The order I 
3 tope you executed promptly; if so, they will be prepared for the relief 
1 am now sending them, and the work of seizure which I have deemed 
«»f such great importance to the security of my Department will have 
t num effected, and the armament be more or less in place by the time 
l i tis reaches you. I have ordered Walker’s regiment forward to their 
I »«**(’> and shall to-day send forward Neely’s regiment, with the three 
itrlillery companies from linndolph, under Major Stewart, to relieve 
< ’ olonei. MoCown at Island No. 10. Colonel McCown, in the order given 
t Gdonel Neely to relieve him, is ordered to report immediately to you 
3 Yu* duty. I feel myself able to relieve Colonel McCown from the duty 
t o winch lie was assigned thus early, because of intelligence I have re- 
tMHVed from headquarters at Memphis that a liberal response is being 
ti uide to my call for troops from below, and this notwithstanding the witli- 
c 1 rawal of the two Mississippi regiments for service in East Tennessee. 

1 have ordered Capt. Hamilton Jackson to proceed on the Alonzo 
t ?-JiiId to you with liis company and to report for orders. I have also 
hoi it; forward on the Child the freight brought up by the Hill, of which 
I wrote you yesterday. You will find 50 wagons, with mules, on the 
I ngoinar. The wagon-master who put the mules ashore from the Hill 
w ill report what he has. 

You may now proceed with your movement into Missouri as soon as 
you uro ready, and I hope you will proceed cautiously, while you pro- 
yiM'd firmly, in making your way out from the swamps into the open 
|M >iintry of Missouri. I send forward all the subsistence stores that 
wtvre on the Hill, which, together with the quartermaster and other 

tires on the Ingornar and the Child, I hope are all that you need. If 
you want more, let me know. As to ordnance stores, I take it for 
Vr-ri inted you have ordered wliat you require, and that they too may be 
t > ] i the boats going up or are being sent forward from Memphis. 

I loping you may have a prosperous campaign, I remain, respectfully, 
v ouV obedient servant, 

“ t L. FOLK, 

Major-General , Commanding /Second Department. 

3?. S.— I inclose you the last dispatches* which have reached us through 
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the wires. We have heard also from Virginia that Lee has met and 
defeated Rosecrans, and taken almost the whole of his command pris- 
oners. It is believed to be true. 

I shall, as soon as I can, concentrate a largo force at Bo. 10, as well 
for the purpose of strengthening it as for the purpose of its forming a 
reserve for operations on Missouri, but I cannot say how soon ; you 
shall be advised wlien this is done. Let me hear from you often. I 
shall keep a small steamer to ply between the post at Bo. 10 and the 
end of the wires at Randolph, passing this post. These wires shall be 
extended to this post as soon as possible; also from Union City to 
Bo. 10.' 


Headquarters Army op Liberation, 

New Madrid, August 17, 18G1. 

[General Polk :] 

General : I send down the Bew Palls City to get some supplies for 
this army. We have only rations of bacon for two or three days. My 
outposts and scouts report that the enemy have drawn in all the work- 
ing parties on the railroad and keep out no pickets at Bird’s Point. 
We have driven the enemy from Benton and Hamburg and into Cape 
Girardeau. I am ready to advance if I had my transportation. I tele- 
graphed you from Hickman to-day. Let me have the Hill as early as 
possible. I can pass on the direct route to the Cape. [Illegible] of Pre- 
mont’s have been drawn up to Saint Louis except the garrison, as stated 
to you yesterday. Colonel McOown and Captain Gray are engaged in 
a reconnaissance of Island Bo. 10. Please send back the boats at once. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Gam]) Silceston , Mo., August 17, 1861 — 8 a. m. 
Brig,. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., New Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear Sir: I have waited anxiously for the order, but as none has 
arrived, I have acted upon the circumstances which surround me, and 
have made the following disposition for tliis day : My First and Third 
Regiments are ordered to encamp at Jones’ Ford (about 800 men) ; the 
Mississippi cavalry, Beely’s Tennesseeans, and two companies of dra- 
goons are at Watkins’ farm (325) ; the Scott County Battalion are ordered 
to occupy the church or fort at Hamburg ; Brown’s battalion is ordered 
ito Benton (250); Haywood’s rangers and Price’s dragoons (125) will 
vedette Bird’s Point. Hunter and Jennings, with four full companies, 
wih remain here (300) ; also Burns’, Flunkies’, and Partizin’s (about 
200). In all, 500. If your permission to move comes, I will move my 
headquarters to Benton. The Cape must be taken bv surprise, to pre- 
vent the removal of the specie from the hanks. If you will send me a 
few more companies of dragoons I will take it to-morrow, probably by 
capitulation, and by storm anyhow. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSOB, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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„ . Camp Siiceston, Mo., August 17, 1861. 

Mnj. J. H. Miller, 7 

Commanding Advance , Walldns 1 Fawn, Mo. ; 

. Pear Major: I have just received a dispatch from. Captain Neely, 
informing me of the landing of steamboats at Commerce. I believe 
their stay will be temporary, but it will be well to watch them close, 
and il you can hit them a rap, to do so. Pillow’s column will probably 
»h)ve on Monday morning, and I am ordered to remain in statu quo 
until then. If the disposition of my troops beyond Jones’ Ford does 
not suit you, you can change them. I had intended to move forward 
to-night, but X have orders to await the arrival of Pillow’s column. 

■The distrust and bad feeling at New Madrid is distressing : General 
Polk either does not understand the people of Missouri or he belongs 
to the ox telegraph line. He lias again ordered General Pillow to 
return to Union City, but Pillow refuses to obey. It he takes the troops 
away, I will call for volunteers, and fight on my own liook. I rely upon 
your superior judgment and discretion for the safety of my men beyond 
Jones’ Pord. 


Yours, &e., 


M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding . 


Gamp Siiceston, Mo., August 17, 1861—6 o’clock. 
Brig. Gem Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., Ncio Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear Sir : Yours, by Captain White, was received last night.* I 
am astonished that rumors should have reached New Madrid that 1 had, 
left your stores exposed. I have and will keep at this place, until 
relieved, four companies infantry (about 300 men) and about 200 dra- 
goons. Neely’s and Haywood’s camps are still here, although they are 
both out on duty. I herewith send you a requisition for a tent for my own 
use. I have been sleeping about more like a stray dog than a general, 
and the State of Missouri lias not a yard of material suitable for tents 
nor money to buy it with. X do not care about a regular marquee, 
unless you have a surplus, but anything that will answer the purpose! 
A dispatch from Major Miller this morning reports all safe in Scott 
County. I will move to Watkins’ farm or Benton this morning, and 
await your orders. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- Genera l , Comm anding. 


Camp Siiceston, Mo., August 17, 1861—8 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, O. S. A., New Madrid, Mo. : 

Dear G eneral : I have left my command in statu quo since I wrote 
to you at noon. Nothing has occurred since to change my opinion 
about my being able to take Gape Girardeau, but my delay has filled 
my hands with business nearer home. I have just received a dispatch 
from Captain N eely, which I inclose to you,* The mill spoken of is of 
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vast importance to us, and the one alluded to in one of my previous 
letters. I believe myself they will immediately leave. If they do not, 
I will take a small crack at them, to cover our movements. I continue 
to lire my morning and evening gun, as if the whole brigade was hero. 
If you wish a legal excuse to advance, withdraw your control over me 
for a few hours, and then come to my rescue. We must not lose this 
moon; the weather may change and the swamp become impassable. I 
will, if necessary, wait patiently your order, but may move my head- 
quarters to Watkins’ farm to-morrow. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding . , 


New Madrid, August 18, 1801. 


[General Polk :] 

General : Your dispatch of yesterday is acknowledged. Your order 
in regard to fortifying Island No. 10 and the adjacent banks on the 
Tennessee side, to be constructed under directions of Captain Gray, 
are being carried out. Captain Gray does not want Neely’s regiment, 
and proposed that I should furnish him with four good companies of 
Americans, under command of a competent officer. I have at liis 
request made the exchange, and placed the battalion under command 
- of .Major Hamilton, a line officer. 

I have driven the enemy from every position lie occupied to Cape 
Girardeau, and I now occupy all those places from which he has been 
expelled. I advance a brigade forward to-day with held battery. I 
now see my way clear to Ironton, where I will unite with Hardee. ' We 
will then have a column of about 14,000 men, and well equipped in 
every arm. 

It will be proper [for] you to advance one of the held batteries from 
Union City to the position occupied by Captain Gray. He will fortify 
the east bank first; he and McCown concur in opinion, after a thorough 
reconnaissance, v that the battery on that bank at the present stage of 
•water commands the entire channel and island; that order should be 
given for the held batteries to advance at once. Captain Gray says he 
will have 81)0 negroes at work to-morrow. I have wheelbarrows enough, 
here, but he will need more spades; there are plenty at Ilandolpli and 
Fort Pillow. Some ol them should bo ordered to him by [the] Fairchild, 
on her return. 

I will render you a good account of my command. We will set Mis- 
souri upon her feet in less than sixty days. 

Fremont is fortifying Saint Louis, showing he gives up the country, 
but wants to hold the city of mechanics, shops, and money, from which 
all the railroads, telegraph lines, and river communications diverge 
over the country. I will try to keep a line of communication by post. 
I send back the Fairchild for some more harness. Order them to me at 
'once. I expect my whole column will be in motion by Wednesday 
morning. I need fifty more ivagons badly. Peters writes me he has them. 
Send them with harness. 

Yours, truly, 


GID. J. PILLOW, 

Commanding General. 



Ohai'.X.^ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— CONFEDERATE. 6 6" 1 

Headquarters Second Brigade, 

New Madrid , Mo., August 18, 1861. 
Maj. a. A. Henry, Assistant Adjutant- General: 

In accordance with instructions from General Pillow, I made a recon- 
liaissanee of Island No. 10 and the left hank of the Mississippi. I have 
only to reiterate what I formerly said on the subject to Governor Harris 
and General Pillow, viz: That Island No. 10, as the center of the line, 
the right at Union City and the left near Chalk Bluff, is the strongest 
position for the defense of the Mississippi Yalley. If I had time I 
would demonstrate this fact. 

Yours, &c., 

J. P. McCOWN, 

Colonel Artillery , Commanding Brigade 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 18, 1861. 
To the Officer in Command at Camp Sikeston, Mo.: 

( Sir :_ I am going to-niglit, with a gun, to take a position on the Mis- 
sissippi River and fire into some passing steamboats, to make them 
believe wo are cutting off Cairo. I would like a demonstration made 
on Bird’s Point or a rumor of one sent in. I would prefer the demon- 
stration ; that is, drive in their pickets and keep them in until the 
movement of General Pillow up to Sikeston or this point is com- 
pletely covered. I can make no other suggestions, as I do not know 
who is in command by this time. If only my own men, have a consul- 
tation and show your talent. 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding . 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 18, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., New Madrid. Mo. : 

Dear General: I will cover your whole plan of operations to-night 
by making a demonstration on Commerce, and to-morrow by making 
one on Bird’s Point. The enemy has come to the conclusion that all 
of our attention has been drawn away from Bird’s Point and Cairo and 
is being directed upon Cape Girardeau and Saint Louis. I will go to- 
night with the Mississippi Cavalry and one gun to some favorable hill, 
near Commerce, and drop a shot into some passing steamboats, and, if 
you will allow a demonstration to-morrow on Bird’s Point, a new cam- 
paign will be opened or the other covered up. I will direct a part of 
the force I left at Sikeston to move towards Bird’s Point, and if one of 
your regiments would help them, you might carry the place. After 
this demonstration to-night, which I hope will cover our whole move- 
ment, I will remain quiet until you move up. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 18, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., 

Commanding Army of ■ Liberation, New- Madrid, Mo. ; 

Dear General: Yours of yesterday, containing dispatches from 
General Hardee, is at hand. The dispatch will he forwarded imme- 
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diately. Tlie information contained in your note is very gratifying, and 
I will welcome your arrival in Benton. I will have all the wells in the 
neighborhood thoroughly examined and repaired, and will have schedule 
of all the corn, oats, and hay in the townships taken before your arrival 
and properly distributed and concentrated. I have 2C0 head of beef 
cattle at Bloomfield, which can be brought up at any time, and there is 
an abundance on the line, of our march. I have no change to report 
■ since mine of the forenoon. 

I hope some of the troops will be up immediately, as the chances are 
that Marsh may hear the truth as to the paucity of my men and attempt 
to. give me a fight to-morrow or next day, and I am anxious to run him 
through a thrashing-machine., 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


Near New Madrid, August 19, 1891. 

Major-General Pole: 

Sir : On the arrival of steamboat Hill at this point yesterday morn- 
ing, I was ordered verbally by General Pillow’s officer to take my com- 
mand olf boat and proceed to the interior with other troops then moving. 
I did not do so. The officer then made one in writing, I then made 
my appearance at the general’s quarters, and told him I was under 
orders to go to Island 10. lie replied he understood all, and made other 
arrangements with you, and issued another more peremptory order. I 
then reported myself to Captain Gray, your topographical engineer, 
named m your instructions, and he directed me to do as General Pillow 
ordered; that the general had furnished him all the force he wanted. 
I then disembarked my troops and left, getting out a few miles, where 
I now give the facts, hoping that you will approve of my course. Not 
being near enough or having the means of communicating with yon, 
was at a loss to know what to do. Carroll’s regiment was assigned duty 
at No. 10, together with au artillery company or two. 

. Thanking you for your kindness, and hoping you may he successful 
m all you desire, I am, very respectfully, yours, 

„ 7 7 „ . B. P. NEELY, 

Colonel) Commanding Fourth Regiment Tennessee. 


< Fort Pillow, Tenn., August 19, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 

- Commanding Army Corps, Missouri: 

General: The major-general commanding has received your dispatch, 
of yesterday m reference to the change you have thought proper to 
make in the destination of Colonel Neely’s Fourth Regiment and Major 
Stewart’s battalion of artillery. He directs me to say to you that the 
orders addressed to the two officers commanding these corps were di- 
rected to them personally from headquarters, and that he expected them 
to be complied with. The commanding general therefore directs that 
the original detail he at once complied with, viz, Colonel Neely, Fourth 
Regiment, and Major Stewart, battalion of artillery, will immediately 
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■repair to Island No. 10, relieving any troops that are stationed there, 
and remain there. 

[No signature.] 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G-., 

Gamp Benton , Mo., August 19, 1861. 

Brig. Gen. Gideon .1. Pillow, 

Commanding Army of Liberation, New Madrid , Mo.: 

De ar General : I would report to you that last evening, at 7 o’clock, 
Heft this place with two companies of Major Miller’s dragoons, one 
platoon of Jeffries 7 dragoons (Missourians), and one 6-pounder, McDow- 
ell’s battery, and went in the direction of Commerce. When we arrived 
within 1 mile of the place we were informed that the enemy, 700 strong, 
'with one gunboat and one steamboat, were still at the place. To draw 
the lire of the guard, and startle the men, ordered the squadron and 
gun to go in a trot, do them what damage they could, and, if necessary, 
retreat. The order was executed in gallant style, but, as usual, the 
enemy had flown before our arrival. The whole force was then masked, 
and, in perfect order and quiet, remained waiting for the return of the 
male citizens of the place, who have been in the habit of going to Illi- 
nois to sleep and returning in the morning. About sunrise a boat, con- 
taining six men, was seen crossing above the town, directly upon an 
ambushed picket of mine. I ordered a squad of Mississippians up to 
strengthen my picket and capture them, but their spirited horses and 
anxious riders made too much haste, and alarmed the party in the boat 
before they landed, and they pulled hurriedly back to the Illinois shore, 
when they struck on a dry sand bar, about three-fourths of the way 
across the river. They were joined by four more men, and it was discov- 
ered that all were armed. They being out of reach of our small guns, 
and, as we had been discovered by the people on the Illinois shore, who 
would warn all steamboats not to come within our reach, I let my artil- 
lerist try a round shot at them, which, having fallen short, or rather 
having been aimed too low, the enemy taunted us, and I gave them three 
more rounds. The pickets were by this time firing at them, and they 
scampered away, firing their guns at us, but not taking time to reload. 
"We then displayed our force on the bank of the river and retired. I 
had the warehouse examined, and procured some bacon, flour, corn, 
whisky, &o., and also some blankets from a warehouse, which have all 
been properly turned over to the quartermaster. 

The men all behaved with exceedingly good propriety, and no house 
was opened, except by order of the officers, and no private residence 
was opened or examined, to my knowledge. I left word with the women 
to tell the men, on their return home, that they might return home and 
attend to their present business without molestation; and, as they had 
prepared and expected the town to be burned, I hope they will be agree- 
ably disappointed, I should have held the place, if possible, but as my 
pickets will cut off communication, the enemy will not occupy it, except 
in large force, by which time your troops will he up, and we will run 
him again. I will acknowledge that I did wrong to accompany the ex- 
pedition (in some respects, dignity, &e.), hut I had been directing so 
many little forays, without going into any myself, that I was fearful I 
might not be appreciating the fun, and the men might get tired of it ; 
and also I wished to make the enemy believe my whole command was 
in reserve, if necessary, and thus divert his attention from other points. 
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Major Miller stood the fatigue very well, and his officers and men are 
gallant gentlemen and brave soldiers. I will now try to remain per- 
fectly quiet until re-enforced and ordered. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M.JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 19, 1S61—0 p. m. 

Ool. McOown, 

Commanding Brigade , Camp Sikcston, Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : Yours, containing the welcome accounts of your 
advance, is at hand. Unless you really can divert, and really take 
Bird s Point, which I believe can be done, please hurry on up to this 
point, as the enemy may find out my weakness while my men are scat- 
tered, and come out to give me a battle. I took Commerce last night, 
and have stopped the navigation of the Mississippi, by tiring three 
strapped shots and one canister, from an old iron 0-pouuder, over into 
Illinois. I left Commerce at 10 o’clock to-day, but no boats have passed 
since, and when you come up we will close navigation effectually. I 
will try to make the necessary preparations for you in the way of forage, 
&c. Hoping to see you shortly, I will conclude by assuring you again 
of a hearty welcome, 

Yours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


jljljcjuxjj ^ u jyiij X liilLS J 

. _ . Greenville Mo., August 20, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. L. Polk, Commanding , dec., Memphis, Tenn. : 

General : I sent Colonel Borland to-day to confer with General 
I mow respecting our future operations. In the event of disagreement, 
I suggested that reference should he had to you. Colonel Borland is in 

possession of my views and is well acquainted with the resources of this 
u art or Missouri. T wisli in/wu m , 



t>-u ’ 1 il .“““r; -'•y— *«rgely re-enforced. I apprehend mat if 

idnlu f^ 0Uld i umte i u - f°T >oes . with miue > tliat we are too weak, com- 
to m ‘ uc | 1 011 Srnnt Louis. I am ready and anxious to attempt 
m a£tord . tlie Prospect of success. I learn that one of 

the boats loaded with provisions has reached Pocahontas. I desire to 
express my acknowledgment for tlie cordial assistance you have in all 
■cases extended to my command. ^ 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HABDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Major General Polk: 

General : I send you inclosed 


Headquarters, 

Neio Madrid , August 20, 1861, 

a communication from Moore,* the 


Not found. 
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matter being furnished by the Cairo correspondent. One item of impor- 
tunee in the intelligence is the fact that a man named McGuire, a spy, 
ban been sent to Union City and Memphis. I give you the intelligence 
that you may have him looked after. He might be secured and im- 
prisoned until the end of these troubles. The captain of the Equality 
in just in from the works at Island Ho. 10, and brought me this letter, 
lie f urther says that the work is progressing rapidly; that there are 
1 HO negroes at work; that the works will soon be in condition to mount 
t ho guns ; that they are now in position to be used if necessary. 

T1 ic Missouri pickets are said to have had a light at Charleston yes- 
terday, in which they were worsted. It is said that 2 were killed and 
4 or 5 taken prisoners. They were, from the facts, criminally negligent. 
They were acting under the orders of General Thompson. v 

Lieutenant-Colonel McGehee has gone on after Colonel Neely to de- 
liver your order in person. If Neely should return under the order, 
which I cannot suppose you would have given had you known allthecir- 
r am. stances and the condition of things, it will greatly imperil the forces 
already 40 miles from me. It will require four days to throw forward 
ether troops for their relief. Keeiting in my order the circumstances 
of the case, I directed Neely to proceed on the march; but what he will 
do I cannot tell. I only know that I had no idea you would be offended 
at my agreeing to. what your engineer requested. ' I was glad to make 
the exchange, as it gave me more force with which to advance upon a 
perilous duty. I have no motive to gratify but to serve the country; 
niul it seems to me that you ought to be disposed to strengthen the force 
all you could. If I have not your conffdenee, and if I am to be tied 
down and allowed no discretion , I certainly cannot but regard it unfor- 
tunate that I yielded to your wishes and accepted a command my 
findings so strongly prompted me to decline. It is to me strange that 
my official intercourse with you is rendered both embarrassing and un- 
pleasant when not intended on my part. If I have fitness for command 
you ought not to incline to cripple my energies. If I have not, and 
possess not your confidence, it would be better for the interest of the 
service that I had not been intrusted with this important command. 

I should be glad to hear from you before I leave, but I fear I cannot. 
II' I should shrink from the responsibility of acting upon my own clear 


convictions in a case involving the safety of the forces under my com- 
mand., even though in doing so I disobeyed your orders, I would then, 
indeed, be unworthy your confidence. If I have done right, I should 
bo glad to know that you approve. If wrong, I do not shrink from the 
responsibility of action which I feel bound by every principle of duty to 
my command to take. 

"With respect, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier -General^ G. 8. Army. 


Headquarters Army op Liberation, 

New Madrid, Mo., August 20, 1.861. 

IVl'tvj or- General Polk : 

QjsNEKAL : Your dispatch by Lieutenant-Colonel McGehee is acknowl- 
odtred. Colonel Neely’s regiment marched on yesterday to support my 
advance now at Benton in front of the enemy, the pickets of the two 
forces having frequent collisions. This force is in an exposed position. 
Two dispatches reached me last night from Thompson and McCown, 
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asking me to immediately strengthen their force. Before orders could 
reach Neely’s regiment, I think it will have arrived at Sikeston. To 
order it back now would greatly endanger the force already at Benton. 
My transportation is so short that I cannot before to-morrow start any 
other force, unless I were to leave my subsistence and ordnance stores 
here, which I cannot do. I must therefore move these with the rear of 
the command. Tinder these circumstances, I can hardly suppose you 
would have ordered that regiment back, and I have declined doing so. 
In my former dispatch I informed you that the exchange of Neely’s regi- 
ment for the battalion under command of Major Hamilton was made at 
the instance and request of your engineer, Captain Gray, to whom you 
had intrusted the work of fortifying the island and adjacent bank of the 
river. This I now repeat was the ease. The- battalion of Major Stew- 
art is not diverted from that work. The three companies you ordered 
up are all there with him, besides the battalion of infantry, and the work 
is progressing as you ordered it. But for the fact stated, the condition 
of my advance at Benton, of Neely’s position, and my shortness of trans- 
portation to push up other supporting force, I would have ordered Neely 
back, but as it is I cannot. To do so might and probably would cost 
the sacrifice of one-third the force under my command. 

Respectfully, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

, General , Commanding . 

I send down the Palls City with requisition to supply the wants of the 
command at the island works. I do not know what they are. They 
have not made their wants known to me. They report the work as pro- 
gressing well. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Sikeston, Mo,, August 20, 1801—3 p. m. 
Col. MoCown, ; i 

Commanding Brigade, C. S. Army, Camp Watkins, Mo, : 

Dear Sir: Not having heard anything more from Sikeston, I pre- 
sume the alarm there this morning was false, and some of my militia 
ran away from a picket of the enemy. We are apparently perfectly safe 
here, as the navigation of the Mississippi has been effectually closed. I 
have a detachment now at Commerce, bringing away the balance of tbe 
corn. It will be well to leave your force at Watkins until we are pre- 
a j lvauce Abys, as there is no water between the two places 
sufficient for your uses. I hope you will come up to-morrow, aud we 
can talk over the plans. The copy of instructions you alluded to I have 
never yet seen. 

Yours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding , 


Headquarters Army of Liberation, 

New Madrid, Mo., August 21, 18G1. 

Hou. L. P. Walker, 

Secretary of War of the Confederate States : 

I acknowledge the reception of your dispatch of the 12th instant. In 
compliance with your directions I inclose a list of the officers of my per- 
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somil .stair and of Brigadier-General Cheatham’s staff, and of tlie general 
stall’ on duty with me in this army.* I include in this list the quarter* 
master and commissary on depot duty at Memphis, who are still supply- 
ing my ^ wants in their respective arms of the service. X respectfully 
ask their reappointment in the Confederate States service, and in the 
order in which their names are mentioned, the list as it is prepared giv- 
ing correctly their relative rank as given by the governor of Tennessee. 

An opportunity being afforded me in this reply to your dispatch, I 
will advise you of the strength of the forces under my command and of 
the d liferent arms of the service, supposing that the President would 
he pleased to have this information. X have of all arms about 10,000 
men. Two thousand of these are Missourians, badly armed. The bal- 
ance of these are Tennesseeans, and about GOO Mississippians. The 
Tennesseeans and Mississippians are well armed. I have two six-gun, 
one four-gun, and one iive-guu battery and two siege guns with me, 
together with a good supply of ammunition for all. I have thrown for- 
ward my advance to Benton, 40 miles from this place, and within 15 
miles of Cape Girardeau, where we exjicct to engage the enemy. In 
that, section of the country I expect to unite my force with Brigadier- 
General 1 lardee, who has only about 4,500 men all told. When wo meet, 
from his rank, he will take command of the whole, unless in courtesy 
he allows me to command, which is not probable. I have made a great 
effort to get. this force in the held, to arm it, and procure munitions for 
its use. indeed, nearly all the arms and munitions of war held by the 
Htat o wore gathered together and procured by myself, at an expense 
of $200,000 in cash, raised on my private resources, which has liot 
boon reimbursed me by Tennessee. With the tacts before you, and with 
my past history and services to the country, with which I presume you 
to be familiar, you can judge with what reluctance I yield the command 
to an officer who was a captain under me in the Mexican war while I 
was a major-general. Why is it that 1 have been placed in position and 
ranked by nearly every general officer of the Confederate Army when 
it is known that 1 ranked every officer now in that Army in my long 
term of service in the Mexican war, in which service General Scott’s 
official reports fully testified that I did my duty and sustained myself 
in every trial U Why this is I know not, but the facts are as I state 
them'. X do not address you this letter in the way of complaint, but in 
my present position and rank it is certain that but little can be effected 
by me. X do not feel that I can render to the country services at all 
commensurate with the public expectations. I slialL continue to perform 
my duty as best X can, whatever may be the result. 

I expect to engage the enemy at Cape Girardeau. He is there in 
force, and is fortifying his position day and night. He has removed 
most of his forces from Cairo and Bird’s Point to Saint Louis and the 
Cape. My advance upon the Cape is difficult, on account of the forces 
at Cairo and the point being on my flank. 1 have, however, no other 
route upon which I can advance. 1 am now throwing forward my ord- 
nance and subsistence stores, and will move the rear of the force from 
this place oivtho day after to-morrow. I would have been off some time 
since but for my shortness of transportation and for General Polk’s 
orders and varying views and countermanding orders, repeatedly made, 
thus crippling my operations and movements. 

With respect, 

’ GID. J. PILLOW, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


Omitted. 
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. Headquarters Department Ho. 2, 

j Fort Pillo w 3 August 21, 1861. 

Brig-. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 

Commanding Army Corps , Missouri : 

General : The; major-general commanding has received your dis- 
patch ot yesterday, assigning to him your reasons for diverting the 
Fourth Kegiment, not under your command, from the destination 
assigned it, and for declining to restore it to its assigned post. In re- 
ply thereto the general directs me to say that he disapproves entirely 
of the course you have thought proper to pursue in disposing of a body 
of troops making no part of your command, having their own special 
instructions in reference to a particular duty required of them, and 
which the correspondence of their commander with headquarters shows 
to have been reluctantly complied with, if not protested against. 

I am further desired by the commanding general to communicate to 
you his surprise that a suggestion of a subordinate engineer officer, 
whose only office was to indicate the point to be fortified and superin- 
tend the construction of the works, should be accepted by you as au 
authority for superseding orders issued from headquarters. 

I am directed further to say that you have so arranged matters in 
connection with the movement and position of this body of troops as 
possibly to render it by tills time (as advised by your dispatch of yes- 
terday) most important he should not disturb your combinations. The 
regard he entertains for the safety of your command and the advantage 
of the service admonish him to make no change at this late hour: but, 
considering you have usurped an authority not properly your own, by 
which you have thwarted and embarrassed his arrangements and opera- 
tions for the general defense, he feels it liis duty to submit to the War 
department the position you have thought proper to assume. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEWIS G. HE HUSSY. 


Headquarters Army oe Liberation, 

New Madrid , August 21, 1861. 

Major-General Polk : 

General : I cannot move on the expedition ordered without more 
transportation. I have received only the small lot of wagons and mules 
that were on the Hill, 43, when you turned them back. Forty of the 
mules that were on the boat were never brought up at all. You wrote 
me just before that you would send me 100 more, and I sent a boat for 
them, and am just advised that there is not a wagon coming or on 
hand m Memphis to come. I learn, further, Peters is superseded, so 
that I am now powerless. 1 have only received in all from Memphis 
103 wagons. My ordnance stores alone require 64 wagons, and allow- 
mg j wagons, to the company to move my troops requires 170 wagons, 
subsistence stores, which I am obliged to have,' require from 
, to SO, making a total needed to move as light as possible, 314. I 
have gathered m by seizing country wagons of the most indifferent 
character about 100, many without harness and all without beds or 
covers. 1 eters being superseded, I can now make no order on him, 
and 1 am powerless to provide for the case. I am sending forward de- 
tachments of troops, and then following with subsistence, turning back 
the trams, and then trying to get forward, but 1 can effect nothing in 
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this way, and I [incur] great risk to my supplies and men by this system 
of business. 

My forces are now in three bodies, 20 miles apart, and my subsistence 
and ordnance stores divided in the same way, arid you will perceive at 
once that my whole movement must break down. I have relied confi- 
dently upon getting the wagons from Memphis, or I would not have 
attempted to move at all. I send down the Cheney again to get some 
wagons and harness. I will be forced to fall back, or go forward and 
risk the loss of my stores, if I do not get transportation. My only re- 
liance is in your having me supplied. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Benton , Mo., August 21, 1861. 


Captain O’Beirdon, Commanding Artillery , Present : 

Sir : I am rather astonished that you should encourage the idea that 
the war in which we are engaged is one to revenge private wrongs and 
reimburse private losses, by giving your sergeant an order for a watch, 
which he claims because he lost one. If I understand the purpose of 


the war, it is for the liberty of my State; that she may have the right 
to regulate her own affairs and control her own citizens and property 
without the interference of the abolition government of Abraham Lin- 
coln, and not for private aggrandizement, ambition, or revenge. I hope 
you will impress this upon your men and caution them against violating 
General Orders, Nos. 17 and 23. 
y ours, very respectfully, 

? M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Briqadier- General , • Commanding . 


Little Book, August 22, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. WALKER : 

'The Fourteenth Regiment of Arkansas is at Yellville. It is one of 
the regiments transferred to General Hardee by agreement with Gibson 
P. Johnson, as agent of the Department. We understand that General 
Hardee does not wish to receive it. General Polk has dispatched us, 
requesting the regiment included in the agreement with Mr. Johnson, 
but the regiment at Yellville is too distant en route to send him with 
any convenience. General Hardee has ordered the troops first trans- 
ferred to him from the northwest of. the State to headquarters. This 
leaves McOulloclfs command small, and but a portion of the State most 
liable to assault not well defended. Will you order to send this regi- 

mGnt to McOullooli? Keply. H. M. RECTOR, 

Governor and President. 


Headquarters Department No. 2, 

Fort Pillow , Term., August 23, 1861. 

[General Pillow:] 

General : Your dispatch of the 21st is received. In reply I have 
to say that 1 am gratified to find you repudiating what otherwise would 
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seem to be the only construction to be put upon the course pursued by 
you in regard to Colonel Neely’s regiment, to wit, a disposition to con- 
sult your own convenience, to gratify your own wishes, and to set up 
your own judgment in opposition to the positive orders of the command- 
ing general. 

You spoke, nevertheless, of the inconvenience of being tied down 
“ and allowed no discretion,” and suggest that your “energies should 
not be crippled.” 

I am not aware of the existence of any evidence of a disposition to 
do anything of that kind at headquarters. On the contrary, I am con- 
scious of the desire to give to you the largest discretion and the most 
efficient support inside of the sphere embraced by your command ; and 
I may add, you wall never find the exercise of your discretion curtailed, 
except when there seems to he a disposition manifested to exceed your 
lawful authority. 

But your explanation is satisfactory, and I waived the transmission 
of the correspondence to Eichmond and mil further notice or recollec- 
tion of the matter, and hope you may have a brilliant and successful 
campaign. 

I send you by the Ohio Belle forty mules, the larger part of which 
were of the lot put on shore there, and allowed to escape on the landing 
of the Hill. 

I send you a copy of an order sent by me to the quartermaster, An- 
derson, at Memphis, in regard to other transportation. Let me know 
if you will want what is ordered. 

I desire to correct a remark of yours in your dispatch of the 21st, in 
reference to your lack of facilities since the superseding of Quartermas- 
ter Peters. Your facilities should be as great heroafter as they have 
been heretofore, and you have only to send your requisitions forward, 
and they shall he promptly responded to. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding Second .Department. 


General Polk : 


Headquarters Army op Liberation, 

New Madrid, August 23, 1861. 


_ General : General Hardee has sent Colonel Borland to see me rela- 
tive to the co-operation of our commands in the work before us. He 
tells me that Hardee thinks he cannot advance to Jackson, Cape 
Girardeau, or any other point. In other words, he thinks himself un- 
able to co-operate at all, but proposes that we shall occupy our posi- 
tions and await the maturity of the growing crop and the arrival of 
re-enforcements. This is against my judgment. My opinion is that 
we should move promptly on the enemy’s positions, and dislodge him 
before he has time to gather his forces and send them down upon ns. 
I regard the success of everything as depending upon our immediate 
advance. 

My present position is very unsatisfactory if I do not at once advance. 
Irnust either go forward or fall back. My force is at Sikeston, Benton, 
and this place. I was in the act of throwing the forces at this place for- 
ward, and would have left to-day with everything. Hardee proposes, 
if I do not concur in his views, that we refer the matter to you. This 
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is all that X can do'. I can see no military purpose to be accomplished 
by my going forward 'without the co-operation of Hardee ; for I could 
not go beyond Gape Girardeau, and that position is within the line of 
the enemy, and valueless without advancing farther. I have, therefore, 
placed the Grampus under the orders of Colonel Borland, to proceed 
directly to your headquarters, that our policy be at once and as promptly 
as possible settled by you. I must go forward or fall back. I must 
better concentrate my forces. In other words, I cannot hold my com- 
mand in a state of transition. Is it possible for you to come up % 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

. GIB. J. PILLOW, 

Brigadier- General, C. S. Army. 


My opinion is that now to fall bade is to give up the cause of Mis- 
souri and. to let the enemy concentrate his forces upon McCulloch to 
such an extent as to endanger his position and compel him to fall 
back, and that it will most probably result in an invasion of Arkansas 
or the West. 


GID. J. PILLOW, 

Brigadier - General , Commanding. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond , August 24, 1SG1. 


Albert Pike, Esq., 

Commissioner of the Confederate States 

among the Indian Tribes west of Arhahsas : 

Sir: In order that there shall be no misunderstanding with the ' 
friendly Indians west of Arkansas, this Department is anxious that the 
article* in the treaty made by yon, guaranteeing to _ them the right of 
selecting their own held officers, shall be carried out in goodtaith. The 
name of Mr. Garrett will therefore he dropped as colonel of the Creek 
regiment, and that regiment will proceed to elect its own officers. The 
regiment being formed among the Seminoles will exercise' the same 
right. Deassure the tribes of the perfect sincerity of this Government 
toward them. 


Yery respectfully, 


L. P. WALKED, 

Secretary of War. 


Camp near Spring-field, Mo., August 24, 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis: 

The Arkansas troops have all left the service. How only 3,000 troops 
are here. A large force ought to be organized at once. The artilleiy 
and small-arms ought not to be moved from the West. Wo have arms 
for 3,000 men. More should he sent us, if it is possible. Men tor twelve 
months can be raised in Arkansas. Texas offers hye regiments tor the. 
same term. But little can be expected of Missouri. She has no mili- 
tary leader or arms. Answer. Direct to Col. J. Plournoy, Little Dock, 

Ark * BED. MoCULLOOH, 

Brigadier - General. 
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Headquarters, Pond Spring, 

.Near Springfield, August 24, 1861. 

General Hardee! 

General : Yours of August 13 lias just readied me. Colonel Hind- 
man left three days since with the Arkansas State troops for Benton- 
ville. They will all dedine to enter the Confederate States service at 
present, but can be re-enlisted for twelve months after twenty days’ 
absence. It would be a suicidal policy to take any arms now in this 
quarter away, as it would be next to impossible to get them up Eed 
River in the fall, even if they could be obtained in the South or East. 

I am in no condition to advance, or oven to meet an enemy here, 
having little ammunition or supplies of any kind. In fact, with the 
means of transportation now at my disposal I find it impossible to keep 
my force supplied, and will, in consequence, shorten my line, by foiling 
back to the Arkansas line, near the Indian Territory, and there proceed 
to drill and organize a force to meet the enemy when they take the field 
again in this quarter. 

We have little to hope or expect from the people of this State. The 
force nowin the field is undisciplined and led by men who are mere poli- 
ticians j not a soldier among them to control and organize this mass of 
humanity. The Missouri forces are in no condition to meet an organ- 
ized army, nor will they ever he whilst under the present leaders. I 
dare not join them in my present condition, for fear of having my men 
completely demoralized. We lost at least 300 stand of arms in the bat- 
tle of the 10th, taken by their straggling camp followers from my killed 
and wounded, and before the engagement they borrowed of General 
Pearce 600 more, none of which they would return after the light was 
over. They stole the tents my men left at Oassville to facilitate their 
inarch, and brought them after us the next day on the same road. In 
a word, they are not making friends where they go, and from all I can 
see we had as well be in Boston as far as the friendly feelings of the 
inhabitants are concerned. 

I would be much pleased to have you join me, but can’t see how you 
can do so if General Pillow falls back. One thing we may rely upon, and 
that is, in the event of the continuance of the war, for a large force to 
be sent in this direction this fall. All the arms, and particularly the 
artillery, will be needed to meet it. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEY. MoOULLOOH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

P. S. — I forgot to say General Price marches on Port Scott in a day 
or two, and consequently the Federal troops will be in Springfield in a 
few weeks unless they are pressed too much by yourself and General 
Pillow, who, to tell you the truth, I fear will meet with a reverse. 


Jackson, Miss., August 24, 1861. 

Jeeperson Davis : 

Generals Polk and Hardee ask for field artillery. Several companies 
have fully armed and equipped, waiting your requisition. 

JOHY J. PETTUS. 
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Executive Department, 

Park Hill , August 24, 1861. 
Brig. Gen, Ben. McOulloch, Commanding C. 8. Army : 

Sir ; W o have the honor to forward you the inclosed copy of tlie pro- 
ceedings of a general meeting of the Cherokee people, held at Table- 
qmth, 0. N., August 21, 1861. From those proceedings you will see that 
the thanks of the Cherokee people are tendered to you lor the respect 
you have shown to the neutral position they have heretofore occu- 
pied, and that we are authorized to form an alliance with the Confed- 
erate States, which we are determined to do as early as practicable. 
This determination may give rise to movements against the Cherokee peo- 
ple upon their northern border. To be prepared for any such emergency, 
we have deemed it prudent to proceed to organize a regiment of mounted 
men and tender them for service. They will be raised forthwith by 
Col. John Drew, and if received by you will require to be armed. 
Having abandoned our neutrality and espoused the cause of the Confed- 
erate States, we are ready and willing to do all in our power to advance 
and sustain it. 

We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient, humble servants, 

JOHN ROSS, 

Principal Chief. 

J. VANN, 

Assistant Chief. 
JAMES BROWN, 

JOHN DREW, 

WILL. P. ROSS, 
Executive Committee. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Executive Department, 

i Talilequah , August 21, 1861. 

A general meeting of the Cherokee people was held at Talilequah on 
Wednesday, the 21st day of August, 1861. It was called by the execu- 
tive of the Cherokee Nation for the purpose of giving the Cherokee 
people an opportunity to express their opinions in relation to subjects 
of deep interest to themselves as individuals and as a nation. The num- 
ber of persons in attendance, almost exclusively adult males, was about 
4,000, whose deportment was characterized by good order and propriety, 
and the expression of whose opinions and feelings was frank, cordial, 
and of marked unanimity. 

At the appointed time the people met around the speakers’ stand in 
the public square, when John Ross, principal chief, delivered the follow- 
ing address, which was interpreted by Mr. Alexander Foreman : 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens; It affords me great pleasure to see 
so many ol‘ you on the present occasion. The invitation to you to meet 
here went from the executive department, in compliance with the wishes 
of many citizens who desired to make stronger the cords that bind us 
together and to advance the common welfare. The circumstances under 
which you have assembled are full of import. You have precious rights 
at stake, and your posterity, it may be, will be affected by the sentiments 
you may express. You need not be told that evil times ha ve befallen 
the great Government with which we have been connected. Rent by 
dissensions, its component parts stand in hostile array. They have mar- 
shaled powerful armies, who have already engaged in deadly conflicts. 
The United States claim to contend for the integrity of their Govcru- 
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mout’ the Confederates for their independence and a government of their 
own . ’ Gigantic preparations are made by both sides to carry on the war. 
The calamities, the length, and the result of that war ^ cannot be > Jtore- 
toLd. The Cherokees will be concerned m its issue, which in all pro! « 
bilitv it now appears, will be the establishment ot the new goveininent. 
The attention of your authorities was early directed to the submet from 
their position and by correspondence with officers of the Confederate 

and responsible duty devolved upon them of 
deciding to some extent the course to be pursued by the Glieiokee Na- 
tion in the conflict between tbe whites, to whom she was equally bound 
in peace and friendship by existing treaties. Our situation is P^ubar. 
Our political relations had long been established with the United Staley 
Government, and which embraces the seceding as well as tho adhering 
States. Those relations still exist. The United States have not asked 
us to engage in the war, and we could not do so without coming into col- 
lision with our friends and neighbors, with whom we are identified by loca- 
tion and similar institutions. Nor, on the other hand, had we any cause 
to take up arms against the United States, and prematurely and wan- 
tonly stake our lives and all our rights upon the hazards ot the conflict.. 

I felt it to be my duty, therefore, then to advise the Cherokee people to 
remain neutral, and Issued a proclamation to that effect. I am gratified 
to know that this course has met the approbation of the great mass ot 
the Cherokee people, and been respected. by the officers of both Govern- 
ments in a manner that commands our highest gratitude. Our soil has 
not been invaded, our peace has not been molested, nor our rights inter- 
fered with by either Government. On the contrary, the people inive 
remained at home, cultivated their farms in security, and aie leaping 
fruitful returns for then labors. But for lalse fabrications, we should 
have pursued our ordinary vocations without any excitement at home, 
or misrepresentations and consequent misapprehensions abroad, as to 
the real sentiments and purposes of the Cherokee people. Alarming 
reports, however, have been pertinaciously circulated at home and un- 
just imputations among the people of the States. The object seems to 
have been to create strife and conflict, instead of harmony and good- 
will, among the people themselves, and to engender prejudice and dis- 
trust, instead of kindness and confidence, towards them by the officers 
and citizens of tho Confederate States. 

My fellow-citizens, you have now an opportunity to express your 
views in an authoritative manner upon the poliey which has been pur- 
sued by your officers in the present juncture of affairs, and upon ques- 
tions affecting the harmony of the people, and upon the domestic insti- 
tutions of the country. The people are here. Say whether you are 
arrayed in classes one against the other— tho full-blood against the 
white and mixed blood citizens; say whether you are faithful to the con- 
stitution and laws of your country— whether you abide by all the rights 
they guarantee, particularly including that of . slavery, and whether 
you have any wish or purpose to abolish or interfere with it in the Chero- 
kee Nation. , , 

The position which I have assumed m regard to all the important 
questions which affect the Cherokee people, has been too often pro- 
claimed to be misunderstood, however much it may he misrepresented. 
The great object with me lias been to have the Cherokee people harmo- 
nious and united in the full and free exereise and enjoyment of all their 
rights of person and property. Union is strength ; dissension is weak- 
ness, misery, ruin. In time of peace, enjoy peace together; in time ot 
war, if war must come, fight together. As brothers live, as brothers 
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die. While ready and billing to defend our firesides from the robber 
and murderer, let us not make war wantonly against the authority of 
the United or Confederate States, but avoid conflict with either, and 
remain strictly on our own soil. We have homes endeared to us by 
every consideration, laws adapted to our condition of our own choice, 
and rights and privileges of the highest character. Here they must bo 
enjoyed or nowhere else. When your nationality ceases here, it will 
live nowhere else. When these homes, are lost, you will find no others 
like them. Then, my countrymen, as you regard your own rights, as 
you regard the welfare of your posterity, be prudent liow you act. 
The permanent disruption of the United- States is now probable. The 
State on our border and the Indian nations about us have severed their 
connection from the United States and joined the Confederate States. 
Our general interests are inseparable from theirs, audit is not desirable 
that we should stand alone. The preservation of our rights and of our 
existence are above every other consideration. And in view of all the 
circumstances of our situation I do say to you frankly that in my opin- 
ion the time has now come when you should signify your consent for the 
authorities of the nation to adopt preliminary steps for an alliance with 
the Confederate States upon terms honorable and advantageous to the 
Cherokee Nation. 

After the delivery of the address of the principal chief and a few 
pertinent and forcible remarks from Colonel Crawford, Cherokee agent, 
the meeting was organized by electing Joseph Vann, assistant principal 
chief, president, and William P, Boss, secretary. A recess was then 
had until after dinner, when the people again assembled together. 
Having been called to order, Pickens M. Benge, on behalf of the people, 
offered the following preamble and resolutions, which were read in the 
English and Cherokee languages : 

Whereas we, the Cherokee people, have been invited by the execu- 
tive of the Cherokee Nation, in compliance with the request of many 
citizens, to meet in general meeting, for the purpose of drawing more 
closely the bonds of friendship and sympathy which should characterize 
our conduct and mark our feelings towards each other in view of the 
difficulties and dangers which have arisen from the fearful condition of 
affairs among the people of the several States, and for the purpose of 
giving a free and frank expression of the real sentiments we cherish 
towards each other, and of our true position in regard to questions 
wlueli affect the general welfare, and particularly on that of the subject 
of slavery: Therefore be it hereby 

Resolved , That we fully approve the neutrality recommended by the 
principal chief in the war pending between the United and the Con- 
federate States, and tender to General McCulloch our thanks for the 
respect lie lias shown to our position. ' 

Resolved, That we renew the pledges given by the executive of this 
nation of the friendship of the Oherokees towards the people of all the 
States, and particularly towards those on our immediate border, with 
whom our relations have been harmonious and cordial, and from whom 
they should not be separated. 

Resolved , That we also take occasion to renew to the Creeks, Choc- 
taws, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and Osages, and others, assurances of 
continued friendship and brotherly feeling. 

Resolved , That we hereby disavow any wish or purpose to create or 
perpetuate any distinctions between the citizens of our country as to 
the full and mixed blood, but regard each and all as our brothers, and 
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entitled to equal rights and privileges according to the constitution 

and laws of the nation. . , ... 

Resolved, That we proclaim unwavering attachment to the constitu- 
tion and laws of the Cherokee Nation, and solemnly pledge out selves 
to defend and support the same, and as far as in us lies to secure to the 
citizens of the nation all the rights and privileges which they guarantee 

t0 Resolved, That among the rights guaranteed by the constitution and 
laws we distinctly recognize that of property in negro slaves, and hereby 
publicly denounce as calumniators those who represent us to be aboli- 
tionists, and as a consequence hostile to the South, which is both the 
land of our birth and the land of our homes. 

Resolved , That the great consideration with the Cherokee people 
should be a united and harmonious support and defense of their com- 
mon rights, and we hereby pledge ourselves to mutually sustain our 
nationality, and to defend our lives and the integrity of our homes and 
soil whenever the same shall be wantonly assailed by lawless marauders. 

Resolved , That, reposing full confidence in the constituted authorities 
of the Cherokee Nation, we submit to their wisdom the management of 
all questions which affect our interests growing out of the exigencies 
of the relations between the United and Confederate States of America, 
and which may render an alliance on our part with the latter States 
expedient and desirable. 

And which resolutions, upon the question of their passage being put, 
were carried by acclamation. 

JOSEPH YANNj 

President. 

Wm. P. Ross, Secretary. 

Tahlequah, 0. K, August 21, 18G1. 


Headquarters, 

New Madrid , August 2d-, 18G1 — 2 o’clock. 

[General Polk:] 

General: I have reached this place and find matters as I left them. 
I am now actively engaged preparing everything to leave in the morning. 
I learn from a dispatch from Thompson that the enemy is increasing 
his forces very materially at the Cape. The information is not definite, 
however, and we cannot tell what his forces are. It enters into my 
plans, if successful in taking the Cape and I can get across the river 
with my force, to leave my heavy guns, with a field battery and Thomp- 
son’s force, to hold that place, to cut the river line of communication of 
the enemy, to cross with all the balance of the force over the bridge 
across the creek 7 miles beyond Cairo and attack that place in reverse, 
and if I take Cairo, with the guns there drive out the forces in Bird’s 
Point. 

In anticipation of the movement being made and of success, I wish 
you to give orders to General Clark if I do succeed, and give him intel- 
ligence of the fact, immediately to advance all the Union City forces to 
my position by railroad through Columbus; and in order that water 
transportation be at hand I think you had. better have three or four 
large boats within reach of this place. 

This may all become impossible by obstacles in my way, but I do not 
now see them ; but if I find the work practicable and I can get boats to 
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cross the river, it will be attempted, and in view of the possibility of it, 
I deem these stops on your part, prudent and precautionary, without 
waiting until information could reach you and then orders he sent' to 
Clark, 

If I can take Cairo and hold it, it will put an end to the idea of 
a descent on. the river, and of course there will be no use of force at 
Union City. 

Tour obedient servant, 

GIB. J. PILLOW, 

Brigadier- Genera^ C. S. A rmy , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Benton , Mo., August 24, 1861 — 7 a. m. 
Brig'. Gen. 13. F. Cheatham, 0. S. A., 

Commanding Troops , New Madrid , Mo. : 

Bear General: Yours of yesterday was received at midnight.* I 
am satisfied that the information which has caused the trouble is false, 
but I am also satisfied that if wo are delayed much longer we might as 
well u give up the ship,” for the hordes of the North will soon be 
poured into Missouri, and the spirit of liberty, that has been enliv- 
ened by our successes, will be crushed out by overwhelming masses, 
and the morale and prestige which we now have over them will be lost. 
I know that the first duty of a soldier is to obey orders, but I will be 
very loth to turn back again, and, if we have to be deserted by our 
Southern friends, I will remain and fight them, if it needs be, solitary 
and alone. Every hour that has been lost, occasioned by the retreat 
ordered by General Polk, will cost ns a hundred lives. I could have 
taken Cape Girardeau and closed the navigation of the Mississippi four 
days ago without losing a man. Now it is doubtful if we can take it at 
all, as they have found out our strength, or rather my -weakness. The 
position I now have I cannot hold much longer. I must either make 
a demonstration which will make the enemy wait for me or I must get 
farther out of danger. I hope to hear fully from you by return courier. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

’ M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 


Headquarters Army of Liberation, 

New Madrid, August 25, 1861. 

[General Polk :] 

General : I will order Captain Stewart with his subordinates to 
report to you at Memphis, as directed. He is on duty with his brother, 
Major Stewart, at the works at Island No. 10, and not with me. 

Alter leaving you at Fort Pillow I had much conversation with 
Colonel Borland in regard to Hardee’s position and ability to advance 
and join me. He is of opinion that Hardee cannot do so, and that the 
attempt to do so will endanger the command, and he says that such is 
Hardee’s opinion. Hardee is an old officer, of large experience, and I 
have thought that with this positive expression of opinion by him, 
knowing as be must, his exact position 1 and resources, it is perhaps 

’ J_ — 

* Not found. 
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not prudent for us to constrain him by your decision to act against his 
positively expressed opinion in a matter involving the safety of the 
force under his command. Anxious as I have been and am still to 
advance, such is the conclusion at which I have arrived, after much 
reflection upon the subject ; and on last night I followed Colonel Bor- 
land (who had left) with a dispatch to General Hardee, in which I said 
to him substantially the conclusion at which I had arrived, viz, that lie 
must be the best judge of his ability to advance, and that if his opinion 
was clear that he could not advance with safety to his command, I was 
unwilling that he should do so under my advice, and that I felt satisfied 
you would not have him come forward at the risk of his command and 
in opposition to his own judgment. This much I felt upon reflection it 
was my duty to say, and I feel persuaded you will approve. I directed 
Hardee to advise me at the earliest possible moment of his conclusion. 
In the mean time I have suspended any advance until I can hear from 
Hardee, and I have ordered my advance to take position behind a 
strong point at the causeway across the heads of the swamp, 4 miles 
this side of Benton, and at Sikeston, as a matter of precaution. 

On my return last night I found General Cheatham strongly opposed 
to moving upon the Cape, and he said the commanders of his regiments 
were also, believing that the position was one of too great exposure, 
and that the enemy could too readily throw upon us at that place an - 
overwhelming and crushing force. During my absence down the river 
Cheatham had received similar letters from Colonels Smith and Wright, 
who were with Colonel McCown, in the advance. All these considera- 
tions induce me to hesitate and to doubt the conclusion to which I had 
arrived, and to submit the whole matter to you for reconsideration and 
for your instructions. Without the co-operation of Hardee’s force, my 
judgment has been all the while against the movement; and I must' 
confess that with Hardee and Borland both expressing the opinion that 
he cannot advance to join me, and that in doing so he endangers the 
whole force to be cut up by a flank attack or an attack upon his rear 
while marching, I think that it is upon the whole best to let Hardee 
decide what he can do and if he says he cannot advance with safety 
to his command, in that event the movement against the Cape had bet- 
ter be suspended. In that event I think his force should be brought 
over to the river front and occupy this place and fortify it in conjunc- 
tion with your works at Ho. 10, while your own force could be disposed 
the more effectually to protect the river and interior of Tennessee, and 
after strongly fortifying Island Ho. 10 you may see the way open to 
fortify Columbus. 

My opinion is well matured and settled in all I have said above, ex- 
cept that the remarks of the last paragraph are thrown out as sugges- 
tions, not as matured opinions, for your consideration. 

My opinion is that Hardee will not advance) and therefore I regard 
this dispatch as presenting for your consideration the question as to 
what shall be my future position. 

Borland said to me distinctly that while he believed Hardee would 
make the attempt under your decision, yet that he knew it was against 
Ids (H.’s) judgment, and that he did not see how he could accomplish 
the movement. 

In regard to the appointments made by Colonel McCown, I would re- 
mark that appointments made by him under our law of organization I 
think are valid until the law ceases to be of force. That law is in force 
until the transfer is completed in all its arms. These appointments were 
all made before the muster up here was completed. The app ointments 
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I thought good ones. We needed the additional lieutenants of artillery 
tor one large artillery force, and we can get nothing from Richmond. 
I therefore, believing the appointments valid, approved them, and I 
still think we had better let them pass without question. The appoint- 
ments are all as good as can be had in the Army; the appointees are 
young gentlemen of talent and high promise, and taken from the line of 
lieutenants in the Army, I believe. 

I would be glad to have your conclusion and instructions in regard 
to this whole dispatch, the length of which I would be glad to curtail, 
but which, in justice to the whole subject, cannot be done. 

I have just received the inclosed dispatch, a copy of which I send you. 
This looks as if he was going to make the attempt. He will not make 
the attempt, however, before he receives mine ; then I shall have his 
reply and conclusion. Hardee has no heavy artillery, and if you think 
he should come over upon the river, he could fall back upon Black 
River and cross over to the plank road, and bring all light and with 
but little baggage. That road might be so repaired as to enable him 
to cross and reach this place. With his left resting at the head of the 
swamp and where they cross the ridge, where mine now is ordered, and 
that point fortified, his position could not be turned except by passing 
over the very country which he finds impracticable. His right on the 
river here, and that fortified ; the line crossing the river at Island Ho. 
10, with your works there; your force with its left at those works and 
your right on Union City. These lines sustained, hold the enemy’s only 
approach down the river or on either side, and for defensive purpose a 
line could not be chosen shorter or better capable of defense within so 
close proximity of the enemy’s front. The road from Benton to Bloom- 
field crosses tiie Nigger Wool Swamp, which no well-appointed army 


can pass over now. . ... 

I shall take no action until I hear from you, unless I get intelligence 
that Hardee is actually on the advance. 

liespectfully, yours, x PILLOW, 

Brigadier- General, G. 8. Army. 


[Inolosuie.] 


Headquarters, 
Greenville , August 23, 1861. 

General Pillow: 

My Hear General: i have received another dispatch from you 
dated the 20th. I am anxiously awaiting the return of Colonel Borland. 
Whatever is determined on I shall endeavor to accomplish. I need not 
again repeat that I have neither transportation nor provisions to enab o 
me to move. I will do all in my power to get up both. Some of mj 
wagons have reached me, others are on the way, and one boat with pro- 
visions has reached Pocahontas. ... 

I have been unwell, but am better. I take it for granted that you will 
not now turn back, and that we will make a junction here or at hred- 
ricktown. I have sent another party to break up the Ironton Railroad ; 
but to make sure of it, as soon as you are safe rrom Cape Unarueau, 
I would suggest the propriety of detailing General Jen. Thompson foi 
that purpose. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant^ ^ 

Brigadier - General. 
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Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Gamp Benton, Mo., August 25, 1801 — 0 a. m. 
Brig. Clen. Gideon J. Pillow, 

Gomdg. Army of Liberation, New Madrid, Mo., or en route: 

Dear General: I was sick in bed when your letter of yesterday* 
w r as received,, but I was so encouraged' by it that I am at my post, in 
full vigor, this morning. I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you 
to-night, as your presence in the front is necessary to keep your own 
men in spirits, as well, or more so, than mine. 1 will get my men in 
handling order to-night, so that any plan which may be determined 
upon can at once be carried out. I am informed that the men I had 
with Hardee (from twelve to fifteen hundred), when ordered to return 
to Greenville, left him, and are now at Dallas, on the way to join me. 
I will send out to them, and place them in a position to assist in the 
attack on the Cape, which will give the impression that Hardee’s whole 
force is with them. 

Hoping to have the pleasure of seeing you shortly, T am, yours, most 
respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


i 

Camp Benton, Mo., August 25, 18G1— C a. m. 

Col. Aden Lowe, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard, en route : 

Dear Colonel : I heard, from rumor, that you are on the way to 
join us, and that you are near Dallas. I hardly know whether to say 
I am glad to hear it or not, for, although I am very anxious to have 
you with me, yet I would not have you displease General Hardee or 
disobey orders. If you are near Dallas, as reported, and have not 
received some orders from Hardee, you must turn to the left, and go 
to the point called Gravel Eoad, or to where the gravel road crosses 
Whitewater, and report to me every morning after your picket comes 
in. My pickets are within six miles of the Cape all the time, aud yon 
can probably keep yours at Jackson. I will make a forward movement 
to-morrow, and will probably bring my whole force to join you, and 
make a demonstration from your direction. I have 4,000 Confederate 
troops . with me, and the whole line will be up to-day or to-morrow. 
Be vigilant; let no man, friend or foe, pass from your lines into or from 
the Cape, and, when in position, let me hear from yon as often as 
necessary. 

Tours, truly, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding, 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 25, 1801—1 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, C. S. A., Greenville, Mo. : 

Dear General: I have taken the liberty to open the accompanying 
letter from General Pillow to yourself, believing it to be allowed by 
military courtesy. I am really grieved to know his conclusions, after 
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being so encouraged by Ms letters of last flight^ which assured me that 
lie would advance this morning. I certainly do. not intend to keep my 
men in this dangerous position any longer, when I know there is no 
occasion tor it. We never had any business this side of the swamps, 
and it has only been a Memphis fear that prompted such a move. If 
not allowed to take Cape Girardeau, to obtain supplies, and then fall 
back on your line, I must go to you at once, for I may be cut to pieces 
here any night. Your Arkansas men can live on beef alone, and then 
live better than they ever lived at home, the same as my Missourians 5 
and in a war of liberty coffee, sugar, and rice are not indispensable. 
Excuse my speaking so bluntly. My heart is in this cause, and I know 
that every hour is costing lives. Governor Eeynolds is with me, and, 
although we would not displease our Tennessee and Mississippi allies, 
yet will I ask him to transfer me to you again if a forward movement 
is-'iiot made to-morrow. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 25, 1861 — 2 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. S. A., 

Commanding Army of Liberation , New Madrid , Mo. : 

Dear General ; I took the privilege of reading your letter to Gen- 
eral Hardee, and am grieved to the heart at its contents. I must either 1 * 
be allowed to advance or must go away from the Mississippi Biver, as 
I' feel that my men are iu too great danger here, and if we should be 
driven away, which I expect every hour, the cause iu Southeastern 
Missouri will be crushed to death, and it will cost us a thousand lives 
to reinstate it. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

By igadier- General , Commanding* 


Gamp Benton, Mo., August 25, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. W. J. Hardee, 0. S. A., Greenville , Mo. : 

Dear General: Your flattering letter, turning over the job that 
must be done to me, is at band.* Had I not been restrained by posi- 
tive orders from General Pillow I would have had Gape Girardeau be- 
fore now, and would have been at your service. I see that you expected 
General Pillow to be. at this point. Instead of that he returned from 
Memphis yesterday, and will start in this direction from New Madrid 
to-day. I suppose he will be here to-night or to-morrow. Every day 
lost since I have been here may cost 100 lives, for the enemy have found 
by now our numbers, whereas they would have run before without fir- 
ing a shot. I have heard, by rumors, that Lowe’s command has started 
to join me. If so, I hope it is by your orders, as I am not disposed to 
encourage disobedience. If they join me I will return to you with my 
whole command as soon as we take the Cape, as we have no more busi- 
ness on tbe Mississii>pi Biver after establishing a permanent post be- 
tween Saint Louis and Ca iro. We can have daily or hourly correspond- 
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ence, if necessary, as we have friends who will furnish post horses from 


Dallas to Greenville. 

Tours, most respectfully, 


M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 
Brigadier- General > Commanding* 


Camp Benton, Mo., August 25, 1861. 

Capt. Ben. Talbot: 

Sir : I am instructed by Brig. Gen. M. Jeff. Thompson to call your 
earnest attention to the inclosed general orders.* He has heard with 
much indignation that you are carrying on an indiscriminate course of 
impressment, and that friends suffer as often as foes by your actions. 
He desires me to assure you, on his word of honor, that he will hold 
you strictly accountable for your action in these matters; or, to use his 
own words, “Tell Captain Talbot, by God, I’ll hang the first man, be 
he private or officer, be he sworn in the service or not, who transgresses 
the inclosed general orders.” 

JOHN M. LANGAN, 

Asst Adjt. Gen., First Mil. JDist., Missouri State Guard. 


Richmond, Va., August 26, 1861. 
Governor H. M. Rector, Little Boole, Arlc. : 

If the regiment to which you refer in your dispatch of the 22d is 
armed and equipped it will be accepted, and is ordered to General Mc- 
Culloch. Otherwise not. 

L. P. WALKER. 


Memphis, August 26, 1861. 

Adjutant-General Cooper: 

I am informed that there is a regiment from Canton, Miss., now on its • 
way to Grand Junction to go to Virginia. If the Government means 
to defend the valley of the Mississippi we must have troops, and I re- 
spectfully but earnestly protest against the removal of the troops from 
this valley, on which we must rely for defense. May I not urge upon the 
Department the sending forward to Tennessee all the regiments that 
may be found in the States south of us to be organized into an army to 
meet in a few weeks hence the large army now concentrated in Missouri 
for a descent on this valley ? If it be possible, I hope this appeal may 
reach the seat of chief authority immediately. 

L. POLK. 


Headquarters Department No. 2, 

Memphis, Tenn., August 26, 1861. 

[General Hardee:] 

General: Tour messenger, Colonel Borland, with your dispatch, 
was received by me at Fort Pillow, as he will ere this have informed you. 

* Not found. 




Chai-.X.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 683 

From the facts then before me I thought it best for you to move forward 
and join General Pillow and command at Benton. I supposed you 
could do so without danger to your command while in transitu , and 
when you had made the junction you could then judge whether it might 
be expedient to move still farther forward, or whether it be better for 
the whole command — yours and that of General Pillow — to fall back on 
New Madrid, and take up such positions on the river on both sides, .on 
the line of Island iso. 10, as might promise the best for defenses. 

Since then I have come to the conclusion that the same object might 
be accomplished without any risk to your command, by your falling 
back from Greenville and jjassing to the river over the plank road to 
Point Pleasant. 

At fill events I am satisfied you should not go forward, but retire 
towards your base until we are all better prepared for a forward move- 
ment. 

If the working of the saltpeter mines on White River was not an 
object of the greatest consequence to us, I should repeat the advice 
given in my dispatch by Colonel Borland to abandon your line altogether. 
I did not remember those mines when I wrote you, and do not think it 
would be well to open the line from the interior of Missouri upon them. 
They are our chief dependence for the material for making powder, and 
should be protected by an adequate force somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood. The object of keeping that force there may not and oug-lit not 
to be known; acquainted as you are with the country you can judge of 
the force required for that purpose, and when that is left on that line, 
my opinion is that the rest of your force should be on or near tlie river, 
somewhere in the region of Chalk Bluff and New Madrid. Of this 
latter disposition we can speak when you are more at ease than at 
present. 

In my last dispatch by Colonel Borland I gave my reasons for the 
opinion I expressed as to the expediency of your going forward. Of 
their weight, in view of your knowledge of the strength of your com- 
mand and the difficulties before you, you were left to judge. " If I had 
possessed the information I now have I should have advised you retir- 
ing as I have done above. I hope, therefore, this will reach you before 
you shall have made a forward movement, and that you will be able to 
fall back without inconvenience to your command. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding Second Department. 


Headquarters Department Ho. 2, 

Memphis , Tenn ., August 26, 1861. 

[General Pillow :] 

General : Tour dispatch of the 25th* has just reached me. Its con- 
tents cause me to recur to the views of mine which I submitted to you 
and the council of your officers at Hew Madrid, and from which views 
I with reluctance turned aside from insisting upon by the information 
I then received of the diminution of the enemy’s strength at Cairo, 
Bird’s Point, and Girardeau. Of the expediency of the movement, not- 
withstanding the diminution of this force and the fact that Island Ho. 
10 had been seized and fortified, I have never been entirely satisfied. 
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In your dispatch you say that upon reflection, on certain considerations 
which you enumerated, “I am induced to hesitate and doubt the con- 
clusion at which I had arrived (as to the expediency of a forward move- 
ment), and to submit the whole matter to you for reconsideration and 
for your instructions.” 

My opinion is that you should abandon for the present this forward 
movement, and my orders are that you recall your troops as soon as 
you can with safety to New Madrid, and that the plan submitted by 
me for the present employment of these troops be carried out, to wit, 
that a part of the force acting with you, that of General Thompson, 
with his consent, be posted at the best position that can be found on 
the Missouri side of the river, and the rest of [the] forces be divided 
between the fortified position of Island No. 10 and the post at IT nion 
City. The details of this distribution will be communicated in a sub- 
sequent order. 

I have dispatched to General Hardee that my opinion is he should 
abandon a forward movement and fall back on his base. His further 
movements will be matter for further consideration. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Gamp Acoclc , (near Bolivar ), August 26, 1801. 
Brigadier- General Harris, Second Military District: 

General : I am instructed by Major-General Price to acknowledge 
the receipt of your third dispatch, dated the 21st instant,* and to' say 
that he has never received any previous communication from you. He 
is now marching with this army towards the Missouri Biver, in the di- 
rection of Lexington, near which place he proposes to concentrate as 
large a force as possible, with a view to future operations. He cannot, 
consistently with his present plans, detach any portion of his command 
for service beyond the river just now, and you will therefore, unless 
you can raise a sufficient force to maintain your position unaided , bring 
your troops to this side of the river, and .effect a junction with this army 
at its proposed present destination near Lexington. An army can be 
organized there to operate north of the river. 

General Price desires to express his appreciation of the spirited and 
effective manner in which you have conducted the campaign in your 
district. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS L. SNEAD, 

Acting Adjutant- General , Missouri State Guard. 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oepice, 

Richmond , August 28, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Commanding , ffic., Memphis , Tenn.: 

General : Tour dispatch of 26th instant has been replied to by tel- 
egraph to-day. In addition, I am instructed by the President to state 
that General Hardee writes that his campaign against Ironton was 
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broken up by the withdrawal of the Missouri forces under the orders 
of Governor Jackson, and in response to an application from General 
Pillow they were ordered to Hew Madrid, since which we learn, but 
not officially, that General Pillow has abandoned blew Madrid. The 
President has expected daily to receive from you,, as lie hopes, satisfac- 
tory information in relation to these events. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General . 


Headquarters, 

New Madrid , August 28, 1801. 

Major-General Polk j 

General : I have just received Hardee’s reply to your dispatch and 
mine in regard to his co-operation with me. He says that he cannot 
advance, and will not attempt it. That point being settled, it only re- 
mains for me, with as good grace as I can, to turn my face (now ready 
for the first time since I landed at this place) upon other duty, without 
an apparent abandonment of a forward movement. I have to-day vis- 
ited the works being built above this place. To my surprise I found 
the battery constructed on ground subject to fully 3 feet of overflow* 
and about a mile above the head of the island, in a muddy, damp, and 
dark forest of heavy cottonwood. Opposite this battery there is a 
wide and fiat sand bar, over which boats can float in a full river at least 
1 mile, and I think 1| miles from the battery. It is built on the very 
brink of a soft bank already chipping off by the action of the water. 
The first full river will sweep away the parapet. In addition to this 
error in the selection of the site, the engineer is now grading down the 
original bank within the work fully 2 feet, so that the seep water will 
drive out the forces in the work before the river gets within 3 or 4 feet 
of high-water mark. The forest is so damp and the overflow bottom is 
so wet, that it is impossible for troops to live in the work. They will 
die like sheep of the rot. 

Just at the head of the island, on the Tennessee shore, there is a good 
position for a battery to command the Tennessee chute, and about half 
way down the island, on the west side, is a very favorable position for 
another battery to command the western chute. The Tennessee bat- 
tery can be turned and taken in reverse, and has but little advantage 
of position, and when taken, that channel of the river is open, and the 
other battery will be of no practical value. In addition to these two 
batteries, both of which must have a strong supporting force, you must 
have a strong intrenched work at this place, else that work will be lia- 
ble to be cut off from its river base. My judgment therefore is, that 
the value of this position is greatly overrated. Less than 5,000 men 
could not hold this place, and an equal force on the Tennessee shore, 
and 1,000 on the island, which would make the position a very expem 
sive one. Even then it will not add materially to the safety of the river. 
You are in possession at Fort Pillow of the only strong strategical po- 
sition on the river below Columbus. My mind reaches now to that gate- 
way into Tennessee as the only protection against an invading column 
into- the interior as well as descent down the river. That has always 
been my opinion, and it was to get as far on the way _ to Columbus as 
I could go that induced me to establish the force at Union City, looking 
with certainty to the time that I could occupy Columbus. 
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That time, I think, has arrived. Kentucky is now a boiling caldron. 
Lincoln forces are organized and under arms in five counties in the 
State. They are rapidly aggregating into military organizations and 
threatening a descent upon Tennessee. General Anderson is in con> 
maud or on his way to take command of these forces. Every paper we 
meet is full of accounts of the pouring of arms and munitions of war 
into the State to make Avar upon the patriots of that State and Tennes- 
see. Kentucky neutrality is no longer regarded, if indeed it ever was. 
In addition to this, it is Avell known that Ftemont had his boats loaded 
Avitli troops to take possession of Columbus when he received the news 
of Lyon’s defeat. 

If you do not intend to let the enemy take possession of that gate- 
way, you must take it first. If he gets possession of it once, you can 
never dislodge him. its possession is a military necessity, involving 
the ultimate safety of Tennessee from devastating invasion. My force 
here being now Avell organized, equipped, and in hand, give me per- 
mission and I Avill do the work and hold all beloAV protected and safe. 
With the Union City forces added to mine, I can close the door eflectu- 
ually against invasion of Tennessee or descent of the Mississippi. It 
will not hasten matters in Kentucky. As rapidly as events can hurry 
on the conflict it is coming, and as soon as it is possible for Lincoln to 
raise forces to meet other pressing wants he will take possession, of 
this place, and from it, as a point cVappui, he will direct his column upion 
Tennessee. 

If you approve, send me three boats, one at a time, and make ar- 
rangements to have the Union City forces advanced Avhen I notify the 
commanding officer, and authorize me to use the guns now at the Avorks 
above, and to take Captain Gray with me. I Avill draw back my forces 
so gently to this place and move up there, and have everything secure 
before the enemy is in condition to moA T e. If you approve, send me up 
the gunboats. This moA r e Avill attract so much attention when made 
that the real object of the move here will not be thought of. It Avill a\ r oid 
any discussion, and if any reference is made to it, the failure of Hardee 
to co-operate will vindicate the movement and commend the discretion 
of turning the object of the campaign to so good an account. If Ave.tlo 
not move now, Ave never can. 

If you can come up and yourself examine the Avorks aboA r e as they 
are being constructed and the site of those proposed, you will see that 
ray judgment is correct. Since I have myself examined these positions, 
I beg to say that my opinion of their Aralue as a line of defense is greatly 
modified. This is the only position left ns, and that is a paramount 
military necessity , and is now clearly justified by the attitude of Ken- 
tucky and the action of the Federal Government and troops, utterly 
disregarding her assumed neutrality. If you leave me discretion, I will 
be there before the object is suspected. I am willing to be saddled with 
all the responsibility. If I am allowed to make the move, I will send 
Cheatham to take possession by Union City forces first, and fix. some 
field pieces there before I advance with the forces by water. If you 
send me the gunboat I may move differently. If you will allow me to 
make the move, and place the Union City forces, gunboat, steamers, 
and forces above here at my disposal, I know how to do the work. 

Let me hear from you as early as possible. If ’ you do not approve, 
don’t hurry me away, aw I am tryiug to effect a move on Cairo. I will 
be cautious and make no false step. I wish to aid Thompson by plac- 
ing this portion of Missouri in safe position. We owe the people who 
have so committed themselves to our policy that much, and while we 
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remain hero threatening an advance,, we are preventing a concentration 
of his forces against McCulloch. 

Hardee did not wait until he received my dispatch, which followed 
Borland, and of which I gave you the substance, before he decided. He 
has acted in the face of his agreement, by Borland, to abide your de- 
cision. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GID. J. PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General , O. 8. Army. 

P. B. — I have invited the opinion of Captain Gray on this point and 
its strategical importance, which you will find condensed below. 

New Madrid, August 29, 186L 

I a&n fully impressed with the value of Columbus as commanding the river and as 
the gateway to the interior of Tennessee. From information I am satisfied that it is 
a vary strong position. If you should be of opinion that Kentucky’s neutrality has 
been Violated by the Federal forces and that the time has arrived for the occupation 
of Columbus for protection of the people of Kentucky and Tennessee, then I regard 
it as di military necessity to occupy and fortify that place. 

A> jl3« (xJLiAx, 

Captain, C. Si Amy, Acting Topographical Engineer. 


Little Rock, August 29, 1861. 


Horn L. P. Walker : 

Sm: The volunteers of Brigadier-General Pearce’s command were 
turned over to the Confederate States by agreement with Brigadier- 
General Hardee. The exigencies of the Northwest hindered these forces 
from being placed under the actual control of General Hardee. When 
now, however, that general has sent his agent to that region to take 
them in charge, we sent an agent on the part of the military board of 
Arkansas to see that they were duly turned over to General Hardee. 
These troops were raised for most part in the region where they now 
are. They were mustered at first into the service of the State, and 
their individual consent is necessary to perfect the transfer. This 
might have been readily obtained before the battle near Springfield. 
We are advised by our agent that it will now be next to impossible to 
obtain it without the condition that they have the command of General 
McCulloch, under whom they fought and passed from the region in 
which they were situated across to General Hardee, with whom they 
are unacquainted. We ask that the agreement with General Hardee be 
so far modified as to enable us to turn these forces over to General Mc- 
Culloch. Without this they will probably disband.. The forces with 
General Hardee may be immediately recruited by an Arkansas regiment, 
which is already organized, and is now near him. The matter is impor- 


tant, Reply at once. 


H. M. RECTOR, 
President Military Board. 


Headquarters Department No. 2, 

Memphis, Tenn., August 29, 1S6L 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President , &o. : 

I have now had ample opportunity to judge of the field you have 
assigned me* as well as of tlie fields around me 7 wliicli liad oeen as- 
signed to other officers as theaters for defensive operations, and I am 
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well satisfied from the working of the existing arrangements that a 
change is necessary. For these operations to be directed wisely, har- 
moniously, and successfully they should be combined from west to east 
across the Mississippi Valley, and placed under the direction of one 
head, and that head should have large discretionary powers. Such a 
position is one of very great responsibility, involving and requiring large 
experience and extensive military knowledge, and I know of no one so 
well equal to that task as our friend General Albert S. Johnston. Such 
an appointment would cover all the commands of the generals now 
operating in fields nearest the enemy in the West and would give 
universal satisfaction. Indeed, actual experience shows that all the 
generals now in the Western field, having separate commands, operate 
to great disadvantage in consequence of the want of a single head. As 
I am informed our friend General Johnston is daily expected, I beg 
leave very respectfully but earnestly to urge upon you the expediency 
of this appointment. The success of our campaign in this valley may 
depend upon such an arrangement, and I know of no man who has the 
capacity to fill the x>osition, who could be had, but General J ohnston. 

Hoping these views may commend themselves acceptably to your 
consideration, I remain, very truly, your friend, 

L. POLK. 


Hew Madrid, August 29, 1861. 
Oapt. E. D. Blake, A. A. A. Gen., DepH No. 2, Memphis : 

Captain : I came down from the Island Ho. 10 Bend last night at 
the request of General Pillow. I go up in an hour, but will go down to 
Memphis in the first boat after this, say to-morrow, to see the general. 

I have six guns in position and an impenetrable parapet, so that the 
enemy cannot now trouble us while erecting the larger works at Island 
Ho. 10. 


I wrote a note to General Pillow’s dispatch, at his request, and believe 
what I said to be the best move. I wish to communicate in person with 
the general himself upon all our matters here and things of impor- 
tance. I wish the general commanding could let the troops remain as 
they are now here, until I see him in a day or two. 

We are progressing as 'well as can be expected under the circum- 
stances. 

The Kentucky leaves in a few minutes, so pardon this hasty note. 

I go up to our fort in half an hour. 

I am,, very respectfully, yours, 

A. B. GBAY, 
Captain , 0. 8. Army. 


War Department, C. S. A., 

Richmond , August 30, 1861. 
His Excellency Governor Rector, Little Rode , Arlw: 

Sir : In the act of transfer, &c., entered into between the governor 
and military board of the State of Arkansas and Brigadier- General 
Hardee on the part of this Government, it was ^stipulated, as your ex- 
cellency will remember, that the State of Arkansas should furnish field 
transportation, &C,, for the troops so transferred,, and that the Confed- 
erate Government ' should repay to the State all her outlay thus ex- 
pended. 
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While this Department acknowledges fully the obligation of this stip- 
ulation, it is nevertheless of opinion that the existence of two distinct 
departments, both engaged in the same operations, will lead necessarily 
to confusion and additional expense, and thus to the injury of the serv- 
ice. 

This Department therefore desires that the immediate agents of the 
Government, in its own Quartermaster Department, shall take charge 
of all transportation thus provided for, so that there may be henceforth 
hut one organization engaged in this work, and that directly responsible 
to this Government. The Department assures your excellency of the 
ability and willingness of the Confederate Government to provide sat- 
isfactorily for the Arkansas troops in this respect in such manner that 
no loss shall accrue to them thereby. 

Your excellency is therefore informed that the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment of the Confederate Government has been directed to make all 
necessary arrangements for the transportation of the Arkansas troops, 
with authority to make such purchases of means of transportation, &c., 
now in the possession of the State of Arkansas, as may be deemed neces- 
sary and expedient. Such expenses as have been actually incurred 
under the stipulation above referred to by the State of Arkansas will 
of course be paid for by this Government according to the terms therein 
agreed. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

L. P. WALKER, 

Secretary of War. 


Richmond, August 31, 1861. 

Gov. H. M. Rector, Little Book, Ark.: 

If to prevent the disbanding of the troops it be necessary to send them 
to McCulloch, let them go to him. 

L. P. WALKER. 


Fayetteville, Are., August 31, 

(via Little Rock, September 2, 1861.) 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

The Arkansas troops are all mustered out of service. But 20 men re- 
main. The arms and other stores ought to be turned over to me, and 
not taken to Pocahontas. Without these arms this country will be in 
a defenseless condition. Other men should be raised at once and these 
arms put iu their hands, or we will not be ready to meet the enemy. 
There are 3,000 stand of small-arms and ten pieces of artillery. The 
Clierokees have joined the South, and offered me a regiment. They 
and other Indian forces need arms. My command, 3,000 strong, will 
soon be near the southwest corner of Missouri. An expressman awaits 
your reply in Little Rock. 

BEK. McCULLOCH, 

Brigadier- General. 

44 R R — VOL HI 




First Arkansas Infantry (Cleburne) 24 394 

Second Arkansas Infantry (Hindman) 31 457 

Battalion attacked to Second Regiment 19 281 

Fifth Arkansas Infantry (Cross) 38 5, >7 

Sixth Arkansas Infantry (Lyon) 29 309 

Seventh Arkansas Infantry (Shaver) 32 593 

Three companies artillery (Shoup) 

Light battery (Roberts) 

Regiment of cavalry (Borland) 




14 

217 



2 

85 

31 

351 



13 

135 



44 

480 

10 

302 


Abstract from monthly report of McCulloch’s brigade, Provisional Forces, C. S. Army, com- 
manded by Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, for August 31, 1861. 


Troops. 


McNair's regiment Arkansas infantry. 

McRae’s battalion 

Hebert’s regiment Louisiana infantry. . 
Choctaw and Chickasaw mounted riiles 
McIntosh’s regiment Arkansas riiles . . 
Churchill’s regiment Arkansas cavalry 
■Greer's regiment Texas cavalry 

Grand total 



Fayetteville, Ark., September 1, 1861. 
John Boss, Principal Chief, and 

Executive Council of the Cherolcee Nation ; 

Sirs : I am in receipt of your letter of August 24, also a copy of the 
proceedings of a mass meeting of the Cherokee people. 

Permit me to congratulate you upon the course yon have thought 
proper to pursue. The people of the Confederate States and those of 
the Cherokee Nation must share a common destiny. Their interest and 
institutions are the same. Then let us as brothers co-operate against a 
common enemy .to us and those institutions, and drive them from our 
borders whenever they dare approach them. I will most gladly receive 
the regiment you tender the Confederate States so soon as you conclude 
a treaty with the same. At the same time will take this occasion to 
inform you of the fact of my having already authorized Col. Stand 
, Watie to raise a force for the protection of your northern border, but at 
the same time not to interfere with the neutrality of the Nation by 
occupying a position within its limits. Your northern border shall be 
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protected until the proposed treaty shall be ratified between your Station 
and the Confederate States. General Pike, who alone is authorized to 
make treaties with the several Indian nations and tribes on our borders, 
will meet your chiefs, and conclude a treaty, by which both parties will 
stand or fall in one common cause. ' 

I shall forward copies of the documents you sent me to my Govern- 
ment. 

Hoping a treaty will be made that shall prove advantageous to all 
concerned, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McCULLOOH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding . 


Fayetteville, Ark., September 1, 1SG1. 
Col. John Drew, Cherolcee Nation : 

Sir: Yours of the 24th August is now before me. I am, as will be 
my country, pleased with the course your chiefs and people have pur- 
sued. Our interests are the same. Then let us make it a common cause 
by uniting our forces against a common enemy. 

As soon as a treaty can be entered into between your chiefs and G en- 
eral Pike your regiment will be received and mustered into service. 

In accordance with the wishes of your principal chief, John Ross, I 
have not employed any of your people within your limits, but have re- 
quired all those who wish to join me to do so outside of the Ration. I 
authorized Ool. Stand Watie to raise a force to assist me in protecting 
your northern border from invasion by meeting the enemy north of your 
line. This he has done, and with his assistance I shall see that your 
frontier is well protected until the proper treaty is ratified and your 
regiment can take the held. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McOBLLOOH;, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Special Orders,) Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, 

No. 141. ) Richmond , September 2, 1801. 

* # * * * 

8. The department under the command of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 
Provisional Army, is extended to embrace the State of Arkansas and 
all military operations in the State of Missouri. 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General . 


Fayetteville, Ark., September 2, 1SG1. 
Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War : 

Sir : I arrived here two days since, at which time the State troops 
were to be mustered into the Confederate service. They have all gone 
home exceed some 18 or 20. In a few weeks many of them can be 
re-enlisted. They do not like the idea of being sent to Pocahontas and 
leaving their own homes unprotected. The arms turned over by them 
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to General Hardee are at this place, near 3,000 in number. They ought 
by all means to be left out here, and placed at the disposal of the officers 
in charge of this country and the Indian Territory. There is not a 
single company in my command armed with the mini© musket or rifle. 
There are among these arms 1,000 of these muskets, and other arms far 
superior to those in the hands of my men. The artillery ought to be 
placed in good condition, and also allowed to remain in this section, as 
we may have to meet the enemy on the prairies or plains this fall. My 
reason for urging the Department to let these arms remain in this sec- 
tion is the fact of its being impossible to get others here this fall, owing 
to the condition of the Arkansas River at this season of the year, 
whilst they can be conveyed at any time to Pocahontas. All the arms 
and army stores in this region ought to he under the control of the 
officer in command of this quarter j and at the same time it would be 
well to attach to his command that portion of Arkansas which includes 
the road from Springfield to Port Smith, which is known as the Tele- 
graph road. This country is too far from Pocahontas to he under the 
charge of the officer in command at that point, and is one of the routes 
the enemy will attempt to force should they ever attempt an invasion 
of this State. 

I shall immediately have raised two companies of artillery for service 
during the war in addition to the one from Texas, as we will greatly 
need them on the prairies this fall. I hope this course will meet your 
approbation. 

1 would also ask you to keep in service such men as I have been com- 
pelled to employ and muster into the service for twelve months. 

You will see by the documents inclosed that the Clierokees have at 
last joined the South, and offered our Government a regiment. This, 
no doubt, was brought about by the battle of Oak Hills. I have, pre- 
vious to this time, employed some of the Clierokees, under Ool. Stand 
Watie, to assist me in i>rotecting the northern borders of the Clierokees 
from the inroads of the jayliawkers of Kansas. This they have effect- 
ually done, and at this time are on the Cherokee neutral lands in Kan- 
sas. Col. Stand Watie belongs to the true Southern party, composed 
.mostly of mixed bloods, and opposed to John Ross, and by whose course 
and influence Ross was induced to join the South. I hope our Govern- 
ment will continue this gallant man and true friend of our country in 
service, and attach him and his men (some 300) to my command. It 
might be well to give him a battalion separate from the Cherokee regi- 
ment under Colonel Drew. Colonel Drew’s regiment will be mostly 
composed of full-bloods, whilst those with Ool. Stand Watie will be half- 
breeds, who are educated men, and good soldiers anywhere, in or out of 
the Nation. Having been left without instructions in many particulars, 
I have pursued the course I thought most beneficial to my country. 

Hoping these acts will meet with your approval, I have the honor to 
be, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoOULLOCH, 
Brigadier-General , Commanding. 

P, g. — Colonel Hindman informs me there are not more than 1,500 
guns at this point turned over to him. Some of the men hold their 
anus until the State pays them for their services. 
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Headquarters First Military District, M o> S. G., 

Camp Hunter, September 2, 1861. 

To all whom it may concern : 

Whereas Maj. Gen. John 0. Fremont, commanding the minions of 
Abraham Lincoln in the State of Missouri, has seen fit to declare mar- 
tial law throughout the whole State, and has threatened to shoot any 
citizen soldier found in arms within certain limits ; also to confiscate 
the property and free the negroes belonging to the members of the Mis- 
souri State Guard : 

Therefore know ye that I, M. Jeff. Thompson, brigadier-general of the 
First Military District of Missouri, having not only the military authority 
of brigadier-general, but certain police powers, granted by Acting Gov. 
Thomas 0. Reynolds, and confirmed afterwards by Governor Jackson, 
do most solemnly promise that for every member of the Missouri State 
Guard, or soldier of our allies, the armies of the Confederate States, 
who shall be put to death in pursuance of this said order of General 
Fremont, I will u hang , draw , and quarter” a minion of said Abraham 
Lincoln. 

While I am anxious that this unfortunate war shall be conducted, if 
possible, upon the most liberal principles of civilized warfare, and every 
order that I have issued has been with that object, yet, if this rule is to 
be abandoned (it must first be done by our enemies), I intend to exceed 
General Fremont in his excesses, and will make all tories that come 
within my reach rue the day that a different policy was adopted by their 
leader. 

Already mills, barns, warehouses, and other private property has 
been wastefully destroyed by the enemy in this district, while we have 
taken nothing except articles strictly contraband or absolutely neces- 
sary. Should these things be repeated, I will retaliate tenfold, so help 
me God ! 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Pitman 1 s Ferry , September 3, 1801. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 

Commanding Department Ho. 2, Memphis , Tenn. : 

General : I received yesterday your letter of the 30th ultimo.* I 
am much pleased that my views in falling back have finally met your 
approval. Before your letter was received I informed General Pillow 
that I could not advance; that I had neither provisions nor transporta- 
tion, but if both had been at command I cpuld not, against my better 
judgment, have entered into the arrangement proposed. I hope before 
this that General Pillow has returned to New Madrid. In all the views 
expressed by you concerning my movements and operations, you fail, I 
think, to consider the orders under which I am acting. The Secretary 
of War, in assigning me to command in Arkansas, directed me to pro- 
tect the district included in my command and the counties in Missouri 
contiguous thereto. I beg to call your attention to these instructions, 
for, with every disposition to co-operate with you, I must not lose sight 
of my instructions or my duty to Arkansas. 

I mentioned in a former communication that I did not believe the 
enemy would attempt to invade Arkansas from this direction, and gave 
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my reasons for tliat opinion. I also expressed my belief that the enemy 
•would make an attempt on Memphis, and suggested that you should 
get authority from the War Department to order me in that event to 
your assistance. I stated that I could, if that event, happened, fight 
more effectively for Arkansas east of the Mississippi than anywhere 
else, for if Memphis fell the mouth of the Arkansas would also fall into 
the possession of the enemy, and this would be the greatest calamity 
which could befall the State and the army within its borders. I did not 
wish 'to convey the impression that I desired, except under the contin- 
gency mentioned, to give up this base. If I should do so, I should be 
forced to seek another not so good in the western part of the State. 

I shall devote all my energies to putting this command in fighting 
order; it needs instruction, organization, and discipline. The State is 
making efforts to supply clothing, which is much needed. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Humboldt, Midnight , September 3, 1SG1. 

Captain Blake : 

We have been here three hours. The enemy are maneuvering with 
gunboats and 3,000 men near Columbus, on Missouri side. We have 
ordered Colonel McCown, who is at Union City, to put his whole force 
aboard the cars and hold himself in readiness to move at a minute’s no- 
tice. We start in a few moments for Union City. We are in telegraph 
office, communicating with Hickman, Columbus, and Union City. Pil- 
low’s command is fast arriving at Hickman. We have 2,500 men there 
now 7 . Send every available company, with provisions, to Union City, to 
take the place of the force that is leaving. Send a good officer to com- 
mand them. Also tell Captain Hunt to send up the rifled 32-pounder, 
with ammunition for it, to Union City. The enemy are reconnoitering 
with rockets. We will have a fight to-morrow unless they retreat. 

Thrasher’s company has left here. Had you not better court-martial 
him, unless you ordered him to leave? The commissary and quarter- 
master must be ready to send supplies to Union City, or to other points 
via Union City, without one moment’s delay. 

W. O. WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant , C. S. Army , A. J). O. 


Richmond, September 4, 1361. 
General Ben. McCulloch, Little Rode, Arlc. : 

I have telegraphed to Governor Rector to send you all the troops at 
his disposal and to let you have the arms taken off by the troops mus- 
tered out of service ; and you are authorized to increase your force to 
such extent and in such manner as you deem proper. Before your dis- 
patch was received we were advised that the Arkansas troops would 
remain with you. 

L. P. WALKER. 

i 

Little Rock, September 4, 1861. 

Hon. L. P. Walker: 

Your dispatch received dated to-day, saying Arkansas troops mus- 
tered out of service and taken with them their arms. Such, I regret, 
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seems to be tlio case. Prom intelligence received to-day from Fort Smith 
this has been induced by the advice of General N. B. Pearce, whose con- 
duct deserves the severest reprehension. I understand he is an appli- 
cant for promotion by Confederate appointment, against which I, protest 
solemnly, until his conduct can be investigated by the authorities here. 
All will be done here that is possible to take care of McCulloch. All 


things look portentous now. 


H. M. EECTOB. 


Executive Office, 

Little Rook, Ark., September 4, 1801. 

Hon. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 

Sir : In view of the extensive preparations on loot by the Lincoln 
Government, I conceive it important that the 3,000 men called for from 
Arkansas by your requisition of June 24 should be raised and prepared 
for service with as little delay as possible. Considering that one-third 
of our men are already under arms, and that recruiting officers are 
being sent through the State from the respective divisions of the Army, 
together with the objections generally urged against enlisting for the 
war, I am confident that several months will elapse before the number 
called for will be obtained under the present plan. 

I am in receipt of letters daily from parties who signify a willingness 
to accept the service, but there are difficulties in the way. First, it is 
impossible to get up a full company in any one county or locality, the 
men being only procurable in squads of five, ten, or twenty. . After 
being thus obtained they require subsistence, with authority given to 
mustering officers to swear them in and control them until the -whole 
can be got together. Again, after the company is organized, perhaps 
remote from the camp of instruction, transportation is necessary to 
convey them to the proper point. 

All these obstacles are retarding progress in furnishing the men you 
desire, and I am anxious to have them obtained, if possible, that 
Arkansas may respond promptly to the call made upon her. We have 
the men, if they can be aggregated. . 

I beg leave to renew earnestly, therefore, the suggestions contained 
in the communication directed to be addressed to you from Edmund 
Burgevin, adjutant-general of this State, and regard the matter of so 
much importance to the public service as to render it proper that 
General Burgevin should proceed to Eichmond and ask your attention 
to the subject at once, hoping that you will either consent to send 
recruiting officers with proper instructions, or that gentlemen be named 
in the State authorized to get up the regiments on their own account, 
with the promise of a command in the organization when complete. If 
the latter plan is adopted, and I am inclined to think it the best, Iknow 
of no man in Arkansas whose qualifications would commend him so 
highly as colonel of one of the regiments as the gentleman who presents 

this communication. . , 

The general, until recently, has been actively engaged m State service 
as adjutant-general, and I hazard nothing in saying’ lie has peculiar 
adaptation and qualifications for the position to which I recommend 
him. Besides this, in connection with my own efforts, he rendered 
valuable services to the Southern cause while Arkansas was wavering 
in the balance between the old and new Governments. Without the 
general’s labors and perils, coupled with my own, the forts and arsenal 
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in Arkansas would now, in all probability, be garrisoned, like those of 
Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland, with Northern soldiery. . To liis ' 
efforts the Southern cause is much indebted for the stand Arkansas 
finally assumed beside her Southern sister States. Manfully facing the 
political storm that raged over the country, he imperiled his life, prop- 
erty, and reputation in the support of Southern independence. . I think 
such men deserve service at the hands of the Confederate Government, 
when their qualifications justify the bestowal of such confidence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

H. M. RECTOR, 
Governor of Arkansas. 


Little Rook, Ark., September 4, 1861. . 
I-Ion. L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Richmond , Va. : 

Sir: It was my intention to have left this evening for Richmond, but 
the distressing intelligence of the entire disbandment of our troops on 
the W estern frontier by General Pearce, and the dangerous predica- 
ment in which General McCulloch is placed by that most' unprecedented 
act, have induced me to forego my intended visit. 

The condition of affairs has materially changed since the writing of 
the inclosed letter.* Then McCulloch was at the head of a victorious 
army, in which the State was well represented. The intelligence of 
last night has changed the whole aspect of things— the Arkansas 
troops disbanded, McCulloch in retreat from Springfield, and our 
wounded at that place left to the tender care of a merciless foe. Who 
knows what may next occur ¥ Arkansas may at any moment need her 
sons to defend her from the insults of the enemy. My services may at 
any moment be needed at home, and whether colonel, captain, or pri- 
vate, I belong to my country, body and soul. 

It is certainly with great regret that I am compelled, under present 
circumstances, to lose the opportunity of visiting the capital, and the 
honor of an interview with yourself. 

The subject-matter of the inclosed is left to your consideration, and 
in whatever manner it may be decided, it will, I assure you, be satis- 
factory to your most obedient servant, 

EDMUND BURGEYIN. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

- Pitmans Ferry , September 4, 1861. 

Major-General Polk, 

Commanding Department FFo. 2, Memphis , Term. : 

General : I have received your letters of the 29th and 30th ultimo.* 
I have already informed you of my arrival at this place. The health of 
my command required that I should remove it from Greenville and 
place it where it could recruit. Having determined to retire, I saw no 
object in halting short of my base, where I could get supplies for my 
sick. I am now laboring to organize, equip, drill, and discipline my 
force, which 1 have been unable to do heretofore. I can hardly be 
spared to go to New Madrid. . There is no onehere of sufficient experience 
to command in my absence ; but if you propose sending a force into 
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Missouri, it is all important tliat I should have a full understanding 
with you before that movement commences. As I am here instead of at 
Greenville, where you supposed your letters would reach me, I judge it 
not important that I should meet you at New Madrid. The Point Pleas- 
ant plank road can be examined by some one else as well or better than 
by myself. If agreeable to you, I would prefer to confer with you in 
Memphis, which place I can reach as expeditiously as New Madrid. If 
this arrangement suits you, inform me be express, and I will come over as 
soon as jiossible. 

I hope you will not send any troops to this place until I see you. They 
can be fed more cheaply on the Mississippi, and at present I am not 
prepared to move. My men are much in want of clothing. I am talc- 
ing all. proper measures to get it, but as I can only get it by making an 
appeal to tlie patriotic citizens of Arkansas, some time must necessarily 
elapse before it can be procured. I am sending one or two influential 
men to each county where companies have been raised to induce the 
people to aid me in this matter. I shall send this by express from 
Pocahontas, and hope to hear from you by the same route in a few 
days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

I inclose a copy of General McCulloch’s last communication A 


Eichmond, September 5, 1861. 
Col. J. Flournoy, Little Rock, Ark. : 

Inform General McCulloch that his telegram to the President is re- 
ceived, and that every effort will be made to increase his force, the only 
limit being the number of arms. 

S. COOPEE, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


War Department, 0. S. A., 

Richmond , September 5, 1861. 

His Excellency Henry M. Eector, 

Governor of Arkansas , Little Roclc, Ark. : 

Sir : The following is a copy of a telegram which I sent to you yes- 
terday, and which, in view of its importance, I here copy for fear it may 
not have reached you : 

General McCulloch telegraphed that the Arkansas troops in his command have been 
mustered out of service and have taken with them their arms and batteries. Unless 
this is remedied disaster may befall him. All the Arkansas troops not exactly in Har- 
dee’s command should bo sent to McCulloch without delay, and tlie arms and batteries 
should bo returned to him, with which to arm other troops willing to join him. 

In view, furthermore, of the great importance of this crisis, I would 
respectfully suggest to your excellency to induce, by every means in 
your power, the Arkansas troops of McCulloch’s division to return at 
once to service under McCulloch if possible, and also to incorporate all 
the organized companies, regiments, or battalions now in your State, 
but not yet mustered into service, into McCulloch’s division as soon as 
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possible. I would also further suggest to your excellency to call at once, 
by proclamation, for as many more troops, by regiments or companies, 
as will suffice to insure a total of ten or twelve Arkansas regiments at 
least under McCulloch’s command, and to muster the same as soon as 
possible into service, and to do all in your power to arm them speedily 
\ w ith the arms of the disbanded regiments, or with any other arms that 
may be procured. I would also request your excellency to communicate 
freely with the officers commanding on your frontiers, so that you may 
have timely knowledge of their wants, and they may know what to ex- 
pect from you. 

Pressing again the importance of this subject upon your excellency’s 
attention, and confidently relying upon your cordial co-operation for the 
common safety, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

L. P. WALKED, 

Secretary of War. 


Biciimond, September 5, 1861. 

General Leonidas Polk, Commanding , &c., Memphis, Tenn.: 

General : I send herewith, by direction of the President, a commu- 
nication for General McCulloch, which you are requested to forward to 
his address, retaining a copy of the same, with a copy of the laws inclosed 
for your own government, and furnishing a copy of both to Brigadier- 
General Hardee also for his government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J S. COOPEB, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Bichmond, September 5, 1S01. 

Brigadier-General McCulloch, _ 

Commanding, &c., Fort Smith, Arlc. : 

General : Herewith inclosed you will receive a copy of the laws 
relating to the receiving of troops from other States than those of the 
Confederacy and for military co-operation with the people of Missouri. 

Intelligence of the separation and withdrawal of troops at this critical 
juncture has caused painful anxiety, but it is hoped you will be able soon 
to repair any losses which you have thus sustained by mustering new 
troops into the service. 

Brigadier-General Pike, it is hoped, will be able with the Indian forces 
to give special aid to you, either by being present with you or by cover- 
ing the Indian country and the western frontiers of Missouri, as circum- 
stances may indicate. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPEB, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Camp Davis, 

Columbus, Ky., September 1, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. Army: 

Dear General : I beg leave to report that I am fast recovering my 
strength, and consider that I am now strong enough to do duty. I 
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have with me 1,400 infantry, and will this evening have 500 mounted 
rifles and seven G-poimder guns on the opposite bank. I would ask 
permission to take my infantry over there, to occupy the pass from 
Bird’s Point southward, holding myself subject to your order. ' 

I remain, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters Department No. 2, 

No. 19. j Columbus , If?/., September 7, 1861. 

In organizing the Confederate forces now at Columbus, Ky., into 
field brigades, the major-general orders and directs the following : 

The First Brigade will be composed of the regiments of Col. P. Smith, 
Col. W. E. Travis, Col. T. J. Freeman, Col. Charles Carroll, and the 
battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Blythe, and will be commanded by Brig. 
Gen. B. F. Cheatham. 

The Second Brigade will be composed of the regiments of Colonels 
Bowen, Marks, Scott, and Neely, and will be commanded by Col. John 
P. McCown. 

The Third Brigade, composed of the regiments of Cols. It. M. Bussell, 
Wright, and Pickett, will be commanded by Colonel Bussell. 

The Fourth Brigade will be composed of the regiments of Colonels 
Stephens and Douglass, and will be commanded by Colonel W. H. Ste- 
phens. 

The field batteries of Captains Hudson and Smith will compose a 
part of the First Brigade. Those officers will report accordingly. 

The field batteries of Captains Bankhead and Stewart will compose a 
part of the Second Brigade, and those officers will report accordingly. 

The field battery of Captain Jackson will compose a part of the Third 
Brigade. He will report accordingly. 

The field battery of Captain Polk will compose a p>art of the Fourth. 
Brigade, and he will report accordingly 

The battery of siege artillery of Captain Hamilton will be under the 
immediate orders of Brigadier-General Pillow, who will command the 
whole column. 

Major Miller’s battalion of cavalry, and the separate companies of 
cavalry commanded by Captains Hudson, Cole, and Klein, will be or- 
ganized into one battalion, and will, in addition to its major, elect a 
lieutenant-colonel. 

The six companies of Tennessee cavalry, commanded by Captains 
Logwood, White, Neely, Haywood, Hill, and Ballentine, and two com- 
panies of Alabama cavalry, commanded by Captains Bowie and Faulk- 
ner, will be organized into a battalion by the election of a major and 
lieutenant-colonel. The election for field officers of the Tennessee bat- 
talion having been suspended by appeal and the necessity of the public 
service demanding battalion organization, this organization becomes a 
necessity. 

By command of Major-General Polk : 

E. D. BLAKE, 

Captain , C. 8. Army , Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

Headquarters, 

Camp Jackson , Ark., September 10, 1SG1. 
Citizens of Arkansas, Texas , and Louisiana : 1 
Every exertion is now being made on the part of our enemies of the 
North to retrieve their late disastrous defeats on the plains of Manassas 
and the late battle-field of Oak Hills. It now becomes necessary, in 
order to maintain the glorious achievements of our arms, that a large 
force should be thrown into the field on this frontier ; and having re- 
ceived instructions from the War Department at Bichmond to increase 
the force under my command, I will receive and muster into the service 
of the Confederate States five regiments of infantry from each of the 
above-named States, by companies, battalions, or regiments, for three 
years or during the war. Those from Arkansas will rendezvous at 
Fort Smith and Camp Jackson. I have in my possession arms suffi- 
cient to equip two regiments of Arkansas troops. The remaining three 
are required to equip themselves with the best they can procure. The 
forces from Texas will rendezvous at Sherman. Those from Louisiana 
will rendezvous at Little Bock. Both of the above named are expected 
to equip themselves with the best arms they can procure. An officer 
will be detailed to muster into the service the forces from each State at 
their respective places of rendezvous. The commanding officers of com- 
panies, battalions, and regiments, as soon as they have been mustered 
into service, will procure the necessary transportation for their several 
commands, and march them at once to Camp Jackson, unless otherwise 
ordered. Each man will be provided with two suits of winter clothes 
and. two blankets, together with tents, if they can be procured. It is 
desirable that the forces of the several States should be in the field 
at as early a day as possible. I call upon you, therefore, to rally to the 
defense of your sister State, Missouri. Her cause is your cause, and 
the cause of justice and independence. Then rally, my countrymen, and 
assist your friends in Missouri to drive back the Republican myrmi- 
dons that still pollute her soil and threaten to invade your own country, 
confiscate your property, liberate your slaves, and put to the sword 
every true Southern man who dares to take up arms in defense of his 
rights. 

The principles inaugurated in this war by the proclamation of Major- 
General Eremont should warn the South of the ultimate intentions of 
the North, and show them the necessity of rallying to the standard of 
their country (for the time specified above), prepared to fight in defense 
of their homes, their altars, and their firesides until our independence 
shall be recognized and its blessings secured to our posterity. 

BEN. McCULLOCH, 
Brigadier-General , Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Headquarters McCulloch’s Brig-ade, 

No. 43. j Camp Jackson , Arlc., September 12, 1861. 

Colonel Greer, commanding the South Kansas-Texas cavalry, will 
on to-morrow, the 13th instant, proceed with his command to the 
vicinity of Carthage. Twenty-one days’ rations will be forwarded him 
to-day (the 12th). 

On arriving near Carthage, Colonel Greer will select an encampment 
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for three mounted regiments. Sufficient and ample grounds should 
ho chosen, for the camp, so as to give full and adequate room for drilling 
purposes. These regiments will be included under one camp guard, 
daily detailed from the whole, and it is required that particular atten- 
tion he paid to guard duties and instructions to sentinels. Every means 
will he employed to keep the horses of each regiment well shod. Proper 
and active vigilance ivill ever he maintained, and the necessary means 
adopted to prevent an enemy surprising his camp or destroying prop- 
erty of neighboring citizens. Should deserted farms he found in the 
vicinity of his encampment, he will take charge of them for the use of 
his command. All the protection possible will he rendered and given to 
our secession friends. 

Should Colonel Greer hear of any hands of jayhawkers in his vicinity, 
he will pursue and chastise them severely, taking precaution not to 
endanger his command by continuing pursuit beyond proper discre- 
tion. Scouting parties will he kept thrown out in the direction of Kan- 
sas and Fort Scott. Colonel Churchill will he ordered to report in a few 
days. Colonel Embry’s regiment will he ordered to stop at Neosho, 
to whom you will [give] necessary orders regarding camping, &c. 

By order of General McCulloch: 

W. E. BEADFUTE, 

Captain, C. 8. Army , and Act. Adjt. Gen. of Brigade. 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp Wallace , near Lexington , September ■ 13, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Thomas A. Harris, 

Commanding Second Military District : 

General : I am instructed by Major-General Price to direct you to 
move your command forward as rapidly as possible, night and day, until 
you reach these headquarters. To do this the more expeditiously, he 
instructs you to leave your heavy baggage under a small hut sufficient 
escort, to be brought forward more slowly. 

You will communicate this order to all other commanding officers of 
the State Guard near you, so that they may obey it ; hut you will not 
permit this to delay the movement of your division in the least. 

I am, with the greatest respect, yours, very sincerely, 

THOMAS L. SNEAD, 

Acting Adjutant- General Army in the Field. 

P. S. — You will of course bring forward your artillery, if you have 
any, and all of your ammunition. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Belmont, Mo., September 15, 1861 — 3 p. in. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, C. S. A., Columbus , Ky.: 

Dear Sir: I herewith inclose a copy of Special Orders, No. 141, from 
the Secretary of War of the Confederate States, sent to the governor 
of Missouri, informing him that Major-General Leonidas Polk has 
charge of all military operations in the State of Missouri, # and I have 
been notified that it will he my duty to report hereafter directly to 


See September 2, p. 691.. 
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General Polk. I tlierefore inform yon that I will hereafter, in pur- 
suance of said notice, report to General Polk ; but at the same time 
allow me to hope our friendly relations and business connections will, 
continue on as good terms as heretofore. 

Tours, most respectfully, 

. M. JEEP. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Pitman’s Perry, September 17, 18G1. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 

Commanding Department Wo. 2, &c. : 

General : Your dispatches of the 14th instant came to hand within 
the last two hours.* 

The order from the War Department to which you refer, placing the 
military operations in Arkansas and Missouri under your control, lias 
not been received. I shall not, however, on that account raise any 
objection to your authority, but will comply cheerfully with your orders 
to move my command to the Mississippi Diver. 

I have already given Colonel Cleburne orders to move with his regi- 
ment as soon as practicable and repair the Point Pleasant plank road. 
I agree with you that this route, if practicable, which I shall soon ascer- 
tain, is the shortest and easiest by which I can place my command in 
supporting distance of your force. 

I am much embarrassed by the number of sick. The morning report 
shows 900 sick in a command of 4,529 present. This number does not 
include that part of my command at Pocahontas, numbering about 
1,100'iuen. I take for granted you do not intend that I shall take my 
entire force from this place, but that I shall leave a force sufficient to 
protect my hospital and supplies. 

As soon as the plank rgad is repaired, I shall transport my command 
to Point Pleasant with the least practicable delay. I will write again 
in time to have supplies sent to meet my command at that point. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HAEDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 

As your messenger was so long in coming to me, I shall send this by 
Pocahontas and Memphis, with the hope that it will reach you within 
three days. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Pitman’s Perry, September 18, 1801. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 

Commanding Department Wo. 2, Columbus , Ky. : 

General : I send herewith a copy of my communication to you last 
night, and sent by express from Pocahontas to Memphis. I shall send 
this bv courier direct to Columbus, Ky. 

I have nothing to add, except that I shall bring you about 4,000 men, 
including all arms. I have twelve pieces of artillery in tolerable condi- 
tion. The greater portion of my cavalry I shall feel compelled to leave 


Not found. 
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here, and one regiment of infantry, not yet organized, for the protection 
of the hospital supifiies and the inhabitants in this part of the State. 
Col. Wirt Adams, of Mississippi, wrote me that he had orders to join my 
command, and as I shall be deficient in cavalry, I wish you would tele- 
graph him to bring forward his regiment without delay and re-enforce 
me. One of my regiments of infantry has just been organized, the 
others are inrproving in their drill, and are able even now to get from, 
one position to another with tolerable facility. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

. JPitman’s Ferry , September 18, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. A. S. Joiinston, 

Commanding Department No. 2, dec. : 

General: I received information to-day through the papers that 
you had been assigned to the command of Department No. 2, which I 
may be permitted to say, without disrespect to your predecessor, gave 
me' great pleasure. I deem it proper to inform you at once, and without 
waiting for your order assuming command, that I received last night 
an order from Major-General Polk, directing me to move my command . 
to the Mississippi River. A copy of my reply is herewith inclosed.* The „ 
route indicated to me by Major-General Polk is by the way of the Point 
Pleasant plank road, which is the shortest route for me to take in order 
to join your command in Kentucky by many miles, but at present this 
route is impracticable for cannon. I shall start Colonel Cleburne with 
his regiment in the morning to put the road in thorough repair. In the 
mean time I shall get iny wagons repaired, my mules shod, and every- 
thing in readiness for a forward movement. After leaving a sufficient 
force here and at Pocahontas to guard our hospitals and supplies, I hope 
to be able to join you with 4,000 effective men. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

W. J. HARDEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Redan Fort, Camp Polk, Island Ho. 10, 

Thursday , September 18, 1861. 

Capt. E. D. Blake, 

A. A. A. G., DepH No. 2, C. S. Army , Mississippi Valley: 

Captain : It becomes my duty to report to you that the progress of 
our work has been so retarded lay circumstances over which I have no 
control, that in my judgment any further drawback may cause us to 
lose, should certain contingencies happen, one of the finest strategic 
positions for the defense of the Mississippi Yalley. _ The multiplicity of 
matters surrounding you at Columbus has caused this point, I am afraid, 
to become of much less consideration than it really deserves. 

I am now fully convinced that Island Ho. 10, with its connections 
properly fortified, would offer the greatest resistance to a combined 
water and land attack of the enemy, while at the same moment he 

* Seo Hardee to Polk, September 17, p. 702. 
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■would receive ail irreparable injury. A concentrated cross-fire from 
the three batteries I proposed would be irresistible by the boats of 
the enemy, and our intrenchments from the river to the lake could not 
be taken by a force five times superior in numbers. We cannot be out- 
flanked, owing to the proximity of the bayou and lake to the river, and 
it would be equally impossible to invest us. The general character of 
the ground is the most inviting to an attack and certain defeat of the 
enemy. 

To an ordinary observer the absence of any impressively strong feat- 
ures in the topography might create an unfavorable opinion as to its 
strength, but I am satisfied that a close study of the ground by a mili- 
tary man would develop elements of power that to another might seem’ 
objects of weakness. 

The work I am now constructing is the advanced position on the left 
bank of the river, 1£ miles above the head of Island No. 10. It was 
necessary to occupy this site during the season of low water and until 
the highest spring rise, to prevent the enemy landing and flanking the 
island, battery as well as the mainland battery. It is also our strong- 
est point of defense should the descent of the river be attempted by the 
enemy in the next eight or nine months and a heavy force be landed 
for a flank. movement. The distance from this point (the redan) to the 
bayou, which has 5 feet permanent water in it and increasing in depth, 
to the lake, 2 miles farther, is only 1,100 yards. The bayou, with com- 
paratively little labor, can be rendered impassable to an enemy. Upon 
the highest rise of the river next spring or summer nature will then 
accomplish for. us what we are artificially endeavoring to do, that of 
forming a barrier over which the enemy cannot pass; for the Mississippi 
and the. lake will then be united, and if a landing is attempted, it must 
be within short range of our other two batteries. 

u Eeelsfoot Lake,” as it is called, is some 4-0 miles long, lying nearly 
north arid south, and making a junction with the Mississippi at high 
water above us, and below us also by way of the Obion Branch, ren- 
ders our position just here, with comparatively little trouble, evidently 
a very formidable one. The lake is in many places very deep, and the 
dead cypress timber scattered about it makes it difficult to navigate. 
Even it. boats could be had and a crossing effected by an enemy, a small 
body of our troops could prevent a landing. It is 11 miles wide in 
iflaces, and filled with very fine fish and wild game. 

. TV e have now only four 32-pounders at this post ; we had six pieces 
in position, but you are aware that the two 24-pounder siege guns were 
taken, to Columbus. Ten heavy pieces could be placed in position at 
once in the redan if we had them. The redan covers the channel of the 
river 500 to 1,000 yards off. It is our left flank of the line of intrench- 
ments connecting the river Mississippi and Eeelsfoot Lake, and two or 
three of the barbette guns can be made to rake the entire front of our 
line to the bayou. Our parapet in the redan is much weakened by 
embrasures, made necessary by the 32-pounders being mounted upon 
naval carriages or trucks. I would recommend mounting these guns 
upon siege carriages similar to the 24-pounders. The weight of the 
guns is about the same. 

Our intrenchments are not completed at this point, and unless we 
have the assistance I have asked for, and which I supposed could be 
easily supplied from Memphis and Fort Pillow, I fear this all-important 
work will not be accomplished in time to be of use. 

In a very short time now it will be necessary to gather in the crops, 
and our farmers in the Bend must need their hands. We have not had 
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over 80 negroes at work, and no similar force and facilities at my com- 
mand could liave done more tlian they liave done; so you will readily 
perceive the impossibility of finishing the fortifications at an early date 
unless I could have for 10 or 15 days some 500 hands from Fort Pillow, 
where I learn some 2,000 are at work. I have no boat either, which is 
essential to a rapid construction of the batteries at Island -No. 10. The 
Mohawk, placed under my orders for topographical service, has been 
taken off some time ago for other duty by orders from your depart- 
ment. 

Since I have seen Columbus, I have not lessened my opinion, pre- 
viously given to the commanding general, of its strong natural facili- 
ties for defense; but further examinations have strengthened my belief 
of the great importance of Island No. 10 in connection with a line of 
defense including Npw Madrid and Union City, as a powerful base of 
operations against the enemy. 

I have been put to serious inconvenience by an order causing sud- 
denly my assistant, Mr. Rowley, and my clerk, Mr. Miller, who had 
charge of my commissary stores and papers, to be taken away from this 
post. The general commanding must have been misled by a misappre- 
hension of facts in some way. Mr. Miller was a civilian, appointed by 
me as clerk and to attend to my commissary matters, and he was in no 
way an army officer. I had attentively taught Mr. Rowley and Mr. 
Miilor to assist me in systematically conducting the important duties 
confided to me, and their sudden withdrawal, without an hour’s notice, 
has not only inconvenienced me, but been really detrimental to the 
service. Lieutenant Snowdon is sick, and cannot be exposed to the la- 
bors of an assistant probably for some time. He is to-day wholly dis- 
abled by fever. I feel sure that had the general known of the circum- 
stances I have related, he would not have ordered them away at so nec- 
essary a period in the progress of this work, unless on some impera- 
tive occasion. 

I will send you, captain, in a day or two, a sketch of this section of 
country, exhibiting the situation of our works, if I can possibly secure 
time from my other labors. In the mean time, if you can lay before the 
commanding general the necessity, in my opinion , of more speedy move- 
ment in the works here, I shall be better satisfied that we shall be alto- 
gether upon a much safer basis to meet the enemy under any circum- 
stances that may arise. If he will give me an order for 500 negroes 
from Fort Pillow and send me a small steamer and authority to get the 
guns from Memphis, I will soon be enabled to say we are prepared. 

I remain, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. GRAY, 

Captain, C. S. Army, and Topographical Engineer, 

Superintending Fortifications, Island No. 10.. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Pitman's Ferry , September 19, 1861. 
Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Commanding , &c., Columbus, Ky.: 

General : I have just received your dispatch of the 17th instant* 
Your previous dispatch of the 14th instant I have already answered. I 
have sent Colonel Cleburne with his regiment to repair the Point Pleas- 
ant plank road. This road, if practicable, is the shortest and easiest 

* Not found. 
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by which I can reach the Mississippi, and place myself in supporting dis- 
Unco of your force. X Have great fears, However, that tee is i a greats 
difficulty to overcome than the plank road, and that is the Cache bottom 
on the other side of the Big Black Eiver. This part of the road is repre- 
sented to me as impassable for cannon or wagons. 1 have sent a paity, 
who started the day after your first dispatch was received, to examine 
the entire route. I shall start Lieutenant Sliaaft to-morrow to examine 
more especially the Cache bottom. I am particularly anxious to join 
you, and shall do so with all possible haste. I don’t wish to be caught 
in a bad bottom during the equinox. I judge the route through Bloom- 
field to Point Pleasant the most practicable, but the farthest. 

I have no wish, even if I had time and boats, to transport my com- 
mand by water. I prefer it should go by land, and if no better route 
offers I can certainly go by Pocahontas and Gainesville. I hope you 
will not attempt any forward movement until my arrival. 

My wagons are very indifferent, but I have wagons and teams suffi- 
cient to take me in either direction. n 

I am busy getting everything in readiness to move, winch I shall 
coknnence as soon as the route is open. You may rest assured that I 
shall lose no time in joining you. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, t 

W. J. HARDEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Memphis, September 23, 1861. 

General A. S. Johnston : 

Sir: Some weeks since Col. Win. M. Cooke and myself were sent by 
Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, who commands the Missouri Army, to commu- 
nicate with the Confederate Government at Richmond, and particularly 
with the President, in relation to our movements, strength, and prospects 
in Missouri, and to solicit more aid in arms, ammunition, and forces for 
a full operation against the enemy, &c. We have been to Richmond, 
and communicated with the President and authorities. 

The President assured us that you had plenary powers, and that you 
would respond to any request to give us strength and efficiency. Per- 
mit me to say that your appointment is hailed with unusual approba- 
tion by our entire army. The President in a letter, and since by tele- 
graph, informs us that two batteries were ordered to Missouri under our 
charge, to be sent from this place. In addition to this, we obtained 
from the State of Virginia, upon the requisition of the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, 2 rifle 6-pounder guns, 1 box of flints, 500 flint-lock muskets 
in 25 boxes, 2 G-pounder carriages, and about half enough harness for 
the guns. 

Our army is in great extremity, and needs "these guns and arms very 
much indeed. Colonel Cooke goes to see you with a full understanding 
of our wants and with full power to explain our condition and wants 
to -you. You will please give him an early interview, and make such 
orders as may be necessary to enable us to reach our army in the short- 
est possible time w T ith the guns and arms above specified. You may be 
.assured that we are engaged heart and soul in the common cause, willing 
to shed our blood, and if necessary sacrifice our lives, to achieve our inde- 
pendence and to promote the interest of the Southern Confederacy, of 
which we hope in a few months at farthest to form a part. I am yet 
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laboring under the effects of a wound received at tlie battle of Oak 
Hills, and I thought it best to remain here until Colonel Cooke’s return. 

Colonel Cooke will also communicate to you the necessity of fin order 
for transportation of medical stores from this place, which are much 
needed fit our hospitals at Springfield for both Confederate and Mis- 
souri forces. 

"With my ardent wishes for your success in your new field of labor, 
and hoping to see you very soon in command in person in Missouri, 
1 am, your obedient servant, 

J JOHN B. OLABK, 

Brigadier-General, Missouri Army. 


Headquarters Upper District Arkansas, 

Bitmaps Ferry , September 24, 1861. 

General A. S. Johnston, Columbus , Ky. : 

General: The last detachment of my command will start to-morrow 
for Point Pleasant, on the Mississippi Biver, which place, I hope, my 
entire command will reach in nine days from that date. 

The road has been found in a desperately bad condition. Indeed 
Colonel Cleburne, who commands the advance, and who was sent for- 
ward with his regiment to repair the road, writes me that m wet 
weather the road will be found impassable. In addition to this regi- 
ment I have sent forward another party of 200 men under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Marmaduke. 

I hope these timely precautions will enable me to work the command 
through even in bad weather. 

When I last heard from Colonel Cleburne he had not reached the 
plank road; but a special courier who was sent over this road and re- 
turned yesterday says it will not be difficult to put it in traveling 

order. I regret our delay, but it has been unavoidable. 

I shall need rations on the 1st proximo; the quantity will depend on 


our destination. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant^ 


J. HABDEE, 
Brinadier- General. 


(Copy to General Polk.) 


Columbus, Ky., September 25, 1861. 
Hon. S. B. Mallory, Secretary of the Navy : 

Sir : I am to-day in receipt of your orders, through Captain Buchanan, 
directing Lieut. I. H. Carter, C. S. Navy, to report to Flag Officer Hol- 
lins for duty at New Orleans. I desire to say that I have respectfully 
to request, if the interests of the service will not be compromised by it, 
that Lieutenant Carter be permitted to remain on duty m this depart- 
ment. . _ 

The gunboats the enemy have now in the Mississippi Biver are giv- 
ing us most serious annoyance, and I find it indispensable, to check 
their movements and to protect our transports, to have an armed boat 
under my command. Without its aid our operations would be very 
seriously obstructed, if not to an extent paralyzed. As a necessity, 
therefore, I have purchased a strong river boat, which I have secured 
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at a low cost, and have sent it to Hew Orleans, under the care of Lieu- 
tenant. Garter, to be cut down and prepared for an armament. 

This work is now nearly completed, and as Lieutenant Garter, wlm 
has been some time past in service in this region, has a knowledge of 
our wants and how to meet them, I have respectfully to represent that 
I should be glad to have him continued under my command for the 
purpose of taking charge of this gunboat, and that he be relieved from 
the operation of the order above alluded to. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' L. POLK, 

Major- General, Commanding , 


Special Orders, ) Headquarters Mo. State Guard, 

Ho. 31. ) Lexington , Mo., September 27, 1801. 

1. Col. B. A. Hives, with 3,000 men, composed of details of compa- 
nies, as follows: First Division, 500; Second Division, 300; Fourth 
Division, 500; Fifth Division, 500; Seventh Division, 1,200, will be ill 
readiness to move early to-morrow morning. The detachment from 
each division, under command of the senior officer, will cross the river 
and report on the other side to Colonel Hives. 

2. The detachment from each division will be furnished by their divis- 
ion commissaries with five days’ rations. Ho tents will be taken, and 
only one wagon to three companies, which will carry the provisions and 
cooking utensils of the three companies. 

3. Colonel Hives will report in person to the major-general com- 
manding. 

By command of Maj. Gen. S. Price : 

HEHHY LITTLE, 

Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Columbus , Ky., September 29, 18G1. 

General McCulloch : 

General : From the papers General Johnston has reports of the de- 
feat of Colonel Hunter in Missouri and your call for re-enforcement from 
the people of the State. Upon this he has telegraphed the governor of 
Arkansas to push forward to you the troops (10,000) heretofore called 
for from that State as rapidly as they can be armed. He has not yet 
heard from the governor in answer to the call, and cannot advise you 
of the probable time at which you can count on this force or any part 
thereof. 

In the mean time, he authorizes you to muster into service as many 
armed regiments of Arkansas or Missouri troops and as many armed 
companies from either State as may offer for twelve months or the war, 
reserving to the President the granting of all commissions for the field 
officers of all troops raised in Missouri. You will give acting appoint- 
ments to field officers of the Missouri troops, to be effective until the 
pleasure of the President is made known ; and to avoid future trouble 
inform those gentlemen so appointed by you that the power of appoint- 
ment is the President’s alone. 

The Arkansas regiments are to be mustered into service by you on their 
arrival, and their time of service will be reckoned on the rolls from the 
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date certified to you by tlie governor of the State as that of their pre- 
sentation at the rendezvous in Arkansas. . 

Purchase such supplies as you may need and [can] procure m the dis- 
trict of your operations, and for all others pall on the quartermaster, 
commissary, and ordnance officer at Memphis. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ■ 

7 7 W. W. MACKALL, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

Columbus , Ky., September 29, 1801. 

General M. Jeff. Thompson, Missouri Troops: 

General : General Johnston wishes you to move your command to 
the vicinity of Farmington, on the route to feaint Louis. , , 

The object of this movement is to relieve the pressure ol the Federal 
forces upon General Price, and to tow attention from tire movements 
liere, anti if possible to embarrass tboir movements by cutting then 

^i'hu'potttkms you will occupy ami the route will be such as your 
judgment dictates. The general desires you to remain i in the hel l so 
long as you can do so iu safety to your command and further these 

^'i'lmve the honor to he, very respectfaUy.^uybedmu^seiwaiit, 

A Bsiatant Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

Camp Belmont, Bio., September 29, 1801. 

Col. W. G. Pheelan, Commanding Second Regiment: 

Sir • You will take from your command 120 men and proceed into 
the neighborhood of Harrison’s Mills, and burn, cut down, or destroy 
the bridge on the Cairo and Fulton Railroad at that point. You will 
also accept as many volunteers as may choose to go, and select such 
men as imiy he necelsary for spies and guides from the commands of 
Pol rm hi Brown and Captain Price. You will endeavor to imd out the 
StSeS may blat the bridge alluded to and also the bridge 

near Charleston; and if you can whip the to ^ttaclfhim 

son’s Bridge in an hour’s time, you wall not hesitate to attaeic nm . 

But if the force be too strong or too well posted to whip in one honi, 
von had bettei declbie a. fight, as the force at Bird’s Point will be too 
n™ to waste too muoli time. Should you fail at Harrison’s and yonr 

TmW the Cabo and Fulton Bailroad useless to oar enemies; and, it 
yr“fightto a accomplish our object, you must not hesitate a mo- 
rnmif if fhnm is the sliphtest possible hope of success. 

By order of M. Jeff. Thompson, brigadier-general^oommamling: 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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Executive Office, 

Little Boole, September 30, 1861. 
Hon. Secretary of War of the Confederate States : 

Sir : lii accordance with suggestions contained in a communication 
addressed to me by your predecessor, bearing date the 5th instant, I 
issued a proclamation calling for five regiments of men designed for 
General McCulloolvs command, and so informed the general, a copy of 
the letter addressed to him being inclosed to your Department. 

On the 10th instant a proclamation was also issued by General McCul- 
loch calling for 15,000 men from the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas — a printed copy herewith transmitted* — the 5,000 from Louisiana 
to be rendezvoused at the capital of this government, whether organ- 
ized or to be assembled hero as a mass of individuals I have not been 
apprised. The authorities of Arkansas were neither consulted as to the 
propriety of making this call nor advised in any manner that such was 
the purpose of the general. 

To all demands made upon me by the Confederate Government I 
have heretofore and shall continue to comply with as a constitutional 
duty, besides the personal gratification it affords of being able to min- 
ister something to the great cause in which we are all engaged. To the 
gallantry and patriotism of General McCulloch none can accord higher 
admiration than myself; nevertheless, I esteem it to be my duty, as the 
executive of this State, irrespective of considerations personal to myself, 
to express my disapproval of the attitude assigned the authorities of 
this government and that assumed, for Confederate officers in tlie proc- 
lamation alluded to. My idea of the rights relatively belonging to the 
States and to the Confederate Government is that those pertaining to 
the former were by no means abridged by the withdrawal from the old 
Confederacy and a union with the new Government, but that all there- 
tofore claimed upon the most liberal construction were conceded, both 
upon policy and principle. 

The history of the United States, I believe, furnishes no precedent 
for the raising of men by proclamation emanating from generals com- 
manding nor from the President. If such had been law or precedent, 
the intervention of State authority would doubtless have been dis- 
pensed with by Mr. Lincoln in his demand for troops from Arkansas. 
Such, fortunately, was not the practice or the law; and. with all defer- 
ence I submit that no example by authority ought to mar the text sheet 
of Confederate history. 

I am aware that, by an act of the Provisional Congress, approved 28th 
February last, the President is authorized to receive into the service of 
the Government such forces then in the service of the States as might 
be tendered, “or who may volunteer by consent of their State,” mean- 
ing its authorities; but I am unadvised if legislation has trenched so 
far upon State prerogative as to authorize the calling of troops by any 
but State authority, and shall, if such is the law, reluctantly yield my 
assent to so serious an innovation upon State rights. 

But, apart from policy and law, the practice is attended with dis- 
cordant effort, confusion, contrariety of opinion, unsatisfactory results, 
aud great waste and improvidence in expending the resources of the. 
country. For instance, if the men called for by General McCulloch 
are raised by him, those assembled by my proclamation, after great 
expense to the State and sacrifice to the citizen, will be useless, and 
have to be disbanded. Again, if General McCulloch may issue procla- 


*See p. 700. 
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iwition, so may one or a dozen other officers do likewise, destroying 
all harmony of action, and putting aside State authority entirely. 
Again, an economy of men henceforth will be as important as that or 
money. Illy-advised calls, appealing strenuously to the people of par- 
ticular sections, operate with severity upon particular localities, there 
are portions of this State which have sent but few men to the held; 
others, by applying constant stimulants, have already turned out an 
overdue proportion. Of these facts Confederate generals can know 
nothing, whilst the right and knowledge for discrimination rest exclu- 
sively with the authorities of the States, and cannot be so well lodged 

anywhere else. „ , 

On a former occasion, July — , General McCulloch issued a proclama- 
tion calling for the entire military force of the State, evidently with the 
most laudable purposes, which met with approval from the necessity ot 
the ease, not deeming it probable that an isolated act would ripen pi to 
settled practice. I thought it unnecessary to call attention to it at Rich- 
mond, unless supervenient facts determined that that call was assumet 
to have been made by. an exercise of rightful authority, which now 
seems to be apparent. There are other persons and officers of the Con- 
federate'. Government of lesser rank than General McCulloch who, claim- 
ing to act by direction of your Government, are issuing addresses aiuL 
proclamations, calling for troops from Arkansas, all winch perplex ant 
distract the minds and loyal purposes ot _ the people, and aie lngl y 
detrimental to the public service and offensive to the rights and dignity 
of this Government. In view of all which, I beg leave most sincerely 
and respectfully to request that henceforward all demands which it may 
he thought proper to make upon this State for troops tor Confederate 


service may Lie aunresseu 10 piunyi f m 

military officers placed upon our frontiers be advised of the propnetj in 
future of addressing themselves to such authorities m the procurement 
of troops needed for the Confederate Army. 

Very respectfully, H> M< RECTOR, 

Governor of Arkansas. 

H. j3, A copy of this communication is sent to General McCulloch. 


Headquarters First Military District, 

Gamp Belmont , Mo., September JO, 1801. 

Lieut. Gov. T. C. Reynolds, Columbus , Ky. : 

Dear Sir: As I am ordered to march upon a line where I will not 
he in constant and direct communication with yon, mid as luaitei 
master’s accounts will have to be settled regularly, >ou 1 
consider the horses and transportation delivered to D;u ^ m.v qua te 
master as under your especial charge, 

ing horses as your private property (as all the officio > aiidtl be wj 
lmvsps and ambulances will be reported m your settlement witn tne 
military authorities of the State, as other public property is when use 
on detached service. 

Yours, most respectfully, ^ JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding . 
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Camp Belmont, Mo., September 30, 18G1. 
Col. Aden Lowe, Bloomfield, Mo. : 

Dear Colonel : Since writing to you yesterday I have received or- 
ders to march immediately, and will leave this camp oir to-morrow, to 
take my baggage to Hew Madrid, and, leaving all the tents and heavy 
baggage there, I will take my active and efficient force, and immediately 
march northward. . I will endeavor, if 1 have transportation enough, to 
send you another lot of shoes, &c., immediately ; but, if I cannot raise 
the wagons, I will have them for you when you join. I wish you to se- 
lect from. your command all who are able to stand a thirty days’ cam- 
paign and who are armed, and hold them ready to march with me. 
You can leave your tents, or rent houses for those who remain, and, by 
furnishing an abundance of hay and straw, you can probably have 
blankets enough for those who march with you. I propose to be at 
Sikeston by Wednesday at noon. I wish you to be ready to march by 
that time, and move up to Spring Hill. By that time I will have deter- 
mined whether I will cross over and join you and march direct on Iron- 
ton, or whether w r e will (I on one side of the swamp and you on the 
other) move direct on Cape Girardeau. I will rely on you for 500 effi- 
cient men, and more, if you can have them. I propose a thirty days’ 
active campaign, and hope we will have effected enough in that time to 
retire on our laurels. Let me know at Sikeston, by special courier, the 
number and condition ot your force, the quantity of ammunition you 
need, Ac., so that I can send over to you all you need at Spring Hill. 
It we move separately, I will send you a battery of cannon. Write to 
me by every opportunity that is sale. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON. 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Abstract from return, September 30, 1861, of the troops, Division No. 1, commanded by 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas 1‘ollc. 


Troops. 

Present for duty. 

Total present. 

Aggregate present. 

Total present and ab- 
sent. 

Aggregate present 
and absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

1 

Officers. 

Men. 

Columbus, Ky 

Camp Beauregard 

545 

193 

90 

38 

132 

48 

48 

8, 788 
2, 008 
1,603 
858 
2,230 
910 
816 

53 

81G 

10 

155 

11, 742 

12, 441 
3,713 
1, 705 
945 
2, 362 
904 
804 

12, 930 
3,900 
1,079 
1,030 
2, 230 
010 
810 

13, 708 
4,127 
1,785 

1, 087 

2, 302 
904 
804 

IJiiiou City 

Tort Pillow 

Memphis 

Trenton ! 

Port Henry 

Grand total 





3, Guo 

1, 009 
945 

2, 230 
010 
810 

1, 100 

17, 839 

53 

810 

10 

155 

21,701 

23, 033 

23, 501 

24, 897 


Headquarters First Military District Mo s G 

New Madrid, Mo., OeMcr’ 3, ?8oTJA m. 
General A. S. Johnston, C. S. A., Columbus , Ky. ; 

Dear Sir : I will be delayed forty-eight hours on my march bv flu 
want of transportation from Columbus to this place, but hope that 3 
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have made good use of the time in perfecting my arrangements and 
arranging the establishment of a permanent jiost at this point, as a 
depot Cor my sick and recruits. My scouts report 4,000 of the enemy at 
Charleston. It seems that an engine was actually on the outer end of 
the railroad when my men destroyed the bridge, and the only delay the 
enemy now suffer is a march from Bird’s Point to the bridge. I do not 
believe there are 1,000 at Charleston, although they may be fortifying, 
as reported $ but, at any rate, it would be well to bag them ; and, as 
they arc evidently there to prevent me from marching out, and as I am 
already out and behind them, if you will send over a few regiments to 
cut off their retreat, I will undertake to drive them into your hands. I 
will, as soon as I hear the truth of the report, send you a courier, and 
will expect co-operation. 

Yours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


New Madrid, Mo., October 3, 1861— 7 a. m. 
Col. Aden Lowe, C. S. A., tyring Rill , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : Your courier reached me last night, but I have delayed 
him until this morning. For want of transportation from Columbus to 
this place 1 will be delayed fully forty-eight hours in all my marches. 
The baggage wagons that should have been here night before last have 
not yet arrived, but will come to-day. You will therefore remain at 
Spring Hill until further orders, as you may have to come to Sikeston 
to my assistance if the enemy is at Charleston, as reported by the scouts 
this morning. If the report is false, I expect to cross to Spring Hill to 
you, and we will all move together. I have an abundance of ammuni- 
tion for muskets and plenty of powder for you, and will send you a load 
to-day, and we will move together. It will not, however, reach you to- 
day, as the rains have made the swamps bad. I hope you have none 
with you but the able-bodied and well-armed, as we have an active cam- 
paign before us, and a few well-conditioned men can do more than an 
army of sick. I will select a post commandant for Bloomfield and New 
Madrid, where heavy baggage, the sick, recruits, and convalescents will 
make a small army. If you have transportation enough for your active 
force you can carry four tents along, although I hope you will not have 
to pitch them. You can exercise your judgment about your prisoners. 
The deserters can be released if they will go along — that is, if they are 
well enough. Hard stories are told about the actions of some of your 
men on the trip to J ackson. I hope they are not true. I will try to get 
over to Bloomfield, to see how things are arranged, before we finally 
leave. Make, if possible, your monthly report. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Camp, New Madrid, Mo., October 3, 1861. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, O. S. Army, Columbus, Ky.: 

Dear General : I send you to-day 8 more prisoners of war, whom 
my men captured at Jackson ten days ago. I understand the woods 
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opposite Columbus are filled with the enemy’s pickets, and that they 
are fortifying Charleston. I have written to General Johnston to send 
over, to drive them westward, when I will catch them, or, if he will hold 
the bag, I will drive. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


New Madrid, Mo., October 3, 18G1. 

Col. J. J. Smith, 

Second Regiment Dragoons, Camp near Sileeston , Mo. : 

Dear Sir : 1 place no faith in the report that as many of the enemy 
are at Charleston as I hear. There may be some there, and if so we 
must drive them in. You must keep an active lookout in that direction, 
and, if possible, find out the number and location of the forces. I will 
try to have a movement made from Columbus to cut him off, and we 
will attack him from our side. They have no idea that we are outside 
of them in force, and their movement there is the one I anticipated, and 
was intended to cut us off. We are out of the cage in time, and will 
probably put them in it. The delay in our baggage has occasioned me 
much trouble, and the troops of the First Regiment have this moment 
arrived, while their wagons (empty) are coming down by land. This 
will delay our march forty-eight hours, and we must be as patient as 
possible. You will, therefore, if you are in a comfortable place, remain 
there, resting as many horses as you safely can, and await orders. You 
will hear from me repeatedly during the -day. 

Yours, &o., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 

P. S.— -As soon as you hear the truth, send a courier, with all the 
facts, to General Johnston. 


Camp Brown, Mo., October 7, 1861—9 a. m. 
Col. James A. Walker, Commanding at Dew Madrid, Mo. : 

Sir : Nearly all the men you sent along have deserted, and those that 
are here are very much dissatisfied. It seems, from their reports, that 
you are furloughing all the men left with you to garrison the post of 
New Madrid, and it is said you have even furnished them with State 
transportation to go home in. This is very demoralizing, and must be 
peremptorily stopped j and if you have let any go home, ff is in express 
opposition to my orders left with you. I will state here again, plainly, 
that no man, soldier or officer, shall be furloughed again for more than 
twenty-four hours, for the reason that it demoralizes the command, by 
producing dissatisfaction both in camp and at borne. You must enforce 
the strictest military discipline around your post, as by this means 
only can you give satisfaction to any one. Catch all the deserters you 
can. 

Yours, &c., 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 
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Gamp Polk, Island 10, October 9, 1861. 
Ool. L. (1. Be Pussy, Chief Engineer , &e. ; 

COLONEL: We are doing well on- the end of the island to-day, the 
boat getting down in time to take onr men over and to co-operate 
with ns. ■ 

An opportunity offers for me to send up a line, and I would wish to 
call your attention to the matter of the negroes I have at work. Lieu- 
tenant Moses’ 500, which lie was to have here positively last week from 
Ills expedition into Dyer County, only numbered some 150, and we have 
now only 90, as the farmers in the Bend have been obliged to take theirs 
home for their crops. They have been at work some weeks. 

Those we have at present belong in Gibson and Dyer Counties, and 
if you can get such an order issued as the memorandum inclosed, we 
can do much. It will be a great loss to have them go off on Saturday. 

I wish you could dispatch us an order of the kind desired, if not in- 
compatible with the public good. 

Tory respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. B. GEAY. 

The commanding officer of Bedan Port, Camp Polk, if the exigen- 
cies of the service require it, is directed to retain the negroes for ten 
days longer, to complete the fortifications upon Island No. 10. If they 
can be spared without detriment to the public interest, they may be 
permitted to return to their homes. 


PlOHMOND, Va., October 10, 1861. 

The Hon. Secretary of War: 

Sir : I deem it necessary, in order to a projier understanding of the 
facts in relation to the disorganization of the Arkansas State troops re- 
cently under my command, to make the subjoined statements: 

The military board of the State of Arkansas issued an order on the 
22d of July to me to transfer the troops under my command to General 
Hardee or his agents, and in doing this I was required to take the vote ’ 
of each company on the question of willingness to transfer. If a major- 
ity of a company voted in favor of transferring them, the company was 
to retain its organization, and those voting against the transfer to > be 
discharged, and the company to be filled by recruits; in fact, leaving 
the transfer entirely at the will of the soldier. This order was received 
two days after the battle of Oak Hills. General Hardee had no agent 
there, and after consulting with General McCulloch it was thought best 
that I should fall back with my command to Camp Walker, in Arkansas, 
report the facts to the military board, and await further instructions. 

I sent a messenger post haste to the board, informing them that Gen- 
eral Hardee had sent no agent to receive the troops ; that General Mc- 
Culloch had declined doing so, not having any authority ; also urging 
on the board a different policy, as I feared the course they had taken 
would result in the disorganization of the forces. Two days after, 
Colonel Hindman overtook me on the march, and reported himself as 
General Hardee’s agent, and it was decided that we continue on to 
Arkansas, and there carry out the order of the board, hoping in the 
mean time that we would hear from the board, and that the troops 
might be retained. 

The board declined making any changes, and ordered me to carry 
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out my former instructions. This was the death-blow to my command. 
I got Colonel Hindman to address the troops several times, and did 
myself all I could by orders and appeals to induce the men to enter 
the Confederate service; but the course unfortunately adopted by the 
board placed affairs beyond my control. I should have ^mentioned 
before that all my troops were mustered into the State service, subject 
to be transferred to the Confederate service tor the balance ot their 
unexpired term of enlistment. The troops were all willing to be trans- 
ferred, and not a dissent would have been made had the transfer been 
made by order, without referring it to the men. They were already 
virtually in the Confederate service. They had been in the Army from 
two to five months, and had never received any pay or clothing, and 
when the board said they could honorably leave the service, and left 
it. to their choice, being naked and barefooted, the natural impulse to 
each individual was, “ I must go home.” They said to our appeals : 
“We are as good Southern men as any persons. We have fought the 
enemy and driven him away. We are needy and will go home, and 
when another call is made, we will have clothes and shoes, and will 
again do battle for the South”; and despite all persuasion and appeals, 
this unfortunate decision could not be overcome. 

On the 2d of September the board issued an order to me to retrain. 
This order was received by me about the 10th, some forty days after 
the first order was issued. The troops had all disbanded long before. 

These are the facts. I did all in my power to save the troops, but 
without success. 

Respectfully, 

hi. B. PEARCE. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus, Ky., October 10, 1801. 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War , Richmond , Va.: 

Sir : I feel constrained to urge upon you the necessity of at once fur- 
, nishing me an officer familiar with the subject of submarine batteries 
and capable of a practicable application of tiffs, species of defense to the 
Mississippi River. 

I have had some correspondence with Lieut. M. F. Maury in relation 
to this matter, and while it would be personally gratifying to me, I think 
the public good would be greatly promoted by his being ordered to re- 
port for duty to these headquarters. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus , Ky., October 10, 1861. 
Hon. S. R. Mallory, Secretary of the Navy : 

Under the pressing emergencies of the service on this river I ordered 
the alteration and arming ot a steamer that was built very staunch to 
serve as a gunboat. This boat, of which I have written you, is being 
altered and armed under the direction of Lieutenant Carter, who by 
your order has been allowed to remain with me and complete it. It 
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■will 1)0 out next week and ready for its guns, and it is so necessary ? .that 
X have resolved to devote certain guns I obtained for land batteries to 
her use. These she will take on at Memphis, and will be ready in a few 
days thereafter for service. Two of the enemy’s gunboats came down 
to this place two days ago and opened fire on the batteries I was put- 
ting into position, shelling and throwing round shot. Their fire was 
returned with vigor and with such success as to cripple them both. 
One of them, we are informed, sank about 10 miles above this, and the 
other was so much injured as to be obliged to be relieved ol her arma- 
ment. Had the boat Lieutenant Carter is now building been on hand, 
we should have been able to capture or destroy them both. 

The expense of the construction of Lieutenant Carter’s boat, I am 
informed, is moderate, and the work remarkably well done. 

It will be necessary to make provision for the payment of the expend- 
itures incurred in the construction, and I write to say that I shall be 
obliged by your indicating the mode in which these expenditures are to 
he provided for. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. ’ L. POLK* 

Major-General, Commanding. 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp on the south side of the Osage, October 10, 1801. 

Brig. Gen. Harris, Seventh Division: 

General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to di- 
rect that you move with your command at sunrise to-morrow morning 
in the direction of Olintonville. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5 HEHBY LITTLE, 

A djntant- General. 


Bichmond, October 11, 1861. 

General B. MoCullooh, 

Fort Smith , Arlc., via Memphis and Little Boclc : 

The quartermaster at Fort Smith telegraphs that he can haul on his 
return trains 200,000 pounds lead per month from the Granby mines. 
You are instructed to co-operate with him in this as far as consistent 

WitU y0m miUtary ° Pe “- J. P. BBKJAMIF, 

Acting Secretary of War. 


CarthagtE, Mo., October 12, 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President G. S. A.: 

Sir : The bearer of this note, Colonel Greer, of Texas, is probably 
better known to you than myself, but I know him well, and can say of 
him that he is a gentleman and a soldier worthy of the highest con- 
fidence : that he is familiar with every movement of the . Missouri 
troops since their entrance upon the battle-field, and will give you a 
faithful history of the condition of affairs in the State. On the 26th 
ultimo I dispatched a messenger to you (Colonel Snead), clothed with 
power to conclude a treaty, offensive and defensive, between the Con- 
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federate States aiiid Missouri, and trust ere this reaches you that the 
treaty has been made, and that you will teel at liberty to make an ap- 
pointment at once of a general to command all the forces operating m 
Missouri. In this connection you will pardon me for suggesting the 
name of General Sterling Price as the man lit for the place, and under 
whose lead the troops of Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas will rally as one 
man. But in this matter I defer to your better judgment, and will be 
most happy to rally my men under any man you may see Jit to appoint. 

In a tew days I have every reason to hope the legislature will be ip ses- 
sion, and as soon as this takes place an ordinance of secession will be 
XJassed by an almost unanimous vote, and will be overwhelmingly rati- 
fied by the people whenever they can vote upon it. 

• I have the Honor to be, &e, , A r,K S ON. 


Richmond, October 13, 1801. 

D. W. Davis, Secretary Military Board , Little lioclc , Ark . ; 

Will arm the regiments ordered out from Arkansas as rapidly as pos- 
sible. The arms now in arsenal are subject to the order of General 
McCulloch, aud he is authorized to put them in hands of such troops 
as he thinks best. Let the men be mustered into our service, and we 
will equip and supply them in camp, and furnish arms at the earliest 

possible moment j. P. BENJAMIN, 

Acting Secretary of War. 


Port Smith, October 14, 1801 (via Little Bock, 19th). 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War : 

I have this day shipped to Memphis 32,000 pounds of lead sent from 
the Granby mines, in Missouri. Will continue to forward lead, and I 
believe can furnish all that is wanted for the Confederate Army. 

G. W. CLARK. 


Camp J'aokson, Ark., October 14, 1861. 
Hon. Secretary of War: 

Sir : I am just iu receipt of a letter from Governor Jackson, in which 
he informs me that his force has fallen back from Lexington to the 
Osage River, and that they are in great want of musket caps. I have 
at this time only 75,000, but will share them with him as far as would 
he safe for this command. He writes from Carthage, 00 miles north of 
this, and is on his way south with his family. Colonel Greer, whom I 
send as bearer of dispatches, says the governor is exceedingly anxious 
to march back to the Missouri River, aud there go into winter quarters. 

This I think, under the circumstances, to say the least, would be 
imprudent. 

As to my own command, it is badly organized, armed, and equipped, 
and poorly provided with clothing and blankets for this latitude, besides 
being only half supplied with caps. Other kinds of ammunition we 
have iu abundance for a campaign, though it would he impossible with 
my present limited means ot transportation to take a sufficient supply 
of ammunition for the artillery. Taking all things into consideration, I 
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shall advise the Missouri forces to go into winter quarters on Spring 
River, the position now held by my mounted regiments. 1 hen they 
would be in a country well supplied with grain, and mills to grind it, and 
could take the field in the spring in good condition, well supplied with, 
everything that could be procured in the South during the winter. In 
the meantime the force under my command could be increased, so as to 
enable us to take the field with a respectable army when the winter 
breaks. At present the half of my command left me by sickness are so 
enfeebled as not to be able to stand the cold weather with the li^lit 

Cl Tlio'sooner the Missouri forces are reorganized and mustered into the 
Confederate service the better, as they are at present ndt bound by any 
tic, and will remain in the field no longer than they think fit, no matter 
what may result from their withdrawal. , . 

I will march with my whole force to the aid ot General Pi ice, and m 
the event of General FAinont pursuing, will endeavor to form a junc- 
tion with the former in time to give battle to the latter at such tune and 
place as may be thought most advisable. . 

1 In conclusion, I beg leave to suggest the propriety of destroying 
Kansas as far north as possible. We can never have quiet or safety 
among the Indians so long as Kansas remains inhabited by its present 
population, and although I have up to this time declined to march an 
Indian force into Missouri, yet I will do so went (rf the wioadi 

of a large Federal force, or it may be possible that they will be used 

against Kansas this fall. . , ... . T 

Hoping this course will meet the approbation of the Department, I 
have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully ^your obedm^eiwmit, 

Brigadier-General , Commanding. 


Little Rook, October 14, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin: . , ^ , ml 

I am raising five regiments of men for General McCulloch. They 
need camp equipage, including tents, which can be procured m Me 
phis. We have nothing to buy them with except Arkansas wai bonds, 
which are only worth seventy cents in that market. Is it not better 
that the Confederate Government supply that article, thus preventing 
so great a sacrifice of our paper? Again, it, is: impossible for _us to 'aim 
these troops, and I have no intelligence from McCulloch as to the ™- 
her of guns he can supply. The necessities of the service leqmie an 

immediate answer. H< M> REC TOR, 

Governor , and ex officio President Military Board. 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Gam/p near Greenfield , iffo., October 10, lool. 

General A. S. Johnston, Commanding Confederate Forces : 

General : General Harding, quai-termaster-general of the . State, 
leaves my camp to-day for Memphis, and I have the honoi to .comma-, 
nioate to you the military movement now taking place in this poition 
of the State. 
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About a week after the surrender of Lexington X learned tliat Gen- 
eral Fremont was concentrating at Georgetown, near tlie terminus of 
the North Branch of the Pacific Railroad, a large force, and knowing 
that the enemy had also some 4,000 men at Kansas Gity, I deemed it 
prudent not to risk being hemmed in, but for a time to abandon the 
Missouri River and fall back south. This I have done by slow and easy 
marches, and am now within a couple of days’ march of General McCul- 
loch’s advance position ; thus at any time enabled to form a junction 
with him should the movement of the enemy make it necessary. 

My force now consists of from 10,000 to 12,000 men, variously armed, 
and tolerably well supplied with ammunition. * I expect daily acces- 
sions to my foite from the southwestern part of the State, which is 
and always has been true to the cause of the South. 

General Fremont’s force at Georgetown and vicinity is variously 
estimated at from 15,000 to 24,000 men. His extensive preparations of 
land transportation evidently anticipated a move southward, and to-day 
I am informed that, having been joined by the troops from Kansas, 
General Fremont is moving south with a well-appointed army of some 
24,000. 

Should this report be confirmed, I will immediately form a junction 
with General McCulloch, when, aided by the nature of the country, so 
well adapted to defensive operations, I trust we will be able to drive 
the invader from our soil. I learn that most of the enemy’s force has 
been withdrawn from Saint Louis to strengthen General Fremont, which, 
if true, leaves that city almost defenseless, and may have an important 
bearing on your operations. It will afford me much pleasure to co-op- 
erate with you or receive suggestions in relation to future movements.* 
I am, general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

? STERLING PRICE, 

Major-General, Commanding Mo. 8. G. 


Gamp Polk, Island No. 10, 

October 10, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, 

Commanding General Department Wo. 2 : 

General: The Mohawk goes back to Columbus to-day. We are 
working hard towards completing the fortifications at this point or at 
least putting them in such condition that any body of troops, if ordered 
here, can by their labor in a few days thereafter finish the works for a 
strong defense. The lines are laid off complete for the three batteries. 
One fort (the redan) is ready for its full complement of guns, nine or ten. 
It has four 32-pounders mounted. 

The intrenchments connecting this fort are not complete to the bayou, 
but the troops, whenever it becomes necessary to occupy them, can fin- 
ish them. Much timber had to be cleared off the ground on the island 
and immediately opposite. We have but 60 negroes now at work, the 
others having gone home. Those now here leave us on Saturday. We 
shall then be without laborers to put the works in the condition I have 
stated— that the troops could finish in a few days whenever ordered 
here. 

I have learned from Mr. Griswold, who has been down on duty con- 
nected with our work, that they have actually more hands at Fort Pil- 


See Johnston to Price, October 31, 2>ost. 
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low than needed. He learns this from an officer stationed at Fort P plow. 
They have about 2,300 now there and more coming in daily. It you 
could give me an order on the commanding officer at Fort Iillow tor 
500 hands to work at Island Ho. 10 for ten days, we can he ready for any 
number of troops and armament when it may he deemed expedient to 

occupy the torts. „ , 

I will now refer to another matter, general. The little hoat, called 
the Gordon Grant, which Colonel He Pussy said should ho sent to us 
at Island Ho. 10, and which the quartermaster at Memphis stated was 
to he sent to us as soon as ready, is now at Fort Pillow. We have a 
boat sent us for our service at the island which is, I understand, costing 
8150 per day ; she is unnecessarily large and expensive. 

The Grant, if placed under my charge, will not cost, under any cir- 
cumstances, including fuel, over $16 per day. This boat will answer 
all our purposes in completing the fortifications here, and also enable 
me to finish the topographical reconnaissance of the Mississippi Fiver 
from Memphis to the Tennessee line, and also to Columbus, showing a 
correct view of the river, with the situation of the defenses and their 
approaches. 

I send you, general, a rough outline of the river from actual survey 
made by me. ft simply will show what I suppose would he so essen- 
tial to your department, that of having the correct situation of the im- 
portant points. This map can now he very shortly completed, and in a 
few weeks (say two weeks) I wish to he able to report the completion 
of the forts of Island Ho. 10, and have a complete survey and map at 
your headquarters of all our work v I beg you will let me have Colonel 
Tilghman’s map of Kentucky, to incorporate upon our general map, for 
a few days. General Cheatham, I learn, has also a copy. 

How, general, if you can give me the order for some hands and the 
order for the Gordon Grant, I can promise you much that will be done ; 
that great expense will he saved the Government, and that I. can finish 
up the works at this point greatly to my own satisfaction as well as to 
the public benefit. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, general, your obedient 


servant, 


A. B. GUAY. 


Headquarters Division, 
Pineville , Mo., October 22, 1SG1— 12 noon. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard, Neosho, Mo. : 

General : A portion of my command will be on the Springfield road 
to-morrow, and I shall puslr a portion of my cavalry well in the advance, 
if possible, to ascertain any movements of the enemy from that direction. 
I have instructed Col. Stand Watie, with one regiment of Clierokees, 
to move into the neutral land and Kansas, and destroy everything that 
might he of service to the enemy. I would suggest the propriety of 
your ordering a portion of your cavalry to destroy all the forage on 
Spring Fiver below Carthage. 

I am, general, with respect, your obedient servant, 

’ 7 BEH. MCCULLOCH, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 

p. s.— -If the enemy should uot advance beyond Springfield, we might 
with our cavalry lay waste Kansas. 

46 r R — vol m 
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Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp at Neosho, October 23, 1801. 

Brig’. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Commanding Confederate Forces : 

General: I had reliable information yesterday from scouts and 
travelers that General Fremont has not yet crossed the Osage. Gen- 
eral Sigel has crossed it, and has been at Warsaw. I here has been a 
nartv of several hundred Home Guards at Osceola and Bolivar, and 
thev have as usual been engaged in a wholesale destruction of property. 

I place confidence in this information. lean see no reason to resist 
its truthfulness. I can further say that I am fully convinced that 
General Fremont does not intend to advance upon me here. W hen l 
receive my artillery from the South (which cannot fail to reach me, 
under the charge and escort of General John B. Chirk, within ten days, 
or two weeks at furthest), it is my deliberate conviction, from a careful 
survey of the whole ground, that duty, as well as the best 
calculation, requires me to return at once, and rapidly, to the Missoni l 

^Allow me, general, to state some of these reasons. I- think that 
Kansas’ power to depredate upon us and assist the enemy should be 
broken, but I would' not now, in this section, destroy 'that which is 
absolutely necessary for the subsistence— I may almost say the exist- 
ence — of tile surrounding inhabitants. Let the policy be to commence 
these offensive demon strations oil the Missouri Liver, h irst, we should 
destroy the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Bailroad, thus crippling if not 
almost depriving the enemy of the ways and means of re-enforcing then 
allies, in that section too weak at that time to make a substantial resist- 
ance to us. Kansas’ power to injure us is located near the Missouri 
Biver. It is there that abolitionism reigns; it is there her wealth 
is held: it is there her fighting meli are raised; m short, it is the center 
from which all her depredations upon Southern rights and Southern 
property radiate. Should we commence there, after first destroying 
the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Bailroad, they cannot re-enforce from 
the great points of their strength — I mean the States of Ohio, Indiana,' 
and Illinois— for all these forces must come that way, if they are de- 
signed at all to check or prevent the operations we will have m view ; 
whereas if we commence on the southern border of Kansas these vast 
re-enforcements will be collected, with all the necessary machinery 
•of war, on the Missouri Biver by the time we reach there, giving us 
much to fear, if they did not seriously jeopardize the full success of the 
whole movement. .Pursuing the course suggested I think will certainly 
guarantee us the prize. Let us then move, as indicated, upon the 
Missouri Biver, where I shall have abundant supplies of every kind 
and any number of men and the hearty sympathy and co-operation of 
the people. Your march in that direction with your force would inspire 
confidence and arouse enthusiasm. What, then, can prevent your 
going to a section where the people would hail your coming with the 
greatest ioy, and where your name and fame and that of your gallant 
men would bring to our' standard an army of full 50,000 men, in fact 
all the many thousands needed for the most energetic and offensive 
operations, and I believe the thorough establishment ot Southern 
independence in the Mississippi Valley, if it were not more comprehen- 
sive in its results even than that. Let us, then, by all means move 
to .the Missouri Biver. _ . , , 

I am, general, very respectfully, your g ^^j^ r p^ E 

Major-General, Commanding Mo. S. G. 
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General Orders, \ Hdqrs. First Div., Western Dep’t, 

-$ 0t 13 , J Columbus , Ky., October 24, 1801. . 

The following' will hereafter, and until further orders, he the organi- 
zation of this command : r Ar . prnl 

The First Division will he under the command ot L i igadier - G enerai 

Pillow, and will be composed as follows : K Wnllmr 

The First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. J. K- Walker, 
fill be composed of the regiments ot Cols. J. K. W alkei, C. M. Canoll, 
an John V. Wright. Capt. M. T. Polk’s battery of artillery will com- 
pose a part of the First Brigade, First Division ■ 

The Second Brigade, First Division commanded b> Col. R. M. Bus- 
sell, will be composed of the regiments of Cols. It. M. Russell, , E. Pick 
ett and T. J. Freeman. Oapt. W. H. Jackson’s battery of artilleiy will 
compose a part of the Second Brigade, First Division. 

Die Second Division will be commanded by Brig. Gen. B. F. Cheat 

ham, and will be composed as follows : n1 p t 

The First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. lieston 
Smitli wili.be composed of the regiment of Col. Preston Smith and the 
battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Blythe. Captain Hudsons battery of 
artillery will compose a part of the First Brigade, Second Divisioi . 

The Second Brigade, Second Division, cmmmanded hy Co 
Rtrvnhtvns will he composed of the regiments of Cols. Tv. H. . Stephens 
and h. I,! Douglass. Capt. M. Smith’s battery of artillery will compose 

a part of the Second Brigade, Second Division. MVOown 

The Third Division will be commanded by Brig. Gen. J. P. McCo , 

and will he composed as follows : _ „ APirks 

Tli a First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. b. 1 . liar s, 



The Second Brigade, Third Division commanded bj CoL B. P. B ody 
will be composed of the regiments ot Cols. B. 1 f tJl0 

Oapt. R. A.' Stewart’s battery of artillery will compose a pait 

8 "^SlvS"anded Ool. John S. Bowen, will he com- 

P °Tlio Pirat°Brigade, Fourth Division, ^ jj^tiii ami 

Martin, will be composed of the regiments artiUerv will 

John & Bowen. Oapt. Daniel Beltehoover’s battery of aitilleij 

compose a part of the First Brigade, Fourth Division. 

Tlie Second Brigade, 

Oaptl W O. Williams’ battery will compose 

to a " 

^ Lieutenaait-Oolouel Miller’s battalion of Mi ssissippi cavalry is attached 

Bowie’s companies 
oompa - 

“e^ettr SMrlSy Travis,' Tappan, and Bradley 
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are temporarily attached to the First Division, as the Third Brigade, 
and will be commanded by Col. W. E. Travis. 

By command of Major-General Polk : 

E. D. BLAKE, 

Gap., C. S. Army, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

October 24, 1801. 

General Johnston, Bonding Green , Ky. : 

General : I have sent to MeCulloeh two Parrott guns and two smooth- 
bore iron guns. They were asked tor and forwarded through Broad- 
well, the Missouri agent. I have also sent two Parrott guns to Zollicoffer, 
to be added to a battery of one brass and three iron 0-pounders which were 
in the Cumberland Gap in charge of ChurchilPs regiment. The order to 
send them was accompanied with an order to send caissons also and 
harness for the whole battery, and to send the whole by thejrands of a 
special agent. I think it right to say, as some of these guns have been 
sent also to General Buckner, that we had one of them to burst yester- 
day while firing, wounding slightly 1 or 2 men and so fracturing the arm 
of another as to make it necessary to have it amputated. I believe they 
were exploded by the free use of rifle powder instead of cannon. The 
charges put up were in powder of that description. The tests were made 
in Memphis and the guns seemed to stand well. I send you letters from 
Thompson ; he seems to have had some successes, but lie is reported, 
since these letters left him, to have had a reverse, in which lie lost 800 
men as prisoners* and several pieces of cannon. This last intelligence 
was given us by the flag of truce sent me yesterday in answer to one 
from me some days before, proposing an exchange of prisoners. The 
flag was borne by Buford (K B.), whom you recollect as my classmate 
at West Point from Kentucky. He is colonel of the Twenty-seventh 
Illinois Regiment. He was very cordial, and talked freely of the war in. 
general. They released all they had left, having released others before 
receiving my proposal, and I returned him those in my camp. I do not 
credit the story in regard to Thompson, as I have been informed since 
Bearing it he was advised of the approach of the force which was said 
to have defeated him. 

I am afraid you will have to change your place of rendezvous estab- 
lished at Benton. It proves too wet, and I have directed Col. 0. II. 
Williams to make an examination of the country on the railroad farther 
south, say in the neighborhood of Jackson, for a better place. _ You 
shall know of his report. We are occasionally getting an accession of 
powder to our stores. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, ' 

Major-General , Commanding. 


Columbus, Ky., October 25, 1861. • 
General A. S. Johnston, Bowling Green, Ky.: 

General: You will see by the inclosed the state of things with 
Thompson.* My reply to him is, I have no regiments to send to him 
for the purpose he proposes. I have my hands full with what is imme- 
diately before me and around me. My advice to him, sent forward to- 


See report' No. 16, operations October 12-25, about Ironton, &c., p. 225. 
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day, is to fall back oil Pitman’s Perry, if be tbinlcs that the better line 
for the security of bis command and of tbe interests of the campaign, 
and unite with tbe forces left there by General Hardee. If he cannot 
accomplish that from the point at which he is (Bloomfield), then he must 
pass out to the plank road, and if he is pursued and cannot make suc- 
cessful resistance, to cross the river and join his forces to those at Island 
No. 10 until we can get aid from below. That is the best disposition he 
can make of his force, should he be pursued by the enemy, as he may 
be. So long as we hold this point the enemy is powerless to do mis- 
chief by attempting to cross troops below this point without boats. I 
am hurrying the regiments from Arkansas now in and near Memphis -to 
get them ready for the field, but the reparation of arms goes on slowly. 

1 will keep you advised of the progress of events. ■ 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


ITdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus , Ky., October 25, 1861. 

Col. Solon Borland: 

Sir: A dispatch from General Thompson of 23cl informs me that the 
enemy in force, as he is informed, to the number of 5,000, were follow- 
ina him in his retreat to Pitman’s Ferry from Greenville. 1 lnferret 
from his letter that he did not intend falling back on Pitmans Ferry, 
but would pass across the swamp to Bloomfield, and then to the river 
by way of the plank road. He will no doubt have informed you ot his 

and tlie enemy’s movements. . , , n „ 

My object in this note is to say that I tlimk you should remove the 
stores you have at your command down the river and beyond the reach 
of the enemy, as far as you have the means of doing so. lhe powder 
and other ammunition especially you will take care to have removed. 
My advice is that you send all not necessary lor your wants and mat, 
of any command likely to operate with yon there round by water to 
Memphis. The same with the other stores. _ . . , , - _ 

You have no doubt considered all the contingencies that might hap- 
pen and have discussed them with General Hardee, and are prepared 
to make such dispositions as he may have advised and as you sha 
think expedient, hut I have thought it best to send to you a courier 
stating such tacts as I have mentioned above of the enemy and to 
advise as to the safety of the stores under your charge. m 

I have thought it best and safest to send two small steamers from 
Memphis up to you at Pitman’s Ferry for those stores, and have issued 
the order by telegraph to f -day to start them immediately. I am informed 
they amount to half a million in value. , „ T , r i <3r 

You will exercise your own judgment as to how many you tbmkunder 
all the circumstances it would be safe to retain m that part of the State , 
the rest send to Memphis. If you have boats m the river, takeposbcs- 
sion of them for the service of the Government for the purposes abo^ e 

stated. * _ 

I do' not know the amount of force you have at your disposal or can 
command, but take iffor granted yon have not enongh to enable join 
to resist for any long time the amount ot force General Thompson says 

was in motion. , , ... 

I am mainly concerned for the stores that are with you, and have no 
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idea that tlie enemy in that force will think of pressing far into the 
SticlIjC 

hTot doubting you will a'ct wisely in the whole matter, X remain, 
respectfully, your obedient servant, POLK 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus, Ky ., October 25, 1861. 

Brigadier- General Thompson, 

Commanding Missouri State Troops : 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letters of the IStli, 20tli, 22d, and 23d * 
The reports of your operations are highly interesting, and we have been 
pleased to know that you have so completely accomplished the main 
object of your expedition — that relating to the destruction of the bridges. 

I am glad to know that you can speak so satisfactorily of the behavior 
of your troops at Fredericktown, but 'regret to hear you should have 
sustained a loss of the valuable men whose names you mention. I note 
what you say of sending you regiments to support you from my com- 
mand. I regret to say that the information we have of the position 
and purposes of the enemy in our immediate front makes it impossible 
for me to detach any portion of my force tor service remote from my 
position. I have not the force to spare. ... „ .. . , 

My opinion is that you should do one of two things, either fall, bade 
into Arkansas to Pitman’s Ferry, or fall back on to the plank road and 
come out at Point Pleasant. If you conclude to do the former, you can 
cross the river at the Ferry, and take all the boats at the western side, 
and make your stand on tile opposite side, where you can make success- 

ful resistance. . . . 

If you conclude to take the latter course, which, considering you are 
at Bloomfield, I think the most probable, then you must make your way 
to the river by the plank road, and if you cannot maintain your position 
on the other side, you must cross over and take up your position on the 
bank at Island No. 10. . 

Your force can be usefully employed there until we can obtain re- 
enforcements from the South and be prepared to move on Southeastern 
Missouri. I am making that position one of strength, and it is as im- 
portant to Missouri as to any other State. I shall have a boat always 
at Island No. 10, where you might be crossed over, or, if you think to 
go below, wherever you want her. I hope you will keep me well ad- 
vised of your movements. I send by one of your messengers a dispatch 
to Colonel Borland, to advise him of the course and purposes of the 
enemy. You will have no doubt given him warning yourself, but 1 
have certain suggestions to make to him which I hope will be in time. 

Bespectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 

Major-General , Commanding. 


Little Bock, October 25, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War : 

Intelligence has reached here to-day that Fremont, with a large force, 
is approac hin g the northwest border of Arkansas. Price retre ating to 


* See reports, pp. 225-228. 
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join McCulloch, at or near Arkansas line. Nothing has been communi- 
cated by General McCulloch to the authorities upon this subject, but 
no doubt is entertained of the correctness of the above statement. We 
have four regiments partially organized, which could be put under 
marching orders immediately if they had arms. Is it possible ?? 
any arms? Cannot the Arkansas regiments m or near Memphis be 
ordered back to our assistance? I think it important. 

Governor, and President of Military Hoard. 


Bichmond, October 26, 1861. 


General Albert Pike, Little Roclc, Arlc . 


cannot assign to your command any Arkansas troops at this 
lent. Governor Bector is applying for return of the legiments m 


moment 
Tennessee. 


J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


Governor Beotou, Little Roclc , Arlc. 


Bichmond, October 26, 1861. 


I have no arms that I can possibly send yon ; mil 
instant I can. Will- communicate to the commander-in-chief of Depart- 
Sent of tlio West your desire to have the Arkansas regiments moved to 

Arkansas. ^ j p. BENJAMIN, 

Acting Secretary of War . 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Gamp near Neosho , October 26, looi. 

Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, 

Commanding Confederate Forces : . 

General- I have just received from General Fremont a proposition 
foi a Snemi exchlnge of prisoners. This clearly indicates a change of 

policy on the part of the Federal Government, and is a /^S^itation 
tion of our rights as belligerents. From the memhers of the cleputntmn 
and my scouts I learn that Fremont with the advene® o : His 
wnTinff it Wnrw the arrival of the remainder of his loices, wmeu 

of ’the necessary means, of t^ortetion. 

His exact force I am unable to ascertain, but that u„ doubt- 

no doubt He moves with much caution, but his intention is 

Mv to follow n?down here. Since my last interview with you I have 

S!"— meats I expected from Slot 

ray force several thousands; and m three or four days 1 ^C^on to 

ciork with the two new batteries, which will be a valuable addition to 

my w°ould, general ““ wSi 

trateall the force you can, and with the “jXJ of the 

afford me I feel confident that, aided by the defensive natnie 01 tne 

country, we will' meet with success. • 7nn n yi 

this bv Colonel Wood, one of my stall, who will give you all 

flip information you require. I also send you a late Saint Louis paper, 
by which you win see that the Federal authorities place great reliance 
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upon the success of hr 6m out’s army, wliicli they think will settle mat- 
ters satisfactorily in this State. 

Our legislature is still in session in Neosho. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

STEELING PEICE, 

Major - General, Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G , 

Camp Walls , Mo., October 26, 1861 — 7 p. m. 
Ool. Solon Borland, 0. S. A., Pitman’s Ferry, Mo. : 

Dear Sir: We have been at this point since yesterday morning, 
watching the enemy’s motions, and I am satisfied that they have with- 
drawn their forces to Ironton and Gape Girardeau, to await the results 
of the contest between Fremont and Price. I will place my men as 
follows, to await the events : White’s battalion of dragoons at Saint 
Francisville, to picket the roads on the Saint Francis ; Smith’s regiment 
of dragoons at Oastorville, and Lewis’ regiment of dragoons at Spring 
Hill (or Piketon, as it is marked on the map). Although these dragoons 
amount in the aggregate to but 800 men present and fit for duty, yet 
they will make a complete cordon from the Saint Francis to the White- 
water. The bulk of the infantry will be posted midway between Saint 
Francisville and Bloomfield, and in a few days, as soon as my horses 
are shod, I will advance to the lino between Ironton and Gape Girar- 
deau again, to keep their forces inarching on that line. Should any 
march be made from Ironton southward, I expect to be apprised of it ; 
and I will either intercept or cut off the baggage from any such force as 
the enemy can bring into the field until after the conflict in the south- 
west. I regret exceedingly that I did not have your two regiments at 
Greenville, "as I could have easily drawn the enemy away from their 
baggage and whipped them in detail among the hills. My men are in 
splendid spirits, and I hope to open another short campaign in a few 
days. I suppose you are aware that I have had in the field but 2,000 
men, and at the fight at Fredericktown I had but 1,500 present. The 
enemy had 6,000 at- Fredericktown,. and I killed five to one. I go to 
New Madrid in the morning, and may probably go to Memphis before 
I return. I hope you will write often, as I can well move to act in con- 
junction with either yourself or General Pillow in forty-eight hours. 

Tours, respectfully, 

M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Columbus, October 27, 1861. 
General A.-S. Johnston, Boioling Green, Ky. : 

General : I send you by the bearer, Mr. Broadwell, the inclosed 
letter from General Thompson, from which you will see he has not sus- 
tained the loss reported by the flag of truce, but that he is prepared to 
renew his attack.* I much regret that the regiments I might send to 
his aid are still unarmed, and that I am not in a condition to help him. 
This will be done so soon as I can send them forward. I am pressing 
all my operations here, to Enable me take advantage of the state of 

*See report No. 16, of operations October 12-25, about Ironton, &c., p. 225. 
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thiTum in Western Missouri. I am glad to say, too, tliat I am having an 
oto munitions. More heavy giius are arming 

also from Kielunond, and I am promised yet others. I 

to have the quarters in tlie garrison made by contract, and am le 

ing large supplies of lumber for that purpose. I have 

army, ( and find all of its parts very well satisfied. I think it will prpve 

Oll'C'Otjl'V 0 • 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ p > OLK 

Major-General , Commanding. 


Headquarters Western Department, 

JBowling Green , By., October 31, lbol. 

Mai. Gen. STERLING- Price, Commanding Missouri Army: 

General : I received witli great satisfaction your letter of the 16th 

instant. ^ ] c0 tlie opportunity of congratulating you upon 

duced to share such an apprehension. ovr >peted vou would. 

H HKS" ** 

“of my ownftoof operations “can of course say nothing in a letter, 

him instructions to furnish you with c • y» ’ ’ • ^ ^ em 

General Clark and Colonel Cooke. 1 yonrs, 

Wishing you every success, I am, gene c i ^ ^ JOHNSTON, 

/-i - 7 n ,C 1 A 4»4W/J/ 
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Abstract from return of the First Division , Western Department, commanded, by Maj. Gen. 
J L. Folk, C. S. Army, for month of October, 1861. 


Station. 


Present for duty. 


Troops. 


Columbus . - • >| 

Fort Henry.. . 

Trenton 

Island Ho. 10 . 
Fort Pillow. .. 

Mempliis 

lulta 


First (Pillow’s) Dlv.... 
Second (Clientliam’s) Div.* 
Third (McCown’s) Div.* .. 
Fourth (Bowen’s) Dir.*... 


Garrison 
..do 
..do 
..do 
..do 
do 

Unassigned companies .. - 


Totals . 


Infantry. 


Cavalry. Artillery. 


310 

14.0 

123 

141 

80 

00 

4 


100 


23 


8 


5, 087 
2, 408 
1,081 
2, OS'l 
1, 415 
1, 178 
43 


1,408 


258 


1, 005 10, 030 


287 

147 

1.88 

155 

151 


028 


3 

300 

00 

103 

04 


002 


H 


0, 802 
3, 240 
3, 034 
3, 105 
2, 070 
1,318 
03 
787 
2, 030 
1,000 
280 


23, 870 


<1 


7,200 
3, 429 
3, 200 
3, 341 
2, 179 
1,380 
08 
830 
2, 140 
1, 054 
312 


25, 208 


* The return does not name the commanders of tho Second, Third, and Fourth Divisions, hut the 
officers indicated were assigned to theso commands October 24, looi. 


Abstract from monthly return of McCulloch’s Division, Propmonal Fows, C. S. Army, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. Ben. MoCulloch, jor Oclobci , lobl. 


Troops. 

Present for duty. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

s 

3 

3 

QJ 

O 

a 

o 

8 

a 

| Officers. 

i 

Fourth Arhausas Regiment Infantry (McNair) 
-Fourteenth Arkansas Regiment Infantry 

23 

45 

20 

11 

304 

734 

444 

105 













Third Louisiana Regiment Infantry (H6hort) . . 






30 

37 

38 
40 
15 

4 

8 

573 
405 
009 
813 
272 
. 72 
130 








Second Arlvcinstis Ivlo tinted Jltillcs (klclntosli) . . 





South Kansas-TexasRogT Cavalr.v (Greer) — 























5 

4 

3 

92 

70 

70 






Provence's battery (4 guns) - 






105 

1,- 077 

184 

2, 040 

12 | 232 




584 

228 

081 

553 

753 

800 

315 

78 

144 

103 

75 

73 


709 
358 
880 
723 
1, 020 
939 
330 
84 
144 
109 
75 
73 


5, 743 


7, 044 


Headquarters Division, 

Camp Harbin, Mo., November 5, 1801 — 8 p. in. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling- Price, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard, Cassville, Mo : 

General: I liave just received a letter from Colonel McIntosh. 
Three detachments of the Texas regiments had been near Sprmgheld ; 
one party 3 miles northeast of town, and the other two within 1 mile 
of it. The following is the result of the reconnaissance, and which the 
officer in command considers reliable : 
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CllAl'. X.l 

^^^2SSHS®S£sS?35^ 

r iinvA ordered Colonel Mclntosli to send liis train to the rear and 
make a scout forward, and then fall back to Ms teams. H J'on have 
any arms tliat are not in use I would be glad to have them, as l have 
several companies mustered in and yet unarmed. , 

X Have the Honor to Ho, general, yoim 

Brigadier- General. 


General Orders, 
No. 70. 


i Headquarters Mo. State Guard, 

~^ 0 y(; ) Cam]) near Cassville, Mo., -November 6, 1861. 

THo army will move to-morrow morning in tHe direction of Pineville. 
The following will be tHe order of marcH : 

Second Division, General Hams. 

Fifth Division, General Steen. 

Sixth Division, General Parsons. 

Eighth Division, General Earns. _ 

Seventh Division, General McBride. 

'Fourth Division, General Slack. 

Third Division, General Clark. 

The hour for march, sunrise. 

uz. dfc # 


* ^ 

By order of Major-General Price : 


HENBY LITTLE, 

a -»• n 


/ 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp on Indian Creel, McDonald Co ., Mo., November 7, 1861. 
General A. S. Johnston, Commanding Confederate Forces : 

General- It is with pleasure I avail myself of another opportunity ■ 

i ikss. isvss, 

ihg liis army after a fatiguing mane , ■ information I can obtain 

£5 SSr5Ss ttKifs-jrtf ss 

ence, and well-known mjHtary sagarnty, ^ ^“gfXSoS and 
fact reveals its great importance to an army wu ^ ^ to 

occupying the position ours i does. Is J/^hicli is of such 

vast tonSE to the South* The distance between Bella and Spring- 
-i-i terminus of the South Branch of the Pacific Eailroacl, is 127 
mflis, and should you inform me that yon will advance on Samt Louis, 
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I •will, in conjunction with General McCulloch, at once march on Spring- 
field. Our combined forces amount to about 25,000 men. Your move- 
ment threatening Saint Louis will of course compel the Federal com- 
mander to hasten to that point. Should his force be too large for us to 
risk a general engagement, we can with our mounted men follow him, 
harassing him, and impeding liis movement by firing the prairies and 
attacking him from every skirt of timber and every hill until you reach 
Saint Louis, when, having him between us, his capture will be certain. 

I am now falling back on Piueville, where General McCulloch and 
myself have concluded to make a stand. Should the Federal forces 
advance from Springfield for the purpose of attacking us, we will act 
on the defensive, depending on the rugged nature of the country to 
compensate for any inequality in numbers. Our position will be so 
chosen that we will be able to make our artillery efiective, while the 
enemy, embarrassed by the broken ground and the timber, will be 
unable to use this important arm with effect. Then, should we succeed 
in repulsing them, the nature of the country is such that a successful 
retreat would be next to impossible. 

A report has reached here that General Fremont has been superseded 
by General Hunter, and I place every reliance in it. Our legislature 
has been in session for the last two weeks, and lias passed an ordinance 
of secession, besides electing delegates to the Confederate Congress. 

Sincerely hoping the suggestions of this letter may meet with your 
approval and secure your co-operation, 

I am, general, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

’ STEELING PRICE, 

Major-General, Commanding Mo. 8. G. 


Camp on Indian Creek, McDonald County, Mo., 

November 7, 1SG1. 

His Excellency Henry M. Rector, Governor of Arkansas : 

Sir : I have the honor of calling your attention to the late military 
movement in the southwestern part of this State. You are doubtless 
aware that the Federal army is in Springfield. Their numbers are esti- 
mated at from 35,000 to 40,000 men. Before so large an army I was 
compelled to act prudently, and therefore fell back with my forces, in 
order to form a junction with General McCulloch. That junction has 
been made. But even now our combined forces cannot cope with them 
in numbers. Men, men are now what we want, and I would most 
respectfully suggest that you call upon the patriotic citizens of your 
State to rally, and at once, to the defense of their frontier. 

Should your relations with the Confederate Government prevent you 
from receiving men into the State or Confederate service for a less 
period than twelve months, I have the authority of the governor of the 
State of Missouri for saying that they will be received into the service 
of this State for any period you may designate or the people themselves 
may desire. I need not, governor, enter upon any argument with you 
to convince you of the absolute necessity of hearty co-operation with us 
at this time." The moment is very precious ; no time is to be lost, and 
the stake is a large one. Success with us now over the large and well- 
appointed army of the Federals will be to us incalculable for good. 
Defeat may throw us back months, at immense loss. Arkansas’ neces- 
sity for defense assuredly speaks to you itself. 

In averting any disaster to our cause, whether immediately affecting 



Chat. X] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


733 


the people of Arkansas alone or whether affecting only the interests of 
this State, still Missourians desire to reciprocate the 
vanced them during the past summer, and I trust our joint effoits will 
enable us to drive back every invader of our soil and rights. Any troops 
coining as above indicated to join ns will bring with them such ar s 
they have. I will be able to furnish some, and these arms furnished us 

•by the people can always be turned to use. 

I am, governor, with the highest respect, 

Major- General , Commanding. 


Camp Burnett, November 7, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk, Commanding : 

General : Judge Milligan has just come into my camp, ajid ^rms 
the renort I sent by Major Milburn of the advance of a column nom 
Paducah in the direction of Columbus, or rather southeasterly from 

^ If 1 deemed proper by you to order me to Columbus, I will cheerfully 

■receive such order. ■ . . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant^ WI0KLIFF] ^ 

Colonel , Commanding Regiment. 


Headquarters, 

Camp Harbin, Mo., November 8, 1861. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Acting Secretary of War: . • 

Sir : Mv forces are at present near the main road from Springne c 
to Port Smith, the infantry and artillery in Arkansas, and three rc^i* 
meats of mounted men in this State. General Price has fallen back to 
Pineville some 25 miles west of this, where he will await the movements ■ 
of ail enemy, being able from that position to co-operate with me should 

near and around Springfield for the last eight or 
ton days and report the arrival of troops continually. , They estimt 
their present strength at near 50,000, and 120 pieces of artillery. It 
may nTTso but is evidenky large. They speak confident^ of 

marching into the Southern Confederacy. I have but a small force t 
oppose them, but hope, by resorting to the partisan mode of wai ft e, 
make them withdraw ere. they reach Port Smith. . . for +^ ie j r 

The Missouri force is. getting weaker daily 

daw 8 ' Noto “but* battle Sto°the nc“t ten days will keep together 
oX4,c“r00 b 0 out of the 13,000 they now have Jhis " 

be fought without the enemy should advance. For ns ito attack them un 
their present position would be to lose a battle. Our troops, i oen a*, 
mostly mounted men, are unfit to attack a strong position or to be o 
great use in a general engagement with heavy forces. , artillery. 

The Missouri Army is composed of some 5,000 mfanby an t lie y, 
8,000 horsemen, with all sorts of arms and without X ^ 

force, if possible, should be taken into who 

frmiirpfl this winter. It is now under the conti ol of politicians, wuo 

know not the value of discipline, and consequently can never make an 
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army, that would he hut little better than a city mob. There is excellent 
material out of which to make an army in Missouri. They only want a 
military man for a general. One should he sent that does not belong to 
the State, or that has not been mixed, up with their quarrels and cam- 
paigns heretofore. X suggested the name of General Bragg to the gov- 
ernor, who seemed pleased with the idea, in the event of Missouri “be- 
coming a member of the Confederacy. General Bragg could reorganize* 
their army, make it efficient, and at the same time would rank me, 
thereby making one head to both armies. As for myself, it would never 
do to place me in command of them. I have made myself very unpop- 
ular by speaking to them frequently about the necessity of order and 
discipline in their organizations. There is unfortunately but little cor- 
diality of feeling between the two armies; hence it would not answer a 
good purpose to place any man now in either army in command of both. 
I speak plainly on this subject, so that you may fully understand the 
condition of things out here. 

The moment I know the enemy intends seriously to advance for the 
purpose of invasion, I will send express to General A. S. Johnston. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MoCULLOClT. 


J. P. Benjamin: 


Fort Smith, November S, 

(via Little Bock, lltli, 1861.) 


_ Reliable information says that Hunter is at Springfield with 30,000; 
o,000 more m his advance. Later rumors say he is at Oak Hills with 
50,000. McCulloch said to be falling back to Sugar Creek, Ark. I will 
get about 10 miles wire. This will enable me to build 75 miles. I have 
written you about management of line to Fayetteville. Please consider* 
it private. 

II. A. MONTGOMEBY. 



Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Camp near Pineville , Mo., November 10, 1861. 
His Excellency Jefferson Davis, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Sir : Surrounded by circumstances of a critical and trying character,’ 
and profoundly impressed that now is indeed a crisis in the fate of my 
State and the cause of our emancipation from the- oppressions of an 
unbeatable and cruel despotism, I have determined to claim a moment 
oi youi. ovei employed time, to the intent that you may comprehend 
with some degree of accuracy the actual state of* things in Missouri, 
x ou will excuse, I am sure, the greatest plainness and brevity compati- 
ble with an intelligible expression of my ideas. 

Missouri has been embarrassed in this struggle by almost every con- 
dition that could militate against her public weal, except only the uncon- 
querable determination of her people to be free. To a certain extent 
divided m opinion ; deluded and misled by a venal and treacherous 
public press as to the possibility of compromise and reconstruction ; 
betrayed by a majority of the State Convention ; imposed upon and de- 
ceived m every instance by the agents and officers of the Federal Gov- 
ernment ; without any military organization and but few military men ; 
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without arms and without au army ; overrun by Federal armies before 
a blow on our part could be stricken ; pursued as fugitives from the 
State capital at the moment when the governor called our jieople to 
arms; fleeing with a handful of men to the extreme southwestern cor- 
ner of the State before three columns of well-appointed Federal soldiers ; 
having -to fight for the arms we have and to capture. nearly all the ap- 
pliances of war with which we are now supplied; with a powerful foe 
extending his lines across the State, so as effectually to cut off our suc- 
cor and recruits from the north side of the Missouri Fiver, our metrop- 
olis all the while in the hands -of the enemy, thus giving him control of 
the railroads and rivers as well as the banks and channels of commerce 
and centers of intelligence, the war being waged as well upon the peo- 
ple of the country, and private property as upon the army, we have had 
to oppose our little force to the haughty oppressor, hoping almost against 
hope. Under all these discouraging circumstances we have won five 
successful engagements, and now have an army of Missouri forces of 
12,000 men, all armed, and as brave a set of men as ever went to bat- 
tle. These men have continued. through evil and through good report ; 
through suffering and destitution ; half fed, half clothed, half supplied 
with the necessary means of subsistence and comfort to sustain with 
. their labors and their lives the cause of Missouri and the cause of the 
* Confederate States. These men have been caught up from the woods 
and the fields— from highways and by-ways, by night and by day— with- 
out an hour’s or a day’s preparation, and have continued many mouths 
in the field. 

I beg to assure you without misgivings, without hazarding any ttnng, 
speaking what I know to be true, that out of the entire male population 
of the State twenty to one are from principle and from unalterable convic- 
tion, for weal or woe, with life, fortune, and honor, with the South and 
for the South forever. Nevermore, I beg and beseech you, let a doubt 
of the soundness of Missouri arise to disturb your faith or embarrass the 

action of the Confederate States. . „ ■ . , 

After the capture of Lexington I found it necessary to fall back to 
this point, partly to procure ammunition and supplies and partly to 
avail mvself of the support of the Confederate forces under General 
McCulloch. This movement has drawn the Federal force from Saint 
Louis, Jefferson City, JBooneville, and other points, and we have now 
within two days’ march nearly 40,000 men. This leaves Saint Louis 
exposed to capture, which might now be taken almost without a battle. 
Of this I have more thau once advised General Johnston. If this line 
of policy should he adopted, it would place the Federal foice between 
two Confederate armies, in which case their capture would be only a 
question of time. Apart from this suggestion, I beg from the Confed- 
erate Government a force sufficient to enable us to cut our way to tlie 
Missouri Fiver. If this he practicable, if this be granted, I will pledge 
Missouri, after sixty days on the Missouri Itiver, to defend the northern 
and western lines of her territory. More than 20,000 men ^e -made 
available to our defense. I was compelled to leave from 5,000 to 10,000 
recruits on and near the riv.er, who were moving to join me, for want of 
time. Missouri can in general terms take care of herself, once tiie con- 
federate' Government renders us such assistance as to make our force 
available. We can have under the authority of our Government 50,000 
or . 100,000 men as soon as we can be placed in such position as to 
make our strength available. Allow me, therefore, as one who, at the 
a ,<ve of fifty-one years, has placed home and comfort and propeity and 
family and life on the altar of my country’s safety and well-being, to 
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implore that such immediate and efficient steps he taken by your Gov- 
ernment to supply what is required for Missouri to work out, under the 
protection and blessing of almighty Providence, her own redemption, 
Missouri stretches her hands to her kindred blood of the South as an 
infant child turns its imploring eyes to a mother. Give us a chance to 
show our fidelity. I inclose some correspondence, which will inform 
you officially of - the relations between the Federal Army and that of 
Missouri. Our people at their own homes and firesides are suffering 
Ml the horrors of civil war. Shall they be driven to choose between 
domestic dissolution and submission to- the dictates of a tyrant 9 I 
submit to your excellency the wants of a suffering l>eoi>le with great 
confidence that supplies and succor will soon come. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

STERLING PRICE, 
Major-General , Commanding . 

[Inclosuroa.] 6 

Headquarters Missouri State' Guard, 

. r Camp near Greenfield , Dade County , Mo. 

Maj. Gen. B." McCulloch, Commanding Confederate Doreen : 

General : I have the honor to announce my arrival at this place. ’ 
My march from Lexington, although looked upon in the light of a 
retreat, was made deliberately and with a due regard to the health and 
comfort of my troops. My present force consists of from 10,000 to 
12,000 men, and yesterday I received an ample supply of percussion 
caps, so much needed, and the want of which was one of the principal 
causes of my falling back from the Missouri River. I shall be com- 
pelled to remain in this neighborhood for several days to await the 
arrival of the clothing for my almost naked men, and other supplies 
stored at Bentonville. I shall immediately dispatch 100 wagons to 
bring them up, and I hope, general, that you will render my officers 
charged with this duty any assistance they may require. It is reported 
that General Eremont is making extensive preparations at Georgetown 
for a movement south, and since writing I received the herein inclosed 
dispatch* I am disposed to credit the report, but will make no impor- 
tant move until I hear further, when I will immediately inform 
you. At Kansas City and Wyandotte, under the command of "Generals 
Lane and Sturgis, there were said to be some 4,000 men, and Eremont'’ s 
force is said to be (variously estimated) from 15,000 to 24,000 men. I 
would like much to have a personal interview, and wiU meet you at any 
point you may designate. 

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' _ STERLING PRICE, 

Major-General , Commanding Mo. $. G. 

u Headquarters, 

Camp Harbin, Mo., November 10, 1861. 

General Sterling- Price, 

Major-General, Commanding Mo. S. G., JPineville , Mo. : 

General : My scouts have just returned from Springfield, add report 
the enemy preparing to march southward, and will, from all they could 
learn, move their infantry on the 11th (to-morrow), a considerable force 
of cavalry already being at the battle ground. They estimate their num- 
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bora at over 40,000 men and 120 pieces of artillery. In my opinion it 
will not be prudent to risk a battle with our present force, and that we 
bad' better tall back to the Boston Mountain, in the direction of Fort 
Smith; you on the line road by the way of Gamp Walker, and I by t-lie 
Fayetteville road. The roads being so crowded with travelers' will 
compel me to move my artillery and infantry in a day or two. I shall 
commence to-morrow to obstruct the roads in every manner possible so 
as to delay them, and give Arkansas as much time as can be gained by 
this means and a judicious use of my mounted force, to come to our aid. 
If the enemy advance into Arkansas, I shall destroy all the mills and 
grain that I have to leave in my rear, having already done so on the 
roads towards Springfield, and hope you will pursue the same course. 
I find upon examination that my position on this road can be turned to 
the east, and knowing yours can be to the west, my opinion is that we 
had better draw the enemy farther from his resources and nigher to 
where we can hope for re-enforcements. 

Hoping my views may 'meet with your approbation, and that we may 
be able to check the enemy and soon to regain all that we are now com- 
pelled to abandon, I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEN. McOTJIiLOCHj 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters Missouri State Guard, 

Gamp near Pineville , November 10, 1801. 
Brig. Gen. Ben. McCulloch, Commanding Confederate Forces : 

General : Yours of this date (the 10th) has just been received. 
With the most earnest desire on my part to co-operate with you and 
the Confederate forces under your command to subserve the great 
cause in which we have a common interest, I am constrained to differ 
from the line of action indicated in your letter. We have already 
fallen back to the extreme boundary of the State, for the sake of get- 
ting such a position and such assistance as would enable us to meet 
and vanquish the oppressor. Combining our forces and choosing our 
ground for the conflict, I have an abiding confidence that we can meet 
the enemy and end the strife with one glorious and decisive victory. 
The south part of our State, is exhausted with the presence and subsist- 
ence of friendly and hostile armaments. At every hazard I think we 
should give battle, and if compelled to 'fall back still farther, let us 
have a reason with which to satisfy our country that it was a necessity. 
Above all allow me to suggest that burning the mills and laying waste 
the country is an infliction as grievous as any that could be inflicted 
by the enemy, and our jieople could have little choice between being 
shot and starved to death, involving men, women, and children. If, as 
our gallant ally, upon more mature reflection you should determine to 
aid me with your brave troops, we will adopt such line of action as will 
compel the enemy to attack us in a short time. We can in that event, 
with the success I confidently anticipate, have all the troops in Missouri 
required for our defense. 

May I beg the pleasure of a conference with you on the premises ? 
Our men are all having their homes exposed to the desolating hand of 
the destroyer, and it will require something more than ordinary cour- 
age and self-sacrifice on their part to carry them willingly out of the 
State under these circumstances. All- they have to fight for is at stake, 
and they would prefer the risk of death on the battle-field to abandon. 

47 R R— " vol hi 





738 


OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND IND. T. [CiiaTv X. 


ing their families, property, homes, and country in a continued flight 
before their oppressors. 

Sincerely hoping,- general, that yon may. generously accord with 
these matured suggestions of mine, I am, with respect, your obedient 

SerVant ’ STERLING PRICE, 

Major-General , Commanding Mo. S. G. 


On Bentonville Road, November 11, 1SG1. 

Maj. Gen. Sterling Price, 

Commanding Missouri State Guard , Pineville , Mo. : 

General : Yours of yesterday is before me. I am to-day obstructing 
the road, and will cripple the enemy badly should he attack ray position. 
This I proposed doing before falling back; yet I am still of the opinion 
that it would have been better for us to have drawn the enemy to a 
point where defeat would have been total ruin and destruction to his 
whole force. If we drive him back, in the event of an attack, he will 
withdraw to Springfield without the loss of a single piece of artillery, 
and in such condition as not to allow us to follow him. Such success 
(as far as Missouri is concerned) would be but little better than defeat. 

As for starving people by destroying the mills and grain that would 
be used by the enemy, I have to say, as far as your State is concerned, 
that I deplore much, very much, the necessity for pursuing such a 
course, but can think there is little danger of any one starving in a 
country where full crops have been made and only have the population 
left to consume it. As for Arkansas, every man who is a patriot and 
sound Southern man will be the first to put the torch to his own grain 
or mill rather than have them left to aid the enemy. • If he is not a true 
Southern man, it will only be treating him right to destroy that which 
he would rather let the enemy have than ourselves. 

I am exceedingly busy in preparing for an attack, which may never 
be made only by turning my flank, but will be pleased to meet you on 
the Bentonville road, some 10 to 12 miles from Pineville, at 12 o’clock 
to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MCCULLOCH, 

J Brigadier- General. 


Little Rock, November 12, 1861. 

Secretary oe War : 

The following is a copy of a resolution this day adopted by the senate 
of Arkansas : 

Resolved, That the secretary shall officially he requested forthwith to dispatch to the 
Secretary of War at Richmond that General Johnston has ordered the disbandment 
of the volunteers in this State ; that the State is menaced in two quarters by our 
enemies, and that he be requested to withdraw or modify the order for disbandment 
as aforesaid. 

JNO. D. KIMBALL, 

Secretary Senate. 



739 


Chap. X.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— -CONFEDERATE. 


Richmond, November 13, 1861. 
John D. Kimball, Secretary Senate , Little Roclc, Arte. : 

Your dispatch, received. I understand that General Johnston has 
only disbanded unarmed troops that have not enlisted for the war. 
The Government cannot give arms to volunteers for twelve months as 
long as it has troops. ottered for the war to a number greater than can 
now bo armed. If Arkansas will imitate her sister States in tendering 
volunteers for the war, this Government will supply them with arms 
in equal proportion with the other States. 

* J. P. BENJAMIN, . 

Acting Secretary of War. 



Columbus, Ky., November 13, 1861. 

President Davis: 

Since the battle of 'Belmont and the inglorious defeat of the enemy’s 
picked troops he seems to be driven almost to madness. He is now 
making preparations upon a gigantic scale to invest this place. He is 
drawing liis forces from every available point of the Northwest, and 
will be able to bring a force of 30,000 men to invest. Our great want is 
armed boats. With these to meet and hold in check the enemy’s gun- 
boats, we can successfully meet His forces. The attack, we are assured, 
will bo made in the course of eight days. If it be possible, let us have 
the New Orleans fleet of armed vessels. The battle of Belmont was a 
hard-fought conflict of four hours. Twenty -live hundred men fought 
7,500. When our ammunition was exhausted we drove his line back 
in three different charges; but, supported by his immense -reserve, we 
were at last forced to fall back to the bank of the river, from winch 
place, by a rapid flank movement under the bank of the river, myself, 
with two fresh regiments, turned his left and attacked him in the rear. 
The victory was complete. Our total loss was 632 ; theirs about 2,000. 
Please answer about fleet. General Polk’s injuries were more serious 
than was at first supposed. He found it necessary to turn over the 
command for the present to, 

Respectfully, GID . x WLLO W, 

Brigadier-General , O. S. Army, Commanding. 


Headquarters Eirst Military District, Mo. S. G., 

New Madrid, Mo., November 14, 1861. 

Col. W. G. Pheelan, 

Second Regiment Infantry, Missouri State Guard: 

.Dear Colonel: Yours of the 12th instant (8 p. m.) was received 
last night.* You will find that the object you desire to. accomplish can 
be done by holding the infantry in a safe place and using our flankers 
and partisans (dragoons) to protect the county. I think that Kitchen, 
Hale, and Hunter will strike more terror into the marauders than 5,uUO. 
infantry. Your trip to Skinner’s Ridge will not pay. There.is now being 
collected an immense army, to march down the Mississippi Valley, and 
probably the whole force that has been after Price will be joined to it ; 
therefore a large or permanent force on the Stoddard Ridge would but 



* Not found. 


740 OPERATIONS IN MO., ARK., KANS., AND -IND. T. LCiiAr. X. ' 

draw a column down that way. Tlie wise person who divined that I 
would fortify New Madrid sees further into the future than I do. My 
desires are to have no permanent quarters, hut to keep 10,000 men 
wandering and watching for my whereabouts. I will use every effort 
to get shoes and blankets. 

Yours, &c, M . jeff. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Missouri State Guard, 

]sC 0 . 84. j November 15, 1861. 

The army will move at sunrise in the direction of Newtonia in the 
following order, viz : 

Pifth Division, General Steen. 

Eighth Division, General Bains. 

* # ■ * * # * # 

By order of Mai or- General Price: 

* W. H. BBAND, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs. First Division, Western Department, 

Columbus, Ky ., November 16, 1861. 

Brig. Gen./M. Jeff. Thompson, New Madrid, Mo. : 

General: Your dispatch acknowledged. Its contents carefully 
noticed. We are using every possible effort to prepare lor the enemy. 
In the event of an advance on your position (which I anticipate with 
a certainty) you should be prepared to throw your force across the river. 
Four gunboats and three floating batteries from New Orleans will be 
up next week. I will stop one of the floating batteries opposite New 
Madrid, for its protection and to support your position. I deem it of 
the highest importance that you finish the works commenced at _ New 
Madrid. You can easily close the south front of the work by a line of 
stout stockading, which you can place in position. In this work your 
infantry and my floating battery can hold that x>lace against any force 
they can spare to go against it. Keep me advised of everything occur- 
ring below. If you will hold your position I will whip the enemy here, 
with God’s help, of which, with proper efforts, I feel sure. 

GID. J. PILLOW, 

Brig. Gen., G. 8. Army, Commanding. 


New Madrid, Mo., November 16, 1861 — 7 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow, 0. 8. A., Columbus, Ky. : 

Dear General : I cannot agree with you on the policy of fortifying 
this place, for its defense, unless the works are to be made very exten- 
sive, and by a continuous breastwork or a complete system of redans 
and redoubts, the whole town can be encompassed. Upon a plain like 
this works are so easily turned or besieged, that labor is often thrown 
away. I will, however, commence on Monday morning to complete the 
redoubt you have worked upon and use it as sort of citadel } but I have 



Chap. X.] 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


741 


little faith in little forts. I will be obliged to have the work clone by 
negroes, as it will be impossible to make my men work, and would be 
impolitic, if I could, as the time of tlieir enlistments is nearly expired, 
and it is important that they should be induced to re enlisi. 1 will send 
up to-morrow for tools, if you’ can let me have them, and if you have the 
original plan please send it to me. 

Yours, most respectfully, 

J M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 

Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Headquarters First Military District, Mo. S. G., 

New Madrid. Mo., November 16, 1861. 

Maj. Gen. STERLING- Price, Mo. S. G., Commanding in the Field : 

Respected Sir : As the period at which the term of service expires, 
under the old law, for those of the Missouri State Guard who entered the 
field at the call of the governor is approaching, and as a new law will 
probably be in force or a transfer made to the Southern Confederacy, I 
am very anxious to receive the proper instruction lor mustering my 
men out of the old service into the new. I have made every effort to 
keep my quartermaster and commissary reports in such a condition that 
there will be no confusion and difficulty in making the settlement; and 
I Hatter myself that you will be pleased with the system I have adopted 
and followed, although it has not been strictly in accordance with the 
law. I am sorry to state that my command is in a rather demoralized 
state, and I cannot rely upon them now for the cheerful service they 
rendered during the fall. I will probably be able to re-enlist 2,000 men 
for the war, and I will bo able to arm and equip that number with the 
remnants of stores in good order, and, if necessary, keep them in the 
field all winter. Please let me know if it lias been decided if the 
present service terminates at six months from the governor’s call, at six 
months from the time each individual entered the field, or whether there 
is any termination at all $ I have been notified, unofficially, that the 
Confederate States pay all expenses after November 1, and I will have 
my pay-rolls made up to that time. I have been keeping up my monthly 
reports of property, &c., and will be prepared for inspection at the short- 
est notice. 

Hoping to hear from you by the return of my courier, and to receive 
such definite instructions as the distances will permit yon to give, I 


remain, yours, most respectfully, 


M. JEFF. THOMPSON, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Richmond, November IS, 1861. 

[Secretary of War:] 

Agreeably to instructions, I have been to the West to place into effect 
an act of Congress appropriating $1,000,000 for the benefit of the Mis- 
souri troops. In the month of August I met at Memphis two officers of 
Governor Jackson, whose requisitions for supplies were met in sufficient 
quantity to render comfortable about 10,000 men. Transportation was 
also provided and $50,000 in money. Subsequently, in pursuance of 
instructions from the War Department, I made report to Governor Jack- 
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son, at Lexington, Mo., who made known to some extent the wants of 
the army, but referred me for more precise information to General Price, 
the chief officer in command. The latter gentleman represented his army 
numbering more than 20,000, composed of the best men in the State, and 
rapidly increasing. The country furnished an abundance of provisions, 
but they were in pressing want of clothing, blankets, shoes, camp and 
garrison equipage, and some descriptions of ammunition, particularly 
caps. Through the liberality of General Polk a good supply of ammu- 
nition was promptly furnished from Memphis, as also some artillery, 
and a heavy requisition for other supplies was approved by General 
Price, which I have been endeavoring to meet by purchases in New Or- 
leans and Memphis, and made arrangements tor securing everything, 
but received advice from the Quartermaster-General to postpone the 
shipment of further supplies until the position of the army became more 
definite. Supplies for General Jeff. Thompson’s men have been furnished 
in a similar manner. A statement of my account, filed with the bills, 
vouchers, requisitions, and receipts, will indicate more particularly the 
character of this disbursement, already in excess of $300,000. 

Bespectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 

W. A. BEOADWELL. 


Little Bock, November 18, 1801. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin: 

Northeastern border of Arkansas seriously th reatened. Borland asks 
for immediate assistance. We want arms. There are few at the arse- 
nal. Give me authority to get them from the military storekeeper. 

H. M. EEOTOE. 


Biohmond, Ya., November 19, 1861. 
Gov. H. M. Bectoe, Little Iioclc, Arlc. : 

I cannot give a single arm to any but troops mustered into the Con- 
federate service lor the war. 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Acting Secretary of War. 


Headquarters Division, 
Springfield , Mo., November 19, 1861. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 

General : I have the honor to report that on the night of the 15th 
instant I received information at my headquarters, 72 miles from here, 
that the Eederal troops had started back toward Saint Louis from 
this place. On the 16th I started with all my available mounted 
troops, without wagons, and after a rapid march arrived near here last 
night. I was in hopes before arriving that I might be able to overtake 
some of the trains of the enemy, but. on my arrival I found that they 
were too far to attempt even a pursuit, they being at least 100 miles 
ahead. 

From all the information I can obtain the enemy’s strength was at 
least 30,000, with an abundance of artillery. There was evidently con- 
siderable disaffection in their ranks, and on leaving here Lane, with his 
Kansas troops, carried off 500 or 600 negroes, belonging to Union men 
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as well as secessionists. From wliat I can learn they intend to fortify 
Bella,, Sedalia, and Jefferson City, and to garrison each of those places. 

The Union men have nearly all fled with the Federal troops, leaving 
this place almost deserted. 

From all the information I can get of General Price’s movements he 
seems to be making his way in the direction of the Missouri Fiver. An 
attempt of that kind, in my opinion, can only terminate as did his 
previous expedition to that country. Considering it inexpedient to 
attempt a winter campaign in this country, I shall return to the borders 
of Arkansas, and put my command in winter quarters by the 15th of 
December. As there will be much to do to make the many arrange- 
ments necessary for an early spring campaign, I respectfully request 
the authority of the Department for me to visit Bichmond for that 
purpose. As soon as the troops are in winter quarters my presence 
here could be dispensed with for a few weeks. 

Hoping my views may meet the approval of the Department, I have 
the honor to' be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEK MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Springfield, Mo ., November 19, 1SG1. 

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I shall return to Arkansas, put my troops in winter quarters 
soon, and ask permission to come immediately to Bichmond, so as to 
give the administration correct information regarding affairs in this 
region before it acts on matters here. 

The Federate left eight days since with 50,000 men, quarreled among 
themselves, and greatly injured their cause by taking negroes belong- 
iug to Union men. General Lane went to Kansas, General Hunter to 
Sedalia, and General Sigel to Folia. 

I have the honor "to he, with respect, your obedient servant, 

BEN. MCCULLOCH, 
Brigadier- General , Commanding. 


Bichmond, December 22, 1861. 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War : 

Sir : In reply to your telegraphic dispatch of November 30 I have 
the honor to submit the following report: 

I must beg your indulgence and ask your permission to go somewhat 
into detail as to what occurred whilst I had any connection with the 
Missouri forces under General Price. 

About the latter part of June General Price’ arrived near the south- 
western corner of Missouri, with about 1,700 mounted men, a part of 
whom were armed. At or near the same time I reached General Pearce s 
headquarters in the northwestern corner of Arkansas, my whole force 
being en route from Fort Smith, consisting of Churchills regiment, from 
Arkansas, and Hebert’s, from Louisiana, which did not reach that point 
until some days afterwards. In the mean time I learned that General 
Price had arrived in the neighborhood, being some 12 miles distant. 1 
im mediately rode over to see if I could serve bim or Missouri. In a few 
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days General Pearce and myself received a letter from General Price, 
■written by Brigadier-General Parsons, from near tlie Osage Elver, to 
the effect that he was trying to form a junction with the other briga- 
dier-generals, Slack and Earns; that the governor of the State was with 
them; that they were endeavoring to march towards the southwest part 
of the State, and were pursued by General Lyon in the rear, whilst 
Colonel Sigel was in front. I at once rode over to General Pearce’s 
headquarters, and we agreed to march into Missouri, to aid the governor 
in cutting his way through his enemies, whilst Colonel' McEae, of Ar- 
kansas, was ordered to go at once to Fayetteville, raise all the men pos- 
sible in that neighborhood, and make a demonstration on Springfield by 
the Telegraph road. This maneuver was well executed, and had the 
effect of causing General Sweeny, then in camp, at', Springfield, to re- 
call that portion of his force on its march to join Colonel Sigel. 

It would be well to mention here that the military board of Arkan- 
sas had instructed General Pearce to co-operate with the forces under 
my command. At this time we loaned General Price some 015 muskets, 
with ammunition for the same. On the next morning my mounted men, 
under Colonel Churchill, reached us by a forced march, and we entered 
the State of Missouri for the first time, and formed a junction with Gen- 
eral Price, it being the 4th of July. 

My command consisted of Colonel Churchill’s regiment, of mounted 
riflemen, and General Pearce’s of Colonel Gratiot’s regiment of infantry, 
Colonel Carroll’s regiment of mounted men, and a battery under the 
command off Captain Woodruff. Wo marched as rapidly as possible, 
expecting to attack the forces under Colonel Sigel at Heoslio, but learned 
before reaching that point that he had marched north to meet the forces 
with the governor of the State, leaving over 100 men at Neosho, who 
were captured by the regiment under command of Colonel Churchill, 
aided by Captain McIntosh, my adjutant-general. That night our whole 
mounted force reached that- point, and after halting an hour or two re- 
sumed our march, and met Governor Jackson before 12 in., at the dis- 
tance of 20 miles. 

After a conference, the Missouri generals concluded not to pursue the 
enemy, but to repair to the southwest corner of the State and organize 
their forces, as many of them were not formed into companies or regi- 
ments. 

Having accomplished the object for which we entered Missouri — viz, 
to assist the governor in cutting his way through the enemy— General 
Pearce and myself repaired to our camps and went to work to organize 
and drill our forces, advising General Price to the same course. ’ Yery 
soon we learned that General Lyon had arrived in Springfield with some 
10,000 men, and at the same time were well aware off the scarcity of 
supplies among the Missouri forces and of the disposition of some to 
leave General Price in consequence. In a word, tlie country he occupied 
was too poor to sustain him, and he was compelled to advance or dis- 
band his forces. After a conference with General Pearce, I went to 
General Price’s headquarters, and offered to aid him in every possible 
way, even to marching on Springfield, which was agreed upon. 

I am particular in giving these details, hoping they will counteract 
the effect of the report so often circulated to my injury that I was not 
willing to assist Missouri. 

It will be borne in mind that I was assigned to the Indian Territory, 
with instructions to defend it from invasion from any quarter, and up 
to and long after this had no other instructions. Consequently I did 
what was done at my own risk, not knowing that my Government would 
approve my conduct. 
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A part of the agreement between G-eneral Price and myself was that 
all his unarmed men and camp followers were to be left at bis camp, and 
under no circumstances permitted to march with the army. ' When we 
formed a junction at Cassville, some 50 miles distant, I learned, to my 
great regret, that the whole crowd of camp followers had arrived also. 

I remonstrated with General Price on the violation of the agreement. 
He said they should be left where we then were, and that I might draw 
up the plan detailing the order of march upon Springfield, which I did, 
and particularly said that the unarmed men were to be left at that point. 
This order was submitted to Generals Price and Pearce and met their 
approbation, and not until my division, being the advance, had marched 
did I learn that General Clark, of Missouri, had refused to obey the 
order to leave his unarmed men. I called on him at once and urged 
him in vain not to set such an example, stating the scarcity of supplies 
and the danger of a panic as a reason why they should be left. Know- 
ing the danger of a divided command when brought in contact with one 
well united, well drilled, and under one efficient leader, I considered it 
of vital importance to rid the army of^ these men until after the battle 
was fought, but failed to accomplish it, as they all came with General 
Price to where I halted, some 30 miles from Springfield, the enemy being 
a short distance in . advance. It was at this point I first saw the total 
inefficiency of the Missouri mounted men under Brigadier-General Rains. 
A thousand, more or less, of them composed the advance guard, and 
whilst reeonnoitering the enemy’s position, some 8 miles distant from 
our camp, were put to flight by a single cannon-shot, running in the 
greatest confusion, without the loss of a single man except one, who 
died of overheat or sun-stroke, and bringing no reliable information as 
to the position or force of the enemy ] nor were they of the slightest 
service as scouts or spies afterwards. As evidence of this, I will mention 
here the fact of the enemy being allowed to leave his position, G miles 
distant from us, 20 hours before we knew it, thus causing us to make 
a night inarch to surprise au enemy who was at the time entirely out 
of our reach. A day or two previous to this march the generals of the 
Missouri forces, by common consent on their part and unasked on mine, 
tendered me the command of their troops, which I at first declined, say- 
ing to them it was done to throw the responsibility of ordering a retreat 
upon me if one bad to be ordered for the want of supplies, which seemed 
likely to be the case, their breadstuff's giving out about this time ; and, 
in truth, we would have been in a starving condition liad it not been 
for the young corn, which was just in condition to be used. My troops 
and those under General Pearce were in a little better condition, though 
'by no means burdened with commissary stores. 

At this juncture Major Dorn, of Missouri, arrived, bringing a letter 
from General Polk, saying General Pillow was advancing into Missouri 
from Hew Madrid with 12,000 men. After further reflection .upon our 
condition I consented to take the command and to march upon the 
enemy. Preparatory to doing so, however, I asked of the Missourians^ 
owing to their knowledge of the country, some reliable information of 
the strength and position of the enemy. This they repeatedly prom- 
ised, but.- totally failed to furnish, though to urge them to it I then and 
at subsequent periods declared I would order the whole army back to 
Cassville rather tbau bring on an engagement with an unknown enemy. 
It bad no effect, as we remained 4 days within 10 miles of Spring- 
field, and never learned whether the streets were barricaded or if any 
kind of works of defense bad been erected by the enemy. There was 
left only the choice at this time of a disastrous retreat or a blind attack 
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upon Spring-field. The latter was preferred, and orders issued on the 
evening of the 9th August to he ready for the march at 9 o’clock p.. in., 
so as to bring on the attack at daylight on the 10th. At the hour 
named for the march there fell a little rain, with strong indications of 
more, which caused the order to march to be countermanded after a 
conference with General Price. That was thought to bo prudent, as we 
had an average of only 25 rounds of ammunition to the man, and no 
more to be had short* of Fort Smith or Baton Rouge. Rot more than 
one man in four was furnished with anything better than bags made of 
cotton cloth in which to carry their cartridges. The slightest rain or 
wet would have almost disarmed us, as many of the men had nothing 
buo the common shot-gun and rifle of the country, without bayonets. 
However, the enemy unwisely concluded to attack us in our position, 
which was well selected for the kind of arms we had to use against 
their long-range rifled muskets. On the morning of the 10th informa- 
tion of the approach of the enemy’s advance down the creek was soon 
followed by a precipitate retreat of a portion of General Rains’ mounted 
men, mixed up with camp followers to the number of probably several 
thousand, and this, too, before the firing had begun. I mention these 
facts to show the unorganized condition of the Missouri forces, and 
what great risk we ran of a panic being communicated to the fighting 
men of the army by having such material among them. Very nearly 
at the same time the enemy opened upon us both above and below on 
the creek, the two extremes of our camp being composed of mounted 
men from Missouri, whose duty it was to have kept pickets on the 
roads, both above and below, on which the enemy advanced. I have 
never been able to learn who ordered these pickets to leave their posts, 
or if they left them without orders when the time arrived to march the 
night before at 9 o’clock. Be that as it may, the fault was theirs, and 
not mine, that the enemy was allowed to approach so near before we 
were notified of it. However, I never considered anything lost by their 
manner of attack, as we never were in a better condition to make 
battle, every man being ready with gun in hand to receive the enemy, 
when at other times thousands of our men would be miles from camp 
hunting something to eat for themselves and horses. 

In thus going into details on this subject I wish to show how unreli- 
able were a portion of the troops under General Price, but by no means 
do I wish to reflect upon the bravery of General Price himself, or his 
infantry and artillery, who fought heroically at the battle of Oak Hills. 

The battle over, it was ascertained that the camp followers, whose 
presence I had so strongly objected to, had robbed our dead and 
wounded on the battle-field of their arms, and at the same time had 
taken those left by the enemy. I tried to recover the arms thus lost 
by my men, and also a portion of those taken from the enemy, but in 
vain. ' General Pearce made an effort to get back those muskets loaned 
to General Price before we entered Missouri the first time. I was in- 
formed he recovered only 10 out of the 615. I then asked that the 
battery be given me which was won by the Louisiana regiment at the 
point of the bayonet. The guns were turned over, by order of General 
Price, minus the horses and most of the harness. I would not have 
demanded these guns had General Price done the Louisiana regiment 
justice in his official report. The language used by him was calculated 
to make the impression that the battery was captured by his men in- 
stead of that regiment. My official report was written after General 
Price’s was printed in Springfield. Let them both be read, and let 
unprejudiced men say which was best calculated to keep up a feeling 
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of friendship between tlie two armies. It was with, this purpose I re- 
frained from mentioning facts in my official report which are mentioned 
now in this communication. I always endeavored to prevent ill-feeling 
between our forces, because it was to the interest of both to have them 
co-operate fully against a common foe. 

A few days after the battle of Oak Hills General Price wrote me a 
note, and then called on me in person, requesting me to march with 
him to the Missouri Elver. I declined to do so, first, because my whole 
force lit for duty were required for the protection of the upper portion 
of Arkansas, and to keep the Pederals in Kansas from gaining access 
to the Cherokee Nation, which still occupied a neutral position; sec- 
ondly, because I had very little ammunition, some of my officers having 
informed me, when ordered to be ready to pursue the enemy on the 
10th of August, that some of their men had fired their last cartridge 
in the battle of that date; and, thirdly, because we could expect no 
co-operation on the part of Colonel Hardee or General Pillow, I having 
just received a letter from Colonel (now General) Hardee, informing me 
that General Pillow had fallen back, and that in consequence be would 
be compelled to retire to his former position near the Arkansas line. 
This information I imparted to General Price in this interview. 

On this day the Arkansas State troops marched for home, leaving me 
with about 2,500 men fit for duty, 2,000 of whom were required to defend 
the northwest part of Arkansas and the Indian Territory. 

Whilst General Price and myself have ever been on the most friendly 
terms personally, yet we never could agree as to the proper time of 
marching to the Missouri Eivcr. Had lie thought proper to listen to 
my suggestions on the subject he would have been advised to fortify 
Springfield and hold it with his infantry and artillery and post his 
mounted men so as to give protection against the jayhawkers from 
Kansas. The legislature could then have been called together by the 
governor at Springfield, the State have seceded from the Union, and 
her army beeu turned over to the Confederacy at the time she was ad- 
mitted as a member. A commander over tbe State forces and those 
under me could have been appointed by tbe President, which would 
have secured co-operation in all their movements. Then, if possible, a 
.considerable number of extra arms to give to those who joined ns, and 
at tbe same time a force to have menaced Saint Louis from below, would 
have been the time to march to the Missouri Eiver, raise the strong 
secession element on both sides of the river, and mareli down upon Saint 
Louis. At all events, it could have been mustered into the Confederate 
service and brought off to the interior of the State, and not abandoned, 
after being raised, to be stripped of its arms and put in such condition 
by the Federal Government as to be of no sort of use in the future 
struggles in the State for independence. 

Soon after the battle was fought and won at Oak Hills the forces 
engaged in its glorious achievement separated — those under General 
Price for the Missouri Eiver; those under General Pearce left for home, 
whilst those under my command moved off towards the Cherokee 
Nation. I immediately used every exertion to increase my force, for 
the purpose of attacking Forts Scott and Lincoln, in Kansas, and just 
at the time I was concentrating my whole force near the Kansas border 
General Price came down upon me, bringing the intelligence of the 
approach of General Fremont upon Springfield with 30,000 or 40,000 
men. This forced me to abandon my contemplated campaign and repair 
at once to the Telegraph road which leads from Springfield to Fayette- 
ville, in Arkansas, where most of my supplies were kept at the time, 
and were liable to be destroyed by a few bold horsemen. 
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Before separating from General Price I called on liim twice, for tlie 
purpose of forming some plan upon which to meet the enemy. It was 
thought best for me to occupy some position between Pineville, which 
he was to fall back to if the enemy advanced, and the Telegraph road. 
This I did, and at the same time sent two regiments, under Colonel 
McIntosh, one from Texas and one from Arkansas, to a point some 
30 miles in advance of my position. From these regiments scouts 
were thrown forward to and beyond Springfield, keeping me informed 
of the movements and strength of the enemy’s forces as they arrived at 
that point. In the mean time. General Price came again into the center 
of my column without giving me' the least notice of his intention. I 
rode in the direction of his headquarters -.and met Governor Jackson, 
and suggested the propriety of a conference with General Price. We 
met next day at a x>oint between the two armies, where it was agreed 
upon by all the Missouri generals that we should await an attack from 
the enemy, the ground to be selected by General Price and myself. 
The day after I went to see General Price, and we arranged a plan to 
co-operate in the event either was attacked. Soon my scouts brought 
the information of the advance*!)!* the enemy, 12,000 strong, under Gen- 
eral Sigel, some 10 miles on the Telegraph road. I ordered back the * 
two regiments under Colonel McIntosh, with directions to destroy the 
forage near the road, having previously destroyed that around Spring- 
field, also some mills that were useful to the enemy; in the mean time 
preparing to give the enemy a warm reception notwithstanding the 
disparity in our numbers, his being over 30,000, mine about 5,000, and 
General Price’s about 12,000. 

At this time General Price had fallen back to Pineville, in accordance 
with our agreement. I wrote him, proposing to draw the enemy, if he 
did advance and follow us, into Arkansas, to what is called the Boston 
Mountain. If we could have effected this it would have doubled my 
force, by calling in my two regiments from Texas, then in the Indian 
Hation, and the Indian regiments also. This he objected to, saying his 
men would not consent to go out of the State of Missouri, at the same 
time expressing a desire to see me. I again met him, and, told him if 
we fought the enemy where we were it would amount to nothing but a 
repulse of his infantry, as he would never bring his baggage wagons • 
and artillery into so rough a country ; whereas if" he could be got down 
to the Boston Mountain, some GO miles, we would get all his cannon, 
120, and most of his army, with their arms. He said again his men 
would not leave the State; whereupon I agreed to fight" them in our 
present position, though I believed it would result in little good to 
Missouri. 

• In a day or two my scouts brought me the news of the retreat of the 
enemy from Springfield; General Hunter towards Sedalia, with over 
15,000 men ; General Lane towards Kansas, with 4,000 men ; and Gen- 
eral Sigel towards Kolia, with 12,000 men. Whilst I was making ready 
to make a forced march with my best-shod horses to overtake the rear 
of General Sigel’s column, who was three days behind the others in 
leaving Springfield, a note was handed me from General Price, asking 
me to join him in pursuing General Lane, who had carried off some G00 
negroes belonging to the people of Missouri. I declined to join in the 
pursuit, on the ground that he could not be overtaken, he having some 
seven days and 100 miles the start of us. I informed General Price of 
my intention to make a forced march after General Sigel, but received 
no reply, nor did I hear anything more of his movements, except such 
as was brought by travelers, who are seldom to be relied upon. It has 
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been asked wliy I did not pursue the enemy. In answering this ques- 
tion I will merely state facts, and let my superiors say if it would have 
been ‘advisable to advance under the circumstances. 

In the first place, my force was entirely inadequate for such an enter- 
prise, it being about 5,000 men, including fourteen pieces of artillery. 
Five hundred of these men had been too much enfeebled by sickness to 
be able to take the field, though they would have fought the enemy had 
he marched upon us. This would have reduced my force to 4,500 ; 2,000 
of which it would have been indispensably necessary, as recent events 
have shown, to have left for the protection of that portion of Arkansas 
and the Indian Territory. This would have further reduced my com- 
mand to the small number of 2,500. Would it have been prudent, with 
this force, to follow General Sigel, who had 12,000 men, to Kolia, where 
General Phelps was already with 2,000 more, or would it have been 
better to follow General Hunter to Sedalia, who had over 15,000 men 1! 
At the same time it will be remembered that both Eolla and Sedalia 
are the termini of railroads leading from Saint Louis ; that supplies 
without limit could be had, and any number of men thrown to these 
points long before I could have reached them; and this, too, when I had 
made half the distance before they knew of my approach. Again, it 
will be remembered that these i>oiuts — Holla and Sedalia — are about 
the distance of 200 miles from the position held by me at the time the 
enemy retreated from Springfield. . I had not exceeding three days’ 
rations for my men to start with, and not a single extra mule or horse 
shoe to replace those lost on the march, and this, too, at the season of 
the year when the ground, being frozen, would render it impossible for 
our 'mules or horses to travel without being shod. . 

It may be asked also why I did not join my forces to those under 
General Price. In answer to this question it will only be necessary to 
say that it was impossible for us to march together, owing to the great 
number of animals in our commands, being not much short of 15,000, 
all of which had to be fed, as well as our men, on what could be gath- 
ered on the march through a country already laid waste by the armies 
of both sides having repeatedly passed over it. Besides, it .was always 
clear to my mind that we could never maintain a position on the Mis- 
souri Itiver for any length of time, owing to the great distance we would 
be from our resources and the close proximity of those of the enemy, we 
having to haul in wagons 300 or 400 miles supplies "which he could obtain 
by railroads or steamboats in a few hours ; thus putting it in the power 
of the enemy to do as much in twenty -four hours as we could in as many 
days to supply a want of men or means to make war. 

It has been said, both by individuals and newspapers, that I was un- 
williu g to assist Missouri. Ho the many efforts on my part recited above 
to aid her go to prove it? or can the accusation be jawed by the 
fact of my having called on her general-in-chief three times at his head- 
quarters and met him at two other jmints for the jmrpose o± bringing 
about concert of action against the large force under General Fremont ? 
Truth constrains me to say that neither he nor any officer under him 
ever visited my camp, though some of his generals were known to have 
passed in a few yards of my headquarters at the time. 

In conclusion, permit me to say I have endeavored to give a plain 
statement of matters and things as they occurred. The dates and pre- 
cise language of the notes and letters referred to cannot now be given, 
as they are at this time at my headquarters. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

’ BE H. McOULLOOH, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Fronton and Fredericktown, Mo. Operations about, October 12-25 .... 204 

Lucas Bond, Mo. Reconnaissance to, from Cairo, 111., and engagements 

at, September 8-10 168 

Lucas Bond, Mo. Reconnaissance to, from Cairo, 111., October 7 199 

Mississippi River. Reconnaissance down the, October 18 248 

Occupation of Columbus and Hickman, Ky., by Confederate forces, 

September 3 166 

Potosi,»Mo. Skirmish at, August 10 130 

Southeastern Missouri. Operations in, Aug. 29-Sept. 5 .... 143-145,148-150 
Gratiot, John R. 

Mentioned 122,609 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 123 

Gratz, Cary. Mentioned 76 

Graves, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned 28 

Graves, F. L. Mentioned - 129 

Graves, John R. 

Mentioned 20, 23-25, 128 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 128 

Gray, Captain. Mentioned 24 

Gray, A. B. 

Correspondence with — 

Johnston, A. S - 793 

Pillow, Gideon J - - 687 

Polk, Leonidas - 651, 688, 715, 720 

Mentioned , 651, 653, 655, 657, 658, 660, 662, 666, 686, 687 

Grayson, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned - - 245 

Greely & Gale. Mentioned 4 > 5 
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Page. 

Green, Captain. Mentioned „ •. 594 

Green, Colton. Mentioned ....... - mmrnmmVSmmmm mmm w 'l>4» W* » « .... 386,387 

Green, Martin E. 

Expedition against forces of, September 8-9. Reports of 

FwSmont, John 0 — 16(3 

Popo, John - 167 

Mentioned 133, 156-159, 166, 167, 170-173, 175, 

187, 190-192, 447, 473-477, 479, 484, 486-488, 493, 496 

Greer, E. 

Mentioned 99, 106, 700, 701, 717, 718 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., Angnst 10 118 

Greusel, Nicholas. 

Correspondence ■with G. M. Dodge 255 

Mentioned 255 

Griffin, William. Mentioned 13, 49, 56, 78, 79 

Griffith, Dr. Mentioned 598 

Grimshaw, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned - 192 

Grinstead, John J. Mentioned, .j - - — • - 32 

Griswold, Mr. Mentioned ?20 

Grooms, Captain. Mentioned 132 

Gross, Captain. Mentioned 164 

Grover, Benjamin W. 

Mentioned - HO, 188, 247 

Report of attack on railroad train near Lookout Station, Mo., August 20.. 140 

Guibor, H. Mentioned 30, 32, 35-37, 101, 186 

Gumbart, George C. Mentioned - - 256 

Gurley, John A. 

Correspondence with. A. Lincoln 511 

Mentioned 613 

Guthrie, James. Mentioned. 548 

Hackman, Augustus. Mentioned - 16 

Haclsnejr, William M. Mentioned 366 

Hagner, Peter V. Mentioned 432 

Haines, Thomas J. Mentioned 541, 542 

Halderman, John A. 

Mentioned — * — - * 56,70,83 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 - 82 

Hale, Captain. Mentioned * ^4 

Hale, S. M. Mentioned - - -*20 

Hale, Van W. (?) Mentioned 739 

Hall, Captain. Mentioned - - ^29 

Halleck, Captain. Mentioned - 161 

Halleck, H. W. 

Assigned to command of Department of the Missouri 567 

Assumes command. (See Summary of Principal Events , p. 3.) 

Correspondence with Army Headquarters 568 

Instructions to - g 68 

Mentioned 667,570 

Statements as to conduct of Franz Sigel at the battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., 

August 10, forwarded by - 63 

Hambletdn, J. W. Mentioned * - 347 

Hamburg, Mo. 

Affair at, Angnst 11 or 12. Report of M. Jeff. Thompson 131 

Expedition to, August 7-10. Report of John McDonald .... .... .... ...... 62 
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Page. 

107 

294 


256 

562 


Hamilton, Mr. Mentioned ...... * * 

Hamilton, Charles M. Mentioned 

Hamilton S. Hi D. Mentioned 307,309,352,353,028,629,660,066,699,723 

Hamma^ Adam. Mentioned... 401-403,419.424 

Hansen, Ferdinand. Mentioned - ' 

Hardee, Colonel. Mentioned * ’ * * 

Hardee "William J. 

Assigned to and assumes command in Northwestern Arkansas 598, 612 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector-General's Office, C. S. A 598,609,637 

Arkansas, Governor of G14, G46 

Hindman, T. : 638 

Johnston, A. S - 703,707 

McCulloch, Ben - - 

Pillow, Gideon J - 633,679 

Polk, Leonidas .... 615, 618-620, 629, 633, 636, 641, 644, 664, 682, 693, 696, 702, 705 

Price, Sterling - ^ 

Thompson, M? Jeff - 632,646,656,680,681 

Tippen, W 

Indorsement forwarding Shall's report, Ironton and Fredoricktown 235 

Mentioned 96, 136, 145, 153, 154, 204, 248, 265, 266, 416, 420, 433, 440, 445, 451, 

462, 508,509,515, 527, 535-537, 539, 545, 546, 602-605,609,610,613,617, 
621, 623, 624, 626, 627, 630, 631, 633-636, 639, 640, 642, 643, 645, 655, 656, 
660,661,667, 669-672, 677-681, 684-688, 692, 697,698,703, 715, 725, 747 

Hardesty, T. A. Mentioned 10G > 110 

Harding, Chester, jr. 

Correspondence with . 

Adjutant-General's Office, IJ. S. A 390-392 

Blair, Frank P., jr - 400 

Frdmont, J ohn C . . - • ^99, 4G4 

Lyon, Nathaniel 385, 386, 388, 389, 394, 395, 397, 400, 407, 408 

McClellan, George 385, 386, 390, 391, 400 

Pope, John... - ^ 9G 

Prentiss, B. 394, 395, 406 > 407 

War Department, U. 393 

Mentioned - 388, 389, 530 

Beports of 

Expedition to Fulton, Mo., October 28 254 

Expedition through Jefferson Comity, Mo., September 1-3 160 

Harding, James. Mentioned 646,719 

Harney, W. S. 

Assignments to command — 369, 374, 381 

Convention with Price - - 374-381,383 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant-General's Office, U. S. A - - 376,381,383 

Army Headquarters 369, 371, 374, 377, 378 

Gantt, Thomas T 372,373 

McClellan, George 376 

Price, Sterling 378-380 

War Department, U. S 373 

Mentioned 6, 8, 9, 374-376, 378, 381, 382, 391, 584 

Proclamations - - 370, 371, 374 

Believed from command Department of the West 374 

Harper, Mr. Mentioned - G47 
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Pago. 

Harper, Lieutenant. Mentioned - — 129 

Harper, James. Mentioned - - HO 

Harper, James P. Mentioned * 272,298 

Harper, R. M. Mentioned 

Harrington, F. A. Mentioned --- 284,285 

Harris, Isliam G. Mentioned 612, 013, 601 

Harris, Samuel. Mentioned - 227,233,234 

Harris, Thomas A, 

Correspondence witli Storling Price 684, 701, 717 

Mentioned 40, 187, 200, 201, 394-396, 401, 402, 471, 507 

Report of siege of Lexington, Mo., September 13-20 1S9 

Harrisonville, Mo. 

Action near, July 18. Report of R. T. Yan Horn 41 

Skirmishes at, July 25-27. (Sec Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 

Hart, Captain. Mentioned I® 4 

Hart, H. E. Mentioned - r- • * 136, 137, 291, 293 

JHaskell, Leonidas. Mentioned 542,551 

Haskins, Lieutenant. Mentioned 161 

Hasseudeubel, Francis. Mentioned 17,18,402,403 

Hatch, R. B. Mentioned 271,281 

Hawkins, H. P. 

Mentioned v 3 ® 4 

Report of expedition to Doniphan, Mo., November 13-15 365 

Hawkins, Noel. Mentioned... ^ 94 

Hawthorne, Captain. Mentioned ^39 

Hayes, Josiah E. Mentioned 498 

Hays, Benjamin P. Mentioned 4 ^ 

Hays, Samuel M. Mentioned 488 

Hayward, J. T. K. 

Correspondence with 

Brooks, 458,460,461 

Fr6mont, J olin C - 433 

Mentioned ^ 

Head, C. P. Mentioned 110 

Hebert Louis. , 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo. , August 10 113 

Hecker, Frederick. ’ 

Correspondence with U. S. Grant ‘ 

Mentioned - 46, 430, 442, 445, 462,480,481,494 

Hedgpeth, Isaac N. Mentioned ' 

Heil, Anton. Mentioned 

Heinrichs, Gustavus. Mentioned 

Hendee, C. K. Mentioned f" 

Hendershott, Henry B. Mentioned 642 

Henderson, Brigadier-General. Mentioned - ^54 

Henry, George W. Mentioned. - - 

Henry, Gustavus A., jr. Mentioned • 

(For correspondence, etc., see Gideon J. Pillow.') 

Henrytown, Mo. (See Wet Glaze.) 

Heron, James. Mentioned 

Herron, Prank J. Mentioned 222 

Hescock, Henry. Mentioned 
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Pago. 

Hickman, Ky, 

Engagement at, September 4. (See Missouri , Operations in Southeastern, 

August 28 -September 5.) 

Occupied by Confederate forces September 3. Report of U. S. Grant ICG 

Hicks, John. Mentioned 

Hicks, William D. Mentioned 67 

Hicock, Private. Mentioned - 116 

Higgins, Charles. Mentioned 21, 24 

Highley, Lewis. Mentioned ~8 

Highman, John K. Mentioned - - --- 203, 208, 21(3, 222 

Hildebrand, Mr. Mentioned 100 

Hildebrandt, T. Q. Mentioned - 53 

Hillyer, William S. Mentioned 271 

(For correspondence, etc.,. see Z7. S. Grant.) 

Hindman, T. C. 

Correspondence 'with. 

Adjutant and Inspector-General's Office, C. S. A — 590 

Hardee, William J...". (338 

War Department, C. S - 578, 587, 588, 590 

Mentioned 592, 598, 637, (372, (392, 715, 71(5 

Hinson, R. M. Mentioned... 106, 114, 115, 118 

Hobbs, Albert. Mentioned 104 

Hockaby, Private. Mentioned 29 

Hodge, B. L. Mentioned ; G18 

Hoelcke, William. Mentioned 210,438 

Hogg, Peter. Mentioned 1(31 

Hollins, George N. Mentioned 306,707 

Hollister, George S. Mentioned 1G3, 164, 482 

Holman, John H. Mentioned 442 

Holmes, Captain. Mentioned 232 

Holmes, Samuel A. Mentioned 160, 161, 254 

Holt, Captain. Mentioned 490 

Hopkins, Captain. Mentioned 140 

Hopkins, George W. Mentioned 29 

Hornwood, Adjutant. Mentioned 129 

Houston, Arch. Mentioned 334 

Hovey, A. P. Report of expedition to Big Springs, Mo., September 7 166 

Hovey, Charles E. 

Mentioned 207, 208, 216, 221, 247 

Report of engagement at Fredericktovm, Mo., October 21 221 

Howard, Frank A. Mentioned 98 

Howard, R, V. W. Mentioned 449 

Hoy, Colonel. Mentioned 934 

Hubbard, David. 

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 576 589 

Mentioned 581, 59 b’ 614 

Hubbard, James A. Mentioned 272 293 

Hudson, George. Mentioned 593 

Huff, Ben. Mentioned 429 

Hughes, Lieutenant. Mentioned _ 494 

Hughes, John T. Mentioned .... .................... ......... 32—34 101 192 

Hull, E. B. Mentioned ’ 499’ 492 

Humes, Lieutenant. Mentioned 353 

Hunnewell, Mo. Affair at, August 17. Report and order of John Pope 135 
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Pago. 

Hunt, Captain. Mentioned 694 

Hunt, G. B. Mentioned 331 

Hunt, W. J. 

Mentioned 330 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 330 

Hunter, •. Mentioned 331 

Hunter, . Mentioned.. ?30 

Hunter, Andrew. Mentioned 602 

Hunter, David. 

Assignments to command 353, 501, 567 

Correspondence -with. 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 561, 560 

Fremont, John C 503,517,510,522,531,532,557-550 

Grant, U. S 571 

Lincoln, Abraham ^53 

Price, Sterling 565 

Mentioned 184,504,523,531, 

543-547, 553,555, 557, 550-561, 567, 560, 731, 732, 734, 743, 748, 740 

Repudiates Frdmont’s agreement with. Price 561-565 

Supersedes 550 

Hunter, J. H. 

Arrested by order of M. Jeff. Thompson 140 

Correspondence with M. Jeff. Thompson 140 

Mentioned 130,658,708,730 

Hunter’s Farm. (Sec Belmont, Mo.) 

Hurlbut, S. A. 

Assignments to command 390 

Correspondence with John C. Fr&nont - 306 

Mentioned 

158, 150, 300, 401, 402, 405, 415, 420, 426, 434, 447, 450, 461, 475, 470 

Reports of 

Operations around Kirksville, Mo., August 16-21 - 133 

Operations in Northeastern Missouri, including action at Shelhina, Mo., 

September 4 

Hurst, Edgar V. Mentioned 23-25,128,120 

Huston, Daniel, jr. Mentioned 56,65,70,72 

Hyams, I. P. Mentioned 116 

Hyams, S. M. 

Correspondence with Governor of Louisiana 

Mentioned 113,588 

Report of the battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 lh> 

Hyams, S. M., jr. Mentioned - ^ 

Hyde, Colonel. Mentioned 29 

Hyde, T. V. Mentioned "38 

Hymers, Augustus. Mentioned * -- 

Iberia, Mo. Report of Jefferson C. Davis of expedition Sept. 2 in direction of. 

Illinois. 

Added to the Department of 

Embraced in W estern Department — — - 

Included in Department of the Missouri 567 

Illinois, Governor of. Correspondence with 

Er<5mont, John C.-- - 

War Department, U. S - * 


165 

384 

390 


414- 

439 


I 
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Pago. 

Illinois Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Batteries: 1st Regiment — A, 484; 

33,198, 207, 210, 212, 214, 216, 222, 277-281, 283, 284, 290-292, 296, 297, 452, 465, 533 ; 

C, 528,533; D, 534; 2 d Regiment— A, 172,448; E, 256,208,473,474,480, 533. 
Cavalry: Dollins’ Independent Company, 269, 277, 278, 280, 281, 283,284, 

287 ; Stewart’s Battalion, 197, 198, 207,208, 212, 215, 243, 481, 490, 533 ; Thiele- 
mann’s Dragoons, 302. Regiments : 1st, 136, 137, 243, 244, 250, 420, 429, 448, 

452, 534 ; 2 d, 269, 277, 278, 280, 2S1, 509, 519, 533, 534. Infantry Regiments : 7th, 
523,534; 8 th, 151, 169,197,256,257,482,533 ; 9th, 302,303; 10th, 494,497,501, 

533 ; 11th, 198, 256, 257, 268, 269, 501, 503, 533; 12th, 142, 143, 151, 302, 303, 533 ; 

13th, 15, 237, 238, 241, 242, 391, 401, 533; 14th, 41, 401, 402, 415, 420,420,428, 532; 

15th, 428; 16th, 40, 41, 135, 156, 157, ICO, 167, 172, 170, 193, 391, 420,497 ; 17th, 
208-203, 210-212, 214, 415, 448, 480, 518, 519, 523, 534 ; 18th, 256, 268, 533 ; 19th, 

480, 494, 498, 552; 20th, 52, 146, 170, 198, 207, 212, 269, 391, 400, 488, 530 ; 21st, 

131, 205, 207, 210-218, 400, 401, 420, 428, 444, 402; 22d, 130-138, 198, 269, 272, 275, 
277-281, 291-297, 533;. 23d, 403, 472; 24th, 45, 46, 131, 430, 442, 444, 480, 494, ' 

498, 552; 25th, 172, 452; 27th, 269, 270, 275, 277-280, 282-285, 288, 289, 291; 

28th, 534 ; 29th, 256, 268 ; 30th, 209, 275, 278-280, 282-284, 280, 287, 288, 291. In- 
fantry Regiments: 28th, 534; 29th, 256, 208 ; 30th, 209, 275, 277-280, 282-284, 
280-288,291; 31st, 269, 275, 277-279, 2S2-2S4, 286-289, 291, 344 ; 33d, 207,214, 
216-219,221,223,231; 34th, 552; 36th, 255; 37th, 508,560; 38th, 202, 207, 
216-219; 40th, 302 ; 41st, 142,143,302 ; 44th, 520; 59th (9th Mo.), 403,445. 
Indiana. 

Added to Department of Ohio 384 

Affairs in, generally. (See Thomas to Cameron, pp. 547,548.) 

Indiana, Governor of. Correspondence "with 

Fr 6 mont, JohnC 414,425 

War Department, U. S 439 

Indiana Troops. Mentioned. Cavalry, Regiments: 1st, 202,207,208,213,210, 

217, 219, 221, 492. Infantry, Regiments : 6 th, 552 ; 8 th, 174, 508 ; 10 th, 552 ; 

11 th, 484; 18th, 508; 22d, 508; 23d, 473; 25th, 508; 26th, 182; 29th, 552; 

30th, 552; 32d, 552; 38th, 552; 39th, 552. ‘ 

Indian Territory. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s office, C. S. A 575 

Clark, George W __ 620 

Cooper, Douglass H 544 

Johnson, R. W 598 

McCulloch, Ben 587,590,591,595,597,090,091 

Pike, Albert 572, 580j 623 

Ross, John 596 

Walker, Tandy 625 

War Department, C. S 574 , 575 , 603, 071, 727 

Cherokee Nation 

Alliance with Confederate States 073-070, 692 

_ Neutrality of 580, 587, 590, 591, 595-597, 599, 003, 673-67o’ 690 

Chickasaw Nation. Resolutions of Legislature of 585 

Choctaw Nation. Proclamation of principal chief 593 

McCulloch, Ben. Assigned to command in 575 

Military departments embracing 390,567 

Policy of Confederate Government towards Indian nations 574 - 

„ 578,591,592,598,599,603,071,691 

Indian Troops. 

Mentioned. Regiments: Cooper's, 593, 594, 611, 614, 020,624,625,690; Creek, 
624; Drew’s, 692; Stand Watie’s, 721. 
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412 

405 


Page. 

Indian Troops.— Continued. 

Organization of, for Confederate service - 572, 574, 577, 581, 

683, 587, 589, 593, 594, 597-599, 611, 614, 620, 623-625, 671, 673, 690-692 

Iowa. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from Jolm Edwards 412 

Military departments embracing 390,567 

Iowa, Governor of. ' Correspondence with 

* Edwards, Jolm 

Pope, Jolm - 

Iowa Troops. Mentioned. Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 540; 3d, 167, 422, 495, 

499. Infantry Regiments: 1st, 47,48,60-68,72, 74, 77, 81, 82, 389, 399 ; 2d, 

198, 495, 533, 55(5 ; 3d, 40, 133, 134, 156-159, 167, 176, 193, 194, 472, 497 ; 4th, 255 ; 

5th, 165,172,173,417,448,471,508; 6th, 181,417; 7th, 197, 269, 271, 272, 274, 
275,277-281,280-288,291-298,344,444,486,494,533 ; 8th, 543; 9th, 530; 10th, 
257-259,515,534. 

Ironton, District of. 

Grant, IT. S., assigned to and assumes command of 430,431 

Orders, General. Series 1861, No. 7, 431. 

Ironton and Fredexicktown, Mo. Operations about, October 12-25 (includ- 
ing destruction of Big River Bridge, skirmishes and engagement at Fred- 
oriektown). Reports of 

Baker, Conrad 224 

.Carlin, William 202 > 216-218 

Grant, U. 204 

Hovoy, C. 221 

Joel, E. 205 

Lowe, Aden 266 

McKoovor, O - 

Marsh, C. 

Panabakor, W. 

Plummer, J. B - — 

Purvis, J. 

Ross, L. 

Schofield, J. - 

Shall, D. 

Stewart, .* 

Thompson, M. Jeff — 225 > 227 

White, P. H - 

J. C. Swan, Steamer. Seizure of 686, 887 

Jackson, Mo. 

Expedition to. (See Operations in Missouri, Southeastern, Aug. 28-Sept. 5.) 
Skirmish at, June 24. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) 

Jackson Camp, Mo. C apt me of, May 10. 

Communications from 

Frost, D. M - — 

Harney, W. S 

Lyon, Nathaniel 

Protest of D. M. Frost - 

Report of N. Lyon 

Jackson, Mr. Mentioned - 

Jackson, Captain. Mentioned - 

Jackson, Claiborne F. 

Correspondence with 

Cabell, E. 


203 

212 

214 
206 
231 
210 
222 
235 

215 


5 
8 

6 
7 
4 

134 
. 44 


639 
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Page. 

Jackson, Claiborne F. — Continued. 

Correspondence with. 

Davis, Jefferson • - - - ^17 

Polk, Leonidas - 646 

Wax Department, C. S - 646 

Mentioned. - 11, 12, 14-17, 171, 369, 375, 384, 

386,394,395,412,414, 419, 424, 433, 463, 469, 600, 601,605-607,612,613, 
617,631,632,634,636, 637, 642, 643, 652, 653, 685, 693, 718,741,744,7-18 
(For correspondence, etc., see Missouri, Governor of.) 

Jackson, Congreve. Mentioned 186, 191 

Jackson, Hamilton. Mentioned 657 

Jackson, James S. Mentioned 167 

Jackson, W. H. Mentioned - - - . 307, 327, 328, 355, 643, 655 

Jansen, Matthew. Mentioned 285 

Jefferson, Captain. Mentioned 122 

Jefferson Co., Mo. Expeditions through, Sept. 1-3. Report of C. Harding, jr. 160 

Jennisou, Charles R. Mentioned — 455,482 

Joel, E. M. 

Mentioned .. - - 448 

Reports of skirmishes at Fredericktown, Mo., October 17-18 205 

Johnson, Captain. Mentioned - 26 

Johnson, Captain. Mentioned - 114,115 

Johnson, Lieutenant. Mentioned 106,110 

Johnson, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned 426 

Johnson, Ben. Mentioned 107 

Johnson, Gibson F. Mentioned 621,633,635-640,669 

Johnson, H. F. Mentioned - 164,196,447,499 

Johnson, J. Mentioned 463 

Johnson, Robert W. 

Correspondence with 

Pike, Albert 572 

War Department, C. S 584,598 

Mentioned - 582 

Johnson, Samuel. Mentioned - - - - 136,137 

Johnson, Theodore. Mentioned - - 114-116 

Johnston, Albert S. 

Congratulatory order, Belmont, Mo 311 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 304 

Clark, John B 706 

Gray, A. B - 703 

Hardee, W. J 703,707 

McCulloch, Ben - 708 

Polk, Leonidas 305, 310, 724, 728 

Price, Sterling 719,729,731 

Thompson, M. Jeff' 224, 709, 712 

Indorsement forwarding Thompson’s report, Big River Bridge 225 

Mentioned 228, 266, 305, 311, 498, 501, 

509, 515, 526, 535, 537-539, 550, 688, 708, 709, 714, 720, 734, 735, 738, 739 

Jones, A. W. Mentioned...... - 102 

Jones, L. Mentioned - - - 350, 351, 355 

Jonesborough, Mo. - Skirmishes at, Aug. 21-22. (See Summary of Principal 
Events, p. 2.) 

Jordan, John A. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 602 
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Page. 


Julian, Mr. Mentioned . 559 

Kallman, Herman. Mentioned 130,131,161,431,436 

Kane, Richard. Mentioned 77 

Kansas. 

Mail's in, generally. Communications from . 

Harney, W. S 377 

Kansas, Governor of 405, 468 

» Lane, J. H 529 

Miles, D. S 369 

Prince, W. E 482 

Military departments embracing 390,567 

(For operations on Kansas border, see Missouri.) 

Kansas, Department of. 

Established and limits defined - 567 

Port Leavenworth announced as headquarters 567 

Hunter, David, assigned to command of 567 

Kansas, Governor of. Correspondence with 

Fremont, John C 468 

War Department, U. S - 405 


Kansas Troops. Mentioned. Cavalry Regiments : 2d, 48,58,60,61,62,65-68, 
72, 74,84, 156-160, 172, 182, 399, 406, 466; 5th, 196; 6th, 506; 7th, 367, 499. 
Infantry Regiments : 1st, 48, 60, 61, 65-68, 72, 74, 81, 82-84, 406, 412, 473, 504, 508; 


3d, 447,483; 4th, 446,447,483; 5th, 447,483; 8th, 165. 

Kansas City, Mo., Commander of Post. Correspondence with J. H. Lane.. - 492 

Kappner, I. G. Mentioned - 429 

Kearney, Thomas H. Mentioned 276 

Keller, Mathias. Mentioned 81 

Kellogg, Lucius D. Mentioned 211 

Kelly, Captain. Mentioned - 195 

Kelly, Colonel. Mentioned 30-32, 35-37, 101 

Kelton, John C. 

Correspondence with John C. Frdmont 419 

Mentioned — 424, 502, 508, 527, 555 

(For correspondence, etc., see John C. Fremont. ) 

Kendall, Assistant Surgeon. Mentioned 2/5 

Kendall, George W. Mentioned - 144 

Kennedy, J. B. G. Mentioned - - - 352 

Kent, John B. Mentioned 336 

Kentucky. 

Mairs in, generally. Communications from 

Frdmont, John C - 478 

Polk, Leonidas - - 

Prentiss, B. 406 

Thomas, L ^40 

War Department, U. S — - 4/0,538 

Southwestern. 

Embraced in Department of the Missouri 567 

Trade and intercourse with people of, prohibited loO 

Union forces in, east of Tennessee River. Statement of 552 

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. Stone’s (Light Battery), 552. 4th Cavalry, 

552. 3d (5th) Infantry, 552. 

Kimball, John D. (For correspondence, etc., see Arkansas Legislature.) 

Kimball, Milton S. Mentioned - - - 211 

Kimble, Lieutenant. Mentioned 29 
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King, Captain. Mentioned DR 129 

King, Captain. Mentioned. - * 107 

King, Major. Mentioned - m 

King, J. M. Mentioned.-..- V'CHH.'-MMIO, 124 

King, Thomas. Mentioned * ' 

Kingsbury, Mentioned - * 49 94R 

Kirby, Jesse C. Mentioned ; ^ 

Kirksville, Mo. Report of S. A. Hurlbut of operations around, August 16-21- 133 

Kirkwood, Samuel J. (For correspondence, etc., see Iowa , Governor of.) 

Kitchen, — : — . Mentioned.. - 

Kittridge, Charles W . Mentioned 7 n ".'"",'p"7"T\ 

Klapsford, Mo. Skirmish at, August, 19. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 2. ) 

Klinger, Frederick. Mentioned * 

Kneisley, Captain. Mentioned itu, ljv, uo 

Knight, John F. Mentioned - * 

Koerner, Gustavus. Mentioned - o.34,52S 

(For correspondence, etc., see John C. Fremont.) 

Koniuszeski, Xj. E. Mentioned ..... 49 

Kraut, Henry. Mentioned 430, 438, 443, 461, 472 

Krech, Ernst. Mentioned 

Krekel, Arnold. Mentioned 47b 

Krenyhoff, Louis. Mentioned * 

Lagow, Clark B. Mentioned 

Lakin, James F. Mentioned - 194 

Lamb, Alexander H. Mentioned • 

Lamden, Dr. Mentioned — 208,234 

Lane, J. H. 

Correspondence with 

Frdinont, John C 181, 183, 446, 447, 500, 505, 515, 522, 554, 557, 558 

Kansas City, Mo. Commauder of post 492 

Lincoln, Abraham - 529 

Montgomery, James 45o 

Prince, W. E 163, 164, 181, 184, 446, 453, 454, 465, 475, 482, 483, 485, 490, 498 

Sturgis, Samuel 1 84 > 516, 520, 521 

Mentioned .... 162, 164, 165, 177-179, 184, 185, 455, 469, 475, 483, 493, 500, 516, 517, 521, 
526, 527, 531, 533, 546, 551, 554, 555, 583, 589, 594, 624, 736, 742, 743, 748 

Reports of 

Dry Wood Creek. Action at, September 2 163 

Morristown, Mo. Skirmish at, September 17 — 196 

Osceola, Mo. Skirmish at and destruction of, September 22 (?)-. 196 

Lane, W. P. Mentioned - I 20 

Langan, John M. Mentioned 355 

(For correspondence, etc., see M. Jeff. Thompson.) 

Langen, Edward. . Mentioned 2 ^ 

Latta, S. R. Mentioned* 334 

Laughliu, Henry. Mentioned - 238,239 

Lauman, Jacob G. 

Correspondence with 

Frdmont, John C 440 


534,538 


Grant, U. S 


502,503 


Mentioned 271, 272, 277, 280, 291, 293 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 296 

Lawler, Michael K. 

Mentioned - 266, 257 

Reports of skirmishes at Charleston and Fish Lake, Mo., August 19-20. .... 136 
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Lawrence, Captain. Mentioned 425 

Leaky, . Mentioned — 2 ® 

Leavenworth, Fort, Kans. (See Fort Leavenworth, Fans.). 

Lee, Robert E. Mentioned........ - 658 

Leeper, Mr. .Mentioned 665 

Leeper, Matthew. Mentioned . 698 

Leffingwell, W. E. Correspondence with John. Pope 672 

Leonard, Colonel. Mentioned - 44 -6 

Lewis, Charles. Mentioned — - 91,92 

Lexington, Mo. 

Descent of Union troops on, October 16. Report of Prank J . White 246 

Siege of, September 13-20. Reports of 

Harris, Thomas A. 4 ®9 

Price, Sterling (September 10-20) 185 

Rains, James 16® 

Union commanders - 171-185 

Lexington, U. S. Gunboat. Mentioned 162, 

167-169,200,270,275,276,278,281,201,450,481,531 

Lincoln, Abraham. 

Correspondence with 

Army Headquarters ^27 

Blair, Frank P., jr 430 

Curtis, Samuel 553,555 

Frdmont, John C 416, 427, 440, 441, 443, 469, 470, 477, 478, 485, 538 

Guri oy, J ohn A - 611 

Hunter, D 653 

Lane, J. II 629 

Phelps, John S * 43 9 

War Department, U. 42 9? 493, 513 

Mentioned 184, 185, 373, 376, 381, 395, 427, 431, 440, 441, 464, 470, 491, 494, 512, 

513, 532, 533, 538, 539, 543, 555, 565, 566, 568, 569, 587, 604, 669, 693, 710 

Linder, William F. Mentioned 134 

Lindsay, Captain. Mentioned — * 33 9 

Lines, E. C. D. Mentioned ®6 

Linn Creek, Mo. 

Affair at, October 14. Reports of 

Wright, Clark 242 

Wyman, John 244 

Skirmish near, October 16. Report of Clark Wright 246 

Little Blue, Mo. Action at, Nov. l^L. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 3.) 

Little, Henry. Mentioned 662, 608, 617, 618 

(For correspondence, etc., see Sterling Price.) 

Little Rock Arsenal, Ark. Transferred to the Confederate Government.. 582 
Little Santa Fe, Mo. Action at, Nov. 6. (See Summary of Principal Events , p. 3. ) 

Lobdell, L. Mentioned - 24 6i 361 

Lodwick, Captain (Steamer Kentucky). Mentioned — .................... 308,363 

Logan, John A. 

Mentioned - 278-280,282,286 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 287 

Logwood, T. H, Mentioned 329,347,351 

Long, Lieutenant. Mentioned 329 

Long, T. I. Mentioned - 355 

Lookout Station, Mo. Report of B. W. Grover of attack on railroad train 
near, August 20 - 443 
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Looney, William A. Mentioned * 283,288 

Loos, Frederick. Mentioned — 42 

Lotkrop, W. L. 

Mentioned - 13, 49, 56, 58, 65, 70, 78, 79, 81, 406 

Statement aa to conduct of Franz Sigel at battle .of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., 

August 10 95 

Loudermilk, Sergeant. Mentioned 120 

Louisiana, Governor of. Correspondence -with 

Davis, Jefferson 588 

Hyams, S. M - \ 589 

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned. Artillery Batteries : Point Coupee, 307, 309, 

352, 353, 699, 723 ; Watson, 304, 306, 307, 309, 325, 328, 330, 333, 335, 343, 350, 355, 

356, 358, 359, 723. Infantry, Battalions : Kennedy’s, 352, 723. Regiments : 

3d, 100, 102, 105-107, 110-113, 115-117, 120-122, 125, 127-129, 588, 589, 611, 690, 

730, 743 ; 4th, 588 ; 5th, 588 ; 6 th, 588 ; 11th, 304, 306, 307, 321, 327, 347, 353- 
355, 359, 363, 364, 699, 723; 12th, 353,699, 723. 

Lowe, Aden. 

Correspondence -with M. Jeff. Thompson 155, 680, 712, 713 

Mentioned 199, 203, 204, 206- 

208, 211, 212, 215, 222, 227, 231, 233, 234, 248,519, 523,524,529, 642,681 

Report of affairs at Fredorickto-wn, Mo., October 16-17 236 

Lucas Bend, Mo. 

Engagements at, September 8-10. Reports of 

Grant, U.S. 168 

Waagncr, G - 167 

Reconnaissance to, October 7. Reports of 

Grant, U.S 199 

Walko, Henry 200 

Lyon, Colonel. Mentioned 609 

Lyon, Nathaniel. 

Assumes command of the Department of the West 381 

Correspondence -with 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 382,384,394 

Army Headquartors 397 

Frost, Daniel M 7 

Harding, Chester, jr 3S5, 386, 388, 389, 394, 395, 397, 400, 407, 408 

McClellan, George B 335 

Schofield, J. M 19 

Sturgis, Samuel D 411 

War Department, U. S 334 333 

Wright, Clark. dOO^ll 

Mentioned 47 8,14-16 49- 

51, 54, 55, 57-62, 65, 67, 69, 71, 73-75, 77, 78, 81-87, 89, 90, 92^-97, 100, 104- 
107, 110, 117, 127, 370,376, 387, 389-392, 395, 398,419, 420,424,425,433, 
439,446,460, 464, 499, 512, 545, 546, 600,606,611, 613,618,654,686,744 

Relinquishes command of Saint Louis Arsenal 382 

Reports of 

Boonoville, Mo. Engagement at, June 17 11,12 

Camp Jackson, Mo. Capture of, May 10 4 

Dug Springs, Mo. Skirmish at, August 2 47 

Potosi, Mo. Expedition to, May 15 9 

Saint Louis riot, May 11 9 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Operations, August 5-9 57 

Thanks of U. S. Congress to 93 
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Lyon, Nathaniel — Continued. 

Union forces under command of 

Brigade organization, July 24 406 

Return of strength, July 2 380 

Lytle, Robert P. Mentioned 284 

Mabry, H. P. Mentioned 110 

McAdams, Samuel G, Mentioned 136,137,272,293 

Me Alee, Mr. Mentioned - 434,450 

McAlexander, Z. P. Mentioned 106,110 

McAllister, William H. Mentioned ... 40 

McArthur, John. Mentioned 148 

McBride, J. H. Mentioned . . 45, 98, 100, 101, 103, 105, 106, 187, 190-192, 229, 391, 611, 731 

McCarey, Captain. Mentioned 200 

McClean, Lieutenant. Mentioned — 129 

McClellan, George B. ... t , 

Correspondence with g/ y. ' 

Harding, Chester 1 , jr - 385,386,390,391,400 

Harney, William S 376 

Lyon, Nathaniel - ‘ 385 

Mentioned 299, 384, 385, 388, 391, 392, 394-396, 399-401, 517, 560, 570 

(For correspondence, etc., see also Army Headquarters.) 

McClelland, James S. Mentioned - » 165 

McClernand, John A. 

Assigned, to duty as commander of Post Cairo, 111 470 

Correspondence with 

Fremont, John C 143, 474, 475, 480, 488 

Grant, U. S 144,494,534 

Mentioned 142, 144, 146, 256, 269- 

272, 276, 285, 287-289, 291, 292, 296, 304, 470, 493, 498, 507, 533, 534, 556, 558 
Reports of 

Belmont, Mo. Engagement at, November 7 277 

Norfolk, Mo. Reconnaissance towards, September 10 . 169 

McClure, James R. Mentioned 157,159 

McClurken, Thomas. Mentioned 281,282,286,354,364 

McCook, Edwin S. Mentioned..... 287,289 

McCormick, Duncan. Mentioned - 285 

McGowan, Captain. Mentioned - 26 

McCown, George W. Mentioned 353,610 

McCown, James. 

Correspondence with M. Jeff. Thompson - 153 

Mentioned - — 139, 153 

Report of engagement near Carthage, Mo., July 5 25 

McCown, John P. 

Correspondence with 

Pillow, Gid. J - 561 

Thompson, M. Jeff 664, 666 

Mentioned 307-309, 327, 

329, 352, 360, 644, 650, 651, 653, 654, 657, 658, 660, 665, 678, 694, 699, 723, 730 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 352 

Me Crowder, Thomas M. Mentioned 25 

Me Cull a’ s Store, Mo. Skirmishes at, July 26 and August 3. (See Summary 
of Principal Events, p. 2.) 

McCulloch, Captain. Mentioned 192 
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McCulloch, Ben. 

Assigned to command in' Indian Territory 575 

Congratulatory addresses to citizens and soldiers, Wilson's Creek, Mo ... . 108, 653 
Correspondence -with 

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 575,599,698,742 

Arkansas, Governor of 710 

Brown, James 673,690 

Davis, Jefferson — 071 

Drew, John * 673, 690, 691 

Hardee, W. J 072 

Johnston, A. S 708 

Price, Sterling 102, 608, 721, 722, 727, 730, 736-738 

Ross, John 591,596,673,690 

Ross, William P 673,690 

Vann, J 673,690 

War Department, C. S 130, 579, 581-583, 587, 590, 594, 

595, 597, 600, 603, 606, 610, 615, 622, 623, 652, 689, 691, 694, 717, 718, 733, 743 

Mentioned ll, 12, 15, 39, 48, 54, 65, 94, 97-100, 107, 111, 115,117- 

• 119, 121, 124, 126-128, 178, 179, 181, 183, 184, 249, 382, 409, 430, 453, 454, 
462, 472, 488,517,525, 528, 545,546,569, 574,581, 587-590, 602, 603,607, 
608, 613,616-618, 624,626,627, 634,637, 639,643, 652, 654,669, 671,675, 


682, 687, 689, 695-698, 710, 711, 715, 718-720, 724, 727, 732, 734, 735, 744 
Orders, General, series 1861 : No. 22, 102; No. 24, 107; No. 27,108; No. 43, 700. 


Organization of troops under command of, July 29 102 

Proclamations 109,700 

Reports of 

Neoslio, Mo. Capture of Union Troops at, July 5 39 

Operations in Missouri in connection with Price 743 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Battle of, August 10 104,107 

McDavitt, Corporal, Mentioned 355 

MacDonald, Colonel. Mentioned 192 

MacDonald, Emmett. Mentioned 25,186,189 

McDonald, John. 

Proclamation to citizens of Saint Genevieve, Mo 133 

Reports of expeditions to 

Benton, Commerce, Hamburg, andPrice's Landing, Mo., August 7-10.. 52 

Saint Genevieve, Mo., August 15-16 132 

McDonough, Private. Mentioned 355 

McElrath, Captain. Mentioned 24,129 

McFarland, Peter, Mentioned 82 

McGekee, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned., 665 

McGonigle, James. Mentioned - 82 

McGuire (Spy). Mentioned 665 

McIntosh, James. 

Mentioned ’..... - 38,50,51,97, 


99, 105-107, 113-116, 118, 120, 121, 573, 575, 583, 607, 611, 730, 731, 744, 748 


Reports of 

Dug . Springs, Mo. Skirmish at, August 2 51 

Neoslio, Mo. Capture of Union troops at, July 5 39 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Battle of, August 10 110 

Mclvor, Duncan. Mentioned 106, 110 

Mackall, W. W. Mentioned ■- 311 


(Por correspondence, etc., see A. S. Johnston.) 
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McKeever, Chauncey. Page. 

Correspondence with John C. Fremont 510 

Mentioned ■ 530, 543, 549, 558, 567 

Report of operations about Ironton and Fredericktown, Mo., October 12-15. 203 

(For correspondence, etc., see also John C. Frfinont.) 

McKenny, Captain. Mentioned .• 129 

McKinney, F. M. Mentioned : .... 24 

McKinstry, J. 

Correspondence with John C. Frdmont 504, 557, 558 

Mentioned 390, 401, 

402, 409, 410, 442, 444, 464, 502, 504, 519, 522, 531, 540, 543, 544, 550, 551, 

McKinzie, Captain. Mentioned 37 

McKissock, . Mentioned 178 

McLaughlin, George H. Mentioned t . 49, 56, 78, 79 

Maclean, L. A. 

Mentioned 22, 127 " 

Report of movements August 2 103 

McMackin, W. E. Correspondence with U. S. Grant 438 

MoMahan, Lieutenant. Mentioned 129 

McMasters, S. Y. Mentioned 285 

McMertre, [McMurtry,] Colonel. Mentioned 22 

McMichael, William. (For correspondence, etc., see John C. Frumont. ) 

McNairy, F. H. Mentioned 344-346 

McNeil, Captain. Mentioned 33, 34 

McNeil, John. 

Appointed military commander of Saint Louis, Mo 410 

Correspondence with John C. Frdmont 410, 436 

Mentioned 393,401-403 

McNulta, John. 

Mentioned 420, 421, 426 

Correspondence with John Pope 423 

McRae, D. 

Mentioned 106,606,744 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 112 

Majoi-, J. P. Mentioned 100, 101 

Mallory, S. R. Mentioned 306 

(For correspondence, etc., see Navy Department, C. S.) 

Malone, Matthew. Mentioned - 83 

Mandazy, Louis. Mentioned - - 79 

Manter, Francis H. Mentioned 68,207,222 

Marchbanks, Captain. Mentioned 27 

Marckley, (Thomas G. Mentioned 281,282,286 

Marks, S. F. 

Mentioned 307-309, 321, 324, 327, 347, 353, 723 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 354 

Marmaduke, J. S. Mentioned 707 

Marsh, C. C. • 

Correspondence with 

Fr6mont, John C * 425, 429, 448 

Grant, TJ. S 214,274 

Prentiss, B. M 419 

Price, Charles 449 

Thompson, M. Jeff 450 

Mentioned 143, 145, 

146, 197, 207, 208, 219, 220, 399, 401, 407, 411, 419, 449, 450, 481, 488, 662 

Report of engagement at Fredericktown, Mo., October 21 212 

50 R R — YOL III 


* 
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578 


Marshall, F. J. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis 

Marshall, Thomas A. 454, 471, 483 

Mentioned - ’ ’ 

Correspondence with John Pope • * * 

Martial Law declared in Missouri and Saint Louis ’ — 

Martin, Mr. Mentioned 

Martin, Lieutenant. Mentioned - 

Martin, Major. Mentioned.. 

Martin, Charles C. Mentioned 

Martinsburg, Mo. Skirmish at, July 18. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) 

Mason, A. L. Mentioned 

Mason, John W. Mentioned....... * 

Mathews, William. Mentioned 

Matthews, . Mentioned 

Maurice, Thomas D. Mentioned - 

Maury, M. F. Mentioned 

Maxwell, Thomas L. Mentioned - " ' " 7 * 

Mayfield Creek, Ky. Skirmish at, September 21-22. (See Summary of Pnn- 


229 
28,129 
. 129 

25 

621,723 


192 

463 

490 

68 

716 

114 


cipal Events, p. 3.) 


246 

jYLaysneia, x ouuiaiu. rn.ou.uj.vi.ivu. -- 

Medoc Mo. Skirmish at, August 23. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 

’ „ __ n 390,464,542,549 

iviexgs ; mouiguuidi) - 

(For correspondence, etc., see Qiiarferniaster-GencrciVs Office, U. S. A.) 

10,87 

iYieicner, n. rntjunuiiou - - 


221 

.Mellon, Henry H. Mentioned — - - 


507 



285 

Merritt, William H. 

56,70,81,399 



81 

It ep or 13 or oa/uiie ux vv nauu o 

Mexico, Mo. Skirmish at, July 15. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 1.) 

334 

miaaiemas, xjiouucutwjLo. ayavju.uxvjli.vu. 


45 
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Miles, D. S. Correspondence with Army Headquarters 


369 


Miles, J. R. Mentioned 

Millar, William. Mentioned 41 _ 

Miller, Dr. Mentioned 

Miller, Mr. Mentioned 

Miller, Captain. Mentioned 

Miller, Major. Mentioned - 

Miller, George. Mentioned - 

Miller,. James. Mentioned 

Miller, John H. . 

Correspondence with M. Jeff. Thompson 

Mentioned 328,329,346,352.664 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 

Miller, Joseph H. Mentioned 3 

Miller, Madison. Mentioned b ’ 

Milligan, Judge. Mentioned - ' iao 1Q2 

' Milton, G. B. Mentioned * 1J • _ 

Mings, Captain. Mentioned 

Mings, Captain. Mentioned 


545 

705 

490 

659 

246 

353 


101 

129 
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Minnesota. Military departments embracing 390, 567 

Minnesota Troops. Mentioned. 2d Infantry, 548. 

Mississippi, Governor of. Correspondence -with. Jefferson Davis 672 

Mississippi River. Reports of U. S. Grant and Henry Walke of reconnaissance 

down, October 18 248 

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Batteries : Hudson’s, 699, 723 ; 
Smith’s, 308, 309, 326, 327, 343, 344, 349, 352, 353, 640, 699. Cavalry, Battalions : 

1st (Miller’s), 243, 244, 306, 329, 345, 350, 351, 355, 356, 658, 663, 669, 723 ; Compa- 
nies : Cole’s, 699, 723 ; Hudson’s, 699, 723 ; Klein's, 699. Infantry, Battalions : 
Blythe’s, 304, 321, 343-347, 356, 364, 699, 723; Regiments, 13th, 723; 22d, 

723; 25th, 613,621,627,723. 

Missouri. i 


Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 376,399,532,540 

Allen, Robert 549 

Arkansas, Governor of 616 

Army Headquarters 419,491,500,568 

Blair, Frank P., jr 374, 375, 387, 400. 430 

Blair, Montgomery „• 395, 419 

Broadwell, W. A 741 

Brooks, J. W 457 


Cabell, E. C 600,603,605,652 

Clark, John B 706 

Curtis, Samuel R * 566, 567, 569 

Davis, Jefferson • 599,605 

Edwards, John 412 

Fr6mont, John C 410, 414, 416, 419, 425, 426, 

431, 432, 436, 439, 440, 470, 477, 478, 492, 493, 494, 498, 506, 538, 561, 563, 567 

Gantt, Thomas 372 

Gurley, John A 511 

Harding, Chester, jr 390-393, 399, 400 

I-Iarney, W. S 369-371,373-375,377-379,381,383 

Hayward, J. T. K 433,458,460,461 

Hunter, David _ 561,565,569 

Indiana, Governor of. 425 

Jackson, C. F 639,646,717 

Johnston, A. S . - - 708 

Lincoln, Abraham 429, 443, 469, 485, 493, 553, 555 

Lyon, Nathaniel 382, 384, 387-389, 394, 395, 397, 407, 408 

McClellan, George B - - - - -385,390 

McCulloch, Ben 718 

McKee ver, Chauncey - 539 

Phelps, John S - 430 

Pillow, Gideon J... 639 

Plumly, B. Rush 516,517,535 

Polk, Leonidas — — - 687 

Pope, John 395,396,405,423,456 

Price, Sterling 375,379,380,565 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, IJ. S. A — . 409,463 

Reynolds, Thomas C 599 

State Department, U. S — 409 

Thomas, L 540 

Thompson, M. Jeff * 601 

Tumley, P. T 550 
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Missouri — Continued. 

Affairs in, generally. Communications from 

War Department, C. S - 584,603,646 

War Department, U. S ... 384, 420, 428, 439, 441, 491, 494, 538 

Agreement between Fremont and Price - 561-565 

Aid, &c., to be furnished by Confederate States 594, 

599,603-608,612,615-617,622,639,646,706,741,742 

Arms for Union men in - 374 

Claims for compensation for service, &c ' 511-515, 538 

Convention between Harney and Price 374-380,383 

Estimate of troops in, July 15, under McCulloch and Price i 608 

Fremont’s emancipation proclamation 466, 469, 477 , 485, 492, 539, 543 

Harney’s proclamations to people of - - 371, 374 

Irregularities in 511-515, 538 

(See also L. Thomas 7 report, p. 540.) 

McCulloch’s operations in, in connection with Price - 743 

McCulloch’s proclamation to people of 109 

Martial law declared in 467 

Military departments embracing 384, 390, 567, 691 

Militia. Authority to raise 565 

Operations in 

Kansas border. Communications from 

Berry, M. P 483 

Fr6mont, John C 500,521,522,554 

Lane, J. H 446, 447, 453, 454, 465, 475, 485, 490, 492, 498, 505, 515, 516, 521 

Montgomery, James 453 

Plurnly, B. Rush 516,517 

Prince, W. E 446,455,475,483 

Sturgis, Samuel D 520 

(See also Ball’s Mills, Dry Wood Creels, Fort Seott, Harrisonville, Little 
Blue, Morristown, and Osceola.) 

Northern. , 

Communications from 

Army Headquarters 185 

Asboth, A - 179 

Curtis, Samuel R 474 

Davis, Jefferson C 171-173, 175-182, 471, 472, 484, 496 

Fremont, John C 172- 

177, 179-185, 398, 417, 425, 428, 461, 468, 470-473, 477, 491, 500, 507 

Grant, U. S 452,454,463,465 

Hurlbut, S. A 396 

Missouri, Governor of 174 

Morgan, W. James 486 

Pope, John - 176, 398, 

403, 405, 421, 423, 426, 435, 447, 456, 471, 474, 475, 479, 487, 495, 497, 498 

Prentiss, B. M. 183 

Price, Tbomas L. 183 

Prince, W. E 181,184 

« Sturgis, Samuel D - - 184, 475, 476, 483 

Reports of, August 30-September 7. 

Blair, C. W - 160 

Cloud, William F 160 

Hurlbut, S. A 166 
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Missouri— Continued. 

Operations in 
Northern. 

Koports of, August 30-Septomber 7. 

Williams, Nelson G : 158 

(See also Athens, Big Hurricane Creelc, Big Springs, Blue Mills, 

Blue Mills Landing, Brunswlclc, Edina, Etna, Fulton, Green’s 
forces, Hnnnewell, Kirlcsville, Klapsford, Loolcout Station, Mex- , ' 
ico, Monroe Station, Monticello Bridge, Old Randolph, Palmyra, 
Shelbina, Spring Hill, and Wentsville. 

Southeastern (including operations in Western Kentucky). 

Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A.... 311,312,592,684 

Arkansas, Governor of : 726,742 

Bland, P. E 462 

Carlin, W. P 202 

Curtis, Samuel E 553 

Davis, Jefferson 311, 312, 317 

ElAmont, John C . 141-143, 146, 149, 203, 267, 268, 300, 420, 427, 430, 436, 
437, 441-443, 451, 453, 471, 476, 480, 481, 484, 489, 492, 505, 507, 508, 539 

Grant, U. S 144-148, 204, 209, 212, 214, 257, 259, 268-270, 273, 

274, 432, 438, 440, 442, 444, 445, 448, 479-481, 484, 486-491, 494, 495, 497, 
501-504, 506, 509-511, 515, 518, 519, 523, 528, 631, 534, 536, 556, 570, 571 

Gray, A. B : 651,687,688,703,715,720 

Hardee, W. J 235, 614-616, 

618-620, 629, 633, 635, 636, 641, 644, 664, 679, 693, 696, 702, 703, 705, 707 

Harding, Chester, jr 394 

Harney, W. S 376 

Johnston, A. S 225, 304, 310, 709 

Lincoln, Abraham 427 

McClellan, George B 386,400 

McClernand, John A 474,475,488 

McCown, J.P *. ■ 661 

McKoever, Chauncey ■ 510 

Marsh, C. C .419, 425, 429, 448, 449 

Neely, E. P 662 

Paine, E. A - 302 

Pillow, Gideon J 313,619,620,626-628,630,631,634,639, 

642, 644-646, 654, 658, 660, 664-666, 668, 670, 671, 676, 677, 685, 739, 740 

Plummer, J. B 515,523,527 

Polk, Leonidas 305, 311, 312, 317, 335, 338, .542, 

357, 617, 620, 650, 653, 657, *662, 668, 669, 682, 683, 707, 716, 724-726, 728 

Prentiss, B. M 395, 406, 407, 411, 419 

Eeynolds, Thomas C 449 

Eodgers, John 450 

Smith, C. P 301-303,510 

Thompson, M. Jeff. 153,155,223,224,226,228-230, 

262-264, 450, 608, 621, 622, 624, 631, 632, 641, 643, 646-650, 655, 656, 659, 

661, 663, 664, 666, 669, 677, 680-682, 698, 701, 709, 711-714, 728, 739-741 

Tippen, W - - 628 

War Department, C. S 742 

Wickliffe, C 733 

Williams, W.O 694 

Eeports of, from August 28-September 5. 

Frdmont, John C — 141 

Grant, U. S 1 - 143-145,148-150 
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Missouri — Continued. • 


Pago. 


Operations in 

Southeastern (including operations in Western Kentucky). 


Keports of, from August 28-Septeihber 5. 

Oglesby, Rickard J - - -------- 151 

Rodgers, John 152 

Thompson, M. Jeff - 153, 154 

Waagner, G 151 

Reports of expeditions against Thompson’s forces, November 2-12. 

Borland, Solon - 265 

Carlin, W. P 2(50 

Grant, TJ. S - 2(57 

Oglesby, Richard J - 25(5 

Perczel, Nicholas 258 

Thompson, M. Jeff 260,201 


(See also Belmont, Benton, Blade River, Centrcville, Charleston, 
Columbus, Commerce , Doniphan, Farmington, Fish Lake , Frccl- 
erielctoivn, Freeman’s forces, Hamburg, Hickman, Hunter’s Farm, 
Ironton, Jackson, Jefferson County, Lucas Bend, Martinsburg, 
Mayfield Creek, Mississippi River, Morse’s Mills, New Madrid, 
Norfolk, Potosi, Price’s Landing, Saint Genevieve, Thompson’s 
forces, and Underwood’s Farm.) 

South-western. 


• Communications from 


Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 598, 599 

Brown, B. Gratz 384 

Davis, E. M 424 

Davis, Jefferson C 472 

Dodge, G. M 533, 537, 557 

Frdmont, John C 398, 

425, 439, 440, 503, 504, 517-519, 522, 523, 530, 532, 534, 535, 557-559 

Hunter, David 519, 522, 531 , 569 

J ohnston, A. S 729 

Jordan, John A 602 

Lyon, Nathaniel 19, 385, 386, 388, 394, 395, 397, 411 

McCulloch, Ben : . . . . 102, 594, 600, 

606, 608, 610, 622, 652, 653, 671, 672, 718, 721, 730, 733, 736, 738, 742, 743 

Montgomery, H. A 734 

Plumly, B. Rush.. 516,517 

Polk, Leonidas 724 

Pope, John 527-572 

Prentiss, B. M 547 

Price, Sterling 684,701,717,719,722,727,731,732,734,736,737 

Shaw, S. B 304 

Sigel, Franz.. __ 524-526; 555 

War Department, C. S 615 953 

Wright, Clark 409^411 

Wyman, J. B 465,533 

Report of L. A. Maclean of movements, August 2. 103 


(See also Bennight’s Mills, Booneville, Brier Fork, Carthage, Clin- 
tonville, Columbia, Dallas, Dry Fork Creek, Dug Springs, Forsyth, 
Iberia, Jonesborough, Lexington, Linn Creek, Little Santa Fe, Me- 
Culla’s Store, Modoc Mills, Neosho, Papinsville, Fomme de Terre, 
Springfield, Texas County , Warrensburg, Wet Glaze, Wilson’s 
Creek, and Wright County.) 
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Missouri— Continued. 

State Guard. 

Casualties 1st Brigade, 2d Division, at Wilson’s Creek 129 

Ordered to assemble 592 

Missouri, Department of tlie. 

Established and limits doiined 567 

Hallook, H. W., assigned to command 567 

Missouri, Governor of. Correspondence with 

Frdmout, John C - 174 

War Department, C. S 584 


Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.*) Artillery Batteries: Bled- 
soe’s, 31, 127-129, 186; Clark’s, 186; Guibor’s, 186; Kelly’s, 187,191, 195. 
Infantry Regiments : 1st (Bowen’s), 602, 604, 613, 626, 644, 645, 699, 723; State 
Guard,' 20-37, 50, 51, 98-109, 127-129, 131, 139, 153-155, 185-193,195,200,223- 
228, 231-234, 236, 260-265, 

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.!) Artillery, Battalions: Backof’s, 
17-19, 48, 65, 86, 91, 113, 115, 117, 127,382, 406, 520. Batteries: Boyle’s [Bu- 
d’s?], 454. Regiments: 1st Light. Batteries: A, 207,216-218,222,223; I, 
302, 401, 497. Cavalry : Benton Hussars, 197, 207, 208, 212, 215, 243, 256, 534 ; 
Bishop’s, 499; Bowen’s, 240; Cass County Home Guards, 455; Epp- 
stein’s, 171; Fremont’s Body Guard, 249-253; Fremont Hussars, 175,473; 
Loring’s, 158; Nugent's, 180; Van Horn’s, 41-44; White’s, 250, 252, 253. 
Regiments : 1st, 246, 247, 518, 531, 532, 544 ; 3d, 487 , 495 ; 6th, 217 , 218, 237 , 239- 
242, 246, 250, 255, 364-366. Engineers: Bissell’s, 525, 526. Infantry: Bayles’ 
Company, 382,402; Benton Cadets, 249, 518 ; Marion Battalion, 40,41; 
Osterhaus’ Battalion, 60-62, 65, 66, 68, 406. Regiments: 1st, 10, 11, 13, '48, 
60-62, 65-68,72, 74-76, 81, 82, 382, 389, 406, 411 ; 2d, 11, 13, 48,60, 65,77, 131, 385, 
388, 389, 401-403, 406, 438, 442 ; 3d, 12, 13, 16-19, 38, 47, 48, 60, 65, 85-88, 382, 
406, 520 ; 4th, 3S2, 401, 403 ; 5th, 12, 17-19, 47, 48, 60, 65, 86-88, 382, 406 ; 6th, 46, 
382, 391, 396,400, 430, 462, 518, 532; 7th, 382, 387-389, 518,544; 8th, 52,132, 
149,396, 401-403, 433, 480; 9th (59th Ills.), 131, 143, 403,445, 508,514; 10th, 
160,254; 11th, 206,207,212,214,505,534; 12th, 520; 13th (See Ohio Troops 
Mentioned, 22 d Iiegiment Infantry)-, 17th, 520; 22d, 487, 495; 23d, 487, 495, 
497; 24th, 530; 25th, 181,482, 483,493; 27th, 140; 29th, 205. Sharpshoot- 
ers: Holman’s, 249. U. S. R. C. : 1st, 393,436 ; 2d, 393, 436; 3d, 393,436, 
520 ; 4th, 12, 384, 393, 430, 436 ; 5th, 10, 11, 389, 393, 436 ; 1st Northeast, 156, 


167, 471, 487, 488, 495. 

Mitchell, Captain. Mentioned 192 

Mitchell, Colonel. Mentioned 616 

Mitchell, L. B. Mentioned 208 

Mitchell, Robert B. Mentioned 56, 65, 67, 70, 83, 84, 399 

Mitchell, Samuel. Mentioned 122 

Mitchell, Thomas. Mentioned 222 

Monday Hollow, Mo. (See Wet Glaze, Mo.) 

Moise, Judge. Mentioned 689 

Monroe, Colonel. Mentioned 35 

Monroe Station, Mo. Report of Robert F. Smith of skirmishes near and at, 

July 9-11 - - 

Montague, Cave. Mentioned - 295 

Montgomery, Major. Mentioned - 107 

Montgomery, Bacon. Mentioned 239,240 


40 


*This reference ia incomplete, it being impossible to identify organizations. 

tHomo Guards omitted, save where the organization has been officially designated in the United 
States Volunteer Register. 
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Montgomery, F. A. Report of skirmish at Underwood’s farm, Mo., October 14.. 244 

Montgomery, H, A. Correspondence with "War Department, C. S 734 

Montgomery, James. 

Correspondence with J. H. Lane. 453 

Mentioned 163, 164, 185, 196, 425, 447, 453-455, 526, 583, 624 

Montgomery, Samuel. Mentioned.. 239 

Monticello Bridge, Mo. Skirmish at, September 6. (See Summary of Princi- 
pal Events, j>. 2.) 

Moore, . Mentioned 664 

Moore, Captain. Mentioned 28 

Moore, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned 498 

Moore, David. Mentioned 134, 156, 157, 167, 447 

Moore, M. H. Correspondence with M. Jeff. Thompson 224 

Moore, Robert S. Mentioned 285 

Moore, T. O. (See Louisiana, Governor of.) 

Moorman, George T. Mentioned 353 

Morgan, Francis. Mentioned 132 

Morgan, J. H. Mentioned 334 

Morgan, James D. Mentioned 494,501 

Morgan, W. E. Mentioned 334 

Morgan, W. James. Correspondence with John C. Frdmont 486 

Morine, John. Mentioned 49,65,78,79 

Morris, Major. Mentioned 129 

Morris, George W. Mentioned 25 

Morris, Samuel. Mentioned 92 

Morristown, Mo. Report of J ames H. Lane of skirmish at, September 17 . . . 196 

Morse’s Mills, Mo. Skirmish at, August 29. (See Summary of Principal 
Events, p. 2.) 

Morton, Oliver F. Mentioned 141, 425, 426, 428, 439, 441, 470, 547, 548 

(For correspondence, etc., see Indiana, Governor of.) 

Morton, Quinn. Mentioned 562 

Mulligan, James A. Mentioned 171, 172, 176, 179-184, 188, 502, 546, 547, 562 

Munitions of War, Transportation, &c. 

Deficiencies in, reported by Confederate officials 578, 

581, 582, 600, 602, 606, 615, 618, 697, 718, 719, 727 

Deficiencies in, reported by Union officials 382, 385, 388, 

394, 396, 398, 400,405, 408, 410, 427, 432, 444, 452,494, 539,556,570,571 

Murline, . Mentioned 246 

Murphy, David. Mentioned 10,56,74,77 

Murphy, R. C. Mentioned 207 

Murray, Major. Mentioned 23 

Murray, Sergeant-Major. Mentioned 129 

Muse, Captain. Mentioned 129 

Naughton, Patrick. 

Mentioned 247,252 

Reports of action at Springfield, Mo., October 25 252,253 

Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk 707, 716 

Neal, Captain. Mentioned 125 

Neal, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned 106,121,122,125 

Nebraska. ,, 

Affairs in, generally. Communication from W. S. Harney 377 

Military departments embracing 390,567 

Nebraska Troops. Mentioned. 1st Infantry, 442, 444, 462. 

Neely, Captain. Mentioned 656, 659 



INDEX. 793 

Page. 

Neely, R. P. 

Correspondence ■with Leonidas Polk 662 

Mentioned 353, 657, 662, 665, 666, 723 

Negley, James S. Mentioned 548 

Nelson, William. Mentioned i 478 

Neosho, Mo. Capture of Union troops at, July 5. Reports of 

Conrad, Joseph 38 

McCulloch, Ben i 39 

McIntosh, James-... - 39 

Neveille, Captain. Mentioned 227 

Newell, Captain. Mentioned - 1. 308 

New Madrid, Mo. Occupied by Confederate troops, July 28 619,620 

New Mexico. 

Military departments, embracing - 390,567 

Operations in. Communications from 

Army Headquarters 428 

Fr6mont, John C 428 

New Mexico, Department of. 

Canby, E. R. S. Assigned to command - 567 

Established and limits defined 567 

New Mexico Troops. Mentioned. 2d Infantry, 469. 

Newnon, Dr. Mentioned 645 

Newsham, Thomas J. (For correspondence, etc., see G. F. Smith.) 

Newton, Captain. Mentioned - - - 129 

Nichols, Captain. Mentioned 101 

Nicolay, John G. (For correspondence, etc., see Abraham Lincoln.) 

Noleman, Robert D. 

Mentioned 136 

Reports of skirmishes at Charleston and Fish Lake, Mo., August 19-20 137 

Non-combatants. Treatment of 9, 10, 407, 416, 433-435, 449, 450, 507 

Norfolk, Mo. 

Reconnaissance towards, September 10. Report of John A. McClernand... 169 

Skirmish near, September 27. Report of R. J. Oglesby 198 

Northcut, Lieutenant. Mentioned - 51,99 

Northern Missouri, District of. 

Orders, series 1861 : No. 1, 415 ; No. 3, 420. General : No. 3, 417. 

Pope, John. 

Assigned to and assumes command - 415 

Proclamation to people of 417 

Prentiss, B. M. Assigned to command 499 

(For operations in, see Missouri, Northern.) 

Northwestern Arkansas , District of. 

Hardee, W. J., assigned to and assumes command 598,612 

Orders, General, series 1861 : No. 1, 612. 

(For operations in, see Missouri.) 

Oak Hills, Mo. (See Wilson’s Creelc.) 

O'Brien, Thomas. Mentioned 402 

Oglesby, Richard J. 

Correspondence with 

Grant, U. S 257, 268, 269, 487, 489, 491, 502, 503, 510, 511 

Rodgers, John — ■ 450 

Mentioned 143, 169, 197, 258-260, 268, 269, 272, 487, 491, 501-503, 520, 533, 558 

Reports of 

Belmont. Skirmish at Hunter’s farm September 26, near 197 

Charleston, Mo. Expedition to, October 2 198 
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Oglesby, Richard J — Continued. 

Reports of 

Norfolk, Mo. Skirmish near, September 27 . 


Pago, 


198 


Operations in Southeastern Missouri, August 28 September 5 lol 


256 


384 


439 


669 


196 


Thompson’s forces. Expedition against, November 2 12 

O 'Haver, George W. Mentioned... 26 

Ohio, Department of. 

Limits extended. - 

Orders, Special, series 1861 : No. 82, 390. 

Ohio, Governor of. Correspondence with War Department, TJ. S 

■Qjiio Troops. Mentioned. Artillery, Batteries : Colters, oo2, Hoffman s, 

428. Infantry Regiments : 14th, 552; 15th, 552 ; 17th, 552 ; 2 2d [13tli Mo.], 
514,530; 27th, 473; 35th, 552*; 38th, 552; 39th, ^59,442,473; 49th, 552; 

81st, 254. 

O’Kane, W. S. Mentioned 21-25,30-32,36 

Old Randolph, Mo. Skirmish at, September 14. (See Summary of Principal 
Events , p. 3. ) 

O'Neil, David. Mentioned » 42 

O’Neill, David J. Mentioned 194 

Ordnance Department, C. S. A. Correspondence with War Department, C. S. 652 

O’Reirdon, Captain. Correspondence with M. Jeff Thompson ■- 

Osceola, Mo. Report of James H. Lane of skirmish at and destruction of, 

September 

Osterhaus, Peter J. 

Correspondence with Franz Sigel 524 

Mentioned 13, 56, 77, 80, 520 

Owens, Colonel. Mentioned 161 

Owens, Lieutenant. Mentioned 262 

Paducah, Ky. Occupied by U, S. forces, September 6. (See Summary of Prin- 
cipal Events, p. 2.) 

Paine, B. A. 

Correspondence with C. F. Smith — - — 301-303 

Mentioned - 299-303, 475, 480 

Palmer, Cook & Co. Mentioned. .................. 542 

Palmer, John M. 

Correspondence with 

Frdmont, John C 440 

Pope, J ohn - 423 

Mentioned 41, 402, 415 

Palmyra, Mo. Affair at, August 17. Report and order of John Pope 135 

Panabaker, William E. 

Mentioned.. 207,208 

Report of engagement at Frederiektown, Mo., October 21 214 

Papinsville, Mo. Skirmish at, Sept. 5. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 2.) 

Parke, John C. Mentioned 137 

Parke, Lemuel, Mentioned - - 284,285 

Parker, P. W. Mentioned... - Ill 

Farkersville,. Mo. Skirmish at, July 17-19. (See Summary of Principal Events.) 

Parrott, James C. Mentioned 272, 297 , 298 

Parrott, Marcus J. (For correspondence, etc., see J. JET. Lane.) 

Parsons, Monroe M. 

Mentioned 12, 16, 21, 23, 30, 32, 100, 101, 105, 106, 175, 186, 189, 472, 516, 731, 744 

Reports of 

Engagement near Carthage, Mo., July 5 34 
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Parsons, Monroe M. — Continued. 

Reports of 

Skinnislies near Clintonyille and on the Pomme de Terre, Mo., Octo- 
ber 10-13 200 

Partridge, F. W. Mentioned ' 237 

Patterson, Drum-Major. Mentioned - 116 

Patton, Jeff. Mentioned. 196 

Faynter, John H. Mentioned. - 239 

Peabody, Everett. 

Correspondence with W. E. Prince 164 

Mentioned 162, 188, 482, 483, 485, 490, 492, 499, 506 

Poacher, Major. Mentioned - 192 

Pearce, Lieutenant. Mentioned — 673 

Pearce, N. Bart. 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Jefferson 676 

War Department, C. S 716 

Mentioned 98,100,102-107,118,' 

120, 583, GOO, 606-611, 616, 617, 622, 637, 638, 672, 687, 695, 696, 744-747 

Report of battle of Wilson's Creek, August 10 - - 121 

Pearson, J. S. Mentioned 106,110 

Pease, Lieutenant. Mentioned - 171,172 

Peck, George W. 

C orrospondenee with J ohn Pope 423 

Mentioned 420, 426 

Pegram, Mr. Mentioned 383 

Pegr am , Benjamin R. Mentioned - 495, 496 

Pennsylvania, Western, added to the Department of Ohio o84 

Ferczel, Nicholas. * 

Mentioned 

' Report of expedition against Thompson’s forces, November 2-12 258 

Perry, Captain. Mentioned - 637 

Perry, George T. Mentioned 437 

Person, R. I. Mentioned 3 p 6 

Peters, S. A. Mentioned -• 32 

Peters, Thomas. Mentioned 660, 668, 670 

Fettus, John J. (For correspondence, etc., see Mississippi, Governor of.) 

Peyton, R. L. Y. 

Mentioned — — 

Report of engagement near Carthage, Mo., J nly 5 - - 27 

Ffaff, Ernest. Mentioned 243 

Pheelan, W. G. 

Correspondence with M. Jeff. Thompson 229, 263, 264, 709, 739 

Mentioned - - 264,265 

Phelps, John S. 

Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln 430 

Mentioned 429,545,749 

Phelps, S. L. Correspondence with TJ. S. Grant 148, 481 

Phifer, Charles W. Mentioned 688 

Phipps, John M. Mentioned 256 

Pickett, Ed., jr. 

Correspondence with Leonidas Polk...... ---- - - 338 

Mentioned - 322 > 323 > 338 1 3 ^ 8 

Reports of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 336, 338 
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Pike, Mr. Mentioned * *67 

Pike, Albert. 

Correspondence with 

Johnson, R. W 


572 


Toombs, • Eohert . 


58t) 


War Department, C. S - 623, 671, 727 

Mentioned 570,587,591,614,691,698 

Pillow, Lieutenant. Mentioned 329 

Pillow, Gideon J. 

Correspondence with 

Davis, Jefferson 739 

Gray, A. B - - 687 

Hardee, W. J - 633,679 

McCown, J. P 661 

Polk, Leonidas 619, 620, 626-628, 630, 631, 634, 635, 639, 642, 644- 

646, 650, 653, 654, 657, 658, 660, 662, 664, 665, 668-671, 676, 677 , 683, 685 

Thompson, M. Jeff 621,622,624,631, 

641, 643, 647-650, 655, 656, 658, 059, 661, 603, 680, 681, 698, 701, 713, 740 

War Department, C. S 630 

Mentioned - - 139,153,155, 

304-309, 311, 312, 317-324, 332-337, 339, 340, 342, 346-350, 352-354, 356- 
358, 360-362, 419, 420, 427, 448, 474, 475, 480, 482, 515, 539, 545, 609, 612, 
613, 617, 619, 620, 629, 632, 633, 636, 637, 642, 644, 646, 647, 656, 659, 661, 
662, 664, 672, 680, 681, 683, 685, 688, 693; 694, 699, 723, 728, 730, 745, 747 

Reports of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 313, 324, 325, 330 

Resolution of thanks, Confederate Congress 812 

Findall, . Mentioned 193 

Pitcocks, Mr. Mentioned 366 

Pitman’s Perry, Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with M. Jeff. 

Thompson - - 230 

Pittman, R. W. Mentioned 334 

Pittman, W. R, Mentioned. ... 193 

Pitts, . Mentioned ' 645 

Platte Valley, Steamboat. Attack on, at Price’s Landing, Mo. , November 18 . . 367, 368 

Flumly, B. Rush. Mentioned 196 

(For correspondence, etc., see John C. Fremont.) 

Plummer, Joseph B. 

Commended for gallant services 209 

Correspondence with 

‘Frdmont, John C ...... — - 505, 515, 523, 527 

Grant, U. S 204,209,259,518 

Mentioned 56,60,61,65,66,70,81, 105, 

203, 209, 210, 212, 216-222, 226, 232, 268, 519,-520, 523, 528, 534, 558, 570. 


Reports of 

Ironton and Fredericktown, Mo. Operations about, October 18-24 206 


Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Battle of, August 10.... 72 

Poindexter, H. P. Mentioned - 602 

Polk, Leonidas. 

Command extended to embrace Arkansas and Missouri 687, 691 

Congratulatory order, Belmont, Mo 310 

Correspondence with 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 3ll, 312, 637, 682, 684, 698 

Arkansas, Governor of - 621,640 

Borland, Solon 725 

Davis, Jefferson — . 311, 312, 317, 687 
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Polk, Leonidas— Continued. 

Correspondence -witli 

Freeman, Thomas J - - — 342 

Gray, A. B - 051,688,715,720 

I-Iardeo, W. J 615, 618-620, 629, 633, 636, 641, 644, 664, 682, 693, 696, 702, 705 

Jackson, C. F 646 

Jolmston, A. S - ' 305,310,724,728 

Navy Department, C. S-- 707, 716 

Neely, R. 662 

Pickett, Ed., jr 338 

Pillow, Gidoon J 619, 620, 626-628, 630, 631, 634, 635, 639, 642, 644- 

646, 650, 653, 654, 657, 658, 660, 662, 664, 665, 668-671, 676, 677, 683, 685 

Tappan, J. C . 357 

Thompson, M. Jeff 226, 228, 726 

Vaughan, A. J., jr - 335 

W ar Department, C.S.. - - — 012, 617 , 620, 716 

Wiekliffe, C 733 

Mentioned - 228, 230, 262, 

304, 311-320, 324-327, 330, 337, 343, 344, 346-349, 352, 354, 361, 362, 474, 
485, 603, 604, 635, 639, 659, 667, 669, 672, 677, 691, 701-703, 739, 742, 745 

Reports of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7..-.-. — . 304,306, 317 

Resolution of thanks, Confederate Congress 312 

Pomme de Terre. Skirmish on the, October 13. (See ClintonviUe.) 

Pope, John. 

Assignments to command 390 > 415 

Congratulatory order to Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers 560 

Correspondence with 

Bussey, Cyrus - 435 

FiAmont, John C 176, 396, 398, 417, 426, 428, 

447, 456, 461, 468, 471, 472, 474, 475, 479, 487, 495, 497, 498, 527, 557-559 

Grant, U. S - 452 > 454 > 463 > 435 

Harding, Chester, jr - 395 

Iowa, Governor of ' 40 ^ 

Loffingwell, W. E - - — * 5/2 

McNulta, John 423 

Marshall, T. A — 423 

Palmer, JohnM - - * - 423 

Peck, George W - 42 ^ 

Sigol, Franz 524 

Stevenson, J. D ‘ 424 

Sturgeon, J. H - 423 

Worthington, "William H.. — 421,422 

Mentioned 135, 158, 166, 172-175, 177, 390, 392, 398, 401, 402, 415, 

416, 434, 458-460, 472-474, 484, 486, 493, 502, 504, 521, 530, 531, 544, 545 

Notice to people on line of North Missouri Railroad 403 

Order of, to mayor and authorities of Palmyra, Mo 135 

Proclamation to people of North Missouri - 447 

Report of affairs at Hunnewell and Palmyra, Mo., August 17 135 


Pope, John (Mr.). Mentioned 602 

Pope, John (Ex-Governor). Mentioned - 502 

Poplin, Dr. Mentioned 

Porter, A. B. Mentioned - 56,70,81,82 

Porter, J. B. Mentioned 499 > 449 

Porter, J. C. Mentioned - 191,192* 
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Porter, James D., jr. Mentioned 344,345 

Potts, Richard. Mentioned - --- 618 

Powell, A. M. Mentioned — — - 71 

Powell, John W. Mentioned - 528 

Potosi, Mo. 

Expedition to, May 15. Reports of 

Cole, Nelson IQ 

Lyon, Nathaniel - 9 

Skirmish at, August 10. Reports of 

Grant, U. S — - 130 

Schaefer, Frederick - 131 

Prentiss, B. M. 

Assignments to command 499 

Correspondence with 

Fr&nont, John C 141, 183, 411, 419, 443, 451, 453, 517, 534, 558 

■ Grant, IT. S 145,147 

Harding, Chester, jr 394,395,406,407 

Marsh, C. C. 419 

Mentioned - 136, 142, 144-146, 148, 
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Travers, Dr. Mentioned 152 

Travis, W. E. Mentioned 723,724 

Trigg, Captain. Mentioned 610 

Trigg, Lawrence. Mentioned 298 

Trigman, Adjutant. Mentioned 129 

Trout, Major. Mentioned 46 

Trumbull, M. M. Mentioned 194 

Trammel, Lorenzo D. Mentioned 56,75 

Tucker, Joseph. Correspondence -with M. Jeff. Thompson 608 

Tufts, S. P 

Mentioned 243, 256 

Report of skirmish at Underwood’s farm, October 14 244 

Tullis, James. Mentioned •_ 194 

Tunnard, W. F. 

Mentioned 114 

Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10 116 

Tunnard, William H. Mentioned 117 

Turchin, J. B. CoiTespondence with U. S. Grant 480 

Turley, John A. Mentioned 254 

Turner, George A. Mentioned 191,193 

Turner, Thomas J. Correspondence with John C. Frdmont ...1 440 

Turnley, Farmenas T. 

Correspondence with Adjutant -General’s Office, U. S. A 550 

Mentioned 464, 506, 533, 542, 543 

Tuttle, James M. Mentioned 198, 199, 556 

Twiggs, David B. Mentioned 588 

Tyler, Major. Mentioned 27 

Tyler, R. C 

Mentioned - 321 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 336 


Tyler, U. S. Gunboat. Mentioned.. 152,200,248,271,275,278,281,291,505,531,534 
Underwood’s Farm, Mo. Skirmish at, October 14. (See Bird’s Point, Mo.) 


Union Troops. 

Casualties. Returns of 

Belmont, Mo., November 7 275 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo., August 10.. 72 


(See also respective reports.) 

Mentioned. (Regulars.) Artillery: Du Bois’ Battery (Provisional), 48, 61- 
63, 65-69, 72, 74, 76-79, 81, 84, 97, 406; Regiments: 2d, Battery F, 11, 13, 48- 
50, 58, 60-63, 65-69, 72, 73, 77, 78, 81, 82, 84, 105, 106, 110,114, 117, 121, 126, 399, 



INDEX. 


809 

aion Troops— Continued. ]Pag0 ’ 

Mentioned. (Regulars.) 

406. Cavalry Regiments : 1st, 44, 48-60, 65, 72, 86, 89, 877, 406. Dragoon 
Regiments : 2d, 48,65, 69, 86, 89, 90, 406. Infantry Regiments : 1st, 48,60, 

65, 72, 80, 81, 84, 406 ; 2d, 11, 13, 48-50, 61, 63, 65-68, 72, 78-81, 389, 397, 406: 

19th, 548. 

(For volunteers, see respective States.) 

Organization of 

Lyon’s command, July 24 . 406 

Southeastern Missouri, October 14 533 

Strength of. Returns of. 

Kentucky, east of Tennessee River, October 16 (?) 552 

Lyon’s command, July 2, 389; August 4, 48. 

Southeast Missouri District, October 31 558 

Western Department, September 15, 493; October 10, 530. 

nice, Joseph. Mentioned 131 

.nee, Samuel. Mentioned _. 331 

.n Horn, C. It. Mentioned . 290 

n Horn, Robert T. 

Mentioned Igg 

Report of action near Ilarrisonville, July 18 41 

nn, Joseph ' 

Correspondence with Ben. McCulloch 673, 690 

Mentioned /. ’ (375 

ughan, Captain. Mentioned 24, 129, 189 

ughan, A. J., jr. 

Correspondence with Leonidas Polk y 335 

Mentioned (' . . . . 322, 323, 333, 334, 356 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 335 

ughan, Richard A. (Baughan?) Report of engagement near Carthage, Mo., 

'oly5 29 

jilini, John P. Report of battle of Wilson’s Creek, August 10 117 

ivies, D. W. Mentioned • 193 

lagner, G. 

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 147, 480,487 

Mentioned 142, 145, 146, 148, 149, 151, 152, 168, 450, 487, 489, 495, 501 

Reports of 

Belmont, Mo. Expedition to, September 2 151 

Lucas Bend, Mo. Reconnaissance and engagements at, September 8-10. 167 

iddell, Lieutenant. Mentioned . 129 

ilr, W.W. Mentioned 110 

ddron, George W. Mentioned 82 

dke, Henry 

Mentioned 199, 270, 271, 281,505 

Reports of 

Belmont, Mo. Engagement at, November 7 275 

Lucas Bend, Mo. Reconnaissance to, October 7 200 

Mississippi River. Reconnaissance down, October 18 248 

■Iker, — . Mentioned * 132 


Iker, James A. 

Correspou deuce with M. Jeff. Thompson 262, 643, 714 

Mentioned 265, 642, 644, 648 

Iker, J, Knox. 

Mentioned 321, 326, 334, 356, 723 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 330 
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Walker, L. P. Mentioned 89, 574, 575; 590, 599, 606, 607 , 609, 637 , 638, 693 

(For correspondence, etc., see War Department, C. S.) 

Walker, Samuel. Mentioned .. ■ 82 

Walker, Tandy. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis.. 625 

Walker, W. H. Mentioned 221 

Walker, W. S. Mentioned 590 

Wallace, Lieutenant. Mentioned 21,24 

Wallace, W, H. L. 

Correspondence with TJ. S. Grant 269, 491, 501, 503 

Mentioned .. . 142, 144, 145, 151, 256, 257, 269, 368, 454, 481, 488, 534, 558 

Report of skirmish at Underwood’s farm, October 14 - 243 

Wallen, John T. Mentioned 297 

Walton, Lieutenant. Mentioned 106,121 

Ward, H. Mentioned 106,121,122,124 

War Department, C. S. Correspondence -with 

Arkansas, Governor of 583, 595, 597, 

616, 635, 639, 669, 682, 687-689, 694, 695, 697, 710, 718, 719, 726, 727, 742 

Arkansas Legislature 738, 739 

Broadwell, W. A 741 

Burgevin, Edmund 696 

Churchill, T. J : ' 581 

Clark, George W . .... 620, 623,718 ' 

Cooper, Douglas I! 574 

Garland, Augustus H r 584 

Hindman, T. C 578,587,588,590 

Hubbard, David 576, 589 

Jackson, C. F 646 

Johnson, E. W . 584,598 

Jordan, John A 602 

McCulloch, Ben 130,579,581-583,587,590,594,595, 

597, 600, 603, 606, 610, 615, 622, 623, 652, 689,691,694,717,718,733,743 

Missouri, Governor of _ . 584 

Montgomery, H. A 734 

Ordnance Department, C. S A 652 

Pearce, N. B 715 

Pike, Albert 623,671,727 

Pillow, Gideon J 666 

Polk, Leonidas 612,617,620,716 

Rust, A 584r 

Thomason, H. F 584 

Watkins, W. W 584 

War Department, U. S. Correspondence with 

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A 538 

Army Headquarters .*. 494 

Blair, Frank P., jr 374, 375, 387 

Brooks, J. W 457 

Colorado, Governor of 496 

Curtis, Samuel R 495 

Frdmont, John C 185, 426, 428, 439, 441, 470, 491, 493, 506, 516, 517, 519, 535 

Harding, Chester, jr 393 

Harney, William S. - 373 

Illinois, Governor of 439 

Indiana, Governor of 439 

Kansas, Governor of 405 
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War Department, U. S. Correspondence with — Continued. 

Lincoln, Abraham - 429,493,513 

Lyon, Nathaniel - 384, 386 

Ohio, Governor of 439 

Q unr tori n aster- Generali Office, U. S. A 409 

State Department, U. S - « 420 

Wisconsin, Governor of 439 

Warren, Captain. Mentioned - . 24 

W arren, J ohn H. Mentioned 194 

Warrensburg, Mo. 

Capture of a wagon train, November 18, near. Report of L. C. Easton 367 

Skirmish at, October 18. (See Summary of Principal Events, p. 3.) 

Washburne, J. W. Mentioned .. 598 

Watchman, Albert. Mentioned - 56,75 

Watie, Stand. Mentioned - 690-692,721 

Watkins, N. W. Mentioned - 248,406,450,609,615,621 

Watkins, William W. 

Correspondence with War Department, C.S 584 

Mentioned - — 582 

W atson, Mr. Mentioned 245 

Waugh, A. 

Correspondence with M. Jfeff. Thompson 263,648 

Mentioned 233, 265, 649 

Weaver, Lieutenant. Mentioned - 106,121 

Webb, Colonel. Mentioned - 057 

Weber, A. J. Mentioned - 214 

Webster, J. D. Mentioned 149,271 

Weed, Lieutenant. Mentioned 182 

Weed, T. J. Mentioned 459 

Weer, William. Mentioned 43,163,196,447 

Weigktman, Richard H. • 

Corresporidonce with Jefferson Davis - •* 079 

Mentioned 20-22, 30, 32-36, 101, 103, 106, 107, 127, 128 

Report of engagement near Carthage, Mo., July 5 22 

Welton, Major. Mentioned 192 


Wentzville, Mo. Skirmish at, July 15-17. (See Summary of Principal Events, ( 

p. 1.) 

West, Army of the (Union). (See respective commanding officers.) 

West, Billy. Mentioned 024 

West, Department of the. 

Fort Leavenworth, Kaus., announced as headquarters 384 

Harney, William S. Assignments to command 369, 374, 381 

Lyon, Nathaniel, assumes command - - 381 

Merged into Western Department - 390 

Orders, Field, series 1861 : No. 1, 387 ; No* — , July 2, 389. 

Orders, General, series 1861 : No. 5, 381 ; No. 10, 369. 

Orders, Special, series 1861 : No. 4, 382. 

Proclamations of William S. Harney 370,371,374 

West Virginia. Added to Department of Ohio 384 

Western Department — Department No. 2 — (Confederate). 

Limits extended 691 

Orders, General, series 1861 : (Johnston) No. 5, 3L1 ; (Polk) No. 13, 723 ; No. 

19,699 ; No. 20, 310. 
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Western Department (Union). 

Established and limits defined. 390 

Fremont, J obn C. Assignments to command - 390, 406, 553, 559 

Hunter, David. Assignments to*command 553,561 

Merged into the Departments of Kansas and Missouri 567 

Orders, Field, series 1861 : (Lyon), No. — , July 19,399; No. — , July 24, 406; 

No.— , July 26, 407. (Pope) General, No. 5, 555; Special, No. 10, 560. 

(Sigel), No. — , October 4, 520. 

Orders, General, series 1861 : No. 1, 406; No. 4, 92; No. 6, 467 ; No. 16, 502; No. 

23, 539 ; No. 28, 559. 

Orders, Special, series 1861 : No. 10, 415; No. 210, 499. 

Report of Lorenzo Thomas on administration of affairs in 540 

Saint Louis, Mo., announced as headquarters 390 

Wet Glaze, Mo. Action at, October 13. Reports of 

Bowen, William D 240 

Dodge, G.M 236 

Wright, Clark 238, 240 

Wyman, John B 237 

Whaling, Captain. Mentioned . 125 

Wherry, William M. Mentioned . 56, 70 

Whetstone, Private. Mentioned 115 118 

White, Captain. Mentioned __ 131 

White, Captain. Mentioned 264, 265, 649, 659 

White, Colonel. Mentioned 188 247 

White, Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned 27 28 

White, Private. Mentioned 300 

White, Frank J. 

Mentioned 250 252 

Report of descent on Lexington, Mo., by U. S. troops. 246 

White, George Q. Mentioned 290 

White, James G. Mentioned 355 

White. J ohm H. Mentioned ..... 281 287 288 

White, J. S. Mentioned __ ’ ’ g 4 g 

White, Patrick H. 

Mentioned 208, 210, 214, 222, 223, 279, 282, 290 

Report of engagement at Fredericktown, Mo. , October 21 216 

White, Robert. Mentioned gg 3 

Whitfield, J. Thomas. Mentioned.. 25 129 

Whitnall, David T. Mentioned ; [ " ’ 275 

Wickliffe, C. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk 733 

Wilcox, Lieutenant. Mentioned 220 

Wilder, Captain. Mentioned " 433 

Wilfrey, Colonel. * Mentioned * ’ 295 

Wilkins, J. A. Mentioned 33 4 

Wilkins, Theodore. Mentioned * 47 

Willett, George R. Mentioned 294 

Willett, James R. Mentioned 216 260 

Williams,' Judge. Mentioned ’ 47 g 

Williams, Captain. Mentioned 525 

Williams, Lieutenant. Mentioned 28 

Williams, Charles. Mentioned 261 

Williams, C. H. Mentioned 734 

Williams, H. H. Mentioned _____ 455 

Williams, Henry W. Mentioned 562,563,565 
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Williams, Nelson G. 

Mentioned 156,157,160,472,473 

Deport of operations in Northern Missouri, including action of Shelbina, 

Mo., September 4 15g 

Williams, R. H. Mentioned 29 

Williams, Samuel W. Mentioned 609,610,635 

Williams, Seth. Mentioned ; 6 

(For correspondence, etc., see Army Headquarters.) 

Williams, W. O. Correspondence 'with. E. D. Blake 694 

Williamson, F. H. Mentioned 331 

Williamson, George. Mentioned (318 

Wilson, Private. Mentioned 29 

Wilson, Hall. Mentioned 284, 285 

Wilson’s Creek, Mo. Battle of, August 10. 

Casualties. Eeturns of 
Confederate. 

Arkansas State forces 123 

Missouri State Guard, 1st Brigade, 2d Division 129 

South. Kansas-Toxas Kegiment 120 

Union 72 

Congratulatory lotters and orders 92, 108, 130 

Indorsement of McClellan on Sturgis’ report of 71 

Deports of 

Andrews, George L 75 

Blair, Charles W . 84 

Carr, Eugene A 89 

Carroll, Charles A 126 

Carroll, De Dosey 126 

Churchill, T. J .■ . 109 

Dockery, Tom P 125 

Du Bois, John V 79 

Embry, Benjamin T Ill 

Farr and, Charles E _ 90 

Frfimont, John C 54,55 

Gratiot, J ohn D _ 123 

Graves, JohnD 128 

Greer, E 118 

Halderman, John A 82 

Hdbert, Louis 113 

Hyarns, S. M... 115 

Lyon, Nathaniel. (August 5-9) 57 

McCulloch, Ben •. 104, 107 

McIntosh, James 110 

Maclean, L. A. (August 2) 103 

McDae, D 112 

Merritt, William H . 81 

Pearce, N. B 121 

Plummer, Joseph B 72 

Price, Sterling. ( July 25-August 11) 98 

Dains, James S... 127 

Reid, J. G 120 

Schofield, John M. (August 1-14) 57 

Sigel, Franz 85, 86 

Steele, Frederick 78 
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Wilson's Creek, Mo. Battle of, August 10.— Continued. 

• Reports of 

Sturgis, Samuel D - --- 64 

Totten, James - 73 

Tunnard, W. P 116 

Yigilini, John P - - 117 

Walker, J.D..... 124 

Statements as to conduct of Franz Sigel at - 93-96 

Thanks of U. S. Congress to Lyon’s command 93 

Winslow, Henry. 

Mentioned , , - 310, 320, 329 

Report of engagement at Belmont, November 7 360 

Winston, John D. Mentioned...... ,..., 618 

Winston, John H. Mentioned 187, 191, 192 

Winston, T. W. Mentioned ,* 120 

Winters, E. D. Mentioned 288,289 

Wisconsin. Embraced in Department of tbe Missouri 567 

Wisconsin, Governor of. Correspondence with War Department, U. S 439 

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned. 8th. Infantry, 218, 219, 510, 548. 

Wisdom, D. M. Mentioned 334 

Witherspoon, J. L. Mentioned... Ill 

Witter, Amos. Mentioned 274 

Wolcott, Sergeant. Mentioned 115 

Woldemar, Charles A. Mentioned... 526 

Wolff, Christian D. Mentioned... 17,18 

Wood, Mr. Mentioned 469 

Wood, Elijah. Mentioned 26 

Wood, E. P. Correspondence -with U. S. Grant 506 

Wood, Henry C. Mentioned.-. 56, 65, 70, 72, 406 

Wood, Robert C. Mentioned 727 

Wood,. S. N. 

Mentioned 255 

Report of scout through Texas and Wright Counties, Mo., Novomber 13-18. 366 

Wood, Thomas J. Mentioned.. 548 

Wood, William F. Mentioned 221 

Woodruff, W. E., jr. Mentioned 105,106,124,609 

Woods, Major. Mentioned 201 

Woods, I. C. Mentioned 511,512,532,550 

(For correspondence, etc., see John C. JPt'Gmont.) 

Woods, John L., jr. 

Statement as to conduct of Franz Sigel at battle of Wilson’s Creek, Mo., 

August 10 95 

Woodward, Colonel. Mentioned 22 

Woodward, Lieutenant. Mentioned 138 

Woodward, Benjamin. Mentioned 294 

Worthington, William H. 

Correspondence with John Pope 421,422 

Mentioned 165, 417, 465, 471, 472 

Wright, Captain. Mentioned 239 

Wright, B. T. Mentioned 514 

Wright, Clark. 

Correspondence with Nathaniel Lyon 409, 411 

Mentioned 237, 238, 241. 412, 533 

Reports of 

Linn Creek, Mo. Affair at, October 14 242 



INDEX. 


815 

*•» 

Page. 

Wright, Clark— Continued. 

Reports of 

Linn Creek, Mo. Skirmish near, October 16 - 246 

Wot Glaze, Mo. Action at, October 13 - 238,240 

Wright, Crafts J. 

Memorandum of. Claims for compensation, &e., in Missouri 514 

Mentioned : . . . 512-514 

Wright County, Mo. Scout through, November 13-18. Reports of 

Dodge, G. M f. 366 

Wood, S. N 366 

Wright, John V. 

Mentioned — 309,325,326,335,341,358,678 

Report of engagement at Belmont, Mo., November 7 333 

Wright, Marcus J. 

Mentioned 1 343-347 

Report of ongagomont; at Belmont, Mo., November 7 348 

Wyman, John B. 

Correspondence with 

Dodge, G. M 533 

Frchnont, John C - 440,465,523 

Mentioned 161, 236, 250, 390, 391, 402, 522, 533 

Reports of 

Linn Creek, Mo. Affair at, October 14 241 

Wet Glaze, Mo. Action at, October 13 237 

Wynn, Lieutenant. Mentioned - - 129 

Yankee, C. S. Gunboat. Mentioned 168,169,488 

Yates, Richard. Mentioned..: — 406,439,441,493,501,534 

(For correspondence, etc., see Illinois, Governor of .) 

Yates, Theodore. Mentioned - 65,76 

Yell, General. Mentioned 608 

Zagonyi, Charles. * 

Report of action at Springfield, Mo., October 25 250,251 

Mentioned * 249, 250, 252, 253 

Zesch, Gustavus. Mentioned - - 

Zollicoffer, F. K. Mentioned 654,724 

o 



